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MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1929. 

In the House of Representatives of the 
State of Texas-In the City of Austin, 
Texas. 

In the Matter of the Investigation of 
the Hon. J. T. Robison, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. 

Appearances. 
For the Proponents: 

Hon. Robert B. Allen, Sr., of Dallas, 
Texas; 

Hon. Cal. T. Freeman, of Sherman, 
Texas. 

For the Respondents: 
Hon. Dayton Mose@, of Fort Worth, 

Texas; 
Hon. Lloyd E. Price, of Fort Worth, 

Texas; 
Hon. E. F. Smith, of Austin, Texas. 

· H. D. Mahaffey, Austin, Texas; Hall 
Etter, Houston, Texas; Henry L. (1:az
ley, San Antonio, Texas, Official lle
porters. 

Be it remembered, That on this the 
tenth day of June, A. D. 1929, in the 
House of Representatives of the State 
of Texas, the House sitting as a Com
mittee of the Whole in an investigation 
of the Hon. J. T. Robison, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office of the State 
of Texas, the following proceedings were 
had, to-wit: 

Thereupon H. D. Mahaffey and Hall 
Etter were duly sworn as official re
porters for the House of Representa
tives, acting as a Committee of the 
Whole. 

The Speaker: Now there is a ques
tion before the Committee for Judge 
Sinks, •who has been appointed to pass 
npon the admissibility of the testimony, 
to rule upon, and after his ruling there 
may be an appeal from his ruling to the 
House. That is the understanding of 
the Chair. 

Mr. Gilbert: Are these proceedings 
to be Pl'.inted in the Journal? 

The Speaker: At the election of the 
House they may. The only contract we 
have so far is for the reporters to fur
nish six copies of the proceedings within 
twenty-four hours after the session 
closes. 

Mr. Gilbert: Are these to be mimeo· 
graphed copies? 

The Speaker: No, sir.· The House 
may by i·esolution order the proceedings 
printed in the Journal. 

I am going to call on Colonel Allen 
to present this question to Judge Sinks 
and to the House. 

Before we begin, I want the em
ployes not to be in the Hall of this 
House while the proceedings are going 
on, except such employes as are neces
sary to carry on the proceedings; and 
beginning with tomorrow I am going 
to ask that each member be at his seat 
while the proceedings are under way. 
We will have sufficient loud speakers, 
if they have them in Austin, to carry 
the voice of the witness. We cannot 
carry on this investigation if we have 
everything topsy-turvy from beginning 
to end. This afternoon strict conform· 
ity will not be required, because we do 
not have the loud speakers and do not 
have the set-up that we contemplate 
having later. 

Mr. Ailen: Mr. Speaker and Gentle
men of the House of Representatives
Having at the conclusion of a very 
lengthy trial through which I have just 
gone contracted a very severe cold, I 
will speak to you at this time under 
great difficulty. It has been thirty-four 
years since I had the pleasure, from my 
place in this House, of addressing the 
Speaker and addressing this House. 
Having served as a member of this body 
in 1895, I have felt a deep concern as 
to all those matters that looked to the 
upbuilding and development of this 
State, the uplifting and enlightenment 
of this people, and the preservation of 
the honesty and integrity of this govern
ment. 

The matter on ·which you are sitting 
now as a Committee of the Whole is 
one of grave and serious import, for it 
involves the personal and official con
duct of one who for nearly a quarter 
of a century has held high office in this 
State, and has enjoyed the respect and 
confidence of the people of Texas. And 
in entering into an inquiry of the mat
ters that are now presented for your 
consideration I feel that the attorneys, 
as well as every member of this body, 



4 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

ill entering upon that inquiry and that 
investigation with an open and fair 
mind, determined to do justice ·to the 
people of this State, and to protect at 
the same time the rights and the char
acter of the officers of this State. 

I do not understand that Judge Free· 
man and myself have been i·etained by 
this body as public prosecutors. We 
have not accepted this employment 
with that end in view, and will not 
pursue that course. I do not under· 
stand that Judge Freeman and myself 
have been retained as the counsel and 
the attorneys for the proponents in this 
matter, but it is my understanding that 
we appear as counsel for the members 
of the House of Representatives of 
Texas; and it is from that understand
ing, and from that standpoint, that I 
shall act and speak to you throughout 
your entire deliberations. 

Now Judge Freeman and I have only 
been retained today. We know prac
tically little or nothing about the mat· 
ter that will present itself for your in· 
vestigation and your deliberation; and 
as counsel retained by you to aid and 
assist and help you in arriving at the 
facts, and in arriving at the truth, and 
in seeing justice done, it becomes essen
tial and absolutely necessary that be
fore this proceeding begfus we have 
fair opportunity to inform ourselves as 
to the matters under investigation, and 
as to the issues and the facts that are 
to be presented to you, and to secure 
the attendance of the witnesses, and to 
supply the testimony that it is neces
sary to develop for your benefit. 

At this time no witness in this world 
has been· summoned on ·behalf of the 
proponents in order to detail and de· 
velop the facts before you as a Com
mittee of the Whole. You have got 
your lawyers and you have got a mat· 
ter under investigation, but you have 
got no witnesses here. And it is that 
difficulty that confronts you and con
frol).ts my associate and myself. 

Now of course I would not accept a 
retainer to act in any matter of this 
kind, and we could not do it, either in 
justice to you or in justice to our
selves, or looking to the ends of jus
tice, without heing afforded a proper 
opportunity to secure the testimony 
that you ought to have laid before you 
for. your aid and your help and your 
benefit. 

Now, in order to expedite matters, 
there being no witnesses here on behalf 
of the proponents, and the burden be
ing upon us as your representatives to 
develop the facts-they don't have to 

say anything, they don't have to de
velop anything, they don't .. have to 
prove anything, or open their mo:qths, 
until we have confronted · them With 
something-we are going to present this 
.question. 

My good friend will tell you that he 
is ready, that his witnesses are here; 
more than 100 of them, and that they 
are anxious to begin. Of course, they 
are anxious to begin. They don't have 
to prove a_nything now. The burden 
rests upon us, acting as your repre
sentatives in developing the testimony 
for the proponents. 

We of course cannot begin any hear
ing at this time, but we want to begin 
it as expeditiously as possible. In 
view of that fact, we all know that a 
committee of this House made an ex
tended and careful investigation of the 
matters pertaining to the Land· Office 
of this State and of the executive in 
charge of tha~ Land Office. That com
mittee, in a spirit of fairness, the fair
ness that alway" prompts the true 
American and · the patriotic Texan, 
afforded Mr. Robison and afforded his 
counsel an opportunity at that time 
to be present with them, to hear the 
testimony of every. witness, and to 
cross-exami11e every witness, and they 
noJt only afforded them· that oppor
tunity, but ·they then permitted them, 
as I understand, to. offer any testimony 
that they saw fit to offer that would 
throw any light upon the transactions 
and would a-id the commitfee and aid 
this House. . 

At vast expense, copies of the tran
script and record of the testimony be
fore that committee were provided, and 
we have them, and they have them. 
They have this advantage, that they 
have had an opportunity to read that 
transcript, and they want to proceed. 
Well, I don't believe they do. But we 
can't proceed until we have ah oppor
tunity- to read it. Now they warited 
to know when we would . be ready to 
begin. 

We cannot begin until we have read 
that transcript, a thousand, and some 
odd pages, and even then. we cannot 
begin unless we can use that transcript 
in the development of the facts and in 
the presentation of our case. I won't 
say our case, because .I hope to God 
there may be no case, but I will ·say 
in a presentation of the facts· and il
lustrating · and developing conditions 
that exist in your Land Department. 

Now they had an opportunity. to 
cross-examine every witness that ap
peared before that advisory committee. 
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At the expense of the people of this 
State the testimony of every witness 
was preserved. It was testimony given 
under oath, the solemn sanctity of an 
oath, just as it woul,f be given here, 
and just as it would lie given in court. 

You at this time, and during this 
proceeding, will not be sitting as a 
judicial body. Now please keep that 
in mind. You are not acting, and you 
are not proceeding at any time, as a 
judicia.! bo.dy or as a court, because 
you are not one. You men, as the 
representatives of the people of Texas, 
are endeavoring at this time, through 
this means and investigation, to arrive 
at the facts. For what purpose? In 
order to determine whether or not any 
charges will be filed against the head 
of your Land Department. That is all 
you a re here for. You occupy the po
sition of an inquisitorial body. You 
will be acting and investigating here 
under the guidance of a very learned 
judge, very much as a grand jury would 
act ; and these gentlemen are here, as 
citizens of Texas. through your cour
tesy, and out of your desire to be fair 
and to be cautious in acting upon a 
matter affecting the character of one 
of the executives of this State. 

You show your fairness. You show 
your honesty of purpose. You show 
your determination to do no wrong, bv 
inviting them to be here. to have thei;· 
client here. to hear the facts that are 
developed here. You propose to offer 
them the opportunity to cross-examine 
every witness who comes here. and then 
you propose to hear them in argument. 
But I say this, that this should not be 
a technical proceeding. If there should 
be any charges filed, if an impeachment 
should lie, and you should impeach the 
Land Commissioner, then that issue is 
tried before the Senate of this State. 
They will sit as a court, as a judicial 
body, and they will be governed by the 
strict rules of evidence, and the trial 
will conform to those rules. 

But I say this, that if I, or my asso· 
.ciate, or any one of these gentlemen, at 
any time, who are here merely by your 
courtesy, should undertake to muddy 
the waters or to delay the proceedings, 
we should forfeit our right to be here; 
and that in arriving at the truth you 
ought to arrive at it, so far as this in
vestigation is concerned, in a fair and 
in the most expeditious manner possi
ble, on account of the short time you 
wi\J be in session, and because neces
sarily, if any charges should result, it 
will drag over into another called ses
sion. 

Now, that being true, do you suppose 
if a grand jury was investigating a 
case, and the prosecuting attorney had 
taken down the testimony of all the 
witnesses, .,·en without the defendant 
being there, and without his counsel 
being there, and every one of those wit
nesses was sworn before a notary pub
lic, do you know of any grand jury on 
earth that would not permit those affi
davits to he introduced before them, in 
order that they might know what the 
witnesses swear to, and what the wit
nesses know, and what the witnesses 
will say? Certainly not. 

You are not sitting as a court. You 
are sitting as an inquisitorial body, to 
learn the truth, to find out the facts, 
to inform yourselves as to the condi
tions, and in doing that, in view of the 
fact that this testimony is available 
promptly, and that it is reliaole and 
worthy of consideration, it ought to be 
admitted before this body, sitting as a 
Committee of the Whole, who are not 
trying a case, but who are determining 
whether or not charges will be filed. 

~·en, let us see if there is any in
justice that could result from that. 
Suppose I wanted to file a charge 
against one of my reporter friends sit
ting at that table down there. I would 
go up to the district attorney's office, 
or the county attorney's office, and I 
would sit down and tell him what I 
wanted to, and he would take my affi
davit, and he files his information on 
my affidavit. That is done daily. That 
is done all the time. Any injustice in 
that? 

Now, we have the sworn testimony 
that you gentlemen haYe taken before 
one of your committees, every witness 
under oath, every question taken down, 
and every answer attached to it. Now, 
then, at this hearing we have no wit
nesses here, and we are not ready to 
proceed. If we can be permitted to use 
that transcript-of course, I know we 
wil! be permitted to do that. Counsel 
won't agree to it. That is rather sur
prising to me. Just why the excellent 
gentlemen won't agree to it I do not 
know. I think a whole lot of my friend 
Moses. but it is a mighty hard matter 
to get my good friend to agree to 
things. He won't agree to that. He 
wants us to bring every witness here, 
at vast expense to the public, even 
though they have already been here, and 
he and his counsel have had the oppor
tunity to cross-examine them and have 
their testimony taken down. 

Now we are appealing to you as mem
bers of the Committee of the Whole, not 
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sittiug us a rourt, hut as in\·e::;tigator~. 
as p~triotic men serking the truth, to 
permit us to n~produce the h•stirnuny 
from that reeord. 

All riid1t, we want to be fair ahout it. 
\Yt• du11't want to gPt it without tla' 
pri\·ilege IJL'i11g acTordt'd. to them. ThPy 
introduced wit11t•:"s<_•S at the ht1ari11g. \Ye 
want to gin~ tlH'IH the pririlt>gt• of n•
produt·i11g an~· tl·stirno11y that tlu·y wa11t 
to reprodnc•t\ just till' sa111t• as it is 
gi,·en to us. 

Now, if YOll will do tliat. tlH'll your 
counsel wh.om you Jinn• rdai11e1l urnv 
lie nhlt> to l't',idi1 tliis prtH'ePdi11g ahou't 
Thursday morning. \\"t> han• got mueh 
rea<li11g to dP to i11form our~eln•s. I 
nm sure )fr. ~mith ag-ree~ with UH'. one 
of tlw rrspouth'nt's 1·ou11sl•l. that it 
would la· irnpo~sihll' fnr us to begin 
sooner thn11 tliat. and WP "annot Ue 
l'Ntd\· thl'n, hut in order not to delay 
you.· and in ordPr to l'Xpedite the mai
ter. we thi11k rnnvhe we wi11 he ahle to 
lu~gin thl'll. \\'e ~·annot <lo it unless we 
c-a11 use thi~ tra11srript. 

.Xow. it is right to use the transcript. 
It is just to use the transcript. There 
is 110 law, then• j:-; 110 rnle in this world. 
that says that a Jiodv of i11\"estirYators 
Rl'l1 ki11g ·to detPrr11i1u• 'whether or ~ot it 
is ri,!!ht to filP rhargcs. to file a com
plai1,t, there is no law in this world 
that says you l'annot do it. No injus
tice would he 1!011<'. and I take it that 
the members of this Honse, sitting as a 
Committee of the Whole. will permit 
us to "'" that trnns<·ript and use that 
rerord. 

Xow. if you do not do that it places 
my URSoriate and myself in this atti· 
tude: \Ye an· not anxious for this em· 
plovment. I want to sav that to vou 
go~d men. \Ye did not \mnt this 

0

em· 
ployment. I assure you of that. But 
we are herr, and we 'are going to serve 
you earnestly and faithfully, as God 
helps us to do it. and do right. Now, if 
we ran't use the tranRrript, we have got 
to get the w1tursses here, and none of 
them have heen >ummoned. \Ve don't 
k!lO\\' where tJiey are. n· e don't know 
whether we can· get them here; and to 
refuse to !Pt ns use the transcript en
dangers the entire proreeding and in
\·estigntion, in so far as it will enable 
you men to protect the interests of the 
people of thi' :-:tate. an!. if thev are 
inrnln'rl, tn prnted the interests ~f the 
head of one of your departments. If 
you <l<! not lrt us u~e this transcript, 
tberr 1g no ehancp for us to he<Yin this 
proc•erding this week. I am telling you 
11ow, as onf' of your c•onnse-1, l1ecause if 
we cannot help you. and if we eannot 

aid you. and if we cannot get the wit· 
ne;.;;.::H's, then, we do not want your re
tai111'r. because we would not be able to 
rendt•r the sen·iee you have retained us 
to gi ,.c you. 

If I defend a man in a murder case, 
a11d he i~ convicted and the case is re
n•rscd and he is tried over, and I am 
representing the defendant, I can take 
the transcript of the testimony of the 
witnesses on the prececliug trial and in
troduce it in that case. Now the State 
of Texas cannot do that. Why? Be· 
C"anse the Constitution, the fundamental 
law, provides that in all criminal cases 
Hery man must be confronted with his 
aceusers; and hence, the State has to 
ponfront a man with a witness. But 
the <iefendant does not have to do so. 
He ran take the transcript and prove 
it up and reproduce the testimony of 
1uiy ahsent ffitness, and I ham done it 
many. many times, aud so has my good 
friend. I am just saying there is noth· 
in~ wrong about this proposition. I have 
shown you that the ends of justice 
would he suhsen-ed, and I ha \'e shown 
you that it would expedite this inns· 
tigatiou. 

Xow, this proposition: The <·omplete 
transeript is at hand, some half-dozen 
copies. "." have two, the Speaker has 
one, and I understand they have one. 
They ma~· have more than one. So 
there are four copies extant. Our propo· 
sition is that in this inquisitorial body, 
not sitting as a court, hut as investiga· 
tors to inform themRelves of the condi· 
tions that exist in the Land Department 
of this 8tate, as to the transactions that 
have heen had in that Department, 
either side be allowed to reproduce from 
the transcript the testimony of such 
\\'itnesses as they care to use. There 
will he some we will want, and I am 
sure some they will want. Our propo
sition is that either side he permitted 
to do that, and then that either side be 
permitted to supplement that with any 
testimony it may have that will aid 
and benefit and help you in arriving at 
the truth. 

I presume we will have the right, 
Your Honor, to conclude this discussion. 

The Speaker: There has been no 
agreement as to who shall conclude, 
hut I take it that counsel for the pro· 
ponents will have the right to conclude 
this discussion. 

Xow we will hear from counsel for 
the respondent, .Judge Dayton Moses, 
next. 

The Chair requests that each speaker 
rall out his name for the benefit of the 
reporter. 
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Judge Dayton Moses. 
Mr. Moses: Mr. Chairman and Judge 

Sinks, thirty-eight years ago I came to 
the city of Austin as a Land Office. 
clerk. I got acquainted with J. T. 
Robison in 1893, when he was a mem
ber of the Legislature from East Texas. 
The first five months that he served 
in the General Land Office, beginning 
the middle of January, 1895, I workecl 
as a clerk by his side. He was my 
friend then, and he has been my friend 
throughout all these years. 

The purpose of this investigation is 
to determine whether or not in your 
judgment there is suffident evidence 
showing that Commissioner J. T. Robi
son is guilty of high crimes and mis
demeanors of such a nature as that in 
all human probability in a trial before 
the Senate he would be convicted of 
these charges. 

Counsel for the House did not make 
quite clear our position. We are ready 
to go. We have been ready to go ever 
since the House adopted this resolu
tion. We are not insisting, however, 
and we did not at the conference held 
with these gentlemen this afternoon, 
that they should be forced into a hear
ing of this matter until they had. had 
a reasonable length of time in which 
to familiarize themselves with the facts 
of these matters that they would seek 
to develop before this House in this 
proceeding. There is no quarrel be
tween those gentlemen representing the 
House and those of us representing the 
Commissioner in that regard. 

We do not agree with counsel that 
the testimony introduced before this 
committee should be used in this in
vestigation. I do not know even the 
names of all of them. They are mem
bers of this House. Some of them I 
know are my warm personal friends. 
But the committee that heard that tes
timony was not limited to membership 
of· the House; and I dare say, gentle
men, there is not ten per cent of the 
membership of the House who have read 
the transcript of the testimony. You 
have been too busy with other matters 
to take the time to read that testi
mony. 

It may be that the gentlemen who 
served on that committee have a clear 
idea and opinion in their minds as to 
the bias or prejudice, if any, there ex
ists on the part of any of those wit
nesses who testified, and the members 
of the committee doubtless have fixed 
opinions in their minds as to the credi
bility of those witnesses. I don't know 
who they were. It is true that Mr. 

Smith, of counsel for Mr. Robison, was 
there, and I am willing to admit that 
in all human probability he conducted 
Mr. Rabi.son's side of the investigation 
better than Senator Price or I could, 
but I know nothing about it. 

But, gentlemen, this is a serious 
matter. It is a criminal proceeding, 
ancl you can't make anything else out 
of it. That was firmly .and definitely 
settled by the ruling of Senator Dean, 
presiding officer of the Senate, in the 
Ferguson impeachment trial. You can't 
afford to make a mistake. It is true I 
am biased. I am biased because my 
friend is charged with wrongdoing. I 
am biased. I don't believe he is guilty, 
but it is not for me to say. It is for 
you to answer that question. 

Now. it happened, gentlemen, that a 
great many years ago I served as a 
public prosecutor in Texas, elected 
county attorney three times and dis
trict attorney seven times. There is 
no halo around my head. I claim no 
authority that is not possessed by every 
member of this House, but I saw years 
ago injustice done, finding indictments 
by grand juries against men, charging 
them with felonies, when there was not 
sufficient evidence to justify a trial, 
much less a conviction; and as best I 
could I adopted this rule: I was there 
as district attorney to do as I chose 
to do, because nobody ran against me, 
ancl if I were to lie down tonight and 
die I could face my Maker with the 
consciousness that I never asked a jury 
of men in my life to send any person 
to the penitentiary when I would not 
have been willing to do so if I were 
a member of the jury. 

A haphazard investigation here. Take 
the testimony of men introduced before 
a small committee of the House. You 
are the ones to pass upon their credi
bility and the weight to be given their 
testimony. How are you going to do 
it unless you can look in their faces 
and see the whites of their eyes? Adopt 
articles of impeachment accusing this 
man of high crimes and misdemeanors. 
He goes over to the Senate. We go over 
there with him. Suppose the Senate 
finds that in their judgment, upon their 
oaths, that the testimony is not suffi
cient to disgrace him and remove him 
from office. Ladies and gentlemen of 
the House, that does not wipe away the 
stain. 

When I was a clerk in the General. 
Land Office under the friend of my 
father, Colonel McGaughey, there was 
an investigation before the House, in 
1893, and a lot of testimony was offered 
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of a hearsay nature. It was rrurify
ing. We went over to th,, Senate. I 
do not renwmber exa"tly now what the 
votrs \H'TP, hut n1v re1·olleetion h~ that 
t.lw largest nnmhe1: of rnt.t•s to ti11d Col
onrl ~IeGaughey gnilt.y did not l'X<'Ped 

<•ig-ht or ten. 
Now, gPntlcmC'n, I ""lllll,l not stultify 

myself or i11sult you whrJI this hraring 
is rompletPd. if the fads nr<' r]PHloperl. 
and I think the~· ought to ht> devel
oped from witnesses wliom ynu ha\'\'.' an 
opportuuity to Jnok in the fare, and 
show that ~Ir. Holiison i-. guilty of high 
('rime~ ;llHl nti~dl'llll'anor~. I would not 
ask \'nu to stultify vour~Pln•s and vio. 
Jatr ·your oath-.: 

0

a11'd votC' not guilty 
unll'~~. lmsr<l on vour consriPtH'e. vou 
eould '""t that ki'nd anrl character. of 
\'Oft'. 

J,et ml' trll ynu one lilt.le 1wrsonal 
mat!Pr. \\"hr11 I was elPdrd district 
att.ornrv in l!l02 a man hy thr name of 
('iarr·n;<' ~[artin was ,.J~·rted district 
judgr>. For t wc-ln· yt>ars he presided 
owr tlw distrir·I ronrt in the Thirty
thirrl Distrir·t. I tra,·rle1l with him, 
~IC'pt in the sanw room with him. P\·en 
slPpt i11 till' same lwrl with him. There 
lll'YPr \Yas a time during those- twelve 
\l.,IJ"' that f P\"l'r had anY dnnbt about 
ihe hom•stY nf rhara<'tei· of Clarence 
~fartin as a jnst and upright judge. 

D11ri11;! t1le war. in this eity, a par
ti!;oan attorrlPy for the guvPl"llllll'l1t of the 
l'niterl Stales, and he ong-ht to have 
lwrn ;udrnme1l of himsC'1f for doing it, 
causl'1l a grand jury to indict that man 
for fraudulent use of the mails. almost 
as dis~ra<'f'fnl a l'harge as if he had heen 
areuspr] of Sl'durtion. denied the right 
of ronfronting any pf'rRon hefore the 
g-rand jury and PXplaining those mat
trrs. 

\\'hen the\" indicted him I came here. 
:l!anv of hi·, other friends came here. 
\\"p ;11111ounr'P<l reach· for trial when the 
gon•rnnwnt did. Fil' was triP1l and ac
')Hitterl. Honorable Duvall 'Vest, who 
preside<! on•r that court, told one of 
mv assodatP!-', Yirtor L. Brooks. that 
ciarenr·e ~fartin har! ,·iolaterl, in his 
opinion, no law of the land, nor had he 
violated the P!hir•s of th<' profession. 

Tor!a~·. i11 forty miles of this Capitol, 
that man is living on a little farm, 
hrokrn-l11•artPrl. crushed. _.\. nrdirt of 
nnt guilty rlidn't. wipr out the stain 
of a <'lrnri:rt• of that <'haracter. no more 
than yo11 ran wip1• ink stains out of a 
muslin clrl'ss. 

I may han-' too murh frelin~ in this 
matter i.iC'f'RUSP of mr friPndship for 
.Tim Rohiso11. \Yr rlon't want to delay. 
\~\· want to g-ivt• the:-;p gt·11tlemen all the 

ti11w that they need, but let us have 
tlw witnesses in the flesh. \Ve didn't 
start this thing. If it is true that J. 
T. Hohison shoulcl he removed from 
otl'11·p, tlu•n it doesn't make any differ
t'Il<'e how much money it would cost, 
IH'causp tlw State of Texas ought to 
s1ienrl it for a fair consideration of the 
farts. hearing the testimony of the wit
nesses. judging of their credibility as 
witnesses in this proceeding, and if, 
aftC'r a. fair consideration, you gent1e· 
mrn lJPliere that it would be unjust, 
inhuman to this old man and to his 
family to hrand him as a man guilty 
of hig-h erime~ and misdemeanors, a 
man who had dolated the sacred trust 
tht> pro plr of Texas had reposed in him, 
grt>at God. gentlemen, Texas is too big, 
anrl too grnnd and too just to stop at 
tlw spPnding of money, if by so doing 
,·on will vindiPate the character of a 
·just and an upright man. 
· J understand the precedure will be 
that this matter will be passed upon 
by .Judge Sinks, and then after his de
rision an appeal may be taken from 
his dt>C'ision to the House. 

X ow let's see about those witnesses. 
I ha \"l' been furnished by my associate, 
:!\fr. Smith. with a list of the witnesses 
produced by J\Ir. Petsch and the com
mittee. and their addresses, who live 
outside of Austin. They are: 

.J. C. Davis. Dallas; 
l\. R. Morgan, Lamesa: 
R. \Y. Han.away. Dallas; 
R. L. H ollida; .'EI Paso. 
E\·en·lwdv knows Boh Hollidav. a 

splP1Hli.d g~ntleman, a member of the 
Boan! of Regents of the University. 
Likel? this testimony was with regard 
to something of t.hat character. These 
witneSRes ran be gotten here. You can 
hring any of them here within twenty
fom· - hours. You can get every one of 
thesp witiw~se~ here hy next Thursday, 
anrl W<' are perfect!~· willing that the 
matter ma~· he postponed until Thurs-
day. . 

I understand from .fudge Smith that 
in the investigation of the Land Office 
tllf• rules of evidence were not strictly 
arlhered to. Hearsay evidence was of
fered. perhaps. on 1i'oth sides. I don't 
know. But we are going to beg of 
yon-we ha,·e no right to demand
that in the im·estigation of this case, 
in view of the fact that the testimony 
will be published daily and go out to 
thr world, that thie proceeding be run 
according to the rules of evidence. It 
is a criminal proceeding. \Ve believe 
this House, as• a matter of fairness to 
Mr. Rohison, as a matter of justice to 
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him and fairness to yourselves, should 
insist that no testimony be offered and 
made a oart of this record that should 
be inad1nissible or objectionable if he 
was on trial before the Senate. 

Now with these statements. gentle
men, I hope that that part of the re
quest of counsel for the House be de
nied. and we respectfully ask Judge 
Sinks to hold that that testimony is 
not admissible. We are not going to 
agree to it. If you decide otherwise, 
we will of course have to bow to your 
decision; but, for the reasons stated, 
we hope that that request with regard 
to the transcript be not adopted by the 
House. 

The Speaker: Any of the other coun
sel for respondent desire to be heard 1 

Mr. Smith: No further argument. 
The Speaker: Judge C. T. Freeman, 

rounsel for the proponent. 
..f"" Mr. Freeman: .Judge Sinks, Ladies 
land Gentlemen of the House--1 shall 
consume but a moment of your time. 
The respective positions of counsel for 
the House and the respondent have been 
stated, I think, clearly and fairly. The 
question Judge Sinks will pass upon, 
as I understand, is whether or not the 
testimony taken before the committee 
will be admitted in evidence, subject to 
such rulings as may be made if the 
witness were personally present and of
fered as a witness. 

This is an inquisitorial proceediug. 
as Judge Allen has explained. and the 
purpose of it is to get at the trnth of 
the transaction for the purpose of en
abling you to say whether or not Mr. 
Robison shall be tried before the Senate 
court of impeachment. 

vVe ask you to do this, first, because 
the testimony is under oath; second, 
it has been correctly transcribed: third, 
it is in such form that the House cau 
readily grasp the knowledge of the re
spective witnesses. It will save senral 
days of your time. I understand you 
desire to transact other public business, 
so far as you are able. after giving 
proper attention to this. 

In this inquisitorial proceeding, where 
you will not be charged by a court, and 
where you will be hearing the evidence, 
and expressing yourselves from infor
mation you gain in this way, we think 
it is just and fair, and a lawful and 
proper way of presenting the issues 
which you are to d~termine. The re
quest we make is that you permit us to 
substitute the transcript of the testi
mony for the consideration of the 
House, the same as if the witnesses were 
personally present, and under such rul-

ings as will be made as to its admissi
bility. That applies to both sides, and 
we invoke your ruling, Judge Sinks. 

The Speaker: We will hear Judge 
Sinks, the Presiding Judge. 

Judge Sinks: Gentlemen of the 
House-This matter has ·been presented 
here, you have heard counsel, and un
derstand it. As a matter of course, all 
lawyers know that the State, if it were 
a trial in the district court, could not 
introduce testimony of that character. 
But this, in my judgment, is an alto
gether different proposition. It is 
merely an action before a grand jury. 

l\ow. if llir. Robison and his counsel 
had not been present when that testi
mony was taken and permitted an op
portunity to cross-examine every wit
ness offered, I would unhesitatingly 
hold, not just as a mere matter of law, 
but as a matter of justice, that no part 
of that testimony could be read before 
you; but inasmuch as he had all the 
opportunity of being there himself and 
by counsel, and having the witnesses 
subject to cross-exa1nination, I think, 
as this is a grand jury proceeding, we 
sl10uld and ought to receive any testi
mony that is in that transcript, and 
have it read; subject, of course, to ob
jections that might be made. That 
would apply to witnesses for Mr. Robi
son ancl witnesses for the proponent. 

This is a ease where WP are not sit
ting as a court, as counsel has told you. 
~;-e are sitting merely as a grand jury, 
and testimonv of that sort has often 
been used before a grand jnry when they 
could not conYeniently get the wit
nesses. but had the testimony taken 
down; and the :rrnnd jury took it for 
the purpose of passing on whether or 
not an indictment should be found. That 
is all that there is for this body to pass 
on, whether charges should be preferred 
and presented to the Senate. 

My ruling. then, will be that either 
party may use this record, subject to 
any legal objections to the testimony.I,. 

.Mr. Hornaday: Mr. Speaker, is !le 
method of procedure that a member of 
the House may appeal from the ruling 
made by .Judge Sinks? 

The Speaker: The Chair does not 
haw any precedent to go by. but the 
Chair is going to hold that any mem
her ma~' appeal from the rnling of the 
Presiding J uclge. 

Mr. Hornaday: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker·, The gentleman from 

Cameron. 
l\Ir. Hornaday: Mr. Chairman, Judge 

Rinks. Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House-I regret that I s" feel the 
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necessity of taking an appeal from 
Judge Sinks' ruling at this early stag-e 
of the procedure. HoWPYN, I wish to 
emphasize and C':tll your attl'Jition to 
some of the rPmarks made II\· ~Ir. 
?.:loses whiC'h peculiarly imprf'sst:d u1r. 
as I belie1·c they <'nl)ihati<'ally i111pr<''"'d 
you; and that is that thi~ is 1-'0nH•tltiu~ 
more than a ~itting of a g-ro11p of grand 
jurors, for thP man's l"<'Jlll1ation i:-; at 
stake. 

It i8 a matter in "liil·li tiii:'.' Hou~c 
should go cautiously, sill 1 11tl~' and with 
much meditatio11. I takP it that it is of 
sueh kin in its serious pffC'd that it mav 
absolute]\· lie lihned to a trial itseif 
in the C'«mrts of this ~tatr; and while 
in the true seuse of lt._•g-al jurisprn<lenf'e 
it is not a trial, vet i11 it:; 1wrio11!" na
ture. in its serio1i::o.11ess, [ btke it that 
we t-ihould hPdge about it all the guar
anty of that Racredness of eharacter to 
whfch eYcry indil'idnal i,; cutitled, as 
mueh so as if it wrre in the f'onrts of 
our land. 

As the gPntleman has pointed out, 
one of th(' most sac·retl prodsious of the 
bill of right~. one which ~.\nglo-Saxons. 
which Ameri<'an~. haYe alwan; adhered 
to most strougly. is the nile of con· 
froutation to whirlt t1H• gPntleman re
ferrer!, that is the rule that a11v man 
under ae<-11sation mn~t he confronted 
with his accusers. That rule is guar
anteed bv the Constitution, in the hill of 
rights, that the man under accusation. 
under cloud, under threat of having his 
charnd.cr destroyed. shall ha1·e the right 
of haYing- the witnesses eonfront him 
who ~peak against his character. 

Noll', there- iR that elPment emanating 
from a witness whieh we know as de
meanor el'idenee. described by the gen· 
lleman here. You wa11t to know what 
you are doing. Yon want to he reason
ablv RUJ'P that then• will he sufficient 
evi;lPn<'e to serure a eondction. You 
know. gentlemen, the effect of this when 
it grws aPross from this House to the 
Senate. It spells disgrace for this old 
siln•r-hain•ll LaJHl C(munissioner, who 
has served this State for twenty-fh·e 
year:;;. You want tn see the co11duct of 
thesf' witnessp:;;.. 

Crntlemen, I was ronstraincd to he
Jien•. fr0111 thl' addrPsses of those gen
tleme11 who an~ aski11rr for this eanned 
testimony. tliis ranne.l Rhlff, that there 
mu:-.t lip ahout J.)0 of thnsp fellows frotn 
tht· far·Jlung- c•onwrs nf tlw 8tate. and 
whPll t11f' fa<·t.... wi•re kuown there were 
fonr. two or thn·e of th<'m from Dallas. 
aud one geutlPnw11 frnm Lamesa, in 
Dawson ronntv. 

\\'p want 
0

tlwst• gpntll•men IJrought 

""'"" \\"hile the ruling may he legally 
.11ul t<'<'hnically correct, in order that 
ju't in• may morr sacredly he done you 
want these four or fiye gentlemen 
l1ro11ght here. 

l!Pntlemen, ~Ir. ~loses remarked that 
.... ornething in tlIP nature of tlrn rules 
nf e0111·t procedure should be adhered 
lu. If you will read Section 2 in the 
orighial House (Journal of the resolu
tion in 1rhich this committee was pro-
1·i<lrd for, vou will find: 

"That said committee shall ha,·e 
powpr to formulate its own rules of 
procedure and e1·idence." You will find 
tliat 011 page 238 of the House Journal, 
"And to prol"ide for its own hours of 
meeting and adjourning." 

I don't know what rules they adopted, 
or whether )Ir. Robison knew of those 
rules, or what they did about it. 

"Said committee shall sit in the 
Capitol at Austin during its sessions, 
and sessions of said committee shall be 
open to tl1e public, except at such times 
as the committee, by a majority vote, 
may determine to hold au executive 
se~sion.'' 

Xow, in your executive sessions, I 
don't know \Vhat was done. or how manv 
were held, hut was J. T. Robison there·! 
""as he entitled to representation at all 
hours at which it met 1 It may have 
been tl1a t he was there at a!I times 
other than the times when it held 
executfre sessions. but at the executive 
sPssions neither J. T. Robison nor his 
attorney were there. Ye gods. the in
justice that could he done under that 
rPsoJntion. 

After all is said and done. gentle
men, this is one of the important mat
ters that this House has to pass upon. 
It is up to you to deal honorably and 
sa<'rcdlv with the character of J. T. 
Hol1i,;0;1. I take it that the only differ
en<'e between us is between having those 
four witnesses come here, or else taking 
their canned testimony and denying us 
the opportunity of seeing the expression 
on their faces when they answer the 
eross-examination of Dayton Moses, and 
when they are cross-examined by the 
attornevs ·who are here as vour attor
nevs. You want them cross-e:xamined by 
1·oiu· attorne>s. 
· Let us prC:eeed cautiously. Let us do 
everything that can be done in harmony 
with the principles of right and justice, 
to the end that a man's character may 
not be unnecessarily and unjustly de-
stroyed. · 

And with all deference and due re
spect to the nneralile sage from Gid
dings, I am constrained to appeal from 
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the ruling, with the thought only in 
mind that these four or five witnesses 
may be· brought here to confront you. 
w;ith all due deference to the sage of 
Giddings, I respectfully appeal from his 
ruling. 

The Speaker: The question is whether 
the ruling of the Presiding Judge shall 
be sustained. · 

Mr. Chastain: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Eastland. 
Mr. Chastain: Mr. Speaker, why have 

all this hearing here? If we are going 
to use the record, why not pass it out of 
here, and dismiss these attorneys, and 

dismiss this whole proceeding ? 
Mr. Speaker, I never saw Jim Robi

son in my life until I came to this Leg
.islature. I never had any business with 
him in my life. I was never in the Land 
Office but about once in my life. 

But I waut to say here this evening 
that I want to i·ender justice to this 
great State, and if Jim Robison is guilty 
of misconduct, if he is guilty of steal
ing and appropriating more than $30,000 
of the State's money to his own use and 
benefit, I will be one of the first men, 
when I am convinced· of that, to send 
him over yonder, and let them send him 
from that office in shame and disgrace. 

But, so help me God, I will never let 
a proceeding of this kind go by without 
raising my voice, even in defense, as I 
have said once in this House, of a corn
field negro. 

Now, are we going to have these men 
here so we can look them in the whites 
of their eyes? I believe I flatter my
self, sir, that I can judge human na
ture sufficiently to tell when a man is 
lying or when he is telling the truth. 

The grand jurors, when they meet, do 
three of them find an indictment, or six 
of them find an indictment? No, it 
takes three-fourths of them. I say for 
us to use the record here that was made 
by six would be unfair ti> the State of 
Texas, and it is not fair to J. T. Robi
son, our Land Commissioner. 

This committee made their rules as 
they saw fit, sir. They adopted their 
plan by which they were to be governed. 
How can this House submit to such a 
thing as that? I don't believe they are 
going to do it. 

I want to say, in justice to all con
cerned, that we certainly ought to de
mand to have these witnesses brought 
here. If I am going to vote au indict
ment against J. T. Robison, sir, I want 
them here, and want to look at them. 
I want to see whether or not, in my 
mind, they are lying or telling the 

truth. And I want this committee and 
this House to adopt a rule that will 
give a man the rights he is entitled to. 

Oh, they say, this is just merely au 
inquisitive body. Yes, but what de
pends upon this inquisit.ive body 'I The 
honor, sir, and the integrity of Jim 
Robison, and the honor and integrity 
and fair dealing of this great Common
wealth. 

Do we want to send this matter over 
yonder? If the members of this House 
were to send this matter over yonder, 
and if they spent three or four" weeks 
investigating, and not a single man 
there should vote for conviction, we 
would be in the light of infernal and 
infamous fools. 

I wa.nt to say to Y,ou members of this 
House that if it takes twenty-four 
weeks, Jet's give all parties concerned a 
fair, square deal, Robison and the State 
of Texas. If Robison is guilty, I will 
be the first one to say: J. T. Robison, 
go retire to your little home, and spend 
the rest of your days in dishonor, in 
shame and disgrace. That is the way 
I feel. 

The Speaker: I will recognize the 
gentleman from McLennan. 

Mr. Harman: Mr. Speaker, I want 
to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that unless we indict, he ought 
to be turned loose. Thi~ is my first 
suggestion, and the second is that you 
have evidence already, and on that evi
dence you ought to either convict or 
turn him loose. This is an inquisi
torial body-it is the inquisitorial body 
in this State. It is your grand jury. 
This is not a committee. A grand jury 
goes into a hole and closes the doors, 
with secret sessions. and they take in 
secret the testimony of a few witnesses, 
and as a result of that only about 25 
per cent of the indictments they return 
result in convictions. They are turned 
loose because they found the indictment 
without securing the necessary evidence 
which would result in a conviction. The 
rules are going to be different here. We 
are seeking to know all the facts here, 
and not just one side of it. Here we 
want to hear all the facts on both sides. 
We want to have all the testimony 
brought before us here. We do not 
merely want to have this transcript 
here--

Mr. Bond: That is not the question 
here. A member has the right to vote 
against the articles of impeachment, if 
he desires to, because he has not had 
an opportunity to look the witnesses in 
the eye--because ·he has not seen the 
witnesses, because he has not heard the 
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testimonv. But tl1e question here is, 
whether· or not the evidence that was 
taken before your committee will lie 
accepted an<l introdneed i11 eviden<'l', 
subject to any legal olJjections that 
may be made and pres<·nted to the suh· 
ject·matter contained in that report. 
Now, I takt) this µo:-;ition. that this 
House can, if it want~ to, n1te for the 
arti<'l(l~ of impParhme11t or against it, 
on the record of tlJe <'ommittee that it 
bas alread.v appointed to innstigate the 
eharges. and that the report of that 
(•omniittc•e i~ ~dmissil1lr in p\·idt'nre and 
arti<"lr~ of impeaPhmeut can he brought 
without jntrodu<'ing a single witnesR, if 
you waut to. This House C'an yote ar
tides of impeachment upon the report 
of your iun.•stigating rommittee. The 
accused, of ruurne. shall haYe the right 
to makP an;\· t•xplunation he sePs fit 
liefore tliis Committee as a \\hole, or 
the propnnents <'an bring such witnesses 
here as they 1rnnt. The question for 
ns at this time is to !'"" upon the rul· 
ing of 1iliether or not this testimony is 
admissihlP. 

I call vonr attention to the .Jefferson 
llfanual, 'page 2.>i. Quoting from page 
2;>7: "Impearhnw11t ha Ying been made 
on the floor by '' member, or charges 
sug-gesting impeachment having been 
mack hy mpmorial or even appearing 
through comwon fame, the House has at 
times ordered an investigation at once. 
At other times. it has refrained from 
doing that." X ow. in this case, you 
have ordered an innstigation to be 
made; you have appointed a committee, 
and that committee has made its report 
back, with its findings and the evidence 
that was taken Lefore the committee. 
J\fr. Robison and his attornevs were 
present at the hearing. At oth;r times, 
quoting further, it has refrained from 
ordering inve~tigation until the charges 
ha,·e been examined bv a committee. 
Now, vou ha,·e refrained in this matter 
until 
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the charges were investigated by 
your committee. The House has also 
examined the charges by its own com
mittee. Xow, mark you: The House 
has examined the charges hy its own 
committee before it has vot~d the im
peachment. Quoting further: This 
committee has sometimes been a select 
rommittee. somrtimes a standincr com
mittee. Sometimes it has made the 
invPstigation ex pnrte, as has not been 
done in this ease, but Ro hi son and his 
attorney~ ·Were there to cross-examine 
e\·ery ,;·itness. Quoting further: But 
in the later practice the sentiment has 
been in all instan<'e• in favor of always 
permitting the accused to explain, pre-

sent witnesses. rross-examine and be 
represented by <"ounsel. That has all 
li('en <lone. Now, vour committee on 
in1·estigation ha1·ing. reported, that has 
'"'en done, the House mav vote an im
fll'a<"hmcnt, and after hadiig notified the 
1'enate liy messenger - your committee 
on inHstigation having reported, the 
Honse may vote for impeachment. Now, 
that is the point that I am making. 
The committee has made its report, sub
mitted it, and you now ha,·e the power 
to vote for the articles of impeachment, if 
you want to, on that report and on that 
record, without the record being brought 
before you under that. Of course, 
whether or not yon want the witnesses, 
want to see them, and want to look 
them in the eyes, you still have the 
right under that to vote for or against 
the articles of impeachmcnt-

l\f r. Dayton Moses: Mr. Bond, the 
committee referred to in the Jefferson 
Manual-is not that a committee ap
pointed for the purpose of considering 
the proposed articles of impeachment, 
rather than a committee appointed at 
a previous session of the Legislature, 
just to make an im·estigation? 

l\Ir. Bond: All that I know about it 
is that it reads as follows: "The com
mittee of investigation having re
ported." 

Mr. Moses: But is not that the im
peachment, that the article refers to! 

ll!r. Bond: Reading from the begin
ning to the end, I think not. Because 
it provides how impeacl1ments may be 
started, by the investigating committee, 
and then that investigating committee 
makes its report, and it winds up: "Its 
committee on investigation 11aving re
ported, the House may vote the im
peachment." Therefore, I take it that 
thi• House can act on the report that 
has been made by the investigating com
mittee by considering the report here
tofore made hy the committee. Just 
one other poinl, now: It is a fact that, 
as the gentleman has stated, before a 
grand jury can return a hill of indict
ment, witnesses are brought before that 
grand jury. We have a statute which 
provides that no bill of indictment may 
be returned except upon the sworn tes
timony of witnesses before that grand 
jury. 

l\fr. Chastain: Judge Bond, do you 
see any difference in that report and 
what the grand jury would do, when 
the action of the grand jury must be 
concurred in by three-fourths of the 
members of that body? 

Mr. Bond: There· is considerable dif
ference, because we have no rules laid 



down whi<-b prO\·ide that articles of im· 
peat•hment .hall he presented against 
any man unleae the witnesses are 
brou,::ht IK'fun• him and sworn. Xow, 
we do ha\·'1' a statute with rt>ft:'rt'lll'e to 
a hill uf indi•·tment-and rnming l>l'fore 
a grand jury. But. when u man bas 
bcPll indil'led. he must he l'oufront<'d by 
the witne••e• who te•tify against him. 

The Speaker: Befure we rnte on thi• 
question. as to whf.lther or nut the Pre
•idiug Judge •hall be sustaiued, I want 
to present .Judge Sinks. 

Judge Sinko: It the Hou•e deeides 
thnt this de<>ieion is inrorrert, it means 
that \'Oil cannot use that rec·ord whid1 
has lieen made for any purpo•e ex<·ept 
impeadiment of a witnest; in this in
\'estigation. If the mling is correct. 
we could, under those cirrumstanc·es, 
uee this record whieh has heen taken 
here hy the investigating committee. I 
will say further. if you so desire, that 
you may introduec additional and inde
pendent testimony aside from that em
bodied in tl.iis record of the testimony 
taken hy the investig11ting committee. 
but if you decide against my ruling, it 
then, under those cireumstances, could 
he used only for the purpose of im
peaehing witnesses who ma~· be brought 
on the stand before th~ House. 

Mr. Grnves: Is it not a fact, ,Judge 
Sinks, that if the House overrules your 
decision in the matter. that later on it 
could go hack and take it up, if the 
House saw tit. on the vote of the House 1 

Judge Sinks: I do not know just 
what the House might do. I would 
dead sure not rule on it again. 

Mr. Graves: It would not be impos· 
sible for the Honse to go back and take 
it up! 

Judge Sinks: You eould. and I am 
sure would. if they should receh·e this 
record, notwithstanding the ruling now, 
but I would not have anv voice in the 
matter. · 

Mr. Kinnear: Do I understand that 
if we take this testimony in this 
record here, that additional testimonv 
in the waY of witnesses would not b"e 
used T • 

Judge Sinks: Xo. You can not only 
have the testimony that is produced in 
the record here, which has been ex
plained, but the~· could introduce that 
particular witness, or any other wit· 
nesa, even one who has not testified here 
in this pre,·ious investigation. The 
present ruling is that the testimony of 
the witnesses which has been transcribed 
might he introduced as evidence in this 
proceeding. 

Mr. Chastain: We do not care for 
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them URillg' that. but. Wt.• want the wit· 
netlttt~~ ht>rt.•. \\\_• would want tu plat•e 
him on the ~taud ancl exumirw him here 
lH.'fore thiR Houst'. 

llr. Kinneur: Then. if Wt• t•an. if we 
can han~ tlw witnt'sses hen'. us Wt•ll as 
the testimony whid1 ha.s alreadv hee-u 
takt-n. theu 'would we votl' ··a)·e" or 
"no"~ 

.Judge Sinks: If vou \ot<• lo uphold 
the ruling ju•t ma"de, you will vote 
"a,·e.'' 

1.'he Speaker: I recognize )fr. Van 
Zandt. 

:llr. \'1111 Zandt: :llr. Chairman, and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House--! 
crave your indulgence for about two 
minutes. I want ~·ou to take time out 
on me. Xo one approaches the que•tion 
whirh confronts us with more delibera
tion than I do. While on the other 
hand. we ha,-e onl~·-we h11vc n?t only 
a duty to perform as the Comnuttee of 
the \\'hole, hut we have our obligation 
to the State of Texas as well. Now, 
then, we have in the form of the rel
ator a man who has served the State 
of Texas for more than a quarter of a 
f'entury. \\"e have, with the eommittee, 
to rule on the questions which may 
come hefore us. one of our own mem
bers, Judge Sinks. N"o man here has 
any more high esteem for him than I 
do, and hi~ ruling. I am sure, will be 
impartial nnd fair in every instance, 
not onh· to :\Ir. Rohison, but to the 
membership of this House as well. In 
offering this, the gentleman from Cam· 
eron has appeall'd from his ruling, but 
he moved it this wav: that the evidence 
prodm·ed and showi1 here in the form 
of the transeript. that <·ontains the full 
text of the proeeediugs heretofore had 
brfore tlte investigating committee 8(-J
pointed from this House, will not he 
put in eddence hefore us. .Judge Sinks 
has ruled that the tran'C·ript of the evi
dence taken hy that committee should 
he aclmittt><l ii; rviden('e, in so far as it 
is application-so fur us it is applica
ble to the qnestiom which arise or 
which may arise in the im·estigation 
which we are now making. Subject. 
however, to the objections and excep· 
tions which may be made to it hy op
posing t·ounsel-counsel for the House 
and counsel for the relator, Robison. 
\Vhat c·ould be more fuir than that 1 

:\Ir. Storey: )fay I ask a question? 
:\Ir. \"an Zandt: Certainly. 
:llr. Storey: Suppose it is not neces

i-<ary-suppo~e it_ is necc~sary to re
fute. explain or impead1 the testimony 
of some of these witnesses. who have 
been before the investigating commit-
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tee, how, without having those witnesses 
here to lay the proper predicate, are you 
going to impeach their testimony 1 

Mr. Van Zandt: In regard to the 
question of the gentleman from \Vil· 
barger, Mr. Storey, I will make thi" 
statement: E,·ervone here knows :\fr. 
Storey's ability a~ an attorney as well 
as his ability as a legislator. He well 
knows that in a matter of this kind. 
that any witness ran be subpceuaed and 
brought here before tliis House in con· 
nection with any testimony that he has 
given iu the investigation condueted by 
this investigation committe(>. The mere 
fact of the introdurtion of this testi· 
mony that has been taken h~· the inves· 
tigation committee does not bar either 
party from offering an~· witness to ~es· 
tify or any eddence on any subject 
tourhing that particular matter. 

llfr. Storey: I know that no rules of 
evidence that are not applicable could 
be raised here. \Ye are the sole judges 
of the eddence that may be prod need 
before us. \Ve ean refuse to receive, 
or we can receive, anv evirlence that is 
admissible before this body. We are 
the sole judges of the evidence that we 
may receh·e and what we will not re
ceive. 

llfr. Van Zandt: As I liave stated to 
this House before, if it wants to vote 
for the iP1peachmcnt of Mr. Robison, it 
should do it; and if it doesn't want to 
do so, it should not; but I want to say 
to you in this instance, that it would 
be a rebuke to Judge Sinks to overrule 
his opinion and his judgment on this 
question-a man whom no one can deny 
has served the State in the Legislature 
and in different capacities for more than 
forty years, and I hope that the House 
will sustain his ruling. 

Whereupon, the ruling of Judge Sinks 
was sustained by the vote of the House. 

Mr. Allen : l\Ir. Speaker, and Gen tie
m en of the House-I think, in view of 
the ruling of the Presiding Officer hav
ing been sustained by your body, that 
we ean he ready to proceed with the case 
Thursday morning, but not prior to 
that time. There are over 1000 pages 
of the testimonv taken in the investi· 
gation before, ~nd there are, perhaps. 
other witnesses we will want to use, 
and we would like to postpone further 
hearings until next Thursday. 

Mr. l\Ioses: \Ye will be ready to go 
Thursday morning. I would like to ask 
this, Mr. Chairman, of counsel for the 
House: That each side furnish the 
other side with a list and the names of 
the witnesses that may be "subprenaed 

hereafter. Quite a number of witnesses 
have been subprenaed already in behalf 
of Mr. Robison. 

\\l1ereupon, recess was taken until 
Thursday, June 13, at II o'clock a. m. 

THUR8DAY, ,JUNE 13, 1929. 

The Committee of the Whole recon
vened at 2 o'clock p. m. on Thursday, 
.June 13, 192!!, pursuant to adjournment 
on Monday, June 10, 1929. 

HULES AND REGULATIONS GOV
ERNING PROCEDURE IN THE 

MATTER OF THE INVESTI
GATION OF J. T. ROBISON, 

LAND COMMISSIONER. 

First. 

The attorneys for either the pro
ponents or for Mr. Robison before the 
introduction of any testimony may 
make an opening statement of the case. 

Second. 

Attorneys representing proponents 
shall have the sole authority to develop 
the facts and perfect the record from 
the standpoint of the proponents in 
the investigation in such manner as they 
deem best, subject to the rulings of the 
member appointed by the chairman to 
rule upon admissibility of evidence, and 
the same rule shall apply with reference 
to counsel representing the respondent, 
J. T. Robison. 

Third. 

Any member of the committee shall 
have the right to suggest any question 
to be propounded to any witness who may 
testify before said committee; provided, 
however, that all questions suggested by 
such members shall be submitted in 
writing to counsel for the House or for 
the respondent, and such counsel shall 
propound such question or questions if 
in the discretion of the counsel such 
question is deemed pertinent or ad
visable. 

Fourth. 

All rulings of the member appointed 
by the chairman to pass upon admissi
bility of evidence shall be final, unless 
an appeal, seconded by at least fifteen 
members, shall be taken from such 
ruling. 

Fifth. 

No applause, or demonstration of any 
kind, shall be permitted in the commit
tee of the whole House. 
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Sixth. 

All oaths to witnesses shall be admin· 
istered bv the chairman of the com· 
mittee. • 

The above rules and regulations gov· 
eruing procedure in the committee were 
adopted by the committee. 

Henry L. Gazley was sworn by the 
Speaker as one of the reporters to take 
this proceeding. 

The Speaker : The charges in the 
resolution authorizing the investigation 
will be found in the Journal of Thurs· 
day, June 6, 1929, on pages 53 down 
to page 58. If you don't have that 
Journal on your desk, you may obtain a 
copy in the Sergeant-at-Arms' room. 

I suppose it will be in order at this 
time to have the charges in the resolu· 
tion read. I will leave that as a mat
ter for the attorneys. I notice that the 
proceedings call for statements by the 
attorneys. We will have the charges 
read first, and the statements follow, or 
vice versa. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, it occurs 
to me that the first procedure would be 
for us to call our witnesses and see if 
we are in a position to proceed. If we 
are, then I don't know of any charges 
that are now pending before the body. 
This investigation, as I understand it, 
was to determine whether any charges 
should be filed. But anyway, the pres· 
ent procedure, I think, would be to call 
our witnesses and see. 

The Speaker: The attorneys for the 
House of Representatives, then, will call 
their witnesses. 

The attorneys for the House of Re pre· 
sentatives thereupon called the following 
witnesses: 

Judge R. L. Batts. 
Governor Dan ·Moody. 
Honorable Claude Pollard. 
Paul D. Page. 
Claude D. Teer. 
R. L. J;folliday. 
J. C. Hunter. 
R. W. Hanaway. 
Goodall H. Wooten. 
John C. Ross. 
Mr. Nivins. 
C. W. Gibson. 
R. M. Hamby. 
T. H. Barrow. 
N. A. Dawson. 
Herman L. West. 
T. N. Wilson. 
Mrs. H. A. Elliott. 
W. L. Stark. 
James Turner. 
Mrs. A. G. Upshaw. 
Gladys Lear. 

Bert Brydson. 
Mrs. H. l\f. Little. 
Dr. W. C. Roundtree. 
Charles W. Caldwell. 
Hai Hailey. 
Joe M; Toller. 
J. H. Burdett. 
Mrs. L. F. Grant. 
W. D. Hornaday. 
C. E. Morley. 
Honorable S. M. Halley. 
J. D. Jackson. 
James E. Ferguson. 
P. J . .Anthony. 
0. D. Whitwell. 
Receiving Clerk of the General Land 

Office. 
Mr. Greenwood. 
Mr. Dolley. 
l\Ir. Roselle. 
Mr. Tribuco. 
Cashier of the Texas Bank & Trust 

Company. 
Honorable Fred H. Minor. 
Cashier of the .American National 

Bank. 
C. W. Truehart. 
George H. Templin. 
W. B. Breazeale. 
Joe Dunlap. 
'Vayne Hart. 
H . .A. Turner. 
Manager and proprietor of the Barker 

Motor Company of .Austin. 
Manager and proprietor of the 

Fromme Motor Company of .Austin. 
Manager and proprietor of Covert 

Motor Company of Austin. 
Manager and proprietor of Johnson 

Rubber Company of Austin. 
The Speaker: We have one witness 

present in addition to that list. 
Mr. Allen: May I suggest, Mr. 

Chairman, that those witnesses do not 
know at what place to report. I know 
that two witnesses whose names were 
called are in the city and they expected 
to be here at this time. I am appre· 
hensive that there is some confusion 
about knowil)g where to report. 

The Speaker: Just a moment. Do 
any of the witnesses whose names were 
called happen to be in the gallery? 
There are some of them in the gallery. 
Yon gentlemen in the gallery come down 
into the reception room, and then pos· 
sibly into the bar of the House, and I 
will ask the Sergeant-at-Arms to recall 
those witnesses in the reception room 
also. - Now, several State witnesses 
called may be had by the use of the 
phone-the Governor and the .Attorney 
General, and several others whose 
names were called, are accessible, and 
maw be sworn as they come. 
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1\Ir. Allen: ~fr. Chairman. we ha,·c 
agrel'cl to telt>phone .Judge Batts. 

The i:lpeaker: The rpspo11de11t will 
call his witnessps. 

1\Ir. Smith: It will not hr nt>ressary. 
!\Ir. Chairman. to t·all our witnP~ses :;t 
this time. 

Thr SpNlkPr: Xow. grntlt•nw11. what 
al1out plaC"in~ our wi111l·ssrs 111Hh>r the 
ruleY 

l\Ir. Allen: .Tust one 1110111e11t. :IIr. 
Chairman, if you plrast•. Tltt• flrio.t wit· 
nrss that will rnmt'. WP ''an11ot begin 
without them, thtl,\' ;HP rig:ht here and 
we would like to han• them. The first 
wit11rssps we will 1a•Pcl heforp WP pro· 
ret>d di1l not a11s\\'t•r-)fr. Hadtlof'k, re· 
<·eivill,!! <'lPrk of t la• Grnpral Land Of· 
fire; l\Ir. H. A. T11rn1•1" YiC'e·pn•,ident 
and ma11ag1•r of t]H_• Texas Bank & Trust 
Company. '.\Ir. \\'hitwrll is here, be· 
rausP I talkt>d with him this morning
he g-ot in Oil tl!P mor11i11~ train. HOn
oralilP Fn•d )linor we will call to iden
tify some matters. Xow, if thrse wit
ne~srs ftrl' fll"C'Sl'llt. Wf' will IJl'gin. 

The 8p1'aker: \\'ell. the Rergeant-at· 
Arms will gn and l'all those wituesses. 
1\ow. I ,rant tlu.• }Jrf'SS to 11ntkrstand 
that the Chair wants to <·o-operate with 
\'Ml in every wav so that you ran take 
;!own thes<' 'notPB. I woul<i like for the 
ntto1 neys to a<h"ise the Chnir whether 
or uot 'thC' rttll' is invoked. whether or 
11ot the witlll'SSl's an• to he plaeecl under 
tl1P rule. 

:\Ir .. \lien: 
11£'SS('S p}:H'Pd 
wouldn't want 
thollgli. 

Y PA, we want the· wit
under the rnll'. \Ye 

them in the Honse, 

Th<' ~J><'akPr: 11ndl'rstand, in this 
r:uu.-· we are in,·oking the ruh•. I wi1l 
ask the atton1evs for earh sidP to call 
all tlw witnrss{:S and ask t11rm to as
spmlilt• in the rear hall and on the side 
of the' hall m·er here. and we will in· 
stnl<'t tht•m as bring under the rule. 

~[r. ~[o"r': ~Ir. Chairman. there 
may l1p a prP('t-'dent for tlw matter of 
Jllltt iug- witnrssP:" n11tlt.•r the ruh· and 
tl1i11g:-; of that sort. ~Ir. t'hairmau and 
,(!l'lltlPlll('Jl, f l'<ll\ RP(' Jio gnnd J>lll'(JOSe 

in i11Yoki11p; thP rnh•. ThPY han• theAe 
witul'~Sl'~ ~11111monPd liy tl1e attorneys 
n'Jlfl'~Pnting you, WP h;lYr no oLjerti~n 
lo tla•ir sitti11~ in the gallery if they 
wa11t to, '' l' arC' 11ot iu any position now 
to IJP al1lP to 1·011trol tlw galleries. Some 
of the witnPs~e~ wt• mav want tu use 
i11adn•rtP11t1~· may go ir~to the gallery 
and hrar ~ome of the tP~timonv. I was 
around this LPgislature a litt'le in the 
gallery wltf'11 tJH• math•r of investigating 
Colonel W. L. ~frGauglwy was had, and 

I wa~ hrrr during the investigation of 
Uon•rnor .James E. Ferguson. I may 
he in error, hut it is IllV recollection 
the rulr- was not inroked. ·\Ye wouldn't 
wa11t to iil' put in the position of be· 
ing- (lenietl the testimony of witnesses 
la•eau~e they might have gone into the 
gallery nnd hl'ard some witness' testi
mony in the rase, and the mere faet that 
is a~ked fur by one side or the other 
is 110 reason why what is equi\'alent to 
a command. T don't think it is prac· 
tirahle. There are a great many citizens 
of Texa' who are here and who will 
rome ltl'l'l'; some of those perhaps are 
not under proress that we may want to 
1Hw. Xow. in most jurisdictions. where 
the rnlc is invoked, in most courts that 
I have been in, it doesn't ~pply to wit· 
nesse~ te~tifying as to general reputa
tion. It may he that some of our wit· 
nes:-;e8 whom. we will seek to offer may 
he interrogated only upon that par· 
ticular matter. It may be that some 
of those witnesses will ·testify to some· 
thing C'lse. 1tlany of our wiinesses live 
in the ''"''st whose land rame under 
the proYisions of the Aet of 1923. There 
ma,. he some fart testimony that we will 
wai1t to deYelop from them, and I sin· 
cerely hope-I can see nothing to be 
gained by the rule--that <'Ounsel for the 
House \\·ill withdraw that request; I 
don't think it is prnrticable to try to 
i11\"oke the rule. There has been an in· 
,·rstigation with regard to, I assume, 
praetirally ewr,vthing that will be gone 
into hv the distinguished counsel for the 
Hons.e'. and a grea\ dPal of tlu~ testin1ony 
of those people has been reduced to 
writing; and I don't think it is prae
til'able-a lot of these people have come 
a long db~tanre, and I think I may say 
they are a type of men whose credibility 
will not he questioned. 'Ye want the 
widest publicity in this hearing and the 
most full and complete hearing it is 
humanly possihl,v to. have; and, so far 
as wr a re COIH'l"rned. we are willing for 
any witrn•ss and all witnesses to hear 
t lt~·se proeeedings-..!..not he on the floor 
of the House. hut if they want to sit 
in the gallery, we can find thrm easier: 
and we hope that eourse will he pur
sued. 

:llr. Allen: J\Ir. Speaker, and ladies 
nnd g<'ntlemen of the committee-The 
l'adiP<t recorded instance in which the 
rnle was invoked was in a Hebrew 
<'ourt, the record being in the Apocry· 
pha. and the application of the i·u]e in 
that ease, resulted in vindication of the 
charaeter of a good woman from false 
eharges made against her. In every 
rourt in England, and in every court 
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in any State of this country, either side 
in the ends of justice, upon demand, 
is entitled to invoke the rule, in order 
that one witness may not know what 
another witness has sworn on the same 
subject. I cannot see where any in
Justice could be worked upon any one; 
1t applies alike to the witnesses ·that 
are summoned here by counsel for the 
House and the witnesses that are sum· 
moned here on behalf of the respond
ent. It is certainly a just rule, and 
it has been invoked in all courts in 
Anglo-Saxon countries, it is a rule that 
is invoked under our court procedure 
in this State today, and I believe we 
_onght to invoke it in this case in or
der that justice may be done. In that 
connection, we think this: That in 
order to expedite the trial and to en
able cousnel on each side to talk to 
witnesses, that probably this large room 
to our right should be set aside as a 
witness room, and that when the wit· 
nesses are placed under the rule, they 
be given that cool, pleasant, delightful 
place to remain, and then counsel on 
either side can· talk to the witnesses, 
and without any unnecessary delay we 
can aid you and help you in arriving 
at your conclusion. 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Allen-1 
Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
The Speaker: Will the gentleman 

yield to the question! 
Mr. Allen: Certainly. 
Mr. Moses : It has been provided by 

resolution that the testimony in ques
tion and answer form will be published 
each day in the Journal. 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: We can safely assume 

that the gentlemen of the press will 
publish the testimony that in their 
judgment is material and constitutes a 
news item. What possible good is it 
·going to be to keep one witness from 
finding out what another witness has 
testified, when every daily newspaper in 
Texas is publishing, and you will find 
it in the Journal each morning after 
the day's proceedings the day before is 
over with. 

Mr. Allen: I take it that that situ
·ation will be carefully taken care of 
by the chairman of this committee, and 
when he places the witnesses under the 
rule, he will instruct· them not to come 
into this hall while another witness is 
testifying, and he will instruct them 
not to read the testimony of any wit
ness prior to the time of their being 
placed upon the witness stand. Tha·t 
will be a positive instruction given by 
.the chairman. 

A member: Mr. Speaker, will tlte 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. Allen: Certainly. 
A member: But, Judge Allen, as a 

technical matter, even after they are 
instructed, do you believe the witnesses 
will refrain from reading the testi
mony! 

Mr. Allen: My observation and ex
perience has been that most men are 
right thinking and are honest men, and 
that probably these witnesses are, and 
that they will obey such instructions 
as are given them by the chairman. 
And if they tlo not, well, that is a mis
fortune. 

The member: Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield again? 

Mr. Allen: Certainly. 
The member: Judge, don't you be

lieve that these witnesses, if they are 
honest enough to follow out these in
structions, that they are honest enr,ugh 
not to be affected by any testimony as 
given from this witness chair? 

Mr. Allen: The suggestion may be 
made that by experience and years of 
practive over the country, that the rules 
of justice are promoted by promoting 
the rule. 

Senator Price: Mr. Speaker-? 
The Speaker: Senator Price--1 
Senator Price: The presiding officer 

and gentlemen of the House--Now, it 
may be that, in the Apocrypha, the 
precedent mentioned by Judge Allen ex
ists. But we have in hern not a mat
ter that goes back into the Apocrypha, 
but it is a living Texas issue, to be 
decided not bv the ancient tomes of the 
Hebrew, but' from the standpoint of 
common sense and things that every
body knows. As a matter of fact, this 
whole case, the challenges have been 
made, the testimony of such eminent 
persons as the Governor of Texas, Hon
orable R. L. Batts, Mr. Holliday, the 
Board of Regents, the Attorney Gen

. era!, has been scattered over this en
tire State; there is scarcely a person 
in this State who keeps up with pub
lic matters but who is already advised 
largely as to the issues involved in 
this case. This ·State House belongs 
to the people of Texas. The Constitu
tion provides that proceedings taken 
here shall be open. Necessarily there 
will be numbers of witnesses who will 
be called upon to testify on trivial mat
ters, who will came here from a long 
distance, and I see no reason why, in 
a trial of- this matter, that these peo
ple should be denied the right to sit in 
the gallery, as other citizens, and hear 
this thing through. 
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A member: Will the gentleman 
yield? 

The Speaker: Will the gentleman 
yield to the gentleman there? 

Mr. Allen: Certainly. 
The member : I want to ask you a 

question-or, rather, three questions in 
one: What purpose could be subserved 
by invoking the rule'/ 

Senator Price: It simply means 
this: That the lawyers for respondent, 
and no others, could enforce such a 
,rule. There will be no practicable way 
of seeing to it that some important 
witness does not take a place in those 
galleries, and then when he is offered 
as a witness, a squabble will arise as 
to whether he is qualified. I say this, 
that in view of the fact that the Jour
nal each day will carry verbatim the 
testimony of these witnesses-

Mr. Allen: Senator, will you yield 
for a suggestion? 

Senator Price: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Allen: It may be, Mr. Speaker, 

that no great harm can result in this 
hearing from the rule not being fol
lowed, and in economy of time and to 
expedite this ·hearing we will not 
further insist on invoking the rule. 

The Speaker: All right. Call the 
first witness, please,-or read your 
charges there. Judge Freeman-? 

Judge Freeman: The difficulty with 
which we are. confronted at this time re
lates to the proceedings in the absence 
of witnesses we think we can obtain 
within a i·easonable time, although we 
are not even sure of that, and we are 
not sure that we can get the witnesses 
as they will be needed. The chief clerk 
is com piling, or has compiled, a list of 
the witnesses summoned. He is under
taking, I understand, to ascertain who 
are present and who are absent, regard
less of cause. Some of these returns on 
the subpoenas where the witnesses are 
absent, of course, will have to be read. 
Now, we desire to proceed without de
lay, but in the event, after the exercise 
of due diligence, we cannot get witnesses 
at the particular time they are wanted, 
we, of course, crave the indulgence of 
the committee to get them here. First, 
Mr. Chairman, we would like to know 
if, when we begin, we are going to be 
crowded-sometimes just like the court 
-or will we have a reasonable oppor
tunity, in the event we are diligent, to 
get the witnesses we must have! 

The Speaker: Of course, the Chair 
and the House, I am sure, will be rea
sonable. Tlie House, I know, is con
cerned greatly that we might dispatch 
husiness and get all the work of the 

House; we want the hearing to speed 
with all dispatch possible, to do no in
jury to anybody concerned. I believe 
that is the sentiment of this House. 

Judges Freeman: With that under
standing, we desire to proceed. 

The Speaker: If you will give the 
Chair the list of witnesses, we will get 
busy on that right now. 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: Mr. Chairman, I think 

counsel inadvertently has overlooked one 
paragraph in the procedure adopted,
that is, before the taking of any testi
mony, either side may make an opening 
or preliminary statement. 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. Now is the 
proper time to make the statement. 

Mr. Moses: I think-
Th e Speaker: And as the Chair has 

suggested, and the matter may be im
proper on his ·part, with reference to the 
charges, I don't care whether you-

Judge Yreemen (interrupting): We 
would like to have the report of the 
investigating committee read. As far 
as the preliminary statement is con
cerned, we are not in position to out
line conclusions. This is an investiga
tion to determine what charges should 
be made, if p.ny, and things of that 
kind. We haven't had opportunity to 
talk to our witnesses. We have cleared 
the way to the making of a preliminary 
statement. As has been suggested, we 
have the statement in the nature of sug
gestions on subjects we desire to inves
tigate, but not as to the charges that 
we expect to endeavor to sustain. 

The Speaker: Do you care to make 
any statement 1 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, I think 
the orderly procedure would be to first 
read the report of the committee, so that 
we can understand the matter before 
this body and then follow with such 
statement as we are in a position to 
make at this time. 

Mr. Moses: To which the respondent 
objects, for the reason that it is not ad
missible, a report of the committee of 
this House in a former proceeding is 
not evidence. This investigation is be
ing had by virtue of what is known as 
the Van Zandt resolntion, not by virtue 
of what some gentleman, members of 
this House, might have said on a former 
occasion with regard to the investiga
tion that they made by virtue of the 
authority of the House; and it is also 
inadmissible because it is -tbe opinion 
and conclusion of those witnesses, and 
the testimony is not admissible--that is, 
their report. 

Mr. Allen: Then we would at least 
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suggest that the Van Zandt resolution and the showing of the items of expendi· 
first he read before we make our state· ture." 
ment. 

'.\Ir. Moses: We have no objection to 
that. 

:llr. Allen: All right. 
The Spenker: The Clerk will read the 

Van Znndt resolution. 
The Reading Clerk thereupon read 

the Van Zandt resolution. ns follows: 
\\-hereas, The report of the eommittee 

authorized by Senate roncurrent resolu· 
tion Ko. 4, passed at the Hegular Ses
sion of the Forty-first Legislature, and 
reported at the First Called Session of 
the Forty-first Legislature of tlie State 
of Texas, heretofore filed with the House 
of Representati\"es of said Legislature 
and eontained in the Journal of said 
House, from pages 4.32 to 456, inclusive 
thereof, discloses, with other things, the 
following facts, to-wit: 

I. "For the purpose of paying the 
expenses of administering the 1925 Re
appraisement Act, the law provided an 
assessment of one eent per acre for eaeh 
acre of land offered for reappraisement. 
Under t11is provision. the Commissioner 
collected a total of $72,865.45. as re
ported hy the auditors employed by the 
committee. Over one-half of this amount 
was collected before the convening of 
the Special Session of the Thirty-ninth 
Legislature in September, 1926. The 
1925 Act proYided that such portion of 
this fund as would not be used in the 
payment of expenses should be paid 
into the State Treasurv. The one cent 
per acre fund, tlnder the terms of this 
act, strictly constituted it a public 
fund. 

"During the Special Session of the 
Thirty-ninth Legislature an amendment 
to the last reappraisement act was 
passed, which changed the one cent per 
acre fund so as to provide that the un
used portion should be returned pro rata 
to the owners of the reappraised lands." 

And that J. T. Rohison, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office of the State 
of Texas, did on sundry and divers 
dates, from and after April 31, 1925, 
deposit in certain bank or banks in the 
city of Austin said reappraisement fee 
to the credit of "J. T. Robison Sper·ial" 
account. 

2. That no part of said fund was 
placed in the State Treasury, as re
quired by law. 

3. "That no effort was made hv the 
Land Office to keep a proper or ii;telli· 
gent set of hooks eYiclencing the receipt 
of the money belonging to said fund 

4. "That for the amount of $20,325.51 
shown to ha,·e been checked out of the 
bank, the Commissioner was not able to 
produce any cancelled checks." 

5. "That the sum of $12,4i!.i8 was 
received by the Commissioner and never 
deposited in any bank. As a result, the 
Commissioner was unable to account for 
the sum of $32, 797 .29 of the money re· 
cch·ed by him in any manner whlltso
ever." 

6. The said "record discloses that the 
Commissioner used from the aforesaid 
funds diffrrent sums of money for pri
vate purposes and made payments out 
of said fund to various members of his 
family." 

i. That said committee further re· 
ported on the administration of said 
fund lw said Commissioner that "the 
whole ;u·count mis handled in a reck
less and indifferent manner and without 
semblance of ordinary precaution call'u
lated to enable the Commissioner to 
render an account of said funds." 

8. That the said Commissioner "re
ceh·ed numerous gifts in the nature of 
lands and money and that they were 
donated in most instances by the owners 
of large tracts of land in "Texas. The 
evidence di"cioses that the Commis
sioner received as a gift in one instance 
a tract of land which he sold after 
holding the same for several months 
for a consideration of $2000; that he 
received gifts and various sums of 
money amounting to as mueh as $2200 
at one time and $500 upon two other 
occasions, besides numerous otb.er 
smaller cash gifts." 

9. Said committee further reported 
that, "in addition to the aforesaid gifts 
the Commissioner received the sum of 
$(li83. 70 in refund checks endorsed by 
the payees and returned to the Com· 
n1issioner." Said checks having been 
forwarded to said payees by said Com· 
missioner in performance of his duties 
as Land Commissioner in the adminis· 
tration of aforesa.id reappraisement act. 

IO. Said committee further recom· 
mended that "the manner of handling 
said 'one cent per arre fund' was inex
cusable, unwarranted and unjustified; 
that the same did inrnln an unsound 
public policy and should not be coun· 
tenanced by any public official in the 
discharge of the duties of his office." 

11. And that the said committee 
further concluded "that the acceptance 
of gifts and gratuities as practiced by 
the Land Commissioner, if carried on 
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by olli<"ials of a demorratil' form of goy
ernment to any extent, is cakulated to 
destroy the confidence of the citizl'n
ship in the go,·ernment and finally to 
wreck and destroy the same." 

12. And whe~·ra8, Each a11d pn·n· 
report, item or thing, ll(_•n•i11alJo\ e sCt 
out and shown in said report, con=""ti
tutr~ a eharge of offiei:i l mi~eonduct 
on the part of said J. T. Robison in the 
performanec of the duties imposed upon 
the Commissioner of tht> Ueneral Land 
Office, as prPscrilied liy tl1e Constitution 
and statutun· laws of the State uf 
Texas. • 

I :L And whereas, The Commissioner 
i.r;; now C'Olltinuing su111P of the aforesaid 
praetil'es in face of the eommittee re
porl; now, thert•fore, be it 

Hesuhrd. Thal this House resolve it
self into a Committee of the Whole and 
sl1all forthwith proeeed to an investiga
tion of the charges enumerated above 
and other cliargl~s this day tiled, "and 
other matters which in the judgment of 
this House may become important or 
require investigation, it being the in
tention of this House to conduct a full, 
fair and impartial investigation; that, 
sitting in Committee of the \Vhole, the 
Speaker shall appoint from among the 
members of the House a lawyer of 
reeognized ability who shall pass on the 
admissihilitv of testiruonv; that the 
Speaker sh;ll appoint a committee of 
three, who shall select attorneys to 
represent the House of Representatives 
in the development of such charges, and 
shall be authorized to contract with 
them for reasonable fees, subject to the 
approval of the House; that the Speaker 
shall appoint stenographers to take 
down the proceedings of the hearing, 
and the same shall be paid for at the 
regular rates eharged hy court report
ers; that all witnesses before the com
mittee shall be paid the same fees as 
prO\·ided for witnesses summoned in the 
district courts of this State; that the 
House, eitting as a Committee of the 
Whole. shall have the right to summon 
witnesses, who shall be sworn by the 
Speaker, the presiding member, or the 
Chief Clerk of the House, and that said 
Committee of the \Vhole shall have full 
authority to issue all necessary process, 
summon witnesses and to compel their 
attendance, and for production before 
it of any papers, books or documents; 
that all expenses shall be paid by a 
warrant proper!~· issued by the chair
man of the Contingent Expense Com
mittee, to he approved by the Speaker 
of the House. In addition to the powers 
herein enumerated, the House, sitting 

"" a Committee of the \\'hole, shall have 
all powers given to the legislative in
vestigating eommittees in Articles 5961 
and ;)9U2 of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of 1925; and be it further 

Hesolved, That the hearing shall he 
conducted and evidence submitted upon 
not only such matters as may he charged 
specifically, but on other matters in
rnlving the otlicial integrity of the Com
missioner of the General Land Office, 
J. T. Robison; be it further 

Resolved, That at the conclusion of 
the testimony the committee shall 
recommend to the House such action 
as may be necessary in its judgment in 
reference to the charges; be it further 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office be allowed 
counsel of his own selection. 

Judge Allen: Mr. Chairman and La
dies and Gentlemen of the Committee
If I had been retained, with my asso
ciate, as your representatives to prose
cute the Comptroller of this State upon 
charges that you had preferred against 
him, we would then be in a position 
probably to become partisan and state 
to you what we contended we could and 
would prove upon this hearing. 

I don't understand, and I haven't un
derstood at any time, that we occupy 
that position before yon. I understand 
that this body is sitting as a Committee 
of the Whole for the purpose of investi
gating matters contained in the resolu
tion that has just been read to you, with 
a view of ascertaining all the facts and 
the truth with regard to all these mat
ters, and then in your judgment to de
termine whether or not charges should 
be preferred that might result in im
peachment before the Senate. 

Now in the courts of this country, 
under our procedure in criminal cases 
where an indictment containing the 
charges has been returned, and where 
the issue has been drawn in court, it 
has been my practice, in common with 
that of many of you, throughout many 
years past, to make partisan affirmative 
statements of what I expected to prove 
in support of my case. 

But we do not deem the situation be
fore you a substitute of that kind, and 
the statement that I shall make shall 
be confined to these lines, that we have 
carefully gone into the record proof and 
such other proof as we were able to as
certain from the witnesses, with the 
view of laying the matters under in
quiry fairly and justly and properly be
fore this investigating body. As the 
result of our study of these matters 
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since you retained ua here last Monday 
we will at this time ftr,;t e!lter into thl' 
investigation of three propositions: 

First, the management, administra· 
tion, collection and disbursement of the 
one cent per acre fund provided in the 
ID2:i Reappraisement Act, nnd further 
prO\·ided for in the amcndatory aot of 
1926. Now that iR broad. It will af
ford investigation through many rami
tit•nt ionR, hut th.-. proposition n~ stntt'd 
addses counsel of the matter we will 
im·e•tigate along that line and what we 
will go into. 

Second, any and all matters, alleged 
matters, relating to receiving of alleged 
gifts and gratuities by the Land Com· 
missioner of this State. 

Third. the differences between the 
Governor, the Bonrd of Regents of the 
l'niversitv of Texns and the Attorney 
General'; Department, on the one hand, 
and the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office of Texns, on the other hand, 
as to the sale of mineral leases on Uni· 
versity lands. 

Those arc the three subjecfswe· iiow 
propose to enter into in this investi
gation, not limiting or asking you to 
limit, howe,·er, your investigation to 
these subjects. Other subjects of in· 
vestigation are suggested under the reso
lution offered, and it may be that in the 
course of the proceeding we will· deem 
it wise, or you will deem it wise, to 
enter into investigation of other sub
jects; and if the witnesses whom I have 
named to the Chairman, and whose 
presence is necessary to begin, are here, 
we are now prepared to proceed with the 
investigation of the three matters I 
have pointed out. 

The Speaker: Any statement liy the 
attorneys for respondent? 

Mr. Allen: I object. Statements of 
this kind are provided for in this order: 
When we start out to make out our case 
we make our statement. That is done 
in court in a trial in a criminal case, a 
murder case. The State makes its 
statement and introduces all its testi
mony. Then for the first time the at
torney for the defense knows what he 
wants to prove, and the'! for the first 
time he is permitted to make his <tate
ment. 

The Speaker: I am relying on the 
resolution, which says that attorneys 
for either the proponent or Mr. Robi

. son, before introducing any testimony, 
may make an opening statement of the 
case. 

Mr. Allen: There is no precedent in 
the world for them to make any state
ment at this time, because they don't 

know what we are going to prove. They 
only know the subject mntter we will 
take up, and should not be permitted 
to make a statement until they are 
ready to begin their case. 

The Speaker: I will have to overrule 
your objection. under the resolution, the 
very first paragraph of it. Mr. Smith. 

:Mr. Smith: Mr. Chairman and Mem
bers of the Committre--We think that 
it is important to yon that you have a 
clear understanding of the possible is
sues in this investigation. There has 
been introduced on the floor of this 
House, read and discussed already the 
Vnn Zandt resolution. It has been 
again read to the members of this com
mittee. Apparently every one is famil· 
iar with the charges against the Land 
Commissioner. It seems to us that in 
all fairness the members of the com
mittee should bnve some understanding 
of our theory of the case and the mat
ters that we may offer in defense or ex
planation of tb~se charges. 

I want to discuss first, briefly as I 
may, the one-cent-per-acre fund alluded 
to by Judge Allen and mentioned in the 
Van Zandt resolution. The charge has 
been repeatedly made that this one-cent
per-ncre fund is a public fund. Under 
our understanding of the law it is no 
such thing. 

The law is this, that in 1925 this Leg
islature in its wisdom enacted a statute 
authorizing the reappraisement of cer
tain lands theretofore sold by the State 
of Texas. This law provi(led that the 
Land Commissioner should make the re· 
appraisement. The law further provides 
that the owners of the land should file 
an application with the Land Commis· 
sioner if they desired to have their 
lands reappraised, and with that appli
cation should pay one cent per acre. 
This money did not go into the State 
Treasury of the State of Texas. It was 
to be kept and retained by the Commis
aioner of the General Land Office, and 
out of this fund he was to pay the ex
peuses of appraising the land. Aft~r 
that appraisement had been made, and 
after nil expenses had been paid, any 
part of this fund then remaining unex
pended should he by the Land Commis
sioner paid into the State Treasury. 

The same Legislature that enacted 
this reappraisement law at a called 
session amended that law, and expressly 
provided that this one-cent-per-acre 
fund, after all expenses of reappraise
ment bad been paid. would be returned 
and prorated to those men who bad 
paid the one cent per acre. 

We submit, and it is our theory, 
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that this fun1l, and no part of it, e\·er 
became a publi" fund. 

The Standard ])jet io11ary ddines a 
public fund ns "the money on ha11tl or 
immediately available in the goYL'rn
ntl•nt trpasurv." This mo11ev was Hl'Yer 
in the trenstirv of tlw ~taie of Texas. 
and it "·as no{ k11ow11 that any part of 
i.t would C\'Pr lie in the ~tate Trea~ury. 

Bou\ iL·r·:-: Law J)idio11<ln· and \\·onl~ 
and Plira:--e .... ,!!i\'P tli1· s;tlllt,' 1lt'linition of 
a pulilif· fund. as follow . .;;. towit: "The 
taxl'~. 1·u~tu111..:.. d1·.. ;q1propriatL'tl hy 
t1w µou•rHITH"il for t li<' d iF-rharµ-e of its 
ohliµati(JJI~.·· 

Xo part <1f t hi~ fund "as <>n•r ~ul1jPct 
to hr appropriatl'd to di:·wh;HgP the oh1i
gat io1is of tliP ~tatP of 'l\•xas. The 
~i111plP fa('f i~ tli.1t nftpr this amPtHl
nwnt of l q~i; wn.s pa:-.;':ed hy the Legi .... la
llll"I' tl1i:-; fund \l('lung-ed to the men who 
ro11trilmtPd it.. Ju ~o far as this fund 
is 1·onc·1·nu'c1. 1lin:-:.P nwn and the State 
of TPxas <·ntPrl'd into a eont ract. The 
f.;ta tl' of T1·xas said wr will lt~l\-e your 
laJHl rl'appraist.•11 if you w.int us to: It 
was optional with the laud owner 
whl'ther any reappraisPnwnt should he 
madr. They said if you want a reap
praisemcnt made ~·nu may haYe it done 
hy the payment of one cent per acre. 
\\'e will pay the <"'JH'n'<•s of our agent 
in rrappnlising- this land out of this 
oru• rPnt per acrP. \YhatevPr remains 
after this payment is rnadP shall be re
turned and p'rorate1l to you. 

It is rn~· undcrstanrling that the com
mittPe of which rnv learned and dis
ti11guishNl friend, ~.Judge ~Iinor, was 
"hairman reported to this House that 
this amendatorv act of 1926 was un
constitutional. 'r also understand, how
cn.•r, tlmt this report was predirated on 
an opinion gh·en by the Attorney Gen
na!. l shall not insult tlw intelligence 
of this ('Ommittec bv a discussion of the 
\'on:-:.titutionalitv o'f that amendatorv 
al'\. 1 ,uhmit t"liat it is self·edrlent tha"t 
this ct1n1mittPe eannot determine that 
quP:--tinn. Thl' law is a valid law on 
!Ill• ,tatute honk< of the Rtnte of Texas 
until d'""larrrl inrnlid l1y a l"OUrt of com-
1wtPnt juri~dirtion. 

.TudgP ~linor madl' a wise recommron
dat ion to this Honse at the same time. 
flro invitrtl thi8 Ho11sP. or su~gested to 
thi~ Hn11s<..', that if thP Attm·nev fh~n
eral W<H~ of 11H· opi:iinn that the a·mC'n<la
tory ad Wa:"" 1mr011stitutional, let him 
hri11g- a suit in thr <"ourt~ of this Rtate 
to {·penn•r thi.:-0 fund allPgell to have 
ll('Pll mi--appropriatetl hy thP Land Cotn
mi~:-oioner. Pl'rmit nw to suggest that 
this rommittl'P, n·prcst>nting as it does 

I he House of Representatives of the 
:-;tale of Texas, will not seriously con
oi<kr preferring impeachment charges 
against any public official who has 
obeyed the mandate of this House. The 
Legislature Pnacted the law, and the 
Land Conunis:->ioner, as be has consist
c•ntly done for a quarter of a eentury, 
u!Jeyed the mandate of this House. 

\Ve no\v challengl"" any one to bring 
anv eYidence that this Land Commis
si;ner has not at all times since he has 
been Land Commissioner faithfully and 
lo the best of hiK ability obeyed the 
mandate of the Legislature of this 
State. 

Th~· Land Commissioner's present dif
ficulties hacl their beginning when this 
hodv cnarte<l a law known as the He· 
linquishnwnt Act. and the Land Com
missioner defonded the validity of the 
law against its being attacked hy the 
chief law officer of this State. 

It seems to me a tragic spectacle for 
I.he people of Texas to send at great ex-
1wnse reprcsl'ntatives to Austin to enact 
laws. and at tlw same time to elect a 
lawver to he their Attornev General 
wh;, when the House enacts" laws, the 
Attorney General attacks them in court. 

)fr. Allen: l\Ir. Speaker, we object. 
J didn't want to make any objection, 
but I am forced to. The resolution gave 
Pad1 party the right to state its case. 
Counsel is arguing son1e case that has 
not been stated and is making a spceeh 
with re"'arrl to a case that he would 
n1ake on° the ronrlusion of the evidence, 
instead of confining himself to the mat
ter stated in the resolution, that llt'ing 
a statement of his case that he relies 
on here. A statement of his case will 
necessarilv be to meet the eddencc and 
the char,;:es that we offer against his 
client: b~t, instead of doing that, he is 
arguing legal matters. quest~ons of law 
pure and simple, and argmng a . case 
about which there has been no issue 
raised either in the way of pleadings 
or in the wav of proof. \Ve think coun
sl'l should be confined to a statement of 
his ease. In other words, our objection 
is that he should not be permitted be
fore the facts are dewloped to make his 
final ar.,.ument on the case which he 
expects f.o make when thr eYiden('t' is 
concluded. 

l\Ir. l\Ioscs: l\fr. Chairman, I haven't 
the note before me, hut it was read by 
Mr. Allen just a few moments ago. One 
of the three matters about which they 
spn·ed uotiee upon us and the House was 
that thev would introcluce evidence with 
regard to the differences between the 
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Governor and the Attorney General and 
the Land Commissioner, and by reason 
of the statement made by counsel for 
the House in that respect we think that 
llfr. Smith is entirely in order. The 
House adopted the resolution which 
Your Honor has before him now, giving 
us the right to do the very thing l\Ir. 
Smith is doing now; and he is attempt
ing now to answer or to explain our 
position with regard to the differences 
existing between the Attorney General 
and the Governor, on the one hand, and 
the Land Commissioner, on the other; 
and we think that under the resolution 
adopted by this House, l\Ir. Smith is 
entirely in order. 

Tl1e Speaker: The objection is sus
tained. I think it means a statement, 
and not an argument, and the Chair's 
construction of l\Ir. Smith's remarks is 
that he is getting into an argumentative 
field. You will confine yourself to a 
statement, Mr. Smith, and not an argu
ment. 

.Mr. Smith: I shall endeavor to follow 
the ruling of the Chair. 

On the matter of the one cent per 
acre, we shall undertake to show that 
as this money was paid in to the Land 
Commissioner by those who were having 
their lands reappraised, he deposited 
that money in a bank in Austin, Texas. 
In doing the actual work of reappraise
ment he necessarily had to travel over 
a very large area of territory, in extent 
greater than that of most States. If 
my memory serves me correctly, he trav
eled something like 70,000 miles in do
ing this work of reappraisement. While 
traveling throughout the western area 
of our State in the doing of this work, 
men would come to him in the fields 
and in the towns where he was working 
and would present to him their applica
tions, together with the money, one cent 
per acre. Out of this money he would 
pay his expenses on that particular trip, 
and necessarily he could not keep an 
exact accounting of the money expended. 

The Land Commissioner at no time 
has attempted to conceal any eddence 
from this body or the committee ap
pointed by this hody. Before the in
vestigating committee he voluntarily 
presented all the cancelled checks in his 
possession and agreed that the bank 
should present all the cancelled checks 
lt had that had not been returned to 
him. 

While engaged in this work in west
(lfll Texas Mr. Robison was stricken 
with a very severe illness. That necessi
tated an immediate trip to San Antonio 

for the purpose of having an operation 
performed. The evidence will show that 
the physicians themseh-es were in gra,·e 
doubts as to whether llfr. Hobison would 
recm-er from tliis illness. While in San 
Antonio, being without funds of his own, 
he drew checks on this one cent per 
acl'e fund to take care of his immediate 
hospital and doctor bills. This money, 
every penny of· It, was later returned 
and was deposi!(ld in the Austin bank, 
long ltefore any investigation was ever 
hinted at by this body. 

I will next discuss the second propo
sition as stated by Judge Allen, that is, 
the matter of the alleged gifts. Mr. 
Robison, in the course of this hearing, 
will undertake to show that he, of all 
the officials of Texas entrusted with any 
duty in regard to the matter, defended 
the acts of the Legislature that enacted 
what is known as the Relinquishment 
Act. when this one cent per acre fund 
\Yas paid in as prodded in the law, and 
the reappraisement work had been done, 
Mr. Robison again returning the checks 
to the land owners. \Vithout his knowl
edge, without his consent-in fact, he 
knew nothing of it at all-some of his 
friends in the western part of the State 
began tl1e circulation of a petition by 
which the petitioners asl<;ed Mr. Robison 
to accept these refund checks as a gift 
or gratuity from them, because of the 
splendid and patriotic service that he 
had rendered to the State of Texas and 
to the public school fund. 

These alleged gifts or gratuities were 
made Jong after the work of reappraise
ment was completed. These refund 
checks were in various amounts. some 
of them for fifteen, twenty-five, forty
five, and eighty-five cents. There were 
others of substantial amounts, running 
up to some five or six hundred dollars, 
that were returned to llfr. Robison. 

At some time during this period, the 
exact date of which I have forgotten, 
it became known to certain of Mr. Hobi
son's friends in this State that his little 
home out here in the country was under 
mortgage, that a_ note was coming due, 
and that he didn't have the money to 
make payment. His friends made up 
money, this absolutely without the 
knowledge or consent of Mr. Robison, 
a sufficient amount of money to pay off 
this mortgage. This money, as a matter 
of fact, was neYer paid to Mr. Robison, 
but at a time when he was absent from 
the Land Office it was given to his chief 
clerk, and his chief clerk instructed to 
pay off these mortgages. 

A gentleman in San Antonio that Mr. 



24 HOl!SE JOVHNAL. 

Robison had a bare speaking acquaint
ance with had observed throughout many 
years the splendid service being ren
dered by Mr. Robison to the State of 
Texas, and he made to Mr. Robison a 
deed to a certain tract of land some
where south of San Antonio. I believe 
Mr. Robison later sold that tract of 
land for $2000. The gentleman who 
made this gift was a man of substantial 
means, and he made the gift as many 
gifts haye been made to pi1l1lic officials 
who have rendered worth-while sen·ice 
and patriotic sen-ice. 

I will now pass to the third charge 
suggested by Judge Allen, the inYestiga
tion of the Unh·ersity leasing laws. 
Mr. Robison will undertake to show by 
competent evidenee during the course of 
this investigation that the Legislature 
previously had enacted a law providing 
for the &ale d leases on the University 
lancls; that after this law was enacted 
its constitutionality was attacked in the 
Supreme Court of this State, and Mr. 
Robison, as alwa:vs. came to the defense 
of the act of the 

0

Legislature; and while 
this litigation was pending, he with
drew from sale all UniYersity lands, that 
is. mineral leases on University lands. 
After the Supreme Court had, as it 
usually does, upheld Mr. Robison, Mr. 
Robison receind a multitude of re
quests, some in writing, and a great 
many <Jral requests, to put these lands 
on sa:e. The law provided that these 
leases on University mineral lands 
should be sold when the same was in 
demand. We will undertake to show 
that the Supreme Court of this State 
has held that it is mandatory that the 
Land Commissioner sell leases on these 
lTniversit:v lands when thev are in de-
mand. ~ ... 

\Ve will undertake to •how that Mr. 
Robison, in refusing and declining to 
follow in its entirety the suggestion of 
the Governor and the Attornev General. 
was artinl! in •trict obedience to the 
mandate of the Legislature. In so far 
as the matter has been tested in the 
<'Ourts, we will show that courts having 
pa'8ed on the question up to this time 
haw. upheld. as the~· usually do, the 
arts of the Land Commissioner. 

1\ow, Mr. Speaker and members of 
the Committee. I ha,·e briefly and hur
riedly attempted to ronr these very 
p;prious matters. 1 am sure there are 
manv matters T haw omitted. I am 
i:oing to request Sena tor Lloyd Price if 
he will make an additional statement. 

l\Ir. Allen: \Ve will object to that, 
ll!r. Speaker. They haYe made their 

statement through counsel. Now they 
have been permitted to make a full 
statement from their standpoint, and 
we think this matter is concluded under 
this resolution. 

The Speaker: The statement you wish 
Senator Price to make, does it cover 
additional matters! 

Mr. Price: Supplementing the state
ment of Mr. Smith. It will be very 
brief. 

The Speaker: Overrule that objec
tion. 

Mr. Allen: May I ask, after that is 
done, whether or not we will be per
mitted to make a further statement T 

The Speaker: I don't think so. 
Mr. Allen: I thought not. 
Mr. Price: Mr. Speaker and Gentle

men of the House-I will endeavor to 
make this· a very short statement, and 
I beg your attention for just a moment. 
Judge Allen has stated that in a proper 
sense this investigation will invoke the 
collection and expenditure of the one
cent-an-acre fund; second, gifts to the 
Commissioner; and third, differences be
tween the Commissioner and the Gover
nor and the Attorney General on the 
sale of land leases. 

As has been stated, and to direct 
your attention to this point, the Legis
lature provided that the Land Commis
sioner could reassess 6,800,000 acres of 
land, public school land, because of t~e 
fact that in the western part of this 
State the people who had bought that 
land on credit were in distress. 

The intention of the Legislature, be
ing both as expressed in the act and by 
the Land ·Commissioner, that the prices 
thereof should be reduced on account of 
the drouths that had occurred in that 
section of the State. It further pro
vides that the State should not be called 
on to pay the expense of that reval~a
tion or reappraisement, but that t~e ID· 
dividual land owners should pay m t<> 
the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, not into the State Treasury, but 
to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, one cent per acre on all l~nds 
subject to be revalued or reappraised. 

Mr. Allen: If the Court please, in· 
stead of stating his case, he is arguing 
the law. 

Mr. Price: If the Court please, I am 
standing here and making a statement 
of what our contentions are going to be. 
These men, if you please, are no more 
judges of the-not only judges of the 
facts, but of the law as well. I am 
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making no argument, but a statement of 
facts of what our contentions are going 
to be. 

Tlie Speaker: Just confhe ;vour re
marks to a statement. 

Mr. Price: I make the statement that 
it will be the contention of the Land 
Commissioner of this State that not one 
cent of that money that was collected 
from the land owners of West Texas, not 
one cent of it, went into the State Treas
ury; that it was not intended to go into 
the State Treasury, and did not go into 
the State Treasury; I make the state
ment that this one-cent fund was not, 
should not be and can never be prop
erly a public fund of this State, as 
contended. After the Commissioner had 
paid his expenses from that fund he 
was in duty bound to pay it back to the 
land owners. 

Mr. Allen: It was my understand
ing that only one person was to be per
mitted to make a statement-now this 
additional statement is being made-
the matter is being gone into again-I 
do not think that that is in keeping with 
the ruling of the Chairman. 

The Speaker: There is no need of re
stating the matter. I will sustain the 
objection to the extent that no repeti
tion shall be indulged in. 

Mr. Price: We further make the 
statement that the first act was passed 
in 1925, and amended in 1926, provid
ing that it should go back to the land 
owners at the conclusion of the reap
praisement. The reappraisement was 
not concluded until September 1, 1928, 
at the time tl1at the statute read that 
the balance, if any, should bP paid to 
the land owners. I make the state
ment that it will be the contention and 
the defense of the Land Commissioner 
of this State, on charge No. 1, of the 
Woodruff bill of particular•. wherein 
the Commissioner is charged with hav
ing expended public funds for one auto
mobile to the Barker Automobile Com
pany of Austin, Texas, at a cost of $872; 
it will be our contention, and wP will 
show that that Ford car was purchased 
from the funds of the people of West 
Texas, and that this automobile was 
used by the Commissioner in traveling 
72,000 miles in looking over this land. 

It will be our contention that it was 
absolutely a matter between the con
tributor1S of that fµnd and Mr. Robison 
as to whether he would get a Ford car, 
a Cadillac or a Rolls-Royse; that that 
is not a matter that involves the State, 
but the matter had to do with the ex
JK!nse incurred by him in carrying out 
the reappraisement. 

Now, another point as to the charge 
that no books were kept by the Land 
Commissior:er. We will show in this 
case that in the making of that reap· 
praisement, that he had no opportunity 
at many times to keep such record, and 
that it was not necessary for him to 
keep any record so long as his handling 
of that fund met with the approbation 
and approval or those who were paying 
it to him for expenses. , 

Second: As to gifts to the Commis
sioner, we will show in this case that 
J. T. Robison has not accepted or re
ceived any more gifts than many of the 
ablest and most outstanding notables 
of America. We will show further that 
any refund of these small checks, that 
went tu the West Texas people, that it 
could not have influenced his discretion 
or his judgment because in each case 
where it occurred, the reappraisement 
had already been done-his decision had 
already been made, and it ,therefore 
could not have influenced his judgment 
in any sense. . 

Third : And I believe that this is a 
new statement, on the differences be
tween the Land Commissioner and the 
Governor and the Attorney General. 
Gentlemen, we will endeavor to show 
that in the State of Texas, the Constitu
tion provides for five chief executives; 
executives who are not appointed by the 
Chief Executive, but whose offices , are 
created in the Constitution, officers who 
are elected by the people; that the Land 
Commissioner holds office by virtue of 
the Constitution. We will endeavor to 
show that in the scope of his authority, 
and in the land-in the management of 
the land business of this State, that he 
is as supreme in his field as the Gov
ernor or the Attorney General are su
preme in their fields. We will endeavor 
to show that the Land Commissioner 
further, in those differences followed a 
law and was doing acts which the Su· 
preme Court said it was .his mandatory 
duty to do, and that these differences 
have been S'Omewhat instrumental in 
the creation of these charges. I thank 
you gentlemen , for imposing on your 
time. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to know if Mr. Redick, Mr. 
Turner and Mr. Whitwell are here? 

Whereupon, J. D. Redick, being duly 
sworn. testified as follows on 

Direct Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: 
Question: Kindly state your name 

and initials to the Committee. 
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Answer: J. D. Redick. 
Q. How long have you lived in Texas? 
A. Sixty-six years. 
Q. \Vhat business are you now en

gaged in! 
A. I am connected with the General 

Land Office. 
· Q. In what department or capacity 
arc you connected with the General 
Land· Office? 

A. I am receh·ing clerk. 
Q. How long have ,vou been the rt•

ceiving clerk under Larnl C'01nmissio11L~r 
Robison in the Land Office? 

A. I have sen•ecl two terms. The 
present term. I have lil'cn serving nearly 
two year~. There was a period of years 
between that service. 

Q. \\.ho precc<h•d you as receidng 
clerk i11 the Lancl Commissioner's Of
fice 1 

A. The first term, it was George \V. 
Bl'a\·l·r; in th" tPrm I am ~erving now. 
I was preeeded hy l\Ir. Tiamilton. 

Q. l\Ir. Hamilton was sen·ing in the 
capacity of rerl'iviug clerk when he was 
succeeded by you? 

A. Yes, sir. I succeeded llf r. Hamil
ton last Rt•ptcmber a year ago. Septem· 
her. 1927. 

(J \\'Ne you employed in the Land 
Commis.-ioner's Office prior to Septem
ber, 19:27? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what capacity? 
A. Immediately hcfore that, I was 

assistant chief cl~rk. 
Q. Who was the chief clerk in the 

Land Commissioner's office at that 
time? 

A. .T. H. Walker. 
Q. He is now chief clerk, I believe. 

in the Land Commissioner's office? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you did not become recch·

ing clerk in the Land Commissioner's 
ollice until after both the Reappraise· 
ment Acts of I 92.5 and 1926 had been 
passl'<l? 

A. \\"di. I do not know that I am 
au authoritv on that. I did not take 
chaq.~e a~ r~·rPiving clerk until Septern
ber 1st. 1927. 

Q. \Yh<'l'e is llfr. Hamilton, who was 
your predec·cssor? 

A. He lives here in Austin. 
Q. \\'hat are Mr. Hamilton's initials? 
A. .T. 111. 
Q. no you know where he is now 

ernployrd? 
A. He is not employed now, I do 

not think. 
Q. Ile is in the city somewhere! 
A. I suppose he is. 

Q. You do not know his address? 
A. I do not know. · I know that he 

lh-es in the northwest part of Austin 
somewhere. I do not know his address. 

Q. You are familiar with the duties 
of the position of receiving clerk in the 
Land Commissioner's office 1 

A. I th ink so. 
Q. As provided by the statutes of 

this State, are you? 
A. I think so. 
Q. The receiving clerk of the Lund 

Commissioner's office is appointed hy 
the Commissioner, with the consent, I 
believe, of the Governor? 

A. That is true; yes, sir. 
Q. And the receiving clerk, under 

the statutes of this State, is required, 
I helie,·c, to give bond in the sum of 
twenty-the thousand dollars for the 
faithful performance of his duties! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you if the duties of the 

receiving clerk are these: First, to re
ceive all funds required by Jaw to be 
paid to the C_o?Jmissioner, and t'.' give 
persons depos1t111g money a receipt of 
Lhe deposit, stating the amount, name 
of the party and the character of claim 
on which such deposit is made, showing 
whether for fees, advance payment of 
fees, it shall be so stated-is that the 
duty that you have to perf~rm under 
the law, as you understand 1t 1 

A. As I understand it, the receiving 
clerk is on~v to receh·e such money as 
comes to that desk for the payment of 
fees-just receives the interest. 

Q. Now, is it true tha~ the eustom 
has grown up in the Land Commission· 
er's Office, notwithstanding the Jette~ of 
the statute, to let all money received 
from the sale of lands in the form in 
which they are received, whether by 
check or ,;therwise, to let that go into 
the hands of the cashier, and the cashier 
turns it over dil'ectly to tbe Treasurer 
of the State instead of directly from 
vou? 
• A. That is not my business. 

Q. I am asking you if that is the 
practice and the custom that has grown 
up in the Land Commissioner's Office 
under Mr. Robison. That is what I am 
talking about-is that not the custom 
and practice? 

A. I really do not know. I think 
that it has. 

Q. Now, then, the money from tl~e 
sale of lands, notwithstanding this 
statute, have not gone from the Com-
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missioner's hands or yours, but have 
gone, under the practice in that office, 
into the hands of the cashier, who is 
not required to turn that in in the form 
it is received-that is the practice 
there! 

A. I think it is. 
Q. I just want this 

about what the practice is. 
you before in my life, did 

A. No, sir. 

information 
I never met 
I? 

Q. I never laid eyes on you before 
in my life? 

A. No, sir, I do not think so. 
Q. Now we will just get along fine. 
A. All right. 
Q. Now, you did say that the funds 

that come into your hands-the funds 
that actually come into your hands 
under the practice that has grown up 
in the Land Commissioner's Office, were 
the funds that are collected-the fees 
that a1·e collected, and the other funds 
outside of those given for the payment 
of land-that is true? 

A. Yes; all the fees and-
Q. (Interrupting) And all other 

funds, except those that come from the 
source of sales, have been supposed to 
go into your hands-into the hands of 
the receiving clerk. You know that is 
what the statute says must be done, 
don't you know that 1 

A. No. 
Q. All right, there is the statute-

read it, and see if you can find where it 
says that the receiving clerk-

Mr. Moses: We object to the questiGn 
as being irrelevant and immaterial. Any 
argument on the part of counsel with 
the witness is not a law, and the opin
ion of the witness is not binding on the 
House, and certainly it is not binding 
upon the respondent in this case. What
ever his construction of the law may be 
has nothing to do with this inquiry. 

Mr. Allen: The law will speak for 
itself. I am asking him if he concurs 
in that-what his understanding of his 
duty under the law was. I want to 
know if that was his understanding of 
what should be done. 

Mr. Moses: That is what we object to. 
Judge Sinks: He is getting to the 

question of what his duties are. 
Mr. Allen: We look to the statute to 

speak for itself. Now, this fund known 
as the one-cent-per-acre fund, under the 
two revaluation acts, the Revaluation 
Act of 1925 and also of 1926, those were 
not funds that arose from the sale of 
lands? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. So that if it was your duty to 
receive all funds-all funds that were 
collected by the Land Commissioner for 
any purpose, except that he had adopted 
a plan of letting the cashier take over 
and receipt for the funds from the sale 
of lands, then you do not know that 
none of this one-cent-per-acre fund ever 
came into your hands? 

Mr. Smith: We object to that, if it 
please the Chair, because the law makes 
this a special fund that was to be used 
by the Laml Commissioner and neces
sarily it could not go into the hands 
of the State Treasurer, or into the hands 
of anyone who would place it in the 
State Treasury. 

Mr. Allen: I want to prove by this 
witness that there was over $68,000 we 
expect to show that was collected on 
reappraisement of land in Texas, on this 
one-cent-per-acre fund, that came into 
the Land Commissioner's Office, and we 
want to prove by him that none of that 
n1oney came into his hands as receiving 
clerk-

Mr. Moses: Perhaps he has the wrong 
witness to ask these questions of. 

Mr. Allen: We can use any witness 
we wish. 

Mr. Moses: He does not know when 
these payments were made. Whether as 
a matter of fact they were paid before 
this witness became the receiving clerk 
or afterwards. If that be true, then his 
acts, it occurs to me that it is a waste 
of time to pursue this inquiry of this 
witness further, but the receiving clerk 
who was there at the time should be 
examined. 

Mr. Allen: We cannot prove every
thing at one time. We just want to 
prove by this witness that none of these 
funds have ever come into his hands 
as receiving clerk, and we have just 
asked for process for his predecessor, 
but certainly we can prove by this wit
ness what he knows. 

Judge Sinks: You can prove by this 
witness what he has done. 

Mr. Allen: Since you have been re
ceiving clerk in the Land Commission
er's Office, none of the one cent per acre 
money that was paid into the funcl for 
revaluation of land has ever been turned 
over to you, or has ever come into your 
possession or into your charge? 

A. No, sir. -
Q. You show from your connection 

with the Land Commissioner's Office and 
your familiarity with that office that 
those moneys to the amount of $60,000 
-did amount to $60,000? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I believe that you stated that you 
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were not employed as receiving clerk 
until September, 1927? 

A. This last time-this last term. 
I had served a term in that capacity 
before that. 

Q. Well, how long have you been 
serving in the capadty as receidng 
clerk in the Land Commissioner's 
Office? 

A. I have been serving ns ref'eiving 
cl<•rk this last term since September l, 
1927. 

Q. Did you serve a term immediately 
preceding that? 

A. No, I served some years before 
that. 

Q. How far back was that 1 
A. I think I went there---I think it 

was about 1923 or 4. 
Q. And how long did yon serve as 

receiving clerk at that time? 
A. I think nbout three years. Pos

sibly it was 1923-and I w"as receiving 
clerk about three vears. 

Q. About when did yon go out in 
Jfl26? 

A. I think it was about the first of 
June. l!l20-that is my recollection. 

Q. Right after the Reappraisement 
Act of 1925 was passed. these funds be
gan to come in to the Land Commis
sioner's Office 1 

A. I do not know. 
Q. Don't you know. as a matter of 

fact that they die! begin to come in, al
though they were not turned over to 
you. anc! the fund continued to grow 
through the year 1925 and on through 
I 921l. a n<l that there were• thonsaml< of 
dollars that came in during that period 1 

A. I do not know that. 
Q. Yon would not say that that is 

R:>t true? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. During 1925. after the law went 

into effect, and while von were receiv
ing clerk in the Land Commissioner's 
Office. and this fund was coming in 
from this one-cent-per-acre fund, was 
any of that fund turned over to you, as 
receiYing clerk by Mr. Robison? 

A. No, sir. I did not handle anv of 
those fnnds. · 

Q. You did not receive anv of those 
funds during the year 1925:· and Mr. 
Robison did not turn over to you, as re
ceiving clerk, anv of those funds! 

A. No, sir. · 
Q. Did Mr. Robison, as Land Com

missioner of this Rtate. as the statutes 
direct him to do, in•trnct yon to keep 
any strict record and itemized account 
of evPrV dollar that came into the office 
and ev;ry dollar that was paid out! 

A. No, sir, if you will allow me to 
sav-

Q. I do not know what you are going 
to tnlk about. 

A. I did not handle any of that. 
Q. If it was your duty as receiving 

r·lerk, in 1925, and as receiving clerk in 
1926, to receive that money, and if it 
was your duty to keep a strict account 
and record of every dollar that came 
into the office, you know that you did 
not keep such a record of that one-cent
an-acre fund during that period of time? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 
Q. And you know that the Land 

Commissioner did not instruct you to 
do it! 

A. How was that? 
Q. And you know that Mr. Robison, 

the Land Commissioner, in 1925, after 
the passage of the Reappraisement Act, 
did not instruct you to keep a strict 
hook record and account of every dol
lar that came in and every dollar that 
was disbursed 1 

A. Not of that fund. 
Q, Now, you are familiar, having 

been in the Land Office so long, and oc
cupying the responsible position you 
did there. you are familiar with the 
way the accounts are kept in the Gen
eral Land Office, are you not? 

A. Reasonably fam
0

iliar with it. 
Q. Now, I will ask you this. Is it 

not a fact that no account book was 
cwr opened in the Land Commissioner's 
Office, on which collections of the one
cent-per-acre funds were entered, show
ing the name of the party from whom 
collected, and on which a list of the 
disbursements were entered along as the 
disbursements were made T 

A. Not to my knowledge-not in my 
department. 

Q. And you have never heard of any
body else doing it T 

Mr. Moses: What he heard of some
body else doing is hearsay-we shall ob
ject to that as purely hearsay testi
mony. 

.Judge Sinks: HP can state that he 
did or did not know what books were 
kept. He may state what he knows 
himself. 

Mr. Allen: Did you ever learn 'from 
the Land Commissioner whether or not 
hP kept any book of any character on 
which he entered in a record book kept 
for that purpose. every receipt received 
from that fund and every disbursement 
made from that account? Did the Land 
Commissioner ever tell you that he kept 
such a book! 

A. No, he did not tell me he kept 
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such a book-I do not know whether he 
kept such a book or not. 

Q. You know, as you have stated, 
that you never kept such a book, and 
never knew of him having such a book 
kept in that office. That is correct? 

A. I never kept such a book. 
Q. And you never knew of him keep

ing any such book T 
A. No, sir, because that did not come 

over my desk. 
Q. Now, after you served your first 

period, or term, whichever you want to 
call it, as receiving clerk, you were suc
ceeded by Mr. Hamilton T 

A. Yea, air. 
Q. And you subsequently succeeded 

"him in 1927-is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Some member desires to know if 

you know why Mr. Hamilton left th(\ 
Land Commissioner's Oftice T 

A. I do not know. 
Q. You do not knowT 
A. No, sir, I do not. 
Q. Anyway, you did succeed him T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Anyway, you went back to the 

Land Olllce in 1927. Now at that time, 
did Mr. Hamilton turn over to you any 
fund composed of the money that had 
been paid in on this one-cent-per-acre 
fund--did he turn over to you any such 
fund, or any records pertaining to such 
fund, at the time you succeeded him! 

A. Not that I know anything about. 
He only turned over to me the receiv
ing fund. 

Q. I am not talking about any other 
funds in the Land Commissioner's Of
fice. Thia receiving clerk, Mr. Hamil
ton, during the time that he served up 
to September, 1927, after you went out 
of that poaition in January, 1926, if he 
received any funds from this one-cent
per-acre reappraiaement fund, and ac
cumulated any fund of that character, 
did he turn any such fund over to you 
at the time you auceeeded him T 

A. No, sir, not that I know of. 
Q. You know what the one-cent-per

acre fund was T 
A. Yea, air. 
Q. Now then, when Mr. Hamilton 

went out of olllce as receiving clerk, did 
Mr. Robiaon, the Land Commissioner, at 
that time, turn over to you, in Septem
ber, 1927, any of that one-cent-per-acre 
fund that was paid into the Land Oftice 
to bear the expense of reappraisement of 
these lands T 

A. No, air. 
Q. You never did, either during your 

ii.rat or aecond term as receiving clerk 
.in the Laaid Commill1ioner'1 Olllce, re-

ceive any moneys that were paid by 
land owners to bear 'the expense of the 
reappraisement ·that was known as the 
one-cent-per-acre fund T 

A. No, sir, not as such. 
Q. You know you never received any 

such fund yourself-you know that none 
of those moneys ever came to you T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You knew what they wereT 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you knew that those funds 

were not any part of the one-cent-per
acre fund T 

A. I guess ao. 
Q. Come, come on, go right ahead. 
A. Yes. 
Q. You knew that that money ·that 

was tu~ned over to you at the time you 
went back into the receiving clerk's po
sition there did not constitute any part 
of the one-cent-per-acre fund, and that 
no books were kept on that account. 
Don't you know, from your connection 
and dealings with him, that you have 
seen the pass books and checks drawn 
on that account, that Mr. Robison, him
self, in 1925, when this money would 
come in, pursued the practice of depoait
ing that money from the one-cent-per
acre fund in the Texas Bank & Trust 
Company, of this city, not to the ac
count of the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office, J. T. Robison, but to 
the personal account of J. T. Robiaon, 
Special, and don't you know that that 
was the way that he kept all of the 
money received from that account? 

Mr. Moses: We object to that. That 
would be purely hearsay, and would be 
a ronclu•ion. .Just to sa•·e time and get 
along with this, we will admit that no 
part of that one·cent-per-acre fund was 
ever turned over to the receiving clerk 
of the General Land Office. What he 
might have heard somebody say about 
the account would be hearsay. If there 
was such an account there in the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company, Mr. Turner, 
the witness here, and an employe of 
that bank, is here and probably will 
know about it. 

Mr. Allen: What I am attempting 
to learn from Mr.. Redick i1 whether or 
not Mr. Robison kept that fund on de
posit in the J. T. Robison Special ac
count in the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany of this city. 

Mr. Moses: That was admitted by ue 
once before. 

Mr. Allen: Now, it is admitted that 
no part of that one-cent·per-acre fund 
was ever turned over to the receiving 
clerk of the Land C1>mmiB1ioner'a Olllce, 
and that it was kept in the name of 
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J. T. Rolrison's ir_idividual, special ac
count, in the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany of this city. That is an admitted 
fact. Now, you have seen many c·hecks 
that Mr. Robison has drawn on that 
special ac·count. You ha\'e seen Mr. 
Robison write nuHl\' ehecks on that 
special account Y • 

A. Xo, I clo not think so, because, 
as I tell you, I neYer had anything to 
do with tiiat account. 

Q. Did you e\'cr g<'t a check from 
Mr. Robison drawn on the account of 
J. T. l\ol1i~on. ::-;pl'l'ial? 

A. I do not recall that I ever did. 
(~. You know l\Ir. Robison's signa

ture! 
A. Sure. 
(i. You know that just like you 

know his fan•~ 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. AJHl you would recognize that 

~ignature anywhere at any time, 
won ldn 't you Y 

A. \Vc•ll, I am inclined to the opin
ion that I would. 

Q. I wish you would look over. this 
doC'unwnt lien• for the purpose of 1dc11-
tifving it-a document elated Fehruary 
4, 

0

l!l2!), aclclressed to the Honorable Leg· 
h•lativCl Investigating Committee. 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This has 26 para!(raphs? 
A. Yes, sir. 
v. \\'hose signature is signed to !hat 

statement? 
A. That looks like .J. T. Robison's. 
Q. You know that is ,J. T. Robison's 

si<'natur<'-thc Land Commissioner of 
tl~s State? 

A. It looks like it is genuine. 
Q. You say it is genuine? 
A. It looks like it. 
Q. You say that you know his sig· 

nature? 
A. Ordinarily I would. 
Q. Now, I wish you would look at 

thP handwriting on the hottom of that 
statement, and the signature, and tell 
this Committee who wrote it. 

A. That looks like .J. T. Robison's 
sig-nature. 

Q. You know it is his signature 1 
A. YP~. T g-uess so. 
Q. That is his writing? 
A. YPs, sir. 
l\Tr. ]\[o,c,;: I believe that we can 

make an agreement that will cover that. 
Mr. Price: It is admitted that all 

t lwsc arc genuine ehecks. 
Mr. Allen: Now, gentlemen of the 

C'omn1itt<•P. \\"P will o-ffer that cherk. 
That check shmvs that 'it has been 
through the bank and paid on that ac
C'ount. 

Austin, Texas, August 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Pay to the order of cash ...... $1000.00 
One thousand and No/ 100 ...... Dollars 

Expense. 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
,J. 111. Robison. :\!. D. 
Pay to the order of any bank or bank

er or trust company 30-11. August 31, 
192.). Previous endorsements guaran
teed. National Bank of Commerce, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Q. Now, you are acquainted with Mr. 
Robison and the members of his family," 
both adopted and otherwise? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who is J. 11!. Robison, the man 

who cashed that check Y 
A. He is a son of J. T. Robison. 
Q. He lives where? 
A. I think he lives at Houston, 

Texas. 
Q. And the check made payable to 

cash, bears the endorsement of J. M. 
Robison, M. D., appears to have gone 
through that bank in San Antonio, and 
then to Austin? 

A. That looks like it. 
Q. Now, I wish you would look at 

this check-whose handwriting is that t 
Mr. Moses: It has been admitted

we have already made the admission that 
all of those checks were signed by J. T. 
Robison. the respondent in this case. 

The check is as follows: 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 14, 1925. 
TEXAR BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to cash or order ........ '. $1000.00 
One Thousand ............ Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
There is a pencil notation on the cor

ner of this rherk. I do not know who 
put it there, hut if there is no objec
tion I will read it. The notation is: 

"'Compare signatures." 
(Endorsed on back) : 
,J. T. Robison, Special. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Q. Now that check written for cash 

for one thousand dollars, dated Octo
lier 14th, that was endorsed by this re
spondent! 

A. Y(•s, sir. 
Q. And this stamp here shows it has 

been paid Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that shows to have been 

cashed by Mr. Robison on this fund, this 
J. T. Robison Special fund? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, that all of these are ad· 

mitted, I will not prove the signatures 
and endorsements on the others. 

W·hereup'on, the check as shown below 
was read: 

Austin, Texas, 8/31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to the order of 

Dr. J. S. Wooten ............ $300.00 
Three Hundred and No/100 .... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Joe S. Wooten. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Q. Do you know who Dr. Joe S. 

Woe>ten· is-that is Dr. Joe S. 'Wooten 
of Austin? 

A. Yes, sir, I know him. 
Q. Dr. Wooten was not in the em

ploy of the· General Land Office or any 
llepartment of it, doing work for the 

·state? · 

Q. And never had been while you 
were there? 

A. No, I do not think so. 

Austin, Texas, June 5, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to 

order 
Johnson Rubber Co. or 
..................... $300.00 

Three Hundred Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay Citizens' State Bank, Austin, 

Texas, or order, Johnson Rubber Ce>m
pany. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Q. Now, that check for three hun
dred dollars was dated June 5, 1926? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, will y<>u look at that onet 

(Showing check to witness.) 
(The check was thereupon identified 

as Exhibit 7 and was read in evidence,. 
as follows) : 

A. No, sir. Austin, Texas, April 10, 1926. 
Q. That check was dated August 31, TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

1925? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Austin, Texas, October 5, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Dr. Geo. W. Cox or order $100.00 

One Hundred Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Geo. W. Cox. Pay to the order 

of any bank, banker or -trust company. 
October 7, 1925. Previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Del Rio Bank & Trust Co., 
Del Rio, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All previous en· 
dorsements guaranteed. October 8, 1925. 
Commercial National Bank, San Anto
nio, Texas. 

Paid through Austin Clearing House, 
October 9, 1925. American National 
Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
tion. 

Q. Do you know who Geo. W. Cox is? 
A. No, sir, I do not. • 
Q. He is a physician? 
A. I do not know. 
Q.. Anyway, you do know that he is 

not in the employ of the Land Depart
ment of Texas in any capacity what
ever? 

A. He is not connected with the Land 
Offi.ce---he was not connected with the 
Land Office while I was there. 

Pay to Johnson Rubber Co. or 
order ....................... $60.00 

Sixty and 00/00 Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay Citizens' State Bank, 27, Austin, 

Texas, or order, 27, Johnson Rubber Co. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Citizens' State Bank, 
April 13, 1926 (perforated). 

Q. Now, that check for $300 was 
payable to the Johnson Rubber Com· 
pany, wasn't it? Mr. Whitwell-John
son Rubber Company? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that was June 5, 1926. And 

this one is Johnson Rubber Company,. 
April IO, 1926, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, who is this payable to? 

(Showing witness another check.) 
A. Johnson Rubber Company. 
Q. This is Johnson Rubber Company, 

October 4, 1926. 
(The check was thereupon identified 

as exhibit 8, and was read in evidence, 
to-wit): 

Austin, Texas, October 4, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Johnson Rubber Co., 502 

Lavaca St., Austin, Texas ..... $89.25 
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Eighty-nine and 25/100 Dollars. 
Buick Car. 

J. T. ROBISOK. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay Citizens' State Hank, 27, Austin, 

Texas, or order, 27, Johnson Hubher Co. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Citizens' 8tate Bank, 
October 5, l 92!l. 

(Marked "Paid" perforated.) 

Q. Kow, to wbom is that check made 
payable 1 ( 8howing witness another 
check.) 

A. Johnson Rubber Company. 
(The chet'k was otfercd in eviden<'e 

and was thereupon identified as Exhibit 
9, as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, June 24, 1925. 
TEXAS HANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to Johnson Rubber Co. or 

order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150.00 
One Hundred and Fifty Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, 
(Signed in pencil, 8pecial.) 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay Citizens' Bank, 27, Austin, Texas, 

or order, 27. 
Johnson Rubber Co. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Citizens' 8tate Bank, 
June 25, 1925. 

Perforated "Paid." 
~Counsel handed witness another 

d1eck, who examined it, and the check 
was identified as Exhibit 10, and otfercd 
in evidence, as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, July 6, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to yourselves or order ...... $501.33 
Five Hundred One and 33/100 Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON. 
Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Now that check has no endorse· 
ment. It 'was drawn by Mr. Robison, 
payable to "Yourselves," ~nd with ?o 
endorsement on it when 1t was paid. 
That was money he collected himself, 
wasn't it-that five hundred and one 
dollars-from the bank 1 

Mr. llloses: 'Ve think the check 
speaks for itself-asking this witness 
who collected it, and he doesn't know. 

lllr. Allen: \Veil, we will prove it 
later. 

Judge Freeman: This is a printed 
form of check. Some of it I will omit 
unless some member desires that we 
read it all. It contains the notation 
"Ford," "Fordson," Barker lilotor Co. 

(The check was offered in evidence 
and was identified as Exhibit 11, and 
read, as follows, to·wit): 

Austin, Texas, October 22, 1925. 
On demand, pay to the order of 

Barker Motor Company ...... $294.00 
Two Hundred and 94 and no/100 

Dollars. 

(Written and printed): I have the 
above amount to my credit with drawee 
free of any liens and have authority to 
make this draft. Through this repre
sentation I have obtained above amount 
from Barker Motor Company. 

Value received and charge same to 
account. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

Signed J. T. ROBISON, 
Address, Land Office. 

Stamped across face: No Pro 
88-B8 

Oct. 22, 1925. 

(Endorsed) : Pay to the order of 
American National Bank. For credit 
only. Barker. Motor Company. 

Stamped on back: Paid. Austin 
Clearing House, October 22, 1925. Amer
ican National Bank. 

Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Now, that check is in favor of 
the Barker Motor Company, isn't it
$294.00 ! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Now, to whom is this 

payable! (Showing witness another 
check.) 

A. Barker Motor Company. 
(The check was identified as Exhibit 

12 and was read in evidence as follows, 
to-wit): 

Austin, Texas, June 23, 1925. 
n:xAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Barker Motor Co. or 

order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $827 .60 
Eight Hundred Twenty-seven Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed in stencil) : Pay to the 
order of American National Bank, for 
credit only. 

Stamped "Paid," Austin Clearing 
House, June 25, 1925. American Na· 
tional Bank. 

(Perforated) "Paid." 
Q. Now, that check there, signed by 

~Ir. Robison for $200, payable to 
"Cash," without any endorsement on it, 
dated November 28, 1925, isn't it? 
(Showing check to witness.) 

A. Yes, air. 
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Q. Now, on that same d:ite, is that (Endorsed) J. T. Robison. (Perforat· 
eheck dated the same date? (Showing ed) "Paid." 
witness another check.) 

A. No, that is June 28th. 
Q. That is not the one I thought 

I had·. 
Mr. Allen (to Reporter) : Will you 

identify that one, please? 
(The check was identified as Exhibit 

13 and was read in evidence, as 
follows): 

' 
Austin, Texas, November 28, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Cash or order .......... $200.00 

Two Hundred Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(No endorsement.) 

Q. Now, whose writing is that? It 
has all been admitted, but you ·know the 
writing? 

A. Yes; that is J. T. Robison's. 
Q. Mr. Robison wrote that? 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. That check was payable to "Cash," 

and Is endorsed Mrs. J. T. Robison. Do 
you know her signature? (Showing 
check to witness.) 

A. No, sir. 
Q. And endorsed, "Mrs. J. T. Robi

son," and marked ''Paid,,, isn't it 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. J. T. Robison is the wife of 

the Commissioner, isn't she? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. A member of his family? 
A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 14· and was read in evi· 
dence as follows: ) 

Austin, Texas, June 28, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to the order of cash ....... $100.00 
One hundred and 00/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed) Mrs. J. T. Robison. (Per

forated) "Paid." 

Q. That check is payable to "Self," 
isn't it, and is endorsed by Mr. Robison, 
isn't it? (Showing another check to 
witness.) 

A. Yes, ·sir. 
(The check was identified as Exhibit 

15, and was offered in evidence as fol
lows, towit: ) 

Austin, Texas, July 15, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to self or order ........... $200.00 
Two hundred ................. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Q. Do you know whether Commis
sioner Robison. when he was a. candi
date for office, did any business with The 
Venus Express in connection with his 
candidacy? 

A. I didn't have any knowledge. 
Q. That check is paya.ble to whom Y 

(Showing a check to "itness.) 
A. The Venus Express. 
Q. What endorsement has it got on. 

it? 
A. Venus Express, by J. M. Usry. 
Q. You don't know of your own per

sonal knowledge what that check was 
given for? 

A. Oh, no. 
Q. But you do know that The Venus 

Express is a newspaper, don't you. 
A. Well, I don't know-it may be, I 

don't know. I never had any business 
with it. 

(The rheok was marked Exhibit 16 
for identification, and was offered in 
evidence as follows, towit:) 

Austin, Texas, 9-29-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

10 
Pay to The Venus Express $1--

or order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
One and 10/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed, in pencil): Venus Ex

press. By J. M. Usry. (Stamped): 
Pay to the order of any bank or banker. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. Oct. 8, 
Hl28. San Antonio brand1 Fr,c:eral Re
serve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Also endorsed: Pay to the order of 
any bank, banker or trust company. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Octo
ber 5, 1928. The Citizens Bank Unin
corporated, Venus, Texas. 

Another endorsement ,,f the Federal 
Reserve Bank, Oct. 9, 192~. (Stamped.) 

Q. That check is payable to the Bar
ker Motor Company, as some others we 
introduced sometime past? (Showing 
wi-tness another check.) 

Ford, The Universal Car Fordson 
BARKER MOTOR CO. 
505-511 Colorado Street 

On Demand pay to the order of Barker 
Motor Company ................. $48.85 
Forty-five and 85/100 .......... Dollars 

I have the above amount to my credit 
with drawee free of any claims and have 
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authority to make this draft. Through Three Hundred ........... Dollars 
this representation I have obtained the J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
above amount from Barker Motor Com- (Perforated) "Paid." 
pany. 

Value received and charge same to 
aceount. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co.. Austin. 
Signed~T. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed, with Rt amp): Pay to the 
order of American National Bank. For 
credit onlv. Barker l\lotor Company. 

Also st;,mped: "Paid." Austin Clear
i~g. House. tluly 2.3, 1925. _A1!!e~ri~a~ 
1'at10nal Bank. (Perforated). I aid. 

Q. There is a rherk signed by J. T. 
Robison. 'Yho is that payable to? 
(Showing witness check.) 

A. It looks Central State Bank. 
Q. Has it imv other endorsement 

other than thr bai1k upon which it was 
collectec? 

A. No, !3ir. 
(The check was marked Exhibit 18 

for identification and was offered in 
""idence as follows, towit:) 

Austin, Texas. July .'30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Pav to the order of 
Ce~tral Stat<' Bank. . $100.00 
One Hundred . Dollars 

. T. T. ROBISON, SpPrial. 
(Stamped on face): Ko Pro 8~-115. 
(Endorsed hy several banks' . stamps, 

and marked "Paid" by perforat10n.) 

Q. Now there is a check drawn by 
l\lr. R~bis~n himself. not endorsed, for 
*300.00. (Showing witness another 
eheck.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifica

tion Exhibit 19, and was offered in evi
dPnce as follows, to wit:) 

Austin. Texas, May 4, 1926. 
TEXAS Jl.-\NK & TRUST CO:IIPANY 
Pav to self or order. . $300.00 
T11;·ee Hundred .. Dollars 

.T. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Perforated) "Paid." 

(/. There i; a rherk for $300 payable 
to :llr. Rohi"1n-"Self"-without any en
clor;ement. (Showing rheck to witness.) 

( Tlw rheck was marked for illentifica
tion Exhibit 20 and was read in evi
dence as follows: ) 

Austin, Texas, .June 5, 1926. 

Q. There is a check payable to 
"self," drawn the same month? 

A. Drawn June 29, yes. 
Q. All right. The other was June 

29th? 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 21, and was read in evi
dence as follows: ) 

Austin, Texas, Jnne 29, 1926. 
TEXAS BAl~K & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to self or order. - .$10i.28 
One Hundred and Sixty-Seven 

and 28/100 . _ .......... - . - .. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(No endorsements. Perforated "Paid.") 

Q. Now, there is a check signed by
~!r. J. T. Robison, to the First National 
Bank. It has no endorsement on it ex
cept the bank it went through first? 
(Showing check to witness.) 

A. No, sir. 
(The elwck was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 22, and was read in evi
dence as follows: ) 

Austin, Texas, June 10, 1926 . 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Pav to First Xational Bank, 

Lamesa. Texas, or order. - .... $100.00 
One Hundred - . . . ........ Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Marked in upper left corner in pen

cil:) 0. K. W.K.C. 
(Endorsed by stencil or stamps of 

two hanks. th<: Fort Worth National 
Bank, Fort Worth, Texas, and First 
National Bank, Lamesa, Texas. Per
forated, "Paid.") 

Q. Here is one drawn by J. T. Robi
son on the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany of Anstin, no endorsement on it1 
(Showing rheck to witness.) 

(The cherk was marked for identifica
tion Exhibit 23, and was read in evi
drnre as follows, towit:) 

Austin, Texas, Jan. 8, 1929. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Pav to Texas Bank & Trust 

Co., or order ................ $56.78 
Fiftv-six 78/100 _ ........ - .... Dollars 

• .T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(No endorsements. Perforated "Paid.") 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY Q. Now, there is a check drawn pay
Pay to self or order. . . . . . .... $300.00 able to Mr. Robison, or order, for $500 
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on the Texas Bank & Trust Company, 
i·sn't it? Has no other endorsement on 
it except his-J. T. Ro bison's; went 
though the bank and was paid! (Show· 
ing check to witness.) 

A. Yes. 
(The check was marked for identifica· 

tion Exhibit 24, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to wit: ) 

Austin, Texas, April 10, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Pay to cash or order ........... $500.00 
Five Hundred ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed) J. T. Robison. (Perforat

ed) "Paid." 

Q. Now, there is a check payable to 
"Cash," signed "J. T. Robi-son, special, 
by wife," for $75.00, and no endorse
ment on it at all, and that was drawn 
by his wife? (Showing check to wit
ness.) 

Judge Freeman: Senator, there is no 
objection to this check! 

Senator Price: I don't think there is, 
Judge. 

Mr. Allen: I understood there was 
no objection to any of them, that we 
could just go ahead and prove these up. 

Senator Price: Let me see them. I 
suppose it is all right. 

Judge Freeman: I don't know wheth
er that was in the agreement or not. 

Senator Price: That is all right, 
they are admitted to be the signatures 
of his wife. 

(The check was marked for identifi
cation Exhibit 25, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, June 21, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Cash or order ........... $75.00 

Seventy-five and no/100 Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By Wife. 
(No endorsement.) 
Perforated "Paid." 

(Judge Freeman read another check, 
which was marked for identification 
Exhibit 26, as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, September 18, 1925. 
Judge Freeman: I am not sure 

whether that is "10" or "18." Can you 
tell, Mr. Whitwell? 

A. Where! 
Judge Freeman: The date. 
A. (Examining check.) It is "18," 

as well as I remember-9-18. 

Austin, Texas, September 18, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Cash or order. , .......... $54.00 

Fifty-four and no/100 Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By Wife. 
(In lower left-hand corner: "For 

Clyde Crover.") 
No endorsements. 
Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Now, here is a check here (show
ing check to witness). Whom is that 
signed by? J. T. Robison, Special, on 
this same bank account, payable to Real 
Silk Hosiery Mills, Inc. ? 

A. Yes. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 27 and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, January 3, 1929. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Real Silk Hosiery Mills, 
Inc., or order ................ $15.52 

Fifteen and 52/100 Dallars. · 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed in stencil) : Real Silk 
Hosiery Mills, 311 Littlefield Building, 
Phone 4604. 

In ink: W. N. Patterson. 
(Stamped) : No. 140. Pay to the 

order of the Austin National Bank, 
J. L. Hunter, P. M. Also endorsed: 
Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, January 8, 1929. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Marked "Paid" by perforation. 

Q. Does the Commissioner own a 
farm out here? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That he operates! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that check drawn by him

J. T. Robison, Special-on the same 
bank account, payable to the Farmers' 
:Supply Company? (Showing check to 
witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 28, and was read in evi
dence, as follows) : 

No. 6. 
Austin, Texas, September 1, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPA},TY. 

Pay to the order of Farmers' 
Supply Co. . .................. $5.63 

Five and 63/100 Dallars. 
·(in pencil) J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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Stamped on hack: !?armers' Supply 
Co., 209-211 East Fifth Street; Phone 
2-34 78, Austin. Texas. 

Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Is that c-hec-k there signed hy J\Ir. 
Robison on that •nme af'eount-.J. T. 
Ho bison, Special! (Showing check to 
witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On Texas Hank and Trust Com· 

pany! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This is payable to James Merean· 

tile Company, isn't it! 
A. Yt>s, sir. 
Q. Who is the James Mercantile 

Company-here in this town! 
A. I don "t know. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 29, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit) : 

(Stamped on back): Pay to the 
order of Austin National Bank. For 
deposit only. Heierman Industries. 
(Stamp of Austin Clearing House.) 

Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Here is a little check for 75 cents, 
isn't it, drawn by Mr. Robison on the 
Texas Bank and Trust Company, pay· 
able to whom 1 (Showing check to 
witness.) 

A. Comanche Chief. 
Q. Do you know whether that is a 

newspaper? 
A. Well, I take it that it is; I 

don't know. 
Q. That check was gi\"en September 

28, 1928, wasn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 31, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin. Texa", .January !J, 1929· Austin, Texas, September 28, 1928. 
TEXAS BAXK & Tlffi-;T COMPANY. 
Pav to James Mercantile Co., 

~r order ... $33.20 
Thirl\"-three and :20/100 Dollars. 

• ,J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Stamped on face of check) : No Pro. 

30-11. 

(Endorsed on hack) : Pay to the 
order of National Bank of Commerce, 
39, San Antonio, Texas. 39. For de
posit to the credit of James l\Iere. Co. 
Also stamp of Austin Clearing House. 
and stamp of National Bank of Com
n1erC'e, 8an Antonio. Texns. 

Perforated "Paid." 

Q. Here is one drawn on the same 
bank. isn't it, signed J. T. Hobison, Spe
cial, payable to Heierman Industries, 
here in Austin? (Showing l'heck to 
witne:"s.) 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Do you know what they do? 
A. Well, I think they are machine 

people. 
1.J. C\1al'liine people! 
A. I don't know. 
(The cheek was marked for identifi

cation Exhihit 30. and was read in evi
denee as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas. September l, 1928. 
(pend!) No. 5. 

TEXAS BAXK & THUST COl\IPAXY. 
Pay to the order of (in pencil) 

Heierman Industries ......... $14.77 
(ink) 

Fourteen and 77I100 Dollars. 
(In ink) 

J. T. HOBISON, Special. 
(In pencil.) 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to The Comanche Chief, 
of order .................. $ 75/100 

Seventy-five Cents. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed) : Bv two or three banks. 
Marked "Paid" by perforation. 

Q. Well, here is one drawn on that 
same bank account, isn't it-Texas Bank 
and Trust Company-J. T. Robison, 
Special. That is right, isn't it! (Show
ing check to witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Payable to the Driskill Laundry. 

\" ou have got a laundry here in this 
town bv the name of the Driskill Laun
dry, haven't yon! 

A. I think so; yes, sir. 
t.,l. And that is endorsed Driskill 

Hotel Laundry, isn't it! 
A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 32, and was read in evi
dence as follows. to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, January 
Pa\" to the order of Driskill 

No. 21. 

16, 1929. 

Laundry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.60 
(Pencil.) 

Fi\"e and 60/100 Dollars. 
(In pencil.) 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back with stamp) : 
Driskill Hotel Laundry. For deposit 
only. Pay to the order of Austin Na
tional Bank. The Driskill Hotel. 

Stamp of Austin Clearing House. 
Perforated "Paid." 
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Q. Now, there is one signed by J. T. 
Robison on the same bank. (Showing 
check to witness. ) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That check is for $151.25 ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Payable to the Austin Crockery 

and Hardware Company, isn't it! 
A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi· 

cation Exhibit 33, and was read in evi· 
deuce as follows, to-wit) : 

Austin, Texas, January 22d, 1929. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Austin Crockery and 
Hardware Co., or order ...... $151.25 

One Hundred and Fifty-one and 25/100 
Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Speeial. 
(Endorsed on back: ) Austin Crockery 

& Hardware Co. Phone 7409. 511 Con
gress Ave. Austin, Texas. 

( S t a m p e d: ) Payme:it received 
through Austin" Clearing House. (Per· 
forated) : "Paid." 

Q. Now, there is one drawn on that 
account, J. T. Robison, Special, on the 
same bank! (Showing check to wit· 
neBB.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is for $12 ! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Pay to the Consumers Home lee 

Company. You have got an ice company 
here in Austin called ·the Consumers 
Home Ice Company, haven't you! 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exbibit 34, and was read in evi· 
dence as follows, towit:) 

Austin, Texas, Jany. 12, 1929. 
(In pencil.) 

TEXAS BA..~ & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to Consumers Home Ice 
Co. or order ................ $12.00 
( In pencil ) ( pencil ) 

Twelve (pencil ) .............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back by stamp:) Pay 
to the order of the Texas Bank & Trust 
Co., Austin, Texas. Consumers-Home Ice 
Co. (Perforated:) "Paid." 

Q. Now, there i11 a check drawn on 
that same account, isn't it-Texas 
Bank & Trust Company, signed by J. 

0

T. 
Robison, Special, for $92.53. Is that 
right T (Showing check to witness. ) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Pay to J. R. Williams, Tax Col

Jsctor? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, did you folks have to pay 

any taxes on the property of the State 
of Texas-on land property over there? 

A. I don't know. 
Q. That property over there belongs 

to the State of Texas, doesn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. J. R. Williams, Tax Collector

he is Tax Collector of Travis County, 
isn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. $92.53? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You don't know whose taxes that 

was paying, do you! 
A. No, sir. 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 35, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit: ) 

Austin, Texas, Jan. 17, 1929. 
(Indelible pencil.) 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pav to J. R. Williams, Tax 
t-Ollector ............. $92.53 

(Pencil) 
Ninety-two and 53/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back, with stamp: ) Pay 
to the order of Security Trust Co., Aus
tin, Texas. ,J. R. Williams, Tax Collec
tor, Travis Co., Texas. Pay to the or
der of the American National Banlt, 
Austin, Texas. The Security Trust Co., 
Austin, Texas. (Stamped) "Paid." 
Austin Clearing House. 

(Perforated) "Paid." 

Q. Xow. hPrc is one drawn by J. T. 
Rob••on. Speoial, on Texas Bank & 
Trust Company! (Showing check to 
witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Pay to K. B. Storage Company. 

You have got a K. B. Storage Company 
here! 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Well. K. B. Storage Company-

do you know that storage eompany! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. $25? 
(The check was marked for identifi

cation Exhibit 36, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit: ) 

_Austin, Texas, Jany. 14, 1929. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to K. B. Storage Co. 
or order ..................... $25.00 

Twenty-five ................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back with stamp: ) K. 
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B. Storage Co. Phone 2-1200. 214-216 Austin, Texas, Oct. 13, 1928. 
West 4th St., Austin, Texas. Stamp of TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Austin Clearing House. 

(Perforated) ··Paid." 
Q. Do you know anything about 

Judge H. L. Batts loaning the Commis
simwr last Nnnmber $500? 

A. Xo. sir. 
(J_ \Y<>ll. look at thnt clll'ck-the 

clwrk ""'" mad" tH It. L. Batts? (Show
ing dwt·k to witnr:-o:-o.) 

A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know anything about his 

loaning- ~Ir. Ho1ii~nn $.-,oo during the 
eh·rtion in Xon~1nlier ! 

A. No, sir. I don't. 
Q. All right. This check is made 

payable to .Juclg<' IC L. Batts. with the 
wort! ••Thanks., on it I 

( Thr check was marked for identifi
('ation r:xhihit :l7, and was read in evi
drn1·1• as follows. to-wit:) 

.\ust in. Tcxn•. ~ov. 5, 1928. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST CO~IPA:t."'Y 

l'ay to Robert Nicholson Co., 
or order .................... $24.00 

Twenty-four and No/ I 00 ........ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Stamp of the American National Ex
change Bank of Austin, Texas, and 
stamp of the Austin Clearing House.) 

(Endorsed with stamp:) Pay to the 
order of the American Nat ion al Ex
<'hnngc Bank, 358 Dallas, Texas, 358. 
HobPrt Nid10lson Heed Co. 

(Perforated) "Paid." 
Q. That check was drawn on the 

same arrount hy l-Ir. Robison. wasn't 
it I (Showing "another check to wit
ness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Payable to the Southwestern Bell 

Telephone Company, $27.85? 

(The du•rk was marked for identifi
cation Exhibit 39, and was read in evi· 
deuce as follows, to-wit: ) 

Austin, Texas, No,·. I, 1928. 
Pay to R. L. Batts or order ..... $500.0u TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Fiw Hundred .... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(In the lower lt•ft hand corner writ

ten the word "Thanks," underscored. 
Endorsed on hark: R. L. Batts. Stamp 
of the Austin Clearing House. 

(Perforated) "Paid." 
Q. Do you know of any seed of any 

kind being hought from Robert Nichol
son Seed Company last October! 

A ~lemher: I c.an't understand the 
question. 

Q. I will ask it again: Do you know 
anything ahout any seed being bought 
from the Robert Nicholson Seed Com
pany in October Inst year for the Land 
Office! 

. \. No, I do not-I don't know. 
Q. All right. Tbnt check is signed 

J. T. RolJison. Special. isn"t it! (Show
ing check to witne8tl.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On this samp hank account! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It says. Pay to Robert Nicholson 

Seed Company. ~24. Is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. No endorsl'ment on it except the 

Robert Nicholson Company and the 
bank? 

(The check was marked for identifi
cation Exhibit :l8, and was read in evi
dence as follows. to-wit:) 

Pay to S. W. Bell Telephone 
Co., or order ................. $27 .85 

Twmty-se\·en and 85/100 ...... Dollara 
.J. T. ROBISO~. Special. 

( Endor.cd on hack: ) For deposit. 
Pay to the order of Austin National 
Bank. Austin. Texas. Southwestern 
Bdl Tel. ("o. Stamp of Austin Clearing 
House. (Perforated: ) "Paid." 

In the lower left hand corner of the 
chr<'k. in pencil, 69702 F. 

Q. There is a check drawn on that 
same account hy J. T. Robison, isn't 
it! (Showing check to witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is pay to The Alvarado Bul

letin, isn't it I 
A. Yes, sir . 
Q. That was paid last summer, 

wasn't it. November, 1928! 
A. Yes. 
(The cheek was marked for identifi· 

ration Exhibit 40, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit: ) 

Austin. Texas. 9-29-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

15 
l'ay to The Alrnrado Bulletin $1--

~r order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
One and 15/100 .............. Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back: ) Alvarado Bul

letin (stamp). by C. F. Pardue. Ed. (in 
pencil). Stamp of Federal Reserve 
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Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, Texas. 
Stamp of Federal Reserve Bank, 

All prior endorsements guaranteed, 
City National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 
(Perforated: ) "Paid." 

Q. Now, there is another one drawn 
on that account, pay to Robert Nichol
son Seed Co.-is that right-$10.501 
(Showing check to witness.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is for five bushels of winter 

rye, isn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You all were not making any 

home brew over there, were you 1 
A. Not that I know of. 

(The check was marked for identifi
cation Exhibit 41, and was read in evi
dence as follows, to-wit: ) 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 1, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to Robt. Nicholson Seed 
Co., or order ................ $10.50 

Ten and 50/100 .............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

In lower left hand corner: 5 bu. Win
ter Rye. 

(Stamped on back with stamp of 
American Exchange National Bank, and 
stamp of Austin Clearing House. Also 
stamped: "Pay to order of American 
Exchange National Bank, 358 .Dallas, 
Texas 358. Robert Nicholson Co." (Per
forated:) "Paid." 

Q. Now, here is a check drawn on 
that same account, payable to Paul 0. 
Simms Company. What company is 
that, do you know? 

A. Well, they are real estate and 
rental agents here, I think. 

Q. The Land Commissioner's Office 
doesn't rent anything from them, do 
they? 

A. Well, not that I know of. 
Q. That is right. That is for $87.75. 
(The check was thereupon identified 

as Exhibit No. 32, and is as follows) : 

Austin, Texas, 10-1, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 

Pay to Paul 0. Simms Co., 
or order .................... $88. 7 5 

Eighty-eight and 75/100 Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

{Endorsed on back) : For deposit 
only. Paul 0. Simms Company. 

Received payment, October 3, 1928, 
The Austin National Bank, Austin 
Clearing House. 

.Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Q. Here is another one to Merchants' 
Transfer Company on the same account. 
That is an Austin concern 1 

A. It seems to be. 
{The check was thereupon identified 

as Exhibit 33, and is as follows) : 

Austin, Texas, 10-1, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Merchants Transfer Co., 

or order ..................... $9.92 
Nine and 92/100 Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the 

order of Austin National Bank, for de
posit only. Merchants' Transfer and 
Storage Company. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, October 8, 1928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 
Q. Here is another one on the same 

account. That is a printing company, 
isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was thereupon identified 

as Exhibit 34, and is as follows) : 

Austin, Texas, 9-29, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & '.HWST C0:11PANY. 
Pay to Watford-Binion Print-

ing Co., or order .............. $5.00 
Five and no/100 Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): Watford-Binion 

Printing Company, Lufkin Daily News, 
Lufkin Weekly News. , 

Pay to order of any bank, banker or 
trust company. October 4, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
First State Bank and Trust Company, 
Lufkin, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. October 5, 1928. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
Houston National Bank, Houston, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 
Q. Now, here is a check drawn on 

the same account of Mr. Robison for 
$15,000, payable to the Security Trust 
Company, Austin, Texas. 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was thereupon identified 

as Exhibit No. 35, and is as follows): 

Austin, Texas, October 22, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Security Trust Com-

pany, Austin, Texas, or 
order .................... $15,000.00 
Exactly Fifteen Thousand Dollars 

Exactly. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

( E'ndorsed on hack) : Pay to the 
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order of the American National 
Austin, Texas, for deposit only. 
rity Trust Company. 

Bank, Austin, Texas, July 24, 1925. 

Seen- TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House. October 
23, 192(i. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Q. Now, there is a <"heek drawn on 
the same account for J\'.)000. paya\Jle 
to Cash! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. No endorsement on that at all! 
A. Ko. 
(The <·heck was thereupon read in evi· 

dence, identified as Exhibit 36, and is 
as follows) : 

Austin, Texas, 7·23, 192ii. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COl\IP ANY. 
Pay to Cash-Time deposit 

or order .................. $;),000.00 
Five Thousand Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Stamped "Paid" with ste?cil. 

Q. There is another check for $5000 
of that money that was transferred to 
the Texas Ba~k and Trust Company and 
•·barged to that account. isn't it 1 

A. That was in 1925. 
(The cheek was thereupon rea<i in evi· 

deuce, identified as Exhibit Xo. :Ji, and 
is as follows) : 

Austin, Texas, November 28, 192.J. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Texas Bank and Trust 
Company, Austin, Texas, or 
order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ii,OOO.OO 

Exactly Five Thousand Dollars. Ex
actly. Exactly. Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Q. There is a slip showing that 
$ L'i,000 of that money was transferred 
to the Texas Bank and Trust Company 
and charged to that account, October 15, 
19251 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The slip was thereupon read in evi

dence, identified as Exhihit :-lo. 38, and 
is as follows) : 

Individual charge .J. T. Robison, 
Special. S. D. 728 .......... $15,000 
Austin, Texas, October 15, 1925. 
TexaR Bank and Trust Company.· 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Q. That cheek is payable to E. M. 
Scarbrough & Son~, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The check was thereupon read in 

evidence, identified as Exhibit No. 39, 
and is as follows) : 

Pay to E. M. Scarbrough & Sons, 
or order ..................... $8.00 

Eight Dollars. 
For three bags made of oilcloth. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the 
order of State National Bank, Austin, 
Texas, for deposit only. E. M. Scar
brough & Sons. 

Paid through Austin Clearing House, 
July 27, 1925. State National Bank, 
Austin, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Q. Now, when Mr. Robison was not 
in town, Mr. Walker drew the checks 
that were drawn on that account, 
didn't he! 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Well, let's see if he did. Now, 

there is a check drawn by J, H. Walker 
and signed J. T. Robison's name, on that 
same account, isn't it! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Refund overpayment of inspection 

fee! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He puts on the check what it is 

for, so it will show! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When Mr. Walker wrote this one 

here he put on it what it was for, re
fund inspection fee in error I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is one that is by Mr. 

Walker! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That one shows filing fees in

cluded in inspection checks I 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This one of Mr. Walker's shows 

expense trip to J. H. W. to "San An
tonio for reappraisements I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next one is refund inspection 

fee! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next one is by Mr. Walker! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is refund of payment, and 

so forth! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next one is for refund reap-

praisement fee! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Land not subject to something T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It says what it is for, doesn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next one is by Mr. Robison T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next one is by Mr. Walker 
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for negatives of maps! Anyway,. it 
gives what it is for? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the next one is by Mr. 

Walker in returning overpayments, and 
so forth? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the next one is by Walker, 

payment and so forth! 
A, Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, wherever Mr. Walker issued 

those checks, do you know of . any check 
that he ever issued that he didn't put 
down on the check what it was for? 

A. Well, I don't know of them, of 
course. 

Q. All right. Those signatures there 
are all J. T. ROBISON, Special, by J. 
H. Walker! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Aii of them? 
A. Yes, 11ir. 
Q. Aii of those? 
A. Yes. 
Q. These checks I hold in my hand 

were written by or signed by J. T. Robi
son, Special, by J. H. Walker, were 
they not? 

well to print these checks in the Journal 
as a matter of record, and then each; mem
ber would have it to refer to? 

Mr. Allen: As far as:I am concerned. 
I am going to adopt the suggestion 
made by counsel. The only object in 
introducing these checks is to show 
that each check shows what it was be
ing written for, something connected 
with this reappraisement fund. 

The checks were thereupon identified 
as Exhibit No. 40, and are as follows: 

Austin, Texas, 9/25, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to Julian M. Bassett 
or order ...................... $6.40 

Six and 40/100 ............... Doilars 
Refund over payment of inspection fee. 

J. T. ROBISON (Special). 
By J. H. W ALKE!t, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): Julian M. Bas
sett. Pay to the order of any Bank, 
Banker or Trust Co. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Oct I, 1925. Guar
anty Bond State Bank, Alex P. Villaret; 
Cashier, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And with 

checks we ·have 
Walker, they do 
tions, do they f 

the exception of the 
here signed by Mr. Austin, Texas, 192 
not show those nota- TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 

A. No, sir. 
Q. And these checks that we have 

here ·signed by Mr. Walker, in each and 
every instance they were given in pay
ment for something connected with that 
fund in the Land Office? 

A. Seem to be, yes, sir. 
Mr. Allen: Put them in a separate 

envelope, and identify them, and we 
will consider them in evidence as soon as 
they look at them. These have all been 
identified, and I will hand them all 
over at one time. 
. Mr. Price: Judge Sinks, I just want 

to make this suggestion. There seems 
to be quite a number of checks there. I 
think there is no dispute about the 
11ignature, and that being the case we 
will very gladly let them go in and be 
considered as evidence and referred to 
as such, if it will save any time. with
out reading each one out separately. 
We would like to do that to save the 
time. 

Mr. Allen: That is proper if he will 
make known the amounts of these 
checks, but there is no use introducing 
these before this body unless they know 
what it is. If we don't read them now 
we will have to r~ad them when we go 
to argue this case, and we can't do that. 

A Member: would it not be just as 

Pay to H. S. Walker or order .... $5.50 
Five and 50/100 .............. Dollars 

Expense trip J. H. W. to San An
tonio a/c reappraisements. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): H. S. Walker. 
Pay to the order of The American Na
tional Bank, Austin, Texas. General 
Land Office; .T. T. Robison, Commission
er, J. D. Hedick, Receiver. 

Paid Austin Clearing House, Sep. 9', 
1925, American National Bank . 

Stamped ';Paid" with stencil. 

Austin, Texas, Sep. 3, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to J. D. Hedick, Recv. 
G. L. O. or order .............. $3.50 
Filing fees included in inspection 

checks. 
J. T. ROBISON (Special) 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the or

der of The American National Bank, 
Austin, Texas. General Land Office, J. 
T. Robison, Commissioner, J. D. Redick 
Receiver. 

Paid Austin Clearing House, Sep. 5, 
1925, American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 
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Austin, Texas, Sep. 3, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Pay to V. H. Osborn or onler .... $3.20 
Three & 20/100. . . Dollars 
Refund inspection fee. pd. in error. 

J. T. ROBISON (Special). 
By .J. IT. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endors<'d 011 hai•k): \'. H. Osborn. 
Pav to order of an\' hank or banker. 
Prior en<lorsements. ., guaranteed. Oct. 
29, 192.>. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

Htamped "Paid" with stencil. 

£\.u~tiu. Trxag, ~rp. 2, 192.l. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay lo ,J. D. Hediek, or order .... $95.39 

Ni11etv-five and 39/100 Dollars. 
Exp1•11se

0 

a/c ,J. T. R. 
. T. T. ROBISO:N' (Special). 

B~· .T. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

( E11dorsed on hark) : ,Pay to the 
order of the American National Bank, 
Austin. Texas. General Land Office, 
.T. T. Hobison, Cmnmissioner; tT. D. 
Redick, Receh·er. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House, Sep. ~. 
l!l2:>. American Natio11al Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Austin, Texas, Del'. 17th, 192.'i. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Hayden Miles, or order .... $1.20 

One and 20/100 Dollars. 
To return overpayment on Section 22 

A 44 Andrews. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By ,J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on hark) : Hayden l\liles. 
Pav to the order of anv bank, hanker 
or 'trust compan~·. Dec~mber 21, 192fi. 
Previous e11dorsements l(Uaranteed. An
drews State Bank. Andrews, Texas. 

Pav to the order of anv ]Jank, hanker 
or tt:ust c·ompany. Prioi· endorsements 
guaranteed. Deeemher 22. 192;3. First 
National Bank, Midland. Texas. 

Pay to the ordc•r of any Federal Re
serve' Bank or Branch. 

0

December 24, 
l 92fi. Prior endorsements guaranteed, 
Farmers' and l\Ierehants' National Bank, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Pav tn the order of anv hank or hanker. 
Prim: endorsements guaranteed. De· 
cemher 21i, 1921\. Federal Reser\'e Bank 
of Dallas. 

Austin. Texas, November 21. 

TEXAS BA!\'K & TIWST COMPANY. 
Pay to ,J. ,V, Hamilton. Receiver, 

or order ...... $3. 7ii 

Three and 75/100 Dollars. 
Fees indnded in C. E. Ogden's check 
for $10.15 receh·ecl November 2, 1924, 
on Andrews State Bank. 

.T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By ,J. H. \\'ALKEH, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on hat•k) : Pay to the 
order of the American National Bank, 
Austin, Texas. General Land Office, 
.T. T. Robiso11. Commissioner; J. M. 
Hamilton, Receiver. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House, Novem
ber 23, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Austin, Texas, No,·ember 13, 1925. 

n::.;As BA:\'K & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to H. H. Jefferies, or order .. '!>2.46 
Two and 46/100 Dollars . 

To refund o\·erpayment in item of $38.40 
received June 30, 1925. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

R. H .. Jeffries, by J\Irs. H. H .. Jeffries. 

Pay to the order of any bank, hanker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. ,January 18, 1929. 
Laredo National Bank, Laredo, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse· 
men ts guaranteed. January 19, 1929. 
Alamo National Bank, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House, January 
21, 1929. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Austin, Texas, November 13, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to A. 111. Teague, or order .... $1.60 
One and 60/100 Dollars. 

To refund sum received November 4, 
1925, and erroneously credited to re
valuation fund. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WAL KER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): ''"· M. Teague. 
Gulf Service Station. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse· 
ments guaranteed. The Fairmount 
Bank, Fairmount, Ga.; R. D. Rayno, 
Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
hanker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. December I. 192ii. First Na· 
tional Bank, Chattanooga, Tenn.; W. H. 
DeWitt, Cashier. 

Pav to the order 
or t1:u~ company. 
111ents guaranteed. 

of. any hank, banker 
Ali prior endorse

The National Bank 
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of Commerce, in St. Louis, December 3; 
R. F. McNal!y, Cashier. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House, Decem
ber 5, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil. 

Austin, Texas, October 30, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Howell Johnson, or order .. $6.40 
Six and 40/100 Dollars. 

In return of double payment on Section 
28, block 142, H. B. & L., Pecos 
County. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): Howell Johnson. 
0. G. Robertson. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments gnaranteed. November 5, 1925. 
First National Bank, Fort Stockton, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Federal Re
serve Bank or Branch. November 6, 
1925. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Farmers' and Merchants' National Bank, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, October 29th, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to W. M. Malone, or order .... $1-60 
One and 60/100 Dollars. 

In return of overpayment on north half 
Section 5, Tk B, P. S. Ward Co. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): W. M. Malone. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. October 31, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Spur 
National Bank, Spur, Texas. . 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. November 3, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid, Austin ©!earing House, Novem
ber l, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, October 26, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 

Pay to John D. Miller, or order .. $36.00 
Thirty-six and no/100 Dollars. 

For negatives of maps to use in revalu-

ing land under act effecti\'e June 18, 
1925. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
B~ J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): For deposit 
only, Austin National Bank. Miller 
Blue Print Company. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, October 29, 1925. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, October 8, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to J. A. Mc Williams, or order. $3.20 
Three and 20/100 Dollars. 

Return of payment made on south half 
Section 23, blk. A-22, Andrews county, 
which he did not own. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): J. A. McWil
Jiams. C. E. Rollins. Pay to the order 
of any bank, banker or trust company. 
All prior endol'sements guaranteed. 
Oct. 24, 1925. The First State Bank, 
Seminole, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 27, 1925. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Fort Worth, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or bank-
er. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 2, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to J.M. Cormack or order ... $32.00 
Thirty-two and No/100 ......... Dollars 
To refund reappraisement fee not re-

ceived in time, land not subject to for
feiture. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): J. M. Cormack, 
Joseph M. Cormack. 

Pay to any bank, banker or trust com
pany. All prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 5, 1925. The Atlanta Na
tional Bank, Lowry Bank & Trust Co., 
of Ga., The Atlanta and Lowry National 
Bank, Atlanta, Ga. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 7, 1925. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
Republic National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or bank
er. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Oct. 8, 1925. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 
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Stamped "Paid" with •tencil perfor
ation. 

Austin, Texas, 9/30, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to Otto Stolley or order. . if;R0.00 
Eighty and No/100. . ..... Dollars 
Erroneously deposited to thi< R<"<"Ount. 
It was intended as first payment on 
purchase applications yet to be filed. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on bac'i<) : Otto Stolley, for 
deposit. Paid, Austin Clearing House, 
Oct. 5, 192.5. American National Bimk. 

Mr. Allen: I ha,·e a list of drafts, 
all of which were drawn on the same 
hank, on the same account. 

l\Ir. Price: We will agree to print 
them all in the Journal. 

:\Ir. Allen: I want to read the 
amounts of them. It is agreed that 
Mr. Robison drew these checks, all on 
that bank, and collected the money him
self, drawn by him personally on this ac
c•ount. It is admitted that these checks 
were drawn by Mr. Robison at the dates 
and times shown in the checks, and for 
the amounts in money indicated. I will 
read the amounts of each check. 

The checks were thereupon introduced 
in evidence, and the amounts of them 
read, and were identified as Exhibit No. 
41, and are as follows: 

Austin, Texas, Aug. 21, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to the order of The Ameri-
can National Bank ........... $200.00 

Two Hundred and No/100 ...... Dollars 

Charge to account of 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 

(Endorsed on back): Pay to the or
der of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. April 15, 1926. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Van Horn State 
Bank, Van Horu, Texas. 

Pay to any bank, banker or trust 
company. April 16, 1926. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. First National 
Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Apr. 19, 1926. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfor
ation. 

STATE NATIONAL BANK 

Alpine, Texas, 4-21, 1926. 

On demand pay to the order of 
State National Bank, Alpine 
Texas ...................... $150.00 

One Hundred Fifty and No/100 .. Dollars 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the or
der of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Apr. 22, 1926. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. State National 
Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Apr. 23, 1926. City 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas, A. 
G. Engleke, Cashier. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Apr. 24, 1926. The 
Austin National Bank. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfor
Austin a tion. (Endorsed on back): Paid. 

Clearing House. Aug. 22, 1928. 
ican National Bank. 

Amer- Austin, Texas, April 24, 1926. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil 
a ti on. 

perfor- TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 

VAN HORN STATE BANK 

Van Horn, Texas, April 14, 1926. 
At Sight, Pay to the order of 

Van Horn State Bank ........ $150.00 
One Hundred Fifty and No/100.Dollars 

With exchange 

I hereby represent that the amount 
drawn for in this draft is on deposit to 
my credit, in above bank, free from any 
claims and will so remain subject to this 
check, and I acknowledge that this 
amount has been paid to me upon my 
representation of such facts. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

Pay to San Angelo National 
Bank or order ............... $150.00 

One Hundred and Fifty ........ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the 
order of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Apr. 24, 1926. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sari Angelo Nation
al Bank, San Angelo, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Apr. 
26, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfor
ation. 

THE ·CORPUS CHRISTI NATIONAL 
BANK 

$150.00 
Corpus Christi, Texas, May 17, 1926. 
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At sight pay to the order of The Corpus 
Christi National Bank 

One Hundred and Fifty ........ Dollars 
Value received and charge the same 

to account of 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., 

Austin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 

(Endorsed on back): Pay to the 
order of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Previous endol'Sements guaran
teed. May 18, . 1926. Corpus Christi 
National Bank, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. May 20, 1926. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfor
ation. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Amarillo, Texas, June 15, 1926. 

Pay to. the order of First National 
Bank, Amarillo, Texas ....... $200.00 

Two Hundred and No/100 ...... Dollars 

Value received and charge to account of 
with exchange. 

To The Texas Bank and Trust Company, 
Austin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): Pay to the 
order of any bank, hanker of trust com
pany. Previous endorsements guaran
teed. June 17, 1926. The First Na
tional Bank, Amarillo, Texas; H. E. 
Fuqua, Cashier. 

Paid, Austin Clearing Honse. June 
19, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

OZONA NATIONAL BANK. 

Ozona, Texas, Augu.st 27, 1925. 

At sight pay to the order of 
the Ozona National Bank, 
Ozona, Texas ............... $100.00 

One Hundred Dollars. 

Value received and charge to account 
of 

To Texas Bank and Trust Company, 
Austin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Customer's draft. 
(Endorsed on back): Pay to the 

order of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. August 27, 1925. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Ozona National 
Bank, Ozona, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guar.anteed. .August 29, 1925. 
Stockyards National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. August 31, 1925. Citi
zens' State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, August 25, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 

Pay to Self, or order ............ $20.00 
Twenty Dollars. 
.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

STATE NATIONAL BANK. 

Alpine, Texas, August 26, 1925. 

On demand, pay to the order of 
State National Bank, Alpine, 

A Texas ...................... $100.00 
ustin, Texas, August 25, 1926. One Hundred Dollars. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. To Texas Bank and Trust Company, 
Pay to Commercial National Bank Austin, Texas. 

of Uvalde, or order . . . . . . . . . . J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
One Hundred Dollars. (Endorsed on ·back): Pay to the 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. order of any bank, banker or trust com-
(Endorsed on back): Pay to the pany. August 2U. 1925. Previous en

order of any bank, banker or trust com- dorsements guaranteed. State National 
pany. August 25, 1926. Previous en- Bank, Alpine, Texas. 
dorsements guaranteed. Commercial Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
National Bank, Uvalde, Texas. or trust company. All previous en-

Pay to the order of any bank, banker dorsemen ts guaranteed. August 27, 
or trust company. August 26, 1926. 1925. Ffrst National Bank, El Paso, 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Na- Texas. 
tional Bank of Commerce, San Antonio, Paid, Austin Clearing House, August 
Texas. 21, 1925. American National Bank. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House. August Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
27, 1926. American National Bank. tion. 



46 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
OF PLAINVIEW. 

Plainview, Texas, 6-23, 1926. 

Pay to the order of First National 
Bank, Plainview, Texas .. $300.00 
Three Hundred and no/100 Dollars. 

Value received and charge the "ame to 
account of with exrhange 

To Texas Bank & Trust Cu.. Austin, 
Texas. 

,J. T. ROBISOK, SpeC'ial. 
Custome1"' draft 

(Endorsed un hack) : Pay to the 
order uf any bank. banker or trust com
pany. (Ali prior endorsements guaran
teed.) .June 23, 19:!!i. The First Xa
tional Bank. Plaindew, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

THE TEXARKANA NATIONAL BANK 

order of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. July 10, 1926. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. 

Pay to order of Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas. July 10, 1926. All previous 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank, Houston, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. July 12, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin. Texas, July 14, 1926. 

TEXAR BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Myself, or order ........ $250.00 
Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars. 

.T. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Please send 
me this by Bob. 

J. T. ROBISON. 
Insf. 

Texarkana, Texas, July 2, 1926 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

... $100.00 tion. National Bank 
One Hundred Dollars 

Pay to the <mlt>r of Texarkana 
Value recei\'ed and charge to account of 

with exchange 
To Texas Bank and Trust Company. 

Austin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBJ80X, Rpecial. 

Cu~tonll'r's Draft. 

(Endorse<] on hack) : Pay to the 
order of any liank, banker or trust com
pany. All· prior endorsem<•nts guaran
teed. .Julv 2, 1926. Texarkana Kational 
Bank. TeXarkana, Texas; R. ~I. Bone, 
Cashier. 

Pay to the order of anv bank or 
hank~r. All prior enrlorsemeiits guaran
teed. July 3, 192ti. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

SAN JACINTO TRFST COMPANY. 

Incorporated l'nder Texas Banking 
Laws, Houston. 

Houston, Texas, July 9, 1926. 

Pay to the order of San Jacinto 
Trust Company, Houston, 
Texas . $200.00 

Two Hundred Dollars. 
Value n•ceivr<l and C'hargc same to ar· 

count of 
To Texas Bank and Trnst Company, 

Austin, Texas. 
,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

San ,Jadnto Trust Company, Houston, 
Texas. 
(Endorsed on baek) : Pay to the 

Oustomer's Draft. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

Del Rio, Texas, July 28th, 1926. 

Pay to the order of First Na-
tional Bank, Del Rio ......... $200.00 
Two Hundred and 00/100 Dollars. 

I have the money on deposit to pay this 
draft when presented with exchange. 

To Texas Bank and Trust Company, 
Austin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the 
order of any bank, banker or trust com· 
pany. July 29, Hl2G. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. First National 
Bank, Del Rio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. July 
30, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas. Aug. 18, 1926. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Self. or order ........... $400.00 
Four Hundred Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on hack): J. T. Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Austin, Texas, July 21, 1926. 

TEXAS BAN1<: & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay io Self, or order .......... $500.00 
Five Hundred Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on back): J. T. Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Austin, Texas, 8-4, 1926. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Self, or order .......... $200.00 

Two Hundred Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

Fort Stockton, Texas, 9-9, 1927. 
Pay to the order of First Na-

tional Bank, Ft. Stockton ..... $100.00 
One Hundred Dollars. 

With exchange. 
To Texas Bank and Trust Company, 

Austin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): Pay to the 
order of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Previous endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 9, 1927. First National 
Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 12, 1927. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
13, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

THE CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK 
of San Angelo 

San Angelo, Texas, Sept. 10, 1926. 
Pay to the order of The Central 

National Bank ............. $200.00 
Two Hundred and 00 /100 ...... Dollars 
Value received and charge the same to 

account of with exchange. 
To Texas Barik & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Spec. 

(Endorsed on back) : 0. K. L. L. F. 
Pay to the order of any bank, bank

er or trust company. Sep. 10, 1926. 
P1·evious endorsements guaranteed. The 
Central National Bank, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
of San Antonio 

Established 1899 
San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 15, 1925. 

Pay to the order of The National 
Bank of Commerce, San Anto-
nio, Texas .................. $500.00 

Five Hundred ........... Dollars 
Value received. With exchange and 

collection charges. 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the or
der of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Sep. 15, 1925. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. National Bank of 
Commerce, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
16, 1926. Amedcan National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-21, 1927. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to the order of Cash ...... $300.00 
Three Hundred ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-23, 1927. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

Pay to the order of Abilene 
State Bank ......... : ........ $50.00 

Fifty ........................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the or
der of any bank, banker or trust com
pany. Sept. 23, 1927. Previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Abilene State 
Bank, Abilene, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any ba.nk, bank
er or trust company. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. 26, 1927. 
San Antonio Branch Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

THE FIRST :'<ATIONAL BANK 

Childress, Texas .. Sept. 26, 1927. 
$200.00 

Pay to the order of '!.'he First National 
Bank, Childress, Texas 

Two Hundred . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
Value received and charge to account of 

with exchange. 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
.J. T. ROJlJSON, Special. 

(Endorse:! O'l back): Pay to the 
order of anv bank, banker or trust com
pany. Sep. 26, 1927. Previous en
dorsemen\s l'llaranteed. The First Na
tional B1nk, Childress, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, bank-
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er or trust compauy. .-\II prior ••n· 
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. "1.i. W:!i. 
The Fi"rst ::\'.1~1onal Ban;.. Fort Worth, 
Texas, R. C . .\lurtin, Cashi<'t 

Stampe 1 "l'oid" with st1·1 oil perfora
tion. 

FIRST fiT.\TE JUNK 

Texlirll'. Tt•x .. H-:HI. l B:!7 

On demand 1w1y to t lie ord<'r of 
First State Bank, Texline 
Tex. . .. $;,o.oo 

Fiftv ... Dollars 
With exchange. Vahll' receh·ed and 

charge to al'count of 
Tn Texns Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBI80N, Special. 

Th<' Guaranty Fund Bank. 
l'ustomer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the or

der of any hank, banker. liankt>n~ or 
trust company, or order. (All prior t•n
dorsernents guaranteed.) Sept. :IO, 19:!7. 
Fir•t State Bank, Texline, Texas. B. 
\\'. Baer, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, hanker 
or tru•t C"ompany. All prior .. ndorse
ments guaranteed. Oct. 3, 1927. First 
::'i'ational Bank. Fort Worth. Texas, R. 
C'. Martin, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or bank
er. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
o .. t. 4, 1927. San Antonio Branch Fed
eral Rest>rve Bank of Dallas, San An
tonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Pnid" with ,;tenril P"rfora· 
tion. 

THE SECL'RITY RT A TE BANK 

Tahoka, Texa•, Oct. 3, l!l27. 

l'uv to th" orrler of The S1'cnrity 
~ta te Bank. Tahoka, Texas ... $100.00 

One Hundrerl Dollars 
\\'ith exrhange. For value received and 

charge the •ame to account of 
To Te:u1~ Bu. & Tr. ('o., Au~ti11. Texas. 

• T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
( Endorsecl on bark) : Pny to the or

dPr of anv hnnk. hankPr or trust rom
pany. p;jnr PTHlor~•·InentA ~ruaranteed. 
Od. :1, 1!1:!7. Th•· Sernritv SL1te Bank, 
Tuhokn, Tt>XH~. • 

Pnv to t "" onlN or n1w bank or bank
('r. 'od. :l, l !l27. Prit;r t'ndorsements 
guarantl'NI. Fir.t. Nationul Bank, 
Wichita Fulk TPxa•. 

l'nicl. Au•tin Clenring House. Oct. 
i. l!lZ7. .\rnerimn Nntionnl Bank. 

Stamped "Pnitl" with •tend! perfora
tion. 

THE FIRST NATIOXAL BANK 
Midland, Texas, Oct. 6, 1927. 

Pav t-0 the order of The First 
Xational Bank of Midland, 
Texas . . .. $50.00 

Fifty .......... Dollars 
With exchange. Yalue received and 

eharge to account of 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

( Endorsed on hack) : Pay to the 
order of anv bank or banker. Prior 1111-
dorsements' guaranteed. Oct. 6, 1927. 
First National Bank, Midland, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 7, 1927. Pre
Tious endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
8, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY 
Austin, Texas, Oct. 19, 1927. 

Pay to Cash or order ......... $150.00 
One Hundred and Fifty ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
Pecos, Texas, 11/21/25. 

Pav to the order of First Na-
tional Bank ................ $200.00 

Two Hundred and No/100 ..... Dollars 
Cash. 
\'nine receiv..d and c·harge to account 

of 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
.T. T. RORISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 
( Endor.<ed on back) : 
l'ay to the order of any bank. bn,ker 

nr tru,;t company. ::'i'ov. 2, 1925. 
Predous endorsements guaranteed . 
Fir,;! National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

H<·l'eiwd payment through Austin 
Cbtring Housl'. Nov. 4, 1925. The 
Austin Nnt'l Bank. 

Rtamped "Paid" with stencil per
foration. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF 
EL PASO. 

El Paso, Tex8J!, Nov. 7, 1925. 
Pay to the order of First Na-

tional Bnnk of El Paso, Tex .. $100.00 
llne Hundred no/100. . . Dollars 
with exchange. 
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Value· received and charge to account anteed. Nov. 21, 1925. Federal Re
of 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to order of any bank, banker or 

trust company. All previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Nov. 9. 1925. First 
National Bank, EI Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
12, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil jJer-. 
foration. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 
Pecos, Texas, Nov. 10, 1925. 

Pay to the order of First National Bank 
of Pecos 

One Hundred & no/100 ........ $100.00 
Cash. 
Value received and charge to account 

of 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Nov. 10, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
First National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Nov. 12, 1925. The 
Austin Na.t'l Bank. 

· Stamped "Paid" with stencil per
foration. 

THE CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 
OF ODESSA. 

Odessa, Texas, Nov. 18, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Citizens National 

Bank, Odessa, Texas .......... $100.00 
One Hundred Dollars no/ 100 ... Dollars 
with exchange. 

Value received and charge to account 
of 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin. 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order or any bank, banker 

or trust company. Nov. 18, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Citizens National Bank, Odessa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Federal Re
tierve Bank or Branch. Nov. 20, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Farmers & Mechanics National Bank. 
. Pay to the order of any bank, or 

banker. Previous endorsements guar-

serve Bank. 
Stamped with stencil perforation. 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE. 
San Ailftonio, Texas, Nov. 30, 1925. 

Pay to the order of National Bank of 
Commerce, San Antonio .... $100.00 

One Hundred no/100 ........... Dollars 
Value received and charge to account 

of 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Nov. 30, 1925. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
National Bank of Commerce, San An
tonio," Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
l, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" wil~h stencil per
foration. 

ROBERT J. KLEBERG & COMPANY, 
BANKERS. 

(Unincorporated.) 
Kingsville, Texas, Dec. 8, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Cash ... .' .. $1~0.-00 
One Hundred Fifty ............ Dollart1 
with exchange. 

Value received and charge to account 
of· 

To Texas B. & T. Co., Austin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Dec. 8, 1925. R. J. 
Kleberg & Co., Unincorporated. C. P. 
House, Cashier, Kingsville, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Previous endorsements guar
anteed. Dec. 9, 1925. Without re
eourse on us. South Texas Commercial 
Nat'! Bank, Houston, Texas. 

Received paymen"t through Austin 
Clearing House. Dec. 11, 1925. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil per
foration. 

THE MARFA BANK OF MARFA, 
TEXAS.· 

Marfa, Texas, Dec. 15, 1925. 
Pay to the order of !darfa State 

Bank ...................... $250.00 
Two Hundred Fifty & no/100 .... Dollars 
with exchange. 
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To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISO::S, Speeial. 
Customer's Draft. 
( Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to t.he order of any bank. banker 

or trust company. D<·c. If>, 1925. 
All prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Marfa Sta tr Bank. '.\far fa, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Cleari11µ- House. Dec. 
18, 192ii. Anwrican Xational Bank. 

Stamped ''l'ai<l" with stencil per
foration. 
TEXAS BA~K & TRl1ST COMPA::-<Y. 

Austin, Texas, De<'. 18, 1925. 
Pav to First National Bank or 

~nler . $100.00 
One Hundred . Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON" Special. 
I Endor>'Nl on back) : 
Pay to the ordl•r of any hank, banker 

or trust company. Dec. Ii( 1925. (Pre
vious endor~Pment1' guaranteed.) Pirst 
National Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 

Pay to till' order of an'' Federal He
'<'l"\"l'. Hank or Ilraneh. De<'. 19, 1925. 
Prior endor>'ements guaranteed. Farm
<'rs & Mechanics National Bank, Ft. 
Worth, TexB. 

Pay t-0 the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Dec. 21. 1925. Federal Resen-e 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stampe<! "Paicl" with stencil per
foration. 

n;XAR BAXK & TRl1ST CO'.\lPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Der. 19, 192fi. 

Pay to First National Bank, 
Fort Stockton, or order .... $100.00 

One llundred .... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

( Endors<'d nn Lack) : 
Pay to the order of any hank, banker 

or trust company. (Previous endorse
ments guaranteed.) Der. 21, 1925. 
First National Bank, Fort Stockton, 
Texas. 

Pay fo the order of any Federal Re
serve Bank or Rraneh. Dec. 24, 1925. 
Prior endorsenwnts guaranteed. Farm
ers & Mechanics Xational Bank, Ft. 
\\"or th, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
hank<•r. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Dee. 2H, 102G. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

Stamped with stencil perforation. 

TEXAS BAl\'K & TRUST COMP ANY. 

One Hundred and no/100 ...... Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dee. 22, 1925. First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Rec.eived payment through Austin 
Cleanng House, Dec. 24, 1925, the 
Austin Nat'\ Bank. 

Stamped '"Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

:FIRST NATIO::-<AL BANK. 
Del Rio, Texas, Dec. 28, 1925. 

United States 
Government De
positary. 
Pav to the order of First Na-

tional Bank, Del Rio, Texas .. $300.00 
Three Hundred and no/100 .... Dollars. 

I haye the money on deposit to pay 
this draft when presented. With ex-
change. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISO::-<, Special. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dee. 29, 1925. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. 1st 
l\'ational Bank, Del Rio, Texas. 

Paid, Austin Clearing House. Dee. 
30, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Q. That cheek there was drawn on the 
Texas Bank and Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. By J. T. Robison, Special 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is for $300.001 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Payable to Chas. S. Venable, 

$300.00. Dr. Venable was one of the 
dodors who attended him when he was 
sick 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is true 1 
A. I suppose so. hut personally I 

never heard of the man before. I don't 
know that it is true. 

Q. Dr. Venable and Dr. Wooten and 
Dr. Cox were all there, were they, or 
not1 

A. 
Q. 
A. 

I don't know. 
You don't know! 
I don't know. 

Austin, Texas, 12-22·2.'i. The check was thereupon introduced 
Pav to First Xational Bank of in evidence, identified as Exhibit No. 42, 

Pecos, or order . . . .... $100.00 and is as follows: 
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THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
of San Antonio. 

Established 1899. 
San Antonio, Texas; Sept. 21, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Dr. Chas. 
S. Venable ................. $300.00 

Three Hundred ............... Dollars 
with exchange & collection charges. 

Value received. 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to order of Alamo National Bank, 

San Antonio, Texas. C. S. Venable. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sep. 23, 1925. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 24, 1925. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Q. Now, witl;out stopping to read 
these, I will ask you to look at the 
signatures; run through them and look 
at the signatures. 

A. I think those are the genuine 
sigua tures of J. T. Robison. 

Mr. Allen: The same agreement goes 
as to them. I won't stop to read them. 
These are identified and introduced in 
evidence, and are to be used by either 
side. 

The checks were thereupon identified 
as Exhibit No. 43 on the folder. and are 
as follows: 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 3, 1928. 

Pay to Jesse Akins, or order ..... $14.50 
Fourteen & 50/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Stamped) Nov. 5, 1928. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Jessie Akins. Caldwell & Miller, For 

Deposit Only. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 10-20, 1928. 

Pay to the order of Slaward 
Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00 

Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Slaward Brown. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, July 16, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Walling & 
Bradfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $78.86 

Seventy-eight & 86/100 ......... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Walling & Bradfield for deposit. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 25, 1925. 

Pay to Wm. Sparks, or order .... $150.00 
One Hundred & Fifty .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Will. Sparks. Pay to the order of 

any bank, banker or trust company. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. Dec. 
2, 1925. R. J. Kleberg & Co., Unincor
porated, C. P. House, Cashier, Kings
ville, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COllfP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 31, 1925. 

Pay to Wm. Sparks, or order .... $275.00 
Two Hundred & Seventy-five .... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Wm. Sparks. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP.ANY. 
Austin, Texas, 11-28-1928. 

Pay to Pitinnak, or order ........ $7.25 
Seven and 25/ ................. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back ) : 
J. H. Pitinnak. Received payment 

through Austin Clearing House, Nov. 
28, 1928. The Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

STATE NATIONAL BANK. 
Alpine, Texas, 12-23-1926. 

On Demand. 
Pay to the order of State Na-

tional Bank, Alpine, Texas .... $50.00 
Fifty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Dec. 23, 1926. State 
National ~ank, Alpine, Texas. 
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Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All previous endorse· 
ments guaranteed. Dec. 27, 1926. City 
National Bank, San Antonfo, Texas., 
A. G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Dec. 28. 19:W. The 
Austin National Bank. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9·1·1928. 

Pay to the order of Isaac Phelps .. $7 .00 
Seven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

.T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Isaac Phelps. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. l, 1928. 

Pav to the order of Cleo Prince ... $2.86 
Two & 86/100......... . ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Cleo Prince. Lee Carmill. For de· 

posit to the credit of The Texas Com· 
pany, by Rubitz. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Sep. 5, 1928, The Aus· 
tin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9·1·1928. 

Pay to the order of Dr. Pease .... $32.00 
Thirty-two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back ) : 
N. F. Pease. Received payment 

through Austin Clearing House, Sept. 8, 
1928, The Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9-8·1928. 

Pav to the order of Cleo Prince .. $20.00 
Twenty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9·15·1928. 

Pay to the order of Cleo Prince .. $20.00 
Twenty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Cleo Prince. For deposit only. Ca.mp· 

bell Serv. St. 
Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora· 

ii on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 12, 1928. 

Pay to the order of Isaac Phelps .. $10.00 
Ten . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dolle.rs 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Isaac Phelps. Bobbie Robison. Cald· 

well & Miller. For deposit only. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.· 

t.ion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 22, 1928. 

Pay to the order of K. B. Stor-
age Co ..................... $255.09 

Two Hundred Fifty-five & 
09/100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on be.ck) : 
K. B. Storage Co., Phone 2·1200, 214· 

216 West 4th St., Austin, Texas. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Sep. 24, 1928. The 
Austin, Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

AllSTIN BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 10-1·1928. 

Pay to Austin Machine & Grind· 
ing Co., or order .............. $17.40 

Seven teen & 40 I l 00 ............ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Austin Machine & Grinding Co. 
Recei\'Lod payment through Austin 

Cle1tring House. <Xt. 4, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil per· 
£oration. 

Cleo Prince. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- TEXAS BANK & TRUST CO'.\fPANY. 

Aust.in, Texas, 10-1-1928. tion. 

TEXAS BANI\. & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9·8· 1928. 

Pay to tbe order of Isaac Phelps .. $7 .00 
Seven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dolle.rs 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Isaac Phelps. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Pay to F. & G. Cotton Oil Co., 
or order ..................... $6.60 

Six & 60/100... . ...... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

( Endorsed on back) : 
Deposit for account Farmem & Gin· 

ners Cotton Oil Co. 
Paid through Austin Clea.ring House. 

Oct. 3, 1928. Republic Bank & Trust 
Company, Austin, Texas. 
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Stamped "Paid" with stencil per- Stamped "Paid" with stencil per-
foration. foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Oct. IO, 1928. 

Pay to W. W. Beall, or order .... $4.70 
Four & 70/00 ................. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
W.W. Beall. 
Pay to the order of any bank, hanker 

or <trust company. Oct. 20, 1928. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
The First National Bank, Sweetwater, 
Texas. 

Pay to tbe <>rder <>f any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 20, 1928. 
(Previous endorsement11 guaranteed.) 
F<>rt Worth National Bank, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Pa.id. Austin Clearing H<>uee. Oct. 
23, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil per
foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, 10-20-1928. 

Pay t<> the order of Jesse Akins .. $12.00 
Twelve ....................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Jessie Akins. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 

23, 1928. American National Bank. 
Pay to the order of the American 

National Bank. For deposit only. 
Franzetti Grocery Co. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil per· 
foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Oct. 25, 1928. 

Pay to the order of 0. B. Pen-
nington .................... $120.00 

One Hundred Twenty ........... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Sperial. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
0. B. Pennington. 
Paid. Austin Clearing. House. Oct. 

26, 1928. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil per

foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 20, 1928. 

Pay to Geo. W. Beaver, or order. $26.00 
for stamps, campaign · 

Twenty-six ................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Geo. W. Beaver. 

· Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
24, 1928. American National Bank. 

Austin, Texas, ll-21-1928. 
Pay to Texas Bank & Trust Co., 

Austin, Texas, or order ....... $27.l(} 
Twen<ty•seven 10/100 .......... Dollars 

· J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Postal Life Ins. Co. 
No. Pro. Nov. 21, 1928. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil per

foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, ll-21-1928. 

Pay to the order of J. C. Penney 
Co ........................... $1.98 

One & 98/100 ................. Dollars 
I have the above to my credit with 

drawee, and have the authority to make 
this draft. Through this representation 
I have obtained the above amount from 
payee. Value received. O.K. 3-14. 
Land Office. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Land Office. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit only with Texas Bank &. 

Trust Co. J. C. Penney Co. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil per

foration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, No\'. 21, 1928. 

Pay to W. B. Smith, or order .... $5.00 
Five .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Dollars 

No. pro. Nov. 21, 1928. 
Land Office. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. B. Smith. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perf~ 

ration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 21, 1928. 

Pay to order of Walling & Brad-
field ........................ $19.20 

Nineteen & 20/100 ............ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit only Walling & Brad

field. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfo

ration. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Austin M. & G. Co., or 
order ....................... $15.95 

Fifteen & 95 / l 00 . . . . . . . ...... Do liars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on back): 
Austin Machine & Grinding Co. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Dee. 15, 192K. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Jan. 

9, 1929. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TIW:"T CO~!l'ANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, 'frxas. lk<'. lfl, l 92K. 

Pay to Lee Poolan, or ord1•r $14.00 
Fourteen . Dollars 

.I. T. HUBISOX. SpPrial. 
( Endor"'d on hal'k) : 
Lee Poolan, :'ill I East Hi St. Mrs. 

Bessie Bowen. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil p<•rfora

tion. 

Austin, Texus. January 11, 1929. 
Pay to U. S. Mccutcheon, or 

order .............. $23.30 
Twenty-three & 20/100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

U. S. Mccutcheon. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & Tl\llST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 22, 1928. 
Pay to baar Ph Pi('•. or orch•r ... $20.00 
Twcnt)' .. Dollars 

.T. T. HOBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on baek) : 
I. Frank Estate, Per J. H. F. Isaac 

Phelps. 
Paid.. Austin Clearing Honse. Der. 

27, 1028. American National Bank. 

Austin, Texas, Jan'y 14, 1929. 
Pay to Lookes Cafe, or order ..... $5.00 
Five . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
( Endorbed on back) : 
Looke's Cafe. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Jan. 

16, 1929. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BAN'K & THl'ST COMPAXY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 22nd, 1928. 

Pay to George Arnold, or order .. $14.00 
Fonrteen ........ Dollars 

.r. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on hark) : 
George Arnold. Fur deposit to till' 

account of \V. T. Farlt•)', Inc. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil pcrfora· 

ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST CO. 
OF AUSTIN. 

Austin, Texas, ,January 5, 1928. 
Pay to the order of Isaac Felps . $16.00 
Sixteen . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Isaac Felps. Bobbie Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfou· 

ti on. 
- .. 

THE Al\IERICAN NATIONAL BANK 
Austin, Texas, Jan. 8, 1929. 

Pay to the order of The Ameri
can National Rank of Au;;tin, 
Texas . $50.00 

Fifty & no/100 ... Dollars 
with exchange. 

Value received and charge the same 
to the account of 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., City. 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

Customer's Draft. 

Austin, Texas, Jany. 19, 1929. 
Pay to the order of George 

Arnold ...................... $17 .25 
Seventeen & 25/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
George Arnold. 
Caldwell & Miller. For deposit only. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Jany. 19, 1929. 

Pay to the order of Willie Casmer. $2.50 
Two & 50/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Willie Casmer. Pat. Markes. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Jan. 22, 1929. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Jany 21, 1929. 

Pay to Jno. C. Ross, or order .... $50.00 
Fifty & no/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of The Austin Nat'! 

Bank, Jno. C. Ross Hardware Co. 
Received payment through Austin 
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Clearing House, Jan. 24, 1929. 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

The TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
"tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Austin, Texas, June 17, 1925. 
Pay to the order of J. W. Avary .. $4.80 
Four & 80/100 ........ : ...... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

Austin, Texas, 9-29-1928. J, w. Avary . 
.Pay to P. E. Pope, or order·· · · · · $2.40 Pay to the order of any bank or 
Two & 40/100 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Dollars banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 

No protest. Jun 26, 1925. Federal Reserve Bank of 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. Dallas, Texas. 

(Endorsed on back) : Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
P. E. Pope. or trust company. June 26, 1925. Pre-
Pay to the order of any bank, banker vious endorsements guaranteed. Amer-

-or trust company. Oct. 3, 1928. Pre· ican Exchange National Bank of Dallas, 
vious endorsements guaranteed. First Texas. 
National Bank, Alvarado, Texas. Jul. 1, 25. Pay any bank, banker or 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker trust company. All previous endorse
.or trust company. Oct. 4, 1928. Pre- ments guara1>teed. The Citizens State 
vious endorsements guaranteed. Amer- Bank, Barstow, Texas. 
ican Exchange National Bank. 

Received payment through Austin Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
Clearing House. Oct. 5, 1928. The tion. 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
tion. Austin, Texas, 6-25-1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 29, 1928. 

.Pay to Tom. Thigpen, or order .... $2.10 
Two & 10/100 ................ Dollars 

Individual charge J. T. Robison. 
Cr. to J. T. Robison Special a/c. $113.26 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Tom Thfgpen. H. Hunter Grocery. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

-or trust company. Previous endorse
ment guaranteed. Oct. 8, 1928. First 
National Bank, Graham, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
<>r trust company. Oct. 9, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth :National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
10, 1928. American National Bank. 

Austin, Texas, June 27, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Wallace Wren.$9.75 
Nine and 75/100 ....... Dollars 

Land Office. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Wallace Wren. 
Pay to the order of Texas Bank &c. 

Trust Co. For Credit of Henry Wu
kasch. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sep. 4, 1925. 

Individual charge J. T. Robison, Special. 
Sam Sparks .................... $150. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Jany 10, 1929. 

Pay to Bob Robison, or order .... $50.00 
Fifty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Do!lars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

"Bobbie Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 30, 1925. 
Pay to Otto Stalle, or order ...... $20.00 
Twenty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

Otto Stalley. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Jul 

1, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Jul. 2, 1925. 

Pay to Citizens State Bank, 
Austin, Texas, or order ........ $88.34 

Eighty-Eight & 34/100 ......... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON. 



56 HOUSE .JOURNAL. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. July 6. 1925, Citizens 
State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Anstin, Texas. 7-9-1925. 

Pay to C. A. Dahlich. or order ... $19.30 
Nineteen & :lO/l 00 . . . . ... Dollars 

• T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pav to the order of American Na

tiona0l Bank. Austin, Texas. C. A. 
Dahlich. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. July 
15, 192fl. Amerkan National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, July 29, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Commercial 
Nat'! Bank, Brady, Texas ...... $25.01> 

Twenty-Five ................. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. July 29, 1925. Com· 
mercial National Bank, Brady, Texas, 
W. D. Crothers, Cashier . 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. July 30, 1925. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
\\"orth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. July 
31, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPA1''Y. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, July 10. 1925. 

Pay to W. H. Allard, or order .... $2.00 
Two . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. H. Allard. 
Pay to order of the Federal Reserve 

Bank, Dallas, Texas, or any bank, banker 
trust company. .Jul. 20, 1°925. All prior 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank. Fort Worth. Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
,lul. 21, 1925. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

Jul., 1925. Pay any bank, banker or 
trust company. All previous endorse
ments guaranteed. The Citizens State 
Bank, Barstow, Texas. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 7-13-192/i. 

Pay to the order of The Walter 
Tips, Company, Austin, Texas.$24.75 

Twenty-four and 75/100 ...... Dollars 
I have the above amount to mv credit 

with drawee and have authority to make 
this draft. Through this representation 
I have o\Jtain~d the above amount from 
payee. Value received. 

.J. T. ROBISON, Land Office. 
Charge Special Acct. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of The Austin Na

tional Bank. .Jul. 14, 1925. For de
posit. The Walter Tips Company. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. ,Jul. 15, 1925. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 8-18-1925. 
Individual charge. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Re ts. 

88-6 El Paso End. . . ........... 26.10 
88-!l El Paso End. . . . ........ 19.40· 

45.50 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 11-5-1925. 

Individual charge. 
.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Ret. Ck. 
A. ,J. Parker Roscoe lnsp ....... $12.80 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
A_ustin, Texas, Nov. 6, 1925. 

Pay to the order of .J. D. Hedick, 
Receiver ................. $4.50 

Four & 50/ JOO .............. Dollars 
Fees included in <·hecks for inspec

tion. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of The American 

National Bank, Austin, Texas. Gen
eral Land Office, J. T. Robison, Com
nuss10ner. .J. D. Hedick, Receiver. 

Paid: Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
i, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 11-7-1925. 

Individual charge. 
Ret. Ck ,J_ T. ROBISON, Special. 
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E. W. Heath Seagrades a/c Clo ... 6.41 TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- Austin, Texas, 7-5-1927. 

tion. Individual charge. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

E. Hayes Sicker, Crosbyton, Texas.6.40 Austin, Texas, Nov. 27, 1925. 
Individual c·harge. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Harris Bell-Crn Natl-Insp Fils.$16.86 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tiop. 

TEXAS BA...'IB: & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 5, 192~. 

Pay to Robert J. Kleberg & Co., 
Kingsville, Texas, or order ... $50.00 

Fifty ........................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. (Prior endorsement:s guaran
teed.) Dec. 8, 1925. South Texas 
Commercial Bank, Houston, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Dec. 7, 1925. R. J. 
Kleberg & Co., Unincorporated, C. P. 
House, Cashier, Kingsville, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Dec. 9, 1925. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

Q. And these? 
A. These seem to be genuine signa· 

tures of Mr. Robison and Mr. Walker. 
Q. Those checks are checks drawn 

on the same bank account? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Allen: The same agreement ap

plies. They are all introduced in evi· 
dence, and either side can use them at 
any time during the trial. 

The folder containing the checks was 
thereupon marked Exhibit No. 44 for 
identification, and the check's are as 
follows: 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 1-18, 1929. 

Pay to American Bakery, or order. $5.00 
Five ......................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Pay Republic Bank & Trust Co., Aus· 

tin, Texas, or order. American Bakery 
& Cafe, Mrs. Jno. Middleton. 

Pay through Austin Clearing House. 
Jan. 19, 1929. Republic Bank & Trust 
Co., Austin, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfo
ration. 

Insp. . 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 7-28-1927. 

Pay to Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone Co., or order .......... $19.20 

Nineteen & 20/100 ............ Dollars 
Rwal Acct 1925 
6390-692706970 L. G. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By I. H. WALK.ER, Cf. Ck. 

(Endorsed on back): 
For deposit. Pay to the order of 

Austin National Bank, Austin, Texas. 
Southwestern Bell Tele. Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. July 30, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'I Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Aug. 19, 1927. 

Pay to Western Union Tel. Co., 
or order ..................... $7.77 

Seven & 77 /100 ............... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. WALK.ER, Cf. Ck. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of the Austin Na

tional Bank, Austin, Texas. For de
posit to credit of the Western Union 
Telegraph Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Aug. 22, 1927; The 
Austin Nat') Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Aug. 19, 1927. 

Pay to Southwestern Bell Tel. Co., 
or order .................... $15.25 

Fifteen & 25/100 .............. Dollars 
6927-6390-6970 L. F. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By I. H. WALK.ER, Cf. Ck. 

For deposit. Pay to the order of 
Austin National Bank, Austin, Texas. • 
Southwestern Bell Tel. Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Aug. 23, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'I Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 
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TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. Twenty-Three &·15/100 ........ Dollars 
Austin, Texas, 8-28-1927. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Pay to vVestern Union Tel. Co. By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 
d 

tl390 or or er . . . . $10.ll8 
6970 

"Ten & 68/100. . . . Dollars 6927 L. F. 
Rwal Act. 192;) .r. T. ROBISOK. ~pe.-ial (Endorsed on back) : 

By I. H. 'YALKER, Cf. l'k. For deposit. Pay to the order of 
"(Endorsed on back) : Austin National Bank, Austin, Texas. 
Pay to the order of Tlw Austin Xa- Southwestern Bell Tel. Co. 

tiotfal Bank, Aust in. TL>xa~. For de- Heceived payment through Austin 
posit to credit of The \Y <'stern linion Clearing House. Sep. :W, 1927. The 
Telegraph Co. Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Receiver! pa~·ntt•nt through Au,tin Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
Clearing Hou>P. .July 2!!, 1927. The tion. 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "I' aid·· with stl'lll'il perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BAXK & THC~T l'O~ll'ANY. 

Anstin. Texas. 9-.i-1927. 
Pav to l-11<l1•rwood Ty1wwriter 

Co., or order. . . $!15.03 
Fiftv-fiw & O:l 1100 . Dollars 

l\r'aehine for n~e in rrvaluin~. 
.T. T. ROBJSOX, Sper·ial. 

By I. H. \YALKER. l'f. l'k. 
( Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of South T<'xas Com

mercial National Bank, Houston, Texas, 
Underwood Typewriter Co. 

Pay to the ordr•r of any \Jank or 
banker. (Prior endor,;cments guaran
teed.) Sep. 9, 1927. South Texas Com
mercial ~ational Bank, Houston, Texas. 

Recri,-cd payment .through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 10. 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stcnC'il perfora
tion. 

TEX . .\S BAXK & Tll.l"ST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 1'1. 1927. 

Pay t-0 ,V .. stern Union Tel. Cn .. 
or ord .. r . $ii.78 

Five & 781 100 ... Dollars 
. T. T. ROBlSOX, Speeial. 

By l. H. \\" ALKER. C'f. l'k. 
(Endorsed on bar-k) : 
Pa:v to the order of The Austin Na

tiona·] Bank. Austin. Texa,.;. For de
posit to credit of The \VP»tPrn l'nion 
Telegraph Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing HousP. Sc•pt. 19, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 
• Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

l'EXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 1-4-1926. 

Pay to Miller Blue Print Co., 
or order ... $6.::15 

~ix & 35 100 .. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 
~egatives for maps 
to revalue land 
under Aet of l!lz;;_ 
:-;o PRO. 

(Endorsed on ba<'k) : 
For deposit only. Austin National 

Bank, Miller Blue Print Co. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House, Jan. 6, 1926. The Aus
tin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Jany Ii, 1926. 

Pay to E. I<'. Shotwell, or order .. $30.06 
Thirty & ou 1100 ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By I. H. WALKER. Cf. Ck. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. F. Shotwell. 
Pay to the order of any bank, hanker 

or trust company. May 10, 1926. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Citi
zens National Bank, Abilene, Texas . 

Pav to the order of any bank, hanker 
or tr~1st company. May ·u, 1926. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Amer
ican Exchange National Bank of Dallas, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
hanker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
May 12, 1926. Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

"TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST l'OMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas. Sept. 16. 1927. 

l'ay to Southw<"stern Bell Tel. 
Co., or order. . . $23.15 

Austin, Texas, April 10, 1926. 

Pay to the order of Morgan 
Printing Co. . ................ $20.00 
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Twenty & no/100 ............. Dollars 
For Stationery to be used under Oct. 

a/ c 1925 for reval. land, and charge to 
account of 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

{Endorsed on back): 
For Deposit Only. Morgan Print

ing Co. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Apr. 

13, 1926. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 4-10-1926. 

Individual charge J. T. Robison, Special. 
Ret. Ck. 
Ben F. Crabtree, Dallas .......... $6.40 
Unable to locate a/c 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. • 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 6-22-1926. 

Pay to F. L. Patty, or order ...... $4.00 
Four & no/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. . 
By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 

Rent of typewriter 
used under revaluation 
Act. of 1925. NO PRO. 

{Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of Austin National 

Bank. For deposit only. F. L. Patty. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House; June 24, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, July 20, 1926. 

Pay to Southwestern Bell Tel. 
Co~, or order ................ $20.95 

Twenty & 95/100 ............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 
To adjust telephone a/c 
with expend. under re
valuation Act. of 1925. 

{Endorsed on back): 
For Deposit. Pay to the order of 

Austin National Bank, Austin, Texas. 
Southwestern Bell Tel. Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Jul. 23, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, July 20, 1926. 

Pay to Western Union Tel. Co., 
or order ..................... $11.88 

Eleven & 88/100 ............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. W ALKJ!:R, Cf. Ck. 
Tel. calls exp. re-
1·a!uation of land 
Act, 1925. 
NO PRO 

{Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of American Ex

change Nat'! Bank, Dallas, Texas. For 
deposit to t.!ie credit of The Westerµ 
Union Telegraph Company. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Jul. 22, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, 

Individual Charge J. T. Robison. 
0. K. By Mr. Sparks, W. B. 

Overdraft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5 .00 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Aug. 26, 1926. 

Pay to Western Union Tel. Co., 
or order ..................... $6.68 

Six and 68/100... . ....... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 
In adjustment of tolls 
under revaluation 
act. of 1925. 

{Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of The Austin Na

tional Bank, Austin, Texas. For deposit 
to credit of The Western Union Tele
graph Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Aug. 28, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1926. 

Pay to Southwestern Bell Tel. Co., 
or order ..................... $7 .90 

Seven & 90/100 .............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By I. H. WALKER, Cf. Ck. 
Revaluation Act 1925 
in adjustment of 
accounts. 

{Endorsed on back): 
For deposit. Pay to the order of Aus

tin National Bank, Austin, Texas. 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 15, 1926. The 
Austin ~at't Bank. 
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Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST CO'.\IPANY. 
Austin, Texa•. Sept. l:l. 1926. 

Pay to Western l'nion Tel. Co .. 
or order .$3.i;i 

Three & 75;100 Dollars 
,J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

. By I. II. \\'ALKER, Cf. Ck. 
AdJU•tment of a •·• 
under revalution 
Act of lll25. 

( Enr!nf"ed on hal'k) : 
Pay to the order of The Austin Na

tional Bnnk. Austin. Texas. For de
posit to 1·redit. of the Western Union 
Tele,:?raph Co. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 15, 1926. The Am
lin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

n:XAS BANK & TRUST COlll.l'ANY. 
Austin, Texas. Sep. 24, 1926. 

Pay to Covert Aut-0mobile Co .. 

Thirty 

Battery 
>;Ut\8!i5 
No-Pro. 

.............. Doll&re 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

State Car. 

(Endorsed on hac-lc) : 
Pay to order of The American Na

tional Bank. Arn~tin, Texas. For de
P?sit only. Exide Battery Service Sta
tion. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
27. 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped '"Paid" with stenril perfora
tion. 

TEXA8 BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Tt>xas, Dec. 7, 1926. 

Pay to Morgan Printing Co., or 
order . . . . . . . . . . ............ $28.25 

Twenty-eight & 25/100. . ... Dollars 

No Pro 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit only. Morgan Print

0

ing 
Co. 

Pa.id. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
9, 1926. American National Bank. 

or order . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $22.98 TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Twenty-two & 98/100 . Dollars 

,J. T. ROBIHON. Special. 
Repair State Car. 
(Endorsement on bac·k) : 
Pay to the order of The American 

National Bank. For the credit of Co
vert Automobile Co. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
21i, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Oct. 26, 1926. 

Pay to Sims & Meredith, 
or order .. 

Thirty-seven & 2.'i/100 

Stat.• Cnr 
t!ORH(la 

.J. T. 

$17.Za for Sandstrom 
N. P. Oct. 30, 1926. 

(Endorsed on back) : 

. .... $37.2a 
. Dollars 

ROBISON. 

Sim• & Meredith. Austin ~fncl1ine & 
<1rindinJ! Co. 

Pnid thr011,:?h Austin Clearin,:? House. 
01·t. 10. 192H. Stnte National Bank, 
Au•tin, TPxns. 

Stamped "l'aicl"' with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST OOMPANY. 
Austin. T1•xns, Oct. 26, 1926. 

Pay to Exide llt•ttny Servit·e. or 
order . $30.00 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 17, 1926. 
Pay to Covert Auto Company, or 

order .................. $8. 78 
Eight & 78/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
( Endorsed on back) : 
Pny to the order of The American 

National Bank, Austin, Texu. For 
lleposit only. Con•rt Automobile Co. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
21. 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paicl" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Au.tin. Texas, Dec. 26, 1926. 

Pay to A. C. Schreiner, or bearer .. $5.00 
Five ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsement on back) : 
A. Sc·hreiner. 
Pay to the order of Chae. 

Rank ( l'nincorporated), 
Texas. Chas. Schreiner Co., 
Texa•. 

Schreiner 
Kerrville, 
Kerrville, 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Dec. 28, 19211. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Charles Sl'breiner Bank (Unincorpo
rated), Kerrville. Texaa. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
29. 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 
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TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 27, 1926. 

Pay to St. Charles Hotel, or bearer .$4.00 
Four ......................... Dollars 

No-Pro 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
St. Charles Hotel. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dec. 30, 1926. 
Previous endorsement guaranteed. 
Charles Schreiner Bank (Unincorpo
rated), Kerrville, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
31, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9·1·1928. 

Pay to the order of Bob Robison. $20.00 
Twenty ....................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
No-Pro 
Sep. 1, 1928. 

(Endorsed on back} : 
Bobbie Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Bob Robison. 
By mother. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 
Fort Stockton, Texas, Oct. 8, 1927. 

Pay to the order of Hotel Stock-
ton ........................ $100.00 

One Hundred ................. Dollars 
With exchange. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Potts & Sibley. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Oct. 10, 1927. First 
National Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 13, 1927. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Fort Worth Na.tional Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
14, 1927. Amel'ican National Bank. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9-1-1928. 

Pay to the order of Bob Robi· 
eon ......................... $25.00 

Twen.ty-flve ...... ; ............ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

No-Pro 
Sep. 1, 1928. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Bob Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 1, 1926. 

Pay to Bob Robi&on, or order .. $100.00 
One Hundred ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, 
Spec. Acc't. 

. Austin, Texas, Aug. 24, 1928. 
Pay to P. E. Pope, or order .... $12.80 
Twelve & 80/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
No Protest. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
P. E. Pope. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Aug. 25, 1928. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
First National Bank, Alvarado, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Aug. 27, 1928. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
American Exchange National Bank of 
Dallas, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Aug. 28, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Services driving car. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Bob Robison. Stamped "Paid" wit':i stencil pnrfora-
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- tion. 

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, 9-7-1926. 

Pay to Bob Robison, or order .. $400.00 
Four Hundred ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Part eervices driving 
car & asst. in clerical 
work revaluing land. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, August 4, 1926. 

Pay to Bob Robison, or order .. $100.00 
One Hundred ................. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Part payment for services 
Driving Auto. in Revaluing 
land. 

.J. T. R. 
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(Endorsed on back) : 
Bob Robison. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRVST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, May I. 192!1. 

$35.00 
Doll am 

Special. 

Pay to R. ,T. Rohi>on, or order 
Thirty-five 

,T. T. IWBISON, 
Part payment for 
service~ in driYing 
C'ar. land rt>ntluation. 

.J. T. R. 
( EndorsP(l 011 hal'k) : 
H. ,J. Robison. 
Walter Wilcox. 
Recl'ivrrl payment through 

Clearing Hnust>. l\Iay 3, 1926. 
Xat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil 
tion. 

Austin 
Austin 

perfora-

~fr. Allen: !llr. Speaker, that fin· 
b~hes the examination of thP witnPss. 

)Ir. Dl'\Volfr: l\Ir. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

:\!ills. 
)Ir. lk\Yolfe: I mo\'e that the com

mittee rise ancl report pro!(ress, and ask 
leave to reC'Ps~ until tomorrow morning 
at JO o'rlol'k. 

The question was taken and the mo
tion prerniled. 

FHIDAY .. WXE 14. 1929. 

~IOHXIXG SESSIOX. 

The Committel' of the \Yhol" mrt 
pursuant to adjournment at 10 o'clock 
a. m .. Fridav, .June 14. l!l29, where
upon the fo

0

llowingo procreding~ WC're 

hacl: 
:\Ir. Allen: ~Ir. Chairman, Ladies and 

Gentlemen of the Hou>r-1 hold in m\' 
hand quite a large numher of checks pu;
porting to he drawn on this account, which 
I will submit to counsel, and we propose to 
offer them in evidence without reading 
them, in order that enry check that 
ever came into our hands or into the 
hands of the commiMee mav lw avail
able for the use of rounsei on ..ither 
side at anv time <lurin~ this proceed· 
ing. I a~ asking. however. when we 
offer these that tlwv hr not mixed with 
the others I han' ·offered, hernuse we 
deem those others of prime importance. 
Will counsel look at these? 

l\Ir. l\foses: I would like to have 
the privilege of our client having per· 
mission to pass through the door with
out hein!( arrompanied by a !(Uard. 

Mr. AJlen: Mr. Chairman and 

Gentlemen of the House - I want to 
say to counsel on the other side that 
in offering these our sole purpose is to 
make available to them all the docu
mentary evidence that has come into 
our hands at any time, and this is the 
remainder of the checks that came into 
our posses.ion, and all of them. We 
want to plaC'e all the documentary evi
dence that has come into our hands, 
or into the committee's hands, before 
this bodv, to be available for the com
mittee. ~r eounsel for respondent, or 
anybody else. Are those all right! 

Mr. Price: Yes, sir. 
llfr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, and Gen

tlemen of the House-It is agreed by 
rounsel for the respondent that the ad
ditional checks I hold in mv hand were 
all drawn on the account of the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company op the dates 
shown in the checks, and that they 
were payable each to the parties named 
in the check. and that they were all 
'igned and drawn by J. T. Robison, 
8pecial on thi• account, or J. T. Robi
son, Special, by J. H. Walker, a chief 
clerk, on this account. 

The checks were thereupon introduced 
in evidence, and the wrapper was iden
tified as Exhibit No. 45, and the checks 
are as follows: 

Austin, Texas, June 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to l\Iiss l\fory Cook. or order. $91.67 
Xinetv One and 67 /100 ........ Dollars 

. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mary Cook, 912 W. 23rd. 
Paid. Austin Clearin!( House. .Jul. 

1, 1925. American Naitional Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to .Tno. P. Terrell or order .. $52.00 
Fiffy Two . . ................. Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
John P. Terrell. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, .June 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

l\1rs. Louise Harwood or 
..... $29.17 

Kine & 17/100 ........ Dollars 

Pav to 
ordl'r 

Twenty 
,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Louise Harwood. 
Received payment through The Aus-
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tin Nat'! Bank. Austin Clearing House. 
Jul. 2, 1926. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin. Texas, July 31. 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST CO'.\IPA.!llY. 
Pay to John Terrell, or order ..... $65.00 
Sixty-five . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Stamped "Paid'' with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, July 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. T. Terrell, or order .... $72.58 
Seventy two & 58/ 100 ......... Dollars 

J_ T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. T. Terrell. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Aug. 

1, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, July 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Louise Harwood or order. $125.00 
One hundred twenty five ....... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Louise Harwood. 
Received payment through The Aus

tin Naitl. Bank. Austin Clearing House. 
Aug. 1, 1925. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

One hundred twenty five & no/100 
. ......................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON (Special) 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. T. Terrell. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep_ 

l, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Aug. 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Jessie King, 

or order .................... $125.0() 
One hundred twenty five & no/100 

.......................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

ByJ.H.WALKER,Chf.C~. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Miss Jessie King. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sep. l, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Evelyn Smith, or order .. $ll0.89 
One hundred ten & 89/100 ...... Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON (Special) 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk_ 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Evelyn Smith. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep,. 

2, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.-

tion. 

Austin. Texas, Sep. l, 1925:. 
Austin, Texas, July 31, 1925. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY: 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Jessie King or order. $83.34 
Eighty three & 34/100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Miss Jessie King. 
Post dated. 

Pay to Jno. P. Terrell, or order .. $65.00 
Sixty five & no/100 ........... Dollar& 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
John P. Terrell. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
tion. ti on. 

Austin, Texas, July 31, 1925. Austin, Texas, Aug. 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY •. 
Pay to Mary Cook or order .... $135.00 
One hundred thirty five ........ Dollars 

J_ T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Mary Cook, 912 W. 23rd. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Aug. 

l, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Aug. 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. T. Terrell or order ... $125.00 

Pay to Miss Mary Cook, 
or order .................... $135.0()· 

One hundred thirty five & no/100 
.......................... Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON (Special) 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Mary Cook, 912 W. 23rd. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House.• Sep_ 

1, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
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Austin, Texas, Aug. 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Louise Harwood. 

or order . . . . . . . . . . ... $125.00 
One hundred twentv five and 

no/100 .. '. . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

By .J. H. WALKER. Cbf. Clerk. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Louise Harwood. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Sep. 3, 1925. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with 
ti on. 

stencil perfora-

Austin, Tex~s, Sept. 18, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Mary Cook, 

or order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $81.00 
Eighty-one & No/100...... . .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER. Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mary Cook, 912 W. 23rd. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 

21. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-2G-J92,;. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Evelyn Smith, or order .. $121i.OO 
One hundred twenty give & 

no/100 Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON (Special) 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
Evelyn Smith. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Hep. 

28, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sep. 30. l92!i. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Louise Harwood, 

or order 
One hundred twenty five & 

. . :f\12ii.OO 

no/100 . . . . . .. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
Services in reappraising lands. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Louise C. Harwood. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Oct. 6, 1921i. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Rept. 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. T. Terrell, or order ... $125.00 

One hundred twenty five & 
no/100 .................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

Services in reappraising lands. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. T. Terrell. . 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 

l, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-

tion. · 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Jessie King, 

or order ................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100 .................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
Services ·in reappraising lands. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Miss Jessie King. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 8, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to John T. Turner, 

or order .................... $35.41 
Thirty five & 41/00 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special 
See endorsement. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
John P. Terrell. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Austin, Texas, 10-13-1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. T. Terrell, or order .... $52.42 
Fifty two & 42/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

Services to 13th of Oct. inc. 
Revaluation of land. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
J. T. Terrell. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct . 

14, 1925. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
Austin, Texas, Oct. 8, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. T. Ward, or order ..... $26.88 
Twenty six & 88/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

Part of August salary erroneously 
paid Miss King who should have 
been paid out of this fund. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. T. Ward. 
Murchison Lee Co. 
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Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
30, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 31, 1925. 

Clearing House. Dec. 2, 1925. Citizens 
State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 12-15-1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BA...--,K & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Louise Harwood, 

or order .................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For services in revaluing 
fld. school land. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Louise Harwood. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Nov. 3, 1925. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 31, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge, or order .... $66.66 
Sixty-six & 66/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

For services under law providing for 
revalution and repurchases of lands. 

(Endorsed on back): 
E. Cartledge. 
C. B. Anderson. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Nov. 4, 1925. The 
Austin Nat'!. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Nov. 30, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge, or order ... $100.00 
One hundred & no/100 .. : ..... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

For services in November under 
Chap. 94 Acts 39th. Leg. 

(Endorsed on back): 

Pay to Mrs. Louise Harwood, 
or order ..................... $2 .00 

Two & no/100 ................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

B;y J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For attachments used in assem
bling re-valuation sheets. 

(Endorsed on hack): 
Mrs. Lotlise B, Harwood, 

21st St. 
405 W. 

Pay American Natl. Bank, Austin, 
Texas. Fpr deposit only. The Stelfox 
Co. Inc. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
16, 1925. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 15, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. H. Ridgeway, 

or order .................... $100.00 
One hundred & no/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. C!k. 

For services in December under 
revaluation Act approved June 18, 
1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
0. H. Ridgeway. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous Endorse
ments guaranteed. 30'15 Dec. 16, 1925. 
30-15 Guaranty Bond State Bank .. Alex 
P. Willaret, Cashier, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Received through Austin Clearing 
House, Dec. 17, 1925. Citizens State 
Bank. 

E. Cartledge. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- tion. 

tion. 
Austin, Texas, Nov. 30, 1925. Austin, Texas, Dec. 23, 1925. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn, 
or order .................... $104.17 

One hundred four & l 7/100 .... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerf. 
For 25 days service under 
Chap. 94 Acts 39th Leg. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Hortense Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Pay to Eugene Myers, or order .. $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/ 100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For services in revaluing land. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Eugene Myers. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora 

ti on. 
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Austin, Texas, Dec. 23, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn 

or order . . . . . . . ........... $125.00 
One hundred twentv five & 

no/100 · ......... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Services under Chap. 94, 39th J,eg. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Hortense B. Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Dec. 24, 1925. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin. Texas, Dec. 23, 1925. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRUST CO.MPANY. 
Pay to 0. H. Hidgeway or order. $50.00 
Fifty & no/100 ..... Dollars 

• T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

H..rvic<·s under C'hapt<·r 114 Arts 39th 
Leg. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit. 0. H. Ridgeway. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trugt l'ompan~"· Preyious endorse· 
ments guaranteed. 30-15 Dec. 24, 1925. 
39-15. Guaranty Bond Stat<' Bank, 
Alex P. Villaret, Cashier. San Antonio, 
Texas. Received payment through Aus· 
tin Clearing House. Dec. 26, 1925. 
Citizens Htate Bank. 

.Rtampc<i "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 24, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge or order ... $150.00 
One hundred fifty & no/100 ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By ,J. H. \YALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Services under Chap. 94, Acts 39th 
Leg. 

( Endoued on back) : 
K Cartledge. 
Stampecl "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Au,tin, Texas. Apr. 14, Hl26. 
TEXAS BANK & TRlJST COMPANY. 
Pay to E<i \Y, l\furtin or order .. $15.00 
Fifteen & no/JOO .......... Dollars 

. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By .T. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Servie<'s in revaluing Jund under Act 
of 192.5. 

( Endor.ed on back) : 
10 Pav tu order of The American 

National 
0

Bank, Austin, Texas. General 

Land Office. J. T. Robison, Commie· 
sioner. J. M. Hamilton, Receiver. 

Paid. Auatin Clearing House. Apr. 
17, 1926. American N ll!tional Bank. 
. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, April 16, 1926. 

Pay to the order of 0. S. Ingle .. $25.00 
Twenty five & no/100 .......... Dollars 

and charge to account of 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
l<'or services under Act for revaluing 

land. 
To Texas Bank & Trust Compa.ny, 

Austin, Texas. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. S. Ingle, University Cafeteria, Uni

versity of Texas . 
Pay to the order of The American 

Kational Bank of Austin, Texas. For 
deposit. W. R. Long, Auditor, Univer· 
sity of Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Apr. 
20, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXA8 BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas. April 22, 1926. 

Pay to the order of 
Ed W. :Martin. 

Ten & no/JOO 
with exchange. 

. ......... $10.00 
........ Dollars 

For S<'rvires under revaluation Act 
of 1925. 

and charge to account of. 
.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By ,J. H. \VALKER, -Chf. Clk. 
To T<"ms Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
Customer's draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Ed W. Martin. 
Stamped "Pa id" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin. Texas, 4-26 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Ed W. )fart in or order ... $5.00 
Five & no/100 ............... Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk . 

For services under revaluation Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Ed W. Martin. 
Maverick Cafe, Austin, Texas. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-

tion. 
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Austin, Texas, April 26, 1926. Austin, Texas, April 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. S. Ingle or order .... $15.00 
Fifteen & no/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For services in revaluing land Act, 25. 
(Endorsed on back): 
0. S. Ingle. 
10. Pay to the order of The Ameri

can National ·Bank, Austin, 'l'exas. 
General Le.nd Office, J. T. Robison, 
Commissioner. J. M. Hamilton, Re
~eiver. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Apr. 
27, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, April 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Ed W. Martin or order .. $95.00 
Ninety five & no/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For services under revaluation Act 
of 1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Ed w. Mamin. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Austin, Texas, April 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Eugene Meyers or order. $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For services under revaluation Act of 

1925. 
( Endor9ed on back ) : 
Eugene Myers. 
Stamped ''Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Austin, Texas, April 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Myrtle Newman or 

order ....................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100. . . . . ................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For llervices under revaluation Act 

1925. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Misa Myrtle Newman. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfqra

tion. 

Pay to 0. S. Ingle or order ..... $85.00 
Eighty five & no/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For services under revaluation of 
1925. 

No-Pro 9 88-17 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. S. Ingle. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. May 1, 1926. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, May 1, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn 

or order .................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By .J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For services under re\'aluation Act 

of 1925. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Hortense B. Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. l\111y 3, 1926. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Jllay 3, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge or order ... $225.00 
Two hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 ................. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By .J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For services under repurchase Act 

of 1925. 
(Endorsed on back ) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Received payment ?!.rough Austin 

Clearing House. May 5, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, May 24, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. S. Ingle or order ..... $10.00 
Ten & no/ 100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For services under revaluation Act 
of 1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
O. S. Ingle. 



68 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

10 Pay to the order of The Ameri· 
can National Bank, Au&tin, TL·xas. 
General Land Office. .T. T. Rohbon, 
Commissioner. .J. M. Hamilton. He· 
ceiver. 

Paid. Austin Cl pa rin)! House. :\lay 
2i'i, 1926. Americ·an Xational Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stcn<"il perfora
tion. 

Austin, Tc''"'· :\lay 24, 19:W. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRF8T CO:\lP.\NY. 
Pay to Euge'le My .. rs or onlPr .. $125.00 
lhw hn1uln•cl twenty-fiv<' & 

nn'ltlll .Dollars 
.T. T. ROB!SO:\', SpPcial. 

Bv .T. H. \Y ALKER, ChiPf Clerk. 
For"' :-o(•rvires undt>r revaluation law. 
(Endorsed on hal'k) : 
Eugenl' l\lyerR. 
~ta1npe<l "Paid" with Fitencil perfora. 

ti on. 

Austin, 'frxas. ]\fa~- 24, 19'.lll. 

TEXAS BANK & TRllST COMPANY. 
Pav to Ed \\'. Martin or order .. $125.00 
On~ hundred twentv·five & 

no;lOO ' .Dollars 
J. T. HOHJSOX, 8pecial. 

Ily .T. H. \\'ALKER. Chief Clerk. 
For' scnices under revaluation Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Ed \\'. Martin. 
8tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, l\lay 29. lfl:W. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRl'ST CO:\iPAX\". 
Pav to Miss l\!vrtle Newman, 

~r order " . $12;'>.00 
0111• hundred twenty fiye & 

noilOO Dollars 
J. T. ROBJ:-;OX, Special. 

By ,J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
For s~n·iC'eS under revaluation law. 

I Endorsed on hack) : 

:\liss lllvrtle Xewman, 106 "'· 13 St., 
Austin, ·Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, May 29, 192!l. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pav to ::\Iiss Hortense Osbourn, 

or order ..... ij\l2:i.OO 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no 1100 Dollars 
J. T. ROBISOX, Spec·ial. 

lly J. IL WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For servi<.'l':-1 rernlPretl under rt•valua

tion Act of 192!\. 

Austin, Texas, lliay 29, 1926. 
TEXAS BA.'.\'"K & TRUST CO?l-lPA..."Y. 
l'ay to 0. S. Ingle. or order .... $115.00 
One hundred fifteen & no/100 .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By J. H. \VALKER, Chief Clerk. 

For services und<"r revaluation law. 
No-Pro 9 88-17 

(Endorsed on lmek) : 
0. S. Ingle. 
Receiwd payment through Austit1 

Clearing House. ,June l, 1926. The 
Anstin Nat'!. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, .June 2, l92t1. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge, or order ... $200.00 
Two hundred & no/100 .. Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By ,J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

I~""or service~ under revaluation Act 
of l!l2ii. 
No Pro 3 88-17 

(Endorsed on back ) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. .June 4, 192!l. The 
Austin Nat'!. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 19, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. S. Ingle, or order ...... $66.67 
Sixty-six & 67/100 ... Dollars 

.J. T. ROBTRON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

l!l clavs sen·ice under Reva!. Act. 
1\o-P1:0 9 88-17 

(Endorsed on back) : 
0. S. Ingle. 
He<'cived payment through Austin 

Clearing House. .June 21, 1926. The 
.\ustin Kati. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, ,June 19, 1926. 
TEXA8 BA)..!\: & THUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Eugene Myer, or order .... $20.00 
Twentv & no/100 ..... Dollars 

• .J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Bv .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For servic'es under Revaluation Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Eugene :Myers. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

ti on. 

Austin, Texas, June 21, 1926. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Ed \V. ~Iartin, or order .. $87.50 
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Eighty seven & 50/100 ........ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For 21 days service under revalua-

tion Act of 1925. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Ed W. Martin. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 21, 1920. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Myrtle Newman, 

or order .................... $87 .50 
Eighty-seven & 50/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For 21 days service under revalua-
tion Act of 1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Stamped "Paid" with <itencil 

ti on. · 
perfora-

Austin, Texas, July 31, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn, 

or order .................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For services under Revaluation Act 

of 1925. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Hortense B. Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing Honse. Aug. 3, 1926. Citizens 
State Bank. 

Myrtle Newman. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-

tion. tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 30, 1926. Austin, Texas, August 4, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Eugene Myers, or order .. $105.00 
One hundred five & no/100 ..... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For service under revaluation Act of 
1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Eugene ~iyers. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, 6-30-1926. 
TFX >\.S BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn, 

or order ................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 .................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. fl. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For services under revaluation Act of 

1925. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Hortense Osbourn. 

Pay to E. Cartledge, or order ... $175.00 
One hundred and seventy-five ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
July salary. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, 8-23, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Stella Glenn, 

or order ..................... $31.25 
Thirty-one & 25/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

Services under Act of 1925 revaluing 
land. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Stella Glenn. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Received payment through 
Clearing House. July 1, 1926. 
State Bank. 

Austin 
Citizens Austin, Texas, Aug. 31, 1926. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, July 2, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge, or order .... $200.00 
Two hundred and no/100 ..... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For legal services in connection with 
Relief Act of 1925. 

Pay to Miss Mannie Logan, 
or order .................... $83.37 

Eighty three & 37 /100 ........ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clerk. 
For services under revaluation Act 

of 1925 in August. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Mannie Logan. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

ti0on. 
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Austin, Texas, Aug. 31. 192tl. Austin, Texas, 9-1, 1926. 
TEXAS BAKK & TRl'ST C'Ol\lPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to '.\Irs. Bertha A. 111eyer, Pay to Mrs. Bertha A. Meyer, 

or order .. . . $3i .iiO or order ...................... $4.16 
Thirt1··sevr11 & 1\01100 Dollars Four & 16/100 ........ _ ... Dollars 

. .J. T. ROBISO.:\. Spt•rial. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By ,J. II. WALKER. !'hf. l'lk. By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

For SC>n·irt~~ u111h•r rl'vnluati11n A<'t (Endorsed on back): 
of 1925. l\1rs. Bertha A. Meyer. 

( Endo1»t'd on hat·k) : Rereived payment through Austin 
'.\!rs. Bertha A. lllel'l'r. Clearing House. Sep. 3, 1926. The 
Reeeh ed paymt•nt · through Austin Austin Natl. Bank. 

Clearinl? House. Sep. :l. l 92ti. The Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.· 
Austin Natl. Bank. tion. 

Stumped "l'uid" with stenril perfora· 
tion. 

Austin. Texas. Aug. :n. 19:W. 

TEXA:-; JIA'.\K & TRUST C0'.\1PANY. 
Pav to '.\liss llortens.- Osbourn, 

;.r order $1 ~;..oo 
One hundred twentv fiH & 

no1 IOO • Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

By .J. H. \VALKER. Chief Ch•rk. 
}'or ~ervirP~ 11nclC'r n•vnluation Act 

of l!l2.I in A U~'llst. 
( Endor.t'd on hark) : 
Hortense Oshourn. 
Received payment through Au•tin 

Cle:lring House. Sep. I. 1926. Citizens 
Statr bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stendl pHfora· 
ti on. 

Austin, Tt•x11'. Aul(. :n. 11126. 
TEXAS BA!\'K & TRUST CO:\IPANY. 
Pay to E. C'artled11e. or order $175.00 
One hundred & seventy fi\'e & 

no/ 100 · Dollars 
. J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

By .J. H. WALKEH. C'hf. ('lk. 
Re»al. Art. 

(Endorsed on hark) : 
E. Cartled!l'e. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Austin, Texas. Sept. I. 192ti. 
TEX.-\S BA!\K & TRl'ST !'O:\IPA!\Y. 
Pay tu lllrs. L. C. :\ldntosh, 

or order $.14.16 
Fifty-four & 16; JOO . Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISO!\. Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

.For ~t>rvices under revaluation A<"t of 
1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
l\Irs. L. C. :\lclntush, ii05 W. 37. 
0. C. Mdntosh. 
Paid. Austin Clea.ring House. Sep. 

2, 1926. A111t·riC'a11 National Bauk. 
Stamped "Paid" with ,;tencil perfora· 

ti on. 

Austin, Texas, Sep. 2, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to lllrs. Jesse A. Atlee, 

~r order ................... $15.00 
Fifteen . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Senice• Land Office Work. 

( Endorsed on back ) : 
Mrs .. Jessie A. Atlee. 
Stamped "Pa id" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS HANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to :\[rs. Linne <'. '.\klntosh 

~r order .... $125.00 
One hundred and twenty-five and 

n111 IOO . . . . ... Dollars 
.J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Mrs. Linnie C. Mcintosh. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 

I. 1926. American National Bank. 
Stnmp<od "Paid" with stcnril perfora

tion . 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 19:!6. 
TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST COMPANY. 
Pay to Mr. Eugen<> Cartledge or 

order . $125.00 
One hundred and twenty·five & 

no ii 00 . . . .. . .. ........ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
Eugene Cartledge. 
E. ('a rtledge. 
Rec••ivcd payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Oct. I, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. Hank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin. Texas, July 25, 1925. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to :\Ir. 0. S. Ingle or order.$125.00 
On~ hundred and twenty-five and 

no/ 100 .. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on back) : 
O. S. Ingle. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Oct. 1, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Emilie Mayer or 

order ....................... $54.17 
Fifty-four and 17 /100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Miss Emilie Mayer. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 

Pay to Miss Hortense B. Osborne 
or order .... : .............. $125.00 

One hundred and twenty-five and 
no/ 100 ..................... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) :· 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Oct. 1, 1926. Citi
zens State ·Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Au..tin, Texas, Oct. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn 

or orde1· .................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Services October. Rev. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Hortense B. Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Nov. 1, 1926. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Emilie Mayer or 

order ...................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Sel'Vices Oct. Rev. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Miss Emilie Mayer. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Nov. 3, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin,' Texas, 10-30 1926. Austin, Texas, Oet. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Pay to E. Cartledge or order ... $50.00 
Fifty & no/100 ............... Dollan 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 

Services under reval. Act. 
(Endorsed on back): 
E. Cartledge. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Linnie C. Mcintosh 

or order ................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. · T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Services: Oct. Reva!. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Linnie C. Mcintosh, 505 W. 37. 
Paid. Austin 'Clearing House. Nov. 

1, 1926. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Pay to O. S. Ingle or order .... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Services Oct. Rev. Act. 
(Endorsed on back): 
0. S. Ingle. 
Received payment rthrough Austin 

Clearing House. Nov. 1, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Nov. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Emilie Mayer or 

order ....................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty five & 

no/ 100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
Services under reval. Act. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Miss Emilie Mayer. 
Stamped ·"Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
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Austin. Texa,. Xm. :w. 111~0. Austin, Texas, Xov. 30. 1926. 
TEXAS BAXK & Tlll':-O:T cm!l' . .\XY. TEXAS BAXK & TRCST COMPANY. 
Pay lo :Iii;, ll1·lt•n Tomlin nr 

<~rder . ~fl:!.50 
Sixty two & ;;o I 011 . Dollars 

- J. T. HOBl:-0:0'\. :-Opecial. 
Ry ,J. II. \\".\LKEH. <"hid ('l1•rk. 

8erviCl'S undPr Ht•\al. A(•t. 

( Endor;ed on 1,,..-k I : 

H1•l<·n Tomlin. 
~tampPd ··Pni1!" \\ itl1 fitendl perfora

tion. 

Anstin. T..xas. Xov. 30, 1926. 
n:xA:-: BAXK & Tlff:-:T co::.IPA:r-.·Y. 
Pay to E. l"artlt·dir1· or order ... $50.00 
Fifty & no. 100 . . . . ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
H~· .J. 11. \\'ALKER, C'hid Clerk. 

.Sc•nices under RHaluation Act. 
( E111lon•ed on hack) : 
E. Cartledge. 
H<'<<'ivetl payment through Austin 

cJ .. aring Hnnse. De<'. 1, 1926. The 
Aust in Xat'l. Bank. 

.Stampl'd "Pait!'' with stencil perfora
tion. 

An"tin. Texas. No,-. 30, 1926. 

Pay tu 0. S. lni.:le or order ... $150.00 
On;. hundred fiftv & no/ 100 .... Dollars 

,J. T~ ROBISOX, Special. 
By .J. II. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Services under H<"-al. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. S. Ingle. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Dec. 2, 1926. The 
Austin Nnt'I. Bank. 

Stampl'd "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin. Texas, Dec. 18, 1926. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to 0. S. Ingle or order .... $100.00 
On~ hundred & no/100 ......... Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
B~· .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk . 

For •eniu•s under Reva!. i\d. De-
ren1h~r. 

I Enclorsed on back) : 
0. S. Ingle. 
Reeeh·ed payment through Austin 

Clearinl? House. Dec. 20, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. Bank. 

i'tanq•NI ''Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS Il . .\::\K & TRUST COllIPANY. Austin, Texas, Dec. 23. 19:W. 
Pav to :llis• Hortens<' Osbourn TEXAS RAXK & TRUST COMPANY 

~•r order .. $125.00 
on .. hmulrecl tw•·nty·fh·p & 

llOi \(1(1 . Dollars 
.I. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By .J. H. \L\LKER, Chief Clerk. 
~t>rYit•t•!-< undPr H('val. Aet. 
( Endo1»ecl on ha1·k) : 
Hurtense Osbourn. 
Receivt•d payment throu11h Aust in 

Clt•arin11 Hons<'. Dt•1·. 1, 1926. Citi
zens State Bank. 

~tn.m1wd "Pai1l'' with stPncil perfora
tion. 

An•t i11, Texas, K<w. :lO. I !l:!fl. 
TEXAio> !lAXK & TRL'ST C'OMPAXY. 
Pav to ;\[r;. Li11ni<' l'. :\k!ntosh 

;,r onh•r $1:!;;.oo 
On•· hmulrt•d 1wenty-fivl' & 

110 1 lOll . Dollars 
.J. T. HOBISON. Special. 

By .J. JI. \\' . .\LKEH. l'hf. Clerk. 
For ~<'rvicPs Rentl. Art. 
( Endor>cd on back) : 
~Ir•. Linni•· t'. :\lrlnto•h .. -,o;; \\". :li. 
Paid. 

1, Hl:!ti. 
_\11~ti11 ( 'lt•aring llou~e. Det'. 
. .\nwrican :\'ational Bank. 

~tamJll'tl ··Paicl" "itli ... tt•11t·il pPrfora
tinn. 

Pav to ~Ii~~ 
order 

One hundred 
no/100 

Emilie Mayer or 
. . . . . . . . . . ... $125.00 

twenty-five and 
. . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
Bv .J. H. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Decem
0

bl'r. For services under Ilcval-
uation Act l !J2ii. 

(Endorsed on haek) : 
)!is< Emilie :\layer. . 
Heeei ved puyrnen t through Austm 

l'lcaring House. De<'. 28, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

i'tnmp<'•I "Paid" with steneil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dee. 23, 1926. 
TEXAS BAXK & TRl.'$1' COMPAXY. 
Pav to Mrs. Linnie C. Mcintosh 

,;r order. . . . . ........... $ l 21i .00 
One hundred twenty-fl ve and 

no/100 .................. Dollars 
,J. T. RORISON. Special. 

Bv ,J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Decern.her. For services under Reva!· 

un tion Act 192;). 
(Endorsed on hnek) : 
)frs. Linnie l'. l\klntosh, fiO;; W. 3i. 
Paid. Au.tin Clearing House. Dec. 

27. 1926. Arneric·nn National Bank. 
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Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 23, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn or 

order ...................... $125.00 
qne hundred twenty-five and 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Olk. 
December. For services under Reval-

uation Act 1925. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Hortense Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Dec. 24, 1926. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Clearing Romie. Jan. 7, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Jany. IO, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Helen Tomlin or 

order ....................... $40.32 
Forty and 32/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Olk. 

For services under Revaluation Act 
of 1925. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Helen C. Tomlin. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Jan. 

LI, 1927. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 23, 1926. Austin, Texas, Jan. 31, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Helen Tomlin or 

order ...................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five and 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chief Clerk. 
December-For services under Reval-

uation Act 1925. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Helen Tomlin:. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 

24, 1926. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin. Texas, Dec. 23, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. S. Ingle or order ..... $50.00 
Fifty and no/100 ............. Dollars 

, J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Olk. 

For services under Revaluation Act 
1925. Dec. 

(Endorsed on back): 

Pay to Miss Emilie Mayer or 
order ...................... $125.00 

One hundred twenty-five and 
no/100 ..................... Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Olk. 

Services Jan. 1927. Reval. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Miss Emilie Mayer. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Jan. 31, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Linnie Mcintosh or 

order ....................... $59.00 
Fifty-nine and no/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Olk. 

Bal. on services .Jany. 27. Reval. Act. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Linnie Mcintosh, 505 W. 37. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Feb. 

!, 1927. American National Bank. 
0. S. Ingle. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- tion. 

ti on. 
Austin, Texas, Jany. 31, 1927. 

Austin, Texas, Jan. 5, 1927· TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPA::'N. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Mr. E. Cartledge or 

order ...................... $125.00 
One hundred and twenty-five .... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For services under Revaluation Act. 
(Endorsed on back): 
E. Cartledge. 
Received payment through Austin 

Pay to Miss Hortense Osbourn or 
order ....................... $125.00 

One hundred twenty-five and 
no/100 ..................... Dollars 

' .J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Reva!. Act. Services. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Hortense Osbourn. 
Received payment through Austin 
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Clearing House, Feh. l, l92i. Citizens Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
State Bank. tion. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. I. l 92i. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge or order .. $150.00 
One hundred fifty and no/100 .. Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. '\VALKEH, Chief Clerk. 

Services ,Januan under Reva!. Act. 
(Endorsed on b•ick) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Hece.ived jiayment through Austin 

Clearing House. Feb. 2, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stem·il perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, .July 2, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Evelyn Smith or order ... $33.35 
Thirty-three and 33/100. . .... Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By .T. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

For sen-ices under Reva!. Act 1925. 
(Endorsed on hack ) : 
Evelyn Smith. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. .July 

6, 1927. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Austin, Texas, .July 30, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Miss Evelyn Smith or 

order ...................... $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five and 

no/100 . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Sal. July Reval. Act. 
(Endorsed on back ) : 
Evelyn Smith. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Aug. 

2, 1927. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

ti on. 

Austin, Texas, August 31, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Miss Evelyn Smith or 

order . . . ................ $12ii.OO 
One hundred twenty-five and 

no/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Rernl. Act. 
(Endorsed on bal'k) : 
Evelyn Smith. 
Paid. At1'tin Clearing House. Aug. 

31, 1927. American National Bank. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 30, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge or order .. $125.00 
One hundred twenty-five and 

no/100 ............. Dollars 
,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

tion. 

Austin, Texas, Nov. 1, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to E. Cartledge or order ... $75.00 
Seventy-five and no/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. Cartledge. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 

ti on. 

Austin, Texas, Jany. 4, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to R. L. Means or order ..... $19.20 
Nineteen and 20/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

• Returning overpayment for revalua
tion of lands. Rem. $25.60 rec'd. 
11-29-26. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
R. L. Means. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Jan. 24, 1927. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, March 15, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Fay to Robert W. Prosser or 

order ........................ $5.00 
Five and no/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

See Letter No. 334.4 overpayment of 
revaluation fee. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to order First Nat. Bank, Los 

Altos. Robert M. Prosser. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. First National Bank. Los 
Altos. May 13, 1926. W. F. Clements, 
Cashier. · 

Pay to the order of any bank, bll'nker 
or trust co. All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. May 14. 1926. The Anglo 
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.t London Paris National Bank, San 
Francisco, Calif. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. May 20, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tio~. 

Austin, Texas, March 25, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Cecil Eder Nations 

or order ...................... $6 .40 
Six and 40/l 00 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf, Clk. 

To refund revaluation fee on Sec. 172, 
Blk. D-10. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Mrs. Guy Nations. 
Mrs. Cecile Elder Nations. 
Pay any bank or banker. All pre

vious endorsements guaranteed. 30-7 
Apr. 9, 1926. 39-7 Lockwood National 
Bank. San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Apr. 
10. 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 3-30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Robert D. Smith or order. $6.40 
Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

To refund payment on Sec. No. 2, blk. 
6, p. s. in El Paso Co. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Robert D. Smith. 
G. C. Smith. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Jul. 6, 1926. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped ''Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

Austin, Texas, April 7, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Dr. D. J. Sibley or order .. $6.40 
Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund on revaluation fee on N. i 
116, Blk. 331, Pecos & Brewster. 

(Endorsed on back): 
D. J. Sibley. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. •Apr. 17, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

Austin, Texas, April 13, 1926. 
TEXAS BA~K & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of Hon. Claud 

B. Hudspeth ................. $2.00 
Two and no/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Customers Draft. 
For refund of revaluation fee on Sec

tion 18, Blk. 160, Cert. 5269, G. C. & 
S. F. Ry. Co., Terrell Co. 

To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 
Texas. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. April 20, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Jim Atland. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
Austin tion. 

Citizens 
Received payment through 

Clearing House. May 8, 1926. 
State !lank. Austin, Texas, April 13, 1926. 

Stamped ''Paid" with stencil perfora· TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Mch. 30, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to W. A. Ashton or order ... $6.40 
Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of payment on Sec. No. 1, 
Blk. A 42, Andrews Co. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
W. A. Ashton. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company Jul. 2, 1926. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
Second National Bank of Houston, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of Frank 
Mangum ...................... $3.20 

Three and 20/100 ... , ......... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
For refund of revaluation fee on W! 

596, Blk. 8, GH&SA Ry. Brewster Co. 
To Texas Bank & Trust Co., Austin, 

Texas. 
Customer's Draft. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Frank Mangum. 
Pay to the order of First National 

Bank, Alpine, Texas. Palace Pharmacy. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. June 25, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. Bank. 
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Stamped "Paid" with stencil p«rfon•· 
tion. 

Austin. Texas. April 1:l, l921i. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Mrs. !\[atilda 

A. Tait . $li.07 
Six and Oi; 100 . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By .T. H. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Custonwr's Draft. 
For Hefund of Hevaluation Fee on 

Section l, Illk. iiG. P. S .. Hudspeth. 
To Texas Bank & Tru-t Co .. Austin, 

Texas. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Matilda A. Tait. By Ben S. 

Avant, A:zt. 
Pay to the order of any hank, banker 

or trmt company. May :l. l 921i. All 
prior endorsement:-; guarantl•l•d. ~farfa 
State Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearin:z House. May 
fl, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas. May 7, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to I. F. & ,J. W. Ingram or 

order ..... $9.00 
Nine and no/100 '.Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Refund of revaluation fee on pt. Sec. 
116, Blk. D 8 and Section 22, D-l:l in 
Val Yerde Co. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Cr. I. F. & ,J. W. Ingram. 
Pav tn the order of anv hank, banker 

or trust company. 1iay 19. 1926. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. !st 
National Bank. Del Hio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. ~fay 
20, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with steneil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, ~lay 8. 1926. 
TEXAS BA~K & TRPST COllfPANY. 
Pay to C. P. Sea Jc, or order . $6.40 
Six and 40 'I oo ............ Dollars 

.T. T. ROBISON. Special. 
By .T. H. \Y ALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of one <'f'tlt. per acre inspec
tion fee on Section 4, Cert. 2339. GC&SF 
Ry. Co. 1-lan'ri<"k Co. 

Austin. Texas, May 17, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to A. A. Green or order .... $12.80 
Twelve and 80/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
B~· J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of one cent per acre on Sec
tions 50 & 6ii Hlk. 20, GH&SA Rv. Co. 
Brewster Co. · 

(Endorsed on back) : 
A. A. Green. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. .July 19, 1926. 
First National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. July 
21, 1926. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 14, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to .T. E. Bowen or order .... $5.40 
Five and 40/100 .............. Dollars 

.T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Pt. of Section 26, Blk. 7 4, Top. 6 
T&P Ry. Co. Hudspeth Co. Return of 
rev·aluation fee. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. E. Bowen. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. .June 18, 1926. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 14, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. E. Bowen or order .... $6.40 
Six and 40/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Bv J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of revaluation fee Sec. 60, 
Blk. IO. H&GN, Pecos. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. E. Bowen. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All p1·evious en
dorsements guaranteed. June 16, 1926. 
American Trust & Savings Bank, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Received through Austin Clearing 
House. .June 18, 1926. Citizens State 
Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

(Endorsed on back): Austin, Texas, June 14, 1926. 
C. P. i"eales. 
Rccehed paym .. nt throu:zh Austin TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Clearin:z House. No\'. 2fl, l!l2G. The Pay to Mr>'. E. J. Hayes or order.$6.40 
Austin Natl. Bank. Six and 40 1100 .............. Dollars 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· .T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
tion. By .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
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Return of revaluati-On fee on Sec. 
170, Blk. 34, Ward Co. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit to Mrs. E. J. Hayes. 

Bird S. Hayes. Cr. to Mrs. E. J. Hayes. 
Pay to the order of The Federal Re

serve Bank, Dallas, Texas, or any bank, 
banker or trust company. Jun. 19, 1926. 
All prior endorsements guamnteed. 
First National Bani!:, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Pay to the 01·der of any hank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Jun. 21, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 14, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to E. W. Cowden or order .. $52.00 
Fifty-two and no/ 100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of i·evaluation fee on Sections 
in Winkler Co. in Blks. B-5 & B-12. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. W. Cowden. 
Pay .to the order of any Federal Re

serve Bank or Branch. Jun. 21, 1926. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. Farm
ers & Mechanics National Bank. Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Jun. 22, 1926. Feaeral Reserve 
!lank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 14, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to M. A. & N. S. Sherbins 

or order .................... $74.00 
Seventy-four and no/100 ...... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of revaluation fee on lands 
in Pecos Co. 

(Endorsed on back): 
M. A. Sherbins. 
N. S. Sherbins. 
Pay any bank or banker. All previ

ous endorsements guaranteed. June 23, 
1926. Lockwood National Bank, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. June 
24, 1629. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, .'rune 14, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to R. W. Felts or order .... $44.80 

Forty-four and 80/100 .. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Return of revaluation fee on Sec

tions in Blk. 2, D&P Ry. Co. Presidio 
Co. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
R. W. Felts. 
R. Segura. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. June 29, 1926. 
First National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. C. Hunter or order .... $26.72 
Twenty-six and 72/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By .J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund on over payment of revalua· 
tion fee on lands in Reeves & Culber
son Counties. 

(Endorsed on baC'k) : 
,T. C. Hunter. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Endorsements guaranteed. 
Jun. 14, 1926. El Paso Branch. Fed
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas. EI Paso, 
Texas, 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. June 16, 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 16, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to .J. F. Skinner or order ... $19.20 
Nineteen and 20/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of revaluation fee on lands 
in Presidio County. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. F. Skinner. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or <trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Jul. 3, 1926. Marfa 
Nat'! Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Received ·payment through Austin 
Clearing House. .Jul. 7, 1926. The 
Austin National Bank. 

. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, June 18, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to J. W. Reasor or order .... $1.60 
One and 60/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
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Return of revaluation fee on Sec. 
(SW!) 24, Blk. 20. PS. Hudspeth Co. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Reasor Battery Ex. .J. W. Reasor. 
Pay to the order of Federal He•erve 

Bank of Dallas, Texa•. .Jun. 22, 1926. 
All prior endorsements l?Uaranteed. 
City :-<ational Bank, Wichita Falls, 
Tex Ill!. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. .Jun. l!:l. l 921i. Federal RPserve 
Bank of Da 11 as. 

8tamp<'d "Paid" with st1mcil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, .June 18, 1926. 
TEXAS HAXK & TRl'ST CO:MPAXY. 
Pav to Charlie Green or order .. $22.60 
T'~"ntv-two and 60/100 .. Dollars 

. J. 'l'. ROBISOX, Special. 
By .I. H. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Hrturn of rp\·ahiation fep on four 
f'Pl'1ion!". 

( Endorsed on lmek l : 
Charlie Green. 
Pay to tlw order of any bank. banker 

or trust company. .Tu!. 7, 19:.!6. Previ
ou~ e111lor~Pments guarantPed. ~lara
thon 8tMe Bank. Marathon, Texas. 

Paid. Arn•tin Clearing Honse. .Jul. 
10. 19:.!tl. Ameriran National Bank. 

Stamp<'d "'Pni•I"' with sfrncil perfora
tion. 

Return fee-by request Sec. 15, blk. 
2i, Winkler. 

( Endorsed on back ) : 
C. C. Cowden. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 22, 1926. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Citi· 
7.<'ns :National Bank. Abilene, Texas. 

Pay to th<' order of any bank or 
hanker. Previous endorsements guaran· 
teed. Oct. 2fi. 1926. Federal Reserve 
Bank of jJallas. 

Stamp1d "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin. Texas. 10-26. 192 
TEXA8 BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to .J. D. MrGregor & Sons 

or order .............. $44.80 
Forty-four & 80/100 .......... Dollars 

,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Refund a/c- Mis• M. M. Burt:r.. 

Double payment. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. D. '.\lcGregor & Sons. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All prior endorse
ments iruaranteed. Oct. 31, 1925. 
American Trust & Savings Bank, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Received puynwnt through Austin 
Clearing House. Kov. 3, 1925. Citi
zens Staw Bank. 

Stamp<·d "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin. Texas, Nov. 13, 1926. 
Au,tin, Texas .. July 17. 1926. TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST COMPANY. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRl"ST CO'.\IPA:::-.l'. Pav to :Mr. J. F. Nichols or 
l'av to llfr•. G. E. Oden or order .. $6.40 order . . . . . . . . . . . $:;1.20 
Si~ and 40/100 ···.Dollars Fifty-one and 20/100 .... . Dollars 

J. T. IWBISOX. Special. J. T. ROBISO:S-, 8pecial. 
By ,J. H. W.\LKER. Chf. Clk. By .J. H. WALKER. Chf. Clk. 

Refund of overpayment of revalua- Int. paid to 1925. Return of inspec· 
tion fer on See. :.!. Blk. :l:JO in Presidio tion fee. Letter No. 388. 
Co. (Endorsed on hack) : 

(Endorsed on bark) : .J. F. ~ichols. 
).frs. G. E. Oden. Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
Pav to the order of anv hank. banker or trust company. :S-ov. 27, 1926. 

or trust company. All· prior endorse- Prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
ment• guaranteed. Aug. i, 1926. National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 
AmPril'an Trust & 8avings Bank. El Pay to the order of any bank. banker 
l'asu, TPxas. or trust company. :S-ov. 29, 1926. Pre-

Hereive<l payment through Austin vious endorsements guaranteed. Frost 
Cleurinir House. Aug. !l, 1926. Citi· National Bank. 8an Antonio, Texas. 
Z<•ns Stat.- Bank. R('{'eivPd payment through Austin 

f'tampP<i "'l'ai•l" with s!l>ncil perfora- Clearing Honse. Nov. 30. 1926. Aus· 
tion. tin Xational Bunk. 

Stumped "Paicl" with stencil perfora

. \ustin. Texas. Ort. 20. 11126. tion . 

TEXAS H.\XK & THl'ST CO:'lfPANY. Austin. Texas, Nov. 15, 1926. 
J>uv to 1·. l". ("nwtlen or ortler .. $G.40 TEXAS BA1''K & TRUST COMPANY. 
Hix and .io ·ion . Dollars Pav to :\fr. S. R. Preston or 

J. T. ROillSOX. 8pecial. order .................... . $6.40 
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Six and 40/100 ............... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
Overpayment of inspection fee. See 

letter No. 1234 recd. 11-4-26. LCH 
(Endorsed on back): 
S. R. Preston. 
Elite Confectionery & Floral Shop. 

W. S. Hill & Sons, Props. Midland, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust ·company. Nov. 20, 1926. Pre
vious endorse~nts gua.ranteed. The 
Continenta.1 Nat'!. Bank of Fort Worth, 
Fort Worth,' Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Nov. 28, 1926. The 
Austin N·atl. Ba.nk. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 11, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
'.P&y to J. W. Potter or order ... $12.80 
Twelve and 80/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Return of reva.lua.tion fee on Sec. 

20, Blk. 1 a.nd Sec. 28, B!k. 10. 
Brewster Co. 

(Endorsed on back): 
J. W. Potter. 
M. L. Hofman. 
Pa.y to the order of a.ny bank, banker 

or trust compa.ny. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Dec. 27, 1926. San 
Antonio, Texas. Citty National Bank. 
A. G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Dec. 28, 1926. The 
Austin Natl. ·Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 18, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Blackstone & Slaughter 

or order ................... $358.40 
Three hundred fifty-eighit & 

40/100 ..................... Dollars 
' J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 
To refund omts.· 10-27-26 and not 

used. -
(Endorsed on hack) : 

Blackstone & Slaughter. By W. L. 
Slaughter. 

Austin, Texas, De". 21, 1926. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to C. M. Caldwell or order. $100.9~ 
One Hundred and 90/100 ...... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of excess inspection fee pay-
ment. 

(Endorsed on back): 
C. M. Caldwell. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dec. 26, 1926. Pre~ 
vious endorsements guaranteed. Citi
zens National Bank, Abilene, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank OJ:' 
banker. Prior endorsements guara.n
teed. Dec. 30, 1926. Federal Reserve· 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 6-15-1927 .. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY .. 
Pay to John F. Nichols or order ... $0.50 
Fifty cents ................... . 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of overpayment of inspection 
fee under Act of 1925. 

(Endorsed on back): 
John F. Nichols. Sanderson Mercan

tile Company. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Aug. 12, 1927. Previous. 
endorsements guaranteed. 1st National 
Bank. Del Rio, Texas. 

Paid. • Austin Clearing House. Aug .. 
13, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
tion. ' 

Austin, Texas, July 30, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TR:UST COMP ANY .. 
Pay to Bogel Bros. or order ...... $6.40· 
Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of revaluation fee on Section. 
14, Blk. 14, Presidio Co. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Bogel Bros. by A. J. Bogel. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Aug. 1, 1927. All prior 
endorsements guaranteed. Marfa State· 
Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Aug. 
4, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Dec. 27, 1926. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
Central National Bank. San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. Austin, Texas, 8-5-1927. 
29, 1926. American National Bank. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY_ 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora- Pay to Mr. Lem Henderson or 
tion. order ....................... $17.68 
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~even teen and 68/ 100 . ......... Dollars 
J. T. IWB!HON, Special. 

By J. H. \V ALKER, Chf. Clk. 
See Letter No. 31:!0 dated 12-:31-:!ti. 

Land in Val Verde Co. 
(Endorsed on ha<'k) : 
Lem Henderson, Bv lien F. Fosler, 

Atty. . 
Pav to the order of an\' Bank. Banker 

or Ti'.ust Co. Sep. ~li. in~;. Previous 
endonwments guaranteed. Del Hio 
Bank & Trust Co., Del Hin, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Han Antonio 
Bran;·h Federal Hesen·e Bank of Dallas. 
Sep. 27. l!lZ7. All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. Cmnmerl'ial Xational Bank, 
San A11tonio, Texas. 

Pav to the order of anv hank or 
hank~r. Prior endor~emenis guaran· 
teecl. Sep. 27. 1927. San Antonio 
Brandi Federal ReserYe Bank of Dallas. 
San Antonio. Texas. 

Stamped ''Paid" with •tencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 8-8-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST C0~1PAXY. 
Pay to W. J. Burditt or order. . . *4.02 
Four and 02/100. . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund of revaluation fee on E. pt. 
Sec·. 1, B lk. C-7, P. S., ReeYes as former 
sale and repurchase were eanceled. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
W .. T. Burditt. 
Pav to the order of anv Bank, Banker 

or Ti·ust Co. Aug. 10. i927. J'revious 
endorse1nents guaranteed. First State 
Bank, Palmer, Texas. 

Pav to the 'order of anv Bank, Banker 
or 1~rust Co. Previou; endor~emen ts 
guaranteed. Aug. 11, 19~7. The Rc
puhl ic Xational Bank. Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of anv Bank or 
Bank~er. Prior endorse1ne1;ts g-uaran
teed. Aug. 12. 1927,. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Resene Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 8-9·1927. 
TEXAS BA~K & TRUST C0::\1PANY. 
Pay tJ Hal Hailey or order._ ... $4.1!'\ 
. Four and 18/100. . Dollars 

J_ T. ROBISON, Special. 
Bv ,J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return' of revaluation fee on Sec. 13. 
Blk. C-26, LoYing Co., as fee had 
already been paid. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Hal Hailey. By Roberda Miderstrom. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Aug. 

11, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Aug. 23, 1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to W. G. Smith or order. _ ... $1.00 
One and no/100 ........ _ ..... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Refund filing fee. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. G. Smith. 
R. B. Hamilton. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Tru8t Co. .All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. Aug. 26, 1927. El Paso 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Received payment through .Austin 
Clearing House. Aug. 29, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-1-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Mrs. J. L. Moore or order. $9.20 
Nine and 20/100. _ ...... _ ..... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of revaluation fee. See letter 
No. 4767. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
Mrs. ,J. L. :\Ioore. 
Pay to the order of any bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Sep. 19, 1927. Previous 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Received payment through The Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 21, 1927. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-8-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to M. \V. Lowry or order_ .. _ $4 .. 55 
Four and ;)5/100. . ... _ - _.Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of inspection fee on Section 
13~. Blk. 13, H. & G. N. Ry. Co., 
Ree,·es Co. See letter dated 8-11-27, 
our ~To. 2073. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
:\1. \V. Lowry . 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Oct. 17. 1927. Security 
State Bank & Trnst Co., Beaumont, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 19, 1927. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
San Antonio, Texas. 
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· Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-8-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Strickland & Evers or 

order ........................ $6 .40 
.Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of inspection fee on A. B. 
Shupe land in Starr Co. See letter 
.No. 5638d, dated 8-26-27. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Strickland & Evers. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

·or Trust Co. All prior endorsements 
,guaranteed. Sep, 9, 1927. First State 
Bank & Trust Co., Mission, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. All prior endorsements 
,guaranteed. Sep. l O, 1927. The Na
tional Bank of Commerce, Houston, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 12, 1927. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
.San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
1tion. 

Austin, Texas, 9-14-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
.Pay to A. Stewart or order ...... $6.40 
.Six and 40/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Eeturn of revaluation fee on Sec. 2, 
Blk. H-?O, Cert. 2235, T. C. Ry. Co., 
Brewster Co. See letter No. 5526, dated 
8-17-27. 

(Endorsed . on back) : 
A. Stewart. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

•Or Trust Co. All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. Oct. 17, 1927. Bank of 
'Bradley, Bradley, Ark. J. W. Meek, 
··Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Banker or 
'Trust Co. Oct. 19, 1927. All prior 
.endorsements guaranteed. City Savings 
Bank & Trust Co., Shreveport, La. Pay 
'to the order of any Banker or Trust Co. 
First National Bank, Shreveport, La. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
:Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
•teed. Oct. 21, 1927. San Antonio 
'Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
~San Antonio, Texas. 

Stampef ''Paid" with stencil perfora
:tion. 

Austin, Texas, l 0-4-1927. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to A. A. Shelton or order .... $7.40 
Seven and 40/100 .... _- .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
By J. H. WALKER, Chf. Clk. 

Return of revaluation fee on Sec. 37, 
BJk. 16, Brewster So. See letter No . 
4965. 

(Endorsed on back): 
A. A. Shelton. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Oct. 13, 1927. Previous 
endorsements guaranteed. Alamo Na
tional Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
14, 1927. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 388. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order I. Sparks, care 

Roy I. Biggs .................. $1.62 
One and 62/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker · 

or trust company. Oct. 30, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsement guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of auy Bank, Banker 
or Trust Company. October 29, 1928. 
(Previous endorsement guaranteed.) 
F'irst National Bank, Pecos, Texas . 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Oct. 
31, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 1345. 
Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Ruth V. Bell. $4.34 
Four and 34/ l 00 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Ruth V. Bell, By W. E. Bell. 
Pay 1o the order of any Bank or 

Banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. Sep. 17, 1928. The Security 
State Bank, 88-2078, Pecos, Texas, 
88-2078, Clarence Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. (Previous endorsements 
guaranteed). Sep. 18, 1928. Dallas 
National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. Sep. 
19, 1928. San Antonio Branch Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas, Texas. San 
Antonio, Texas. 
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Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 3:)4. 
Austin, Texas. !J-14-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & THl'.ST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of H. T. Collil'r .. 'f:95.73 
Ninety-five and 73,100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Spedal. 
(Endorsements 011 11ark) : 
II. T. Collier. 
Pay to the onkr of anv Bank, Banker. 

All Prior en<lorsl'me11ts °guaranteed. 
Sept. :W, 1928. 
Security State Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Clarenre Tell, Cashier. 
Pav to the order of anv Bank, Banker 

or T;·nst Co. • 
Preyious endorsemC'nts guantnteed, 

Sept. ~I. l!lZ8. 
lla\las l\ational Bank. Dallas, Texas. 
Pav to the onh>r of a11v Bank or 

Bank
0

er. · 
(Prior e1Hlor~ements guaranteed.) 
St•pt. ZZ. l!IZ!l. -
~.111 .\ntoniu Brand1 Federal Reserve 

Hank of Dall:», 1'<''"1"- San Antonio, 
TPXll~. 

Stamped "l'ai1l" with stenril perfora-
1 ion. 

Xo. 3;"\5. 
Anstin. Texas. 9-14-192S. 

TEXAS lL\XK & TRUST CO~!PAST. 
Pav to the order of Mrs. A. J. 

Cooksey .. $18.60 
Ei!!hteen 0 and GO 100 .......... Dollars 

. T. T. HOBISOX, Special. 
(Endorsed on baek) : 
l\!rs. A. J. Cooksey. 
Pay to the order of First. Xational 

Bank Pecos Texas. Leader Grorerv 
Company. . . 

Pay t~ the order of an~· Bank, Banker 
or Trust Company. 

Sept. 2-1, 1928. Previous endorse-
ments guaranteed. 

Fort Worth National Bank, Fort 
\\' nrth. Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. 88-451, Sept. 22, 1928. 
88-451. 

Fir>t Xational Bank. Pt>co>, Texas. 
Previous endorRPTilC'nts guaranteed. 
Paid. Austin Clearin~ House, Sep. 

2:.. 1928. 
,., " npP<\ ··Pai1\" with stencil perfora

tion. 

No. 3'16. 
Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 

n:XAS BAXK & TRl'ST COMPANY. 
Pav to the order of ,J. ~1. Cooksev. $33.38 
Thhtv-three and 381100 ...... ·.Dollar• 

. ,J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsements on back) : 
J. 11!. Cooksey. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Nov. 7, 1928. (Previous 
endorsement guaranteed). Fort Worth 
Xational Bank. Fort \Yorth, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Nov. f>, 1928. Previous 
endorsement guaranteed. First National 
Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
~. 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid"" with stencil perfora
tion. 

l\o. 357. 
Austin. Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of J. C. Camps 

and Frank Wilson. . . . ...... $0.4S 
Forty-Pight rents. 

.T. T. ROBISON, Sperial. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
J. C. Camp and Frank Wilson. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. (All prior endorsements guar
anteed). Sep. 18, 1928. The Security 
State Bank, P-ecos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. 

Previous endorsement guaranteed. 
Sep. 19, 1928. 
Dallas National Bank, Dallas. Texas. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. Sep . 

20, 1928. 
San Antonio Branch Federal Re>erve 

Bank of Dallas. San Antonio. Texas. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

Xo. 3:>8. 
Austin. Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pav to the order of Geo. D. Coon.$1.92 
One and 92/100.... . ... Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Geo. D. Coon, By Mrs. Allio Coon, 

Executrix of Geo. D. Coon Estate. 
Pav to the ·order of any Bank or 

Rank.er. (All prior endorsements guar· 
an teed.) 

Sept. 21. 1928. 
The Security State Bank, Pecos, 

Texas. Clarence Bell, Cashier. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. 
(Previous endorsements guaranteed.} 
Sep. 22. 1928. 
Dallas National Bank, Dallp. Texas. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. 
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(Previous endorsements guaranteed.) 
Sep. 24, 1928. 
San Antonio Branch Federal Reserve 

Bank of Dallas. San Antonio, Texas. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
No. 364. 

Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of J. E. Eisen-

weine ........................ $4.32 
Four and 32/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. E. Eisenweine. 
Eagle Drug Company, Pecos, Texas. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. (All prior endorsements guar
anteed.) 

Sep. 25, 1928. 
The Security State Bank, Pecos. 

Texas. Clarence Bell, Cashier. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trustee. 
Previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Sep. 26, 1928. 
Dallas National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. · (Previous endorsements guar
anteed.) 

Sep. 27, 1928. 
San Antonio Bra.nch Federal Reserve 

Bank of Da!las. San Antonio, Texas. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
No. 365. 

Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of J. T. Farrell, 

care J. A. Drawl. ............. $42.65 
Forty-two and 65/100. . . . .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. T. Farrell. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. 
All previous endorsement guaranteed. 
--- 18, 1928. 
First National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House, Oct. 

20, 1928. 
American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 
No. 367. 

Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order· of Mrs. Mary 

E. Griffin, care J. E. Drane ... $15.36 
Fifteen and 36/100 ............ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Mary E. Griffin, care J. A. Drane, 

by Mary E. Griffin. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Oct. 5, 1928. (Previous 
endorsements guaranteed.) 

Sabinal National Bank, Sabinal, 
Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Oct. 8, 1928. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 368. 
Austin, Texas, 9-14, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Mrs. S. A. 

Heard ........................ $1.9~ 
One and 92/,l 00 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. S. A. Heard. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 

21, 1928. American National Bank. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trus·t company. 88-451 Sept. 19, 
1928 88-451 Previous endorsements 
guaranteed·. First National Bank, 
Pecos, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 372. 
Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of T. S. Ingle ... $3.84 
Three and 84/100 ............ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Speciai. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
T. S. Ingle. 
Received payment through Austin 

Clearing House. Sept. 20, 1928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 18, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First. 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 374. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Frank 

Joplin ................ $1.92 
One and 92/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Frank Joplin. 
Pay to the order of the Security 

State Bank, Pecos, Texas. "M" System 
Grocery. 

Pay to the order of any bank, or 
banker. All prior endorsements guar· 
anteed. Oct. 22, 1928. The Security 
State Bank, Pecos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 
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No. 375. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-192B. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Mrs. Syd 

Kyle . . . . . . . ............. $39.36 
Thirty-nine and 30/100 . Dollars 

J. T. HOBISOK, Special. 
(Endorsed on hack): 
Mrs. Sid Kyle. 
Pay to the order of any hank, banker 

or trust company. NoY. 17, 192B. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texa.<. 

l'ay to the onl<'r of any bank, banker 
or trust company. ::'\ov. 19, 192B. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
V\orth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
20, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 376. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

TI-;XAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of R. 1'. Kelton .. $7 .68 
Se,'.en and 68/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. HOBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on hack): 
R. F. Kelton. 
Pay to the order of any bank, or 

banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. Sept. 17, 1928. The Security 
State Bank. Pecos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. PreYious endorse
ments guaranteed. Rep. 18, 1928. Dal
las National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. HI, 1921-\. San Antonio 
Branch Federa 1 RPserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, 1\1xas. 

Stamped "Paid'' with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 377. 
Aust in, Texas, 9- lfi-l!l28. 

(Previous endorsements guaranteed.) 
Fort Worth National Bank, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 381. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Mrs. Ben 

Palmer ....................... $2.90 
Two and 90/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Ben Palmer. 
l'aid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 

20, 1928. American National Bank. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sep. 17, 1828. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 19, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

1->tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 384. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15·1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Alice M. 

Ross ........................ $42.24 
Forty-two and 24/100 ........ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Alice M. Ross. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. Sep. 21, 1928. The Security 
State Bank, Pecos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. 24, 1928. 
Dallas National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

8tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TJ•;XA" BA~K & TRl.'ST COMPANY. No. 385. 
Pav to the order of M. M. Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

teeman .. $38.40 TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Thirty-<'ight and 40/ JOO . Dollars Pay to the order of Ben Randall. $15.69 

.T. T. HO BISON, 8pecial. Fifteen and 69/100 ........... Dollars 
(Endorsed on hack) : J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

:M. M. Leeman. (Endorsed on back): 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. Ben Randall. 

19. 1928. AmPrit·nn National Bank. Pay to the order of any bank or 
Pay to the order of any bank, hanker banker. All previous endorsements 

or trust company. Ocl. 17, 1928. Pre- guaranteed. Sep. 21, 1928. Security 
vious endorsement• guaranteed. First State Bank of Pecos, Texas. Clarence 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any hank, banker Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 18, 1928. or trust company. ·Previous endorse-
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ments quaranteed. Sep. 22, 1928. Dal
las National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 389. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of A. 0. 

Stanberry .................... $2.16 
Two and 16/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
A. 0. Stanberry. 
Pay to the order of the First Na

tional Bank, Pecos, Texas. Pecos Drug 
Company, The Rexall Store, D. W. 
Doseman, Owner. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
20, 1928. American National Bank. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 18, 1928. 
(Previous endorsements guaranteed.) 
First National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker, 
or trust company. Sep. 19, 1928. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid'' with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 390. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of J. E. Stanley .$1.92 
One and 92/100 .............. Do.llars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
J. A. Drane. • 
(Endorsed on back): 
J. E. Stanley. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sep. 21, 1928. (Pre
vous endorsements guaranteed.) First. 
State Bank, Copperas Cove, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any banking or 
trust company. Sep. 22, 1928. Prior 
endorsements guara,nteed. North Texas 
National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
24, 1928. American Nathmal Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stericil perfora
tion. 

No. 392. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Elmer 

Wadley ....................... $1.92 
One and 92/100 .............. Dolfars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
No protest. 
(Endorsement on back) : 

. Elmer Wadley. 
Pay to the order of the Security 

State Bank, Pecos, Texas. Williams
Kerr Chevrolet Company. 

Pay to the order of any bank, or 
banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. Sept. 20, 1928. The Security 
State Bank, Pecos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sep. 21, 1928. Dal
las National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 393. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of Williams & 

Hedblom ..................... $1.94 
One and 94/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Williams & Hedblom. Ralph Williams. 
Pay to the order of the First Na-

tional Bank, Pecos, Texas. Pecos Drug 
Store. The Rexall Store, D. W. Boze
man, owner. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 23, 1928. Pre
vi<lus endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Nov. 26, 1928. The 
Austin N a,t'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 394. 
Austin, Texas, 9-15-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the 01·der .of Mr. J. B. 

Wright ....................... $1.68 
One & 68/100 ............... Dollars 

J T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Mrs. J. B. Wright, by E. W. Thomp

son, Executor. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sep. 22, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texa11. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 24, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
25, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 419. 
Austin, Texas, 9-16-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of Glen S. 

Bounson ..................... $46.47 
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Forty-six and 47 /100 ...... Dollars 
J. T. ROllI80X, 8pecial. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Glen S. Bounson. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. (All prior endorsements 
guaranteQd.) Sep. 18, 1928. The l\lid
land National Bank. l\1idlan<l. Texas. 
R. :M. Barron, Cashier. 

Pay to the or<kr of any hank, banker 
or trust rnmpany. :--ep. l!l. I !128. (Pre-
vious P1tdorsL·me11t~ guara •1tt•ed.) The 
Continental Xation<.1 Bank, Fort 
\\" ortb, Texas. 

Receind payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 20, 1928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped ''l'aid" with st~ndl perfora
tion. 

No. 424. 
Austin, Texas, 9-IG-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of A. C. Caswell. $0.96 
Ninety·six ccn ts . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
S. Hotel. 
I Endorsed on back) : 
A. l'. Caswell. 
Pay to the order of 

tional Bank, Midland, 
Scharbauer, Inc. 

the First Na
Texas. Hotel 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. 8ep. 19, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth Kational Bank, Fort \Vorth, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. (All previous endorsements 
guaranteed.) Sept. 11:!, 1928. First 
National Bank, Midland, Texas. 

Paid. Austin ('J~arinl! Hom«'. Sep. 
20, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with swneil perfora
tion. 

No. 435. 
Austin, Texas, 9-16, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of E. W. Estes .. $1.92 
One and 92/100 ............. Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. E. W. Estes. 
W. M. Casey. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. ~O. 1928. Citi
zens National Bank. Odessa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any hank, banker 
or trust eompany. Oct. 31st, 1928. 
(Previous endorsements i;ruaranteed.) 
Fort Worth National Bank, Fort 
\Vorth, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
I, 1928. American Xational Bank. 

8tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

~o. 439. 
Austin, Texas, 9-16-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of H. E. Hill ... $7.68 
8even and 68,'IOO ............ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
H. E. Hill. 
Pay to the order of the First Na

tional Bank, :Midland, Texas. J. E. 
Hill. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust cotupany. Oct. 5, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
hanker. Oct. 4, 1928. First National 
Bank, Midland, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
6, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with swneil perfora
tion. 

No. 449. 
Austin, Texas, 9-16, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of Ora Mae 

Terry ........................ $9.60 
Nine and 60/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Oremae Terry. 
:Mrs. J. Frank Coffin. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. (Previous endorse
ments guaranteed.) Oc\. 19, 1928. Re
public National Bank and Trust Com
pany, Dallas, Texas. Successor to The 
Republic National Bank. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. (Prior endorse
ments guaranteed.) Oct. 20, 1928. San 
Antonio Branch l<'ederal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas, San Antonio, Texas. 

Pav to the order of any bank, banker 
or tr'ust companv. (All prior endorse
ments guaranteed.) Oc.t.. _ 16, 1928. 
Main Office J,os Angeles D1v1s1on. ~ank 
of Italy. National Trust an~ Savmgs 
A,"ociation, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Company. (All prior endorse
ments guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 1~28. 
Washington Commercial and Savmgs 
Bank, Venice, Calif. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 471. 
Austin, Texas, 9-16-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of J. F. Nevins.$13.75 
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Thirteen and 75/100 ........... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
J. F. Nevins. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. (All prio1· endorsements guar
anteed.) Sep. 24, 1928. Farmers and 
Merchants National Bank. W. R. Kee· 
ble, Cashier, Abilene, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
'Clearing House, Sep. 26, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

No. 479. 
Austin, Texas, 9·18·1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of J. N. 

Brooker .................... $173.13 
,One hundred seventy-three and 

13/100 ..................... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. N. Brooker. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Company, Sep. 20, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) The 
'Continental Nat'! Bank of Fort Worth, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Sep. 21, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 481. 
Austin, Texas, 9-18-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of J. N. 

Brooker -and Milano Land and 
Garden Company ............... $5.53 

Five and 53/100 ............... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
J. N. Brooker and Milano Land & 

Garden Co. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Company, Sep. 20, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsement guaranteed.) The 
Continental Nat'! Bank of Fort Worth, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Sep. 21, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No.--
Austin, Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of J. R. Hinkle .. $7.68 
Seven and 68/100 ............. Dollars 

Ref'd J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
J. R. Hinkle. 
H. W. Hinkle. 
Pay to the order of _any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Company. (Previous endorse
ments guaranteed.) Oct. 4, 1928. Dal
las National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. (All prior endorsements guar
anteed.) Oct. 3, 1928. The---
State Bank, Ppcos, Texas. Clarence 
Bell, Cashier. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 1, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. J. Sullivan for I. H. 

& Rosa Elder ................. $23.04 
Twenty-three and 04/100 ....... Dollars 

Ref'd J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. J. Sullivan for I. H. & Rosa Elder. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan-

sas City, Mo., or order, Oct. 13, 1928, 
National Stock Yards Nat'! Bank of 
National City, National Stockyards, Ill. 
R. D. Garvin, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or, 
Banker. (Prior endorsements guaran
teed.) Oct. 17, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 1928. 
Kansas City, Mo. Wheat, 
Cashier. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 1, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. J. Sullivan for R. C. 

Love ........................ $17.31 
Seventeen and 31/100 .......... Dollars 

Ref'd J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. J. Sullivan for R. C. Love. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan

sas City, Mo., or order National Stock 
Yards Nat'! Bank of National City, 
National Stockyards, Ill. R. D. Gar
vin, Cashier. Oct. 13, 1928. 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 
17, 1928. San Antonio Branch Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order, 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 
1928. Kansas City, Mo. --- Wheat, 
Cashier. 

Stamped "Paid" with .stencil perfora
tion. 
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Austin, Texas, 10-1-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. J. Sullivan for Stock-

ton Cattle Co. or order. . .. $39.0;) 
Thirty-nine and 05/100. . . . .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
0. J. Sullivan for Stockton Cattle Co. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan-

sas city, Mo .. or order. Kational Stock 
\'.ards Nat'! Bank of National City, Na
tional Stockyard•, Ill. R. D. Garvin, 
Cashier. Oct. 18, 1928. 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 
17, 1928. San Antonio Branch Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 
I !l28. Kansas City, Mo. --- Wheat 
Cashier. ' 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Oct. 1, 1928. 
TEX,\S BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to 0. J. Sullivan for Key-

stone Cattle Co. . ..... $119.53 
One hundred nineteen and 

53/100 ................ Dollars 
Ref'd. 

• T. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
O. J. Sullivan for Keystone Cattle Co. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan-

sas City, Mo., or order. National Stock 
Yar~s Nat'! Bank of National City, 
National Stockyards, Ill. R. D. Garvin, 
Cashier. Oct. 13, 1928. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 1.5, 
1928. Kansas City. Mo. --- Wheat. 
Cashier. 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 
17. 1928. San Antonio Branch Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas. Oct. l, 1928. 
TEXA8 BAKK & TRU8T COMP ANY. 
Pay to 0 .. T. Sullivan for Dela-

ware Mountain Ranch Co., or 
order ...................... $229.13 

Two hundred twenty-nine and 
13/100 ........... Dollars 
Ref'd J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. J. Sullivan· for Delaware Mt. R. Co. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan-

sas City, Mo., or order. National Stock 
"'.ards Nat'! Bank of National City, Na
t.10nal Stc,ckyards, Ill. R. D. Garvin, 
Cashier. Oct. 13, 1928. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 
1,928 .. Kansas City, Mo. --- Wheat, 
Casluer. 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements g:iutanteed.) Oct. 
17, 1!128. San Antonio Branch of Fed
era~ Reserve Bank of Dallas, San An
ton10, Texas. 

Stamped "Paici" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 343. 
Austin, Texas, 9-14, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of W. W. 

Brookfield ................... $13.44 
Thirteen and 44/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. W. Brookfield. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Company, Oct. 10, 1928. (Pre
nous endorsements guaranteed.) First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Oct. 
13, 1928. American National Bank. 

St.amped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion . 

Austin, Texas, 10-1-1928. 
TEXAS BA:-<K & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to 0. ,J. Sullivan for C. N. 

Stanton, Trustee, or order ..... $19.20 
Nineteen and 20/100 ........... Dollars 

Ref'd. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
0. J. Sullivan for C. N. Stanton, 

Trustee. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan

sas City, Mo., or order. National Stock 
Yards Nat'! Bank of National City, Na
tional Stockyards, Ill. R. D. Garvin, 
Cashier. Oct. 13, 1928. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prior 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 
1928. Kansas City, Mo. --- Wheat, 
Cashier. · 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 
17. 1928. San Antonio Branch of Fed
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas, San An
tonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, 10-1-1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to 0. J. Sullivan for Odessa 
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Ranch Co., or order ........... $74.53 
Seventy-four and 53/100 ....... Dollars 

Ref'd. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
O. J. Sullivan for Odessa ·Ranch Co. 
Pay Commerce Trust Company, Kan-

sas City, Mo., or order. National Stock 
Yards Nat'! Bank of National City, Na
tional Stockyards, Ill. R. D. Gavin, 
Cashier, Oct. 13, 1928. 
. Pay to any Bank or Banker or order. 
Commerce Trust Company. (All prioi· 
endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 15, 
1928. Kansas City, Mo. --- Wheat, 
Cashier. 

Pay to order of any Bank or Banker. 
(Prior endorsements guaranteed.) Oct. 
17, 1928. San Antonio Branch of Fed
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas, San An
tonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-
tion. · 

Austin, Texas, Nov. 30, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Florence R. Ken· 

dall ........................ $23.78 
Twenty-three and 78/100 ....... Dollars 

Ref'd. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Mrs. Florence R. Randall. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. (Prior endorsements guaran
teed.) Dec. 7, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Received credit through District 
Clearing House at. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas, Dec. 5, 1928. (Prior 
endorsements guaranteed.} First Na
tional Bank, Paris, Texas. 

Pay to the .order of any Bank or 
Banker. (Prior endorsements guaran
teed.) Dec. 6, 1928. Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 29. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 5, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to T. N. McKenzie or order .. $67.20 
Sixty-seven and 20/100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
T. N. McKenzie. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Company. (Previous endorse
ments guaranteed.) Sep. 17, 1928. First 
National Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 

Pay to tbe order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Company, Sep. 19, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sep. 
20, 1928. American Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 5, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Frank E. Perry or order. $40.53' 
Forty and 53/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): · 
Frank E. Perry. 
Fort Stockton Pharmacy, Fort Stock

ton, Texas. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. (Previous endorsements 
guaranteed.) Sep. 7, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker· 
or Trust Company, Sept. IO, 1928. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth. 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sep. 
11, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 34. 
Austin, Texas, 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY •. 
Pay to Mrs. Annie Riggs, or 

order ........................ $1.32 
One and 32/100 ................ Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Cr. A/C Mrs. Annie Riggs. 
Pay to tbe order of any Bank, Banker

or Trust Company. (Previous endorse
ments guaranteed.) Sept. 14, 1928. First. 
National Bank, Fort Stockton, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Company, Sept. 17, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sept. 
18, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 35-16730. 
Austin, Texas, 9-6, 192!t. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY_ 
Pay to Tom Riggs or order ...... $14.88: 
Fourteen and 88/100 ........... Dollars. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Tom Riggs. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker

or Trust Company, Sept. 8, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
Central National Bank, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 



~o HOUSE .JO URN AL. 

or trust company. All prior enrlorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. ll, 192S. PPcos 
:County State Bank, Fort Stockton, 
Texas. 

Paid. Anstin Clearin1! Housl'. Sep. 
10, 1928. American Knt"l Bank. 

Stamped ··Paid" with stl'11<·il perfora
tion. 

Ko. :rn. lti731 
Austin, Texa", Sept. 6, l 92S. 

TEXAS IlAKK & TRUST COMP AKY. 
Pay to Mr. \Y. M. Higgs, or order. $.96 
Ninety-six ,.,.,,fs .... Dollars 

• T. T. HOBTSON, Special. 
( Endorse1l on baek) : 

Mrs. H. W'. Riggs. 
Tom Riggs. 
Pay to thP ordPr of anr hank, hanker 

or tru~t eompnny. All prinr endor~e
ments guaranteed. Sept. (i. 1928. 
Pecos Countv State Bank. Fort Stock
ton. Tl'XH~. ' 

Pay to tllf' onler of any hank, hanker 
or trust ('ompany. HPpt. 8, 1H:!8. Pre
viou~ enllor~C'IDPnt:-; g:uarantt•rcl. The 
Central Kational B~nk, :->an Angt•lo, 
Texas. 

Paid. Au,tin ('lea ring House. Sept. 
10, l92S. American National B.rnk. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 48. 
Au"tin, Texas. Sept. G. ! 92l-I. 

TEXAS BAKK & TRUST COMPANY. 
l'ay to J. ,J. Allen, or order .... $G.30 

¢.John Perkins. 
Six and 30/100 ......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
Jack Allt•n. Tax CollPl'tor. Crane. 

,-ex a!;. 
Pay to the ortler of any bank, hanker 

<>r trust company. Sep. 25, 1928. Pre
vious Pndorseml'nts gnaranteC'd. Cit i· 
zens National Dank, Odessa, Texas. 

Pay to tlw ordN of any hank. hanker 
or trust company. Rept. 2G. 1928. Pre
viou~ enclonoen1P11ts guaranh·rcl. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Anstin Clearing- Hou~e. Hep. 
'27, 192R. American National Tiank. 

Rtampl'd "Paid" with stencil p1•rfora
tion. 

No. 49. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 13, 1928. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Oct. 1:;, 1928. City 
National Bank. Ran Antonio, Texas. A. 
G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment throuah Austin 
Clearing House. Oc·t. 16, l928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

No. 52. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928 . 

Pay to Mrs. Eula C. Brown, or 
order . . . ................... $42.24 

Forty-two and 24/100 _ ...... Dollars 
¢ .John l'<'I'kins. 

.J. T. ROBH50N, Special. 
( Entlurspd 011 Lack) : 
Mrs. Eula C. Brow11. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust eumpauy. Sept. If>, 1928. 
Prior endorse1ucnts guaranteed. First 
National Bank. Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the ort.ler of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 17, 1928. 
Previous endorsements cruaranteed, 
Frost Natioual Bank, Sa; Antonio 
Texas. ' 

8tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 53. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRU8T COMPANY. 
Pay to J. L. Crawford ¢ Jno. 

Perkins .. $24.9!1 
Twentv-four and 9G/IOU .... Dollars 

• .J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
( Endorset.l 011 ha1·k) : 
Cr. A!C J. l'. Crawford. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company, Sep. 11, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
Kational Bank. Alpine, Texas. 

Pay lo the order of any bank, banker 
or .trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. 12, 1928. City 
Kational Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 
A. G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Heceived payment. Austin Clearing 
House. Sep. 13, 1928. The Austin 
National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Au"tin, Texas, S<"pt. 6, l!lZK. No. 56. 
Pay to G. M. Benson. ¢ .John Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

l'Prkins .... $11.!\2 TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Eleven and ii2, 100 . Dollars Pay to Jas. E. Dodderidge ¢ Jno . 

. J. T. HOBISON, Special. Perkins, or order ..... _ ..... $11.33 
(Endorsed on hack) : Eleven and 33/ lOO ... - ........ Dollars 

G. M. Benson. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on back): 
Jas. E. Doddridge. . 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. l'.lep. 11, 1928. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Frost National Bank, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Received payment. Austin Clearing 
House. Sept. 14, 1928. The Austin Na
tional Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 60. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to C. Givins, or order ...... $19.20 
Nineteen and 20/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. P. Henson. C. Givins. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 14, 1928. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 15, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Frost 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. 17, 1928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 62. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to G. N. Graddy ¢ Jno. Per-

kins or order ................ $3.01 
Three and 01/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
G. N. Graddy, 
F. M. Howry, Finan. Secy. L. U. No. 

60 I. B. E. W., 933 Burnet Street, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Dec. 14, 1928. 
Guaranty State Bank. Alex. P. Vil
laret, Cashier, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 63. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Earl Green ¢ Jno. Per-

kins ......................... $17.28 

Seventeen and 28/100 ......... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Earl Green. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. San 
Angelo National Bank, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
15, 1928. American National Bank. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to Mrs. Hallie E. Bowen, or 

order ....................... 96/100 
Ninety-six cents 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Texas Bank & Trust 'Company, Aus-

tin, Texas. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Mrs. Hallie E. Bowen. 
J. E. Bowen. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company: All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. 
First National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
18, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to Dr. Hugh W. C1·ouse, or 

order ....................... $12.81 
Twelve & 81/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus-

tin, Texas. 
No Pro. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay The First National Bank, El 

Paso, Texas, or order. H. W. Crouse. 
Pay .to any bank, banker or trust 

company. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 18, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
20, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped ·'Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to E. F. Cameron, 413-17 
Caples Bldg., or order ......... $3.84 

Three & 84/100 .............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

Texas Ba.nk & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
E. F. Cameron, 

413-17 Caples Bldg., 
M. Scahrough. 
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Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guarant<'t'<I. Sep. 15. 1928. 
First National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. 8ep. 
18, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRl'8T COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texa•. 8ept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to W. B. Gray & T. P. 8harp, 
or order ..... $1. 02 

One & O:UlOO .... Dollars 
J. T. RORISON, Special. 

Texas Bank & Tru•t Company. Aus-
tin, Texae. 

No Pro. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
W. TI. Gray, T. P. Sharp 
E. \Y. Earl. Trustee. 
Pay to the order of anv hank. banker 

or tru•t Co. All previou; endorsements 
guaranteed. Dec. 14, l 928. State Na
tional Rank, El Paso. Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
17. 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to Jos. J. Knox, or order ... $66.34 
Sixty-six & 34/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
Texas Bank & Trust. Company, Aus-

tin, Texas. 
Jos. J. Knox. 
( Endorsed on back) : 
Pay .to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sep. 13, 1928. El 
Paso National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sep. lli, 1928. The 
Austin National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXA8 BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Austin. Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to S. W. Moore, or order .... $5. 70 
J. T. ROBISON. Special. 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin. Texas. 

El Paso National Bank, S<'pt. 31, 
1928. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
S. W. Moore. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sep. 13, J!l28. El 
Paso National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Sept. 15, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. Lora B. Pence 
W. W. Pence 
Pay to the order of any Bank. Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsement~ 
guaranteed. Sep. 18, 1928. First Na 
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Teller, Sep. 17, 1928. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sep 

20, 1928. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to J. E. Quaid or order ..... $40.40 
Forty and 40/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus-

tin, Texas. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. E. Quaid. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All prior endorsements 
iruaranteed. Sep. 14, 1928. El Paso 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House, Sep. 17, 1928. The 
Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Austin, Texas. Sept. 11, 1928. 
Pay to Grover C. Smith or order ... $2.01 
Two and 01/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
( Endorsed on back) : 
Grover C. Smith. 
.T. H. Smith. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Nov. 17, 1928. All pre
l"ious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
H. W. McAbee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Nov. 19, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dailas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Nov. 21, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to Ed Vickers or order ....... $1.91! 
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One and 92/100 ............... Dollarp 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of The First Na· 

tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. Vickers 
Ho-Maid Salad Dressing Co. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 14, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
17, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped ''Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to Miss Minnie Vickers or 
order ........................ $1.92 

One and 92/100 ...•............ Dollars 
No Pro. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Teller, Sep. 12, 1928. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Minnie Vickers. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
g11aranteed. Sep. 13, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
15, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 11, 1928. 

Pay to Elizabeth Whitaker or 
order ........................ $5. 76 

Five and 76/100 ............... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

'feller, Sep. 14, 1928. 
(Endorsed on _back): 
Elizabeth Whitaker. 
E. M. Whitaker. 
Pay to the order of any ·Bank, BankeT 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsemenb 
guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
18, 1928. The Austin Nat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

guaranteed. Dec. 14, 1928. First Na· 
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Dec. 
17, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 12, 1928. 

Pay to J. E. Bowen or order ...... $9.30 
Nine and 30/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
Teller. Sep. 15, 1928. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. First Na· 
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

J. E. Bowen. 
Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 

18, 1928. American National Bank. 
Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora 

tion. · 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 13, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. Jennie Breeding or 
order ........................ $6.12 

Six and 12/100 ................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Jennie Breeding. 
Pay to the order of State National 

Bank, El Paso, Texas. Sep. 17, 1928. 
All prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Fabens, Texas. · 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Sep. 18, 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. WI. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 18, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of First National 
Bank, Fabens, Texas. Palmer's Drug 
Store. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
(Duplicate.) 

Austin, Texas, 9-12-1928. 
Pay to G. 0. Ellsworth, care E. 

W. Earl, or order .............. $1.0i? 
One and 02/100 ................ Dollars 

No Pro. J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
G. 0. Ellsworth. 
E. W. Earl, Trustee. 
Teller. Dec. 13, 192&. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 13, 1928. 
Pay to L. V. Carroll or order ... $19.20 
Nineteen and 20/100 ........... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
L. V. Carroll. 
Pay to the order of any Bank or 

Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 15, 1928. Sierra Blanco 
State Bank, Sierra Blanco, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federal Reserve 
Bank. Sep. 17, 1928. All prior en-



94 HOUSE JOUHNAL. 

dorsements guaranteed. City National 
Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. Sept. 18. 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil pcrforn· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas. Sept. 13, 1928. 

Pay to ,Tno. L. Dodson or order. $1.i,(ij 
Fiftc<•n and Iii 100. . ........ Dollars 

.r. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
.Jno. L. Dodson. 
Pav to the order of The Securit\· 

Rtat~ Bank of Pecos. Texas. Fred \\'. 
Clark. 

Pav to the order of any Bank or 
Rank.er. All prerious endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 29. 1928. The Sec\ll·· 
ity State Bank, Pecos. Texas. Clarence 
Rell. Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank. Banker 
or Trust Co. Pre,·ious endorsements 
g-uaranteed. Oct. I, 1928. Dallas Na
t ion a I Bank. Dalla•, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
• Banker. Prior endorsements guaran-

teed. Oct. 2. 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
Ran Antonio. Texas. 

Rtamped "Pa icl" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BAXI\. & TRURT COMPANY. 
Austin. Texas, Rept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J. W. Espy or order. . .$13.!ifi 
Thirteen and 50/100. . . Dollars 

No Pro. J. T. ROBISON, 8pecial. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

.T. W. Espy. 
Pay to the order of an~· Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
g-uaranteed. Sep. 17, 1928. Fort Davis 
State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Sep. 19, 1928. All pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State Kational Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 19, 1928. El Paso Branrh 
Federal Reser\'e Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 21, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BAXK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J. C. Fisher or order ...... $4.69 
Four and 69/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. C. Fisher. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 28, 1928. Fort Davis 
State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 1, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Oct. 1, 1928. AU previou11 
endorsements guaranteed. The State 
Xational Bank, El Paso, Texas. R. W. 
~lcAfee. V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. Oct. 3, 1928. San Antonia 
Branch Federal Resen·e Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio. Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to E. H. Fowlkes, or order ... $3.84 
Three and 84/100 .............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
E. H. Fowlkes. 
W. D. Bloys. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 20. 1928. Fort Davis 
State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Sep. 22, 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. :McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 22, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reser\'e Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 24, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Da!Jas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pav to W. 0. Grubb or order ... $36.48 
Thirty-six and 48/100 .......... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
No Pro. 
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(Endorsed on back): 
w;. 0. Grubb. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous e.ndorsements 
guaranteed. Sep. 19, 1928. Fort Davis 
State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Hanker 
or Trust Co. Sep. 21, 1928. All pre
''ious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 21, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El Paso, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to B. H. & Geo. M. Grier-
son or order ................... $1.56 

One and 56/100 ................ Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special.. 

(Endorsed on back): 
B. H. & Geo. M. Grierson. 
Pay to any Bank, Banker or Trust Co. 

Jan. 9, 1929. All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. Marfa State Bank, Marfa, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order, of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranteed. Jan. 10, 1929. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Jan. 
12, 1929. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.
tion. ... 
TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 

Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 
Pay to Gleim & Espy or order ... $3.84 
Three and 84/100 ............. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Gleim & Espy. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. All previous endorsements 
guaranted. Sep. 17, 1928. Fort Davis 
State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Sep. 19, 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 19, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to any Bank or Banker. Prior 
endorsements guaranteed. Sep. 21, 1928. 
San Antonio Branch Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to C. V. Matthews or order .. $14.84 
Fourteen and 84/100 ........... Dollars 

N. P. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
C. V. Matthews. 
By Louise Matthews. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dec. 19, 1928. Prior 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to .the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Dec. 21, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Frost 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J. W. McElroy, or order .. $5.76 
Five & 76/100 ... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special, 
No-Pro. 
(Endorsed on back): 
J. W. McElroy. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. 22, 1928. 
For.t Davis State Bank, Fort Davis,. 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 24, 1928. El Paso Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 24, 1928. AU 
previous endorsements guaranteed. 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas,. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran-· 
teed. Sep. 26, 1928. San Antoni()· 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dal-· 
las, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora-· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texa-s, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to B. B. Mccutcheon & Bro. 
B. B. Mccutcheon and W. W. 
Mccutcheon, or order . . . . . .. $40.97 

Forty & 97I100 ...........•.. Dollars. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
B. B. McCutcheon & Bro. 
B. B. McCutcheon and W. W. Me-

Cutcheon. By B. B. Mccutcheon. 
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Ptty to the order of The State Na-
1:ional Bank, Alpine, Texas. Holland 
.Coffee Shop. 

Pay to any bank, hanker or trust 
oeompany. Oct. l:J, 19:!8. Previous en
dorsement• guaranteed. State Na
tional Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay t-0 tbe order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments l(Uaranteed. Oct. 15, 1928. City 
National Bank, 8an Antonio, Tex., A. 
G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment through Austin 
Clearing House. Oct. 16, 1928. The 
.Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J. C. Prude & Co., or 
order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... $5.46 

Five & 46/100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

No-Pro. 
(Endorsed on back): 

.J. C. Prude & Co. 
'W. D. Bloys. 
!Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en· 
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. 20, 1928. 
Fort Davis State Bank, Fort Davis, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 22, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank. El Paso, Texas, 
R. \V. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
Jbanker. Prior ~ndorsemente guaran
tteed. Sep. 22, 1928. El Paso Branch, 
'Federal &!serve Bank of Dallas, El 
J>aso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
·banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. Sep. 24, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dal
las, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora.· 
t.ion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRl'ST COMPANY. 
Austin. Texas. Sept. 14. 1928. 

Pay to Mac H. Sproul. or order .. $1.92 
·()ne & 9Z/100 .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Mac H. Sproul. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en· 
dorsements guaranteed. Oct. 2, 1928. 
Fort Davis State Bank, Fort Davis, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
"°r trust company. Oct. 4. 1928. Pre-

vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas, 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 4, 1928. El Paso Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 6, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank, San 
Ant-Onio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
ti@n. 

TEXAS RANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Jose Salcido, c/o W. D. 
Bloys, or order ................ $3.84 

Three & 8 4/ l 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Do Ha.rs 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Jose Salcido, 

. By W. D. Bloys 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. 17, 1928. 
Fort Davis State Bank, Fort Davis, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 19, 1928. All 
previous endorsementS guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Pa.so, Texas, 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Ca.shier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 19, 1928. El Paso Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Pay· t-0 the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 21, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank, San An
tonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to C. C. Boyd, or order .... $11.16 
Eleven & lG / 100 .............. Dollars 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
C. C. Boyd. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker , 

or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. 
Toyah Valley State Bank, Sa.lmonmeka, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 18, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. 
Fort Worth National Bank, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 
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Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
19, 1928. The Austin Nat'! Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with ~tencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. J. L. Moore, or 
order ........................ $23.04 

Twenty-three & 04/100 ........ Dollars 
· J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on ha.ck): 
Mrs. J. L. Moore. . 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. 
Toyah Va.Hey State Bank, Salmonmeka, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any ba.nk, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 18, 1928. (Pre
vious endot'sements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
19, 1928. The Austin Nat'l Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J, T. Moore, or order ..... $3.51 
Three & 51/100 .............. Dollan 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Pa.y to 
State Treasurer 
J. T. Robison, 
Commissioner General Land Office. 

For collection Oct. 25, 1928, W. 
Gregory Hatcher, State Treasurer of 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Jas. H. Walker, or order .. $7.10 
:Seven & 10/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Jas. H. Walker. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

• ·or trust company. All prior endoree
ments guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. 
Toyah Valley State Bank, Salmonmeka, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of a.ny bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 18, 1928. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austh Clearing House. Sept. 
19, 1928. The American National 
Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to C. G . .Carmack; or order .. $5.34 
Five & 34/100 ................ Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
C. G. Carmack. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Sep. 15, 1928. 
Fort Davis State Bank, Fort Davis, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 17, 1928. (All 
previous endorsements guaranteed.) 
The State Nations.I Bank, El Paso, 
Texas, R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 17, 1928. El Paso Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Tex. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sep. 19, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dal
las, San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. W. E. Gould, or 
order ......................... $8.64 

Eight & 64/ l 00 .............. Dollars 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. W. E. Gould. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. (All prior endorse
ments guaranteed.) Sep. 19, 1928. 
Toyah Valley State Bank, Salmonmeka, 
Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sep. 22, 1928. (Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
24, 1928. American National Bank. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY . 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to A. W. Hosie, or order .... $7.43 
Seven & 43/100 ............... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. A. W. Hosie. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 10, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Citi
zt''ns State Bank, Quanah, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
•jon. 
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TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPA.i'l'Y. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to W. L. Kingston, .Jr., or 
order . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ...... $!;.24 

Five & 24/100 ... Dollars 
J. T. ROBISO:S-, Special. 

(Endorsed on bad<) : 
W. L. Kingston. 
Balmonkia Drug Co. 
Pay to the order of any hank, banker 

or trust company. (All prior endorse
ments guarankc•d.) t-l•·p. 15, 1928. 
Toyah \'al!Py Slate Bank, Salmonmeka, 
Texas. 

l'ay to the order of any bank, banker 
or tru't eompany. Sep. 18, 1928. (All 
prior <>n1lorsc111<·11ts guaranteed.) Fort 
\\'orth Xalional Bank, Fort \Yorth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sep. 
l!l. 19'.!S. Anwrican Kational Bank. 

Sta1111wd ''Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

TEXAS RAXK & TRl.RT CO:MPAXY. 
.\ustin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to A. A. Kingston. or onler .ij;3.36 
Tl.ree & 36/100 . . . . . . . . Dollars 

.r. T. ROB!SOX, Special. 
(Endorsed on b:u·k) : 

..:\. L. King:.-ton. 
Phantom Lak<' l'amp. 
Pay to tlw onkr of any hank. bankt'r 

or trust company. (All prior endorse
ment" guaranteed.) ~o,·. 26, 1928. 
Toyah \'alley State Bank, Salmonmeka, 
Texas. 

l'a~· to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. NoY. 28, 1928. (Pre
vious cn<lorsements guaranteed.) Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort \Yorth. 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. '1-fov. 
30. 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Ko. 119. 
Austin, Texa,, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pav to :Mrs. Annie Childers or 
~rcler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $9.60 

~ ine & 60; 100 ................ Dollars 
TPxas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

t in, Texas. 
.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. Annie Childers. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 4, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. Marfa 
State Bank. Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Oct. 8, 1928. First 
Kational Bank. El Paso, Texas. 

l'aid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
10, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 230. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to I. V. Mc Elroy or order ... $8.56 
Eight & 56/100 ............... Dollars 
. Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
-T. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
I. V. McElernv. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 18, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Citi
zens State Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 232. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to F.. G. McAdoo or order .. $28.81} 
Twenty-Eight and 80/100 ...... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Austin, 
Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
E. G. McAdoo . 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

hanker. All endorsements guaranteed. 
Sept. 14, 1928. Sierra Blanca State 
flank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federal Reserve 
Bank, Sept. 17, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. City National 
Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. All prior endorsements guar
anteed. San Antonio Branch, Federal 
Re•erve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

8tamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 122. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Amy Pool Greenwood, 
H .• \I. Greenwood, Milclred Bur
ton Po• J, Mrs. F. M. Pool, care 
K. C. Miller, or orde1· ......... $8.96 

Eight ~nd 96/100 .............. Dollars 
Texas Bunk & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texnf:. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Amy Pool Greenwood. 
H. M. Greenwood. 
Jliildred B. Pool. 
Mr~. F. M. Pool. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trnst Co. Sept. 17, 1928. Marfa. 
State nank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
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or Trust Co. Sept. 19, 1928. First Na
tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
21, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 124. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to H. B. Holmes or order .. $28.80 
Twenty-eight and 80/100 ....... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 

H. B. Holmes. 
R. E. L. Adam. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Oct. 17, 1928. Previous 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Oct. 18, 1928. Previous 
endorsements guaranteed. Seguin State 
Bank & Trust Co., Seguin, Texas. 

Paid through Austin Clearing House. 
Oct. 19, 1928. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 131. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to H. H. Kilpatrick or order .. $3.84 
Three and 84/100 .......... - ... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Speciai. 
(Endorsed on back): 
H. H. Kilpatrick. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Sept. 17, 1928. All prior 
endorsements guaranteed. Marfa State 
Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Sept. 17, 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sept. 
21, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 132. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. Mollie Knight or 
order ....................... $17 .28 

Seventeen and 28/100 .......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. · 

(Endorsed oil back): 
Mrs. Mollie Knight. 
Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 

or Trust Co. Oct. 11, 1928. All prior 

endorsements guaranteed. Marfa State 
Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust Co. Oct. 13, · 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
16, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 136. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Dixie Pool McGee or 
order ....................... $13.65· 

Thirteen and 65/100 ............ Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Dixie Pool McGee. 
Pay to the order of State National 

Bank, El Paso, Texas. Oct. 19, 1928. 
All prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Fabens, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any Bank, Banker 
or Trust ·co. Oct. 20, 1928. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. The 
State Na-tional Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any Bank or 
Banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 20, 1928. El Paso Branch 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 137. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to R. W. McGee or order .... $11.52 
Eleven and 52/100 ............ Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trnst Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of State National 

Bank, El Paso, Texas. Oct. 19, 1928. 
All prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Fabens, Te:x:as. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct~ 20, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Oct. 20, 1928. El Paso Branch, Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas, El Paso, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 150. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to M. D. Sutherlin, Est-% 
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Grover M. Sutherlin, Ind. Exec. 
or order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .24 

Twenty-four cents ............ Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. HOBISON, Special. 

( Endorsemcn t on back) : 
G. M. Sutherlin. 
Executor of the Estate of M. D. Suth-

erlin. 
Rommey Bins. 
Eugene Rommy. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. All prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sept. 20, 1928. The Bank of 
Safford, Dunean Branch, Duncan, Ari
zona. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 22, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sept. 
25, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 149. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pav to G. N. Sutherlin or order .. $14.94 
Fourteen and 94/100 ......... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
G. M. Sutherlin. 
Rommy Bros. 
Eugene Rommy. 
Pay to the order of any hank or 

banker. Sept. 20, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. The Bank of 
Safford, Duncan Branch, Duncan, Ari
zona. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 22, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
25, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paicl" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 143. 
Austin, Texas. Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to John A. Pool, Sr. 
or orcler . . . . . . . . . . $13.44 

Thirteen ancl 44 '100 .......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on hack) : 
J. A. Pool, Sr. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 13, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. Marfa 
State Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 15, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

Paid. Austin. Clearing House. Oct. 
17, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "paid" with perforated sten
cil. 

No. 141. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to T. T. Neill or order ...... $37.93 
Thirty Seven and 93/100 ...... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
T. T. Neill. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 28, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
AmL•riea.n National Bank, Silver City, 
New Mexico. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 29, 1928. All 
previous endorsements. guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Oct. l, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with perforated 
stencil. 

No. 160. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. C. L. Bell or order .... $4.71 
Four and 71/100 .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

.J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
:Mrs. C. L. Bell. 
Pay to the order of Fort Davis State 

Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. Valentine 
Market. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 25, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Davis State Bank, Fort Davis, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 27, 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 
R. W. McAfee, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Sept. 29, 1928. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 
federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 163. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Ford & Clarence Bell, 
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or order .................... $2~.32 
Twenty-two and 32/100 ....... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
~in, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 
Bell Bros. 
By C. L. Bell. 
Foro:J, & Clarence Bell. 
Pay to the order of The Marfa Na

tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 27, 1928. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 28, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
29, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 165. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Rube M. Evans or order .. $40.03 
Forty and 03/100 ............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) -: 
Rube M. Evans. 
Pay to the order of 'ltny bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 8, 1928. All 
prior endorsements giiaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas: 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 10, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
11, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 166. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Mrs. C. W. Evans, % 
M. Evans or order ........... $32.55 

Thirty-two and 55 /100 ........ Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. G. W. Evans. 
Pay to the order of The Marfa Na

tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentin 
Trading Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 15, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 
. Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 17, 1928. Pre-

vious endorsements guaranteed. ·Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
18, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 169. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Maggie E. Means or order .. $6.25 
Six and 25/100 ............... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

Maggie E. Means. 
Pay to the order of the Marfa Na

tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 14, 1928. Pre
vious enaorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
Natiohal Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House, Sept. 
15 1928. American National Bank. 

'stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 170. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to R. L. Means or order ...... $9.60 
Nine and 60/100 .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Endorsed on back): 

J,. L. Means. · 
R. L. Means. 
Pay to the order of The Marfa Na

tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 14, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust cpmpany. Sept. 15, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin (Hearing House. Sept. 
17 1928. ·American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 171. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to R. L. Alfred and Margaret 
E. Means or order ............ $19.20 

Nineteen and 20/100 .......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, 'rexas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on back) : 
R. L. Means. 
Alfred E. Means. 
Maggie E. Means. 
Pay to the order of The Marfa Na· 

tional Bank, Marfa Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. ' 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or. trust company. Sept. 13, 192B. All 
pnor endorsements guaranteed. The 
.Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay lo the order of an~· hank, banker 
or trust company. :'il'pt. l:l, 192B. All 
prior endorsem1·nts guaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank. :Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the onh·r of any bank. banker 
or trnst rompa11~-. Sept. 14, l!J2B. Pre
vious Pudorspm1·nts guaranteed. Alamo 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

_l'aicl. Anstin Clearing Hou;;e. Sept. 
L>, l!J~8. Amcril'an Xational Bank. 

Stampecl "Paid" with ste1wil pcrfora· 
ti on. 

No. 172. 
Au,lin, Texas. Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to W. A. Means or order .... $'A.BB 
Two and BB/ I 00 .............. Dollars 

. Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
trn, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
W. A. Means. 

. Pay to the order of the Marfa Na· 
tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, bank<>r 
or. trust company. Ort. II, 1928. All 
pnor endorsements guaranteed. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
o: trust company. Ort. 13, l!J2B. Pre
nou.s endorsements gnaranteed. Alamo 
Nati~nal Bank. San Antonio, Texas. 

Patd. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
15, l!J28. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Pa.id" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 173. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 192B. 

Pay to Will A. Means or order ... $~.82 
Tow and 82/100 .............. Dollars 

. Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special 
( Endorsed on hack) : . 
Will .·\. Mean;;. 

. Pay to the onler of the Marfa Na
t10nal Bank, Marfa, Texas. Valentine 
Trading Co. 

l'ay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. II, 1928. The 
l\Iarfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 
All prior endorsements guaranteed. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
o~ trust company. Oct. 13, 192B. Pre
nou_s endorsements guaranteed. Alamo 
Nat10nal Bank, San Antonio Texas. 

l'aid. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
15, 1928. American National Bank. 
. Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora

tion. 

No. !BB. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928 . 

l'ay to Mrs. D. B. Jackson or 
order ........................ $1.85 

One and B5/100 .............. Dollars 
. Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Mrs. D. B. Jackson. 
Morris Meat Market Van Horn, 

Texas. C. A. Morris. ' 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 21, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Van 
Horn State Bank, Van Horn, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. AH previous en
dorsements guaranteed. Sept. 22, 1928. 
The State National Bank, El Paso, 
Texas. R W. McAfce, V. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any banker, bank 
or trust company. Sept. 22, 1928. 
Prior endorsl'ments guaranteeed. El 
Paso Branch, Fedefal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas, El Paso, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any hank or 
banker. Sept. 24, 1928. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas San 
Antonio, Texas. ' 

Rtampecl "Paicl" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 194. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to R. L. Mathers or order .. $34.97 
Thirty-four . . . . . . . .... Do!lars 
. Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tu1, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
L. R. Mathers. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Prior endorsements guaran· 
teed. Oct. 2, 192B. Sierra Blanca 
State Bank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federal Reserve 
!lank. Oct. 3, 1928. AH prior endorse
ments guaranteed. City National Bank, 
Ila llas, Texas . 

Stumped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 200. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pa.y to C. A. Norton ¢ Benton T. 
Wi!Ham or order ............ $1.92 
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One and 92/100 .............. D<>llars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus-

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
C. A. Norton. 
Pay to the order of Sierra Blanca 

{>tate Bank, Blanca Drug Company, 
;Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order <>f Federal Reserve 
Bank. All prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sept .. 15, 1928. City National 
Bank, DalJJas, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 201. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 10:!8. 

Pay to H. W. Reynolds & Son or 
order ....................... $46.29 

Forty-six and 29/100 ......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
H. W. Reynolds & Sons. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

'Or trust company. Prior endorsements 
:guaranteed. Sept. 24, 1928. Sierra 
Blanca State Bank, Sierra Blanca, 
"Texas. 

Pay t<> the order of the Federal Re
oServe Bank. Sept. 25, 1928. AIJ prior 
endorsements guaranteed. City Na· 
tional Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
·banker. Sept. 26, 1928. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 209. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to J. A. Guerra or order .... $3.84 
"Three and 84/100 ............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus· 
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on hack): 
J. A. Guerra. 
Pay to the <>rder of any hank or 

banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sept. 14, 1928. Sierra Blanca 
State Bank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federal Reserv~ 
Bank. Sept. 17, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. City National 
Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any hank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Sept. 18, 1928. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dal
las, .San Antoni<>, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
~ion. 

No. 210. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to J. C. Honeycutt or order .. $21.35 
Twenty-one and 35/100 ....... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. C. Honeycutt. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Sept. 12, 1928. Sierra Blanca State 
Bank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federal Reserve 
Bank. Sept. 14, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. City National 
Bank. Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Sept. 15, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. San Antonio 
Branch, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 217. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to Sierra Blanca State Bank 
or order .................... $29.98 

Twenty-Nine and 98/100 ...... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company. Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back ) : 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

banker. Sept. 11, 1928. Prior end<>rse· 
ments guaranteed. Sierra Blanca State 
Bank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

. Pay to order of Federal Reserve Bank. 
Sept. 13, 1928. All prior endorsements 
guaranteed. City National Bank, Dal
las, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any hank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Sept. 14, 1928. San Antoni<> Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

N<>. 218. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to W. M. Ward or order ..... $25.29 
Twenty-five and 29/100 ........ Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed <>n back) : 
W. M. Ward. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 11, 1928. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. Van 
Horn State Bank, Van Horn, Texas. 
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Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept: 12. 1928. All 
previous endorsements guaranteed. The 
State National Bank, El l'nso, Texas. 
R. W. llkAft•e, \'. P. & Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any hank, hanker 
of trust company. Prior Pndorsements 
guaranteed. Sept. 13. 192S. El Paso 
Branch, Federal Heserve Bank of Dallas, 
El Paso, Texas. 

8tamped "Paid" with stl'11«il perfora
tion. 

Ko. 219. 
Austin. T<•xas. Sept. 9. 1928. 

Pay to C. Wood or ordt•r . $5.76 
Five nnd 7li 'JOO . Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus· 
tin, Texas. 

.J. T. ROBlSOX. Speeial. 
(Endorsed on hark) : 
C. Wood. 
Pay to thr ordrr of any hank or 

hanker. Sept. 13. lll28. Prior endorse· 
men ts J?liaran teed. Sierra Blanra State 
Bank. Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pav to the order of Federal Hesen·e 
Bank'. Sept. 15. 1928. All prior en· 
dorsrments guaranteed. City Xational 
Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Stamped "Pnid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Ko. 223. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 9, 1928. 

Pay to .T. V. lllr Adoo or order. $2;i.38 
Twenty-five and 38 '100 . Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Compan~', Aus
tin. Texas. 

.T. T. ROBIROX. Spe<'ial. 
(Endorsed on hark) : 
.J. \'. ClkAdoo. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

hanker. .Tan. Iii, 1929. Prior endorse· 
m•nts guaranterd. Sierra Blanrn State 
Bank. Rierra Blanca, Texas. 

Pay to the order of Federnl Resene 
Bank. .Jan. Ii. 19:W. All prior enrlorse
ment• J?11aranteed. C'ity National Bank. 
Dallas. Texas. 

Pav to the order of nnv bank or 
bank~r. .Jan. lR. lll29. Pri

0

or endorse
ments guarantee<!. Rnn Antonio Branrh. 
Federal Re•erw Bank of Dalla•. San 
Antonio. Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

No. 224. 
Austin. Texas. Rept. 9, 1928. 

Pav to N. B. lllelton or order ... $137.38 
(h1~· Hnndrc>cl Tliirt\"-~t'\1'11 aiul 

38 1100 . . · . _. Dollars 
Texas Bank & Tn"t <'ompany. Au•

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBl"OX. Sp<'<'ial. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
For deposit in Cirde Branch Acct. 

\\'. B. Melton. 
Puy to the order of any bank or 

hunker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Sept. 18, 1928. Sierra Blanca State 
Bank, Sierra Blanca, Texas. 

Puy to the order of any bank or 
hanker. Sept. 20, 1928. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bnnk of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. ' 

8tnmped "Pair!'" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

No. 322. 
Austin. Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to J. 0. Kingston or order .. $19.90 
!\ ineteen and 90/ I 00 .......... Dollar& 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

hanker or trust company. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. Sept. 17. 1928. 
Tovah Vallt•y Rtate Bank. 

Pay to th~ order of any bank. hanker 
or trust rompany. Sept. 19. 1928. Pre
dous endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth. 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept_ 
20. 1928. Ameriran National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 323. 
Austin, Texa•. Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Lee D. Kingston or order ... $3.99 
Three and 991100 ............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin. Texas. 

. J. T. ROBISON, Sperial. 
(Endorsed on hack) : 
Pay to the order of any hank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 17, 1928. All 
prior endnr-.•ment• guaranteed. Toyah 
Vnllev State Bank, Balmorea, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 19, 1928. Pre
vious endorsement• guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
20. 1928. American National Bank. 

Rtamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 329. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

Pay to Chae. Spittgarber or order .. $ .98 
Ninety-Six rents .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
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(Endorsed on back) : 
Chas. Spittgarher. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 18, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. Toyah 
Valley State Bank, Balmorea, Texas. 
Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 20, 1928. Pre· 
vious endorsement guaranteed. Fort 
Worth State Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
21, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 83. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to P. B. Wilson,% Jake 
Perkins or order ............. $2.95 

Two and 95/100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dollars 
Texas Bank and Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
P. B. Wilson. 
Pay to the order of The San Angelo 

National Bank. For deposit only. 
Miller Paint Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. Pre· 
,·ious endorsements guaranteed. San 
Angelo National Bank, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
15, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 84. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to Laura Bain, Executors, 
% W. Van Sickle, or order ..... $1.92 

One and 92/100 ............... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Sam Calbert, Executor of Laura Bain 

Estate. , 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 11, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Houston, Texas. 0. W. 
Jackson, Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 12, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. The 
American First National Bank, Okla
homa City, Okla. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Sept. 15, 1928. Prior endorse
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 85. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1925. 

Pay to Robert Bain, % W. Van 
Sickle or Ofder .............. $15.36 

Fifteen and 36/100 ........... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus· 

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Robert Bain. 
Pay to order of any bank or banker. 

Prior endorsements guaranteed. Oct. 4, 
1928. San Antonio Branch, Federal Re· 
serve Bank of Dallas, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
ti on. 

No. 86. 
Austin, Tex11,s, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to Sam Culbert, % W. Van 
Sickle or order ............... $9.60 

Nine and 60/100 .............. Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Sam Culbert. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. All prior endorse· 
ments guaranteed. Sept. 12, 1928. The 
American First National Bank, in Okla
homa City. . 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 14, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, 0. W. Jackson, Cashier. 
Houston, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Sept. 15, 1928. Prior endorse· 
ments guaranteed. San Antonio Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 90. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to T. J. Roberts, % Jno. 
Perkins or order ............. $15.33 

Fifteen and 36/100 ............ Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
T. J. Roberts. 
Ella May Rober.ts, 408 Terrell Ave., 

San Antonio. 
Pay to the order of any bank or 

trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. Pre-
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vfous endorsements guaranteed. The 
Groos National Bank, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Sept. 14, 1928. 
Austin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with ·stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 97. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to Harris S. Smith, ¢ Jno. 
Perkins or order .............. $11.90 

Eleven and 90/100 ............ Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Pay to the order of First National 

Bank, of Alpine. Texas. L. Forch
heimer. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Oct. 2, 1928. Prior 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na· 
tional Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Oct. 4, 1928. Aus
tin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 101. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to J. H. Rector or order .... $1.92 
One and 92/ 100 .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
J. H. Rector. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 8, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 10, 1928. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. City 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. A. 
G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Sept. 11, 1928. 
Austin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 102. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to C. D. Wood or order ...... $.96 
Ninety-six cents .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
C. D. Wood. 
Pay to the order of the First Na-

tional Bank, Alpine, Texas. Alpine 
Hardware Co. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 12, 1928. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank; Alpine, Texas. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Sept. 14, 1928. 
Austin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 103. 
Austin. Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to C. D. Wood and W. G. · 
Fuider or order ... : .......... $1.92 

One and 92/100 .............. Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): 
Pay to the order of the First Na

tional Bank, Alpine, Texas, Alpine 
Hardpvare Co. 

C. D. Wood. 
W. G. Fuider. 
J>ay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company.. Sept. 12, 1928. 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Sept. 14, 1928. 
Austin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 117. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. 

Pay to Hans Brian or order ..... $1.92 
One and 92/ 100 .............. Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsement on back): 
Pay to the order of The Marfa Na-

tional Bank, Marfa, Texas. Hans 
Brian. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Oct. 3, 1928. The 
Marfa National Bank, Marfa, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaran
teed. Oct. 8, 1928. San Antonio Branch, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, San 
Antonio, Texas. . 

Stamped "Paid" With stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 118. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 8, 1928. · 

Pay to W. H. Cleveland or order. $28.23 
Twenty-Eight and 23/100 ...... Dollars 

Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. 

J. T.· ROBISON, Special. 
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(Endorsed on ·back): 
W. H. Cleveland. 
Pay to the order of Federal Reserve 

Bank. Sept. 17, 1928. All prior en
dorsements guaranteed. City National 
Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 15, l92R 
Prior endorsements guaranteed. Sierra 
Blanca State Bank, Sierra Blanca, 
Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 64. 
Austin,. Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

Pay to Wm. Green, ¢ .mo. Per-
kins or order ............... $19.20 

Nineteen and 20/100 .......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
•Wm. Green. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 26, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. 27, 1928. 
City National Bank, San Antonio, 
Texas. A. G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Received payment through The Aus
tin National Bank. Sept. 28, 1928. 
Austin Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 65. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

Pay to C. B. Hudspeth ¢ Jno. 
Perkins or order ............ $45.40 

Forty-five and ·40/100 ......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
C. B. Hudspeth. 
Pay to the order of .any bank, banker 

or trust company. Prior endorsements 
guaranteed. No. 30, 1928. Del Rio 
National Bank, Del Rio, Texas. 

Pay any bank or banker. All pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. Nov. 
21, 1928. Lockwood National Bank, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Nov. 
22, 1928. American National Bank, 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 69. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

Pay to Nellie McElroy, nee 
Gourley, % LTno. Perkins or 
order ........................ $6.72 

Six and 72/100 ............... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back): · 
Nellie McElroy, 11.ee Nellie Gourley. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Oct. 13, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All previous endorse
ments guaranteed. · Oct. 15, 1928. City 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 
A. G. Engelke, Cashier. · 

Received payment through the Austin 
National Bank. Oct. 16, 1928. Austin 
Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 76. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 6, 1928. 

Pay to Shirley Scales, % Jno. 
Perkins or order ............. $27 .18 

Twenty-Seven and 18/100 ...... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, Texas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Shirley Scales. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. II, 1928. Prior 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
trust company. Sept. 13, 1928. Prior 
endorsements guaranteed. First Na
tional Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 

Received payment through the Austin 
National Bank. Sept. 14, 1928. Austin 
Clearing Honse. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 79. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 7, 1928. 

Pay to Nolland Shuler, %. A. M. 
Turney or order .............. $14.88 

Fourteen and 88/100 ......... Dollars 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus

tin, 'fexas. 
J. T. ROBISON, Special. 

(Endorsed on back) : 
Nolland Shuler. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 19, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. State 
National Bank, Alpine, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. All prior endorse
ments guaranteed. Sept. 20, 1928. City 
National Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 
A. G. Engelke, Cashier. 

Stamped "Paid" with sten'cil perfora
tion. 
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No. 336. 
Austin, Texas, Sept. 14, 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of C. C. Kountz .. $0.28 
Six and 28/100 .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. l'pecial. 
(Endorsed on back): 
C. C. Kountz. 
Pay to the order of any hank, hanker 

or trust company. Sept. IR, 192~. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. Fort 
Worth National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Paid. Austin Clearing House. Sept. 
19, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

No. 340. 
Austin. Texas, 9-14-1928. 

TEXAS RA:t-o.•K & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of Young Bell .. $12.66 
Twelve and (16/100 . . . . Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON. Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
Young Bell. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Dec. 14, 1928. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank-

Received payment through The Austin 
National Bank. Dec. 17. 1928. Austin 
Clearing House. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

No. 341. 
Austin, Texas, 9-l 4· 1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMP ANY. 
Pay to the order of ¥ oung Bell ... $2.88 
Two and 88/100 .. Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back l : 
Young Bell. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Sept. 29, 1928. Pre
vious endorsements guaranteed. First 
National Bank, Pecos, Texas. 

Paid.. Austin Clearing House. Oct. 
2, 1928. American National Bank. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion. 

No. 342. 
A1"t.in, Texas. !l-14-1928. 

TEXAS BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 
Pay to the order of I. V. Brook-

field ........................ $23.04 
Twenty-three and 04/100 ...... Dollars 

J. T. ROBISON, Special. 
(Endorsed on back) : 
T. V. Brookfield. 
Pay to the order of 

banker. Sept. 17, 1928. 
dorsements guaranteed. 

any bank or 
All prior en

The Recurity 

State Bank, Pecos, Texas. Clarence Bell, 
Cashier. 

Pay to the order of any bank, banker 
or trust company. Sept. 16, 1928. Pre· 
vious endorsements guaranteed. Dallas 
National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora
tion. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen of the House, we don't wan\ 
to mingle these checks with those that 
were introduced yesterday. We will 
submit these to the Chairman and mem
bers of the Committee, and these docu
ments are not getting out of our hands 
and into the custody of the Committee, 
and I presume they will be cared for 
hy the Chairman. On account of the 
large volume of these pieces of docu
mentary evidenc~. unless the utmost 
care is used in handling them, it would 
be likely that inadvertently some of 
them might be lost. I would like to 
have the custodian of these instruments 
use the utmost care in preserving them, 
to the end that if they are needed in evi
dence in any further hearing here they 
will be extant. 

J. D. Redick, a witness in behalf of 
the proponent, still being on the stand 
and under examination by the pro
ponent, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Allen) : 
Q. Mr. Redick, you are the witness 

who testified yesterday to being receiv
ing clerk in the office of the Land Com
missioner of this State! 

A. I am. 
Q. Some of the members of the Com

mittee desire information along a fur
tlier line that I am now going to ex
amine you about. When the mail comes 
into the office of the Land Commissioner, 
containing checks and vouchers for 
money of any character, who opens the 
mail in the Land Commissioner's office, 
and who distributes the checks to the 
parties that they are supposed to be 
delivered to! . 

A. Well, that mail is handled by 
Mrs. Jones now. 

Q. Who is Mrs. Jones? 
A. Well, she is the letter index clerk 

and register clerk. 
Q. Was Mrs. Jones the letter index 

clerk and register clerk during the years 
1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, and through this 
portion of this year! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. She has been the clerk, then, who 

distributed the mail and distributed all 
checks received since the Reappraisement 
Act of 1925 was passed by the Legisla
ture! 
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A. Well, I am not sure about that. 
I think so, however. That is my recol
lection of it. 

Q. I just want to get your best 
recollection about it. Then the checks 
that come into your hands pass·through 
the hands of this lady whom you have 
mentioned? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And she distri!)utes to you such 

checks as she deems proper to place in 
your hands, and to other parties such 
checks as she understands should be 
placed in their hands? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. She is acting, however, under the 

direction of the Land Commissioner, Mr. 
Robison? 

A. She is working in his department 
for him, yes. 

Q. In your work, and jn the work of 
the various employee in that depart
ment, you take your directions and your 
instructions from the chief executive of 
that department, with whom you are 
employed and under whom you are en
gaged! 

A. Well, sir, I suppose so. 
Q. Did that lady, in 1925, when the 

first remittances were made by the land 
owners whose lands have been forfeited, 
when those first remittances were made, 
did Mr. Robison consult with you as to 
who those checks should go to! 

A: Well, you understand I testified 
yesterday afternoon that I was not on 
the desk at that particular ti&e. I was 
not receiver at that time. 

Q. I understood you were receiving 
clerk in 1925, until about January 1 of 
1926, and that when vou were succeeded 
by another man and ;.,ent back in there 
in September of 1927 ! 

A. Well, my recollection is I was not 
on that desk at the time these checks 
:first came, in. 

Q. All right. If this account ap
pears to have been opened in the spring 
of 1925, and the vouch,ers and checks 
drawn on it were first issued in the 
spring of 1925, then that was going on 
while you were acting as receiving clerk, 
isn't that true? 

A. Well, I will tell you, my mind is 
not clear on that, just what time. I 
,ha\·~ been in the office, you understand, 
all the whole. 

Q. Let's under·stand one another, 
please, sir. Now, Mr. Redick, you tes
tified yesterday that you had been re
ceiving clerk in the land department 
during two different times! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. i.rnd that you ended your first 

term woth 1925 and went out of the 

receiving clerk's office about January 1, 
1926. Now was that correct or not! 

A. Well, that is my- recollection. I 
can't remember definitely about that 
without the record. 

Q. Now yesterday you testified that 
was your recollection about it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now the records will show! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And when you go over there will 

you. examine the records? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And if you find you are in error, 

will you come back ;here and let us 
know? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And if you don't come back and 

let us know we can rely on the correct
ness of your memory as to detail? 

A. Yes. 
Q. If you did serve during 1925, 

and hundreds and hundreds of those 
checks came in during 1925, and you 
went out on January 1, 1926, I am 
asking if Mr. Robison discussed with 
you the reason why those checks were 
not placed in your hands? 

A. No, ·sh;; we never had any con-
ference. · 

Q. In other words, Mr. Robison runs 
the office? 

A. Yes, he is the Commissioner. 
Q. When these c·hecks came in, with

out consulting with the receiving clerk, 
he established his account and took 
charge of those checks, and has con
tinued that course .during your present 
term as receiving derk of the Land 
Department? 

A. I suppose he has. I really don't 
know. 

Q. Do you know that account was 
opened early in 1925, and has been car
ried on ever since in the Texas Bank 
& Trust Company in the individual 
name of J. T. Robison as a special 
account! 

A. Yes, that is my understanding. 
Q. You know that it was not de

posited in the name of J. T. Robison, 
Land Commissioner of this State? You 
understood all the time that it was not 
deposited in the name of J. ·T. Robison, 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Office of Texas? 

A. No, sir; it was not. 
Q. As receiving clerk of this State, 

acting under the statute requiring the 
keeping of accounts and books, have 
you any book of account in your pos
session of the one cent per acre fund 
in the Texas Bank & Trlist Company; 
have you any account in your posses-



110 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

•ion showing the collection and dis
bursement of that fund? 

A. l have not. 
Q. The lady you spoke of who dis

tributes the mail. did yon say she was 
Mrs. or Miss Jones? 

A. l\lrs .. Tones. 
Q. What is lwr other name 1 
A. Mrs. A. \Y. Jones. 
Q. And she is now in the employ of 

the Land Department? 
A. Yes. •ir. 
Mr. Allen: That is all gentlemen. 

Cro~s-Exa1ninution. 

( nv )lr. Priee \ : 
Q. · )Ir. Jlt•click. it s<'ems that Ju<lge 

Allen wants to know just exactly the 
date that vou romnwnc('d work on your 
lirst frrm ",15 tlw receiver. and also" tho 
exact date whM1 you commenced your 
~('l'Oncl tPrm. l.et 11~ f'ugg-rst thn t you 
go :".l'P the reeonh;; .. g-o look at. the re<'· 
ortls themsel,-es, nJHl then come back 
and giYP the exart date on which you 
con1nwnC'<~d your duties a~ l'f'C'eiving 
t•lerk on yonr lir.t term, tlH' date that 
term ended: and then the dat" vou com
menred your second tern1 a~ ;.Prei\"ing 
clerk, and the exact date that that 
second term t>ntled, so that there will 
lw no question ahont that. Xow, ~Ir. 
Redick. how long have you been con
nected with the General Land Office? 

A. Well, I began work there on the 
•rwnteenth day of .January. 1899, thirty 
~·ears ago last .January. I have not been 
there continuouslv since that time, but 
I haYe actually 'served something like 
twentv-two or twentv-three vears in that 
office.· · .. 

Q. During that period, what length 
of time have you been out of the service 
of the Land Office? 

A. About eight years. 
Q. Xnw, l\lr. Hedick, how long have 

vou known Commissioner J. T. Robison? 
· A. Practirallv all mv life. 

Q. How long ha Ye ·you known his 
wife, :Mrs. Robison? 

A. Well, about thirty years. I never 
knew her anything like intimately until 
after he married. I know her family, 
hut I nenr knew her until after they 
were married and I came here to Aus
t in, thirty years ago. 

Q. ~\n• you acquainted with their 
d1ildren? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How man,v children have they? 
A. Well. of their own, I think they 

have had four; three that grew to man· 
hood and womanhood. 

Q. You mean ehildren of their flesh! 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. X atural children? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many adopted children have 

they raised 1 
A. Oh, a number of them. I think 

perhaps fifteen or twenty. I don't re· 
member just how many. In fact, I 
don't know definitely, but quite a num· 
ber have been brought up and cared for 
in their home. 

Q. That is, they would take them 
into their home and educate them until 
they got grown, and then take up other 
orphans! 

l\lr. Allen: l\lr. Chairman and Gentle
men of the Committee, we will object to 
any and all testimony as to children or 
adopted children, except their own chil· 
dren or the children that were adopted 
hy law. Any dealings he had with any 
other children would not be relevant to 
any issue im·oh-ed in this investigation, 
and for that reason we would ,object 
to it. 

Mr. Price: Well, if the court please, 
it is recited here that he has taken the 
puhlic funds and given them to members 
of his family. I have knowledge that 
that charge has been made, or will be 
made; for instance, that he took public 
money and gave it to Bobby Robison. 
That is contained, I think, if I be not 
mistaken, in t11e allegations. And 
Bohhy Robison is one of these orphan 
ehildren that the Commissioner took 
into his home to educate. hut is not re
lated to him by blood. And it occurred 
to me, to get a complete understanding 
of the whole situation, we could go into 
that now and have a full understanding 
of al! of these relations, because it is 
involved in this hearing. 

Judge Sinks: Do you have any objec
tion to proving anybody connected with 
the family 1 

l\fr. Ailen: \Ye don't object to his 
proving relationship of anybody he gave 
money to, hut that is not the question 
propounded to this witness. That was 
not the testimony we had elicited. 

Judge Sinks: Of course, it would 
only be relevant to any members of the 
family or any person that he had con· 
nected with his family that he did give 
any money to. 

Mr. Allen: We make no objection to 
that. This is general testimony in r~
gard to who he has taken up in the 
world and educated and cared for that 
has no relation or connection in any 
wise with these transactions. 

Mr. Allen: I think it should be lim
ited to his family and any ,ne he is 
c•harged with giving money to. 

Mr. Price: Very well. I bad under-
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stood that this contention was being when, according to the best of your 
made, that this was not so technical. memory 1 

Mr. Allen: I move to exclude the .A. Well, my reco!Iection is now-I 
preceding answers of this witness in can't be sure about that-my recollec
regard to fifteen or twenty children. I tion is that he didn't begin actual work 
move that it be expunged and excluded of reappraising this land until some 
from this record. time early in 1926. I can't be sure 

Judge Sinks: I think it is a matter about that, but that is my recollection 
that is immaterial. I don't think any- now. 
body cares anything about that much. Q. You remember the event, regard-
Just confine it, Senator, to the other. less of the exact date 1 

Mr. Price: All right. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Redick, you think they Q. All right; do you recall how Mr. 

have four, or there has been born to Robison set about to do that, whether 
them four natural children 1 he traveled in an automobile, on the 

A. That is my recollection or under- train, or in what manner 1 
standing. A. Well, I think generally in an 

Q. How many of those children are automobile. 
living, and how many dead? Q. I will ask you whether you know 

A. I think two living and two dead whether Mrs. Robison, his wife, went 
that I know of, or remember of. with him on these tours of. reappraise-

Q. How many sons and how many ment 1 
daughters 1 A. On some of them she did, yes, sir. 

A. Well, there are two sons living Q. I will ask you if you know, if you 
and a daughter dead. Frankly, I don't have knowledge of the fact, that he 
know the sex of the infant that died, or traveled, he and his wife, in automo
the young child. I don't remember. biles something like 72,000 miles in 

Q. Are you acquainted with J. M. making those appraisements in West. 
Robison, a physician of Houston 1 Texas 1 

A. I am. .A. Yes, sir, they traveled a great 
Q. Is he a son of Mr. and Mrs. Robi- number of miles. I was under the im-

son 1 pressfon that they traveled farther than 
A. He is. that. I don't know, but I know they 
Q. What is his business 1 went on great long journeys in their 
A. Well, he is a surgeon or a spe- automobile. 

cialist in the medical profession. Q. Mr. Redick, are you familiar with 
Q. Are you acquainted with, or do the fact that shortly after Mr. Robison 

you know, one Bobby Robison? commenced this work of reappraisement, 
A. I do. that he fell very desperately ill in the 
Q. Who is he? city of Del Rio, in Val Verde county! 
A. Well, he is one of the orphans A. Yes, sir. 

that were taken up and taken into their Q. .And do you know that the cause 
home and reared and educated by them, of that sickness was on account of the 
by that family. hardships endured by .him in that work? 

Q. Where is he now, if you know? Do you know that, or not? 
'A. I don't know. I have not seen Mr. Freeman: We object as hearsay, 

him in some weeks, but he has been nnless the witness states that he was 
around here, out at the home. I don't present and has personal knowledge of 
know where he is now. the occurrence. 

Q. Now, Mr. Redick, you say as re- Mr. Price: I asked him if he knew. 
ceiving clerk you have never personally Mr . .Allen: He could only know as a 
handl~d any of the one-cent-per-acre re- matter of hearsay, unless he was there, 
appra1sement fund? I aud there will be a proper source by 

A. I l1ave not. whom to prove things of that kind by 
Q. Now, do you recall about the time pariies who actually know. If he only 

in 1925 that this rea ppraisement work knows as a matter of hearsay, it cer
commenced? Do you recall the time f tain?v ,,-ould not be admissible. 
when Commissioner J. T. Robison com- Mr. Price: If the court please, we· 
menced work reappraising these West submit here that John Redick is a life
Texas lands? long associate of J. T. Robison, and it 

A. No, sir; I can't say that from is not unlikely that he knows of his own 
memory right now, just when it oc- knowledge about these things, and we 
curred. ask him if he knows to say so, and if 

Q. Well, I am not asking you to he doesn't to say so. 
state the exact date, but just about Mr. Allen: May I ask, as bearing on 
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our objection, a preliminary questiun or 
two, as bearing on our objection! 

l\lr. Price: \Ve submit that io not 
necessary, and thut we ha\'e the witness 
on cross-examination. 

Mr. Allen: That is the rnurse pur-
sued in every court. 

Q. Do yo~ k11uw that, or not? 
Mr. Allen: Of his own knowledge. 
Judge Sink•: Stale your own knowl-

edge about it. 
A. Well. in answer tu that, l will 

say that l was not personally with Mr. 
Robison at the time he was attacked 
with this oeriuus malady. l beline I 
can ~ny positively, however, that he was 
attu<"ked h,· n•ason of the association 
and t·onneclion. 

Mr. Allen: We make this· objection. 
that from what he said he can't know 
anything on earth except what he was 
afterwards told. That heing true, that 
would not be admissible in any court, 
and it i• not of such cogency that it is 
worthy of dignity hefore an inquiry of 
this kind. 

.Judge Sinks: If the witness don't 
know, of <·ourse, he cannot testify to it. 

Mr. Price: l have heard a\\ along 
U1at it was merely an inquisitorial body, 
\"ery informal. 

Mr. Allen: That is right. 
J\Ir. Price: \'ery well. 
Q. Xow, l\1r. Hedick, du you know 

that after ~Ir. Robison got sick in \"al 
Verde county that he did go to San 
Antonio to the hospital! 

Mr. Allen: \Ye objcet to that. 
thought the court sustainecl an ol1jection 
to matters that he did not know of his 
own knowledge. 

Judge 1-'inks: State what you may 
know yourself. 

l\Ir. Allen. He has stat<>cl that he 
didn't know of his own knowledge. 

A. Mr. Hedick. let me 'tall' it this 
way: Diel Mr. Robison get sick along 
in 1925 and go to the hospital! 

Mr. Allen: \\"e ohject, because his 
testimony already shows that he was 
not there nnd 1·ouldn't know anything 
about it, except as a matter of hearsay, 
ancl the parties who know would be the 
proper pnrties to testify. and the court 
hns sustained that objection. 

Judgt~ ~inks: \Ve are losing n whole 
lot of timt•. Let's g<'t along. 

l\lr. Pl"it-e: \"Ny well. 
Q. Diel you see ~Ir. Robison when he 

came haek, after he had heen siek and 
in the hospital. if he were si<·k, and if 
he were in tlw hospital! Did you see 
him when he got hack to Austin! 

A. I don't know immediately upon 

his return. I saw him soon afterwards. 
Q. Where did you see him? 
A. Well, l think l saw him ftrat 

when he came back to the office, after 
he ha•l sufficiently recovered to get back 
l'> lhc t-tlice. 

Q. At that time was be hale and 
h"alth\", "r was he sick? 

.',. 'ttc was e\"idently a Hry, very 
sick man. 

Q. Did you see him with your own 
eyes! 

A. Yes, sir, I think so. 
Q. ~ow, ~Ir. Redick, do you know 

of your own knowledge whether be was 
operated on down there at San Antonio, 
nnd that his son, J. M. Robison, M. D., 
was there in attendance! 

A. ~ot of my own personal knowl· 
edge. 

:\Ir. Allen: We object to any further 
inquiry. 

Judge ~inks: Sustain the objection. 
Q. Do you know Dr. Joe Wooten of 

Austin! 
A. Very well. 
Q. Who is he! 
A. He is a practicing physician here. 
lJ. ls he the family doctor of the 

Bohi~on~? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long has he been so! 
A. I think for thirty years or more. 
Q. Was his father, that is, Joe 

Wooten's father, before him, the family 
physician! 

A. Yes, sir. The Woolens, the old 
gentleman and the two sons, have been 
considered !ht• family physicians of this 
fnmilv since I have been here. 

Q. · l>o you know Dr. Venable? 
A. ~o, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Hedick, you were asked 

yesterday concerning dh·ers and sundry 
che~ks that l\lr. Allen had up here be· 
fore you. Now. I will ask you whether 
you know that after this appraisement 
had taken place, and all of the expenses 
had been paid, and after Mr. Robison 
had refunded the land owners their pro 
rata share, that some of them sent the 
checks back to him as a gift, to become 
his own pri\"ate fund I 

A. Not of my own personal knowl
edge. 

Mr. Allen: We object to anything 
further about it from this witness . 

. Judge Sinks: Objection sustained, if 
he don't know anything about it. These 
matters can be established by him with· 
out any trouble. 

Q. Well, state whether you have any 
facts in your mind. any objective facts. 
that would gh·e you any knowledge on 
that subject! 
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.A. If you will allow me to say, I 
know of those I have seen with my own 
eyes. 

Q. That is what I a'!' talking about. 
It seems we are confined to the ones 
you have felt with your hands and seen 
with your eyes. 

Mr . .Allen: We object. We want to 
confine it to those things that he knows. 
There is nothing technical about this. 
Counsel must be aware of that fact . 

.A. I say I saw with my own eyes a 
great number of checks that were re· 
turned to Mr. Robison, that he had sent 
as a refund or prorate part of the funds 
that belonged to those people who put 
up this revaluation fund, in his desk. 
They were in a little leather wallet that 
he told me that his father had carried-

Mr. Allen: W:e object . 
.A. {Continuing): Well, I saw these 

in this little leather wallet. It is a 
little leather wallet that he told me 
his father had carried during the Con
federate war. These checks were bound 
up in that little leather wallet· and in 
his desk the last time I saw them with 
my own eyes, that he had not cashed. 

Q. Sent back to him to become his 
property? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now I will ask you, Mr. Redick, 

whether it is not true that before these 
checks for hosiery and garden seed and 
things like that were given in 1929, that 
were introduced here yesterday, were 
given, is it not true that they were 
given after those refunds began to come 
in as gifts to the Commissioner? 

A. Evidently so. 
Q. You saw the dates of them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And if that was his private fund 

he had a right to buy garden seed or 
silk hose or anything he would want to? 

Mr. Allen: We object to that. That 
is a matter for the Committee to deter
mine. 

Mr. Price: Judge, I am following 
your precedent. I think your objection 
is right. 

Q. All right, now, Mr. Redick. are 
you familiar with the fact that it re
quired forty months of the time of the 
Land Commissioner to reappraise this 
6,800,000 acres of West Texas land, the 
reapprai~ement of which was demanded 
by the Legislature ? 

A. I am not right sure how long it 
took. I know it took a long time. I 
am not right sure as to the exact num
ber of months. Of course, I could re
fresh my memory from the record, but 
I know it took a long time. 

Q. Are you familiar with the fact, 

IMr. Redick, that in making that tour, 
:and in getting the equipment for the 
automobile, including the automobile 
tires, that it was necessary for the Com
'missioner to purchase various and sun
dry articles as items of expense? 

A. Yes, sir; I am conscious of that 
fact. 

Q. I will ask you this further ques
tion: Do you not know that Mr. Robi
son, the Land Commissioner, in reap
praising those lands, and in traveling 
i2,000 miles, that it only cost the land 
owners of West Texas, including every
thing, automobiles, tires, equipment and 
eYerything, .including the operation, 
only sixty-five cents and three mills per 
mile; do you know that? 

A. No, I don't know that. 
Q. You didn't go into that? 
.A. No, I didn't go into that. 
Q. I will ask you if at any time, and 

you have been over there thirty years, 
has J. T. Robison at any time during 
this procedure, tried to conceal any 
check from the investigating committee, 
any paper or check on earth, in that 
office? 

A. No, sir; I never heard of any 
proposition like that 1 

Q. You do know, do you not, Mr. 
Redick, as assistant chief clerk over 
there, that if any of those checks were 
embarrassing and didn't go to some 
honest matter, he could have hidden 
them, couldn't he 1 

Mr . .Allen: 'Ye object to that. 
Judge S~nks : Yes. 
Mr. Price: Yes, I believe that is a 

good objection. 
Q. .At any rate, he had all those 

checks of this special fund in his own 
personal possession, didn't he? 

A. Yes, sir, as far as I know. 
Q. Yes, sir. Now, Mr. Redick, I 

will ask you whether you don't know 
that the people in West Texas got to
gether and prepared petitions and in
stituted a moYement to make these re
funds to give them back to the Commis
sioner on account of the fact that his 
health had been impaired in rendering 
this appraisement service? 

A. Yes, sir; I know that from a 
statement of one of the men who was 
active in that work. 

Mr . .Allen: We object, because he only 
knows as a matter of hearsay. 

Q. Do you know, for instance, that 
Mr. Hunter, Judge Hunter, took an 
active part in that! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you, is it not true that 

J. T. Robison refused to accept any of 
those refunds at all until after he had 
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fully completed his work 
mentT 

of reappraise· I A. Well, I can't be definite about 

A. That is my information. 
Q. I will ask you whether or not 

you know that the wife of .J. T. Robison 
assisted him in those tours and helped 
prepare for tho"" tours of reappraise
ment T 

A. Yes, sir; she did. 
Q. And handled some of the expense 

money, and made some of the purchases 
of the items necessary to that work! 

A. That is my understanding. 
Mr. Allen: We object, because it is a 

matter of hearsa v. 
Q. An• you ·acquainted with the 

Barker ;\Io tor Company! 
A. Well. yes, sir. 
Q. \\"hat business are they en

gaged in? 
A. Antomobites and nc!'essories. 
l}. !lo von not know that nll of these 

checks to' .Johnson Rubber Company, 
three or four of them, were for automo
bil~ tires on those cars that the Com
missioner used in going over '\Vest 
Texas? State if vou know that. 

Mr. Freeman: 
0

We object to that as 
not the proper way to pro\·e the matter. 
Let him aAk wl1nt was said and done 
by the persons. In other words, let him 
state the facts, and not conclusions. 

Mr. Price: I asked him if he knew. 
Q. Do you know, or do you not 

know! 
A. Personally, of my own knowledge, 

I do not. 
Q. I will ask you if you don't know 

that this operation in San Antonio cost 
something like the sum of fifteen hun
dred dollars, or two thousand dollars, 
and that Dr. Robison, bis son, his father 
being sick and in bed, bandied that fund 
to help pay the expenses! Do you know 
that! 

Mr. Freeman: We object, because it 
is not the proper way to develop the evi
dence; and it is not a competent ques
tion, and it is not shown that the wit
ness was personally present and par
ticipated in the conversations . 

. Jud~n Sinks: These objections. of 
<'onr~f'. ar{" rorrec·t. There is no use 
hn,·in~ any hearsay about it. 

Q. I repent the question: Do you 
know anything about that? Tf you do, 
so state! 

A. Not of my own personal knowl
edge. 

Q. Very well. Now, :\Ir. Redick. I 
will ask you to estimate. as near as you 
can, ahout how lon~ the Commissioner 
was out of the office attending to these 
duties of reappraisement, or O\'er what 
period coming and going was be out! 

that, but my recollection is that it wu 
something like two years, all told com-
ing and going, in and out. ' 

Mr, Price: I believe that ia all. Have 
you a question, Mr. Moses? 

Re-Direct Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: 
Q. Mr. Redick, you testified in an

swer to an interrogatory propounded by 
counsel for the respondent that thoae 
checks for personal matters of the Com
missioner were drawn on this fund after 
he bad sent out these pro rat& fund 
checks to the owners and after a great 
many of them hnd been returned to him T 

A. Yes. 
Q. Now, that is what I want to in· 

terrogate you about. If those checks, 
many of them, were mailed out in the 
year 1925, or in the early part and the 
latter part of 1926, then you would be 
in error about that statement, wouldn't 
you! 

A. How is that, please! 
Q. Well, let's get right down to it. 

The Reappraisement Act of 1925 went 
into effect shortly after February 25th, 
didn't it! 

A. Well, I think so. 
Q. All right. And this reappraise

ment fund largely came in during 1925 
and the early part of 1926, didn't it
largely. the great bulk of it T 

A. Well, I don't think that he went 
out until perhaps in-

Q. Ob, I know, be got his reappraise
mi·nt clw1·ks and a demand for reap
praisement before be ever reappraised 
anybody's land, didn't he! 

A. Well, some of them, yes. 
Q. In other words, the way they got 

this land reappraised was to communi
cate with him and request that it be 
reappraised, that was the way they got 
it reappraised, wasn't it T 

A. Well. I suppose so. 
Q. So he always collected one cent 

per acre before he reappraised anybody's 
land, didn't he! 

A. Yes, sir, I suppose so. 
Q. Now, I wiU ask you if any part 

of this reappraisement fund didn't come 
into his hands during 1925 and during 
the early part of 1926-many thousands 
of clollars of it! 

A. Well, I suppose so. 
Q. Now, then, you "suppose so." All 

ri1d1t. The Reappraisement Aet
nmendmcnt of the Act of 1926, became 
effective along about the middle of 
1926, didn't it! 

A. I don't know-I suppos1 -'O. 
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Q. All right. Now, you know that 
he never mailed out--about January, 
1927, you are correct about that-and 
you know that he didn't mail any of 
these checks after that aniendatory act 
went into effect, don't you? 

A. No,· I don't know, because I don't 
know that he did; I didn't handle that. 

Q. Don't you know that the amenda
tory act was the act by virtue and au· 
thority of which he mailed these pro 
rata refund checks back to them; in 
other words, every item of the balance 
left under the first act would have gone 
to the State Treasury, wouldn't it, under 
the Act of 1925? 

Senator Price: Just a moment. Mr. 
Ch&irman, he is now asking this wit
ness to testify as to what the law is, 
and we object to it. Counsel, as a mat
ter of fact, is making a continuous ar
gument to the witness and is not asking 
any questions, and we object to that 
line of interrogation. 

Presiding Officer: As far as prac
ticable, try to avoid leading him at 
any time. 

Mr. Allep: I am not going to lead 
him. 

Q. What I am asking is this: As 
far as you know, this Commissioner did 
not and could not mail to any of those 
parties a pro rata refund check until 
after the law of 1926 went into effect
now, you know that, don't you! 

A. Well, I don't know that I do, 
because I am not--

. Q. All right, never mind about "be· 
cause." You do know, as a matter of 
fact, that no refund checks were ever 
sent out by this Commissioner until 
1927, don't you, .or very late, right at 
the end of 1926, or during 1927-you 
know that as a fact, don't you! 

A. No, sir, I don't know anything 
about it, because I didn't have anything 
to do with it. 

Q. All right. If these checks were 
not mailed out to anyone until about 
the end of 1926, or during 1927, then 
you would be in error about these pay
ments, cheeks that were issued in 1925, 
and early in 1926, being issued after the 
time those checks were returned to him, 
wouldn't you·! 

A. Now, do you say "prior" or 
.. 'after"? 

Q. After. In other words, you tes
tified here in response to their ques
tions, that those payments for personal 
matters were made by. the Land Com
missioner after those checks had been 
mailed out and had come back. Now, if 
those refund checks were not mailed out 

· until in 1927-

Mr. Moses: Your Honor, I think 
counsel is in errov as to the question 
propounded by Senator Price. 

Mr. Allen: No. 
Mr. Moses: Of course, I understand 

it is impossible for counsel to be mis
taken. Sometimes I am. As I remem
ber the question propounded by Mr. 
Price, and the checks referred to, he 
specifically stated the checks issued in 
1929. 

Mr. Allen: All right, Your Honor, 
I will have to say that Mr. Moses was 
in error about my never making a mis
take, but I know the testimony was 
elicited in which they proved by him, 
and this record will show it, that he 
gave these checks personally for per
sonal obligations made by Mr. Robison, 
and it was not until after he mailed out 
these refund checks and they came back 
to him. Now, I am undertaking to meet 
that by bringing out the facts about it; 
that is what I am doing. 

Q. Now, as a matter of fact, if no 
pro rata refund check was ever issued 
by Mr. Robison until 1927, or the latter 
part of 1926, then you would be in 
error about those personal checks that 
were issued in 1925, many of them, and 
the early part of 1926, wouldn't you! 

A. Well, I don't know that I under
stand that, because I want to repeat 
that I didn't have anything to do with 
that, and I don't--

Senator Price: Mr. Chairman, let me 
make objection. We want to make this 
objection, that Mr. Redick has been 
called a witness for the proponents. We 
submit that this is not a hostile witness, 
and these questions-the one just asked 
and the others that have been repeatedly 
asked, are not only leading and argu
mentative, but also call for conclusions 
-conclusions of the witness; and we 
ask that the counsel for the House be 
admonished to abandon those sorts of 
questions, without our having to object 
to each and every one of them. 

Q. I will ask you this question: 
Each of the personal checks paid out 
from personal account on personal mat
ters by the Commissioner, that you 
identified here today, was dated when 
issued! 

A. Yes, they were dated. 
Q. All right. And each of them 

was, and each of them h&d some kind 
of a perforated mark or a stamp mark 
on it showing it had been paid and 
about when it was paid, didn't it? 

A. I think so. 
Q. Anll these checks will furnish 

absolute information, will they not, as 
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to when they were paid or given, won't 
they? 

A. Yes, I think so. 
Q. And then the ehrC'ks given in the>1e 

pro rata refund~ will furni:;ih unq1ws
tionnhlP nn<l i11rli~putahh-. information 
a:-. to wlwn t lwY Wt'rP is~ut•1l, won't 
tlwv ·t • 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And in that way WP l'all arrive 

at the trnth of thi• thing. '" to wl!l'tlwr 
or not tlw!:'e 1wrsonnl LH't'ount~ were paid 
antrrior to thP mailing out of thoi:.e 
check• or whether after the mailing out 
of tin~ eherkl", ran't we? 

A. Y{'~. tlw d1Prkg thrmschPR oug-ht 
to he e\'idenrr of that. 

Q. That is all. 
Pn-.~illing .Judge: Any further ques-

tions? 
Senator Price: ~o, no further 11ues

tioni?<. 
Presiding Judge: ::::;tnnd aside. C'nll 

tl1e next witness. 
( \Vitness excused.) 

~enator Price: :'llr. Speaker. at this 
time we would like for tlie pre•iding 
ofllrer, or for thC' Sprakl•r, to tleRignnte 
some definite clerk who will ha\'.e 
chanrc of the do('umentnn"' rvidc>nee fur
nish~d in thi~ t·nse. from. whom the at
torneys can gl•t those nHious docnnwnts 
and sign up for them. We don"t just 
understand nt what <·!erk. or whether 
the reportcr

0

s. are handling the cheeks 
and documentary e\'idence. 

The Speaker: Xo regular elerk has 
been assigned to that partieular duty. 
Mr. Price: but we will ''"k the Chief 
Clerk of the House to take ehnrgc of 
al! these papers. The Chief Clerk has 
a safe and a vault. 

Senn tor Price: Then I assume, )Jr. 
Speaker, that the attorneys for eaeh 
side ean 11ave access to those documents 
by signing up for them. just like in the 
district court. 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
)1r. Allen: Now, you understand. 

there are hundreds of these checks. and 
if those checks are earried away it will 
be verv unfortunate. \Ye haven't heen 
willing to have those ehecks in our 
hotel. Now, we don't want those checks 
taken out, they are vital to this pro
ceeding, and would he vital to any 
future proceeding, if there is one. We 
do not think it would be proper for those 
cheeks to he taken out of her custody 
and C'arril'd awav. Of ronrse. counsel 
ought to have ac~ess to them under her 
supervision. 

The Speaker: "rell. you have other 

papers that will have to have a high 
degree of care. 

Mr. Allen: Well, we will have others 
we will introduce. These checks haven't 
been out of our hands; they are in the 
custody of this House. We will have 
other valuable doeumentary . evidence 
that will be taken from our hands and 
will he in the eustody of the House, and 
we think that it would he highly im
proper to allow unyone to take these 
\'aluable papers, on which this whole 
proceeding or any future proceeding, 
will rest, or allow them to be taken out 
of the custody of the Clerk at any time, 
or out of her possession. 

The Speaker: The Chair \Vill just 
state that Miss Phinney, gentlemen, will 
be the custodian of those papers, and 
she and I will work it out later. 

'.\Ir. Allen: All right. As I stated 
this morning, the utmost care must be 
used about that, because, as I say, we 
ha\'e been unwilling to keep those papers 
in our rooms and unable to keep them 
in a hotel room, for fear thev will he 
lost. · 

The Speahr: We will take care of 
them. 

Mr. Allen: All right. Now we will 
ha\'e Mr. II. A. Turner. I want him to 
bring his hooks with him. 

The Speaker: I think he was sworn 
yesterday. 

The proponents called 

II. A. TURNER, 

who had been previously sworn under 
the rule, and who now testified as fol
lows, to-wit: 

Direct Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: 
Q. Did you bring all the books? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You ha\'e got all the accounts? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Kindly state your name to the 

Committee. 
A. H. A. Turner. 
Q. How long have you lived in 

Austin 1 
A. Thirty years. 
Q. State what your business is at 

this time. 
A. Cashier of the Texas Bank & 

Trust Company. 
Q. How long have you been con

nected with the Texas Bank & Trust 
Company, and in what capacity? 

A. Sinee it was a bank. 
Q. Do you now hold any official 

position in ·that institution 1 · 
A. Cashier. 
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Q. How long have you been cashier 
of the Texas Bank & Trust Company! 

A. Since February, '21. 
Q. Then you have been cashier of 

that institution at all times since the 
yea1· 1925, when the Reappraisement 
Act was passed by the Legislature of 
this State? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know Mr. J. T. Robison, 

the Land Commissioner of Texas 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him? 
A. About thirty years. 
Q. Did he, in the year 1925, open up 

with your bank-the Texas Bank & 
Trust Company, of which you are cash
ier-an account under the name of J. T. 
Robison, Special! 

A. He did. 
Q. Did he ever open up an account 

during 1925, or at any time since, in the 
name of J. T. Robison, Land Commis
sioner of Texas! 

A. Not that I know of. 
Q. You know, as a matter of fact, 

that the only account he had with you 
or opened up with you in 1925 was the 
J. T. Robison Special Account! 

A. Tha.t is what the record shows. 
Q. That is what the record shows! 

Late in 1926, after this account had 
been carried in your banking institu
tion for nearly a year and a half, he 
then opened up a personal banking ac
count, did he not, that wasn't special 1 

A. The records show that on Decem
ber 31, 1926, his personal account was 
opened. 

Q. In other words, this special ac
count--both accounts are personal, 
aren't they, the only difference that one 
is "Special" and the other is not; and 
he never had any account that he opened 
since 1915 that was just a personal ac
count-that is true, isn't it! J. T. Robi
son, one being a special account and one 
being not a special account! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is true! In other words, 

he opened up the J. T. Robison account, 
individual account, which was special, 
and was under the name of "J. T. Robi
son, Special," in the first part of the 
year 1925, didn't he! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then, after thousands of dollars 

had gone through that account, both in 
receipts and disbursements, the day be
fore the let day of January, 1927, he 
opened up another individual account 
that wasn't "Special," with your bank 
-isn't that true! 

A. I want to state I am not positive 

he didn't have a personal account prior 
to December, '26. 

Q. But you are positive that the 
records of the bank don't show it? 

A. No, sir, I don't find it. 
Q. And you are positive that the 

records of your bank are complete-
that is true, isn't it? 

A. Well, there is a possibility for a 
ledger sheet to be misplaced, or some
thing of that kind. 

Q. Well, did you hear Mr. Robison's 
testimony before the investigating com
mittee? 

A. No, I did not. 
Q. And do you know that he so 

stated? 
A. No. 
Q. All right. Turn to your books 

that you have with you and give us the 
exact date showing when the J. T. Robi
son Special account was opened with 
your bank. 

A. (Referring to rec-ords.) On April 
30, 1925, it was opened with a deposit 
of $55.08. 

Q. Now, let me ·See that just a mo
ment, please, sir. (Referring to ledger 
sheet.) The account is in the name of 
J. T. Robison, Special! 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And tbe date of its opening was 

April 30, l!J25 ! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the first deposit was a de

posit of $55.08 ! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next deposit after that ·was 

on May 12, $11.20. Is that correct! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The next on June 10th, $102.40. 

The next on June 16th, $372.57. 
Q. Then the next, on June 23rd, 

$68.80; then the next, on the same day, 
June 23rd, $450.00; then on the same 
day, or two days later, June 25th, 
$113.26; then June 25th, $90.05; then 
on June 30th, $295.43. Is that right! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then on July 2nd, $1450.77! 
Senator Price: Judge Sinks, I ask, 

in the interest of time, that the witness 
be requested, if he has not already done 
so, to make a copy of this matter and 
let it be introduced in evidence. We 
have no objection to that, in the interest 
of time, without reading each of these 
items and the date. 

Mr. Allen: I have no power, if the 
Chair please, and I don't know that the 
House has, to have him make a copy 
of this. If we know that he will do it, 
the suggestion of counsel will be a very 
appropriate one. 
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Senator Price: I will sav thi•: 
Knowing :Mr. Turner, I am sure he will 
comply with any rL"luest made Ly this 
House. 

A. Well, that is a ""PY made for 
that purpose. 

Q. Then, that is a rnpy of the 
original? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Ali right. !8 this a <·orrect copy 

of the orig(11al ac('ount kept in your 
books? · 

A. To my host knowledge and belief. 
:\Ir .. c\llen: Xow, if the gentlemen are 

willing--! hann't seen it hefore--are 
you wi11ing to accept it as a copy of the 
original? 

Ht•ruttor Price: Yes, sir. 
A. There is a eopy in the other 

re('ord. 
(,!. I haven't seen it. At any rate, 

in this eolumn here is the date of the 
depo~it ~ · (indicating on lt~tlger ~heet). 

A. Yes, sir. 
lJ. And these are the amounts of the 

deposit~ ( indi<'ating. on ledger •heet). 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And these are the balances drawn, 

and under that heading, "New Balance," 
is the balance of that account to date? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 
Q. And they are his old balances
A. Brought forward. 
Q. Brought forward each time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is the date on which 

the check was paid T (indicating). 
A. Charged against the account. 
Q. Charged against the account? 

And these various items here (indicat
ing) represent the amounts of the 
checks that were given? Except in the 
aggregate checks that came, in some 
instances, you put in the total checks 
on that date? 

A. That only appears in one or two 
instances-practica11y every check is 
itemized, I believe it does, about two 
lists. 

Q. Where you put in every item? 
A.. Where you find them put in this 

check. 
Q. You know l haven't been in this. 

Now, this account, you stated, began on 
April 30, 1925, and the last date that 
you ha,·e l1ere was June 11th-three or 
four dav•. about-and the balance re
maining' in that fund in your bank on 
June I Ith is $3176.79. That is true, 
isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, at the time they had this 

investigation, and at the time that the 
audit was made hy the auditors, the 

amount on deposit at that time was 
eight thousand dollars and something? 

A. \Ye 11, I don't reca 11. 
Q. But, anyway, since the date the 

audit was made, the balance remaining 
in hand in that account has been re
duced by several checks that have been 
presente

0

d on the account. That is true, 
isn't it! 

A. I l1a\'e no recollection of what the 
balance was at the date of the audit. 

(~. Well, regardless of what the bal
nn1·c •hows •ince the date of the audit, 
made by the auditors, there have been 
ehecks gone in here right along that 
wiJJ reduce bv a considerable sum that 
*8000.00 in the bank? 

A. The account in the balance has 
had reduction. 

Q. Since? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether or not the 

total of the deposits on February 6, 
1929, which is the date the audit was 
made-do you know whether the total 
deposits made to this account-balance 
-let me see if there has been any since 
February 6th, in the way of deposits; 
the last deposit in that account seems 
to hav<' been October 25. 1929. $500.00. 
Look and see, then, if there has been 
any deposit made to that account since 
October 25 of last year, 1928? 

A. No, that shows the last deposit. 
Q. All right. Then, the amount of 

deposits shown by this bank account 
aggregates now the •ame sum as it did 
at the time they made that audit on 
February 6th T 

A. That is correct; yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Have you ever figured 

the aggregate deposits made in that ac
count in your hank, and do you know 
what those deposits aggregate? 

A. No, sir, I never have made a total 
of them. 

Q. Do you know, or have you any 
means of knowing, whether the actual 
funds received on the one-cent-per-acre 
proposition under the reappraisement 
amounted to $12,245.66 in excess of the 
money that was deposited in the bank
do you know anything about that? 

A. No, sir, I don't. 
Q. All you know is the amount de· 

posited in the bank T 
A. That is all. 
Q. The amount deposited in the bank 

is shown by the figures in this col~mn 
(indicating), deposited on these various 
dates! 

A. Yes, air. 
Q. Now, we have introduced-we 

have here now in our possession a large 
number of checks among those that are 
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enumerated, I am sure, on your sheet, 
but if there are checks that your records 
show went through the bank-that is, 
the amount-totaling $20,235.51-what 
I am wanting to ask you is this, if 
there are any original checks in exist· 
ence outside of those we have in our 
possession here, have you any of them 
in. your possession now, drawn on that 
account? 

A. I don't remember just what the 
last date was the statement was ren
dered; it is barely possible--well, in 
fact, it is very evident that at any rate 
any checks paid during the month of 
June would probably be in our bank. 

Q. Well, I will ask you this, then: 
If there are checks that were issued on 
this account, prior to February G, 1929, 
in addition to those that have been de
livered to us, evidently your bank has 
got them in your possession? 

A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Checks that were cashed prior to 

February 6, 1929? 
A. We furnish a statement and with 

the statement delivered the checks to 
Mr. Robison. 

Q. Now, let me see--have you got a 
sheet showing the personal account that 
Mr.· Robison opened up a year and a 
half after he opened up this account? 

A- (Handing counsel a ledger sheet.) 
Q. Now, that account was opened up 

when? 
A. December 31, 1926. 
Q. December 31, 1926! By a de-

posit of how much! 
A. $1,000.00. 
Q. All right? 
A. On January 4, $1,000.00. 
Q. January 4? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. $1,000.00 ! And January 5th, 

$365.00; and February 19th, $1,500.00; 
and April 5th, $1,000.00. And that 
constitutes 11.ll the deposits that have 
been made! And on the other side, 

May 16, 1927, $328.15; May 21st, 
$59.72; May 23rd, $500.00; June 15, 
1927, $1,080.57; June 24th, ·$100.00; 
September 18th, $462.00; and January 
13, last year, $500.00. And those are 
the only deposits ever made on that 
personal account? 

A. That is what the records say. 
Q. All right. That personal account 

-the last deposit appears to have been 
on January 13, 1928-January, a year· 
ago-and the last check appears to 
have been drawn, was drawn, on Octo
ber 13, 1928, leaving a balance at that 
time of $11.85, and since that time 
that has been just a dead account to the 
extent of that small balance of $11.85 ! 

A. That _ _is right. 
Q. All deposits made in that ac

count appear as itemized and the 
checks here in this other place, as you 
have indicated on this other sheet? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That account is just J. T. Robi

son? 
A. Yes, sir. 
'Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Gen

tlemen of the Committee, we offer by 
agreement-it is agreed that these are 
correct copies and may be used for the 
purpose of this hearing-we offer in 
~vidence the full account of J. T. Robi
son, Special, beginning April 30, 1925, 
and coming down to June 11, 1929, con
sisting of ten papers, furnished us by 
the Texas Bank & Trust Company, Aus
tin, Texas. Mr. Reporter, will you 
kindly count those pages and see if I 
counted them correctly! 

The Reporter (after counting the 
pages) : There are ten ledger sheets. 

Mr. Allen: Kindly keep them with 
the balance of the record. 

(The ledger sheets were marked for 
identification Exhibits 46 to 55, inclu
sive, and photostatic copies are at
tached hereto and made a part of this 
record.) 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ..... I. ... Ne.me .. . J T ROBISON SPEC .... 

Address 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depoe its Date New Balance 

------- ---
Balance Brought forward APR 30'25 55.08 APR 30'25 55.08 • --- ---

55.08 MAY 12'25 MAY 12'25 11.20 MAY 12 '25 66. 28 • 
66. 28 JUN 10 '25 102.40 JUN 10 '25 168.68 • 

168.68 JUN 16'25 372.57 JUN 16'25 541.25 • 
541.25 Ji::N 18 '25 39 50- JUN 18 '25 JUN 18 '25 501. 75 • 
501. i5 Jl'N 18 '25 75.00- JUN 18 '25 JUN 18 '25 426. 75 • 
426. 75 JUN 22 '25 15.00- 5.00- JUN 22 '25 JUN 22'25 406. 75 • 
406. 75 JUN 23 '25 68.80 JUN 23 '25 475.55 • 
475.55 JUN 23 '25 450.00 JUN 23 '25 925.55 • 
925 .55 JUN 25 '25 827.00- 150 00- JUN 25 '25 113.26 JUN 25 '25 61.81 • 
61.81 Jl'.N 25 '25 4.80- JUN 25'25 90.05 JUN 25 '25 147.06 • 

147.06 Jl'N 29 '25 9.75- JUN 29 '25 JUN 29'25 137.31 • 
137.31 JUN 30'25 9. 7f>- JUN 30'25 295.43 JUN 30'22 432.74. 
432. i4 JUL l '25 20.00- 92 67- 52 ()(}--- JUL l '25 JUL l '25 269.07 • 
269 .07 JUL 2 '25 29.17- JUL 2'25 JUL 2'25 239.90 • 
239. 90 JUL 2'25 1,450. 77 JUL 2 '25 1,690.67. 

1,690.67 JUL 3 '25 100.00- JUL 3 '25 JUL 3 '25 1,590.67. 
1,590.67 JUL 11 '25 218.59 JUL 11 '25 1,809.26 • 
1,809.26 JUL 13 '25 200 00- JUL 13 '25 1.494. 78 JUL 13 '25 3,104.04 • 
3,104.04 JUL 15 '25 24. 7r.- 19.30- JUL 15 '25 JUL 15 '25 3,059.99 • 
3,059.99 JUL 16'25 83.20 JUL 16 '25 3, 143.19 • 
3.143.19 JUL 17 '25 344.95 

JUL 17 '25 JUL 17 '25 186.18 JUL 17'25 3.674.32 • 
3,674.32 JUL 18 '25 88.33 JUL 18 '25 3. 762.65 • 
3. 762.65 JUL 18 '25 78.80- JUL 18 '25 JUL 18 '25 3,683.79. 
3, 683. 79 JUL 20'25 531.68 JUL 20'25 4,215.47. 
4, 215. 47 JUL 22'25 2.00- JUL 22 '25 JUL 22'25 4,213.47 • 
4,213.47 JUL 23 '25 1, 037 .49 JUL 23 '25 5,250.96 • 
5, 250. 96 JUL 23 '25 5,000.00- JUL 23 '25 700.42 JUL 23 '25 951.38 • 

951.38 JUL 24 '25 1,556.54 JUL 24 '25 2,507.92. 
2,507.92 JUL 25 '25 45.sr.- JUL 25 '25 JUL 25'25 2,462.07 • 
2,462.07 JUL 27 '25 8.00- JUL 27 '25 JUL 27 '25 2,454.07 • 
2,454.07 JUL 27 '25 l, 105.75 JUL 27'25 3,559.82 • 
3,559.82 JUL 28 '25 116. 98 JUL 28'25 3,676.80. 
3,676.80 JUL 29 '25 83.3f- JUL 29'25 217.25 JUL 29 '25 3, 810. 71 • 
3,810.71 JUL 31 '25 25.00- 65.00- JUL 31 '25 JUL 31 '25 3. 720. 71 • 
3, 720. 71 JUL 31 '25 JUL 31 '25 1,018.51 

JUL 31 '25 JUl. 31 '25 173.94 JUL 31 '25 4,913.16 • 
4,913.16 AUG 1 '25 135.00- 72 58- 125 00- AUG 1 '25 AUG l '25 4,580.58 • 
4,580.58 AUG 3 '25 100.00- AUG 3 '25 AUG 3 '25 4,480.58 • 
4,480.58 AUG 4 '25 AUG 4 '25 720.33 AUG 4 '25 5,200.~1 • 
5, 200. 91 AUG 5'25 l, 141.62 AUG 5 '25 6,342.53. 
6,342.53 AUG 5'25 819.59 AUG 5'25 7,162.12. 
7, 162.12 AUG 7 '25 AUG 7'25 580.56 AUG 7 '25 7,742.68. 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ... 2 ...... Name ........ J T ROBISON. SPEC ................ . 

Addn<is ...••............................................• 

Old Balance Date Cheoks in Detail Date Deposits Date NewBslance 

Balance brought forward 
AUG 11 '25 7, 742.68 

AUG 11 '25 AUG 11 '25 1,309.22 AUG 11 '25 9,051.90 • 
9,051.90 AUG 13'25 AUG 13 '25 l,075.45 AUG 13 '25 10,127.35. 

10, 127 .35 AUG 15'25 AUG 15 '25 1,998.30 AUG 15 '25 12.125.65 • 
12,125.65 AUG 18'25 45.50- AUG 18'25 1,855.27 AUG 18'25 13,935.42 • 
13,935.42 AUG 20'25 211.20 

AUG 20'25 1,006.25 AUG 20'25 15,152.87. 
15, 152.87 AUG 22'25 297.42 AUG 22 '25 15,450.29 • 
15,450.29 AUG 25'25 AUG 25 '25 1.662.90 AUG 25 '25 17,113.!9' 
17, 113.19 AUG 27'25 924. 72 AUG 27 '25 18,037.91 • 
18,037.91 AUG 29'25 1, 774.07 AUG 29 '25 19.811.98. 
19,811.98 AUG 31 '25 100.00- 100.00- AUG 31 '25 460.35 AUG 31 '25 20,072.33 • 
20.072.33 SEP I '25 135.00- 65.00-1,000.00-

SEP 1 '25 125.00- 125.00- SEP 1 '25 SEP 1 '25 18,622.33 • 
18,622.33 SEP 2 '25 110.89- SEP 2 '25 SEP 2'25 18,511.44. 
18,511.44 SEP 3 '25 125.00- 95.311- SEP 3 '25 2.334.05 SEP 3 '25 20,625.10. 
20,625.10 SEP 4 '25 300.00- 150.00- SEP 4 '25 SEP 4 '25 20, 175.10 • 
20,175.10 SEP 5 '25 3.50 SEP 5 '25 21,591.94 • 
21,591.94 SEP 9'25 9.90- SEP 9'25 l,420.34 SEP 9'25 21,986.44 • 
21,586.44 SEP 10'25 811.30 SEP 10'25 22,397. 74 • 
22,397. 74 SEP 12 '25 164.46 SEP 12 '25 22,562.20 • 
22,562.20 SEP 15 '25 124.95 SEP 15'25 22,687 .15 • 
22,687.15 SEP 16'25 500.00- SEP 16'25 SEP 16'25 22,187.15. 
22, 187 .15 SEP 17'25 222.21 SEP 17 '25 22,409.36 • 
22,409 36 SEP 18'25 54.00- SEP 18'25 22,355.36 • 
22,355.36 SEP 19'25 140.97 SEP 19'25 22,496.33 • 
22,496.33 SEP 21 '25 81.00- SEP 21 '25 SEP 21 '25 22,415.33 • 
22;'15.33 SEP 22'25 1,645.58 SEP 22'25 24,060.91 • 
24,060.91 SEP 24 '25 300.00- SEP 24 '25 267.03 SEP 24 '25 24,027 .94 • 
24,027 .94 SEP 26'25 1,256.43 SEP 26 '25 25,284 .37 • 
25,284.37 SEP 28'25 125.00- SEP 28'25 SEP 28'25 25,159.37. 
25,159.37 SEP 29'25 361.14 SEP 29'25 25,520.51 • 
25,520.51 SEP 30'25 125.00- SEP 30'25 SEP 30'25 25,395.51 • 
25,395.51 OCT 1 '25 125.00- OCT 1 '25 215.02 OCT 1 '25 25,485.53 • 
25,485.53 OCT 2'25 6.4G- OCT 2 '25 OCT 2'25 25,479.13. 
25,479.13 OCT 3 '25 OCT 3 '25 65.68 OCT 3 '25 25,544.81 • 
25,544.81 OCT 5 '25 80.00- OCT 6'25 OCT 5 '25 25,464.81 • 
25,464.81 OCT 6'25 125.00- OCT 6'25 OCT 6'25 25,339.81 • 
25,339.81 OCT 8'25 35.41- OCT 8'25 15.74 OCT 8 '25 25,320.14 • 
25,320.14 OCT 9'25 100.00- 32.00- OCT 9'25 OCT 9'25 25, 188.14 • 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ..... 3 .. Name .. . J T ROBISON SPEC ....... . 

Address. 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depoeit. Date New Balance 

--- ---
B:i.lnnce brought forward OCT 14 '25 25, 188.14 --- ---

OCT l4 '25 1,000.00- 52 42- OCT 14 '25 OCT 14 '25 24,135.72. 
24, 135. 72 OCT 15 '25 15.000 00- OCT 15 '25 OCT 15 '25 9,!a5.72 • 
9, 135. 72 OCT 19.25 672.92 OCT 19 '25 9,808.64 • 
9,808.64 OCT 23 '25 93.33 OCT 33 '25 9.901.97. 
9, 901. 97 OCT 26'25 77.49 OCT 26'25 9,979.46. 
9,979.46 OCT 29 '25 3.W- 36 00-- OCT 29'25 1,044.44 OCT 29'25 10,984.70 • 

10, 984 70 OCT 30'25 2li.88- 3.20- OCT 30'25 10,954.62. 
10. 954 il2 NOV 3 '25 NOV 2'25 179.70 NOV 2'25 11,134.32. 
11,134 32 NOV 3 '25 44.~ 125.00- NOV 3 '25 10.964.52. 
10, 964 521NOV 4 '25 61l ft6- 200.CJO-. I.~ NOV 4 '25 NOV 4 '25 10, 696.26 • 
10, 69fi 2fi NOV 5 '25 12.80- NOV 5 '25 10,683.46 • 
10, 683 46 NOV 6'25 1,387.65 NOV 6'25 12,071.11 • 
12,071.11 NOV i '25 G.41- 4.50- NOV 7'25 NOV 7 '25 12,060.20 • 
U,060.20 NOV 9 '25 6.40- NOV 9 '25 NOV 9'25 12,053.80. 
12,053 80 NOV 12 '25 100.00- 100.00- NOV 12'25 NOV 12 '25 11,853.80 • 
11,853.80 NOV 13 '25 462.20 NOV 13 '25 12,316.00 • 
12,316.00 NOV 18 '25 503 .20 NOV 18 '25 12, 819.20 • 
12,819.20 NOV 23 '25 3 75- 100.00- NOV 23 '25 NOV 23'25 12, 715.45 • 
12,715.45 NOV 24 '25 724.45 NOV 24 '25 13,439.90 • 
13, 439. 90 NOV 27, 25 16.86- NOV 27 '25 13. 423.04 • 
13,423 .04 NOV 28 '25 200. 00-- 5,000 00- NOV 28'25 NOV 28'25 8.224.04 • 
8,223 .04 DEC 1 '25 100.00- 100.00- DEC l '25 DEC l '25 8,023 .04 • 
8,023.04 DEC 2 '25 104. li- DEC 2 '25 DEC 2 '25 7,918.87 • 
7, S18.87 DEC 4 '25 150.CJO-. DEC 4 '25 DEC 4 '25 7,768.87. 
7, 768.87 DEC 5 '25 l.~ DEC 5 '25 DEC 5 '25 7,767.27' 
7,767.27 DEC 7 '25 59.26 DEC 7'25 7 .826.53 • 
7, 826. 53 DEC 9'25 50.00- DEC 9 '25 DEC 9'25 7, 776.13 • 
7. 776.53 DEC 10'25 230.19 DEC 10'25 8,006.72 • 
8,006.72 DEC 11 '25 150.00- DEC 11 '25 DEC 11 '25 7,856.72 • 
7,856.72 DEC 12'25 333.39 DEC 12'25 8, 190.11 • 
8, 190.11 DEC 16'25 2.00-- DEC 16'25 8,188.11. 
8, 188.11 DEC 17 '25 100.00- DEC 17'25 DEC 17'25 8,088.11 • 
8,088.11 DEC 15 '25 250.00- DEC 18 '25 DEC 18'25 7,838.11 • 
7, 838.11 DEC 19'25 DEC 19 '25 109.84 DEC 19'25 7,947.95. 
7. 947. 95 DEC 22'25 100.00- DEC 22'25 DEC 22'25 7,847.96. 
7,847.95 DEC 23 '25 125.00- DEC 23'25 380.44 DEC 23'25 8.103.39. 
8, 103.39 DEC 24'25 100.00- 125.00-

DEC 24'25 150.00- DEC 24'25 7, 728.39 • 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SheetNo .... 4 ..... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ............... .. 

Address .. ... ... 

Old Balance Date Cheoks in Detail Date Deposits Date New Ba.Janee 

---
Balance brought forward DEC 24'25 7, 728.39 ---

DEC 26'25 50.00- DEC 26'25 DEC 26'25 7.678.39. 
7,678.39 DEC 28'25 100.00- 1.20- DEC 28'25 37.35 DEC 28'25 7.614.54. 
7,614.54 DEC 30'25 300.00- DEC 30'25 DEC 30'25 7,314.54 • 
7,314.M DEC 31'25 275.00- DEC 31 '25 DEC 31 '25 7,039.54 • 
7,039.54 JAN 6'26 192.81 JAN 5 '26 7, 232.35 • 
7,232.35 JAN 6.26 6.35- JAN 6'26 JAN 6'26 7.226.00 • 
7,226.00 JAN 7'26 22.79- 400.00- JAN 7'26 JAN 7'26 6,803.21 • 
6,803.21 JAN 8'26 25.00- JAN 8'26 JAN 8'26 6, 778.21 • 
6, 778.21 JAN 9'26 14.6o- JAN 9'26 JAN 9'26 6. 763.61 • 
6,763.61 JAN 11 '26 183.00- JAN 11 '26 JAN 11 '26 6,580.61 • 
6,580.61 JAN 13 '26 62.00- JAN 13 '26 JAN 13 '26 6,528.61 • 
6,528.61 JAN 16'26 60.00- JAN 15'26 112.33 JAN 15'26 6.580.94 • 
6,680.94 JAN 18 '26 25.00- 75.00- JAN 18'26 JAN 18'26 6.480 94 • 
6,480. 94 JAN 22'26 11.10- JAN 22'26 JAN 22'26 6,469.84 • 
6,469.84 JAN 23 '26 243.35 JAN 23'26 6, 713.19 • 
6, 713.19 JAN 25'26 200.00- 2.00- JAN 23 '26 JAN 25'26 6,511.19 • 
6,611.19 JAN 26'26 34.50- 6.40- JAN 26'26 JAN 26'26 6,470.29 • 
6,470.29 JAN 29'26 3.81- 15.20- JAN 29'26 609.64 JAN 29'26 7.060.92 • 
7,060.92 JAN 30'26 200.00- JAN 30'26 JAN 30'26 6,860.92 • 
6,860.92 FEB I '26 65.00- 75.00- 125.00- FEB I '26 FEB I '26 6,695.92 • 
6,695.92 FEB 2 '26 300.n- 76 .00- FEB 2'26 FEB 2'26 6,220.92 • 
6,220.92 FEB 5'26 284.11 FEB 6'26 6,505.03 • 
6,505.03 FEB 8'26 200.00- FEB 8'26 FEB 8'26 6,305.03 • 
6,305.03 FEB 9'26 1.00- FEB 9'26 FEB 9'26 6,304.03 • 
6,304.03 FEB 11 '26 2.80- FEB 11 '26 298.49 FEB 11 '26 6,599.72. 
6,599.72 FEB 16'26 100.00- FEB 15'26 FEB 15'26 6.499. 72 • 
6,499. 72 FEB 18'26 25.00- 400.00- 75.00- FEB 18'26 339.49 FEB 18'26 6,339.21 • 
6,339.21 FEB 20'26 225.00- FEB ·20'26 FEB 20'26 6,114.21 • 
6,114.21 FEB 26'26 60.00- 60.00- FEB 26'26 FEB 26'26 6,004.21 • 
6,004.21 MAR I '26 125.00- 100.00- 1.65-

MAR I '26 125.00- MAR 1 '26 MAR 1 '26 5,652.66 • 
5,652.66 MAR 3 '26 75.00- MAR 3 '26 MAR 3'26 5,577 .56 • 
5,577.56 MAR 5'26 1,600.00- MAR 6'26 

MAR 5'26 250.00- MAR 6'26 MAR 5'26 3, 727.56 • 
3,727.56 MAR 6'26 300.00- 65.00- MAR 6'26 MAR 6'26 3,362.56 • 



124 

Bheel No ..... 5. 

Old Balance Dale 

---
---

MAR 8 '26 
3,306.58 MAR 12'26 
3.156.58 
3,737.18 MAR 15'26 
3,862.18 MAR 16'26 
3.612.18 MAR 18 '26 
3. 746. 47 MAR 19 '26 
3,596.4i MAR 22'26 
3,594.87 MAR 2ti'26 
3,519.87 MAR 31 '26 
3.207 .37 APR I '26 
2. 957. 3i APR 2'2t) 
2.937.37 APR 7 '26 
3,3:;] .12 APR 10 '26 
2,838.32 
2. 913 32 APR 13 '26 
2, 833 32 APR 17"26 
2.818.32 APR 18 '26 
2. 661. 92 APR 20"26 
2, 636. 92 APR 22 '26 
2.624.91 APR 24 '26 
2. 795.22 APR 26 "26 
2,645.22 APR 27 "26 
2,630.22 APR 28 '26 
2, 1125.22 APR 30'26 
2.469.22 MAY I '26 
2,269.22 MAY 3 '26 
2,Cle9.22 MAY 4 "26 
1,799.22 MAY 5 '26 
1.574.22 MAY 6'26 
1.568.15 MAY 8'26 
1,561.75 
1.690. 69 MAY 13 "26 
1,660.63 
2.606.05 
2,660.70 MAY 20"26 

HOUSE JOURNAL. 

TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Name 

Add ...... 

J T ROBISON SPEC. 

Checks in Delail Dale 

Balance brought forward MAR 6'26 

55.98- MAR 8 "26 
150.00- MAR 12'26 

MAR 13"26 
i5.00- MAR 15'26 

250.00- MAR 16'26 
6.40- .80- MAR 18"26 

150.00- MAR 19'26 
1.6()- MAR 22'26 

;s.oo- MAR 26'26 
62.50- 125.00- 125.00- MAR 31 "26 

125.00- 125.00- APR 1 '26 
20.00- APR 2 "26 

225.00- 40.00- APR 7 "26 
6. 40- 6.40- 500.00- APR 10'26 

APR 12'26 
60 00- 20.00- APR 13 '26 
15.00- APR 17"26 
6 40- 150.00- APR 18 "26 

25.00- APR 20'26 
2 01- 10.00- APR 22'26 

150 00- APR 24 '26 
150.00- APR 26'26 
15.00-
5.00- APR 28 '26 

95.00- 125.00- APR 30"26 
85.00- 125.00- MAY 1 '26 
35.00- 126.00- MAY 3 '26 

300.00- MAY 4 '26 
225 00- MAY 5'26 

6.07- MAY 6'26 
6.40- MAY 8 "26 

30.0&- ~Nln: 
MAY 15'26 
MAY 19"26 

9.00- 150.00- MAY 20'26 

Dcpooito 

---
3,362.56 ---

580.60 
200.00 

141.49 

678. 75 

75.00 

320.31 

64.00 

128.94 

945.42 
54.65 

Dale New Balance 

MAR 8'26 3,306.58 • 
MAR 12"26 3,156.58. 
MAR 13'26 3,737.18. 
MAR 15"26 3,862.18. 
MAR 16'26 3, 612.18 • 
MAR 18'26 3, 746.47 • 
MAR 19"26 3,596.47 • 
MAR 22'26 3.594.87. 
MAR 26"26 3.519.87. 
MAR 31 "26 3, 207.37 • 
APR 1 '26 2, 957 .37 • 
APR 2 '26 2.938.38 • 
APR 7"26 3,351.12 • 
APR 10"26 2.838.32 • 
APR 12 "26 2,913.32. 
APR 13 "26 2,833.32. 
APR 17"26 2,818.32 • 
APR 18'26 2,661.92. 
APR 20'26 2.836.92. 
APR 22"26 2.624.91 • 
APR 24 '26 2, 795.22 • 
APR 26'26 2,645.22 • 
APR 27"26 2,630.22. 
APR 28 '26 2. 625.22 • 
APR 30"26 2.469.22. 
MAY I "26 2.259.22 • 
MAY 3 '26 2,099.22 • 
MAY 4 '26 1. 769. 22 ° 
MAY 5 "26 1.574.22 • 
MAY 6'26 1,568.15 • 
MAY 8 "26 1,561.75. 
MAY 11 '26 1. 690.69 ° 
MAY 13 "26 1.660.63. 
MAY 15'26 2.606.06 • 
MAY 19'26 2,660. 70 • 
MAY 20"26 2.501.70. 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ..... 6 .... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ............... .. 

Address ........................ ••· .. ·· ........ · .. · .. ····· 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail I Date Deposits Date New Balance 

Balance brought forward MAY 20'26 2,502.70 ---
MAY 21 '26 5.00- MAY 21 '26 MAY 21 '26 2,496.70 • 

2,496.70 MAY 25'26 10.00- MAY 25'26 MAY 25'26 2,486.70. 
2,486. 70 MAY 26'26 50.95 MAY 26'26 2,537.65 • 
2,537.65 MAY 29'26 125.00- 125.00- MAY 29'26 MAY 29'26 2,287.65 • 
2,287.65 JUN l '26 6.15- 125.00- 115.00-

JUN l '26 125.00- JUN l '26 JUN l '26 1,916.50. 
1, 916.50 JUN 2'26 63.18- JUN 2'26 JUN 2'26 1,853.32. 

. 1,853.32 JUN 4 '26 200.00- JUN 4 '26 JUN 4 '26 l,653.32. 
1,653.32 JUN 5'26 300.00- JUN 5'26 JUN 5 '26 1,353.32 • 
1,353.32 JUN 7'26 82.25 JUN 7'26 1,435.57 • 
1,435.57 JUN 9'26 300.00- JUN 9'26 JUN 9'26 1,135.57. 
1,135.57 JUN 14 '26 !DO.OD- JUN 14 '26 JUN 14 '26 1,035.57 • 
1,035.57 JUN 16'26 60.60 JUN 16'26 1,096.17 • 
1,096.17 JUN 17'26 26.72- JUN 17'26 JUN 17'26 1,069.45 • 
1,069.45 JUN 18'26 5.40- 6.40- JUN 18'26 JUN 18'26 1,057.65. 
1,057.65 JUN 19'26 200.00- 20.00- JUN 19'26 JUN 19'26 837.65 • 

837 .65 JUN 21 '26 75.00- 66.67- JUN 21 '26 JUN 21 '26 695.98 • 
695.98 JUN 22 '26 6.40- JUN 22'26 JUN 22'26 689.58 • 
689.58 JUN 22'26 87.50- JUN 22'26 JUN 22'26 602.08 • 
602.08 JUN 23 '26 52.00- JUN 23 '26 JUN 23'26 550.08 • 
550.08 JUN 24 '26 74.00- 4.00- l.6D- JUN 24'26 JUN 24 '26 470.48 • 
470.48 ~ 25 '26 3.20- 300.00- JUN 25 '26 JUN 25'26 167 .28 • 
167 .28 29'26 167.28- JUN 29'26 JUN 29'26 .00 • 

JUL l '26 105.00- 44.80- 125.00- JUL l '26 JUL l '26 274.80 OD 
-274.80 JUL 3 '26 200.00- JUL 3'26 JUL 3 '26 474.80 OD 
-474.80 JUL 3 '26 87.50- JUL 3 '26 562.30 OD 
-562.30 JUL 6'26 6.40- 100.00- JUL 6'26 JUL 6'26 668.70 OD 
-668.70 JUL 7'26 19.20- JUL 7'26 JUL 7'26 687.90 OD 
-687.90 JUL 10'26 22.60- JUL 10'26 JUL 10'26 710.50 OD 
-710.50 JUL 13'26 200.00- JUL 13 '26 JUL 13 '26 910.50 OD 
-910.50 JUL 14'26 JUL 15 '26 5, 195.47 JUL 14 '26 

JUL 14'26 250.00- JUL 14'26 JUL 14'26 4.034.97 • 
4,034.97 JUL 21 '26 12.80- 500.00- JUL 21 '26 JUL 21 '26 3,522.17 • 
3,522.17 JUL 22'26 11.88- JUL 22'26 JUL 22'26 3.510.29 • 
3,510.29 JUL 23 '26 20.95- JUL 23 '261 JUL 23 '26 3.489.34 • 
3,489.34 JUL 30'26 200.00- JUL 30'26 JUL 30'261 3,289.34 • 
3,289.34 AUG 2'26 5.00- AUG 2'26 AUG 2 '26 3.284.32 • 
3,284.34 AUG 3 '26 125.00- AUG 3 '26 AUG 3'26 3, 159.34 • 



126 HOUSE JOUBNAL. 

TIEliS IWll: AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEIAI 

8bool No ..... 7 ... Name..... . J T ROBISON SPEC ....... . 

Add,... 

Old Jlalllloe Dale Cbecb in Detail Dale Depooita n.1e NewS..... 

Balance brought lanmd A111 3'26 3, 159.34 
---

A111 4 '26 100.00- 175.00- A111 4 '26 AUi 4'26 2,884.34 • 
2,884.34 Aue 9 '26 6.40- Aue 9 '26 AUi 9'26 2,877.94. 
2,877. 94 Aue 18 '26 400.00- AUi 18'26 AUi 18'26 2,477.94. 
2,477. 94 Aug 23 '26 31.2[>- AUi 28'26 AUi 23'26 2,446.111 • 
2,446.69 Aug 27 '26 100.00- AUi 27'26 AUi 27'26 2,346.69 • 
2,346.69 Aug 28'26 6.6&- AUi 28'26 Alli 28'26 2,340.01 • 
2,340.01 Aug 31 '26 83.37- Alli 31 '26 Alli 31 '26 2,25'.64 • 
2,266.64 Sep 1 '26 175.00- 125.00- 100.00- Sep 1 '26 Sep 1 '26 1.866.64 • 
1,856.64 Sep 2 '26 15.00- = 2'26 = 2 '26 1,841.64 • 
1,841.64 Sep 3 '26 54. If>- 37 .50- 4.16- 3'26 3 '26 1,745.82. 
1,745.82 = 4 '26 200.00- Sep 4'26 = 4 '26 1,645.82 • 
1,545.82 8'26 400.00- Sep 8'26 8 '26 1,145.82. 
l, 145.82 Sep 13 '26 200.00- = 13'26 Sep 13 '26 946.82 • 

945. 82 Sep 15'26 7 .llO-- 3. 71'>- 15'26 Sep 15'26 1134.17 • 
934.17 Sep 21 '26 5.00- Sep 21 '26 = 21 '26 1129.17. 
929.17 Sep 25 '26 22.9&- Sep 25'26 25 '26 llOe.19 • 
ll00.19 Oct ! '26 125.00- 125.00- 125.00-

Oct 1 '26 125.00- Oct 1 '26 Oct 1 '26 406.19 • 
406.19 Oct 5'26 89.Zf>- Oct 5'26 Oct 5'26 316.94 • 
316.94 Oct 8'26 9.35 Oct 8'26 326.29. 
326. 29 Oct 15 '26 54.17- Oct 15'26 Oct 15'26 272.12 • 
272.12 Oct 19'26 Oct 19'26 25.60 Oct 19'26 297 .72 • 
297. 72 Oct 2! '26 Oct 21 '26 51.46 Oct 21 '26 349.18 • 
349.18 Oct 22 '26 Oct 22'26 15,949.18. 
349.18 Oct 22 '26 15,600.00 Oct 22'26 15,949.18. 

15, 949.18 Oct 23 '26 15.000.00- Oct 23 '26 Oct 23 '26 949.18. 
949.18 Oct 26 '26 19.64- 6.40- Oct 26'26 21.40 Oct 26'26 944.54 • 
944.54 Oct 27 '26 30.00- Oct 27 '26 Oct 27'26 914.54 • 
914.54 Oct 30'26 37.Zf>- Oct 30'26 Oct 30'26 877 .29 • 
877 .29 Oct 30'76 50.00- Oct 30'36 381.49 Oct 30'26 1,208.78. 

1,208.78 Nov I '26 125.00- 125.00- 125.00-
Nov 1 '26 125.00- Nov 1 '26 NOT 1 '26 708. 79 • 

708.78 Nov 4 '26 Nov 4'26 364.63 Nov 4 '26 1,073.00. 
1,073.41 Nov 6'26 NOT 6'26 
1,073 .41 Nov 6'26 63.16 NOT 6'26 I, 136.17 • 
l, 136.57 Nov 9 '26 Nov 9'26 64.00 NOT 9'26 1,200.57 • 
1,200.57 Nov 19'26 Nov 19'26 352.08 Nov IV '26 1,562.65 • 
1,552.65 Nov 23 '26 6.40- Nov 23 '26 NOT 23 '26 1,546.25 • 
1,546.25 Nov 24 '26 Nov 24'26 450.14 Nov 24 '26 1,996.39. 
1, 996.39 Nov 26.26 6.40- 1.SO- Nov 26'26 Nov 26 '26 1,1188.39 • 
1, 988.39 Nov 30'26 51.20- 125.00- Nov 30'26 Nov 30'26 1,812.19 • 
1,812.19 Dec 1 '26 50.00- 125.00- 125.00-

Dec 1 '26 62.50- Dec 1 '26 Dec 1 '26 I, 449. 69 • 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 127 

TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SheetNo •.. 8 ...... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC •...........•.... 

Address •...........••..•.•••.•......................... 

Olt!Balance Date Checka In Detail Date Depoeifll Date New Balance 

--- ---
Balance brought forward Dee l '26 1,449.69 ---

Dee 2'26 150.00- Dee 2'26 37.19 Dee 2'26 1,336.88 • 
1,336.88 Dee 4'26 Dee 4'26 9.20 Dee 4'26 1,346.08 • 
1,346.08 Dee 6,26 Dee 6'26 200.00 Dee 6'26 

Deo 6'26 Deo 6'26 48.86 Deo 6'26 1,594.93 • 
1,594.93 Dec 8'26 Dee 8'26 8.00 Dee 8'26 1,602.93 • 
1,602.93 Dee 9'26 28.25- Deo 9'26 Dee 9'26 1,574.68. 
1,574.68 Dee 11 '26 1.07- Dec 11 '26 Dee 11 '26 1,573.61 • 
1,573.61 Dee 14'26 Dec 14 '26 27.43 Dee 14 '26 l, 601.04 s 

sl,601.04 Dee 16'26 Dee 16'26 19.64 Dee 16'26 1,620.68 • 
1,620.68 Dee 19,26 100.00- Dec 19'26 Dec 19'26 1,520.68 8 

sl,520.68 Dea 21 '26 8.71!- Dee 21 '26 Dee 21 '26 1,511.90. 
1,511.90 Dee 22,26 Dee 22'26 178.59 

Dee 22'26 Dec 22'26 1,213.34 Dee 22'26 2.903.83 8 
2,903.83 Dec 24 '26 125.00- 125.00- 50.00- Dee 24 '26 Dee 24 '26 2, 603.83 • 
2,603.83 Dee 27'26 125.00- Deo 27'26 Dec 27'26 2,478.83 • 
2,478.83 Dee 28'26 12.80- 60.00- 125.00- Dee 28'26 Dee 28'26 2,291.03 • 
2,291.03 Dee 29'26 5.00- 358.40- Dec 29'26 36.98 Dec 29'26 1,964.61. 
1,964.61 Dee 30'26 Dec 30'26 96.51 Dec 30'26 2,051.12 • 
2,051.12 Dee 31 '26 100.9o- 4.00- Dea 31 '26 184.22 Dee 31 '26 2, 130.44 • 
2,130.44 Jan 4'27 Jan 4 '27 19.64 Jan 4'27 2, 150.08 • 
2,160.08 Jan 6'27 Jan 6'27 41.0ll Jan 6'27 2, 191.16 • 
2,191.16 Jan 7'27 125.00-· Jan 7'27 Jan 7'27 2,066.16 • 
2,066.16 Jan 8'27 20.00- Jan 8'27 Jan 8'27 2,046.16 • 
2,046.16 Jan 11 '27 40.32- Jan 11 '27 Jan 11 '27 2,005.84. 
2,005.84 Jan 19'27 Jan 19'27 56.00 Jan 19'27 2,061.81 • 
2,061.84 Jan 24'27 19.20- Jan 24'27 Jan 24'27 2,042.64 • 
2,042.64 Jan 27'27 Jan 27'27 132.82 Jan 27'27 2,175.46. 
2,175.46 Jan 31 '27 125.00- Jan 31 '27 Jan 31 '27 2,050.46 • 
2,050.46 Feb l '27 125.00- 59.00- Feb l '27 Feb l '27 1,866.46. 
1,866.46 Feb 2'27 150.00- Feb 2 '27 Feb 2'27 1,716.46. 
l, 716.46 Feb 19'27 Feb 19'27 14.59 Feb· 19'27 ·l, 731.05 • 

Feb 19'27 Feb 19'27 
1, 731.05 Feb 25'27 6.40- Feb 25'27 Feb 25'27 1,724.65. 
1, 724.65 Mar 1 '27 100.00- Mar l '27 Mar l '27 1, 624.65 • 
1,624.65 Mar 16'27 135.9o- Mar 16'27 Mar 16'27 1,488. 75 • 
1,488.75 Mar 19'27 20.05- Mar 19'27 Mar 19'27 1,468.70. 
1,468.70 Mar 22'27 6.30- Mar 22'27 Mar 22'27 1,462.40 • 
1,462.40 Mar 23'27 30.00- Mar 23 '27 Mar 23 '27 1,432.40 • 
1,432.40 Mar 25'27 100.00- Mar 25'27 Mar 25'27 1,332.40 • 
1,332.40 Mar 28'27 36.10- Mar 28'27 Mar 28'27 1,296.30 • 
1,296.30 Mar 30'27 83.03- Mar 30'27 Mar 30'27 1,213.27 • 
1,213.27 Apr 4'27 100.00- Apr 4'27 Apr 4'27 l, 113.27 • 



128 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

TEXAS BA.Nit AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No •.... 9 ... Name.. . J T ROBISON SPEC 

Addr ........... .. 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depooita Date Newllalanee 

--- ---
Balsnce brought forwaid Apr 4 '27 1,113.27 

--- ---
1,113.27 Apr 9 '27 32 00- Apr 9 '27 Apr 9'27 1,081.27. 
1,081.27 Apr 12 '27 58.46 Apr 12'27 1, 139.73 • 
l, 139. 73 Apr 25 "27 2.78- Apr 25'27 Apr 25'27 1, 136. 95 • 
1,113.95 Apr 27 '27 I 

U;y 
27 '27 114. 75 ~:y 27'27 1,251.70. 

1, 251.70 May 5 '27 5 '27 21.02 5'27 1,272.72 • 
1,272.72 May 16 '2i 83.03- May 16'27 May 16'27 l, 189.69 • 
1.189.69 May 19 '27 May 19 '27 57.60 May 19 '27 1,247.29. 
1,247 29 May 23 '27 50 00- May 23 '27 May 23 '27 1, 197.29 • 
1, 197 .29 May 25 '27 6.40- May 25 '27 May 25 '27 l, 190.89 • 

Jun 10 '27 l, 190.89 Jun 10'27 l, 190.89 • 
l, l!I0.89 Jun 10"27 Jun 10'27 5.00 Jun 10'27 1,195.89. 
1,195.89 Jun 15 "27 Jun 15 '27 38.38 Jun 15'27 1,234.27 • 
1.231 27 Jun 21 "27 Jun 24 '27 6.40 Jun 24 '27 1,240.67 • 
1.210 67 Jun 27 '27 Jun 27'27 10.20 Jun 27'27 1,250.87 • 
1,250.87 Jun 29 '27 Jun 29'27 9.60 Jun 29'27 1,260.47 • 
1.20047 Jun 30 "27 Jun 30'27 87.08 Jun 30'27 1,347.55 • 
1,347 55 Jul 5 '27 6.40- Jul 5 '27 Jul 5'27 1,341.15. 
1.341.15 .tu! G '27 33 .3&- Jul 6 '27 Jul 6'27 1,307 .80 • 
1,307.80 Jul 12"27 Jul 12 '27 46.05 Jul 12'27 1.353.85 • 
1,343.85 Jul 15 '27 Jul 15'27 103.44 Jul 15 '27 1,457 .29 

•1.457.29 Jul 29 '27 10 68- Jul 29'27 Jul 29'27 1,446.61 
Jul 30'27 19.20- Jul 30'27 Jul 30'27 1,427 .41 
Aug 2 '27 125.00- Aug 2'27 Aug 2 '27 1,302.41 
Aug 4 '27 6.40- Aug 4 '27 Aug 4 '27 1,296.01 
Aug II '27 4.1&- Aug 11 '27 Aug 11 '27 1 '291.83 
Aug 13 '27 4.02- .50- Aug 13 '27 Aug 13 '27 1,278.31 
Aug 22 '27 7.77-

~~ 22'27 Aug 22 '27 1,279.54 
Aug 23 '27 15. 2&- 23 '27 Aug 23 '27 1,264.29 
Aug 29'27 100- Aug 29'27 Aug 29'27 1,263.29 
Aug 31 '27 125.00- Aug 31 '27 Aug 31 '27 1,138.29 

•1.138.29 Sep 10'27 55.03- Sep 10'27 Sep 10'27 1 '083.26 
•l,083 .26 Sep 13 '27 100 00- 6.40- Sep 13 '27 Sep 13 '27 976. 86 
• 976 86 Sep 19 '27 5.7&- Sep 19 '27 Sep 19'27 971.08 
• 971.08 Sep 20'27 23. I&- Sep 20'27 

~ 20'27 947 .93 
• 947.93 Sep 21 '27 9 20- 300 l)(f- Sep 21 '27 21 '27 638.73 

• 638 73 Sep 27 '27 50 00- Sep 27 '27 Sep 27'27 588. 73 

• 588 73 Sep 28'27 17.68- Sep 2S'27 Sep 28'27 571.05 

• 571.05 Sep 28 '27 Sep 28'27 121.75 Sep 28 '27 692.80 

• 692.80 Sep 29'27 200 l)(f- Sep 29'27 Sep 29 '27 492.80 

• 492 .80 Sep 30 '27 125.00- Sep 30'27 Sep 30'27 367. 80 

• 367 .80 Oct 5 '27 50 00- Oct 5 '27 Oct 5 '27 317.80 

• 317 .80 Oct 7 '27 100 00- Oct 7 '27 Oct 7'27 217 .80 . "'~I~ 7 '27 Oct 7'27 89.40 Oct 7'27 307.20 
• 307.20 Oct 8 '27 50 00- Oct 8 '27 Oct 8'27 257 .20 
• 257 20 Oct 14 '27 7.40- 100.00- Oct 14 '27 Oct 14 '27 U9.80 
• 149 80 Oct 19 '27 150.00-- Oct 19'27 Oct 19 '27 .20-
- .20 4.5f>- Oct 20'27 Oct 20 '27 4. 75 OD 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 129 

TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SheelNo .... 10 .... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Adchosa ................................................. . 

OldBalanoe Dale Oheob in Detail Dale Depooi!B Date NewBalanee 

Balance bronsht forward Oct 22'27 4.75 

Oct 22'27 6.40- Oct 22'27 Oct 22 '27 11.15on 
-11.15 Nov I '27 75.00- Nov I '27 917.50 Nov I '27 831.35 • 
831.35 Nov I '27 82.65- Nov l '27 Nov I '27 748.70 • 
748.70 Nov 9'27 100.00- Nov 9'27 Nov 9'27 648. 70 
648. 70 Nov 12'27 26.40- Nov 12'27 Nov 12'27 622.30 
622.30 Nov 18'27 150.00- Nov 18'27 Nov 18 '27 472 .30 • 
472.30 Dec 2'27 100.00- Dec 2 '27 Dec 2'27 372.30 • 
372.30 Dec 2'27 Deo 2'27 200.00 Dec 2 '27 472.30 • 
572.30 Dec 5 '27 150.00- Dec 5 '27 Dec 5 '27 422.30 • 
422.30 Dec 10'27 150.00- Deo 10'27 Deo 10'27 272.30 • 
272.30 Dec 12'27 2.80- Deo 12 '27 Dec 12'27 269.50 • 
269.50 Dec 15'27 50.00- Dea 15'27 Dec 15'27 219.50 • 
219.50 Deo 21 '27 50.00- Deo 21 '27 Dec 21 '27 169.50 • 
169.50 Dec 23 '27 100.00- Dec 23 '27 Deo 23 '27 69.50 • 
69.50 Dec 31 '27 14.51- Dec 31 '27 Dec 31 '27 54.99 • 
54.99 Jan 11 '28 3.20- 3.20- 3.20- Jan 11 '28 Jan 11 '28 45.39 • 
45.39 Jan 12'28 4.80- 1.60- Jan 12'28 Jan 12'28 38.94 • 
38.99 Jan 16'28 3.20- 1.60- Jan 16'28 Jan 16'28 34.19 • 
34.19 Jan 17'28 6.33- Jan 17'28 Jan 17'2S 27.86 • 
27.86 Jan 20'28 Jan 20'28 40.00 Jan 20'28 67.86 • 
67.86 Jan 21 '28 100.00- 100.00- Jan 21 '28 5,029.45 Jan 21 '28 4,897 .31 • 

4,897.31 Jan 25 '28 100.00- Jan 25 '28 Jan 25 '28 4, 797.31 • 
'· 797 .31 Jan 25'28 32.50-- Jan 25 '28 Jan 25 '28 4,764.81. 
4,764.81 Jan 28'28 125.00- Jan 28'28 Jan 28 '28 4, 639.81 • 
4,6119.81 Jan 31 '28 59.80- Jan 31 '28 Jan 31 '28 4,580.01 • 
4,680.01 Jan 31 '28 150.00- Jan 31 '28 59.80 Jan 31 '28 4,489.81 • 
4,489.91 Feb I '28 4.71- 1.33- Feb I '28 Feb l '28 4,483.87 • 
4,483. 77 Feb l '28 75.89- Feb I '28 Feb l '28 4,407.88. 
4,407.88 Feb 3'28 75.00- Feb 3 '28 Feb 3 '28 4,332.88 • 
4,332.88 Feb 4'28 1,150.00- 100.00- Feb 4 '28 Feb 4 '28 3,082.88 • 
8,082.88 Feb 17'28 75.00- Feb 17 '28 Feb 17 '28 3,007.88. 
3,007.88 Feb 18'28 112.00- Feb 18 '28 Feb 18'28 2,895.88 • 
2,895.88 Feb 18'28 23.40- Feb 18'28 Feb 18'28 2,872.48 • 
2,872.48 Feb 21 '28 5.39- Feb 21 '28 Feb 21 '28 2,867.09. 
2,867.09 Feb 23 '28 30.00- 30.00- Feb 23 '28 Feb 23 '28 2,807 .09 • 
2,807.09 Feb 23'28 20.00- Feb 23 '28 Feb 23 '28 2, 787 .09 • 
2,787.09 Feb 24 '28 4.60- Feb 24 '28 Feb 24 '28 2, 782.49 • 
2, 782.49 Feb 25 '28 20.00- Feb 25 '28 Feb 25'28 2,762.49. 
2, 762.49 Feb 25'28 21.7~ Feb 25 '28 Feb 25 '28 2, 740. 74 • 
2,740.74 Feb 27'28 100.00- Feb 27'28 Feb 27'28 2, 640. 74 • 
2,640. 74 Feb 28'28 20.80- Feb 28'28 Feb 28'28 2,619.94. 
2,619.94 Feb 29'28 60.00- Feb 29 '28 Feb 29'28 2,559.94 • 
2,SS9.94 Mar 6'28 Mar 6'28 3,218.86 Mar 6'28 5, 778.80 • 
5,778.80 Mar 8'28 32.00- Mar 8 '28 Mar 8'28 5, 746.80 • 
6, 746.80 Mar 9'28 420.7~ Mar 9'28 Mar 9'28 5,326.0S • 
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Shee& No •... 11. ... 

Old~ Dale 

---
---

6, 326.05 MAR 10'28 
6, 242.34 MAR 10'28 
6,187.69 MAR 12'28 

MAR 12'2, 
4, 856. 61 MAR 15'28 
4,861.61 MAR 16'28 
4,837.11 MAR 19'28 
4,813.11 MAR 19 '28 
4,673.11 MAR 20'28 
4, 652.11 MAR 21 "28 
4, 628. 61 MAR 24 '28 
4, 442 66 MAR 26"28 
4, 428. 66 MAR 27 '28 
4,421.66 MAR 28 '28 
4,409.06 MAR 30'28 
4,334.06 APR 2'28 
4, 299.06 APR 3 '28 
4,246.61 APR 7'28 
3,881.86 APR 10'28 
3,836.86 APR 14 '28 
3,812.36 APR 16'28 
3,598.16 APR 17'28 

APR 17'28 
3,092.09 APR 18'28 
3,031.00 APR 19'28 
2, 971. 90 APR 23 '28 
2,869.95 APR 24 '29 
2,829.95 APR 28'28 
2. 789.45 MAY l '28 
2,258.05 MAY 5'28 
2, 233 .30 MAY 7'28 
2, 143 .30 MAY 10'28 
2,133.30 MAY 11 '28 
1,898.36 MAY 12'28 
1,873.86 MAY 14'28 
1,861.26 MAY 24'28 
1,333 .59 MAY 25'28 
1,313.59 MAY 26'28 
1,253.59 MAY28'28 
1,246.09 MAY 29'28 
l, 127.67 JUN 2'28 
1,033.29 JUN 6'28 

988 .04 JUN 8 '28 
913.42 JUN 9'28 

JUN 9 '28 
780.54 JUN 12 '28 

HOUSE JO URN AL. 

TEliS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEliS 

Name ... 

Addnm ... 

J T ROBISON SPF.c. . . .. . . .. ...... . 

Checks in Detail Dale Depooii. 

---
Balance brought lonoard MAR 10'28 6,326.05 ---83.72- MAR 10'28 

25.00- 28. 75- MAR 10'28 
5 .39- 37.60- 100.00-

188.19- MAR 12'28 
5.00- MAR 15'28 
9.50- 6.00- MAR 16"28 

24.00- MAR 19'28 
140.00- MAR 19'28 
21.00- MAR 20'28 
23.60- MAR 21 '28 

148.20- 15.00- 22. 75- MAR 24 '28 
14.00- MAR 26'28 
7.00- MAR 27'28 

12.6()- MAR 28 '28 
75.00- MAR 30'28 
8 5()- 26.50- APR 2'28 

47 .45- 5.00- APR 3 '28 
75.00- 264 .60- 25. 25- APR 7 '28 
5.00- 40.00- APR 10'28 

24.50- APR 14 '28 
52.10- 162.10- APR 15'28 
92.00- 10.00- 390.72-
7.35- 6.00- APR 17'28 

17.00- 43 .19- APR 18 '28 
60.00- APR 19'28 
37 .20- 14.75- 50.00- APR 23 '28 
40.00- APR 24 '28 
24.00- 16.50- APR 28 '28 

150.00- 381.40- MAY l '28 
24.75- MAY 5 '28 
30.00- 60.00- MAY 7 '28 
10.00- MAY 10'28 
73.50- 80.00- 81.44- MAY 11 '28 
24.50- MAY 12'28 
12.60- MAY 14'28 

627 .67- MAY 24'28 
20.00- MAY 25'28 
60.00- MAY 26'28 
7.50- MAY 28'28 

100.00- 8.42- 10.00- MAY 29'28 
43. 75- 25.63- 25.00- JUN 2 '28 
16.50- 28.75- JUN 6'28 
74.62- JUN 8 '28 
4.60- 12.&o- 40.00-

25.88- 60.00- JUN 9'28 
5.39- 85.30- 10.00- JUN 12'28 

Dale New Bala.-

MAR 10'28 5,242.34. 
MAR 10'28 5,187.69. 

MAR 12'28 4,866.61 • 
MAR 15'28 4,851.61 • 
MAR 16'28 4,837.11. 
MAR 19'28 4, 813.11 • 
MAR 19'28 4,673.11. 
MAR 20'28 4. 652.11 • 
MAR 21 '28 4,628.61 • 
MAR 24 '28 4,442.66 • 
MAR 26'28 4,428.66. 
MAR 27'28 4,421.66 • 
MAR 28'28 4,409.06. 
MAR 30'28 4,334.06 • 
APR 2 '28 4,299.06. 
APR 3 '28 4,246.61. 
APR 7 '28 3,881.86 • 
APR 10'28 3,836.86 • 
APR 14'28 3.812.36 • 
APR 16'28 3,598.16 • 

APR 17 '28 3,0Q2.09 • 
APR 18 '28 3,031.90. 
APR 19 '28 2,971.00. 
APR 23 '28 2,869.95. 
APR 24 '28 2,829.95. 
APR 28'28 2,789.45 • 
MAY 1 '28 2,258.05. 
MAY 5'28 2.233.30. 
MAY 7 '28 2, 143 .30 • 
MAY 10'28 2, 133 .30 • 
MAY 11 '28 1,898.36 • 
MAY 12'28 1,873.86 • 
MAY 14'28 1.861.26 • 
MAY 24'28 1,333.59 • 
MAY 26'28 1,313.69. 
MAY 26'28 1,253.69. 
MAY 28'28 1,246.09 • 
MAY 29'28 1,127.67. 
JUN 2'28 1,033.29 • 
JUN 6'28 988.04 • 
JUN 8 '28 913.42 • 

JUN 9'28 780.54 • 
JUN 12'28 679.86 • 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 131 

TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No .... 12 .... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ................. 

Addreoa ..................•..••• • • • • .... · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · 

OldBalanae Date Checks in Detail Date Depooits Date New Balance 

------- -----------
Balance brought forward JUN 12'28 679.85 ------- -------

JUN 25 '28 20.00- JUN 25'28 JUN 25'28 659.85 • 
669.85 JUL 2'28 200.00- JUL 2'28 JUL 2'28 459.85 • 
459.85 JUL 5'28 19.00- 11.09-- JUL 5'28 JUL 5 '28 429.76 • 
429.76 ifil'. 12'28 393.20- JUL 12'28 JUL 12'28 36.56 • 
36.56 17'28 24.61- JUL 17'28 JUL 17'28 11.95 • 
11.95 JUL 18'28 53.00- JUL 18'28 JUL 18'28 41.05 OD 

- 41.05 27'28 .50-- JUL 27'28 JUL 27'28 41.56 OD 
- 41.65 A l '28 AUG l '28 288. 74 AUG l '28 247.19 • 

247.19A 22'28 200.00- AUG 22'28 AUG 22'28 47.19 • 
47 .19 A 25'28 20.00- AUG 25 '28 27.19 • 
27. 28'28 12.SO-- AUG 28'28 14.39 • 
14. 1 '28 20.00- 25.00- SEP l '28 15,660.00 SEP 1 '28 15,619.39 • 

15,619.39 SEP 4'28 5.00- 7 .63-- SEP 4 '28 SEP 4 '28 15,606.76. 
15,606. 76 SEP 5'28 2.86-- 14.77- SEP 5 '28 SEP 5'28 15,589.13 • 
15,589.13 SEP 8'28 32.00- 7.00- 20.00- SEP 8'28 SEP 8'28 15,530.13 • 
15,530.13 SEP 10'28 .96-- 14.118-- SEP 10'28 SEP 10'28 15,514.29 • 
15,514.29 SEP 11 '28 1.92-- 40.53- SEP 11 '28 SEP 11 '28 15,471.84 • 
15,471.84 SEP 13 '28 24.96-- SEP 13 '28 SEP 13 '28 15,446.88 • 
15,446.88 SEP 14 '28 15.36-- 1.92- .96--

SEP 14 '28 27.18- 11.33- SEP 14'28 SEP 14'28 15,390.13 • 
15,390.13 SEP 15 '28 29.98- 5.76-- 2.95--

SEP 15 '28 6.25- 19.20-- 17.28-
SEP 15'28 1.92- 66.34- SEP 15'28 SEP 15 '28 15,240.45 • 

15,240.45 SEP 17'28 19.20-- 40.40-- 1.92-
SEP 17'28 25.2~ 9.SO-- 21.35--
SEP 17'28 1.92-- 9.60-- 20.00-- SEP 17'28 SEP 17'28 15,091.17 • 

15,091.17 SEP 18'28 42.24- 5.76-- 9.30--
SEP 18'28 .96-- 3.84- 1.32--

18'28 1.92-- 5.76-- SEP 18'28 SEP 18 '28 15,020.07 • 
19'28 132.89 LST SEP 19'28 SEP 19'28 14,887 .18 • 
20'28 250.06 LST .OOLST SEP 20'28 SEP 20'28 14,637;12. 
21 '28 .96-- 137.38- 1.92--
21 '28 3.84- 173.13-- 5.63-
21 '28 8.96-- 14.88- 6.12--
21 '28 .48- 10.00- SEP 21 '28 SEP 21 '28 14,273.92 • 
22'28 3.84-- 3.84- 13.56-- SEP 22'28 SEP 22'28 14,252.68 • 
24'28 8.64- 1.92- 265.09--
24'28 95.73-- 1.92-- SEP 24 '28 SEP 24 '28 13,889.38 • 

ta,889. 25'28 18.SO-- .24- 14.94-
25'28 1.68-- 65.24 LST SEP 25'28 SEP 25'28 13,788.68. 

ta,788. 26'28 13.75-- 42.24- SEP 26'28 SEP 26'28 13, 732.69 • 
18, 732.69 SEP 27'28 6.30-- 46.2~ 5.76-- SEP 27'28 SEP 27'28 13,674.84. 
18,674.34 SEP 28'28 19.20-- U2-- SEP 28'28 SEP 28'28 13,650.82 • 
18,8150.82 SEP 29'28 22.32-- SEP 29'28 SEP 29'28 13, 628.50 • 
18,628.liO OCT I '28 4.71- OCT I '28 OCT l '28 13,623.79. 
U,628.79 OCT 2'28 2.118-- 37.93- OCT 2 '28 OCT 2'28 13,582.98. 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No .... 13 .... Name.... J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Addr ..... 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depooita Date NewBalanoa 

---
Balance brought forward OCT 2'28 13,582.98• ---

OCT 3 '28 50.00- 15.67- 88.75-
OCT 3 '28 6.60- OCT 3 '28 OCT 3 '28 13,421.96 • 

13,421.96 OCT 4 '28 11.90- 4 69- 17.40- OCT 4'28 OCT 4 '28 13,387 .w • 
13,387 97 OCT 5 '28 34 .97- 1.15- 2.40-

OCT 5 '28 .75- 15.36- OCT 5 '28 OCT 5 '28 13,333.34 • 
13,333.34 OCT 6'28 7.68- 7.68- OCT 6'28 OCT 6'28 13,317.98. 
13,317.98 OCT 8 '28 166.56- 50 ()()- 15.36-

OCT 8 '28 5.20- 1.92- 9.92- OCT 8'28 OCT 8'28 13,069.02 • 
13,069.02 OCT 9 '28 1.10- 1.92- OCT 9'28 OCT 9'28 13,066.00 • 
13,066.00 OCT 10'28 22.50- 10.50- 2.10-

OCT 10"28 9.6()-- 115.00- 367 .39-
OCT 10'28 25.00- OCT 10'28 OCT 10'28 12,513.91 • 

12.513.91 OCT 11 '28 40.04- OCT It '28 8.00 OCT It '28 12,481.88 • 
12.481.88 OCT 13 '28 246.30- 7.43- 13 44- OCT 13 '28 OCT 13 '28 12,214.81 • 
12. 214. 71 OCT 15 '28 2.82- 2.88- OCT 15 '28 OCT 15'28 12,209.01 • 
12. 209.01 OCT 16'28 11.52- 17.28- 6 72- OCT 16 '28 

OCT 16 '28 40.97- OCT 16'28 OCT 16'28 12, 132.52 • 
12, 132 .52 OCT 17 '28 13,44- OCT 17'28 OCT 17'28 12, 119.08 • 
12, 119.08 OCT 18 '28 32.55- 19.20- 229.13-

OCT 18'28 74.53- 119.53- 39.05-
OCT 18 '28 17.31- 23.04- OCT 18'28 OCT 18'28 lt,564.74. 

11,564.74 OCT 19'28 38.40- 28.80- OCT 19 '28 OCT 19'28 11,497 .54 • 
11,497.54 OCT 20 '28 42.65- OCT 20'28 OCT 20 '28 11,454.89 • 
11.454.89 OCT 22 '28 24.00- 44 80- 9. 6()--

OCT 22 '28 60.00- 4 .00- OCT 22 '28 OCT 22'28 11,312.49 • 
11.312.49 OCT 23 '28 13.65- 12 ()()- 4.70-

OCT 23 '28 11.52- OCT 23 '28 OCT 23 '28 11,270.62 • 
11,270.62 OCT 24 '28 25 .00- OCT 24 '28 OCT 24 '28 11,245.62. 
11,245.62 OCT 25 '28 3.51- 1.92- OCT 25'28 500.00 OCT 25'28 It, 740.19 • 
ti. 740.19 OCT 26'28 120.00- OCT 26 '28 OCT 26'28 lt,620.19. 
11,620.19 OCT 27 '28 201.35- OCT 27'28 OCT 27 '28 11,418.84 • 
11.418.84 OCT 31 '28 1.62- 118. 75- OCT 31 '28 OCT 31 '28 11,298.47 • 
11,298.47 NOV 1 '28 1.92- NOV I '28 NOV I '28 11, 296.55 • 
11,296.55 NOV 5 '28 27.85- 14.50- NOV 5 '28 NOV 5'28 11,254.20. 
11, 254.20 NOV 8 '28 33.38- 500 ()()- NOV 8'28 NOV 8'28 10,720.82. 
10. 720.82 NOV 9'28 49.73- 25.00- NOV 9'28 NOV 9'28 10, 646.09 • 
10,646.09 NOV 10'28 36.45- NOV 10'28 NOV 10 '28 10,609.64 • 
10,609.64 NOV 13 '28 135.00- NOV 13 '28 NOV 13 '28 10,474.64 • 
10,474.64 NOV 14 '28 8 ()()- 60 ()()- NOV 14 '28 NOV H'28 10,406.64 • 
10, 406. 64 NOV 15 '28 50 00- NOV 15'28 NOV 15'28 10,356.64 • 
10,356.64 NOV 20'28 39.36- NOV 20'28 10,317.28. 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 133 

'lllAI 1AN1t &119 1'llllT CIOla'ANT, AUl1UC. 1'llUS ................ X.. ........ J T llOBlllOlf ...., ................. 
""""-· ... ····················· ················ 

Olll Diii a..a la Dolail Du. ~ Du. NnlWI-. 

............... ,...... ov 21·21 10.117.21 

17.10- •.oo- ··-I.- NOV ll "28 NOV 21 "28 10.118.,.,. 
10.•. ...... 1.01-- NOV D"28 NOV D'28 10,210.79 • 
11.:no. 711.00- NOV a·21 NOV 23'21 10,140.79. 
11,ltO. 11.00- NOV lf'21 NOV If '28 10.114.79 • 
10,llt. 1.- NOV 11'21 NOV :M'28 10,112.81. 
10,IU. 40.00- NOV 17'21 NOV 27'28 10,072.81 • 

7.16-- NOV 21'21 NOV 21'28 10,005.80. 
a.u- NOV IO'D NOV 30'28 10,0lll.lf • 

IO.G>-- DlllO 1'28 DllC I '28 10,012.lf • 
11.ao- DlllO 1'28 DlllO 1'28 9.0llUM • ...... DEC , .. DlllO ''28 9,911.N • 
IO.G>-- DlllO n8 DlllO 6'28 9,llCl8.N • ··- DlllO 7'21 DlllO 7'28 t,IU.22 • 
a.78-- IN.a>- IO.- DllC 1'21 DllC ••• 8.17'.ll • 
II.II-- a.01-- DllC U'lll DllC 16"18 1.966.81 • 
IO.G>-- I.CD- 1.03-
II.- DEC 17'21 DlllO 17'28 8,891.11 • 
14.00- 11.00- II.I&- DlllO '°'28 DlllO '°"28 8,Nl.89. 
14.- DlllO 22'lll DlllO 22'28 8,llf.11 • 
lf.00- DlllO :U'll DlllO :U'28 1,ao.11 • 
ll0.00- DlllO 17'18 DlllO 17'lll 8,ll00.11 • 
II.IS- AN 8'29 JAN 1'29 8,'/lf.111. 
11.78-- AN 8'29 JAN 8'29 8, 717 .81 • 
I0.00- AN 9'29 AN 9'29 8,m.111 • 
I0.00- 18.a>-- AN 10'29 JAN 10'29 8,811.81 • 
1.10-- a.ao-- AN 12'29 JAN 12'29 a,aae.ee• 

aa.ao- U.00- AN If '29 JAN 1''29 8,lifl.79 • 
6.00- II.OD- AN 18'29 JAN 11'29 8,111.79. 
91.- i.eo- AN 18'29 JAN 18'29 8,fll.11. 
16.U- I.OD- AN 19'29 JAN 19'29 8,318.28 • 
l.f&- 17.16-- AN 21 '29 JAN 11 '29 8,1111.17 • 
1.eo- AN 22'29 JAN 22'29 8,181.07 • 

111.16-- I0.00- AN 2''29 AN :u '29 8, 119.82 • 
16.00- AN 28'29 JAN 28'29 8,18'.82. 
17.00- AN 29'llll JAN 29'29 8,107.82. 
9.76-- AN I0'29 JAN I0'29 8,0llll.07 • ··- 1.7&- I.a.- AN 11'19 JAN 31 '29 8,081.79 • 
7.et-- RB 7'29 RB 1'19 8,07f.ll • 

11.10- RB 11 '19 FEB 11 '29 8,11111.01 • 
I.II- RB 11'19 FEB 11'29 8,061.09 • 
JI.fl- .IS- e.u- FEB 18'29 FEB 11'29 8,028.tl. 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheol No •... 15 .... Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Addrs ............................................... .. 

Oldl!al&nce Date Checks ln Detail Date Depooila Date NewBai&noe 

--- ---
Balance brought forward Fab 16'29 8,028.96 

--- ---
Feb 18 '29 7.68- Feh 18'29 Feb 18 '29 8,021.28 • 

8,021.28 Feb 19'29 5.99- Feb 19"29 Feb 19'29 8.015.29 • 
8,015. 29 Feb 28 '29 6.72- Feb 28'29 Feb 28'29 8,008.57 • 
8,008.57 Mar 7 '29 9.61)- Mar 7 '29 Mar 7 '29 7,998.97 • 
7,998.97 Mar 22'29 209.20- Mar 22'29 Mar 22 '29 7, 789. 77 • 
7,789.77 Apr 5 '29 11.52- 24.48- 1.91)- Apr 5'29 Apr 5 '29 7, 751.87 • 
7,751.87 Apr 8 '29 4.84- Apr 8 '29 Apr 8'29 7,747.0ll. 
7' 747 .03 Apr 9 '29 8. 911-- 9.tlC}- 5.76- Apr 9 '29 A?r 9'29 7' 722.68 • 
7.722.68 Apr 10'29 15.36- Apr 10 '29 Apr 10'29 7,707.32. 
7, 707.32 Apr 12 '29 5.76- 74.16- Apr 12'29 Apr 12'29 7,627.40. 
7, 627.40 Apr 23 '29 64.26- 19.21)- 3.84-

Apr 23 '29 17.09- 4.71- Apr 23 '29 Apr 23 '29 7 ,518.30 • 
7,518.30 Apr 24 '29 3.84- Apr 24'29 Apr 24 '29 7,514.46. 
7,514.46 Apr 25 '29 53.76- 84.45- Apr 25'29 Apr 25 '29 7,376.25 • 
7,376.25 Apr 26 '29 34.56- 5.89- 14.41)-

Apr 26 '29 1.92- 11.52- 84.55-
Apr 26'29 5.76- .96- 11.22-
Apr 26'29 8.51- 14.52- 12.48- Apr 26'29 Apr 26'29 7,169.96. 

7, 169. 96 Apr 27 '29 7.68- 40.16- Apr 27'29 Apr 27'29 7,122.12. 
7, 122.12 Apr 29'29 4.71- 6.68- 7.68-

Apr 29'29 35.84- Apr 29'29 Apr 29 '29 7 ,066.21 • 
7,066.21 Apr 30'29 2.00- 74.34- 1.34-

tr:y 30'29 3.84- 5.87- Apr 30'29 Apr 30'29 6,978.91 • 
6,978.91 1 '29 6.84- 7.68- .96-

May 1 '29 12.00- May 1 '29 May 1 '29 6,961.43 • 
6, 961.43 May 2 '29 7.68- 7.63- 7.46-

May 2'29 1.44- 2.41)- .48-
May 2'29 3.84- .96- May 2'29 May 2 '29 6,919.64 • 

6,919.64 May 3 '29 5.76- May 3 '29 May 3 '29 6, 913. 78 • 
6,913.78 May 4 '29 4.20- 11.94- May 4 '29 May 4'29 6,897.64 • 
6,897 .64 May 6 '29 3.07- .96- 5.72-

May 6 '29 1.92- 5.06- 27.84- May 6 '29 May 6'29 6,853.07 • 
6,853.07 May 7 '29 15.35- 5.62- .48-

May 7'29 1.92- 36.87- 69.47-
May 7 '29 6.28- 7.68- .46-
May 7'29 3.84- 3.84- 1.22- May 7'29 May 7 '29 6, 700.04 • 

6, 700.04 May 8 '29 .64- 1.92- 39.76-
May 8 '29 11.52- 2.22- 24.00-
May 8 '29 .48- ·7.20- 2.88-

May 8'29 6,601.74 • May 8 '29 7.68- May 8'29 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SheotNo. ••• 16 ••.. Name ........ J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Addreu ............................................... . 

<>Id Balanee Date Checks in Detail Date Deposits Date NewBaJance 

--- ---
Balance brought forward May 9'29 6, 601. 74 --- ---

May 9'29 38.34- 4.14- 11.84-
May 9'29 7.68- 5.76- 3.84-
May 9'29 16.06- 1.92- 1.92-
May 9'29 May 9'29 May 9'29 6,510.24 • 

6,610.24 May 10'29 36314- 48.00- 5.51-
May 10'29 1.92- 1.68- 15.54-
May 10'29 40.6&-- 63.63- 72.- May 10'29 May 10'29 6,296.18 • 

6,296.18 May 11 '29 1.92- 2.111-- .96-
M&y 11 '29 5 .211-- 1.92- May 11 '29 May 11 '29 6,283.92 • 

6,283.92 May 13 '29 1.92- 2.30- 3.84-
May 13 '29 21.01- 31.44- 2.29-
May 13 '29 1.92- M&y 13'29 May 13 '29 6,219.20 • 

6,219.20 May 14'29 .411-- .72- 63.64-
M&y 14'29 1.44- 1.22- 5.76-
M&y 14 '29 1.92- 1.92- 9. 60- May 14 '29 May 14 '29 6,132.50 • 

·6,132.50 May 15 '29 1.92- 1.92- 41.211--
May 15 '29 11.52- 5.05- 1.51-
May 15'29 1.92- 5.76- May 15 '29 M&y 15 '29 6,061.6Z ' 

·6,061.62 M&y 16'29 1.83- 1.92- 3.84- May 16'29 May 16'29 6,054.03 • 
~.054.03 M&y 17'2g .411-- 3.74- 1.92-

M&y 17'29 1.92- .84- 1.92-
May 17'29 . 96- .48- M&y 17'29 M•Y 29'29 6,041.77 • 

~.041.77 May 18'29 11.811-- 3.61- 220.67-
M&y 18'29 2.811-- 5.76- 3.84-
M&y 18 '29 32.21- 7.68- 16.95- M&y 18'29 M•Y 18'29 5,736.29. 

6, 736.29 M&y 20'29 .96- 40.32- 10.22-
M&y 20'29 2.12- 1.62- 1.92-
M&y 20'29 .96- 2. 811-- .76- May 20'29 May 20'29 5,674.63 • 

-6,674.63 M&y 21 '29 6.99- 1.92- 16.99-
M&y 21 '29 .96- 13.87- 1.92-
May 21 '29 1.92- 16.15- 16.23-
M&y 21 '29 1.92- .96- 5.76-
M&y 21 '29 1.92- 17.28- May 21 '29 May 21 '29 5,569.7'. 

6,669. 74 M&y 22'29 3.84- 4.80- 3.84-
May 22'29 25.25- 7.68- .48-
M&y 22'29 .48- .96- 3.84-
May 22'29 7 .611-- .96- .96-
May 22'29 2.811-- 3.84- 40.19-
M&y 22'29 4.00- M&y 22'29 M&Y 22'29 5,458.06. 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ...• 17 Name..... J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Addttlll .... 

Old Balance Dale Checkl in Detail Date Depooit.i Date Newllaia-

---
B&l&nce brought fornrd May 22'29 5,458.06 ---

May 23 '29 3.91- 13.44- 22.00--
May 23 '29 24.96- 13.44- 6.76-
M&y 23 '29 .24- May 23 '29 May 23 '29 5,373.41 • 

5,373 .41 May 24 '29 .48- 3.84- 1.92-
M&y 24 '29 H.62- 11.92- 6 72-
May 24 '29 11.52- 1.92- 1.92- May 24 '29 May 24 '29 5,318.66 • 

5,318.55 May 25 '29 .96- 1.44- 7.40-
May 25'29 .48- 1.32- 1.92-
May 25 '29 1.92- 1.02- 23.04-
May 25 '29 1.32- 15.66- May 25'29 May 25'29 5,2112.07 • 

5,262.07 May 27 '29 5.76- 89.87- 1.28-
May 27 '29 48.08- 1.28- .95-
May 27 '29 2.88- 1.92- .96-
May 27 '29 1.93- 4.80- 1.20- May 27'29 May 27'29 5, 101.16 • 

5, 101.16 May 27'29 41.27- 1.92- 1.98-
May 27 '29 1.92- 7.68- 7.20-
May 27 '29 3.84- May 27'29 May 27'29 5,035.35 • 

5, 036.35 May 28 '29 1.92- 23.04- 47.95 
May 28'29 .96- 18.34-- 1.92-
May 28'29 6.63- 1.44-- 7.67-
May 28'29 5.75- 1.92- 3.84-
May 28 '29 33.97- 1.92- 1.92-
May 28'29 .30- .00-- 3.84-
May 28'29 4.88- 9.60- 1.92- May 28 '29 May 28'29 4.854.72. 

4,854.72 May 29 '29 .48- 6.72- 7.68-
May 29'29 1.92- 4 .84-- 1.92-
May 29'29 16.53- 3.84- 1.92-
May 29'29 3.63- 1.29- 10.22-
May 29'29 .96- 4.34- .96-
May 29 '29 1.92- May 29'29 May 29'29 4,775.0ll • 

4, 785.65 May 31 '29 .24- .96- 33.60-
May 31 '29 3.62- .96- 7.42-
May 31 '29 1.92- 1.92- 73.98-
May 31 '29 1.86- .96- 91.07-
May 31 '29 .96- 15.36- 1.92-
May 31 '29 1.38- 2.06- 61.36- May 31 '29 May 31 '29 4,484.10 • 

4,484.10 Jun 1 '29 11.52- 1.92- .96-
Jun 1 '29 9.67- 3.60- 1.61-
Jun 1 '29 11.66- 9.61- 9.60- Jun 1 '29 Jun l '29 
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TEliS llANIC AND TRUST COMPANY, AUmN. TEliS 

lllieo&No. ... 18 .... N1111e ........ J T ROBISON SPEC •.•.•............ 

AddMB... ... ....... . .....•••.•.••...•................ 

OldBU.- Dale Checb in Detail Date Depooile Date NewBalanoo 

---
Balance brought forward ---

Jnn t '29 9.60- 23.04- 9.33-
Jun 1 '29 .80- 9.60- 1.81)--
Jun 1 '29 13.91- 16.40- 48.9&-
Jnn J '29 6.61>- 2.40- 3.31>-
Jun 1 '29 7.68- 1.92- 3.31>-
Jun J '29 3.84-- 1.92- 2.40-
Jun 1 '29 .37- Jnn 1 '29 Jun 1 '29 4,256.48 • 

4,250.48 Jun 4'29 3.84-- 13.44- 11.52-
Jnn 4'29 68.54- .48- 3.84--
Jun 4'29 t.n- 7.68- .64-
Jun 4 '29 3.84--· 1.44- 1.92-
Jnn 4'29 13.21>- 15.52- 11.52-
Jnn 4 '29 3.84-- 4.83- 1.92- Jnn 4'29 Jun 4 '29 4,086.59 • 

4,086.69 Jnn 4 '29 1.92- 3.93- 5.71>- Jun 4'29 Jun 4 '29 4,074.981° 
4,074.98 Jun 4'29 .48- .91>- 1.92-

Jun 4 '29 1.92- 17.28- 3.84- Jun 4 '29 Jun 4 '29 4,048.58 • 
4,048.68 Jnn 5 '29 22.80- 1.23- 1.20-

Jnn 5'29 49.92- 11.77- 7.68-
Jun 5'29 1.92- 4.92- Jun 5'29 3,947.14. 

3,947.14 Jun 5'29 1.92- 3.84- 74.41>- Jun 5 '29 Jun 5'29 3,866.89 • 
3,866.89 Jun 6'29 .96- 6.92- 10.14-

Jun 6'29 29.58- 3.84-- 13.0I>-
Jun 6'29 3.84-- 1.92- .91>-
Jnn 6'29 .98- 1.20- 1.92-
Jun 6'29 20.05- 1.92- .24-
Jun 6'29 3.84-- 3.84-- 1.92-
Jnn 6'29 1.92- .91>- 30.72-
Jun 6'29 1.92- 1.92- 2.64-
Jun 6'29 5.71>- 22.08- 1.92-
Jun 6'29 7.68- 1.44- 2.0I>-
Jnn 6'29 5.04- 1.92- 3.84-- Jnn 6'29 Jun 6'29 3,667.78. 

1,667.78 Jun 7'29 1.92- 1.92- .48-
Jnn 7'29 15.32- .48- 11.31-
Jun 7'29 38.40- I.JO- 20.98-
Jun 7'29 1.92- 9.60- .48-
Jon 7'29 34.51>- 1.92- 1.92-
Jun 7'29 3.84- .91>- Jon 7'29 Jun 7 '29 3,520.67 • 

TEXAS BANIC AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

mi..No. .•. 19 .... Name . .. J T ROBISON SPEC ................ . 

Addreai ... 

Old&liDce Date Checb in Detail Dale Depoaile Date New Balance 

Balance broaght forward JUN 8'29 3,520.67 

jfilf 8'29 7.20- .91>- .48-
8'29 .57- 1.92- 5.76-

JUN 8'29 .96- 5.71>- JUN 8'29 JUN 8 '29 3,497.06 • 
8,407.06 JUN 10'29 .96- 28.57- 3.24-

JUN 10'29 .72- 1.92- J.92-
JUN 10'29 .60- 18.10- 3.84-- JUN 10'29 JUN 10'29 3,437.19. 

8,437.19 JUN 11 '29 .48- 1.92- 14.40-
JUN 11 '29 1.44- 39.95- 7.52-
JUN 11 '29 7.68- 3.21>- 9.60-
JUN 11 '29 5.52- 6.01- 3.84-
JUN 11 '29 147.68- 1.92- 9.28- JUN 11 '29 JUN 11 '29 3, 176. 79 • 

I, 176.79 
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Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, and Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the Committee-We 
now oJfer the following record furnished 
us by the Texas Bank & Trust Company 
of Austin, Texas, of the account of J. T. 
Robison, opened in that bank on De· 
cember 31, 1926, and coming down to 
and including all deposits and checks 

dr!Lwn there?n to October 13, 1928,, cov
ermg two sides of one sheet furnished 
us by the bank, 

(The ledger sheet just above referred 
to was marked for identification Ex· 
hibit 56, and a photostatic copy of same 
is attached to and made a part of this 
record.) 

TEXAS BANK AND TKUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Sheet No ..... Name .. . . J T ROBISON . 

Add"""···· 

Old Balance Date Checks in Det.ail Dale DepooiUI Date New Balance 

---
Balance brought forward --- ---

MAY 16'27 
DEC 31 '26 1,000.00 DEC 31 '26 1,000.00 • 

1,000.00 JAN 4 '27 1,000.00 JAN 4 '27 2,000.00 • 
2,000 00 JAN 5'27 JAN 5'27 365.00 JAN 5'27 2,365.00 • 
2,215.00 JAN 19'27 225.00- JAN 19'27 JAN 19'27 1,990.00. 
1,990.00 JAN 20'27 1.00- JAN 20'27 JAN 20'27 1,989.00 • 
1, 989.00 JAN 22 '27 250.00- JAN 22'27 JAN 22 '27 1,739.00. 
1, 739.00 JAN 29'27 25.00- 281.11- 20.00- JAN 29'27 JAN 29'27 1,412.89 • 
1.412.89 JAN 31 '27 52.75- JAN 31 '27 JAN 31 '27 1,360.14. 
1,360.14 JAN 31 '27 75.00- JAN 31 '27 JAN 31 '27 1,285.14. 
1,285.14 FEB I '27 77 .50- FEB 1 '27 FEB I '27 1,207.64. 
1,207.64 FEii 7 '27 81.00- FEB 7 '27 FEB 7 '27 I, 126.64 • 
1,126.64 FEB 16 '27 20.00- FEB 16 '27 FEB 16'27 I, 106.64 • 
1,106.64 FEB 17 '27 30.00- FEB 17 '27 FEB 17 '27 1,076.64 • 
1,076.64 FEB 18 '27 25.00- 10.50- 27 .00- FEB 18 '27 FEB 18'27 1,014.14 • 
1,014.14 FEB 19'27 192.75- 25.00- FEB 19 '27 1,500.00 FEB 19'27 2,296.39 • 
2,296.39 FEB 21 '27 27.SO- FEB 21 '27 FEB 21 '27 2,268.89 • 
2, 268 89 FEB 23 '27 275.00- 10.00- FEB 23 '27 FEB 23 '27 1,983.89. 
1. 983.89 FEB 23 '27 8.94- FEB 23 '27 FEB 23 '27 1,974.95. 
1, 974. 95 FEB 25 '27 200.00- FEB 25'27 FEB 25 '27 1,774.95. 
l, 774.95 FEB 25 '27 5.00- FEB 25'27 FEB 25'27 1,769.95. 
1, 769.95 FEB 26'27 6.00- 218.96- 22.09- FEB 26'27 FEB 26'27 1,522.90. 
1,522.90 FEB 26'27 10.50- FEB 26'27 FEB 26'27 1,512.40. 
1,512.40 FEB 28 '27 5.00- 4.00- FEB 28'27 FEB 28'27 l,SIU.40 • 
1,SIU.40 MAR I '27 2.75- MAR l '27 MAR 1 '27 1,500.65. 
1,500.65 MAR I '27 50.00- MAR 1 '27 MAR l '27 1, 450.65 • 
1,450.65 MAR 3 '27 30.00- MAR 3 '27 MAR 3 '27 l,420.65 • 
1,420.65 MAR 7'27 1,000.00- ~a: rn MAR 7'27 420.65 • 

420.65 MAR 9'27 100.00- MAR 8'27 320.65 • 
320.65 MAR 16'27 46.45- MAR 16'27 MAR 16'27 274.20 • 
274.20 MAR 24'27 64.95- MAR 24'27 MAR 24'27 209.25 • 
209.25 MAR 31 '27 10.00- 7.00- 60.00- MAR 31 '27 MAR 31 '27 132.25 • 
132.25 APR 1 '27 75.00- 11.85- 18.50- APR I '27 APR I '27 26.90 • 
28.90 APR 2'27 20.00- APR 2 '27 APR 2 '27 6.90. 
6.90 APR 9'27 7.50- APR 9'27 APR 9 '27 .60 OI> 

- .60 APR 12'27 APR 12'27 1,000.00 APR 12'27 9119.40 • 
999.40 APR 15 '27 34.00- APR 15'27 APR 15'27 965.40 • 
965.40 APR 23 '27 5.00- APR 23'27 APR 23'27 960.40 • 
960.40 APR 25 '27 10.50- APR 25'27 APR 25'27 949.90 • 
949.90 APR 26'27 4.85- 25.00- 6.00- APR 26'27 APR 26'27 914.06 • 
914.06 APR 26'27 100.00- APR 26'27 APR 28'27 804.64 • 
804.64 APR 27'27 APR 27'27 APR 27'27 654.64 • 
854.64 APR 28'27 40.00- 13.00- 25.00- APR 28'27 APR 28'27 776.64 • 
576. 64 MAY 7'27 100.00- MAY 7'27 MAY 7'27 478.64 • 
476. 64 MAY 9'27 9.50- MAY 9'27 MAY 9'27 467.14 • 
467.14 MAY 11 '27 5.3~ MAY 11 '27 MAY 11 '27 481.75. 
461.75 MAY 12'27 7 .00- MAY 12'27 MAY 12'27 464. 75 • 
454. 75 MAY 13'27 6.30- MAY 13'27 MAY 13 '27 448.45 • 
448.45 MAY 14'27 32.00- 25.00- 5.95- MAY 14'27 MAY 14'27 384.60 • 
384.50 MAY 16'27 47.85- MAY 16'27 MAY 16'27 338.1111 • 
338.65 MAY 16'27 8.51>- MAY 18'27 MAY 16'27 328.15 • 
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TEXAS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SheetNo •......... Name ........ J T ROBISON ..•.............. 

Addr..,. ...•..•............•••...•••••••••••.....••..•••.. 

OldBalanoe Date Checks in Detail Date Depooita Date New Balance 

---
Balance brought forward MAY 16'27 328.15 MAY 16'27 328.15 • ---

328.16 MAY 18'27 12.00- MAY 18'27 MAY 18'27 316.16 • 
316.16 MAY 18'27 5.00- MAY 18'27 MAY 18'27 311.15. 
311.16 MAY 18'27 6.75- 48.75- MAY 18'27 MAY 18'27 256.65 • 
256.65 MAY 20'27 151.84- 28.03- 3.00- MAY 20'27 MAY 20'27 73.78 • 
73.78 MAY 20'27 133.50- MAY 20'27 MAY 20'27 59. 72 OD 

- 69.72 MAY 21 '27 MAY 21 '27 69.72 MAY 21 '27 .oo. 
MAY 23'27 150.00- 150.00- MAY 23'27 600.00 MAY 23'27 200.00 • 

200.00 MAY 24'27 3.22- MAY 24'27 MAY 24'27 196.78 • 
196.78 MAY 25'27 5.00- MAY 25'27 MAY 25'27 191. 78 • 
191.78 MAY 27'27 8.00- MAY 27'27 MAY 27'27 183.78. 
183.78 MAY 28'27 4.85- MAY 28'27 MAY 28'27 178.93 • 
178.93 JUN 13'27 100.00- JUN 13 '27 JUN 13'27 78.93 • 
78.93 JUN 16'27 JUN 15'27 1,080.67 JUN 15'27 l, 159.50 • 

l, 159.50 JUN 16'27 60.00- JUN 16'27 JUN 16'27 1,109.50. 
1,109.60 JUN 17'27 60.00- JUN 17'27 JUN 17'27 l,OS9.50 • 
l,OS9.50 JUN 18'27 40.00- JUN 18'27 JUN 18'27 1,019.50 • 
1,019.50 JUN 24'27 1.80- JUN 24'27 JUN 24'27 1,017.70. 
1,017. 70 JUN 24'27 JUN 24'27 100.00 JUN 24'27 1,117 .70 • 
1,117.70 JUN 27'27 14.411- JUN 27'27 JUN 27'27 1,103.22. 
1,103.22 JUL 7'27 1,000.00- JUL 7'27 JUL 7'27 103.22 • 

103.22 JUL 19'27 8.00- 16.711- JUL 19'27 JUL 19'27 78.44 • 
78.44 JUL 20'27 1.80- 2.80- JUL 20'27 JUL 20'27 74.04 • 
74.04 JUL 29'27 12.80- JUL 29'27 JUL 29'27 61.24 .• 
61.24 JUL 30'27 16.00- JUL 30'27 JUL 30'27 46.24 • 
46.24 AUG 16'27 1.00- AUG 16'27 AUG 16'27 46.24 • 
46.24 AUG 23'27 6.00- AUG 23'27 AUG 23'27 40.24 • 
40.24 SEP 8'27 23.07- SEP 8'27 SEP 8'27 17.17. 
17.17 SEP 10'27 3.80- SEP 10'27 SEP 10'27 13.67 • 
13.67 SEP 18'27 462.00 NOV 18'27 475.67" 

476.67 NOV 25'27 27.10- NOV 25'27 NOV 25'27 448.47 • 
448.47 NOV 28'27 20.00- NOV 28'27 NOV 28'27 428.47 • 
428.47 DEC 9'27 114.00- DEC 9'27 DEC 9'27 314.47. 
814.47 DEC 14'27 300.00- DEC 14'27 DEC 14'27 14.47 • 
14.47 JAN 11 '28 10.00- JAN 11 '28 JAN 11 '28 4.'7. 
4.47 JAN 13'28 600.00 JAN 1a·n 504.47 • 

504.47 JAN 14'28 16.50- 16.00- JAN 14'28 JAN 14'28 472.97 • 
472.97 JAN Ie'28 206.46- 8.41- JAN 16'28 JAN 16'28 258.11 • 
258.11 JAN 16'28 30.75- 18U6- JAN 16'28 JAN 16'28 38.81 • 
38.81 JAN 17'28 10.00- JAN 17'28 JAN 17'28 28.81 • 
28.81 JAN 18'28 10.00- JAN 18'28 JAN 18'28 18.81 • 
18.81 JAN 21 '28 3.00- JAN 21 '28 JAN 21 '28 15.81 • 
16.81 AUG 30'28 3.00- AUG 30'28 AUG 30'28 12.81 • 
12.81 OCT 13'28 ·- OCT 13'28 OCT 18'28 11.86 • 
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Q. On October 15, .1925, at the time 
when the balance m this account 
amounted to $24,135.72, I will ask you 
if a. time loa.n was made of $1.'i,000.00 
of that money to your bank, and that 
this is the check drawn here to repre
sent that time loan 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, was that a transfer check 

ma.de by or charged-or a charge check 
on the account, or did he actually write 
a. eh'eck covering that 1 

A. Well, the check itself would 
show; I couldn't say as to tha.t. 

Q. Well, here is what I am getting 
at-we ha.ve no check, but we have your 
charge. 

A. I ha.ve the record here of the time 
certificate of deposit. 

Q. Yes, sir; but here is what I want 
to get. We ha. ve no check for the 
$15,000.00 on which the time loan was 
ma.de to your ha.nk-we have the check 
of the $15,000.00 time loa.n ma.de to 
the other bank. Now, wha.t I want is 
this-

Mr. Moses: If the court please. I 
think it is a.n ina.dvertence--if I am 
correct a.bout it-instead of "Time loa.n," 
a. "Time deposit." 

Mr. Allen: Time deposit is what I 
mean. 

A. Time deposit? 
Q. Yes. Well, I will change the Ian· 

guage of it, speak of "Time deposit." 
Now, when the first $15,000.00 was de
posited, turn to your records in reganl 
to the time deposit over there, see whc1t 
tha.t was made--the time deposit? 

A. Well, here is the date, I can iri ve 
it to you from this. 

Q. All right. \Vhen was the time 
deposit made in your bank? 

A. Well, our records show that four 
time certificates were deposited. 

Q. To the amount of $20,000.00? 
A. Amountinf.( to $25,000.00. 
Q. Now, what was the amount and 

what was the date 1 
A. The first one was July 23, 1921i. 
Q. July 23, 19251 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, at that time-
A. The balance is about $fi,900.00. 
Q. At that time the ha\anre was 

$5,200.001 
A. Well, a $700.00 deposit wa.s made 

on that-in other words, time deposit. 
Q. In whose na.me was that time 

deposit ma.def 
A. J. T. Robiilon, Special. 
Q. Have you got that sheet, or did 

you have a sheet or check it in the 
books? 

A. We keep a discount register. 

Q. I see. Tha.t was also carried in 
the name of J. T. Robison, individual 
or specie.I account? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right; $5,000.00 on tha.t da.y. 

Now, when wa.s the other made? 
A. October 15, 1925, tha.t sheet wa.s 

time deposit:._time certificate of deposit 
No. 728, for $15,000.00, charging the 
a.mount age.inst the J. T. Robison 
Specie.I. 

Q. Over here (indicating) T In other 
words, those various items there a.re 
embraced then in this October 15th 
item of $15,000.00, a.nd, a.s a. matter of 
fa.ct, there was no check given a.t tha.t 
time, but it wa.s a. charge ma.de on the 
account, evidenced by a. charge slip tha.t 
came in with his return when his book 
was ha.la.need-is tha.t right T 

A. I think probably a. charge wa.s 
made, but in some instances checks were 
given. 

Q. All right. Now, when wa.s the 
first interest payment to Mr. Robison 
on that time deposit T 

A. July 3, 1926. 
Q. How did you pa.y tha.t interest, 

a.nd in wha.t form and wha.t manner? 
A. A certificate of deposit wa.s ren

dered, the. t showed the deposit we.a 
$5,195.47. 

Q. The $195.47 wa.s interest a.t tha.t 
time? 

A. Tha.t was interest. 
Q. Wha.t was the ra.te of interest 

tha.t you pa.id on tha.t account? 
A. Four per cent. 
Q. Four per cent? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you credited the account on 

tha.t da.te you ha.ve mentioned there with 
the amount of interest you ha.ve men
tioned there? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And when did you ma.ke your 

next payment of interest t 
A. October 22, 1926, $600.00. It we.a 

one yea.r's interest on $15,000.00. 
Q. Yes. And then when did you 

ma.ke your next? 
A. December 6, 1925, $200.00 inter

est wa.s paid on $5,000.00 time deposit. 
Q. All right. Now, wha.t other in

terest sum did you credit the a.ooount 
with, without stopping even to specify 
the da.te, bees.use I just wa.nt to find 
the tote.I a.mount? 

A. Well, the la.st certificate was 
ta.ken December, '26, a.nd pa.id in Jan
uary, '28, a.nd pa.id installments of in
terest, $200.00 ea.ch, a.nd the last one 
shows $29.47. 

Q. All right. Then the total a.mount 
of money tha.t went into this J. T. Robi-
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son fund consisted of the deposits he 
made here, plus the interest credits that 
you credited the account with after he 
made the time loan deposit-is that 
right! 

A. Yes, sir; plus some interest to 
the Security Trust Company. 

Q. Yes, that will be in another 
bank! 

A. That was deposited with us. 
Q. That was deposited with this 

account, was it ! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Then how much, "if 

you know, was the total interest that 
your bank paid and the total amount 
of interest paid by the other bank, how 
much does it all aggregate? 

A. About $1,434.92. 
Q. If the Security Trust Company 

on the loan deposits made out of this 
same fund that was in your bank paid 
interest on $15,000.00 from 10-22-1926 
to 9-1-1928, $1,670.00, do you know 
whether that $1,670.00 was deposited 
in your bank to the J. T. Robison ac
count, Special-did that $1,6i0.00 go 
in your bank I 

A. The records show a deposit on 
September 1, 1928, in our bank of 
$15,650.00 to this account. 

Q. All right. That fifteen-how 
much? 

A. $15,650.00. 
Q. $650.00, yes. But it doesn't show 

any item of $1,670.00. Well, say this is 
an item of $16,000.00-that is, the orig
inal $15,000.00-$16,670.00. Was a 
deposit of any kind made there in your 
bank! 

A. No, I don't see it. 
Q. How much did you say it was? 
A. The deposit on September 1st was 

$15,650.00. 
Q. All right. Now, then, if, as a 

matter of fact, he had a $15,000.00 loan 
deposit that he has out of this fund in 
the hands of the Security Trust Com
pany, from 10-22-1926, to September 1st, 
1928, if he actually received at that time 
$1,670.00 interest, then if he deposited 
the $15,000.00 back in your bank with 
only $650.00 interest, then your bank 
didn't get, lacked, $1,020.00 of getting 
the full amount of that interest-that 
is true, isn't it T 

A. Well, he could-I don't know 
whether that interest was paid annually 
or semi-annually. 

Q. Well, suppose it was paid like I 
told you! 

A. Interest could have been paid on 
that time deposit before the time deposit 
itself wae paid. 

Q. Yes, but if it was paid like I 

stated, then your bank only got $650.00 
interest and $15,000.00 on that time 
deposit? 

A. The record shows $15,650.00 de
posited on that date. 

Q. All right. And you have no 
record of $1,670.00 in your hank 1 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You do know that he drew out 

$15,000.00 of money in that account 
about 10-22-26-that would be October 
22, 1926? 

A. Yes, the account shows $15,000.00 
on October 23rd. 

Q. Was drawn out of your bank, and 
the original vouchers have been intro
duced, so you admit that that showed 
it was made paya~le to the Security 
Trust Company! 

A. I know that it was. 
Q. You know that it was? And 

that on that date he had $15,000.00-
he took $15,000.00 of the money out of 
your bank and deposited it as a loan 
deposit in the Security Trust Company 
-you know that, you say! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were paying four per cent. 

Do you know that that bank was pay
ing six per cent on that time deposit 
all the time! 

A. No, I don't know just what it 
did pay. I knew they paid more than 
four. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Gen
tlemen of the Committee, it is agreed 
that the letter I hold in my hand was 
a letter addressed by Mr. Cravens, Vice
President of the Security Trust Com
pany, of this city, to Mr. J. T. Robi
son, Commissioner General Land Office, 
on March 1, 1929, in which he says 
(reading letter, as follows, to-wit): 

"Dear Sir: On October 22, 1926, you 
made a deposit with us of $15,000.00, 
which bore interest at the rate of six 
per cent per annum. On October 29th, 
1927, we paid you $917.50, being interest 
at the rate of six per cent per annum for 
one year and seven days, and issued you 
a renewal certificate which read as fol
lows: 'This is to certify that J. T. 
Robison, special, has deposited in this 
company $15,000.00, payable to the 
order of l1imself in current funds six 
months after date on return of this cer
tUlcate properly endorsed with interest 
until matur.ity only at 6 per cent per 
annum.' 

"On September let, 1928, you desired 
to cash this certificate which had ceased 
to bear interest from April 29th, 1928, 
and we allowed you interest at the rate 
of four per cent per annum for four 
months, by agreement, making a total 
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of $650.00 interest paid you on Septem
ber 1st, 1928. 

"Trusting this is the information you 
desire, I am, Yours very truly, 

"E. P. CRAVENS, 
"Vice President." 

Q. Now, the total amount of those 
two interest payments made to him on 
that time deposit would amount to 
$1670.00. And is there any way for 
you to tell whether that $1670.00 went 
into that bank account? 

A. That calls for $1917 .50, doesn't it? 
Q. Yes, sir, one $1917.50, and 

$650.00? 
A. The record shows on November 

1, 1928, a deposit of $1917.50 was 
made to J. T. Robison, Special. 

Q. And these figures would indicate 
that was on this, and the other $650.00 
went in when he made a deposit of 
$15,650.00? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right, I just want to get 

that clear. 
Mr. Allen: That is all, gentlemen. 
Mr. Price: No questions. 
(Witness excused.) 
The Speaker: Who is your next 

witness? 
Mr. Allen: We are just trying, Mr. 

Chairman, to see if we cannot save 
a little time by agreeing to the au
thenticity of certain documents. 

The Speaker : V.ery welJ. 
Judge Freeman: We offer in evidence 

a. letter dated February 2, 1929, and 
which reads as follows: 
"Hon. J. T. Robison, Commissioner, 

State Land Office, Austin, Texas. 
"Dear Mr. Robison: The committee 

appointed by the Legislature with in-
structions and power to investigate the 
operations of your office, .the Genera.I 
Land Office, the Board of Regents of 
the University, the Attorney General's 
Department, and the Governor's Office, 
kindly request you to furnish us the 
following information C'oncerning the 
operations of your Department under 
the rea.ppraisement Acts passed by the 
Thirty-ninth Legislature. It is re
quested that this information be set 
forth in two exhibits and which ex-

. hibits jointly shall set fo1·th each and 
every transaction had by your Depart
ment under said acts. 

"Exhibit A: To show, .first; the 
name of the owner of the land on date 
of forfeiture. Second, the number of 
acres forfeited; third, the original pur
chase price; fourth, the a.mount of in
terest due on date of forfeiture; fifth, 
whether .the lands were originally sold 

with or without mineral' reservationil; 
sixth, the repurchase price per acre. · 

"Exhibit B: Let Exhibit B show, 
first, the names and addresses of all 
purchasers under said act, the date of 
their remittance .of the .one cent p41r 
acre expense charge, the amount of the 
remittance, the amount of money re
turned to the person making the re
mittance and the date of the return; 
second, the amount of money on hand 
at this time and where the same· is 
located. In connection with this ex
hitit, please deliver to us all original 
books of accounts, bank statements and 
cancelled checks and also the books in 
which the entries concerning said one 
cent per acre fund were kept in the 
Land Ollice. · 

"This information is of great impor
tance to the committee and furnish
ing the same will facilitate the work 
of the committee and expedite the in
vestigation very materially. 

Yours very truly, 
FRED MINOR, 

Chairman of Legislative Investiga
tion Committee." 

Judge Freeman: It is agreed by 
c·ounsel that the letter just read was. 
delivered to Mr. Robison a.bout the 
time of its date, and that in response 
to that letter, Mr. Robison delivered 
to the committee .the document T hold 
in my hand, signed by him. We offer 
in evidence, gentlemen, those portions. 
of the report dated February 4, 1929, 
set out in the response to the Commis
sioner just referred to, which are in
dicated by pencil notations. 

Mr. Smith: Just let the whole 
paper be introduced. 

Mr. Allen : It is so important, it 
has got to be read some time. They can 
introduce the balance, but we don't-
make that clear. 

Judge Freeman: We ask the Read
ing Clerk to' read just those parts of 
this which are indicated in pencil. If 
you gentlemen desire to offer the other 
part, you may do so. _ 

The Speaker: The Clerk will read 
the portions outlined by counsel. 

Mr. Smith: Just a. moment. We 
think, for the information and under
standing of the committee, that the· 
whole of this paper should be intro-· 
duced, and not mere extracts of por
tions from it, tha-t it should all be 
read together, just for the benefit and 
understanding of the· .whole eommittee. 
Let us lay everything before them and .. 
not parts of things. 

The Speaker: Any objection to th~t ?· 
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Judge Freeman: Yes, sir, we are not 
offering portions of it for the reason 
that there are portions that we think 
are not admissible, and we desire to 
reserve the right to make objection and 
permit Your Honor to rule as those 
objections arise. 

Mr. Allen: Now, before you rule, 
Mr. Chairman, let me supplement what 
has been stated by my associate in re
gard to this matter. Whenever the re
spondent has made declarations or 
statements, they are always admissible 
in any judicial proceeding in which 
those matters are under inquiry, and 
when they come into the hands in court 
of the prosecution, he can offer such 
objections as he cares to offer, and then 
if the other side wants to offer every
thing else on that same suhject em
bodied in any statement, they would 
have the right to do so; but we don't 
have to introduce the entire text of 
a document when there are portions 
we don't. coincide with. We offer suc·h 
parts as we have emhraced in brackets 
and no more and we ask the Reading 
Clerk to read that; and then later, if 
they desire to introduce the balance of 
this statement, we will make no ob

. jection to it, but we want this to be 
read-except we will make objections 
to some parts that are purely specula
tive and not fo response to the inquiry 
made by the committee. 

Mr. Smith: Before you rule, Judge 
Sinks, I want to get this thought be
fore you: As it appears from the let
ter read from Juage Minor, as chair
man of the committee, certain infor
mation was asked from the Land Com
mlss1oner. It was in answer and in 
response .to this letter that the let
ter from the Land Commissioner was 
written and delivered to the commit
tee. This committee cannot get a clear 
and correct understanding of the trans
action without the reading of the 
whole, i:t seems to me. And why the 
counsel for the proponents want to pre
vent a part of this statement from go
·ing befor~ this committee . for what
ever it be worth, I don't know. We 
respectfully request that, in all fair
ness, the whole thing be read at one 
time to the committee, and not garbled 
extracts from it, in order that the 
committee may understand the whole 
thing. 

Mr.· Allen: Before we bind ourselves 
here, of course, we are only willing to 
be bound ·by such portions of that state
ment as we think relevant and perti
nent and that we believe are all right. 
Now, counsel knows that no injustice 

could be done, because if it is neces
sary for the committee to hear a.II of 
it, they can offer it subject. to such ex
ceptions as we may make. And no 
court in the world would ever hold that 
we have to introduce everything he said 
or adopt everything he said-we don't 
have to do it; the rule is we c·an in
troduce such parts as we want to in
troduce, and then they can introduce 
such parts as they want if they are 
relevant. 

Sena.tor Price: If the Chair please, 
and Judge Sinks: I won't take very 
much time. Now, we started out in 
this hearing, and the contention was 
made by the a.hie counsel from Dallas 
that technical rulings be not invoked, 
that this was merely an informal pro
cedure, merely an inquisitorial pro
cedure. Now, in the face of that con
tention-which was supported by Your 
Honor and announced from that plat
form-the proponents come here now 
and offer a letter from Judge Minor 
to Mr. Robison, and they bring the re
ply of Mr. Robison, and under the· 
technical rules of evidence prevailing in 
the courts, they desire to carve out just 
such portions of that letter as they 
see fit, and exclude the other. Now, 
we submit that in this matter, in jus
tice to Mr. Rohison, and in order that 
the members of this House may get that 
letter as a whole, that the entire reply 
ought to be read together to the mem• 
bers of this House, as some of the 
members have suggested. We submit 
that a clear understanding of that let
ter and its bearing on this case cannot 
be had from these particular portions, 
and that it is confusing and unfair, 
both to this respondent and the mem
bers of the House, for any such pro
cedure to be had. 

Mr. Freeman : May I suggest to 
Your Honor about what I think the 
best procedure is! 

Judge Sinks: There is no particular 
order in this matter. I will hear any
thing you want .to say. 

Judge Freeman: We desire to offer 
certain portions of this communication,. 
we have marked them there so as to 
he identified. We concede the right of 
counsel to offer any other portions they 
may think admissible and necessary. 
When they offer them-

Mr. Moses: Mr. Freeman, may I 
make this suggestion; will you pardon 
me for just a minute! 

Judge Freeman: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: Now, Your Honor, I un

derstood from Mr. Allen that if we 
offered that letter, except, probably, as 
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to certain paragraphs, they won Id in
terpose no objection to it. We will 
offer all the letter. In the interest of 
time--hecause a record is to he made 
of this-why have a part of the letter 
introduced and printed in the Journal 
and in the record to he made, ancl then 
later on the lettn in full, or su"h por
tions as may not he ohjeckd to. ap
pear again 1 K ow, if there are uny 
portions of that letter to which they 
would have any ohjection-

Judge Freeman: Just u moment, 
Mr. Moses. \Ve c·an shorten it. 

Mr. Allen: To save time, we will 
make this agreement if you want to do 
it. Tlw part the .Judge is otft.ring here 
we offer, and if you want to offt•r the 
balance at once, we will make no ob
jection. 

Mr. Moses: \\"ell, we make that re
quest. 

Mr. Allen: That is understood. 
The Judge will indieate the part he is 
offering, and yon indicate that part you 
will offer. 

Mr. Moses: I think Heryhody un
derstands it, and this committee un
understands it. Just let it go in the 
record all at once. 

Judge Sinks: Let it all be read. 
You read the part you want and let 
them read the part they want. 

\\-hereupon. on motion duly made 
and seconded, a n'cl'ss was had at 12: Oii 
p. m. until 2 o'doek p. m. of the same 
day. 

AFTirnNOON 8E8HION 

Began at 2:0ii p. m., following n•resa 
at 12:05 p. m. 

The Speaker: Gentlemen, are you 
ready to proceed? 

Mr. Freeman: \Ve now wish to offer 
in evidence a written statement, elated 
February 4, 1929, addressed to th.e Ho~
orable Legislative Committee to mvesh
gate the General Land Office, the Gov
ernor, Board of Regents of the Univer· 
sity and Attorney General; and signed 
by J. T. Robison, Commissioner: 

February 4th, 1929. 
Hon. Fred Minor, Chairman. 

Gentlemen: In your communication 
of Saturday, the 2nd instant, addressed 
to me as Commissioner of the General 
Land Office of Texas, you requested im
mediate information upon the operation 
of an act of the Legislature approved 
March 19, 1925, providing for those who 
had theretofore let their purchase of 
public free school land to be forfeited 
for non-payment of interest and n•
mained unsold, and that those who 

might thereafter let their purchase of 
public free school land be forfeited for 
the non-payment of interest due to No
vember 1, 1925, and the Amendatory Act 
of October 27, 1926, should have the 
right to repurchase same at a price to 
be fixed by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. For the expense 
of the execution of iaid Act a fee of 
one cent per acre was required to be 
paid to said Commissioner. Those acts 
are commonly referred to as the Reap
praisement Acts of 1925 and 1926, since 
there was another like act in 1913, and 
another of similar import in 1895. 

In response to said request, I beg to 
say that there is nothing in connection 
with the execution of said Acts that I 
desire to withhold from your Commit
tee, but that I am not only willing to 
but will frankly and without reserve 
lay before you everything so far as is 
in my power to do at this time. 

1. The Act included all former for
feitures of land that remained unsold 
since the first sale of public free school 
land to James G. Holloway upon appli
cation filed in the General Land Office 
May 23, 1874, or a period of 51 years. 

2. The number of individuals re
questing reappraisement approximated 
1600. 

3. The number of separate tracts of 
land considered in the work of reap
praisement approximates 20,000. 

4. For each tract or sale there is a 
separate account. 

5. The number of acres involved 
approximates 6,905,233, while the total 
forfeitures affected would approximate 
8,000,000 acres. 

6. The one cent per acre assessed by 
the law to defray tl1e expenses of reap
praisement approximates $69,052.00. 

7. The time required in the reap
praisement approximates 40 months· and 
the employment of a large number of 
people at various periods of time. 

8. The mileage traveled in the work 
approximates 72,000 miles. 

9. The expenditures out of the fund 
arising from the one cent per acre ap
pro]<imates seven mills per acre. 

10. The sum to be returned pro rata 
to those paying it, approximates three 
mills per acre. 

11. Recordi! of the General Land 
Office reflect the land matters stated in 
the foregoing in ten bound volumes of 
considerable size, to which the Commit
tee can have access at any time. 

12. To ascertain the original pur
chase price, as per your request, it will 
be necessary to examine each tract 
listed, since each tract has a separate 
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priee and ~t, or about 20,000 ac· 
CIOllllts. 

13. To -..tain the amount of in· 
tenat due on -.ch tract, as per your 
requeat, it will be n~ssary to examine 
each of the approximated 20,000 ac· 
counts and from them cal cu late the 
interest. 

14. To ascertain whether the land 
was originally sold with or without 
mineral reservation, as per your request, 
the classification records, and notices to 
county clerks, must be examined as to 
each of the approximated 20.000 tracts. 

15. To ascertain the resale price, as 
per your request, each of the approxi· 
mately 20,000 tracts must be examined. 

16. To ascertain the names and ad· 
dresees of the purchaser of each tract, 
as per your request, the records of each 
aale will have to be examined. 

17. To furnish you, as per your re· 
quest, the date of remittances of the 
one cent per acre was received will 
require the examination of the ten vol· 
umes referred to above. 

18. To have attempted to keep an 
accurate itemized account of all receipts 
and disbursements would have required 
the employment of a bookkeeper to ac· 
company me or to have taken so much 
of my own time that the work would 
hardly have been completed yet. 

19. As the work progressed and the 
deposit to my credit as a special fund 
in the Texas Bank & Trust Company 
amounted 'to a few thousand dollars it 
was placed upon interest-bearing time 
deposit in that bank and the Security 
Trust Company. As those time depos· 
its were returned to a checking account 
the principal, together with all interest 
earned, would be redeposited. 

20. There were approximately G,905,-
000 acres reappraised. To cover the 
expense of reappraisement, the land 
owners paid one cent per acre, which 
amounted in the aggregate to approxi
mately $69,052.00. Deducting from this 
amount the expense of reappraisement 
Jett about $21,000.00 to be returned pro 
rata to the land owners. That is to say, 
each land owner was entitled to about 
three mills per acre. At the conclu
sion of the reappraisement there was 
an amount of money on deposit in the 
special fund in the Texas Bank & Trust 
Company and the Seeurity Trust Com
pany of Austin, Texas, to pay each land 
owner the amount he was entiUed to 
receive. 

21. When revaluing the land. it was 
IDT •meat endeavor to put each tract 
upon mch a value basis that its future 
probabla production or earning capacity 

would be such that the owner would 
realize enough therefrom to pay the 
interest thereon to the State and sup· 
port those dependent upon its earning 
power. My intimate knowledge of the 
earning power of the country through 
its seasons of prosperity and adversity 
for about a third of a c~ntury ga\·e me 
&ome information on the subject. By 
placing the land upon that basis, it was 
believed there would be a more stable 
and continuous tenure of ownership and 
a steadier payment of interest to the 
school fund, which, in the aggregate 
over a period of years, would be greater 
and less expensive fo the State than the 
former annual forfeitures for non-pay· 
ment of interest and resale and again 
forfeiture without interest payment. As 
a result of that purpose, the price of 
much of the land was reduced, some 
1vas raised and other tracts remained 
unchanged. As to the mineral rights, 
they were not affected by the forfeiture 
and resale under the terms of the law. 

22. In September, 1928, I began to 
refund by check the sum due each per· 
son. That work was done personally · 
at home at night. After devoting long 
night hours to that for some time, other 
duties drew me away, and in a few days 
the Supreme Court rendered its final 
decision in the University highest bid
der leasing Act of 1925. Then, in obedi· 
ence to the decision of that court, I felt 
the obligation upon me to proceed to 
place the University land on sale for oil 
1md gas purposes. For lack of sufficient 
help in the Land Office to meet current 
demands resulting from the Governor's 
veto of seven clerks out of the legisla· 
tive allowance for two years ago, I was 
under the necessity of performing the 
task personally. That labor being com
pleted November 10th, I will assume 
your memories of subsequent events will 
concur in the conclusion that I have 
scarcely had any time to spare for the 
matter now under discussion. As soon 
as my time will permit the refunding of 
the remainder will be resumed. 

23. After hundreds of checks had 
been written and many sent out, some 
were returned to me with the endorse
ment of the payee thereon. I have held 
them uncashed. Many were collected 
by the payees. Those returned are 
largely in small amounts thoug.h a few 
represent substantial sums. They range 
from a few cents to a few hundred dol· 
Jars. Some are from persons outside of 
Texas and many are from persons un· 
known to me. There has been no se· 
crecy about this matter. The circum
stances were openly talked, publicly dis-
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cussed and notoriously known and ap
proved throughout the country and 
could have been known to all other per
sons who felt sufficient interl'st to make 
inquiry. Knowing many uf the p<'ople 
and having confidence in their ~ootl faith 
and purpose, the checks w<'re hold rather 
than returned with an imputation of 
unworthy motins. Deeming the ~tate 
to haYe no interest in the sums repre
sented hv the checks. finaneial or other
wise, I ·have used some of the funds 
against whi<'h tlll'Y were clrawn. There 
is now approximate!~· $~,000.00 to the 
credit of this fund in the Texas Bank 
& Trust Company. \\'hen the last re
fund check sha 11 have heen issued and 
presented for payment there will be 
sufficient funds to meet the ohligation. 
Thereafter, a complete statement will 
he compile<! for my next biennial report, 
if tlll' fal'ilities for that purpose an· 
aYailahle. 

'.!4. Kow turning bal'k tu other fea
hues in yuur requ~st, allow me to sug
gest that yon employ some help to put 
them to the task of ascertaining tlw 
spe<'ific information you ha,-e mlled for. 
That will be necessary, because the Land 
Oflke has not now enough people to 
meet the <'lllTent daily demands expe
ditiously. All records will be an1ilablc 
to your representatives, and I will per
sonally render them all the assistance 
neeessnry to an understanding of the 
records to the end that they may get 
accurate and perhaps Yaluable informa
tion. 

25. In conneetion with the foregoing 
paragraph 24, and as I understand the 
scope of the Resolution under whid1 
you are opern ting, permit me to sug
gest that your Committee also haw 
your assistants check up the results of 
the Reappraisement Act of I rll3 that 
was opera tcd hy a hoard of t l1ree, and 
the result of the other revaluation Act 
of 1895. I was then an employe in the 
Land Office. The disclosures might he 
illun1inating. 

20. \Vhile your staff is working on 
the matters mentioned abO\-e in :-<o. 24, 
I trust you will not cease >our lahors, 
hut wili at once take up 'in an open 
hearing those n1attrrs chargell in the 
Governor's first inessage and other mat
ters charged in Mr. Petsch's Simple 
Resolution. I assume that all persons 
interested therein, if any. can reach 
here in a day or two. hut ns for myself, 
I am ready at this moment and have 
been since the rnomPnt the charges were 
made. As the record had alreaclv been 
made in the Land Office, I had no prep-

aration to make other than to assemble 
the papers. Yours very truly, 

(Signed) J. T. ROBISON, 
Commissioner. 

The above communication is being 
offered by both sides with the restric
tion that neither is to be bound by any 
portion thereof, except such portions, if 
any, as either side may desire to offer. 

Whereupon, Mrs. Mary Hopson, a 
witness for the proponents, being duly 
sworn, testifh•d as follows: 

On Direct Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: I will ask you to 
kindly state your name to the Commit
tee. 

A. Mary Hopson. 
Q. Where do you Jive, Mrs. Hopson? 
A. .Austin, Texas. 
Q. What business are you engaged in, 

or what work do you do 1 
A. I am stenographer in the Land 

Office. 
Q. I believe that vou stated that 

you are a stenograph~r in the Land 
Commissioner's Office at this time7 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been engaged 

as a stenographer in the present Land 
Commissioner's Office, under the pres
ent Land Commissioner? 

A. Since September, 1927. 
Q. I will ask you to look at the bot

tom of that instrument and tel! me who 
wrote that instrument and who took 
that dictation-you took that dictation 
aucl wrote that instrument 1 

Mr. Moses: We think she certainly 
has the right to read the letter without 
just looking at the hottom of the letter 
to see who took the dictation-

:\[r. Allen: ls that your mark 1 
A. It is not my signature, but it is 

mv mark. 
·q. You put that mark on there--that 

is like the mark that all stenographers 
put on letters which they take and 
write 1 

A. It looks like my mark. 
Q. You know that that is your 

mark1 
A. I do not know that that is my 

mark. 
)[r. Price: If that is a letter that 

was written by the Commissioner, it is 
not necessary to show wl10 wrote the 
letter. 

1\Ir. Moses: We have tried to make 
our position clear. It will not be neces
sary to prove up any instrument that is 
signed by J. T. Robison, if we are just 
afforded an opportunity to. examine it
it will be admitted. 

Mr. Allen: Is that Mr. Rohison's 
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signature and letter, and did he dictate 
that particulai- letter? 

Mr. Moses: I do not know. 
Mr. Price: It .is admitted that Mr. 

Robison signed that letter. 
Mr. Allen: Then it is admitted that 

Mr. Robison dictated that letter and 
other letters like it, and signed it? 

Mr. Moses: It is admitted that he 
signed that letter. 

Mr. Price: We admitted that he dic
tated a form letter and that this one 
was copied from that form letter and 
signed by the Commissioner and after
wards sent out. 

Mr. Allen: Did you copy that letter 
from a form letter that had been dic
tated by Mr. Robison? 

A. I copied some letters. Tba t looks 
like my mark on that letter there. 

Q. Can not you tell that that is your 
mark on that letter? 

Mr. Moses: We interpose this objec
tion, it being wholly irrelevant and im
material. It has been admitted that the 
Commissioner signed this letter. As to 
whether Mr. Robison signed this and 
other letters like that is wholly im
material. 

Judge Sinks: If the letter is admit
ted, that is all that is necessary for the 
admission. 

Mr. Allen: I want to ask this wit
ness how many of these letters were 
copied by her from that form letter? 

A. About twenty-five or thirty. 
Q. Is that the total number that you 

wrote yourself? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they were all copied from 

that form letter? 
A. Every copy that I made. 
Q. And I believe that you said that 

this is one of the copies that you made? 
A. I do not know. 
Q. I will get you the letter-
Mr. Moses: I understand that the 

letter speaks for itself. Since we have 
admitted its execution and its mailing. 

Mr. Price: It has been made and ex
ecuted by Mr. Robison, and mailed by 
Mr. Robison from his office. 

Mr. Allen: Now, if I understand you 
correctly, you stated that you wrote 
about twenty-five or thirty of those let-

. ters from a form that had been dic
tated by Mr. Robison, and I am want
ing to know if this is one of the twenty
five letters that yon wrote? 

A. I do not know whether that is 
one of the twenty-five or not. 

Q. But you do admit that you wrote 
about twenty-five letters like that? 

A. I do not know whether I wrote 
that particular letter or not. 

Q. But that is the letter, in sub
stance, of which yon wrote about 
twenty-five copies? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the form given you 

there in the Land Commissioner's office, 
of which you copied some twenty-five 
or thirty copies and mailed out. I will 
ask the Reading Clerk to kindly read 
that letter for me. 

Whereupon, the Reading Clerk read 
the letter, which is as follows: 

General Land Office, 
State of 'J'exas. 

Austin, May 27, 1929. 
Mr .• John J. Tyler, City. 

Dear Sir: The enclosed check is the 
amount due to be returned to you as 
your portion of the unused one cent 
per acre that you paid towards the ex
pense of revaluing your forfeited school 
land a year ago. I began this refund 
last September, but there was so much 
of it and soon other matters arose that 
I have delayed its completion until now. 

Lots of those to whom ·these eohecks 
have been sent have written their names 
on the backs of them and returned to 
me as a free-will token of their ap
preciation of the service I have ren
dered owners of land in defending their 
mineral right, etc.. in litigation filed 
by ·the Attorney General some years 
ago, but just decided last October in 
favor of my contentions for the owners 
of the land. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) J. T. ROBISON, 

JTR/ml1 
enc 

Commissioner. 

Q. Now those letters were written 
and sent to several hundred persons in 
this State by you and other parties in 
the office? 

A. I am not aware of that. 
Q. You do not know how many? 
A. I did not send any out myself

! only wrote them, 
Q. Do you personally know how 

many hundreds of copies of that letter 
went out in this form from the Land 
Commissioner's Office-how many of 
those letters had been reproduced? 

A. I do not. 
Q. The letters that were sent out 

were sent to the landowners whose 
property was reappraised, no matter 
how large or how small the tract? 

A. I do not know. 
Whereupon, W. D. Hornaday, being 

duly sworn by the Speaker, testified as 
follows: 
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On Direct Examination. I Mr. Allen: Mr. Hornaday, after you 
By Mr. Allen: Kindly state your received that .letter with .the check en-

name to the rommittee. clo"ed, what did you do with the check! 
A. W. D. Hornaday. A. I kept it. 
Q. Where do vou live. :\lr. Hornaday? Q. You did not return it? 
A. Austin, Texas. A. No, sir. 
Q. How long ha'·" you lived in Mr. Brice: Mr. Speaker, we forgot 

Austin 1 ·rne JJOint. I would like to ask Mr. 
A. Thirty years. Horn;.day the amount of that check. 
Q. Do you own a small traet of How mueh wa• the amount of that 

land on whirh there was a reappraise- rherk, Mr. Hornaday? 
ment under the reappraisemcnt laws of A. l think it was 48 cents. 
1925, and l!l:W, undl'r t\w one cent per Mr. Freeman: Now, Mr. Speaker, I 
acrr rlause? will read the question and will get 

A. I do. Colonel Allen to read the answer. This 
Q. How many acres do you have! is a question by Mr. Smitb. 
A. One hundred and sixty-a quar- Q. Now, Mr. Robison, what was the 

ter section. date that you arrived at San Antonio? 
Q. Then you only had about 160 A. :\lorning of August 31st, accord-

acres? ing to the best of my recollection, 1925. 
A. Yes, sir. Q. Mr. Robison, I hold in my hand 
Q. And under the prov1swns of the a check drawn on the Texas Bank & 

law ~·ou would only haw had to pay Trust Company, dated August 31, 1925, 
$1.60? which says pay to the order of cash 

A. Yes, sir. One Thousand Dollars. Signed .J. T. 
Q. Under the three mill pro rata Rohison, Special. Will you state to the 

returned and distributed of the bal- committee according to the best of your 
ance of the fund, did yon receive a recollection, the circumstances under 
rheck for a few cenlos? · which ynu drew that check? 

A. I did. A. Before getting to that, a little 
Q. With that check, <lid vou receive side light on this matter, I will make. 

a Jetter from the Lan<! Co1"nmissioner, When I was sixteen years old, those 
•ignrd hy him? gas attacks began to come on me. and 

A. I did. then had quit me for about twenty 
Q. Have vou got that letter 1 years, and I hnd not had nn attack in 
A. No, si~. a long time. When I was about twenty 
Q. I will ask vou to look at this years old, I had to carry morphine in 

letter here, the one that was si~ed by my pocket and I have taken l'llOugh 
the Land Commissioner, and state morphine to kill me; when these at
whethcr or not the letter received by tacks would come on me, I had just 
you from the Land Commissioner was as soon be dead as alive. I was lying 
in either words or substan<'e and effect in Del Rio in a comatose state for two 
the same as that 1 and a half days, and had gotten into 

A. I take it to he the same letter. San Antonio in the morning. Seven 
Q. An<l that letter which you re- <loctors consulted, anrl whill' I was in 

ceived, signed by the Land Commis- " comatose state, apparently, I could 
sioner, you take to be the same as this hear them in consultation. They asked 
which has just been shown to you 1 me if I could walk to the operating 

A. Yes, sir. tahle. I told them to wait a moment, 
Q. Do you know of any letters of and bring me a blank check. I had 

that character that were S<'llt out other dcC'~ded in my own mind from w)lat 
than the one you received? thev had sai,\ that I would have to be 

A. No, sir. hu1:i1·d after that operation. Of this, 
Q. You do not know how many Jet- in lll\' own mind. I was satisfied from 

ter" \\'er1• sent out~ what' they had said. I aroused from 
A. No. sir. the state of coma suffiriently to write 
Mr. Allen: That is all. that check for that purpose, as I had, 
Mr. Freeman: \\'e now offer in evi- at that time, no personal funds and 

dence <'Xcerpts from the testimony of felt that as this malady came on me 
the Commissioner given before the Leg- while I was in the work, that morally 
islative InH»<tigating Committee. I and legally. the fund could afford to 
presume the correet pr<wcdun• would be pay me that amount. And I drew that 
to read tlw qm·stion, giving the op- check so mv wife could havl' sufficient 
portunity for objection. and then read funds to i>ear the expense of the 
the answer. funeral following the operation. 
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·Q. At that time, you had no money 
of your own! 

A. Except my monthly salary. 
Reading further from the transeript: 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, I hold in my 

hand a check dated October 5, 1925, 
drawn on the Texas Bank & Trust Com· 
pany, which is drawn in favor of Dr. 
Geo. W. Cox, or order, for one hun· 
dred dollars, and signed J. T. Robison, 
Special. 

A. Dr. Cox was the physician who 
operated on me in the Del ·Rio ·hospital 
and went with me to San Antonio. 

Q. Now, I hold in my hand a check 
dated August 31, 1925, made payable 
to Dr. J. S. Wooten, drawn on the 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, for three 
hundred dollars, and signed J. T. Robi
son, Special! 

A. Dr. Wooten was my home phy
sician here and he was ordered to meet 
me at San Antonio. That was for his 
services. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, Mr. Anthony 
testified here-

Mr. Robison (interrupting): There 
is another check of the same kind for 
Dr. Venable. 

Q. Did you pay that out of the same 
funds? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Reading further from the transcript: 
Q. Now, after you recovered some

what from the effects of your illness, 
and had gotten out of the hospital, did 
you at any time subsequent to that 
time take your own money and deposit 
it in the J. T. Robison, Special account, 
in the Texas Bank & Trust Company? 

A. I have. 
Q. Do you recall the amounts! 
A. I do not recall the amount of all 

of it, but there was one or two that I 
do recall. There were one or two in
stances where I put my salary in that 
account, and in one instance, I sold 
some sheep-that I had shipped some 
lambs that I had fed out last winter 
and taken them to Fort Worth and 
sold them, and brought the check back, 
according to my recollection, it was 
for $3218.00 and deposited that in that 
account. 

Q. In that J. T. Robison, Special 
account! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Petsch: When was that! 
A. It must have been about March 

a year ago. 
Q. March, 1928! 
A. Some time along about then

just as a matter of convenience to me. 
Mr. Smith: Have you to your own 

knowledge placed money of your own 

back into the J. T. Robison Special ac
count that will replace the money that 
you drew out at San Antonio as a re
sult of your sickness and the expenses 
incurred while in the hospital at San 
Antonio! 

A. No doubt in my mind that I 
have put sufficient money back to cover 
all of that, but I never bad a thought 
as to the San Antonio hospital bills, 
because I feel that that was a legiti
mate charge against that account. 

Reading further from the transcript: 
Chairman Minor: In your question 

a moment \.go, I assumed that Mr. Robi
son has lost some of his checks, and I 
would like to know while we are on 
the point, if that is the lack of sup
porting data referred to in the au· 
di tor's report 1 

Mr. Smith: I think my question was 
on the-I think my question was 
wrongly formed. Just ask the question 
that you have in mind. 

Chairman Minor: The report of the 
auditor introduced here yesterday 
shows a number of thousand of dollars, 
the exact amount I do not now recall, 
for which there was no supporting 
data? 

l\Ir. Petsch (interrupting) : Thirty
two thousand dollars. 

Mr. Robison: The matter was handled 
in this way, ,Judge Minor: Looking at 
it now through the back sights, we 
have better hack sight than foresight, 
[ would have kept an itemized account 
of the money however more the ex
pense might have been, hut at that 
time, it was my idea to get through 
with the work and have what left I 
conld. The result was that I did not 
keep an itemized account. but whether 
I did or not, would make no difference, 
bec·ause I have expended it lawfully for 
the necessary purpose, and therefore it 
would have never occurred to me as 
being necessary to keep an itemized 
account. Lots of checks I did not de
posit in the bank at all, and many 
of the ·cancelled checks I have not got 
on hand. As I stated before, I never 
keep cancelled checks. I usually look 
through them to see if I have signed 
them all. They accumulate on me and 
are in my way. If I pay a hill by 
check, it is paid. 

Reading further from the transcript: 
Mr. Smith: Now. Mr. Robison, the 

auditor's report that has been intro
duced here, shows some six thousand 
odd dollars in received checks that were 
endorsed and sent hack to you by these 
landowners. It shows two thousand 
and some odd dollars that you issued 
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clwck• for last September which have 
nr\-l'f been presented for payment, and 
till' fund in the bank ha• not lwen 
cal!P<l on to pay them. ma king n total 
of O\'Pr <>iJ!ht tlwu~arnl a~ I now recall 
it. This fund. acl·ur1ling- to the tc~ti
mony of other witnC'S"<'~. wa~ given to 
yu11. from 11ot a frw iiHlividual~. hut 
frun1 a large part of till' eitizen~ of 
\\'pst Te"a~. giH·n to you as a public 
oflicial. '.\ow, what arc you going to 
do with that monn-<lo you know what 
yon an• guiug to do with it'! 

A. ~lHP. 
l). \\"hat arl· you going to clo with 

that mo1u•y whil'h they have given you 1 
.\. Use it as I would any other funds 
haH•. 
Rra<ling further from the transcript: 
(l. 111r. Robison, do you recall the 

date when the act of the regular ses
sion of the Legislature in I !12.5 went 
into effect? 

A. It seems to me it was .Tune some 
time, 1925. 

Q. J unc, l!l2.)? 
A. I am not sure about the date-

but possibly ahout the l!lth. 
Reading further from the transcript: 
)Ir. :'<mi th: I think the questions by 

Mr. Smith: 
Q. You testified yesterday, Mr. Rob

ison, that you deposited $3218.00, I be
lieve, of your own private funds in this 
J. T. Robison Special account? 

A. I testified that I deposited that 
much in one check at one time. 

Q. That was March 16, 1928? 
A. Ahout March, as I stated yes

terday. 
Q. • This other deposit of Mareh ll, 

1928, $3218.86, that was the deposit 
that you testified ahout yesterday? 

A. Yes, sir; one of them. 
Q. Now, Mr. RoLison, do you recall 

any other amounts that you deposited? 
A. I told you yesterday that I put. 

I think, probably two years' receipts of 
wool in that-I don't know how much 
it waa. 

Q. \Veil. about how much was it
what is a reasonable estimate? 

A. 1 expect it was five or six or 
sewn hundred dollars; I don't know. 

Q. \Veil, "\'OU are sure that it was 
not more th~u $800.00. are you l 

A. I don't re .. kon it was. 
Q. And not less than fiye hundred 

clollars? 
A. I would say so. 
ll. You noticed that the auditor's 

report showed there was $32,797.29 of 
this money for which there was no char· 
ncter of accounting? 

A. I don't know as to the accuracy 
of that statement. 

Q. Well, you are not in position to 
deny it at all? 

• .\. No. 
Q. Now, then, you also understand, 

do you not, that the auditor's conclu
sions were based on the hank deposits 
that were made Y 

A. I assume so. 
Q. And you know that you had not 

told him-told the auditor-anything 
about having deposited into this fund of 
your own prirnte funds. $3700.00, or 
any other amount at that time that he 
made this inYestigation Y 

A. I don't think I discussed it with 
him. 

Q. Well, don't you know you did 
not! 

A. Well, I say I don't think I dis· 
cussed it with him. I talked to him 
something about the checks I was turn
ing O\'er to him, hut just what was said 
I don't recall. 

Q. Yes, sir. Now, if you did deposit 
this $3700.00 or better in this J. T. Rob
ison Special account, then, as a matter 
of fact, your shortage, instead of being 
$32,797 .29, your shortage would be in
creased by the amount of your private 
funds that you deposited-I mean the 
shortage of that fund! 

A. I don't know whether there is 
any shortage there. 

Q. Well, if there is a shortage here-
A. You mean the amount that it 

doesn't show to have been deposited l 
l\lr. Allen: The next is on page 807, 

which is G-9-20 in yours: 
Q. Yes. sir. On Octoher :l3rd, ~1r. 

Robison, 1926, you withdrew the sum 
of $15,000.00 from the Texas Bank & 
Trust Company-that is shown by that 
check there, isn't, by this notation (in
dicating on paper )-do you remember? 

A. Did you find where it went Y 
Q. Well; I am just asking you 

whether you recollect that Y 
A. I don't remember the time. 
Q. \Vell, as a matter of i·efreshing 

your memory, do you recollect that you 
withdrew $15,000.00 from the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company and deposited 
it in the Securitv Bank & Trust Com
pany at one particular time? 

A. I don't remember ahout taking it 
out at one particular time, but I do 
remember that I withdrew money from 
the Texas Bank &. Trust Compai1y and 
put it on deposit. 

Q. At the Security Bank & Trust 
Company! 

A. At the Security Bank & Trust 
Company. 
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Q. Yes, sir. Read the notation there 
on this photostatic copy, just read it
October 23, '26. 

A. October 23, '26, $15,000.00. 
Q. All right. Now, read this nota

tion, please, sir (showing witness an~ 
other paper). 

A. Yes. 
Q. From this photostatic copy, this 

deposit, there (indicating). 
A. September 1st, '26, $15,650.00. 
Q. Now, do you recollect whether or 

not that was the amount that you got 
hack from the Security Bank & Trust 
Company after you took this $15,000.00 
out of that bank, with the interest? 

A. I don't remember. 
Q. What rate of interest was that 

fund bearing in the Security Bank & 
Trust Company? 

A. I don't remember. 
Q. Well, wasn't it six per cent? 
A. Oh, it was a little more than the 

Texas Bank & Trust Company. 
Q. Wasn't it six per cent? 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Well, will you deny it was six 

per cent 1 
A. No. I say I don't remember. 
Q. Well, isn't it a fact that at the 

time you withdrew that $15,000.00 from 
the Security Bank & Trust Company, 
after it had been in that bank from 
October 23, 1926, until September 1, 
1928, it amounted to $1670.00 interest 1 

A. I don't know. 
Q. And that the total amoGnt that 

was due from the Security Bank & Trust 
Company was the sum of $16,670.00? 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Do you know whether or not you 

took all of that money out of the Se
curity Bank & Trust Company at that 
time, or only took out a part of the 
money? 

A. I don't remember. 
Q. Well, these records of the Texas 

Bank & Trust Company show that you 
took out $15,000.00 on the dates men
tioned, and put back $15.650.0!'-that is 
sl)own by the records that you just 
looked at-that is correct, isn't it f 

A. I don't. I suppose they are cor
rect. 

Q. Well-
A. Let me see these papers. I sup

pose they are correct. You understand, 
I don't recall the dates and amounts 
that were handled that way at all. I 
can't testify things that are-- (referring 
to papers) I don't know what item you 
are getting at, but-

Q. Here it is, I will show it to you
this deposit of $15,650.00 (indicating)! 

A. I don't know whether it is cor
rect on this. 

Q. Well, will you deny the correct
ness? 

A. I will not, because I don't know. 
I have no information about it. 

Q. Well, are you willing to admit 
that is a photostatic copy of your bank 
record down there, or not? If you don't, 
we will have to prove it up. 

A. I am not denying that it is not, or 
that it is correct. I assume they have 
it correct, I don't know-we will have 
to go down and figure it up and see. 
Let me loo!.: it ov_er. 

Q. All right. Here is the amount 
(indicating)-that is the date of the 
~heck, October 23, 1920-they run 
chronologically there. I will turn them 
all over to yon after a while, I will 
turn them all over to you tonight. Now, 
then, Mr. Robison, in the event that that 
money was earning six per cent there, 
and by the time it was withdrawn from 
the Security Bank & Trust Company it 
had earned $16i0.00 interest, and the 
total amount on deposit there amounted 
to $16,670.00, and if you only deposited 
$1.5,560.00 back in the Texas Bank & 
Trust Company-then there was. a loss 
of $10:!0.00 he tween those deposits! 

A. What is the date of that? 
Q. The date of the redeposit in the 

Texas Bank & Trust Company! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. September l, 1928. 
A. ::'>Ir. Walker made the deposit 

change for me. 
Mr. Allen: The next is on page 817 

of this transcript, which is G-9-30 in 
yours: 

:Mr. Petsch: Now, we offer in evi
dence check dated November 7, 1925, 
payable to the First National Bank at 
Lacy, $100.00. 

Q. That was the first check you 
drew, wasn't it. out in the field after 
you got out of the hospital at San An
tonio when vou went back to reYalue the 
landl · 

A. I don't know that it was. 
Q. Well, that was-it was drawn
A. I left here October 26, 1925. and 

resumed the work in the field. 
Q. Yes, sir. So that was probably 

the first check, wasn't it 1 
A. Well, I don't know. If it was, 

why, I took a good deal of money with 
me. 

Q. You took a good deal of money 
with you. October 28 was when you 
left here 1 

A. I say, if that was the first check 
I drew after I resumed the field, I must 
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have carried a good deal of money 
with me. 

.Mr. Petsch: The next cherk we offer 
in evidence was dated xo,·cmber 10, 
1925, $100.00, payable to the First Na
tional Bank at Peros. The next check 
we offer is $100.00, dated Kovember 18, 
192.5, on the Citizc>nH :'\ational Bank at 
Odessa, $100.00. Till' next rheck we 
offer is dated K ovemlll'r :!;J, 1925, on 
the First Xational Bank at Pecos, 
$200.00. The m•xt rheck is drawn on 
the Kinirsville Bank-

Q. That evident]~· put you haek in 
Austin in the llleantime. die] it not 1 

A. I don't know whether it clid or 
not. 

Mr. Petsch: That rheck is for l!\150.00. 
The next cheek is dated December 15, 
1925. $2.'\0.00, drawn on Mn rfa State 
Bank. The next check is dated Decem
ber 18th. $100.00, on the First Kational 
Bank of l'ort Stockton. Deeemher lHth. 
The next check is dated December 19th, 
$100.00, on the First National Bank of 
Fort Stockton. The next rherk is 
$100.00, dated December 22. 1925. on 
the First National Bank of Pecos. The 
next check that is offered is dated De· 
cember 28, 192i), $3,00.00, First Na
tional Bank of Del Rio. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, cloes that rep
resent the monev vou needed in the field 
-the money the'se' checks indirate herc
you notke that these checks were drawn 
at the rate of one hundred dollars per 
day-is that what it was necessarv for? 

A. I would assume that I had no 
other use for the money than expenses 
while in the field. 

Q. Did you ever draw any money 
out in the field and bring money home 
and deposit in hanks in Austin or else· 
where other than the Texas Bank & 
Trust Company 1 

A. I clo not know that I clid. 
Q. Diel you draw n\one~· out in the 

field and bring it home and pay your 
bills with it 1 

A. I do not recall such things. 
Q. Did you ever pay-clo you recall 

ever paying a hill for five hundred dol
lars in cash to the Ross Hardware Com
pany of Austin 1 

A. I do not know that J have. 
Q. You are not in the hahit of carrv· 

ing about that much money in rash 1 • 
A. Not cash. 
Q. As a matter of refreshing your 

memory, did you ahout the sixth day 
of De1·ember, 192fi, you paid a hill in 
cash to the Ross Hardware Company for 
five hundred dollars 1 

A. I do not remember it. 
Q. Will you denv it 1 

A. No. 
Q. If you paid that amount of cash 

to Ross Hardware Company of Austin, 
state whether or not you drew it out 
of your bank account at the American 
National Bank, or did you take it out 
of your personal account at the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company! 

A. I did not take it out of the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company funds. 

Q. You are positive of that 1 
A. As far as I recall. 
Q. You are not in the habit of carry

ing that much money around with you 
for the purpose of paying your bills? 

A. Not unless I make a trade or deal 
and go to settle the account with it. 

Mr. Allen: The next is on page 823, 
which is 10-m-4 on yours: 

Q. You remember you borrowed five 
hundred dollars from R. L. Batts for 
campaign expenses 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You gave Mr. Batts a check for 

five hundred dollars on that fund? 
A. Yes, sir. I also recall that there 

was five hundred dollars deposited for 
that purpose. 

Q. You mean to say you paid your 
campaign expenses out of that fund
you said you borrowed five hund1·ed dol
lars from Judge Batts and you depos
ited five hundred dollars to take care 
of the check you gave Mr. Batts. Why 
did you do that-why did you go to the 
trouble of making a special deposit of 
five hundred dollars to cover that par
ticular check 1 

A. A party gave me in October or 
November this check-whenever it was, 
a five hundred dollar check, and told me 
to apply it on my campaign expenses. 

Q. Who was that party? 
A. Ira G. Yates. 
Q. Did you report that on your cam

paign expenses! 
A. That was after the campaign was 

over. 
Q. How did you know that it was 

for campaign expenses 1 
A. That is what he told me. 
Q. Just when did you receive that 

five hundred dollar check from Mr. 
Yates! 

A. I think it was either in Septem
ber or October. 

Q. How did that come about! 
A. He was talking to me about the 

matter and asked me if I had covered 
my campaign expenses? 

A. I told him that I still owed five 
hundred dollars. 

Q. If the campaign was over, then 
that was another gift! 

A. I told him furthermore that I 
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paid one hundred and nine dollars for 
printing one of the briefs in these law
suits, and he gave me that money. . 

Q. That was the lawsuit in which 
Mr. Yates was interested? 

.A. I am not sure whether it was for 
that particular case or some other. 

Q. Don't you know? 
.A. I do not know which one of the 

briefs it was-I have forgotten. 
Q. Mr. Yates paid you for that in 

addition to the five hundred dollars that 
he paid you to take up the note of five 
hundred dollars that you borrowed from 
Mr. Batts? 

.A. I said that he paid for that brief. 
Q. Now, in addition to these other 

. gifts that you had listed, you received 
six hundred and nine dollars from Mr. 
Yates? 

.A. In that way. 
Q. Do you recall that you received 

any other .gift from anyone else after 
the campaign was over f 

.A. I do not. 
Mr. Petsch: We will now offer in 

evidence check dated June 15, 1926, for 
two hundred dollars, payable to the 
First National Bank of .Amarillo, signed 
J. T. Robison, ·Special. 

We will next offer in evidence check 
dated June 23, 1926, for three hundred 
dollars, payable to the order of the First 
National Bank of Plainview, signed J. T. 
Robison, Special. 

Mr. Petsch: Mr. Robison, do you 
recall when you drew those two checks? 

.A. I do not recall when I drew them. 
Q. That was at the time you were 

up in that country making the inspec
tion? 

.A. Yes, sir; I was on the work. 
Q. You were by yourself at the time? 
.A. I do not recall. 
Q. Your contention is that you used 

that in the administration of the work? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Robison, do you recall the 

time when you had an overdraft, or 
had overdrawn your bank account here 
at .Austin! 

.A. I do not know. 
Q. Please examine that check, with 

the notation on the back-that is a 
check for two hundred and fifty dollars 
-what is the date of that check? 

.A. July 26. 
Q. Just read the notation on the 

back of that check-is there a notation 
on the back of that check-insufficient 
funds! 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That probably recalls the fact 

that you did have your account over
drawn there, this trust account? 

.A. I do not remember. I know that 
at that time there were other funds on 
deposit. 

Q. Mr. Robison, I am· showing you 
a check dated July 21, 1926, payable to 
self. That is endorse.d by you? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. D,o you remember the circum

stances of you cashing that check? 
.A. Nothing whatever. 
Q. You do not know what you spent 

that for? 
.A. I do not. 
Q. Here is a check dated July 28, 

seven days ?"tfterwards, payable to the 
First National Bank of Del Rio, for two 
hundred dollars; you used all that 
money-all that money was used in the 
work? 

.A. I suppose so. 
Q. From J"uly 21 to July 28, you had 

spent all of that? 
.A. Very often when I was in here, 

I would have fo get new tires and change 
all around . 

Q. You mean to state that you used 
that money to buy new tires? 

.A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you know whether you paid 

for tires with checks 1 
.A. I may have bought some by check; 

getting my car fixed up. 
Q,. Now here is a check dated .August 

18, 1926, for four hundred dollars-did 
you sign that check! 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is your signature? 
.A. Yes, sir . 
Q. That is your endorsement? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was elated .August 18, check 

elated at Uvalde, payable to the Com
mercial National Bank at Uvalde, for 
one hundred dollars, that is also your 
signature? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is public you used in the 

administration of this act? 
A. I assume so. 
Q. 1Ir. Robison, please examine this 

check, dated September 4, 1926, for two 
hundred dollars,-that vou cashed in 
.Austin? • 

.A. I think so. 
Q. Here is another one dated Sep

tember 9. five days afterwards, for one 
hundred dollars, drawn to the order of 
the First National Bank of Fort Stock
ton; another dated September 10, for 
two hundred dollars. one day later, 
drawn in favor of the Central National 
Bank at San Angelo; another dated 
September 21, for three hundred dol
lus, and another for three hundred dol
lars cashed in .Austin-that indicated 
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about what you were spending in money constant jolting of the Ford out in 
on this work? that rough country resulted in the ab

A. I spent a great deal of money· scess on the pancreas. 
on the work. Q. On October 14, 1925, you cashed 

Q. Now, do these checks give you a check for one thousand dollars-what 
any idea at the present time about what dicl you do with that money? 
your average daily or weekly or A. That possibly was at the time I 
monthly expense out on the road was? was-I do not know. 

A. N~rne at all. . Q. You certainly did not have ex-
~· Did you buy a special car to do penses in that amount? 

this work? . A. That check was drawn, I do not 
A. I started out with a Ford fir~t, know just for what purpose, but it was 

and then when I started out agarn, at the time I was convalescent at 
after my operation, and got out to home. 
traveling, I had to turn it in and get Q. You certainly did not have ex

penses in the amount of one thousand 
dollars? 

a larger size car. It just about killed 
me. 

Q. Mr. Robison, please examine 
those d1ecks-keeping them in the 
same order they are-you have ex
amined them? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Those checks are all drawn in 

favor of the Barker Motor Company 
at Austin? 

A. Not all of them. 
Q. That is right-they were all 

drawn for the expense for automobiles, 
supplies, and accessories and in the 
way of tires? 

A. You might identify them as to 
the purpose from the time I left home. 
The one for eight hundred and twenty
seven dollars, dated June 23, 1925, was 
evidently for the first car that I bought. 
Then one for July 23rd, for the same 
company for forty-five dollars and 
eighty-seven cents, I assume that was 
for equipment, or something, ·r do not 
know what, and this one (indicating) 
was four days before I started back 
on the work. 

Q. They are all for tires? 
A. Getting ready to start out on the 

work. 
Q. Those checks were in the amounts 

of $294.00, $45.85 and $827.00? 
A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. That constituted the tire and au

tomobile expense at the Barker Motor 
Company? 

A. When I was getting ready to 
start out. I bought the car before I 
started out, because it was necessary to 
get it ready for the road. 

Q. This was a Buick? 
A. No, sir, that was a Ford sedan. 
Q. Did you take that Ford and go 

out with it on the work? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the car that you used 

to do the work in? 
A. Yes, sir, and that was the car 

that caused ri:te this trouble. This 
ca used the attack to come on me; tl1e 

A. I do not know just what that 
was used for. · 

Q. Did not you use it for the pur
pose of paying your own private debts? 

A. I do not-
Q. (interrupting). You do not deny 

it? 
A. Well, I will say that I had no 

intention to use that money that way. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, here is a check· 

dated June 25, for $501.33. 
A. That is not drawn on that special 

account. 
Q. What account was .it drawn on?. 
A. It does not say "special" account. 
Q. On what bank is that check 

drawn? 
A. That is on the Texas Bank & 

Trust COmpany-if it was out of that 
fund I omitted to sign it "special." 

Q. You notice that it was for-just 
a moment, please-here is a check for 
$501.33-what was that used for? 

A. That was evidently when I was 
preparing to leave town-that was dur
ing the time that the car was being 
equipped and everything gotten to
gether. 

Q. It was about June 23, 1925, that 
you bought this Ford sedan? · 

A. There was considerable equip
ment to be arranged for. 

Q. This $501.33 cheek, did you use 
that for buying tires or what kind of 
bills were paid with that? 

A. I do not know. 
Q. You do not know whether it was 

for your own private bills or whether 
it was to pay expenses ori the work. 
You knew at that time that this was a 
public trust fund, and that certainly 
did not belong to you, and it certainly 
was not your private funds? 

A. The State had a contingent in
terest in the balance that was left after 
paying the expenses of the reapprailie
ment. 
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Q. It certainly was not your money? Q. .Are you a graduate of any school 
.A. No, sir. or schools which teach - courses in ac-
Q. For the purpose of using it to counting? 

pay your own debts! .A. I am . 
.A. No, sir. Q. I would thank you to state them 
Q. Now, your attorney introduced in to the committee? 

evidence yesterday a thousand dollar .A. I am a graduate of a high school 
check payable to cash? commercial course, which covers book-

.A. Yes, sir. keeping and accounting. I am a grad-
Q. .According to your testimony, you uate of the La Salle University, of Chi-

delivered that to your wife? cago, in accounting, and have com-
.A. Yes, sir. pleted a two years' course from the 
Q. Now look on the back of that .Alexander !Jamilton Institute, of New 

check and read the endorsement. York, which covers the entire field of 
A. J. M. Robison, M. D. business, including accounting and audit-
Q. Who is J. M. Robison! ing; and I have studied a great num-
.A. My son, a doctor in Houston. her of the leading texts on accounting 
Q. Is it not a fact that that has and auditing subjects. 

never been returned to this fund? Q. Did you at any time audit any 
A. I have not tried to put that back, account or accounts in the office of the 

because I believed then, as I believe now, Commissioner of the General Land 
that that was a legitimate expense to Office of Texas! 
be paid out of that fund. .A. I did. 

Q. But is it not a fact that you Q. When, and at whose instance? 
wanted to give that check to your wife_ .A. Our firm was employed by the 
so that she would have money to pay special investigating committee of the 
your funeral expenses with? Legislature to make this audit for in-

.A. To pay my burial expenses. vestigation of the Land Office, about 
Q. .And now you say that it was a February 6, 1929. 

legitimate expense? Q. From whom and where did you 
.A. I so testified yesterday; I thought obtain the books and documents with 

so- at the time and still think so. which you made the audit, or from 
Q. You do? which you made the audit? 
.A. Yes, sir. .A. We obtained them in the General 
0. D. Wliitwell, a witness in behalf Land Office. 

of the proponent, having been duly Q. From whom? 
sworn by the Chief Clerk of the House .A. From the Land Commissioner. 
of Representatives, testified as follows : Q. Did you ascertain by any state-

( By Mr. Freeman): ment or statements made by him that 
Q. State your name. they were official records of that office? 
.A. 0. D. Whitwell. A. He stated that they were records 
Q. Where do you live? regarding the reappraisement of these 
.A. Dallas, Texas. lands and the fund for the reappraisal 
Q. What is your occupation? expenses . 
.A. I am an accountant and auditor, Q. In whose custody did you find 

on the staff. of the firm of Ernst & Ernst, these books and records? 
certified public accountants. .A. They were not in the custody of 

Q. How long have you been engaged any particular person. They were in 
in accounting and auditing? 'the Land Office, along with other records 

A. I have been engaged with this of the office. 
firm since the first of last December. Q. In other words, you obtained 

Q. My question relates to your ex- them from the office of the Commissioner 
perience in that work, the length of of the General Land Office, with the 
time it has covered. explanation that they were records of 

.A. I have had about seven and a the office pertaining to that matter? 
half years' experience in accounting and .A I did. 
audi·ting, both public and private. Q. Do you recall the number of vol-

Q. From your knowledge of account- umes that were necessary to use in 
ing and the practice of accounting, are making this audit? 
you able to make an audit reflecting the .A. Well, these particular 1925 ap
correct results of a set of books, such, praisements and revaluation schedules 
for instance, as a particular fund in the covered about ten volumes. 
office of the Commissioner of the General Q. Large or medium size volumes? 
Land Office! .A. Well. they varied. I would say 

A. I think I am. average medium size. 
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Q. The Commissioner in a "tnt<•mt'nt 
read before the committ<>e e•tinmted 
that it invohed the count. I think. of 
1600 people. Do you renwmlwr whether 
that is substantially correct or not 1 

A. I couldn't s<iy 11s to tlw numher 
of individuals. 

Q. \Vould you say that these records 
of this audit which it was nec·cssary to 
use, and which you did u•e in making 
this audit, were volnminous 1 

A The\" are very voluminous. Q: Is ft of sud1° a nature that th" 
facts rclkd<>d cnn he nscrrtained in n 
proceeding- snd1 n~ this hy an examina
tion of tlw hookSI. in rourt or before thr 
('Ommittee? 

A. I clon"t know that 1 understand 
your question. . 

Q. To make my q1wst1on more spe· 
1·iffr. I will approach it from nnother 
angle. How long did it ta.kP ,'.\'ou to 
make that audit! 

A. \\" e were in the General Land 
l'lwe from the eighth day of February 

to about the sixth or rigltt h dn~· of 
March, approximately thirt~· dn,\"S, with 
five of us on the work. 

Q. Xow the question is, would it he 
possible or prnctirnble tD bring those 
volumes of those records before the 
eommittee and !Pt the committee or the 
attorneys alone throughout thi• hearing 
ascertain the results or Hidence dis-
played b~· the hooks! . 

A. That would he imposs1hle. 
Q. I hand you a rnlume. I wish 

you would explain to the rommittee 
what it i•. I now direct your attention 
to the first page. 

A. \\·ell. this is an cxhihit of the 
receipts and disbursements of the one 
rent per acre reappraisal fund ohtained 
from the records of the General Land 
Office. 

Q. Is the statement shown hy that 
page a correct result of the work of 
auditing those books and accounts and 
fund vou have been asked about! 

A .• It is. 
:Mr. Freeman: We offer page 1 of 

this audit, the page identified by the 
witness. It is numbered 6 at the l1ot
tom. I offer in evidence page 6 of th .. 
Auditor's Report. 

)fr. Alh•n: Tiu• witness just testified 
that it was a corrP<"t audit of the ac
t·ount. 

Mr. Prict•: Let's see. Before that is 
introchH'l'tl. I would like to ask a few 
preliminar~· qiwstions as to whether the 
witness made it himself. 

Mr. Freeman: I think that is per
missible. Then• will he no objection 
to it. 

( B,v Mr. Price) : 
(.J. Mr. Whitw,•11, on this page 6, 

who did this writing, who put those 
words and figures down on this page! 

A. That i• a typewritten copy of 
our original working paper, prepared 
in our office at San Antonio. 

(.J. Well. my question is what per
""n wrot1• these words and figures on 
paJ?e (l? 

A. The strnogrnpher in our San An
tonio oftkt~. 

(.J. Were you present when she made 
tl1Pm! 

A. Xo. I 1·:m't sav that I was. 
Q. \\'ell. do you know where she got 

those words and figures! 
A. I do. 
Q. 'Wen• you thrrr when she got 

tlu•m ! 
A. No. I w11• not. 
Q. Your i<lr11 i• that she followed 

nm r work ~hPPt ~ 
· A. Th11t is my idea, yes. 

Q. No" who prepared the work 
sheets! 

A. I did. 
Q. No om• else! 
A. '.\ot on thnt, no. 
Q. Well. did anyone else help you 

in makin!( that audit! 
A. Yrs. there were four other men 

on the audit besides myself. 
Q. On the audit. the report of 

which is covered bv this volume! 
A. That small v

0

olume I believe only 
covers one certain fnnd. 

Q. \Yell, did you do all the work 
of auditing with reference to that one 
rent per ncrc fund! 

A. Xo. I did not. 
Q. Then personally you don't know 

shout the nccurarv, that is, to your 
own personal kno\vledge, of all that is 
stated in this report on the one cent 
per acre fund, do yon! 

A. Xot having done all the work 
perso1~ally. I couldn't say, no. 

Q. You cannot state here on your 
oath that thlis reflects correctly the 
words and figures contained in the orig
inal sourres, namely, thP ten volumes; 
i" that true. of your own knowledge! 

A. Well. of my own personal knowl
Pdge, I will have to say no. 

Q. For this reaAon, that there were 
""'·era! others working with you, who 
are not present! 

A. That is it, exactly. 
Q. Now, page 6, what is it in

tended or designed to show or to in-
dicate! . 

A. That is made to show sources 
from which monev was received, the 
amount that was· received and placed 
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t.o the CTedit of this fund and the dis· 
position made of those moneys. 

Q. Now this page 6, what it indi· 
cates is merely what would be the fig· 
ures and words found over there in the 
original sources from which you gleaned 
this information f 

A. That is correct. 
Q. In other words, this does not 

show the facts, that is, as to the ac
tual facts of receipt and disbursement, 
but only shows, or is designed to show 
a summary or synopsis of records you 
and your assistants found or worked 
withi 

A. That is correct. 
Q. That is all you can say here 

now that this does show, is a summary 
of mere records? 

A. That is right. 
(By Mr. Freeman): 
Q. Under whose direction was this 

audit made? 
A. I was in charge of the work. 
Q. Is there a usual and customary 

method of making audits by more than 
one auditor, under the direction of one 
of them, so that the one in charge may 
be able to know the aceuracy of the 
audit? 

A. There is. 
Q. That is a practice that is known 

to and followed by auditors and ac
countants? 

A. It is. 
Q. Was that method which you have 

explained, by which the auditor in 
.charge of the work may -know the ac
curacy of results where the audit is 
made under the direction of himself, 
assisted by others, pursued in making 
this audit? 

A. It was. 
Q. Does this page, to your knowl

edge then, as an auditor in charge of 
the work, ·reflect the truth of the mat
ters stated? 

A. It does. 
Mr. Smith: The witness answered 

that he didn't know of his own per
sonal knowledge. 

Q. Taking into consideration all the 
facts known to you about the making 
of this audit and the results shown 
on this page, can you state that this 
page is correct and reflects correct re
sults? 

A. I can. 
Mr. Freeman: 'Ve offer the page. 

There is an objection pending. 
Judge Sinks: What is the objection? 
Mr. Price: We are not objecting to 

the introduction of that instrument. 
We wanted only to explain that it was 
not his personal knowledge. 

Mr. Freeman: I misunderstood. I 
read now, gentlemen, page 6 of a 
special examination-one cent expense 
fund, State of Texas-General Land 
Office-Austin, Texas, February 6, 
1929: 

RECEIPTS AND DISPOSITION. 

State of Texas-General Land Office-Austin, Texas, February 6, 1929. 

Receipts. 

6,868,291.83 acres reappraised at $.01. ............... $ 
Per exhibit of "Refund of Overpayments" ........... . 

Received from interest on time deposits: 
Security Trust Company, $15,000 00 at 6% for 22 

months, 8 days, 10-22-26 to 9-1-28 ................. . 
Texas Bank & Trust Company $5,000.00 at 4%, 7-23-25 

to 7-13-26 ...................................... . 
$15,000.00 at 4%, 10-15-25 to 10-22-26 .............. . 
$5,000.00 at 4%, 11-28-25 to 12-6-26 ................. . 
$5,000.00 at 4%, 12-6-26 to 12-2-27 ................. . 
$5,000.00 at 4%, 12-2-27 to 1-21-28. . ............. . 

Total receipts to aeeount for .. 

Disposition. 

68,682.92 
1,061.49 

1,670.00 

195.47 
600.00 
200.00 
200.00 
29.45 

Total bank deposits-Per bank statements examined ... $100,393.67 
Less: Transfers between banks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000.00 

$ 72,639.33 

60,393.67 

$ 12,245.66 
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DISPOSITIOX OF RECORDED DEPOSITS. 

Total receipts dl'posit<'d-shown above ... $ 60,393.G7 
Less: Cash on deposit-per bank state-

ment 8,07 4.11 

Total di1"hur~Pnwnts fron1 hank account. . .. $ 52,319.56 
Cancelled cheeks furni>lwd us liv l\Ir. Robi-

son-Per <'Xhiliit . . . . · ... $ 28,071.59 
Refund of overpavnwnt~ l,OtH.49 
Refunded r1111rl'\le«1 rJ1prk;; 2,860.97 

Total ca11<·l'llP1! •·lw<"ks 1 o ><up port payments. 31,994.05 

Checks writt<•n-l'naceountrd for 

TOTAL l'XACCOUNTED FOR. 

Reel'i pt:.: not dPpnPii ted 
Dishur~enwnt~ \\ ithout ~upporting tlata. 

....... $12,245.66 
20,325.51 

$ 32,571.17 
1\lr. Fn•eman: Counsel may c:ross-examine. 

Cross-Examination. A. I do not know. 

... $20,325.51 

(By S<•nator Price): Q. Now, you have stated here on 
Q. lllr. \\'hitwell, where did you work page 6 of your report that the funds 

as an 1H·countant before your employ· received by the Commissioner above the 
mrnt with Ernst & Ernst! amount received from the land owners, 

A. You mean immediately preceding plu~-'.~~erest on time deposits, amounted 
my employment with them'? 1 to $1-,h39.33. Is that correct! 

Q. Yes, sir. A. Yes, sir. 
A. The last plaee I worked, the. year Q. N~w, then, you have an item here 

i".'mediately pn•reding my employment o! "'Rerei~ts not deposited, $12,245.66." 
with them. was attending law school at ::\ow, do ) ou i_nean to state by that, or 
Cumberland UniYersitv. do your associates mean to state, that 

Q. Where di<\ you ;vork prior to that tha_t. money was not in ~act spent on 
time? legitimate expenses of this reappraise-

A. Prior to that time. I was engaged ~nent, or does that ~ave any such mean
in the automobile business in Oklahoma. rng as that, Mr. \Vlutwell? 

Q. And prior to that time, where A. It h":s no _such meaning as that 
did you work? at all. It iust sm1ply means that that 

A. I was engaged in the prartire of much. of ~he m_oneys _received was not 
accounting in the <"ity of Ponca City, deposit eel rn this special account. 
Oklahoma. Q. And so far as you and your asso-

Q. \Vere vou horn in Oklahoma? ciates, and Ernst & Ernst, are concerned, 
A. I was' horn in Missouri. · the $12,24.'i.66 could haYe been collected 
Q. l\Ir. \\'hit well did anv ritiz<•us of directly from the bank upon presentation 

\Vest Texas who put up thi~ n'appraise· of checks and expended for legitimate 
ment fund emplov vou or ask you to appraisal expenses, couldn't it? 
make this audit?' · Judge Freeman: We object to that 

A. Thev did not. question. because it calls for the conclu-
Q. \\'ei'I who asked von to make it? sion and opinion of the witness as to 
A. I w~s instrul'tt•<i to make the what legitimate expenses are. 

RIHlit by the otlkc managt'r of our !';an Senator Price: If the Court please, 
Antonio husine•s. who was employed I am just a little surprised at that sug
and made a <"<>ntract with the members gestion. It is always well known that 
of ~he LPgislat iYe Connnittep appointed an auditor is a professional man, who 
to rnvestigate the Land Office. goes in and epitomizes or summarizes 

Q. What are tlw names of the men or makes a synopsis merely of the fig
who workP<l with you. Mr. \\'hitwell, in ures before his eyes, and from that no 
making it? impression should go forth that there 

A. There was Mr. Tribuco, Mr. was an actual shortage or something 
Dooley. Mr. Ros!'ilc, Mr. Greenwood. wrong. I want to make that clear in 

Q. Wliere are they now? this case, that his conclusions be lim-
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ited to the material that he had in his 
hands, and that it is not a statement 
as showing shortage or wrong-doing. We 
submit that on cross-examination that 
that is a legitimate and customary in
quiry, :field of inquiry, and proper in a 
proceeding of this kind. 

Judge Freeman: For the general 
purpose stated by counsel, no objection 
was made. He asked this witness to 
draw a conclusion about the legality or 
illegality, or correct or incorrect, dis
position of the funds. That we object 
to as a conclusion of the witness, con
clusion of law, and a conclusion which 
the House itself only can pass upon. 

Judge Sinks: The way you propose 
to ask the question, I think it is prob
ably objectionable. 

Senator Price: Well, I will leave off 
the word "legitimate." 

Judge Sinks: Yes, sir; his objection 
is to the way you finally put it. 

Q. 'l'o state it in another way, Mr. 
Whitwell, from this page 6, as I under
stand it, you merely mean to say that 
the records didn't show that $12,245'.66 
of this amount ·had been deposited in a 
bank? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. .And that is the full extent of 

your statement? 
A. Yes, sir; the full extent of my 

knowledge. 
Q. The full extent of your kn owl· 

edge? As to whether that money was 
collected and spent by the Commissioner 
for expenses in appraisal, you know 
nothing? 

A. I do not. 
Q. Yes. Now, then, you state here, 

under the heading "Disposition of re
corded deposits. Total disbursements 
from bank account," that there were 
"Canceled checks furnished us by Mr. 
Robison-per exhibit, $28,071.59." That 
is correct, isn't it? 

A. It is. 
Q. Look at the book, so you will 

see--$28,071.59. 
A. (Looking at book.) That is right. 
Q. Now, at the time that you and 

your associates went over there and 
looked for those checks, how much time 
had elapsed since the writing of the 
first of those checks on this fund? 

A. Well, apparently, as I remember 
the bank's statement, the :first checks 
were written in 1925, some time. This 
was 1929--possibly three and a half or 
four years. 

Q. Had elapsed? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you or your associates meet 

with any difficulty; or did the Land 

Commissioner co-operate with you and 
hand you over whatever records there 
were or checks, that were in his office? 

A. He gave us all the co-operation 
we could ask for, and gave us all rec
ords which he had in his possession. 

Q. Was there any tendency on his 
part or on the part of any clerk or 
employe of the Land Commissioner's 
office to hide or secrete any record per
taining to this fund, that you could 
detect? 

A. As far as I could see, there was 
not. 

Q. Now, you have an item here, 
"Total canceled checks to support pay
ments." You· mean to say by that that 
that amount of canceled checks you and 
your associates got possession ov-er there 
in the Land Commissioner's office? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You do not mean to say, as I 

understand, that there were not checks
tha t is, other checks, which were issued 
which were not available, nor does this 
report mean such a thing 1 

.A. That this statement means that 
that amount is the total amount of all 
the canceled checks turned over to us 
by the Com.missioner when he gave us 
his bank statements and canceled checks 
on this fund account. 

Q. Yes, sir. Do you recall, Mr. 
\Vhitwell, that you were a witness be
fore the Invest

0

igating Committee &'\)· 
pointed by this House to investigate the 
Land Commissioner's office? 

A. I was. 
Q. Do you recall this question being 

asked you by Mr. Smith-Mr. E. F. 
Smith, who, at that time, and who, at 
this time, represents the respondent, Mr. 
Robison-I will read it to you: 

"Question by Mr". Smith: Pardon 
me, I am not very good at mathematics 
-you are' an expert, and I am very 
much of an amateur. But if this 
$6783.70 is never presented, and the 
$2098.14 is never presented for payment, 
would the balance still due be $465.06, 
or would the amount be short $34,343.67, 
the figure we reached a moment ago?" 

Your answer to that was this: 
"A. Without calculating, I think the 

account would show a small balance, if 
those two items are never presented for 
payment." 

"Q. That is the point I was trying 
to get clear." 

Now, refreshing your memory, now, I 
will ask you to explain to the House 
what you meant by that statement, if, 
you will put it in common terms, good, 
ordinary terms, so they can under
•tand it? 
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A. As I recall that question of Mr. 
Smith, he was referring to some two 
thousand and some odd dollars in re
fund checks which had been mailed out 
by the Commissioner and which were 
still out, or had not been presented to 
the banks for payment, or had not Ileen 
returned to him. In addition to that 
amount, he referred us to sixty-seven 
hundred and som<' odd dollars of refund 
checks whid1 had been mailed out to 
land ownerR, endor,;ed bv them, returned 
to hi1n, and were in l;is possession in 
his otfa•e. His question is, that ir those 
two items of dweks total something in 
the neighborlwod of $8i00.00, I believe, 
were nenr presented to the bank for 
payment, would there be a balance in 
the bank then. As I recall, the bank 
account showed a balance at the date of 
our audit of slightly more than $8000.00. 
Naturally, as a matter of calculation, 
the amotint of checks mentioned, if they 
were never presented. would be a small 
balance in the bank at that moment. 

Q. Now, Mr. Whitwell, just this one 
question, in order to make it plain to 
these members here: That, although 
you and your associates have gone over 
there and looked o\"er these records, and 
you have shown here. not necessarily 
a shortage, but an absence of records, 
isn't it true, that so far as you know 
now, from your investigation, you cannot 
say here to this body of men. as an 
auditor that anv of these funds were 
misapp~opriated ·or misapplied by the 
Land Commissioner1 

Judge Freeman: Well, just a min
ut<', if Your Honor pleas,._ \Ve object 
to that as calling for the conclusion 
and opinion of the witness. 

Senator Price: He is an expert. 
Judge Freeman: Second, it calls for 

an opinion of law, it is the specific 
question the House must pass on, and 
is an improper question. 

Mr. Allen: To elaborate just a little 
further on that, if the Chair please-
we placed the auditor on, and through 
our examination and through that of 
opposing counsel he ha~ testified _to the 
conditions that he found relative to 
this one cent per a<"re fund in the Land 
Comn1issioner's offire. ~ow, the result 
of hi8 audit and investigation shows a 
shortage, as far as these rerords show 
that were submitted to him. on account 
of monevs-or 1noneys unaccounted for. 
some thlrtv-two thotisand some odd dol
lars. Now, counsel is asking him 
whether he knows if that money was 
misappropriate<\ or what became of it. 
That is the Hr,V question that this com
mi""tee is going to pass on~ and of 

<'ourse, the auditor couldn't know any
thing about that, he doesn't know any
thing about it, but it is asking him 
relative to a direct issue that has to be 
llel'ided and determined by thi• commit
tee. And we object to that, 

l'c>nator Price: If the l'ourt please
.Mr. Allen: We have introduced a 

good deal of other proof, we spent a 
\\'hole day showing what went with 
these moneys, and in that proof we have 
offered, and part of the testimony that 
we introduced came from the defendant 
relative to his disposition of this fund; 
and I believe that, with this audit, it 
be<!omes the duty of this committee to 
determine whether or not there was a 
misappropriation and misuse of these 
funds, and he ought not to undertake 
to have the auditor-who, of course, 
knows nothing about that-to testify as 
to the very issue or the determination 
of the issue that the Committee them
selves have to determine. 

Senator Price: If the Court please, 
just this statement and I have finished: 
Here is an expert in his field, from the 
firm of Ernst & Ernst, an employe of 
the Investigating Committee. I can see 
that it is as pertinent and as admissible 
for an expert in the field of accountancy 
to testify not only to a conclusion of 
facts and to a conclusion as it is for a 
doctor on the stand_ in any case. But 
this is a witness of proponents; if they 
are afraid of the answer he is going to 
make, and object to it, we withdraw it. 

l\ir. Allen: Well, if it is withdrawn, 
that is all right. 

Senator Price: Yes, we withdraw it. 
\Ye don't want to hear it. He is your 
witness. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Whitwell. 

He-direct Examination. 

(By Judge Freeman): 
Q. Did the Commissioner or his 

office here, for the purpose of your 
audit, or for any other purpose, exhibit 
to you an account of the one per cent 
per acre fund 1 

A. No, they did not. The Commis
sioner specifically stated to me that he 
had no records of that fund. 

Q. Could you ascertain from any 
hooks furnished you upon your request, 
or from the Commissioner, the items of 
the account of receipts and disburse
ments of this one per cent per acre 
fund! 

A. There were no receipts whatever 
available, particularly of receipts and 
disbursements of this money. My in
formation as to receipts-the amounts 
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.of money received_..:.wae picked up from 
other sources that did not have any di
rect connection with the records of the 
fund, and we specifically stated in our 
report that we were unable to give an 
.accurate accounting of the disburse· 
ments of that fund, because there were 
.no a,va.ilable records. 

Q. That is all. 
Recross Examination. 

(By Senator Price): 
Q. Now, Mr. Whitwell, you ma.de the 

statement .that there were no books a.t 
.all showing the receipts or disburse· 
ments-to be more accurate, you stated 
there were scarcely any records a.t a.II. 
Now, think a.bout that-is that true, or 
is that accurate, I mean T 

A. Natura.Hy, if there were no rec· 
ords of a.ny kind on a.ny phase of that 
work, we would not have been able to 
make an audit, as there must be some 
kind of place or record from which to 
get our information. 

Q. YesT 
A. Now, the books, referred to a.a 

having been examined, were the reva.lua· 
tion books, pertaining to the Commis· 
sioner's. action in reappraising these 
lands. They had no connection with the 
receipts and disbursements of expenses 
.as received for that purpose. 

Q. Now, this question: Do you know, 
Mr. Whitwell, as an auditor, that there 
are volumes over there which contain 
a list of every tract of land which was 
reappraised, or on which an application 
for reappraisement was pending, and 
that there are in that office these rec
ords which show in each tract the 
amount of money collected from the 
land owner to pay for the expense of 
reappraisement or one cent per acre T 

A. Those are the very books about 
which I am speaking. They are there, 
~es. 

Q. Well, how did you arrive at this 
$68,000.00T 

A. By making a schedule of the total 
llumber of acr1111 acted upon and multi· 
plying that by one cent per acre. 

Q. Well, wasn't the number of acres 
down there in the books T 

A. It was. 
Q. And wasn't the rate of one cent 

well known! 
A. It was. 
Q. All right. Then you deduced, or 

you gathered from that information on 
the books, what the total receipts were, 
didn't yont 

A. That is correct. · 
Q, I believe that is all. (After a 

-ll!.IQ.t.j Now, Mr. Whitwell, I want 

to ask you if it is not true that there 
were in the office of the Land Commis
sioner at the time you. made this audit 
all the applications for reappraisement 
on the several tracts of land affected by 
that Act, and isn't it true that on each 
one of these applications the Land Com
missioner, or some of his clerks, has in 
pencil, · or "in pen and ink, noted the 
exact a.mount of money sent in by the 
land owner? 

A. I wilt state that the volumes 
containing the revaluation of this land 
do contain a great many applications 
for rea.ppraieement, with a. report, some 
of them, showing the amount of money 
received from those particular land 
owners, and the date it was received in 
the Land Office. In a good many other 
cases there were no such schedules at
tached to the record. 

Q. But there were applications bear
ing that notation-that is, records in 
that office! 

A. In those cases where the appli
cation and amounts of money received 
were not in the books, the sheets were 
marked in pen or pencil with the nota
tion "Paid," but the amount or date of 
the receipt of the money wa.s not stated. 

Q. Well, if it were marked pald on 
that record by the Land Commissioner, 
the number of acres being known and 
of record, and the rate of appraisal ex
pense being known, it would be merely 
a matter of arithmetic to ascertain the 
amount that had been paid in, 
wouldn't it T 

A. That is exactly the way we ascer
tained it. 

Q. Yes, and that was from the rec
ords? 

A. Yee, sir. 
Q. To be specific, a man owns 640 

acree--a section; he writes in an ap
plication for reappraisement, and the 
reappraisement fee is marked ''Paid," 
wouldn't you know exactly what that 
mea.ntT 

A. I would. 
Q. How much would it mean T 
A. It would be $6.40. 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. And I will state this, in defer

ence to the Land Office, that a number 
of these applications for reappraise
ment, that the moneys received were 
not attached to those applications; we 
1vere informed that they were strewn 
~mong the files in the office, and could 
not be located without considerable 
difficulty; and we so stated that in our 
report. 

Q. Thank you very much. 
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Re-direct Examination. 

By Mr. Freeman: 
Q. You ha\·t been interrogated about 

some men10randa on_"l' tlwre ~liowinu 

receipts. Did you find any books o'i 
account showing the dislinnR'Inent of 
the one cent per acre fund? 

A. There were none that I cuuld 
find. 

Q. There was an amount of over 
$i2,000.00 shown to be collected-sixty
eight or 8-f'\'C'Hty-two thon~an<l, with ab
solutely no n·cor<l of what became 
of it? 

A. That is correct, with the exrt•p
tion of thl' cancelled checks that were 
turrn.•d on'r to us. 

Q. Ami that has been explaint•d in 
your report1 
• A. Y cs, sir. 

q. A member of the House suggests 
that there lias been some <liscus:-.ion 
about a $li.000.00 vollcction on the n·
appraiscrnt•nt. That was the act prior 
to the Act of Hl2."i. The Aet of Hll3 
had nothing to do with the 1925 Re
appraist•ment • .\ct, did it? 

A. So far as I rernemb<'r, tliere wa>' 
no collection for any amount such as 
that. 

Q. There was a $17,000.00 item 
sho~vn in some of your reports for col
lerhons on appraisement, was there 
not? 

A. <lon 't recall anv item of that 
amount having been p~id in on that 
fund. 

Q. One thing I desire to <Yet clear 
is that no $17.000.00 item of c~llections 
related to the reappraisement acts of 
1925 and 19261 

A. I would say no. 
Q. Did you audit the account for re

appraisement under the 1913 act 1 
A. We audited only the land acted 

upon, prepared a schedule of the old 
price and the reappraisement price aud 
certain other details. We did not audit 
the expense fund under the 1913 act. 

Q. To make the question suggested 
?Y the gentleman perfectly clear, there 
1s no $17,000.00 item that in any way 
relates to or has anything to do with 
this talmlation on page G. (Indicating 
auditor's report book.) 

A. There is not. 
Q. That is all. Thank you. 
(Witness excused.) 
The Speaker: Does counsel know 

whether or not they will need this wit
ness any more 1 

Mr. Allen: We are willing to let him 
r~turn, _with the understanding that if 
either side wants him, we will have him 

return . on call. I don't think we will 
need him, 11;nd we are perfectly willing 
to excuse him on that. understanding. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the Committee: That 
concludes the testimony that will be 
offered on behalf of the proponents for 
the ~ouse, :elating t? the management, 
atlmtm,;trnhon-relatmg to the one per 
cent per acre fund matter. And we will 
now _enter into ot~r second proposition, 
and mtroduce ~eshmony with regard to 
our second suhject matter, which is the 
alleged acceptance of the Laud Commis
sioner of gifts and gratuities in the na
tur~ of lands ant! moneys, etc. 

l\ ow, I want to he sure, in order that 
the members will follow this matter in 
due order, that you understand that we 
an• through with our testimonv on the 
mw cPnt per al're snl1jert maitcr, and 
~hat WP a1-c• now prepari; g to enter 
mto tlu• ~nhjl'rt of gifts and gratnit ie~ 
received. 
. ~enntnr, turn. please, sir, to page 781 
m my volume---it is 7-m-15 in yours. 

(Ju~lge Freeman thereupon read the 
followmg from the testimony of Mr. 
Robison. in the stenographic report of the 
proceedmgs of the lnvestigatino- Com· 
mittee) : 

0 

"Question by Mr. Smith: Now Mr. 
Robison, the auditors' report that has 
been introduced here shows some six 
thousand odd dollars-

Senator Price: Judge, pardon me, 
hut you have already introduced that 
part of it marked here. 

Mr. Allen: Well, my dear friend, 
you must be mistaken, and let me tell 
you why, let me look back-

Sena tor Price: I know I am not mis
taken. I have that part out and have 
it marked. 

Mr. Allen: I see we introduced that 
on the other subject, too, because it 
bears on both. Now, we draw the atten
tion of the Committee, without re-read· 
ing it, then, to that testimony in con· 
nection with the subject of gifts and 
gratuities; and it is short. and we would 
ask leave to read that now and offer it 
in connection with this subject. 

The Speaker: All right. 
Mr. Allen: It is very brief. 
The Speaker: You offer that, now, 

on both subjects? 
Mr. Allen: Yes, on both subjects. 
(.Judge Freeman thereupon resumed 

reading from the record as follows, 
to-wit): 

"Q. Now, Mr. Robison, the auditors' 
report that has been introduced here 
shows some six thousand-odd dollars in 
received checks that were endorsed and 
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sent back to you by these land owners. 
It shows two thousand and some odd 
dollars that you issued checks for last 
September which ha,·c never been pre
sented for payment, and the fund in the 
bank has not been called on to pay 
them, making a total of over eight 
thousand dollars, as I recall it. This 
fund, according to the testimony of 
other witnesses, was given to yuu from 
not 11 few individuals, but from a large 
part of the citizens of \Yest Texas, gh·~n 
to you 11s a public official. Xow, what 
are you going to do with that muney
do you kuow what you nre going to do 
with it?" 

(Mr. Allen read the answer of the 
witness us follows, to-wit) : 

"A. Sure. 
"Q. VVlrnt are you going to do with 

that money which they han given you? 
·"A. Use it as I would unv other 

funds I ha ,.e." · 
Judge Freeman: That is nil. 
Mr. Allen: )Ir. Ch,lirman. we wonl•I 

like to have the Sergeant-at-Arms notify 
the .Attorney General, Governor Jlloody 
and Mr. Trueheart that we will need 
them just as we get through introduc
ing this record here, and secure their 
attendance. 

The Speaker: Mr. Sergeant-at-Arms. 
will you notify the Attorney General. 
Governor Moodv 11nd Mr. Trueheart, of 
the .Attorney General's office. that we 
need them! Will you need them this 
morning? 

Mr. Allen: It depends on how long 
you will hold, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Allen: Now, we will turn to 
page 777 of this record-777. whid1 is 
8-b-16 of yours, Senator. we will re11d 
that in a little while; I don't think it 
will be over fifteen or twenty minutes 
on them. 

(Judge Freeman thereupon rc11d the 
following questions from the steno
graphic Teport of the proceedings of the 
Investigating Committee, and l\fr. Allen 
read the following answers to suc-h 
questions): 

Judge Freem11n: Cross·ex11mination 
Mr. Petsch-

Senator Price: Who is on the wit
ness stand, what testimony T 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Robison is on the 
witness stand; that is the statement 
made by Mr. Robison that we are intro
ducing. 

"Q. You say that is all, those 11re all 
the gifts you received-that $2250.00 T 

"A. No; others have heen testified 
to here hy the parties. 

"Q. I understand, hut will you now 

tell this Committee every gift that you 
can recall having received from land 
owners living in West Texas, l11nd own
ers living in other portions of the State, 
that have been dealing with your office t 

"A. We-II, the way you limit the 
question, I don't know that I can girn 
it all. 

"Q. I don't expect you to reral1 all 
of (hem, but just 11s many as you can, 
llfr. ·Robison. 

"A. Bec-11use those that testified here 
the other <l11y related some of them, and 
then there were some--two that I rec111! 
-th11t. so far as I know, ha,·e had no 
land de111ings with the Land Office. 

"Q. Just give the names 11nd the 
amounts. 

"A. Personally, I have no objection 
to giving the names. but I don't know 
wh11t thev would think about it. If 
the Committee insists on gi\·ing them, 
the principal two I will name. One of 
them is dead. If the other has Imel anv 
dealings with the L11nd Office in twenty
fivc venrs. I don't know whnt it was 
11boui. 

"l\fr. Petsch: I think it would please 
the Committee to know who contributed 
to l\f r. Robison 11nd were making gifts 
from time to time. It is 11 proper m11t
ter of inquiry-I t hiuk it is 11 proper 
question nnd n proper request, to l\Ir. 
Robison to 11sk him to st11te the names 
and amounts receh·ed, 11nd when he 
reeeh·ed them. as best he c11n reeollect. 

"Chairman Minor: The eommittee is 
not objecting to your asking him the 
question. 

"Mr. Rohison: '"h11t is that T 
"Chairman llrinor: I was replying 

to Mr. Petsch th11t. the committee 
wasn't ohjeding to nsking the ques· 
tion. 

"l\Ir. HoLison: W11h·iog the matter 
of objections of t be people, I re('!lll one, 
~Ir. ,J. A. Matthews; I believe he lives 
in Throckmorton; he g11vc me a check 
for $100.00; when it was, I don't re
call; and so far as I know, Mr. Mat
thews )1as hnd no business dealings with 
the Land Office in twenty-five years or 
more. Mr. Lee Bivins, formerly Mayor 
of .Amarillo, sent me 11 check for $100,00. 
Just wl1en that was, I don't recall; and 
if Mr. Bivins has had any land matters 
through the Land Office in twenty years. 
I don't rec111l it, unless possibly he might 
haw lieen the l1igbe•t hidder on some 
recovered Capitol Syndicate lands in 
probably Hartley county when they 
were ad\•ertised for S!lle to the highest 
bidder. Whether any of them were 
awarded to Mr. Bivins. I don't recall; 
the records of the Land Office will show 
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-they were to the highest bidder. But irom himself and $250.00 from another 
I have talked, in meeting with those person. 
men, both-no, I haven't seen l\lr. Mat- "Q. Yes, sir; but be said be sent 
thews since then. 1 saw 1'.lr. Bhins you one draft. 
onre after that, while he was Mayor of "A. 1 made no record, so far as I 
Amnrillo, and hefore he died. I railed know. 
at liis office one day, and in a brief ron· "Q. What bank did you deposit 
versation exprf'ssr1l tn hhn my np- it in? 
predation for the matter. and he re· "A. I don't know whether I depos
marked, 'Oh, well,' he says. 'what you ited it or not. I spent it for whatever 
have done for the peoplr of Texas merits it was needed for. He can tell you, 
something of the kin<\,' and that he was perhaps; I don't know. 
glad to do that, and if I needed any "Q. So far as your records go, there 
more he would do more. But that was is no way of telling whether you re
the end of his eontrilmlion. They espe- ceived this $500.00 before you revalued 
cially mentioned my efforts in hehalf of the land or afterward-you can't under
preservin" the rights of the owners of take to say Y 
the land '"and minerals under the Relin- "A. My recollection is I tevalued his 
qnishment Act. There was anothe_r party land, went over his land partially or 
in East Texas, a nephew, who wired me wholly while I was sick-spent perhaps 
$;i00.00. a night and until 4 :00 o'clock in the 

"Q. What is his name? morning going over it-at least, before 
"A. S_ I. Robison, Texarkana, Texas, l left Alpine; and a few days after that 

a lawyer over there, and former count,Y r lodged in the hotel at Del Rio. That 
judge; and if he has ever had any bns1- is a matter of memory. The money 
ness with the Land Office, I don't know that he gave me, according to my recol
it. He thought I was in need of some lection, was, if that is corroot, the 
money and gratuitously sent it to me. money he gave me, probably was in 
Other than other matters which ha,·e 1927, according to my best recollection. 
been testified to, I don't recall anything "Q. What time in 1927-the first 
else. part of the year or the latter part? 

"Mr. Petsch: Do vou recall 1·eceiving "A. According to my best recollec-
$:'\00.00 from Mr. J. ·D. Jackson! lion, the first half of the year; but that 

"A. Mr. Jackson testified to that is all memory with me. 
matter here_ )lr .. lark•on wired me "Q. Do you recall anybody else you 
while I was in the hnopital at San An- received any money from T 
tonio if I needed any money to let him "A. Not at this time, I don't recall." 
know. I never did let him know. 

"Q. Did you receive $500.00 before 
that time or after that time-before 
you were in the hospital! 

"A. Afterwards. 
"Q. It is a fact that you received 

the $[)00.00 from him before you re
talu~d his land! 

"A. No, sir. 
"Q You are sure of that! 
"A. I feel quite sure it was after 

that. 
"Q Have you any way of telling! 
"A, I am not sure, but I think that 

came after his land had been revalued. 
"Q. Have yon any way of deter

rniniu.g! 
"A. He might tell you. 
"Q. You didn't make any record of 

the d!Ltes on which you revalued Mr. 
Jackson's land! 

"A. Yes, the dates are in the Land 
·Office. 

"Q What did you do with the 
$500.00-deposit it in the bank when 
·received! 

"A. His $500.00 I think was $250.00 

Mr. Allen: That is the end of that. 
Now, I will offer on page 782, the next 
page, and go down to the second to the 
last question. 

Senator Price: What page on the 
left-hand number, Judge? 

Mr. Allen: Left-hand number, the 
page following the page we are on is 
8-b-21, beginning with the question, 
"Judge Halley." 

(Judge Freeman resumed the reading 
of the testimony of Mr. Robison from 
the stenographic report of the proceed
ings of the Investigating Committee, as 
follows, to-wit) : 

"Q. Judge Halley delivered you 
$2250.00 or $2500.00-do you recall 
which? 

"A. I don't know how much. He 
turned it over to Mr. Walker. 

"Q. It was between $2250.00 and 
$2500.00T 

"A. My recollection is it was 
$2200.00 or $2250.00, that is my recol
lection. 

"Q. You never saw the money, just 
got the release T 
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"A. That is all. 
"Q. That was a release of the debt 

ag!inst your ~arm out of town here? 
A. Yes, sir. 

· "Q. That was the total amount due 
on the farm at that time? 

"A. Yes, sir. 
"Q. After that release was presented 

to you, you didn't owe anything on the 
farm? 

"A. That is my recollection. 
"Q. About when was it that you re· 

ceived that release f 
"A. I have no recollection about 

that. 
"Q. Approximately! 
"A. I can't approximate that-I 

don't know whether it was 1928 or 1927. 
but it must have been one or the other. 

"Q. Mr. Robison, why haven't you 
ever filed that release for record! 

"A. Well, sir, I don't know whether 
it has been filed for record or not. 

"Q. Isn't it a fact that the records 
,show that you owe two mortgage debts, 
or two different lien debts,· on your 
farm? 

"A. I don't know. 
"Q. It is true, if the records show 

that, that all these debts have been 
paid, and you owe nothing on your 
farm? 

"A. Yes, sir. I happen to see on 
my desk the other day a deed to a 
cemetery lot in which I buried my baby 
in 1913, which has never been recorded. 
My private papers I am very careless 
about. 

"Q. You knew George West during 
your lifetime f 

"A. Y~s, sir; saw him twice in my 
lifetime. 

"Q. Were you ever associated with 
him in business, or anything like that? 

"A. None whatever. 
"Q. You just met him twice in your 

lifetime! _ 
"A. Just saw him twice, that's all. 
"Q. You were not close personal 

friends! 
"A. No, sir. 
"Q. Is it not a fact that on December 

24, 1925, he made you a present of 
eighty acres of land f 

"A. Yes, sir. I sold it for $2000.00, 
or $2500.00-2000.00, I believe. 

"Q. It is a fact that on the 24th of 
May, 1926, you conveyed that land to 
Jim Ferguson in consideration of 
$2000.00 cash f 

"A. I did.'' 

Mr. Allen: That ends that part. 
Now, the next is on page 789, beginning 
at the end of the first period on the top 

of the page--he bas answered a question 
there; that would be "G-9-2" of yours, 
Senator. Now, beginning after that first 
period, we introduce the statement that 
Mr. Robison made. I will just read 
that: "And I will say furthermore, I 
dare any man to offer me a good, new 
automobile of any make, in good faith. 
If he does, be will have to buy it, and 
furnish it, I will accept it. It cannot be 
too fine for me to ride in. It doesn't 
make any difference what his ethical, 
financial or moral status is, I am not 
afraid of myself, not afraid of being· 
over-reached in the work of the Land· 
Office." 

"Q. You would be willing to accept 
that kind of gift even from a man that 
is indebted to the State of Texas for 
funds that you ar.e administering in 
your capacity as Land Commissioner, 
wouldn't you f 

"A. I would accept it from any man 
on earth, regardless of his station, and 
then tell him, 'If you have any business 
with the Land Office and come here, you 
will get it if you are entitled to it; 
but if you are not entitled to it, you 
will not get it." 

Mr. Allen: That is the end of that. 
Now, as bearing, Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen of the House, as bearing on 
the subject of gifts and gratuities, w& 
again offer the letter that was proved 
up that was mailed out to parties here, 
suggesting that some other parties had 
mailed the checks back to him. We
again offer that letter as bearing on this 
subject. Now, with that exception, w& 
are through with the subject of gifts and 
gratuities, and we will now enter on 
the differences between the Land Com· 
missioner and the Attorney General's 
Department, and the Governor and 
Board of Regents on the other hand, in 
regard to leasing University mineral 
leases. 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: Judge Moses, 
Mr. Moses: We realize that the mat· 

ter of the conduct of the investigation 
and the making of the record are in 
the hands of two distinguished counsel, 
employed-and it has been stated a 
number of times by them that that is 
what they were employed for-to develop 
the facts in this case. 

We realize that we are powerless to 
require them to face the witnesses on 
the stand; but as a matter of fairness 
to the Land Commissioner, as a matter 
of justice to this House, we want to 
interpose our most solemn objection to 
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the meager testimony offered in chief 
with regard to gift• and gratuities. There 
nre lwre in Au:"tin now. in this Capitol 
now, three witnesses, men of standing 
and character, summoned by the attor· 
neys employed by this House to make a 
full-I ·say that is what they are em· 
ployed for-a full and fair inn>'tigation. 

. ludge Halley. the County Judge of 
Winkler County; Judge Hunter, of Abi· 
lene, the former County Judge of Cul· 
berson County; J. D. Jack:;on, Alpine, 
known hy reputation to all of you as 
one of the outstanding citizens of 
Brew,ter County and that •ection of 
the State. Thc~c gentlemen know that 
they had more to do with it than any
ho1l~·. arnl that they wen" n•sponsililt> for 
tlu•:.o:.p g-ift.:.: and gratuitie . ..,, nnd they 
know thP r-in .. ·nm~tanrl's u11der which 
the money was collected, the time when 
it was c~llected, and that k-timonv i>' 
materia 1 to this inquiry. If it 'was 
made. :\Ir. Chairman. bv men whose 
lands were re,·alued and. the donations 
made before that reYaluation was made, 
it would be Yery material, and the im· 
propriety of it-if there is an impro· 
priety-would be much greater than if 
it was collected and paid long after 
those a ppra i>'emcnts had been made. 
They ha ,.e been hroug ht here at the ex· 
pen~e of thr- ~tnte of Tex.a~ a~ witnes:-;es 
for·-I rail it the proponent of the>e 
charges that are in part embodied in 
the written and sworn charges of ~Ir. 
Woodruff, of Wise. I think, as a mat· 
ter of fairness, they should place their 
witnesses on the stand-and they know 
what they will testify, they know that 
their proof will show that the suggestion 
of gifts or gratuities did not come from 
J. T. Robison, but came from them and 
other citizens of \Ve>t Texas with whom 
they talked. Now, if they are attorneys 
for the House and not attorneys for the 
prosecution. we appeal to them, as a 
matter of fairness to Mr. Robison, as a 
matter of justice to you, to place these 
witnesses on the stand. I see they are 
here in this gallery, or I can get them 
here in ten minutes, in order that you 
gentlemen may have the benefit of their 
testimony under oath. I assert that 
they are credible citizens of Texas, they 
are men of high character-those facts 
will not be denied by the counsel for 
the House; and I appeal to those gentle· 
men, and I appeal to this committee 
that employed them, I appeal to you to 
use your own influence with vour coun
sel, in order that the cir~umstances 
under which these donations were made, 
may be inquired into, in order that you 

may be able to determine whether they 
were made for the purpose of influencing 
the discretion vested in J. T. Robison 
by the Acts of 1925 and 1926 in valu
ing this land. and in order to deter· 
mine the culpability of his acts. 

Mr. Allen: I believe I will speak 
through the microphone, :lllr. Chairman . 

l\lr. Chairman and Ladies and Gentle
men of the House-and if any of you 
don't hear what I say, kindly indicate 
it to me. 

We were employed or retained by this 
body on last l\londay, after having been 
called here, to act on behalf of the House 
in investigating and developing the facts 
with reference to these we have gone 
into. At that time, neither my asso· 
ciate nor myself had had any oppor
tunity to examine or read any part of 
the transcript of the testimony given 
before your Investigating Committee; 
and not knowing one word contained in 
either of tho•e volumes, as soon as you 
retained us. knowing that you probably 
wanted us to act expeditiously as well as 
effectively, we summoned every witness 
whose name we saw in the index who 
had testified with reference to gifts and 
gratuities; and after we had summoned 
.Judge Hunter, and, I belie,·e he said, 
the witnes. Jackfion, we read the testi
mony of this respondent before your In
vestigating Committee, and we found 
that from that record, according to the 
testimony of the respondent himself, 
that no issue existed in this world as 
to the fart that he had accepted gifts 
and gratuities. We have read and in
troduced in evidence here the excerpts 
from that testimony showing that. Hal
ley, one of his Western friends, with 
whom we have very little acquaintance, 
had raised $2250.00 and paid out the 
lien on his home, and had that lien pre· 
sented to him-and we get that fact 
from the testimony of l\lr. Robison him
self. Now, when we say that he re· 
ceived that gift-and that statement 
comes from him-counsel objects that 
we haven't offered somebody else by 
whom we could prove that fact. Whether 
my friend, Mr. Moses, is satisfied with 
the testimony of the respondent, Mr. 
Robison, as to having received that gift 
of $2250.00 in money from men Jiving 
mt in tlw \Vest, whether he is satis· 
fied with that or not, we are entirely 
satisfied with it, and we submit it to 
you as indisputable testimony with re· 
gard to the acceptance of that gift; 
and if he has any explanation to offer 
of the circumstances under which it was 
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received, and to show that there was no 
culpability involved, it is for them to 
exonerate him and not for us to exon
erate him. 

We also offered in evidence here from 
that record here, coming from him, his 
statement made befo1·e that Committee
his confession, if you please---tha t he 
had received the sum of $500.00, which 
consisted of two donations-one from 
Mr. Jackson and one from another man; 
that was sent to him and he says that 
he accepted it, and the record, according 
to his own testimony that we submitted 
here and read in evidence to you gen
tlemen. shows that at the time he re· 
ceived . that $500.00 in money, that he 
knew that he had i·ecently revalued land 
for Mr. Jackson and-I am not sure 
about the other party, but for Mr. Jack
son, according to his QWn testimony, and 
that within a short time after he reval
ued the lands out there and permitted 
Mr. Jackson to repurchase them, that he 
-received as a gift from Mr. Jackson and 
this other party the sum of $500.00 in 
cash, and that he accepted that money. 

Now, counsel objects because of our 
not calling Mr. Jackson and producing 
him on the stand and proving it by 
him. Well, if the respondent had not 
confessed and plead guilty to the ac
ceptance of that $500.00-he had only 
met Mr. Jackson twice, a few times, and 
he plead guilty to the acceptance of that 
$500.00 from a man that-

Mr. Moses: Now, Mr. Chairman, I 
am going to object to that language as 
being not only unfair, but unworthy of 
the counsel for the House of Represent
atives to make. This is not a criminal 
trial of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. My client did not plead 
guilty to anything, and I resent the im
putation on the part of the gentleman. 

The Speaker: Well, the expression, 
so far as pleading guilty is concerned, 
should not be used. 

Mr. Allen: All right, I withdraw 
that. But I want to say that the im
putation on my construction of the lan
guage cast by counsel I did not give 
the weight to that I otherwise might, 
because it comes from a very distin
guished lawyer, who is in the habit of 
defending his client from wrongdoing. 

Now, we will say that the written 
statement and confession against his 
own interests, that he did accept that 
money from parties with whom he had 
very little acquaintance and from-

Senator 'Price: Your statement about 
"Parties that he had very little ac-

quaintance with" is in error. That was 
Mr. West, down at San Antonio. 

Mr. Allen: We will have Mr. West, 
we will get to that question. Which 
transaction did you say Mr. West was 
connected with 1 

Senator Price: That was the eighty
acre traet of land. 

Mr. Allen: I might be a little con
fused about that. As you all know, I 
am not as familiar with this matter as 
you have had the opportunity of becom
ing in the last several weeks, and I 
might, in my hurry, become confused 
about the matters. But I am not con
fused about the facts, that we proved by 
the testimony of respondent that he re
ceived $500.00 in ca•h from a man whose 
land he revalued-and possibly the other 
party, too; I won't be certain about 
that; we will offer it in argument later. 
But when he makes the statement that 
he received that $500.00, we thought it 
would be a waste of your time and 
would he trifling with you to put fur
ther testimony on to show that he re
ceived that money. Now, if the gift 
was made at such time and under such 
circumstances as would exonerate the 
respondent from blame, and from wrong
doing, then that is a matter for him 
to show; because we rely upon the broad 
proposition of the provisions of the stat
utes of this State, which provides that 
the General Land Commissioner of this 
State shall not directly or indirectly ac
cept any remuneration from any per
son-from any person on earth-except 
the salary that he gets from this State, 
and that the Constitution so provides. 
Now, it must be accepted, that state
ment of the respondent, that he received 
the money-that $500.00-and that he 
received from those men whose lands he 
revalued, and we are entirely satisfied 
that he did, and we close our case as 
far as that proposition is concerned, 
upon his statement, reproduced from the 
stenographic report of the Investigating 
Committee, and we leave that for them 
to explain, if they care to. 

Now, with reference to the eighty 
acres of land that was a gift to the 
respondent,-his own testimony shows 
that he received a gift of eighty acres 
of land from a man whom he had 
never met, as counsel says, but just 
once or twice-that his own testimony 
shows that that gift was given to him 
on account of acts and services of his 
as Land Commissioner of this State, 
and, ac·cording to his testimony, he re
ceived that gift and he sold that land 
to James .E. Ferguson for $2000.00, ac-



168 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

cording to his own testimo:iv. ~ow 
then. that is a gift of a stihs'.a~tial 
nature, he states that he r<'ceived it. 
My "Episcopalian" friend. :Mr. !\loses, 
did not regard that testimony as ron· 
elusive-as I do. He thinks we ought 
to have more testimony showing that 
Mr. Robison got that eighty arres of 
land, although Mr. Hohison states un
der the solemn •anrtitv of his oath 
that the land was giv~n to him and 
that he had rerei\·ed it, and that he 
did "ell it to .James K Ferguson for 
$2000.00, or $22;i0.00. lmt he thought 
$2000.00. 

Now, then, there are other gifts tes
tified to here. so that w ht•n we rearhed 
the consideration of the tl•stimony, after 
having gone into these matters and 
after having summoned those men I 
t1ow speak of, and after having ex· 
aminecl the rerord and found that the 
n·spondrnt had stated that he had re
ceived those gifts, and that in addi
tion he had received several thousand 
in returned checks ns gifts from men 
he had reappraised property for, in con
sideration of offidal acts for services 
rendered them, we thought, when he 
bad stated that under oath hims<'lf, 
and told you whom he got gifts from, 
and the manner in which he received 
those cherks, we thought that that was 
ahsolutely ron<'hIRiw. we thought that 
that was entin•ly indisputable. we 
thought that even my wily friend 
would nHcr he alile to get hehind thos• 
expre8"ions to meet th<' testimony of 
the respondent in this ras<'; and so, 
dealing with you in good faith. anxious 
to develop the truth. we simply ac
cepted the •tatement mad" hv Mr Rohi
son, which we got in thi; trn•1seript 
of the evidence. and of whirh W<' knew 
naught-nothing in this world. And 
yet counsel romplains that we cli1l not 
put witnesses on therr to explain the 
gifts that we showed ought nenr to 
have been given and ougl1t never to 
have been arcepted. Here is the tes
timony, he have offered it; and explan
ation for the respondent is not for us 
to show; we have shown that the gifts 
were mad<', the gratuities accepteil; we 
have shown he got money, we have 
shown he got the eighty acres of land. 
Now, these gifts came from men with 
whom in most hstnnees he had official 
dealings. Then it is up to him, and 
not up to us, to show that his aecept
a!tce of these gifts did not subject 
him to blame nn<l did not amount to 
wrongdoing. Sn. undrr those circum
stances. to art fairly and justly and 
expeditiously, wr introdur<·d this tes-

timony and rested. And then what did 
my friend do? He did just what the 
criminal lawyer always does when the 
facts arc uncontradicted--eoming from 
the mouth of the respondent himself
and when he knew that there was n<> 
way in this world in which he could 
meet it or explain it. 

Mr. Moses: Now, we object to that 
again. That is a matter that might 
come very we 11 at the end of the case, 
l did not attempt to enter into any 
detail as to that, and as to whether 
it is right or wrong, it is up to this 
committee-

The Speaker: The exception is over
ruled. It oerurs to the Chair he is 
mrrely offsetting statements made by 
counsel. 

l\lr. Allen: When it occurred to my 
wiry, astute, intellectual friend-I 
think of a lot of Moses-when it oc
curred to him that he was confronted 
with statements and facts from the re
spondent which could never be ex
plained, could never be met, either by 
argument or by proof, he took occa
sion here to make the objection, know
ing. as a lawyer, that under the law 
and under the rules of cross·examina· 
tion we have the right to conduct this 
case as we deem fair and right and 
proper, he took occasion to try to ex
p la in to vou that these indisputable 
facts had ·not been established in the 
way they should be established. Now, 
that we are going to leave to your 
judgment, to your discretion, to your 
sense of l'ight and justice. 

l\lr. Moses: Just a few words, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Allen: Point of order, Mr. 
Chairman, and that is there is nothing 
hefore this committee--except me and 
my friend. Whatever be is asking you 
to do, he is rertainly not asking you 
to tell us how to conduct our case, 
and he is not asking to expunge that 
te•timony from this rerord. 

The Speaker: I think both speeches 
are out of order, as far as that is 
roneerned. 

Mr. Allen: I think so. 
The 8peaker: But I will give you 

just a few minutes, Mr. Moses. 
Mr. Moses: Yes, sir. If a burr

headed nigger, charged with bootleg
ging, were on trial, there is no county 
attorney or district attorney in Texas 
who doesn't know that you couldn't 
co'.lvict him ou his confession or his 
admissions. alone. Counsel says that 
this cannot be explained-he was kind 
enough to say that. Maybe we can't 
explain it-maybe we can't. But since 
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he has made that statement, I am not 
going to enter into discussion of what 
your verdict ought to be on that phase. 
of it, because that comes later. But I 
will say this to you: That with a fair 
and !full presentation of these facts 
from the men who were responsible for 
this money being raised and paid, it 
will show by their sworn .testimony-and 
not a witness on the face of this earth 
can be found who will testify under 
oath to the contrary-that no gift or 
gratuity had anything to do whatever 
in influencing the acts of the Land 
Commissioner in reappraising that par
ticular piece of land, or the land of 
any other dtizen in Texas under the 
act we have been discussing. Your 
procedure put it in the power of these 
gentlemen to suppress testimony on 
their part,-

Mr. Allen: May I ask you a ques
tion? 

Mr. Moses: I will be glad to an
swer it when I get through, Bob, if I 
can. 

Now, this is not a trial, this is an 
examination of witnesses and the de
velopment of facts to determine whether 
or not you will adopt articles of im
peachment. I believe-I know that 
there is not a motive in the brain or 
the mind of a single member of this 
House that would be contrary to what 
I am going to say now,-that is, you 
would rejoice if, after hearing all the 
facts from those who were parties to 
them, your vote could be conscientiously 
cast against the adoption of articles of 
impeachment, I do not believe there is 
any member of this House who has 
that malice in his heart. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, I object. 
Mr. Moses: If he will just let me 

finish this-
Mr. Allen: Well, I want to make 

objection. Counsel is not responding 
to the matter before this House now. 
he is arguing this case now, as though 
it had been concluded, he is talking 
about them, what they are going to do. 

The Speaker: I gave Judge Moses a 
few minutes to make a statement. And 
I think all this talk is out of order
that made by you and that made by 
him. 

Mr. Moses: May I suggest, then. 
Mr. Chairman and you gentlemen,-if 
it is not a wise suggestion, you will 
reject it-there is no controversy about 
this fact I have stated, because these 
witnesses have testified and they have 
read their testimony. I appeal to this 
committee that when you get back to 
the House of Representatives, you 

amend your rule and ·insist upon and 
require these gentlemen, upon a mat
ter as vital as this, to produce the liv
ing witnesses, who are here, because 
when their testimony has been heard, 
you may conclude-although the distin
guished counsel may not-that the mat
ter has been explained; and I am ap
pealing to you on that ground. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Gen
tlemen of the Committee-I just want 
to make one suggestion, now, in re
gard to that, and that is this: That 
when we are through with our testi
mony, if the gentlemen will be kind 
enough to offer the testimony from that 
record of all those men, we will make 
no objection to its going in, because 
we have no objection to it. 

Now, we are ready to proceed with 
the next witness. Will the committee 
take about a ten minutes' recess nowt 
We are pretty tired. 

The Speaker: The committee will 
be at ease. 

(The proceedings were thereupon sus
pended for a short recess.) 

The Speaker: I thought it was pos
sible to have General Pollard here this 
afternoon. The Governor has gone to 
San Antonio. It is now twenty min
utes to 6 o'clock. 

Mr. Sanders: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Nacogdoches. 
Mr. Sanders: I move that the Com

mittee rise and report progress and 
recess until tomorrow morning at 9: 30. 

The Speaker: The Chair is going to 
hold that you can do anything in the 
Committee of the Whole that you can 
do in the House of Representatives. 

The question was taken on the motion 
of Mr. Sanders, and the motioB pre
vailed. 

The Committee of the Whole met pur
suant to adjournment at 9 :30 o'clock 
a. m., Saturday, June 15, 1929, where
upon the following proceedings were 
had: 

The Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order, please. Who is your first 
witness? 

Mr. Freeman: General Pollard. 
Claude Pollard, a witness in behalf 

of the proponent, having been duly 
sworn by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Freeman): 
Q. General, you are the Attorney

General of Texas T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You· were Attorney General dur-
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ing last year and continuously up to 
the present time? 

A. I was. 
Q. Some time in December of l!l~~. 

did you have a discussion with olh<'r 
gentlemen relative to the postponement 
of sales of leases on UniHroit v lands? 

A. I did. . 
Q. Can you state the date, or ap· 

proximately the date, of lhe tH"<"Hr· 
rence? 

A. It was about the twentieth uf 
December. 

Q. \Yho were present and partit·i
pated in that ronversalinn? 

A. Goyernor }.!oodv, )Ir. Holiison. 
President Bc1wdict of the l'nivcrsitv, 
Jurlgr Jlntts, 1 think were all. • 

Q. I wo11ld thank yo11. General. lo 
state, in exact words. if Yon know, if 
not, gidng the sulJ::::;tanr~. what. was 
said on that occasion? 

A. I ran giYe onl)~ the snlistanel' of 
the ronnrsation. Presit!Pnt Benedict 
and one of the others, I haw forgolt<"n 
who it was, came to mv offiee earlv tha l 
n1onting anrl said th1..~y were going to 
have a conferenre with 1\lr. Rol1i~nn in 
the Governor's office relative to pt»l
poning the sale of the llnivcrsity lanrh. 
This was the first information I ha<I 
that any conferenee was on. \Yith liim 
I went to the Gonrnor's offir·e. The 
general trend of that rmn·ersntioi1 was, 
I understood, that a sale of the latuls 
be postponed. The conference laoted, I 
assume, an hour. The general desirt• 
seemed to be, on the part of the l111i
versity regents, that the sale of thP 
lands be not made at this time. Sonw 
of them were adwrtised for sale .Jan
uary 2, and some for a later datl'; anti 
the discussion arose as to whether or 
not the Commissioner lwd the author
ity to postpone the sale aftt'r hl' had 
made the advertisement. 

SeYeral de<"isions of thl" f'onrts WPl'l' 

examined, and ?\Ir. Rollison PX}1n~~~t·d a 
doubt as to whether or not he had thl' 
authority to postpone the sale. Thl' 
question was discussed hy enryhody 
present, especially the lawyers. Presi
dent Benedi«t took \'<'!'~' littl<> part in 
the discussion of thP legal q11Ps1 ion~ 
And at the cmwlnsion of the 1li~t·11:-.siou 
I expressed the opinion that I hat! at 
that timt', that the sale might be post
poned. l\Ir. Holiison said that if I would 
give him an opinion that the sale might 
be postponed that he would postpolll' it 
I told him I wo11ld write him a letter 
the next day. He said he didn't want 
a Jetkr; that he wanted a well-consid
ered opinion of the department, and he 
wanted to submit an inquiry in writ-

ing. I told him if he would I would 
answer it as promptly as I could. And 
thP discussion had substantially that 
for its gist and substance; and the con
ference dissohed with the understand
ing that Mr. Robison was to submit the 
inquiry in writing and was to have an 
opinion of the department as to his 
right to postpone the sale. 

Q. That is the substance of that C'Ol1· 

ference as you now recall it 1 
A. That is the substance of it. 

would not u1ulrrtakP to giYe what was 
said by auy 111n11 in the <"onference. 

Q. I am uot elear, GenL•ral, whether 
you haw stat,,d the date, or the approxi
mate, date of this ronferenee. 1 wish 
you woultl ~tate it again, if you have? 

A. I icPl sure it was lite twentieth 
dav of D<'<"l'tnl1or. lll'f'aus<· hi" letter sub
mitting thC' inquiry wa~ written on the 
twenty-first. 

Q. At that tillll'. or at any other 
time when vou had a C'onferenCe with 
theRe gL•11th•1;1e11. any of them. wa!-\ tlwre 
n discussion of the means of averting 
the things the regents objected to, and 
if so please state what the remedy dis
cussed was? 

A. I don't know that I understand 
your q11ostion. 

Q. There appears to have been some 
reasons on the morning the regents of 
the Uniwr,ity and others partil'ipaterl 
in the conferenoe for postponing the 
sales, in order that some result they 
had in mind might he aocomplished. 
That is what I direct your attention to, 
just what they wantcci them postponed 
for? 

A. That matter oame up-I have 
forgotten who hrought up the subject
but it was discussed, and "'·erybody in 
the conference understood that when the 
Legislature met a bill would be intro
duced to withdraw the Unh·ersity lands 
from the market; and the purpose of the 
postponement. as indicated by the gen
eral trend uf the conversation, was lo 
give the Legislature time to pass a law 
to withdraw the University lands from 
the market until a bill could be pre
pared under which the University might 
secure for its lands such bonuses and 
prices as individuals secured in making 
saies of similar classes of lands. 

Q. Have you at hand the letter the 
Department received on that suhject 
from l\Ir. Robison, the Land Commis
sioner? 

A. I haw not. A suhprena duces 
tecum was spned on Mr. Trueheart, for· 
merly an Assistant Attorney General, 
by this Committee a few days ago to 
bring all the correspondence, and iI 
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think when he was in the office he as
sembled all of that correspondence. My 

· recollection is that the original letter 
was turned over to a committee of the 
Regular Session, and it may he in the 
hands of that committee. If not. it can 
be found, or we can furnish a copy. I 
_am sure Mr. Robison might furuish a 
copy of that from his office. 

Q. In the proceeding before the leg
islative committee those letters, that is, 
Mr. Rohison's letter of inquiry and the 
departmental letter, were introduced in 
evidence and appear in that transcript? 

A. Either the original or a eopy of 
each. 

Mr. Freeman: vVe now inquire of 
counsel if we may substitute these 
copies for the originals at this time 1 

Mr. Price: If they are true copies. 
A. (continuing.) I have here a 

copy of the opinion that was giYen in 
reply to his letter. 

Mr. Freeman: 'fhen, l\lr. Chairman, 
we offer the copy of the Commissioner's 
inquiry shown in the transcript. If the 
gentlemen desire an opportunity to 
verify it, we shall be glad for them to 
do it. 

Mr. Price: If General Pollard says 
it is a true copy, it is all right. 

The Witness: I cannot say as to 
that, because I have not seen it. I can 
get the original when Mr. Trueheart re
turns to town. I am sure he has it. 

Mr. Price: That is a copy. Go 
ahead. 

Mr. Freeman: We will ask the Read
ing Clerk to read the letter, or the copy 
of the letter, shown in the transcript, 
at page with the notation G 3 17. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon read the 
copy of the letter from the transcript. 
as follows: 

December 21, 1928. 
Honorable Claude Pollard, Attorney 

General, Austin, Texas. 

Dear Sir: The Constitution provides 
that the University land "Shall be sold 
under such regulations, at such times 
and on such terms as may be provided 
by law." 

Under that provision, the Legislature 
enacted Chapter 31, Act March 10, 1925, 
page 225, authorizing the sale of the 
oil and gas in the University land to the 
highest bidder, etc. 

The provisions of that act applicable 
to this inquiry are as follows : 

Section I: "That all the University 
land now unsold * * * shall be 
subject to sale by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act and 

under such rules and regulations as may 
be adopted by said Commissioner as 
may be necessary to the proper execution 
of its purpose." 

Section 2: "Sales of oil and gas 
lea~es on the lands included herein shall 
be made by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office not less than once 
each month when there is land in de
mand, and at 10 o'clock A. M. on the 
day fixed therefor." 

Section 3: "The Commissioner shall 
advertise the land and the time when the 
mineral lease shall be subject to sale. 
If there should be no other sufficient 
means for giving the necessary publicity 
as to what tracts will be subject to 
lease and the time when applications 
may be delivered to the General Land 
Office, the Commissioner shall have lists 
of such tracts printed for free distribu
tion." • • * ·-Such list shall con
tain a brief designation of the tracts 
subject to lease and the terms upon 
which they may be leased and the time 
when applications therefor shall be 
op~.ned and filed in the General Land 
Office." 

Section 4: "When an ap-
plication shall have been filed and con
sidered and t.he land found subject to 
lease, the lease shall be issued for a 
term not to exceed five years to the ap
plicant that pays the most" for the area 
applied for. 

Some specific and many general re
quests have been made to this dep.irt
ment for the advertisement of land. 

Such requests have been deemed by 
me a sufficient demand. 

In tl10 case of Theisen v. Robison, 
which involved a construction of the 
above statute, the Supreme Court said: 

"As we interpret the Act, the Land 
Commissioner is mandatorily required 
to sell oil or gas in any University land 
upon receipt of a request to place same 
on sale. The Land Commissioner seems 
to have uniformlv administered the 
act, saying in his -answer," etc. 

8 Southwestern, Second Series, p. 652, 
top second column. 

In compliance with the foregoing I 
have followed every step required by the 
statute as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court. The land has been advertised for 
sale on certain dates through lists 
printed and distributed. These lists 
show some 103,000 acres advertised to 
come on the market January 2, 1929. 
They also show some 1,457 ,000 acres will 
come on the market on various days 
beginning January 16th and ending Jan
uary 31st. 
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It is believed by the Regents and 
others that the present economic con· 
ditions surrounding the production of 
crude oil are not condurive to the he<t 
interest of the Univrrsitv funds, henre 
they desire that sale. be withdrawn or 
postponed. 

The questions therefore arise as to 
the power of the J,and Commissioner to 
either withdraw from •ale the land ad· 
vertised for J an11ary 2nd, or to postpone 
that sale to a later date in said month. 

The legal q11e•tion involved is deemed 
to be this: 

When a constitution contains a spe· 
cial provi,ion on a •peeial subjeet and 
under that provi•ion the Lei:islature hn' 
enacted a statute mandatory upon a 
public officer requiring su'"11 officer to 
determine a fact and upon ouch deter
mination to proceed in a definite manner 
to the performance of a specific duty 
and that officer has done so. has such 
officer the powc·r to undo or rescind 
sueh action when such rescission is not 
either expressly or impliedly authorized 
by the statute. See Smission , .. State, 
71 Texas; Ketner v. Roi:an, 68 S. W., 
774; Tillman v. Earp, 547, as an aid 
to a lead in your investigation. 

I would thank you for your lei:al 
opinion to the two questions~ 

Yours very truly, 
J. T. ROBISO:'<. 

Commissioner. 

Q. General, the date of that letter 
just read is December 21, I !128. and 
was a departmental opinion in re•ponse 
to that letter of the Commissioner 1 

A. It was. 
Q. I would thank you to give the 

date of the opinion 
A. The date of the departmental 

opinion is December 28, 1928. I would 
like to make a little explanation at this 
point. 

Mr. Smith: Pardon me for inter· 
rupting. There was a prior opinion 
given \Jefore the one General Pollard re· 
ferred to. 

The Witness: That is the matter I 
wanted to explain at this time. 

Mr. Allen: \Ve haven't i:ot that opin
ion. It has nenr been furnished us. 

Q. I will ask you to proceed. 
A. The letter of the Commissioner is 

dated the twenty-first day of December. 
It reached the office on the twenty-sec· 
ond. When it reached the office Mr. 
Truel1eart, who has handled all ques· 
tions relating to public lands was out 
in West Texas on official business. I 
referred the letter to two other assist· 

ants in the office, asking them to begin to 
study the question~ submitted, as I had 
to leave town myself. I was in Hous· 
ton on the twenty-sixth day of Decem
ber, the day after Christmas. While 
there I received a message that one of 
my sisters had died in East Texas. and 
I went from Houston to East Texas to 
the funeral. While I was in Houston 
Mr. Trueheart called me over long dis
tance and told me the conclusion he had 
reached, which conformed to the opin· 
ion I had and the conclusion that had 
been reached by the other two assistants 
in the office. So I told him to go ahead 
and answer the inquiry from San An
tonio. My information is that he wrote 
a letter to Mr. Robison in San Antonio, 
givini: our opinion on the question in
volved, and that l\lr. Robison advised 
him that he didn't want a letter; that 
he wanted an official opinion of the de
partment. While I was at Carthage this 
was told me over long distance. I ad
dsed Mr. Tilley, who told me of it, to 
convert Mr. Trueheart's letter into an 
official opinion of the department, after 
he had read the letter to me over long 
distance telephone. I told him I agreed 
with the things Mr. Trueheart had writ· 
ten, and that it was my opinion of the 
law, and to convert the opinion into an 
official opinion of the department, and 
sign my name to it and deliver it to Mr. 
Robison. This was on the twenty-eighth 
day of December. In conformity with 
that, the final opinion of the department 
was written on the twenty-eighth day 
of December and delivered to Mr. Robi· 
son, which is the same opinion that was 
given him several days before through a 
letter or verbal discussion of the mat
ter by Mr. Trueheart with him. 

Q. Then the only communication to 
the Commissioner on the subject was, 
first, that is, the only communication 
relative to this particular letter, was, 
first, Mr. Trueheart's letter, which was 
afterwards converted into and adopted 
as a departmental opinion T 

A. I would not be positive that Mr. 
Trueheart wrote a letter, but if he 
didn't he discussed the matter with Mr. 
Robison verbally and expressed the same 
opinion that is contained in the official 
opinion of the department. 

Q. You haven't accessible to you 
either the original or a copy of the first 
Trueheart opinion 1 

A. I have not. I think Mr. Trueheart 
must have it in the papers he collected 
under the subpoena duces tecum. 

Mr. Freeman: Mr. Smith, have you 
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a copy of the original Trueheart letter 
<in the subject? 

Mr. Smith: We will see in ,inst a 
moment. 

Q. While that investigation is pro· 
-ceeding, General, I would thank you to 
explain what is the custbm and prac
tice with reference to departmental 
<ipinions? 

A. The custom is that where it is 
demanded, or the question submitted is 
·of such importance that we think it 
·ought to be done, to have a conference 
of all the assistants in the department 
and discuss freely any question that is 
.submitted for an opinion, and from that 
conference arrive at a final opinion of 
the department. Sometimes that opin
ion is not unanimous, but always a ma
jority of the assistants in the depart
ment. 

Q. In other words, that is a method 
adopted by the <Jepartment to express 
the mature, well considered and official 
conclusion of the department on any 
subject matter made the subject of a 
·departmental opinion 1 

A. It is. 
Mr. Freeman: We offer in evidence 

the origins.I letter written by Mr. True
heart, Assistant Attorney General, to 
Honorable J. T. Robison, Land Commis
-sioner, dated San Antonio, Texas, De· 
cember 26, 1928. I ask the Reading 
Clerk to read it. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon read 
the letter as follows: 

San Antoil.io, Texas, 
December 26th, 1928. 

Hon. J. T. Robison, 
Land Commissioner, 
Austin, Texas. 

Dear Sir: By your letter of the 21st 
inst. you request our legal opinion as 
to your power either to withdraw from 
sale oil and gas leases on 103,000 acres 
·of University land advertised for Jan
uary 2, 1929, or to postpone su~h sale 
till a later date in said month. 

You are respectfully advised that in 
<iur opinion, though you do not possess 
the power to withdraw or postpone such 
sales beyond some date in January, you 
bal'e the power to postpone said sales 
till a later date in said month. 

Your question is predicated upon the 
fact that you have received some specific 
and many general requests for adver
tisement of University mineral land 
which are deemed by you to be a suffi
cient demand within the terms of Sec· 
tion 2 of the University Mineral Leasing 
.Act of 1925, requiring sales "when there 

is land in demand." Since there is land 
in demand you are mandatorily required 
to sell, in compliance with the leaisla
tive prescription as to th·e times of° sale. 
Considerations of expediency could not 
give rise to an implication of power 
in you to thwart the legislative intent 
that sales must be made not less than 
once each month when there is land in 
demand. 

Your question is also predicated upon 
the fact that the Board of Regents of 
the Universisty believe that the present 
economic conditions surrounding the pro
duction of crude oil will not be co11-
ducive to the University's getting a fair 
value for oil and gas leases sold on 
January 2nd next. We assume also 
that there is reasonable prospect of im
provement in conditions during the 
course of the month of January. We are 
of the opinion that upon this basis a 
postponement of sales to some lat~r 
date in January is necessary to the 
proper execution of the purpose of the 
law and from such necessity is implied 
the power in you to postpone the sale. 

The main purpose of the University 
leasing Act of 1925 was doubtless to 
get the most from the oil and gas in 
the lands belonging to the University 
fund. It was a compliance by the Leg
islature with the constitutional direc
tion that the University lands should 
be sold and that the Legislature should 
make provision as to the regulations, 
times and terms of sale. In doing this 
it did not usurp the executive func
tion as to details with respect to reg
ulations, times and terms of such sales. 
Upon the contrary, it left the Land 
Commissioner largely untrammeled in 
the. proper effectuation of this duty. 
The terms provided in the law are sim· 
ply minimum terms, sale to be made 
to "the applicant that pays the most." 
The times provided are simply "not 
less than once each month when there 
is demand and at 10 o'clock on the 
date fixed therefor,'' and the Commis
sioner was expressly authorized to 
adopt such rules and regulations "as 
may be necessary to the proper execu· 
tion of its purpose,"-that is to say, 
the purpose of getting the most sub
stantial value for the University out 
of its lands. As said in Theisen vs. 
Robison, 8 S. W. (2nd) 652, with re· 
spect to this same act: 

"It was plainly competent for the 
act to empower the Commissioner to 
make such regulations as the act au
thorized in its mere administration in 
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order that the legislath·e will might 
he accomplished."" 

Cnder the deci,ion in the Theisen 
c•asP. the Land Connnissioner is manda
torily required to :-it•ll nil or ga:-; in any 
Fniversity larnl upon fl'('L•ipt of rrqnest 
to plaeP ~anw on sah•; )'l't lw is by 
the law giH•n a lli~L·retion witl1in the 
range of n month tn tix upon the par
ti(·ular <la.v for ~ale. Ha,·ing the power 
to fix tlw day, he certai11lY would have 
the powPr It; a ltt•r a !la~: fixe<l hdore 
it~ arri\ al. p..;JH'C'ia lly when a postpone
mPnt would ... l't'm to bf' ne1·e~snry to tlu• 
proper e\t•c·ntion of the law. "Any eX· 

pn•s:-.ion of Utt' powl"r of altrration in 
tlw tPrrns of thP law is utterly unn<'C· 
e"-:-:ary to it~ L•xistt•nrP, sin<'e su~h power 
is impli<'<l from the pnrpoR<' of the 
law. whid1 is always paramount to its 
dl'tailP1l Pxpr<'ssion. 

In our opinion, yon can withdraw 
your olfor to 8(•11 on .Tanuarv 2nd, 
through adn•rtist>ment of like kir:d oriµ:
inally made hy you; provided. liowever, 
von at the same time fix anothi·r nn<l 
;, later <late• during the month of .Jan
uary when thP oil and ga• leases on 
th<· 103,000 acres of l'niversity land 
in (luestion shall stand for salr. "Any 
otht•r view would defeat tlw eardinal 
ptll"pose of the framers of the Consti· 
tution (as well as the Legislature) 
to realiu• as great a fund a> possible 
from these lands, including their min· 
eral~-for the l1ni,·endty.'' Theist'n 
CUSP. 

Your~ verY tntlv. 
c. w. 1'mmirnART. 

Aesistant Attorney General. 

Mr. Frpeman: )lay inqnire of 
counsel if that is an l'Xaet copy of the 
departmental opini"n? 

~Ir. Smith: That is the original. as 
I underotand. 

l\Ir. Freeman: Yon nnderstan<l there 
is no diffprt•m·e lJl•tween that and the 
drpartment opinion finally gintn? 

Mr. Smith: As to that I <lo not 
know. 

The \Yitness: There ie jnst one l'\ause 
different, which is the Inst paragraph 
of the departmental opinion. 

Q. That ie in addition? 
A. ln addition to what has been 

read. 
Q. 1 would tha11k you to have the 

Rt»Hling Clerk read the added para· 
!?fll]lh. to tlw end that the Honse may 
lrn\'t' in fnll the d<>partmental opinion 
hefortl it. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon rend the 
additional parngrnph referred to, as 
follows: 

We take it that you are satisfied that 
there is 'sufficient and ample "demand," 
in the sense that suid word is used in 
the act, to require you to advertise 
said lands. 

.Mr. Freeman: \Ve offer in evidence 
the departmental opinion. It has been 
read, so thnt it is now fully hefore the 
House. \Ye don't ask that it be read 
in full, hut "'' offer it for the record. 

The department a 1 opinion was there
upon introdu<'ed in evirlPnce. and is as 
follows: 
Puhlic Land,;-Sule of Minerals in Uni· 

\'ersity Lands en<ler Act of 1925. 
The Commissioner of the General 

Land Offiee has the power, under the 
eniversity Leasing Act of l 92i;, to ef
fect postponement of leases within the 
month of .January hy withdrawing offer 
to sell on .January 2nd through adver
tisement of like kind originally made, 
and fixing a later date during the month 
of January for sueh sales. 

Offices of the Attorney General. 
Austin. Texas, Dec. 28, 1928. 

Honorahle .J. T. Robison, Land Com
missioner. Austin, Texas. 

:lh· dear :llr. Robison: 
'we h:n·e today in conference consid

ered your letter on the 21st instant, 
wherein you request an opinion as to 
ynur power either to withdraw from 
~ule oil and gas leases on 103,000 acres 
of University land advertised for Jan
uary 2, rn2!'l. or tn postpone such sale 
until a later date in said month. 

Yon are respeetfnlly addsed that in 
our opinion. althou!?h yon do not pos· 
sess the power to withdraw or postpone 
such sales hP\'ontl some date in Junn· 
ar,v, yon hav'e the power to postpone 
;ud1 sales until a later date in said 
mC'nth. 

Ynnr 'lnestion is predicated upon the 
tact that you have received some spe
(:iti(' antl 1nany general requests for ad
vertisenwnt of University mineral land 
whi<'h are deemed by you to be a suffi
cient demand within the terms of Sec
tion :! of thP l'ninrsity l\Iineral Leas
ing ... \ct of 10:!.l, requiring sales "when 
tlwre i< land in demand." Since there 
is land in demand, according to your 
letter. yon are mandatorily required to 
>ell, ii; compliance with the legislative 
prescript ion as to the times of sale. 
( 'unsiderntions of expediency could not 
gi,-e rift") to an implic>ation of power in 
.n•t: to \ i1wo.rt the legislath·e intent that 
s:t '<>s mu:;t he made not less than once 
rach month when there is land in de
mand. 

Your question is al•o predicated upon 
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the fact that the Board of Regents of 
the University believe that the present 
ec6nomic conditions surrounding the 
production of crude oil will not he con
ducive to the University's getting a 
fair value for oil and gas leases sold on 
January 2, next. "'e assume also that 
there is reasonable prospect of improve
ment in conditions during the course of 
the month of January. We are of the 
opinion that upon this basis a postpone
ment of sales te some late date in Jan
uary is necessary t.o the proper execu
tion of the purpose of the Ia w and from 
such necessity is implied the power in 
you to postpone the sale. 

The main purpose of the UniYersity 
Leasing Act of 1925 was doubtless to 
get the most from the oil and gas in 
the lands belonging to the University 
fund. It was a compliance by the 
Legislature with the constitutional di
rection that the University lands should 
be sold and that the Legislature should 
make provision as to the regulations, 
times and terms of sale. In doing this, 
it did not usurp the executive function 
as to details with respect to regulations, 
times and terms of sales. On the con
trary, it left the Land Commissioner 
largely untrammeled in the proper ef
fectuation of this duty. The terms pro
vided in the law are simply minimum 
terms, sale to be made to "the applicant 
that pays the most." The times pro
vided are simply "not less than once 
each month when there is land in de
mand and at 10 :00 o'clock a. m. on the 
date fixed therefor," and the Commis
sioner was expressly authorized to adopt 
such rules and regulations "as may be 
necessary to the proper execution of its 
purpose," that is to say, the purpose of 
getting the most substantial value for 
the University .out of its lands. As said 
in Theisen vs. Robison, 8 S. W. (2nd) 
652, with respect to this same act: 

"It was plainly competent for the act 
to empower the Commissioner to make 
regulations, as the act authorized in its 
mere administration, in order that the 
legislative will might be accomplished." 

Under the decision in the Theisen 
case, the Land Commissioner is manda
torily required to sell oil or gas in any 
University land upon receipt of request 
to place same on sale; yet he is by the 
law given a discretion within the range 
of a month to fix upon the particular 
day for sale. Having the power to fix 
a day, he certainly would have the 
power to alter a day fixed before its 
arrival, especially when a postponement 
would seem to be necessary for the 
proper execution of the law. Any ex-

pression of the power of alteration in 
the terms of the law is:utterly unneces
sary to its existence, since such power 
is implied from the purpose of the law, 
which is always paramount to its de
tailed expression. 

In our opinion, you can withdraw 
your offer to sell on January 2n~ 
through advertisement of like kind 
originally made by you, provided, how
ever, you at the same time fix another 
and a later date during the month of 
January, when the oil and gas leases 
on the 103,000 acres of University land 
in question shall stand for sale. "Any 
other view would defeat the cardinal 
purpose of the framers of the Constitu
tion (as well as the Legislature) to 
realize as great a fund as possible from 
these lands, including their minerals, 
for the University." Theisen vs. Robi
son, supra. 

We take it that you are satisfied that 
there is sufficient and ample "demand,'' 
in the sense that said word is used in 
the act, to require you to advertise said 
lands. 

Yours very truly, 
C. W. TRUEHEART, 

Assistant Attorney General. 

The foregoing opinion has been read, 
considered and adopted in conference 
this day. 

CLAUDE POLLARD, 
Attorney General of Texas. 

Q. You speak of Mr. Trueheart. 
What was his position at the time of 
these opinions and letters? 

A. He was Assistant Attorney Gen
eral, in charge of litigation and ques
tions relating to the public lands of 
Texas. 

Q. I would thank you to state to the 
Committee the experience and attain
ments of Assistant Attorney General 
Trueheart in that particular field. 

A. He had been handling this liue 
of work since he was appointed Assist
ant Attorney General during the ad
ministration as Attorney General of 
Governor Moody. I retained him when 
I was elected. My judgment is that he 
is the best informed and most capable 
lawyer on questions relating to the pub
lic lands in Texas of any lawyer in 
Texas. 

Q. It appears from the matter now 
before the Committee that certain sales 
of University land leases had been ad
vertised for January 2. Is that correct, 
so far as your knowledge goes? 

A. It is. 
Q. For the purpose of the record, 

I would thank you to state the date of 
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the i:onvening of the Forty-first Legis
ture, if you know? 

A. I think it was the eighth, but l 
am not sure about it. 

Mr. Freeman: Mr. Chairman, will 
state the exact date, for the informa
tion of the membership, that this Lcg
isla tu re convened ? 

The Chairman: The secon<l Tuesday 
in January, the eighth <lay of January, 
Tue~day. 

Mr. l''reeman: We, therefore, desire 
that that date be 1Uade a part of the 
record as the date when the Legislature 
did actually convene. 

Q. As I understand, General, it was 
the desire of some of those who partici
pated in the conference to postpone 
sales of certain University leases from 
the date advertised, January 2, until a 
r•oasonnble time after the meeting of the 
Legislature, in order that the Legisla
ture might, if it saw fit, enact further 
Jegisla tion or repeal existing legisla
ticn? 

A. There was no dissent to that pu r -
po•e and desire, so far as I know. 

Q. In that or any other conference. 
Gf'neral, was there any time discussed 
·for the postponement of the sale, any 
future date discussed or agreed upon? 

A. I don't recall. I believe that the 
fifteenth of .January was prohahly men
tioned. but I am not sure about it. 

Q. Did you have any information at 
that time, or was any statement mack 
to you, as to the quantity of Univer
sity leases that was cpntemplated would 
be sold on ,January 2? 

A. Something over 100.000 acres. 
.don't 1·emember the exact acreage. 

Q. Do you recall the date of yonr 
mie'.rt conference, if any, with the Land 
\Commissioner! 

A. I have never had a conference 
·with the Land Commissioner on this 
matter since that time. 

Q. Did yon have information that 
the Lancl Commissioner intended or pro
posed, or was preparing, to offer any of 
the lands in question for sale on Jan
uary 2? 

A. We had information that be was 
going to sell the lands that he adver
tised for January 2, regardless of the 
opinion of the department. 

Q. In any way did you learn from 
the Commissioner the land or lands 
which he then intended to expose for 
sale? 

A. I don't recall bow I got the 
knowledge, hut I had information that 
it was about 50,000 acres. 

Q. Did you receive from the Land 
.commissioner a copy or copies of the 

advertisement containing the descrip
tion of the land he proposed to sell on 
January 2! 

A. We had those in the office. 
Q. Was anything said• in your con

ference with the Land Commissioner as 
to the method of readvertising or giving 
notice rather, of an intention to post
pone the sales? 

A. The matter arose in this way: 
Some members of the Board of Regents 
~ame to my office. It was either the 
last day of December or the first day 
of January. And they brought me a 
resolution that had been passed by the 
Board of Regents requesting the De
partment to file an application for an 
injunction against the Commissioner to 
prevent the sale of the land that had 
been advertise<l on January 2. After 
that was received Mr. Trueheart went 
to the Land Office and had quite an ex
tended conference with the Land Com
missioner in reference to the land to be 
sold on January 2 and the method of 
advertising a withdrawal of the sale of 
that land. 

Q. You don't know of your own 
knowledge perhaps, General, the exact 
method agreed upon! If you do, I 
would thank you to state it. 

A. I don't know except from what 
l\Ir. Trueheart told me, and I would 
prefer that be testify to the details, 
because he had the conversation with 
the Commissioner in regard to it. 

Q. Was there a suit for injunction 
filed in reference to this matter T 

A. There was. 
Q. I would thank you to give the 

Committee such history of that litiga
tion as you know. 

A. I would much prefer that they 
get the details of that history from Mr. 
Trueheart, who handled it in the court. 
I was present at a part of the proceed
ings in the court, but not all. He was 
present at nil and can give a detailed 
history of that litigation. 

Q. Then, under that condition, Gen
eral, we will examine Mr. Trueheart in 
reference to that and not ask you fur
ther questions concerning it. 

Mr. Freeman: Counsel may cross
examine. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Price): 
Q. General Pollard, I will get you 

to state who it was who first mentioned 
to you or went into the subject of post
poning the sale of mineral leases on 
University lands? 

A. I don't remember, Senator, when 
.hat question came to my attention. I 
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think probably you discussed it with 
me at one time, but whether it was be
fore or after the conference in the Gov
ernor'" office I do not know. If it were 
after that, then the conference in the 
Governor's office is 'the first discussion 
I ever had with rnference to the subject. 

Q. Do you not recall that Judge R L. 
· Batts, of Austin, was the first person 

who came to you and suggested that it 
would be a good thing to postpone the 
sale of those lands? 

A. I don't recall that. 
Q. Well, do you know that Judge 

Batts, of Austin, did take quite a part, 
and probably was the movmg spirit in 
starting the agitation about postponing 
these sales? 

A. I don't remember about his being 
the moving spirit, I wouldn't testify 
as to that. I know he was very much 
interested in the subject, as was also 
Mr. Holliday, of El Paso. 

Q. Now, .is Judge Batts at this time 
a Regent for the University of Texas? 

A. He is. 
Q. He was at that time? 
A. He was. 
Q. State whether or not Judge Batts 

at the times you mentioned was also an 
attornev for the Gulf Production Com
pany of this State. 

A. I don't know. 
You don't know! 

A. I do not. 
Q. Did Mr. Holliday, of El Paso, 

ever talk to you about the matter? 
A. I think not, until after the con

ference in the Governor's office; between 
that time and the time the suit was 
filed. Mr. Holliday was with Mr. Crane 
in there, a member of the Board of 
Regents, when a resolution of the Board 
was brought to my office, requesting that 
an injunction' suit be filed, but I don't 
recall that I ever had any conversation 
with him about it prior to that date. 

Q. Now, then, you said that you had 
a conference in your office in which you, 
Mr. Robison, Governor Moody and prob
ably Judge Batts took part. Now, on 
what day did that conference take place? 

A. It was in the Governor's office, 
and my recollection is it was on the 
twentieth day of January. I base that 
on the fact that Mr. Robison said he 
would write me a letter the next day, 
and his letter is dated the twenty-first. 

Q. You mean the twentieth day of 
December? 

A. December of last year. 
Q. Now, isn't it true, General Pol

lard, that at that conference the Land 
Commissioner stated to you and to all 
of the persons present that in his opin-

ion that the leasing act of 1925 was 
mandatory, and that he· didn't believe, 
as a matter of Jaw, that he could post
pone the sale, the date having been fixed 
and the advertisements having gone 
forth? 

A. That was his idea of the law, as 
gathered from the conference had. I 
don't remember any particular state
ment made in regard to it, but that was 
evidently his opinion, that the sales 
could not be postponed. 

Q. And did he not further state that 
he would be inclined to follow the opin
ion of the Attorney General, provided it 
was an opinion backed up by legal de
cisions, tbat is, authorities of compe
tent courts? 

A. He said he would fo!Jow the well 
considered opinion of the Attorney Gen
eral's Office, but he wanted one that was 
carefully considered. As to what de
tails he might have added as to the re
quirements of that opinion, I would not 
undertake to testify, but the general 
impression I received was that he 
wanted an opinion that was very care
fully considered. 

Q'. Such an opinion as would show 
the authorities listed; in other words, 
that he was wrong in his construction 
of the law; wasn't that your impression 
from what he said? 

A. Well, I had an impression that 
he had his opinion of the law, that the 
sales could not be postponed, and that 
it was going to take a well considered 
opinion, probably supported by some de
cision of the courts, to get him to be
lieve otherwise; but I wouldn't under
take to detail just what he said, except 
what be was going to demand. in so far 
as the contents of any final opinion was 
concerned. 

Q. Now, then, General Po!Jard, did 
you personally go into this matter aud 
yourself look into the authorities? 

A. I did in a limited way. I did 
not to the extent that Mr. Trueheart did 
and Mr. Tilley, and I think tlie other 
assistant, Mr. Chandler. I discussed 
the question with them after they had 
read the authorities on several occa
sions. 

Q. General' Pollard, are you familiar 
with the decision handed down by the 
Supreme Court, through Judge Green
wood, in what is known as the Theisen 
case? 

A. I have read that decision. I was 
present when the case was argued, and 
read the brief, and discussed the case 
with Mr. Trueheart while it was pend
ing, many times. 

Q. I will ask you if in connection 
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with your investigation you read that 
entire opinion yourself? 

A. Yes. sir; I have read it several 
times, and my i·ecollection is that it 
was read at the conference in the Gov· 
ernor's office. I know that all portions 
that were material to the question being 
discussed were read. and I know that I 
read it again after I left the conference 
in the Governor's office. especially as to 
that portion of it which related to the 
mandatory prodsions of the land leas
ing law. 

Q. You are familiar with the fact, of 
course, that in the Theisen case the 
Supreme Court had before it the con
stitutionalit1· of the Act of 192.5 author
izing the saies of these University lands 
on competitive bids! 

A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And that the nature of that act, 

whether it was director~· or mandatory, 
was gone into by the Supreme Court? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall having read this 

language which I shall now read from 
the Theisen case, 8 S. W. (2nd), page 
6.'i2, where the Court, in considering 
this act, said: "As we interpret the act, 
the Land Commissioner is mandatorily 
required to sell the oil or gas in any 
University land upon receipt of a re
quest to place same on sale. The Land 
Commissioner seems to have uniformly 
so administered the act." You recall 
that portion of the opinion, do you not! 

A. Very well. That was read sev
eral times at the conference there at the 
Governor's office. 

Q. And you haye noted, have you 
not, that Mr. Trueheart did not include 
that quotation in his opinion? 

A. That portion of the opinion is 
discussed in :Mr. Trueheart's letter, and 
in the departmental opinion, the manda
tory provisions of the law, as deter
mined in the Theisen case. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, Mr. True
heart did most of this work, did he not; 
that is. he is the member of your de
partment who did most of this work 
and investigation in connection with 
these land sales? 

A. Yes. sir; he did most of that 
work. 

Q. Now, is it not true that your 
department. acting through your attor
ney. Mr. Trueheart, went before the 
Supreme Court in this Theisen case and 

. attacked this Act of 1925 on the ground 
that it was unconstitutional 1 

A. I don't remember just what the 
attack on that particular act was. The 
brief filed in the case will show. I 
wouldn't want to testify under oath as 

to what is contained in the brief filed 
in the Supreme Court. 

Q. You know, do you not, as Attor
ney General, that Mr. Trueheart took 
the position in that case that the Act 
of the Legislature of 1925 was void T 

A. I think that is probably true, but 
I wouldn't be sure. 

Q. Yes, and that was the same Mr. 
Trueheart, your assistant, who advised 
lhe Land Commissioner in this matter 
that he could go ahead and postpone 
those sales and refuse to make them, 
after he had sent out notices to the 
people, notwithstanding the Supreme 
Court had said it was mandatory, the 
mandatory duty of the Commissioner to 
sel! them when he got a demand from 
the public! 

A. He is the same man. I wouldn't 
approve all of the statement you ·have 
linked up with your question with re
gard to the effect of Mr. Trueheart's 
opinion. But he is the same man who 
argued the case in tqe Supreme Court. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, in this 
conference, is it not true that Mr. Robi
son gnYe every indication of a willing
ness to follow the law as construed by 
the court, but that he had expressed an 
unwillingness to follow an opinion from 
your department that was not well con
sidered and was not supported by au
thorities? 

A. If I recall the statement made 
in the conference correctly, it was that 
if the Attorney General's Department 
would give him a well considered opin
ion, advising him that he had a right to 
postpone the sales that he would follow 
that opinion and postpone the sales. As 
to any details that he demanded as to 
what that opinion would contain, as to 
being supported by authority, or how 
much authority, I wouldn't undertake 
to testify. His idea was that he wanted 
an opinion that had been well consid
ered by the department. 

Q. Now, as the chief law officer of 
this State, is it your understanding, or 
has it ever been your opinion, that the 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Office is subject to be regulated in mat
ters which he is mandatorily required 
to do, by the Attorney General's De
partment? 

A. I don't understand that any offi
cer of the State is to be regulated by the 
Attorney General's Department. The 
Constitution makes the Attorney Gen
eral the legal adviser of the heads of 
the departments. It is a matter purely 
of their discretion and their own re
sponsibility as to whether they follow 
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the opinion of the chief law officer of 
the State after it has been given. 

Q. I mean to ask you this question, 
General Pollard: Is there any law in 
this State which requires or demands 
the head of an executive department to 
follow the opinion of the Attorney 
General? 

A. None that I know of. 
Q. Alld would the fact that an ex

ecutive fails to follow an opinion, an 
advisory opinion, of the Attorney Gen
eral, make that officer guilty of any 
wrongdoing strictly on that account? 

Mr. Allen: We object to that, Mr. 
Chairman. That is one of the matters 
that this Committee will determine at 
the conclusion of the investigation. We 
object to that question, because it is 
asking this witness as such to deter
mine an issue that must be determined 
by this Committee at the conclusion of 
this investigation. Among other things, 
we will probably contend that while 
there is no constitutional or statutory 
prohibition that necessitates the Land 
Commissioner acting upon the advice of 
the Attorney General, that the Consti
tution of this State makes the Attorney 
General the legal adviser of the various 
department heads; and we will contend, 
when this matter is finally concluded 
to the Committee, that the Land Com
missioner was wrong in not adopting 
and following the legal opinion given 
upon this subject by the Attorney Gen
eral. Now, that being true, and that 
being one of the matters to be deter
mined by the Committee, the question 
asking the Attorney General to deter
mine that matter, we think would be 
improper, and we object to it. 

Mr. Price: May it ·please the court, 
we take this position in this ease: Mr. 
Grady Woodruff, a Representative in 
this House, has filed a bill of particu
lars which really constitutes the basis, 
if there be any basis, to these proceed
ings. Among this bill of particulars is 
included the subject of differences be
tween the Attorney General's Depart
ment and the Land Commissioner, the 
idea being, at least tentatively, that 
those differences constitute the basis 
for high crimes and misdemeanors on 
the part of the Land Commissioner. The 
proponents have called here as a wit
ness General Pollard, who is Attorney 
General of this State, and we believe 
that we have the right to have from 
the General himself, as the chief law 
officer of this State, whether he con
strues the law as being that an execu
tive whom he advises who refuses to 
follow his advice has violated the law 

or committed a wrong. I don't know 
of a witness we could get whose opinion 
would be' more pertinent or who would 
know more about that subject. 

. Judge Sinks: This thing is per
fectly plain to me. As a matter of 
course, we all know that the heads of 
a department do not have to follow the 
opinion of the Attorney General. We 
all know that it . is merely an advisory 
opinion to the heads of the depart
ments. We all understand that. But 
for the Attorney General to say in 
his opinion w.hether it was wrong for 
any head of a department to not fol
low his opinion, I think that is purely a 
question for the House to determine, and 
not the Attorney General or any other 
particular man. That being the case, 
I think the question is bad, is not 
properly asked, and that the objection 
should be sustained; and that is a 
matter that the House will investigate 
and pass on in their opinion; and 
whether the Attorney General thinks 
that a man has done wrong in not fol
lowing his opinion is not a question 
for evidence in the case. It is really 
no evidence at all, any more than what 
I might think, or what any other per
son might think. I will have to sus
tain the objection. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, after Mr. 
Trueheart prepared this first opinion, 
what was done· in your office with ref
erence to making that opinion a de
partmental decision? 

A. A letter Mr. Trueheart wrote to 
Mr. Robison was read to me over long
distance when I was at Carthage, and 
the statement made to me by Mr. Tilley 
over long-distance that Mr. Robison re
fused to accept a letter by Mr. True
heart, but that he wanted an opinion 
of the department, an official opinion. 
I advised Mr. Tilley, after I knew the 
contents of the letter, after I had dis
cussed it with Mr. Trueheart over long
distance in Houston, and with other as
sistants in the office, to convert Mr. 
Truehea1·t's letter into a departmental 
opinion, and gave him authority to sign 
my name to that opinion. 

Q. Now, I will ask you, General Pol
lard, if there was any matter included 
in the second opinion, that is, in the 
official opinion, were any authorities 
listed therein other than what had been 
written by Mr. Trueheart in the letter 
from San Antonio? 

A. None at all. 
Q. And is it not true that you told 

Mr. Robison, before you had made any 
investigation into the law, the1·e in the 
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conference, that you were then r,,ady, 
then and thPre, to give your opinion Y 

A. I told him what my opinion was, 
and that I wonl<l writt> him a ktt"r to 
thnt effect tlit• rn•xt tla\· if hi· w.111tcil a 
lettt>r~ and lw io.ai<l l;l' di1ln't wan: a 
1ettrr; that lH· was going- tn snhmit the 
inquiry in writi11g. antl ht• \\·~111tt~d a 
well consi<lPn•tl opi11ion in 'll!~Vt.•r to 
his letter. 

Q. Xuw, (;l'llt'ral 1'111lard. it is true 
that for :--011wtinw thl'fl' huR been a 
clifft•retwf' of opinion in your dcp8:rt
ment on land tnattt•rs from the op1n1011 
lwld hy tlw Lani! Commissioner, is it 
not? 

.\. That is true. and it is not true. 
Qnf'~tions 11an.• arisen in regard to pub
lic lands on whid1 ~Ir. Robison has dis· 
aµn•Pd with nw or with my depart
nwnt. sew•ral of those; but there bas 
llt'n•r hren an~' what :vou n1ig-l1t term 
continuing disagreement with the de
partnwnt. 

Q. Genernl Pollard, I don't mean to 
ask ~·ou the question whether there was 
just an out-and-out war betw<'en vou. 
I simply wanted to know this, a.;d I 
ask von now, is it not true that on 
sever

0

al ocC'asions your dt•partment has 
held one thing ahout lnrnl laws and the 
Land Commissioner just the opposite? 

A. That is true, yes. 
Q. Jn sl'veral instances 1 
A. \Yell, I wouldn't say several. 

ThPre have hee-n some since I have been 
Attorney General. 

Q. Now, is it not true that your de
cision on the validitv of the Relin
quishment Act was op1;osed to the opin
ion of the Land ('ommissioner? 

A. That is true. 
Q. In other words, you held that it 

wa~ \'oi<l iuul unconstitutional, and 
Roh is on u phe lei it? 

A. That is true. 
Q. Now, when that was finally de

cided in the Supreml' Court, what did 
the Court holtl about it? 

A. The Court llPhl that it was valid, 
!mt my opinion is still the saml'. 

Q. I will ask you this. that, not
withstan<li11g- .Judge GrC'enwood said 
that it """ the mandatorv dutv of the 
J,and Commissioner to sci! these lands, 
vo11 nncl :\Ir. Tr11ehenrt. vou still, not
~vith>'tanding that, thou~ht he could 
postpone tht•m 1 

A. l <lon't think the two opinions 
are in conflict at all. 

Q. You don't think vour opinion 
that Mr. Roliison could, of his own mo
tion, nostrione tho sale of lands, after 
they ,;re fixed under that law, you mean 
to say that is not in conflict with the 

words of .Judge Greenwood in the Thei
ben ease? 

A. I do. 
Q. Now, then, it is also in here 

GP1wrnl Pollard, that these difference~ 
have t·ome up, and that is being charged 
uguinst th<' Commissioner, the fact that 
lw ililfert•d with and did not follow 
your ad\'it·e, and as you have stated 
tht•re, and .Tudgc Sinks has stated-

A. I didn't state that he had not 
followed my advire. I don't know 
whether that is true or not. Land 
questions are fr<•quently discussed ver
bally in the office, and in these discus
sions it would appear that the Land 
Commissioner did not agree with the 
department as to what the law was. 
As to whether or not the department 
has ever given Mr. Robison an opinion 
in writing that he didn't follow, I 
wouldn't undertake to say. I don't 
know whether that is true or not. 

Q. But assume that he has on occa
sion refused to follow your opinion, he 
is not the onlv officer that has done 
that, isn't that· true? 

A. No. The Legislature doesn't 
even do that. 

Q. Isn't it true, General Pollard, 
and I don't mean to cast any reftection 
against the Attorney General, a good 
friend of mine, but here not long ago 
you gan• this House of Representatives 
a very carefully considered opinion, 
didn't you, in which you said they 
couldn't draw their pay. their per 
rliem, when they were absent from the 
L<'gislature; you said they couldn't, 
but they refused to follow your advice 1 

A. That is true; and still I think I 
am right. 

Q. No one has drawn up any bill of 
particularR against the Rouse on that 
ground, either, have they? 

A. Not that I have beard of. 
Q. General Pollard, just this ques

tion, not bringing the books and cases 
here--you probahly know about it-as 
" matter of faet, now, it is not true 
that for the past fifteen or twenty 
years, when .Tim Robison has locked 
horns with them on legal questions, and 
it has gone to the Supreme Court, he 
has been upheld three-fourths or ninety 
per cent of the time in his contentions 
by that court? 

A. I wouldn't undertake to answer 
that question. I don't know. 

Q. You will say. though, he has 
heen upheld more times than he has 
be!'n disapproved! 

A. I wouldn't say that. 
Q. You don't know that! 
A. Mr. Robison is a very capable 
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man when it comes to land law of this 
State. Nobody disputes that. I have 
recognized that in all matters when I 
have di~cussed it with him, and the 
statement made by one of his attor
neys the other day to this Committee 
that the opinion that I gave that is in
volved in this investigation was based 
on bias and prejudice is without any 
sort of foundation. I have known Mr. 
Robison for twenty-five years. have al
ways supported him, and am his friend, 
and I have no bias or prejudice against 
him. In advising him, and in advising 
every other department head, and the 
Legislature, my only purpose is to ap
ply the law as I understand it, and if 
the folks don't want to follow it that 
is their individual responsibility, and 
not mine. 

llfr. Smith: Mr. Chairman, a matter 
of correction. Mr. Pollard is misin
formed. I assume he refers to a state
ment I made. I did not say that the 
opinion of the .Attorney General was 
based on prejudice ·or bias. I did say 
that in my opinion the opinion of the 
.Attorney General was erroneous. I 
still maintain that. I say that for Mr. 
Pollard's benefit, because I am sure he 
did not hear the statement and has 
been misinformed as to the statement 
that was made by me. 

The Witness: .All I know is what the 
press carried. 

The Speaker: Proceed with your 
question. 

Q. General Pollard, it is true that 
this leasing .Act of 1925, under which 
Mr. Robison was acting, was in full 
force and effect at all times during the 
year 1928, is it not? 

.A. It is. 
Q. .And that was the same act which 

the Supreme Court had declared in the 
Theisen case was mandatory in its 
terms, is that not true? 

, .A. That is true. 
Q. Now, then, that being the law at 

the time, and the Land Commissioner 
having received both verbal and written 
requests to place this land on sale, I 
want to ask you for your opinion, 'as 
.Attorney General of this State, who .has 

. the power in this State to suspend the 
operation of a law, except the Legisla
ture? 

.A. That matter is covered in the 
official opinion given to Mr. Robison by 
my department, and is now involved in 
litigation is a case pending in the 
Supreme Court, and I will not under
take to swear what the law is. 

Q. I am not asking you to swear 
what the law is. I was merely asking 

for a statement of your opinion. I will 
ask this concrete question: Isn't it 
true that in the bill of rights of the 
Constitution of this State it is pro
vided, in substance, that the power to 
suspend the operation of law is vested 
in the Legislature alone? 

Mr. Freeman: We object, first, on 
the ground that it is argument; second, 
on the ground that the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights are written and speak for 
themselves and are the best evidence. 

Mr. Price: If the court please, yes
terday Judge Allen had quite a number 
of checks that were in writing, and we 
agreed that they could go into the evi
dence and be referred to at any time. 
Yet, notwithstanding Judge .Allen, over 
objection, read each one of them ver
hatim as testimonv. Now, I am not 
unmindful that the learned Presiding 
Judge understands about these things; 
but the House of Representatives is not 
made up solely of lawyers, but of busi
ness men, and ranchmen and farmers, 
who are not as astute in and under
stand all the constitutional ,provisions 
as well as yourself or Judge .Allen. .And 
I think here that this respondent, being 
charged, and a predicate being laid here 
in this rernrd, that on account of differ
ences between him and the .Attorney 
General, that has been inserted in this 
record as a basis for high crimes and 
misdemeanors, and I think we have a 
right to show by evidence in this House 
that in refusing to disregard that .Act 
of 1925. and in going ahead and acting 
under it, I think we ought to be able to 
show that the Constitution provides in 
this State that neither the Board of 
Regents, the Governor, or .Attorney 
General, or anyone else except the Leg
islatm·e, can suspend for one moment 
the operation of a law. We submit we 
ought to be able to show that. 

The Presiding Officer: They are just 
asking to show that. Senator Price, I 
don't suppose there is any objection, but 
just simply prove it up by oral testi
mony as to what his construction is, is 
a different proposition. 

Judge Freeman: Yes, all right. Very 
well . 

Q. Now, didn't you state a while ago 
that in your opinion :Mr. Trueheart
C. \V. Trueheart-is the most learned 
J.md lawyer in this State? Is that your 
judgment? 

.A. Not exactly. 
Q. Well, just what was your state

ment? 
.A. That he has a better knowledge 

of the public laws and of the decisions 
of the courts in relation to them than 
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any lawyer in the State-at least, any 
with whom I have ever come in contact. 

Q. Now, yon stated that yon ap· 
pointed him your chief assistant when 
you were elected? 

A. No; he was an assistant attorney 
general when I was elected, having been 
appointed by Governor Moody when he 
was Attorney General, and I retained 
him when I was elected. 

Q. At what time did he cease to be 
an assistant to Governor Moodv-that 
is, to General Moody 'I • 

A. \Vhen his term of office expired. 
Q. Let's see, when was that done 1 
A. That was January 8th, I think 

it was, 1927. 
Q. 19271 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, I assume that he was the 

lawyer-the land lawyer in the depart· 
ment under General Moody, was he? 

A. That is my understanding. 
Q. Did he have that work under 

General Moody? 
A. I think so. 
Q. Well, don't you know that it is 

otherwise-that Mr. Jerry Randolph 
was the land lawyer under Genera 1 
Moody while Trueheart was in that de· 
partment 1 

A. That may be true. All I know 
is that when I went there, Mr. True· 
heart-

Q. Was in the department? 
A. -was in all land litigation that 

was pending, seemed to have been for 
some time. Mr. Randolph also was in 
the land litigation. 

Q. Well, if it be true that Mr. Jerry 
Randolph had charge of that special 
field, we will say, and that Mr. True· 
heart did not, then he has made that a 
specialty only since the year 1927, or 
has had that particular work under his 
control? 

A. So far as public lands were con
cerned, that is probably true. But Mr. 
Trueheart for years past has had quite 
a lot of experience in the trial of cases, 
while he was a member of the firm of 
Seeligson & Bal! of San Antonio. 

Q. Seeligson & Ball? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But, just this question, General, 

and we will pass from that: Mr. True
heart, in writing this opinion, bas failed 
to include that language of Judge Green· 
wood auout the law being mandatory, 
I believe you stated that a while ago? 
. A. The mandatory language is not 
mcluded, but the principle, though, is 
discussed. 

Q. The principle, yes, is discussed in 

the words of Trueheart, rather than in 
the words of Greenwood-is that it! 

A. Well, that may be true. The 
words of Greenwood are just an ordi· 
nary statement that the law is manda· 
tory. 

Q. Now, you spoke a moment ago 
about the suit in the District Court of 
Travis County. Now, is it not true, 
General Pollard, that after the confer
ence between you and the Governor and 
the Land Commissioner, that Mr. Robi
son stated that in deference to your 
opinion he would not attempt to with
draw from sale all of those lands for 
which he had no specific request in 
writing, didn't he do that? 

A. That was done, yes. 
Q. And he stated that he didn't be

lieve he could legally do that, but in 
so much as he had no specific demand 
in writing that, in deference to you and 
your departmeqt, he would submit to 
your wishes and withdraw it all ex
cept-

Senator Price (to respondent) : How 
many acres was it! 

Mr. Robison: About 50,000. 
Q. -all except about 50,000 acres

isn't that so? 
A. Mr. Robison never made any 

statement about the matter to me after 
the conference in the Governor's office. 
The facts are that he did. 

Q. Withdraw it? 
A. Withdraw it. 
Q. All except-
A. That that was advertised for the 

2nd of January, for which he had a 
specific demand. 

Q. That is to say, he had a demand 
in writing for that particular land to 
be advertised? 

A. I don't know; I couldn't say 
that. Mr. Trueheart. in the conference 
with him before the injunction suit was 
filed, can give you all the details as to 
what the Commissioner's attitude wal!l 
with reference to postponement of all 
or any part of the land. 

Q. Now, General, after he refused to 
withdraw or attempt to postpone the 
sale of those 50,000 acres for which he 
had a demand in writing, then it was 
that vou filed suit in the District Court . 
of Travis Countv, didn't you, and 
prayed for an injuiiction to restrain the 
Land Commissioner from proceeding 
with that sale on January 2nd! 

A. That is true. 
Q. You filed that application before 

Judge Calhoun, didn't you? 
A. I don't remember whether it was 

presented to Judge Calhoun or to the 
other judge. 
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Q. .And the allegations therein were 
sworn to by Mr. Trueheart, were they 
not! 

A. I think so. 
Q. Now, then, that injunction was 

granted ex parte, wasn't it! 
A. I think so. 
Q. That is to say, Judge Calhoun 

granted it without hearing testimony at 
all, but solely on the basis of the alle
gations made by Mr. Trueheart! 

A. That is probably so. 
Q. All right. When that inju11ction 

came on for hearing on its merits there
after, what happened to that injunc
tion that your department had secured 
against Mr. Robison; what did Judge 
Moore do with itf 

A. I wouldn't undertake to testify as 
to any of the details of that litiga

0

tion 
after the suit was filed, because they 
were handled by Mr. Trueheart and I 
was not present. He will be a wit11ess 
before your committee and will gh·e all 
the details of that litigation. 

Q. Do you know, General Pollard, 
that. after a hearing on it, that Judge 
Moore dissolved and held for nought 
that temporary injunction which Mr. 
Trueheart had secured! 

A. There is some dispute or mis
understanding or misinterpretation of 
what Judge Moore did. The record will 
speak for itself. 

Q. I was not aware that there was 
any dispute on that point! 

A. Well, I think I heard some con· 
troversy arose between the lawyers as 
to just what the effect of Judge Moore's 
order was. 

Q. Very well, then; don't-you don't, 
then, now, as Attorney General of this 
State,· know that in that case, which 
involved, I should say, $856,000.00 or 
more, that Judge Moore did hold 
straight out that that temporary in
junction was improperly and \vrong
fully granted, and he dissolved it in 
totoT 

A. I know that was the general effect 
of his order, and we appealed from that 
order and his judgment, and the case 
ls now pending in the Supreme Court. 

Q. Now, then, the intervenors who 
came in were Gibson, Johnson, and 
Renand, and they a!Teged that they made 
bids on this 50,000 acres, and that the 
Oominissioner refused to accept them; 
you know about that, don't you Y 

A. Yes. 
Q. They intervened and set up their 

right; they had paid there with the 
Land Commissioner something like 
$8561.00 as a bonus on that land-that 
is tnie, isn't it! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. .And they went into that suit and 

their contentions were upheld by the 
District Judge--that is true, isn't it! 

A. I think so. 
Q. And your department appealed 

from that decision on that point, but 
they did not appeal! 

A. I think so. 
Q. Yes. It went to the Court of 

Appeals of the Austin district, and that 
court certified questions to the Supreme 
Court! 

A. I think so. 
Q. And the matter is there now 

pending! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, then, after January 2nd 

had passed, you recall, do you not, Gen· 
era! Pollard, that a bill was written
that a bill was written by your depart
ment, repealing the entire leasing Act 
of 1925 T 

A. That is true. 
Q: Isn't that true! 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Who wrote that bill! 
A. ~Ir. Trueheart. And I think he 

was assisted in the preparation of it by 
Judge Batts and probably Ed Crane; 
I am not sure about that. 

Q. General Pollard, do you know that 
Judge Batts first wrote a bill which 
simply repealed the Act of 1925, are 
you familiar with that! 

A. I don't remember the details of 
just how the bill that was introduced 
was reached; I think Mr. Batts wrote 
a bill that !llr. Trueheart did not ap
prove; and they were rewritten once 
or twice. 

Q. Yes. Xow, you say you do not 
know that the draft drawn by Judge 
Batts prO\·ided merely that the leasing 
Act of 192:; should be in all things re
pealed? 

A. No, I don't. 
Q. Well. you do know, do you not, 

that l\Ir. Trueheart was not satisfied 
with Batts' draft, don't you T 

A. I know that. 
Q. And don't you know that Mr. 

Truel1eart was up here in the Legisla
ture, and while you had this suit down 
in the Travis County District Court, 
and added to Judge Batts' bill a pro
visiou whereby the act required and 
demanded the Land Commissioner to 
bundle--not to open, hut send back 
without opening all of these bids! 

A. I don't know. 
Q. You don't know that that was 

enacted January ll th of this year, 
passed by this Legislature 1 

A. I know there is a provision in 
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there in regard to that, but I don't 
think it has the language in it that you 
repeated in the question; and if in the 
act,. the act will speak for itself; I 
don't remember it, I can't recall the act. 

Q. Well, you don't know anything 
about that fact, that those bids of Gib· 
son, Johnson and others, could not be 
opened, but should be returned, and 
that the Land Commissioner is de· 
mantled-he is commanded in that act 
from making the sales of January 2nd 
-that is in there, isn't it? 

A. The act covers that if it is there; 
the act covers that feature, just what 
the language is, I wouldn't undertake 
to say. 

Q. And you are acquainted, too, with 
the fact that Mr. Trueheart came up 
here and appeared before the Commit· 
tee on that day and wrote the bill? 

A. He probably did, yes. 
Q. And at the same time he was 

having this law passed to strike qown 
these sales, he was representing· your 
department in the suit pending on these 
same things in the District Court? 

. A. That is true, because everybody 
knew we had a controversy started if 
that law was going to be introduced. 

Q. Yes? 
.. A. The purpose of the postponement 
was that a law might be introduced to 
tak'e the land off the market. 

Q. Now, then, General Pollard, I 
believe, now, if I understand you, that 
it was your opinion as a lawyer-now, 
I want to get this just exactly cor
rect-that it was your opinion that Mr. 
Robison had the right to ignore the 
leasing Act of 1925 and to refuse to 
act under it until the Legislature could 
meet and repeal it? 

A. My opinion is stated in the offi
cial opinion of the department given to 
Mr. Robison, on his right to postpone, 
in language that is clear and unmistak
able; because the law was mandatory 
and required the sale once a month, 
that he had the authority and that he 
had the right to postpone it so long as 
he had the sale within the month. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, your 
whole idea, though, in that matter, was 
by any means on earth to hold up those 
sales until the Legislature could meet 
and repeal the law! Isn't that what 
you told Judge Freeman a while ago, 
that that was what you were. trying 
to do? 

' A. That wasn't my whole motive. 
My motive was to arrive at the law
at what the law was. If I had reached 
the conclusion tbat the sale could not 
have been postponed, I would have so 

advised him officially, · rega~dless of a.ny 
criticism that might have come to me 
from any source. I gave what I thought· 
was the law. 

Q. It was suggested, too, that .i!lie 
of the motives was the patriotfo one 
of preventing loss to the University. 
Wasn't that one of the things that was 
urged in the conference? 

A. That was one of the things that 
was discussed, that the University ought 
to get out of this land all it could, and 
ought to be placed in a position where 
it could traffic and trade in it, just like 
individuals did, in mineral-bear-ing 
land. 

Q. Just traffic and trade in it Y 
A. Just traffic and trade in it. The 

consensus of opinion in the conference 
was that everybody there would join 
in preparing. an act and getting from 
the Legislature a practical law, under 
which the· Unh•ersity Regents could get 
every dollar possible out of mineral· 
bearing lands. 

Q. Yes'? Isn't this true, General Pol· 
lard, and don't you know it is a .Jact 
that this is just exactly it: That the 
Board of Regents, including Judge 
Batts, who is attorney for the Gulf 
Production Company, wanted to get 
hold of tbese lands, so they could, ,as 
you say, bargain", trade and traffic in 
them, and take them out of the hands 
of J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner, 
who. has been handling these things for 
a quarter. of a century? 

A. It is not true. 
Mr. 

0

Allen: One moment, Mr. Chair· 
man. We object to that. 

A. It is not true. 
Mr. Allen: Well, all right. 
Q. At least the discussion wa's gone 

into in this conference that they wanted 
to be taken out of the Land Office and 
turned over to the Board of Regents', 
or some committee? 

A. It· was not. 
Q. That wasn't discussed, you say, in 

your hearing? . 
A. Never any kind of discussion 

about putting it in the hands of the 
Board of Regents, or any other officer, 
or set of officers. The discussion was 
that the important purpose was prin· 
cipally that the University could get 
out of them every dollar that was pos· 
sible. There was no intimation 'that 
the Board of Regents wanted to man· 
age it or take it out of the hands of the 
Land Commissioner. 

Q. General Pollard, I will ask you 
if you know, or do you know, that at 
the time all of these matters came up 
the Gulf Company, one of the big com· 
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panies of Texas, was the owner of min
eral rights in thousands of acres out 
there in West Texas? 

A. I do not know the extent of the 
holdings of the Gulf Company, nor do 
I know whether they had any at all. 
I have never had any litigation which 
involved any of the holdings of the Gulf 
Company except the snit in Hutchinson 
County. I don't know how much they 
own, if any at all. 

Q. I will ask you, General, .if yon 
know, whether in this conference, and 
probably at one time in your office, the 
matter came out that one of the reasons 
why it was not wanted to make these 
sales in January was because if these 
1ields were opened up in Ward and An
drews Counties of these University 
lands, that the production would be in
creased and the price of crude and gaso
line would go down? Wasn't that one 
of the things behind it? 

A. I don't think so. At that time 
there was a lot of controversy about 
the University fund, in connection with 
the conservation of oil in Cold Springs, 
and a few days ago, as to the prac
ticability of the conservation of oil by 
regulating the production of it, so as 
to keep the price up. That was gone 
into at that time, was a question in 
there at that time, and it has been in 
this State, and all over the United 
States for the last year or more. 

Q. Well, you did hear it urged, Gen
eral Pollard, as a good reason in op
position to the stand taken by the 
Land Commissioner, that it was not 
economy at that time for the Land 
Commissioner to advertise these lands 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. That it was not economic? 
A. It wasn't wise, and it was a 

wrong time to sell them. It was an 
economic error on the part of the Board 
of Regents to put the lands on the 
market. 

Q. An error from the standpoint of 
whose interest? 

A. The interest of the University 
of Texas. 

Q. Well, isn't it true, General Pol
lard, and don't you know that. that 
these fifty thousand acres, that it has 
come out in the testimony and it is 
established that more than $75.00 an 
acre was offered and paid into the Land 
Office on that fifty thousand acres? 

A. I don't know how much. 
Q. And don't you know that this is 

wildcat" land; that is to say, it has 
never been drilled on? 

A. I know it has never been devel
oped, yes. 

Q. vVell, would like for you to 
explain why it would not have been to 
the interest of Texas to have received 
over $75.00 an acre for 50,000 acres 
of wildcat krritory 1 

A. Because they may get ten times 
that much a few years hence. 

Q. And they may get nothing, isn't 
that true? 

A. And they may get nothing, is 
right. 

Q. Yes, in other words, would you 
say it is to the interest of the Uni
versity to gamble on that $856,000.00 
that Gibson, Johnson and others of
fered, in the long run, that that is 
an economic sin, is that ri€ht? 

A. I don't know what you would 
call it, whether you would can it an 
economic sin or not; but in view of 
the conditions in West Texas, where 
this land is situated, and the develop
ments out there, and the future hopes 
and prospects, it was wise, in my judg-
ment for the University not to sell 
their lands on the 2nd day of January 
of this year. 

Q. That it was wise in your judg
ment? 

A. Yes. That was the general opin
ion of everybody present, includiI>g the 
Land CommiSRioner; at least, I heard 
no dissent. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, in answer 
to my questions awhile ago as to 
whether it had been urged that the 
sale of these lands be placed in the 
Board of Regents, I want in that con
nection to read Section 9 of your peti
tion, filed in the district court of Travis 
county-and this petition was the peti
tion which was presented to Judge Cal
houn, asking him to enjoin temporarily 
the Land Commissioner from making 
the sale. Now, I will read it. 

"9. That the Legislature of the State 
of Texas will meet on .Jan nary 8th, 
1929, and there has been prepared dur
ing the course of the last few months, 
as is well known to the defendant, J. 
T. Robison. certain drafts of legisla
tive hills, looking toward a repeal of 
Chapter 71 of the Acts of the Thirty
ninth Legislature, putting the power 
of the sale of University mineral lands 
in the Board of Regents of the Uni
versity of Texas. That the said Board 
of Regents has repeatedly and consist
ently opposed the action of the Land 
Commissioner in undertaking to fore
stall the repeal of the law by the Leg
islature by putting the University lands 
upon the market for sale on January 
2nd, 1929." 
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Now, then, is your petition trut• or 
untrue! 

A. The petition-I ,.;uppose )Ir. 
Trueheart drPw it after a "on f Prl'IH'e 
with the Board of Hegenb. aiter tlwy 
had passed their resolutio11, ,\fr. Holli
day and )lr. Crane, and I -uppusc he 
got his information in that r<•oJ><'<'l from 
the Board of H<>g"l'Hts. 

(,J. In otlH'r wonl!", a.; a prarticctl 
matter, <:enl'ral l'ollanl, i,.;n't this the 
fart: That not" ithstamling that the 
to0um of *7 .J.00 an <ll're was being otf Pre<l 
for that wil1l"at territory, and that till' 
1nonry wa~ thPn' on df'jiosit. and that 
that sum is the biggest amount that 
wa~ t•\·rr offl·n·d hv nnybodv for wil<l
eat la111l i11 th" ~tafr ·of '[',,,.,,., that 
your Dt-partment. acting with tht) Re
g'l'Jlt~. \\'t•nt into the district court and 
toil't up as a n•ason for Pnjoining the 
salr aud preve11ti11g the gl'tting of that 
money. that tlw Le~islatnre was going 
tu rnel't on .January 8th and pass u 
law turning" it all o\'er to the Bounl 
of HegPnt.:-',-that is true. i~n't it~ 

A. That is true. ""' didn "t know 
how mut·h 1noneY had lwPil hid. The 
hids ha<l 11ot hPt:n opened. and nob0<!y 
k1ww whether fil·e dollars, or fh-e mil
lion <lollars was hid. That wasn't the 
qun~tion l1C'forc us. 

Q. It hnd been made known through 
the pn',.;s, had it not? 

A Xot at the timr that suit was 
fil<'<I, hl'cnU'<' the bids had not he<'n 
ope'1t•d. They were opened after tht' 
•uit was filed. 

Q. Yes, sir. General. 1 will ask 
vou this: You ha\'e been intNl'stl'd in 
th(' rniversity, bt•l'll a ~tUdPnt thPH•, 
hn,·en't nm?· 

A. X ~. . ... ir. I rn .. •\·f•r wa~ a !';t u<lrn t 
nt the l'nin•rsitv. 

Q. But. I sa):. you han studied till' 
ntTnir~ of thr U11in·n-dtv. kno\\ ~onw
what of thr- tina11('i;11 <'<;rnlit ion nf thP 
srhool, don't. vou ~ 

A. Yt's. sit:. 
(~. And ~thuut tlio~l' land~ Y 
A. YPs, ~ir. 
Q. You an' ea!led upo'.I to advisP 

tlw Board l,f HPg-rnt~. ar<'n't yon, as 
Attor11P\' G<>nerul? 

.:\. \._rs, sir. 
Q. ~ow. thC'n. I am going- to a~k 

~·on tlii~ qti<•:-:tion: You say thPre wa~ 
going to l1P g-reat lo~~ to tlu• Unin·r· 
t:.it\·. I will n~k vou if vou know. or 
if \·on l'\'"l•r ]ward (;f tlll' C

0

nhl'rsitv laud 
le:{f'.t•s lu•i11~ soltl for a!'l high pri°ce-s as 
Wl'ft' otTPrPd at thi' la~t ~alt·~ 

A. lf yuu an• kt·t>ping up with the 
prh·r~ that i·nhprsitv lands have 
hroug-ht. you know tk;t iu fal't thry 

ha\'e leased very little on which any 
oil <"llll be produced. I wouldn't under
t a kP to compare the prices in these 
hi1l; with any in the past. Besides, the 
•1 •wstion of time--

Q. Well-
A. -and the l'Onditions at the time 

these bids were made, they might be 
otltogether different from those that ex
isted at the time bids in previous years 
wen' made, there would he no fair com
parison hetwe .. n lh<'m so far as the 
amount of the hid is concerned. 

Q. Now, General Pollard, I will ask 
vou if you know this. and I will ask 
~-ou if h isn't truP, that at the time 
these advertisements were made for the 
sa ll', on ,January 2nd, of the 50,000 
acres of land, isn't it true that at that 
1·ery time the larger companies in the 
State of Texas had already acquired 
qnite a big acreage of this University 
la11<l in \Yes tern Texas! 

.-\. I don't know the extent of the 
ownership of the large oil companies 
in the Uni\'ersitv lands. All the knowl
Pdge I have ·as" to any oil companies 
owning any University land• is with 
reference to those in Reagan county, 
a111l they are not owned by what are 
tPrnll'd the major oil companies of 
Texas-they are large companies, but 
not the Texas major oil companies. 

Q. Well, General, you stated a 
moment ago that one of your reasons 
in acting as you did was because you 
personally thoug"ht it was to the in
tPrest of the L'niversity? 

.-\. Yes, sir. 
l/. That it would he to the inter

pst of the tTnhersitv? 
_.\. The prime moving causr of the 

injunction ,uit heing filed was a reso· 
lution pnssPd h~· the Board of Regents 
of the l'ni\'ersity direeting me as At
tnrncv <len,•ral tu institute the suit. 
I al'led on that resolution: I don't 
know whether the suit would have been 
filed if th<• rc•solution had not been 
p:u-sed 01· not-probably it would, I 
felt that it should, and we wore dis
<'ttssing" the a<hisabi!ity of filing the 
>nit. in mv otfiee at the time the Re
g .. uts ram;, in un1l brought the resolu
tion of thP Board. 

(/. GP1a•rn I, I will ask you to name 
tlw nwmhers of the Board of Rrgents 
who tn,ok t lw g"l'euter part in thi~ mat
t•·!'. if you reoal\ ! 

_\, \\"ell. .Judgr Batt" was intHested 
in it. I think )Ir. Cranr came with 
~Ir. lloh Tlolli<lav to ll1e officr and 
h1· .. 1wht tlw resoiution. )!y recollec
tion ~ii; that )Ir. It. G. Storey was also 
pn~~ent. 
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Q. And Mr. Holliday also was here, 
wasn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was considerably interested 

in the matter 7 
A. Very considerably. 
Q. What is his occupation? 
A. He is an p.ttorney at law at 

EI Paso. 
Q. Does he represent-or don't you 

know that he represents several big oil 
companies out there in West Texas? 

A. I do not. If he does, I never 
heard of it. 

Q. You never heard of that? 
A. No. 
Q. Well, I will ask you this, now: 

General, on the basis of the interest 
of the University that in the event dry 
holes should be drilled out there in the 
near future, and condemn that 50,000 
acres of land, so that it would become 
worthless, then, I will ask you, would 
it he to the interest of Texas and the 
University to take that $856,000.00 or 
turn it down 1 

A. Well, you are getting into the 
field of specu,lation in the oil game. 
Certainly, everybody knows that if the 
leases turned out to be dry, that it 
would be to the interest of the Uni· 
versity to take the $856,000.00 rather 
than nothing. 

Q. !Well, -? 
A. It is a speculative proposition. 
Q. Yes, certainly it is speculative. 

But that is the hazard the University 
is running, isn't it? 

A. You run a hazard at all times 
when you postpone the sale of any real 
estate, whether it has got minerals on 
It or not, it depends on future devel
opment, every man that owns a tract 
of land is running a hazard, regardless 
of what the price is. 

Q. Now, I want you-you stated a 
moment ago, and I believe you an
swered the question, but isn't it true 
that in Section IO-that in Section IO 

• of your second petition filed in the 
district court of Travis county, you. 
allege as one of the grounds for a tem
porary injunction the fact that the 
Land Commissioner had refused to do 
what you told him to do? 

A. I think so. . 
(The proceedings were interrupted for 

a moment by the recei:pt of a message 
from the Senate, after which the in
truduction of testimony was resumed 
as follows, towit) : 

Q. General Pollard, I want to read 
one of the allegations that is contained 
in your petition to enjoin the executive 

of the Land Office. It is Sect.ion IO 
(reading as follows, tow it) : 

"That the Attorney General of the 
State of Texas has officially advised 
the defendant, J. T. Robison, upon his 
written request. for such advice, that 
he had the power to postpone the sales 
advertised for January 2nd, 192!1, until 
some later date in January, but, he 
says, defendant has refused to follow 
this advice with reference to the land 
hereinbefore described, for which he 
claims that he had a specific demand 
by virtue of the law before referred to, 
received in the Land Office November 
19, 1928." 

Now, then, you say you were merely 
"advising him," and in this you set up 
as one of the grounds for the extraordi
nary writ of injunction the fact that 
he refused to do what you told him to 
do-isn't that true? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is sworn to by C. W. 

Trueheart? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Assistant Attorney General. Then, 

that being true, doesn't that indicate, 
General Pollard, that Mr. Trueheart was 
endeavoring to have ,the Land Commis
sioner do what he wanted him to do? 

A. Well, we were basing the appli
cation for the injunction on the propo
sition that the Land Commissioner had 
been advised as to the course he should 
pursue, by the department of the Gov
ernment which, under the Constitution, 
was his legal adviser, and he had re
fused to follow that advice-as one of 
the reasons the temporary injunction 
should be granted. 

Q. Yes. Now, General Pollard, as I 
recall it, as I understand it, you per
sonally did not have much to do with 
this, as I remember, but, as a matter 
of fact-to get to the bone of the mat
ter-isn't it true that Mr. Trueheart 
all the way along became the zealous, 
intensive and radical advocate for the 
Board of Regents in their views, for the 
proposition of taking the lands from 
the Land Commissioner's office and 
turning them over to the Board of Re
gents, and that he was not acting delib
erately and calmly, as a judge of law, 
giving an opinion, but was a· zealous 
and intensive advocate on the part of 
the opposition to Mr. Robison? 

A. That is not true. 
Q. You don't think that is true! 
A. Mr. Trueheart never acts on any

thing except deliberately and calmly. 
He is the most careful, painstaking 1 

man in his opinions and in deciding 
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upon things that he should do that I 
have ever come in contact with. 

Q. I don't think that answers my 
question, General, to say that he is 
calm and deliberate. I am asking you, 
though, isn't it true that in this matter 
he went beyond the point of merely 
giving advice as Attorney General, and 
actively insisted that the Land Commis
sioner should do certain things-that is, 
postpone the sale of the lands, for in
stance? 

A. He insisted that was the law, 
and that he had the right to do it, and, 
in view of the conditions, that he ought 
to do it. But he did not occupy the 
position of a partisan of anybody; and, 
so far as that is concerned, I vouch for 
and endorse and confirm and approve 
everything that Mr. Trueheart did in 
this transaction. 

Q. Yes, including Section 10 of this 
petition 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In which you set that up as a 

ground for injunction, the fact that the 
Land Commissione.r did not obey him, 
Mr. Trueheart? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is, your _department? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As a ground for injunction 1 And 

do you think, as a lawyer, that was 
_ ground: for injunction? 

A. I think it was one of the reasons 
why an injunction ought to have been 
granted. 

Q. In other words, your opinion of 
law is that any executive of this State-
outside of the Governor, of course-
ought to be· enjoined from doing an act 
that you advise that he should not do? 

A. I don't say that, I don't mean 
that. I mean that under the peculiar 
circumstances of this controversy, that, 
the legal department of the Government, 
having advised Mr. Robison as to what 
the law was, he ought to have followed 
the advice, as he stated in conference 
that he would do it. 

Q. Now, do you recall, General Pol
lard, in this bill of January 11th, which 
repealed the leasing Act of 1925, and 
specifically demanded that the sales be 
not made and that everything be can
celed and wiped out and done away 
with, do you particularly remember 
Section 3, General, of that act? 

A. I do not. I wouldn't undertake 
to state the wording of that act. I 
know the general tenor of it, is all. 

Q. You do not remember that Sec
tion 3 of that act provides that all of 
those lands advertised for sale on Jan
uary 2nd, 1929, and not withdrawn, that 

the Land Commissioner is',· ordere~ nJt: 
to make that sale and that such sale is 
hereby recalled and canceled, etc. 1 · 

A. I remember that that was in the 
act. I know that the purpose of. the 
law was to prevent, if possible, by a 
legislative act passed at that time, the 
Land Commissioner from selling a single 
acre of the University lands. 

Q. That were advertised 1 
A. Advertised or otherwise. 
Q. Now, are you further acquainted 

with the fact that when that act came 
before Judge Moore, in the District 
Court of Travis County, that he held 
Section 3 of that act void and. uncon
stitutional? 

A. Yes, l know that. 
Q. After hearing the attorneys for 

the State, the attorneys for the Land 
Commissioner, and the attorneys for the 
intervenors, Gibson, Johnson and Ren
aud and the ·intervenors, Campbell and 
Brown? 

A. Yes, sir, I do; that is true. 
Q. That that matter is now pending 

in the Supreme Court of Texas on ques
tions certified from the Court of Civil 
Appeals at Austin? 

A. Yes. 
Senator Price: That is all, Mr. 

Speaker. 
Judge Freeman: May we have just 

a minute for conference, before we be
gin our redirect? 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
• Re-Direct Examination. 

By Judge Freeman: . 
Q. General, ·at the i·equest of a mem

ber of the Committee, I propound to you 
this question : Has the policy of the 
1925 Reappraisement Act as amended 
by the First Called Session of the T.bir-· 
ty-ninth Legislature ever· been challenged 
in the courts, and has such amendment 
been reviewed by the Supreme Court? 

A. Not that I know of. 
A Member: I couldn't hear that ques

tion. Will you read a little louder 1 
Q. The question reads: Has the · 

policy of the 1925 Reappraisement Act 
as amended by the First Called Session 
of the Thirty-ninth Legislature ever been 
challenged in the courts, and has such 
a"mendment been reviewed ·by the Su
preme Court? Did you get it? 

The Member: Yes. 
A. I don't think that any portion of 

that act has come under the review of 
the courts; if so, I have no i·ecollection 
of it. The original act was passed in 
1925, amended in 1926, and I don't 
think that it has ever been before 'the 
court. 
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Q. Did the Land Commissioner ever 
ask, so far as you know, for a sup
plemental opinion on the question dis
cussed in the departmental opinion in 
evidence? 

A. Not that I know of. 
Q. You have been asked, General, 

about your individua;l opinion on the 
question discussed. Does the depart
mental opinion reflect your individual 
opinion at this time and at the time it 
was given? · 

A. Always-the departmental opin
ion always reflects the personal opinion 
of the Attorney General and the major
ity of his assistants. 

Q. At the time Judge Batts and Mr. 
Holliday, Mr. Crane and Mr. Storey, 
members of the Board of Regents of the 
University, were discussing these mat
ters with you, were they discussing this 
matter purely ana solely as members of 
the board, or otherwise? 

A. Absolutely as members of the 
Board of Regents. 

Q. You have testified, General, that 
at the time this discussion was had 
certain legislation was expected to pre
vent the sale of the lease of University 
lands?· 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did that legislation materialize or 

become a law? 
A. It did. 
Q. At the time the petition for in

junction was filed and at the time these 
discussions were had, had you and the 
Attorney General's Department knowl
edge of instances where sales of leases 
had been made of University lands for a 
small consideration, from which great 
production had been obtained? 

A. We didn't have any method of 
keeping up with the consideration that 
was paid for those leases to the Land 
Commissioner, no records in our office 
in regard to those things at all. We 
never knew when a lease was made and 
what the Land Commissioner got for it. 

Q. I w~U ask you this question, 
General: From knowledge otherwise 
obtained in any way, did you have that 
information? 

A. Well, I have formed the opinion
Mr. Smith: Judge Sinks, of course, 

we object to any opinion that the wit
ne.si; may have formed as to the acts 
of the Land Commissioner. Let him 
testify as to what he knows. 

Judge Freeman: The question is 
withdrawn in the interest of time. 

Q. General, can you supply to the 
Committee a copy of the resolution of 
the Board of Regents requesting the 
filing of the injunction suit? 

A. I am sure I can; I have the files 
in the office. 

Q. When Mr. Trueheart, or Mr. 
Crane, or someone testifies, will you be 
good enough to send the resolution, or a 
copy'? 

A. I will be glad to. 
Q. That is all. 
(VVitness excused.) 

The Speaker: Are you ready for the 
next witness? 

Mr. Allen: The next witness is Gov
ernor Moody. 

The Speaker:. I want to ask the 
unanimous consent to hear Mr. Wade. 
Mr. Wade has been waiting all morning. 

(By unanimous consent, Mr. Wade 
was permitted to address the members, 
and he invited them to make an auto
mobile trip to Fredericksburg, Mason, 
and other points of scenic interest on 
Sunday.) 

Mr. Rountree moved that the Com
mittee rise, report progress, and recess 
until 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. ---- offered a substitute mo
tion that the Committee rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to stand ad
journed until IO o'clock Tuesday morn
ing. 

Mr. Rountree's motion to recess until 
2 o'clock prevailed, and the Committee 
thereupon adjourned at 11 :45 o'clock 
a. m. until 2 o'clock p. m. of the same 
day. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The House of Representatives met 
pursuant to adjournment at 2 o'clock 
p. m., Saturday, June 15, 1929, where
upon the following proceedings were 
had: 

Mr. Forbes: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Parker. 
Mr. Forbes: I move that the House 

resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole. 

The question was taken and the mo
tion prevailed; whereupon the following 
proceedings were had: 

Governor Dan Moody, a witness in 
behalf of the proponent, having been duly 
sworn by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. Governor Moody, you are now the 

Governor of the State of Texas, and. 
•vas Governor of the State of Texas in , 
December, 1928? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did you have any conferences or 
conversations during the month of De
cember, 1928, with the Land Commis
sioner, J. T. Robison, relative to the 
sale of oil leases on University lands? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About when did you liave the first 

conversation or interview with him upon 
that subject? 

A. I don't remember the exact date. 
It was in December. I would judge 
that it was suliscquent to the tenth of 
December and prior to the twentieth. 
I feel it was between those dates, and 
perhaps around the fifteenth, as near as 
I can come to it. 

Q. Possibly we can arrive at it in 
this wav. You were present the time 
when Attorney General Pollard testi-
fied? · 

A. Yes, sir; I beard part of his tes
timonv. 

Q ·And he stated that he felt quite 
sure that the interview you all partici
pated in at your office occurred on the 
twentieth of December. About how 
many days was it prior to that confer
ence in which you all participated that 
yon had your first connrsation with the 
Land Commissioner? 

A. I hM·e no independent recollec
tion of the date that Mr. Pollard and 
the others were present when we had a 
conference with Mr. Robison. I assume 
that is about the conect date. I would 
gay I think the conversation I had with 
M~. Robison on this subject was a mat· 
ter of three or four or five days, or 
such matter as that, prior to the con· 
ference between Mr. Pollard, Dr. Bene
ciict, Mr. Robison and Judge Batts and 
my~elf. 

Q. Tben that would put that prob
alilv alon" about the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
ur 'appro~imately that elate, of Decem· 
he,-. as near as you can approximate it? 

A. Somewhere along in that period 
of time, yes, sir. 

Q. Now. Gonmor Moody, I will ask 
vou to kindly state to the members of 
the Committ~c the occasion that brought 
about that interview or conference with 
the Land Commissioner, and state all, 
al-I nearlv as vou can, that transpired 
liPlwcen vou a~nd him on that occasion 
and in tl;at conwrsation relative to the 
sa]P of \eaRes of University oil lands? 

A. lllr. Allen. I didn't charge my 
mind with tht• dl'tails of that conversa· 
tion, lwram.;;t>, of <·our~e, I nc,·er had any 
icica I \tould c\·pr he called upon to 
give its details. The best I remember, 
I callee\ Mr. Rohisnn ancl arranged an 
appointment with him and discussed 

with :Uim the proposed sale of these 
l!ninr•itv lands. 

(~. At· the time you called him over 
the phone and arranged to make an 
appointrm•nt to discuss that with him, 
had yon learned at that time, from any 
source, that the University lands were 
being advertised for sale on January 2 
awl at nther elates during January! 

A. "''ell. before I took the matter up 
with him 1, of course, knew or had 
heard thn l they were advertised for 
sale. 

Q. Go ahead. 
A. Mr. Robison and myself perhaps 

ha•l more than one telephone conversa· 
tion before I first talked with him about 
it; and I know that Mr. Robison on one 
occn•ion, and perhaps on more than one 
occasiou, came to the office to see me, 
nncl I w'ls engaged and didn't get to 
see him: hut I think that one of those 
times at least was in connection with 
this matter; and there may have been 
telephone conversations between us 
about his coming over to see me about 
this matter of selling these leases on 
these University lands. 

Q. The telephone calls and conversa
tion resulted in an interview between 
you and Mr. Robison. Now, state kindly 
to the Committee what was said and 
\\hat transpired with reference to these 
matters in that conversation between 
yon and the Land Commissioner. 

A. The best recollection I have on 
the matter is that I asked Mr. Robison 
about what his plan was about it, what 
leases he was proposing to sell. In thal 
conversation I think I was finding out 
what the situation was, more than any· 
thing else. And then I arranged a con
ference between Mr. Robison and my
self and the other parties. But in this 
first conversation I could not undertake 
to give you details of that conversation, 
except that topic of discussion was the 
sale of the leases on University oil lands. 

Q. Governor, in the conversation, 
although you cannot undertake to de
tail the co1ffersation, I will ask you if 
in that conversation you learned from 
l\Ir. Robison that certain lands, consist· 
ing of a hundred and some odd thousand 
acres, was being advertised for sale on 
January 2, and about 1,457,000 acres 
of land being adrnrtisecl for sale during 
the balance of January; did you elicit 
that from him? 

A. I learned from him in that con· 
versation that some of this land was 
advertised for sale on January 2. The 
amount I cannot say that I learned in 
that conversation. I learned then at 
that time that at later elates in January 
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he was advertising more of the land
that is, leases-for sale at later dates 
in January; I believe beginning after 
the fifteenth of January. 

Q. And you do recall, I take it, that 
all told he proposed to put on the mar
ket and sell during January something 
in the neighborhood of a· million and a 
half acres of University lands? 

A. It was my understanding that the 
balance "of the University lands on which 
leases had not been ·sold were being of
fered for sale, and approximately in 
the neighborhood of a million and a half 
acres. 

Q. Exactly. Did you ascertain from 
Mr. Robison, the Land Commissioner, 
in that conversation that he regarded it 
as mandatory on his part to make those 
sales in every instance where demands 
had been made in writing for sales? 

A. Well, I understood from Mr. Rob
ison either at that time or in the second 
conversation, and I think it was at that 
time, in the first one, that it was his 
understanding that the law required 
him to offer for sale leases on Univer
sity lands where there was demand for 
them. 

Q. Every month, when there was de
mand for them, his construction of the 
law was that he had to make the sale? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you ascertained from him 

that, acting with that belief, he had 
advertised certain lands for which de
mand for sale had been made on Jan
uary 2! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Directly made; and then this 

other million and some odd acres, that 
was just in his opinion a general de
mand? 

A. Well, Mr. Allen, I don't know 
about that now. I couldn't testify to 
the details embodied in your question, 
but my understanding was that Mr. 
Robison contended that there was de
mand for the sale of the leases on th is 
land, and that he was offering it for 
sale. 

Q. All right. Now, after the talk 
with Mr. Robison about the matter did 
you .bring about any further conference 
between yourself and Mr. Robison and 
others with reference to this ma ttter? 

A. · Yes, sir. I arranged a conference 
between Mr. Robison and the President 
of the University, Dr. Benedict; Judge 
Batts, who I understand is Vice Chair
man of the Board of Regents, a mem
ber of the Board of Regents, at any rate, 
and Mr. Pollard, the Attorney General, 
and myself. 

Q. The occasion of your bringing 

about that conference was the assurance 
that you had at that time from the 
Land Commissioner that he felt called 
upon to make these sales in January? 

A. Well, the purpose of that confer
ence was, this land was advertised for 
sale, the leases on it, and it apparently 
was going to be sold, and the purpose 
of this conference was that these parties 
might discuss with Mr. Robison the 
wisdom of the policy of offering that 
land for sale in that quantity. 

Q. Was the purpose limited to that, 
or was it two-fold, to discuss the wis· 
dom and to provide a policy of making 
the sales at that time, and in the event 
it was not wise to discuss the question 
of whether or not he could postpone the 
sales until after the Legislature met? 

A. Well, yes, that was one of the 
things I had in mind, that it should be 
postponed until after the Legislature 
met. 

Q. Now the first lands that he had 
advertised for sale in January were to 
be sold on January 2? 

A. That was my understanding. 
Q. And what time did this Legisla

ture convene in regular session after 
January 21 

A. January 8, I believe it was. 
Q. Then at the time you were acting 

with these gentlemen in this conference 
you, of course, knew that after the 
eighth the wisdom of the sale of those 
lands under the Act of 1925 could be 
passed on by the Legislature and deter
mined by them, and such legislation 
enacted as they deemed in the interest 
of the University and the people of 
Texas? 

A. Let's see that question. 
Q. I say that at the time you were 

in this conference you knew that the 
Legislature would meet on January 8, 
and yon knew that by a postponement 
until after that date an opportunity 
would be afforded the Legislature to 
determine the wisdom of selling those 
lands and to pass such legislation as 
they deemed necessary to protect the 
interests of the University and the 
public? 

A. Yes, I thought if postponed until 
after that date the Legislature would 
have an opportunity to pass upon the 
wisdom of offering these leases for sale. 

Q. Then, having those things in view, 
you brought about the conference be
tween yourself, Mr. Robison and the 
other gentlemen you have named? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now I will ask you to kindly tell 

this committee as nearly as you can 
the results of the conference and dis-
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<'ll1"1Sion that took pliH'l' and thl' (_'Oil· 

< lu~iuns reached hy t ho~l' pn·:;ent '! 
A. \Vell, we di~<'H1-i~Wd tJu-. am11u11t of 

land. 'There wa~ soml' 111t•11tiun made 
of that. and thl' am111111t that \\as tu 
ht.• sold 011 .Janunrv :!, .11111 tl1l' amount 
that wa~ to l1p ~o.l1l 011 tht• ~u\1~l'1p1t·nt 
date~ in .Jarn1arv. You ll1Ilh•r:0.tand, of 
<'OlJr:-<l'. that "111'.n I ... ay :-;.alt· oi latHls 
J mPnn :-.all' of ll'ast·s· 011 l "11i\"l'f:o"ity 
land~. _\nd that wa~ cliseu~-.t>tl. I l"l!· 

nwmlu.'r that I took tlw po~ition that 
till' :-:L.1tutl' umler whidt ).[r. Hohi~on 
wa~ npl'rating wa1"i what I c·alled a <lc
vl•lopnll'nt statufr. and that l'1mditiuns 
hail "ha11g1·1l sinee that statuh• wa1 
passe<l, with respect to the lnn<l be
lo11gi11~ to the l;niver:-:.it.v; awl that I 
thought the Legislature ought to have 
an opportunity to detPrminr whethl•r 
or not it would continue the ll•gblative 
poli<"y <lerlarl'cl hy that statnt<'. ..\n<l 
1hat led to the diseu~sion of wlwther 
or uot the proposl'cl sale of tho>'e leases 
coulcl h .. postponed, ancl th<'rt' was a 
cli1"'<'H:-ogion about the r~ght of the Com
rnis.-.imwr to postpone tlw ~al" of the 
leasl':OO. .And the .Attorney Ge1wra 1 was 
tht>rP. arnl firRt we discussed tlw ques
tion ahout :\Ir. Hohi~on rrsting- undl'r 
a marnlato1T ~tatutP that he offer tlw~e 
h·a~Ps for s~le. 

l}. He <'all(•d your attc>ution, I he-
lic>vr. to the 'fhpfst•11 ·ease~ 

A. Yes, I n·nwmher hp nwntimwd 
that <·use, and \\'l' :-0p11t out aml g-ot the 
<•ast~. if I rPniemlwr. I am not sure 
that is tlw nanw. Anvhow, it was n 
<'Hf-'l' hl· l·itrd, <lPl'itlPrl ~uult>r thi~ stat
tJte. \\"p l1ro11ght thP co;uw in. and ).lr. 
Hohison sai<l that the t"ourt lwl<l that 
it wa~ mandatory upon him to offer 
thl':O:l' lt·a~l'S t"or :-;alt• wh1•11 tlll'n~ wa~ 
tlemnncl. at lt•a!-'t oHl'l' a 1n11nth. I 
took th.P l'a:-.P and n.•1.ul it: that i:-:. I 
n·ml part of it. Ht> indi1·ah'll tlw l't>l

ltmn to n'atl from in a volunw of thP 
~n11th\\t>:-0lt'r11 Ht•port:-; lw Juul. a11d l 
rt>ad a part of OH• rolumn. and :-;aill. 
''Y1111 arP mistakPn. Tlwn~ i-. 11othin}! 
in hl'rl' hol1ling thi:0> nuuHlator,v." .\ntl 
lw ~aitl. "You didn't hpgi11 far t•11tmgh 
up." I n·aU it 11\·1T agai11, awl I 
tho11ght. aftf'r rPadi11g- it. th:1t lw wa-. 
1·11rn•d, that th1· l'ourt hail hel1l that 
thl' ~tat11tP wn!ol mandatnr\'. and thnt 
lw wa-. r1 1quir1'1l tn ~I'll it t~111u1 1ll'nu1111l 
at thl• ti11w!ol spl'eilit>d in tlu• statnh>. 

<}. Duri11:.! t11P month·~ 
_.\_ l>11ri11g tli1• month. ,VP!'<., ~ir. This 

qut•stion 1•:11111• up ahont hi"' right to 
po ... t111Hw th1· -.al1· allll ahout till' wi.;:.
clnm of allowing- tlu• l.t>gi-.luhtft' to l\(•· 
t1•rmi111• \\l1t•th1•r thi~ land ~hould he 
i.;;old. '\fr. Hnld .. 1111 ~aitl lH• didn't knnw 

ahout his legal riirht to postpone the 
>'ale>. .Juclirl' Hutts cliscussed that some, 
ancl :\Ir. Hohison eitl•<l another case, the 
,[de of which 1 do not remember. \Ve 
",;,t and got that case. and I read 
that ease. - I think I read it all, and 
I think mavbe I read it aloud, or 
ma vht• '"'me ;.,f the others of them i·ead 
it. · l am certain l said it was my con
>'truc tion of th<' case that it was not in 
point. :\Ir. Hohison said he thought it 
was. At any rate, the question was 
what woulcl be the effect of postponing, 
on those who ha<l filed. 

\J. The question of vested right? 
.\. Yes, sir. Then finally, after this 

disl'ussion had g-one on for some time, 
I aske<l Mr. Robison I think about the 
. .\ttorney Gl·ncral's opinion in that mat
ter. After some discussion, Mr. Pol
lar<l sai<l that he thought that Mr. 
Rohison c·oulcl postpone the sales so as 
to give tlw Legislature nn opportunity 
to consider the matter. 

Q. To a lat<'r <lay in the month? 
• .\. To a later <la v in the month, 

vrs, Rir. I rememher' one sentence at 
iea><t in the con,·ersation that Mr. Robi
son saicl to :llr. Pollard: "Now, Claude, 
I don't want the Supreme Court to 
spank us"; that he wanted to be cer· 
tain ahout it; and tlH'Tl' was something 
~aid about writing n letter; and I un-
1lerstoocl from Mr. Pollard's expression 
that tlw lease sales could be postponed 
lo a later c1'1te in the month of Jan
uarv. 

ti. ~o that the Lej:!i~latu1-e could act 
llll it? 

. .\. '°""· sir. 
tJ. Xow at the reqtll'st of a member 

nf the House, that eonforence was prior 
to Dtlt•f'lllhl•r ~1. or ahout that time, 
l!J:!K? 

,\. I will tc>ll vou I think it was. 
lJ. Thi"' la:o;t l'~Htft•rPTI<'P? 
A. Yes. sir. This last conferenre 

wa' I think prior to the twentieth of 
l>t><·Pmhl·r. It might hnve heen on the 
'""'t1ti1•th or thl' t\n•ntv-first; hut right 
;lhont th1· t\\Pntit•th ~f DPremher Was 
t ht• f't•(ond l'OH\'t•rsat ion. 

<~. .\ft1•r thP Attornpy General ex-
prc•5sed th<· view that the sales, or the 
"t 11l·h1~io11 nf t1u~ ,:;.air~. could hr post-
1"""''1 nnt ii later <latP• during that 
... a nh· n1011t h. unrll'r the clP<'ision in the 
Thl'ist•n ra;1•, wlwrP the court held that 
tli1• act wa~ mandatory. waR there any 
t1wlt~r~ta111ling- then be-tween . those 
i''"''l'llt. as to what he woulcl do m the 
,.,-,.nt tho Attorney Genernl would fur
nish him a writt~n le~al opinion upon 
that subjert! 

A. I thhk the question was asked 
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about Mr. Robison taking the opinion 
of the Attorney General on this law 
question, and Mr. Robison said or in
dicated that he was willing to accept 
the Attorney General's opinion on the 
law question. T.hat was my under
standing about it. 

Q. Then when the At,torney General 
rendered his opinion, and Mr. Robison 
agreed to accept ·the opinion, the con
ference dissolved, did it? 

A. I don't mean, you nnclerstand, 
that Mr. Robison said then that he 
would accept that opinion Mr. Pollard 
had expressed there. There was some
thing about Mr. Pollard writing a let
ter. Mr. Robison said he was going 
to write Mr. Pollard a letter. I did 
understand Mr. Robison to say that he 
would be willing to accept the opinion 
of the Attorney General, which I un
derstood to mean an .opinion that he 
was going to write Mr. Robison in re
sponse to 1t letter Mr. Robison would 
write. · 

Q. You then considered the matter 
to all intents and purposes settled? 

A. ·1 ·paid no further attention to it, 
at least, for some days. I dismissed 
it from my mind and supposed :t was 
a settled matter; that if Mr. PoJlard 
changed his mind I would hear of it, 
and that if Mr. Robison changed his 
mind I would hear of it. 

Q. Then the latter part of Decem
ber did anything transpire that brought 
the matter to your attention again? 

A. Well, I had dismissed it from 
my mind, as I say, and I was ont on a 
ranch out west of Kerrville some time 
after Christmas. I can't give the ex
act date, but it was some time after 
Christmas that I went out there. And 
I got a telephone call from Mr. Sher
rill, a newspaper correspondent here in 
Austin, about the matter. I suppose I 
had better not state what was said in 
the telephone conversation. 

Q. Yes, unless there is objection, go 
ahead. I think they would possibly 
like for you to tell it all. 

A. Mr. Sl1errill said the suggestion 
of a special session of the Legislature 
had be~n made, and wanted to know 
what I was going to do? 

Q. For what purpose? 
A. For the purpose of ordering a 

postponement of tl1ese sales. I told him 
that 'I was out the1·ej hunting, and 
couldn't decide a question of that kind, 
and would be back in Austin the fol
lowing night, I believe it was. That 
was the first day I was out there, and 
I told him I would leave the next day 
and come back to Austin. 

Q. Did you do that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what trnnspil'ed, if any

thing? 
A. Well, the1·e was another thing 

about it out there. Mr. Holliday, Mr. 
R. L. Holliday, at El Paso, was trying 
to get in touch with me by telephone. 

Q. One of the Regents of the Uni
versity? 

A. Yes, sir. And he sent a tele
gram to a gentleman there in Kerr
ville, Mr. Baker, W. C. Baker, I think 
are his initials, which llfr. Baker deliv
ered fo me; had some communication 
from Holliday. T.Jien I came back to 
Austin, and when I came back I learned 
that Mr. Pollard had written that let
ter and opinion to the Land Commis
sioner. 

Q. An opinion? 
A. Yes, sir. I learned that that 

letter 11ad been prepared by Mr. True
heart. The question was considered 
about whether or not the leases that 
were offered for sale would be with
drawn and postponed until a later date. 
And I got in touch with Mr. Walker 
over the telephone, who is an employe 
in l\Ir. Robison's office. 

Q. Chief Clerk of the Land Depart
ment? 

A. I talked to him about the mat
ter, and then finally got in touch with 
Mr. Robison. He was at the Callahan 
Ranch down in South Texas. I had a 
telephone conversation with him about 
the matter. 

Q. State the substance of the con
\"ersation as near as you can? 

A. I told Mr. Robison I rmde1·stood 
that those sales that were set for Janu
ary 2 would not be postponed. That 
was the substance. 

Q. That you had learned that? 
A. Yes, ·sir; that I had learned 

that, heard that: that I had seen a 
copy of Mr. Trueheart's opinion, the 
opinion prepared by him ancl sent to 
the Land Department; that I "thought 
they ought to be postponed or some
thing; and I asked him when he would 
be back in Austin; that I wanted to 
talk about it; and he said well, that 
he would leave the next morning, and 
he said he would be in his office Mon
day. I says, "I will be at your camp 
in the morning." 

Q. In other words, you didn't feel 
that you could wait, and you decided 
to go to him! 

A. Yes. sir; I didn't think I could 
wait. I had planned a trip down in 
that country anyhow, and I told him 
I would be at his camp the next morn-
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ing. He said he didn't think it would 
do- Ill(' anv good hecnu~l' ht' WU~ 1Toincr 
to It-.ave .. there early in thr mo~ni11~ 
and was coming bark to A11'tin. and 
thnt he wouhl he hack here Satnnlay 
afternoon. I ~ays: "That i.1; too long. 
1 will mePt vou at llill .. ,·:· lit• .aid, 
"All right." 

0

nnd I nwt l
0

1im nt Dilley 
the following 1norniH,!!. wliid1 wn~ ~at· 
urday n1nrni11g-. 1Ln l' ."'lit got a cal 4 

l'llllar of Dl'l'PnthC'r'! 
<l. y,.,, "ir: I think then• i" one 

right lu•n•. 
~.\. Yl'~. sir: it wa:-<. on DC'remhr-r :!ll. 

1lw last ~atnnla\· iu llN'Pmher, Hl~H. 
which was thP "twenty-ninth. that I 
nwt him at l>ill,•v. 

<). How did ,v:m go, l1y nuton10Uile~ 
.\. \\"c Wl'nl in an automobile. 
(). \Yliu wt•Jit in thr 1·ar with vou '! 
A. )Ir. ("\anti TPPr. )Ir. l'nni l'agt•. 

A~ ... i~tant ~\ttortll'Y (~t'nl'ral. 

(J. \\"hat time ;lid ~··m g1•t to llill<'y? 
.\. \\'1•11. WP \0:11\<•11 II)' ill•ro• at Ans

t in that night. Frida~· 11iµ-ht. I went 
t~1 ~an . .:\ntunio allll :-<J1t•nt thc> night in 
:0-:an Antonio. I talkt•<l to )!r. Hohison 
aftc>r dark. ~onw t inw aftpr ~upp<'r. din
Jlt'f I gnl'~~ tht•y would t•nll it at Dal· 
la>. "'l'l'''r at Taylor. I tHlked to )Ir. 
Hohison after supper. and )Ir. Teer and 
)Ir. Paµ:P and mysrlf got .. oml' hunting 
paraphernalia atul put in tht• automo
hilr. ina~m11d1 a~ wl' w1•n• going- in 
tlH• rPg-ion of w}wn• tlH>y Wl'l"l' hunting; 
a1ul WP 1lron! to ~an .\ntonio and spPnt 
tht~ night thrre; nnd got up t•arly the 
lll'~t mornillg- a1ul dn1\ l" to Dille'.\'. I 
was to nwt"t him thl'rP at 7 o'l'lock, 
\Ve ~ot in tlwn.• ~otrn•\\'lwn• arounil 
ahout i. or a few minut<'~ aft<'r. A11cl 
T ft>tlWmlier it had ht>t•:1 \·erv fomry 
drivinj! down tht•re, nnd w1• · wen;-,..~l 
littl1• lat,•. \\"!' \Wilt into tlw hotl'l, an1\ 
didn't ,.;ee )Ir. Hohh•on, an1l phone<! 
down to tlH' Callahan Haneh and talked 
to the wife of the manager of the 
ran< h. and >he sni<l tlwv had ldt there, 
and W<' Wl'llt haek to· t!H' hotel. \Ye 
~aw a ear that \\"<' thought wa• Mr. 
Robis.on's, and we Wt"nt right in the 
hotel. and )Ir. Robigon walked out of 
the wash room. He was then• all the 
timC', hut \\'P didn't ~Pl' him heC'ause he 
was in the wa~h room denning up. 

(/. T!wn )[r. Hohison and yourself 
and )Ir. T1•t•r and )Ir. Paul Page went 
i11 tlw clining room to breakfast? 

A. y,.,_ sir. [ had had my break
fast. hut I hl'lien• I suggc"te1l that we 
go in nnd han• {'Off Pr. 

Q. And yon n•mainrtl in tht" dining 
room until al1ont 10 o'<'lork '! 

A. \Ye ha<l Paten breakfast before we 
left San Antonin. hut I proposed that 

we go in there an<l sit down and drink 
•t cup of coffee and discuss this matter. 
)Ir. Hobison went in there with us and 
his son was with us, I belie\'e. I 

0

don't 
think his son came in. But Mr. Page 
and lllr. Teer and Mr. Robison and rny
s1•lf were in the dining room. Mr. Robi
son had something to cat. and some of 
the rest of us took some coffee. That 
'"" somewhere along about !l o'clock, 
I would imngine. ·we talked there until 
1•verybody had quit eating breakfast and 
np until about 10 o'clock in the morning. 

(). Kindly tell the Committee, in 
~uln;ta1we, what was said, and what con
<'lusions were reached in that confer
en<"e? 

.\. had a copy of the Jetter that 
hnd gone from the Attorney General's 
Department to Mr. Robison: I handed 
thnt letter to him. and he read it O\'er, 
and took a pencil and made some marks 
nu this copy of the letter that I had; 
and he said that the opinion that was 
npressed in that letter was not sup· 
ported by the citation of an.Y anthori· 
ties: and thnt he had said that he would 
a<"<"Ppt the legn\ opinion of the Attorney 
t;e1wrul, hut that this letter eited no 
nnthorities in the matter. And I told 
him that I didn't know that there were 
auv authorities that could he cited on 
it." it heing purely a matter of whether 
Ill' eoulc\ postpone these sales until a 
later date in the month. :Mr. Hobison 
.... ai(l thi~ stntnte wa~ compulsory and 
hinding upon him. an<l that he did not 
haw any option in the matter; that he 
had to sell them, nnd that he had de· 
mands for them. He didn't name any 
of the people who had made demands 
for the sale of those lenses. but he said 
he had demands. and that he had told 
oomc people that \w would offer them 
for snle on those dates, and that he was 
goinj? to have to go on through with it. 
l undertook to present what I thought 
was the proper policy in reference to the 
matter from the standpoint of conserv· 
ing what the l"nh·ersity had out there. 
_\rnl )Ir. Robison stuck to his position 
nnd said that he had to do it. Then we 
g-ot on to the question of a special ses
sion of the Leg-islature, and that was 
discussec!; and finallv I told hill1 that if 
I had known that there was going to 
he any hedging ahout this thing that I 
would have called a special session of 
the Legislature to consider the matter 
as to whether these leases should be sold 
in such quantities and at such times. 

Q. Did you or not tell him that you 
had understood that the matter was 
,·irtuall\' al?reed on 1 

A. Yes, I told him that I thought it 
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was settled there by that conference. in 
the office. .And I told him I didn't want 
to call a special session of the Legisla
ture because it cost too much money. 
.And many things were said that I can't 
remember to repeat here. 

Q. You both got very earp.est in the 
conversation before it was over, I pre
sume? 

.A. Yes. I don't think anybody spoke 
a word in the conversation except Mr. 
Robison and myself, except one time 
Mr. Page asked two questions, I believe 
it was. But I don't think Mr. Teer said 
a word. So far as I know, in all this 
conversation, he never opened his mouth. 
Mr. Page can give you those questions 
that he asked better than I can. 

Q. Go ahead. 
.A. .And I believe Mr. Robison said 

that while he could postpone all except 
that upon which he had specific demand, 
and that if I would not call a special 
session of the Legislature he would 
come back to .Austin and postpone all 
upon which he had not had a specific 
demand, that he would have to go ahead 
with that on January 2. .Well, I asked 
him how much land that would be. He 
didn't know exactly, he said, but that 
he felt certain twenty sections would 
cover it. .And I figured it out on a piece 
of paper at·twenty times 640, and asked 
him if he was certain that would cover 
it, and he said he felt certain that would 
cover it. I told him I was not going 
to bind myself to call or not to call a 
special session of the Legislature; that 
I would not promise any man, in con
sideratiqn of hi111 doing something or 
not doing something, that I would call 
or would not call a special session of 
the Legislature; that it was an official 
duty that nobody could discharge but 
me, and that I was not going to enter 
into any agreements about the discharge 
of it. Mr. Robison reminded me that in 
the sale of these leases he was the only 
official charged with responsibility, and 
I recognized that. 

Q. .And that nobody had a right to 
postpone the sale of those leases? 

.A. I think that was said ; yes, sir. 
I asked him if I could depend upon the 
statement that he would withdraw all 
except that upon which he had specific 
demand, twenty sections, and he said 
yes. Several times Mr. Robison stated 
that he felt certain twenty sections 
would cover the land. So I got in the 
car, having anticipated that we could 
dispose of this thing without any diffi· 
culty-I: was disappointed, and I didn't 
think we ought to go on-and we turned 
around and came on back to .Austin. 

Q. .And gave up your hunt? 
.A. Yes, sir. I met Mr. Trueheart 

in San .Antonio and told Mr. Trueheart 
what had happened, and then came on 
back up to .Austin. When I got back to 
.Austin I found that the Board of Re
gents, or at least part of the Board of 
Regents, were fixing to take the matter 
up with the .Attorney General's Depart
ment. 

Q. I will ask you whether or not you 
recall whether Mr. Crane was in that 
meeting? 

.A. I don't know when Mr. Crane got 
to .Austin, but Mr. Crane and Mr. Holli
day came to .Austin, and Mr. Howard. 

Q. Do you know whether R. G. 
Storey came 1 

.A. I don't know whether R. G. Sto
rey came or not. I know those three 
men were in .Austin, for they came into 
my office. .At any rate, I got back to 
.Austin and found that the Board of Re
gents had taken up the matter of an in
junction suit. The .Attornely General, 
I think, had gone into the matter and 
had given it consideration. .And when 
I learned that the .Attorney General's 
Department were planning to look into 
the feasibility of the thing again I felt 
that thev were able to handle the mat
ter, and· there was nothing further for 
me to do in it, for the time being, at 
any rate. 

Q. .And the .Attorney General's De
partment immediately after that filed 
their suit for an injunction here, and a 
temporary order was granted, and it 
was out of your hands? 

.A. I knew by hearsay that the .At
torney General's Department did file 
suit. I learned that from· the assistant 
who was working on it and preparing 
the petition, and when I learned .that 
I told them to handle the matter, and 
took no further part in it. 

Q. You had no further connection 
with it until after th is Legislature met, 
and then you gave some suggestions, I 
presume, as to what should be done . 

.A. I suggested some things in con· 
nection with the Land Department. I 
don't remember whether I suggested it 
to the Legislature or not, but I con
ferred with members of the Legislature 
about a bill that was passed withdraw
ing this land from the market for the 
time being. 

Mr . .Allen: I see. Judge, have you 
anything you want to suggest? 

The witness is with you. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Senator Price) : 
Q. Governor, you say it was in the 
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tnonth of December last year when these 
negotiations-that io, th~ tnlk about the 
sales commenced-so all nf tht' conftor· 
enres or conversations that yon had 
with referen<'l' tu the matlt•r tw~·tnrt·ll i11 
the month of Deceml>l"r ~ 

A. All of tl10'<• I h:11,• told nhout 
here oc·c·urretl" in till' 111unth 11f I>et•em
ber, and I-now. if vun nH•a11 with ~Ir. 
Hohison and ;\[r. l'oilartl a111l llr. Bt•Jll" 
diet and ,Judgt' Batts. atHI I would say 
it was the 12th or 14th of the month, 
and mavl1t• it wa~ thi• 10th of the month. 

lJ. \·e~. ~·ow-
A. """" tht•n. I will •UV thi•-do 

you uu•un all in co1111petion \vith it. is 
lhat what you mean~ 

l/. The• 
0

whole thing. 
A. .\II right. \\'ell. now, if I am 

not rni•takt'n, lloh Hollid11\·--H. L. llol
litlay, a member of tht• honrd of He
:zrnts. from El Paso--lu• ~poke to me 
ahout that thing on<'t'. all<! that. I think. 
wn:-; l1eforl~ tht:> month of Drt'l'lllher--1 
think that wa~ along !'l-ome tinw about 
Thanksgi,·ing-. to tht• 1·fft·r·t that the"e 
lea~l's-tlwv onrrht Hot to ~·wll t liPtn, lml 
thl'y were· pr<~Josi11g- tu !'!ell thl•m- -I 
think he :-opokf• to Jilt' ahout it in Xo
\"l'mlier. 11u1,vhC', and I think I got a ll•t· 
tt.•r frnm him about it i11 Xo\ Plllhl'r
and. I don't n•n1t'mher--I think his h't· 
ter. perhaps. ""'" the tir~t that I heard 
ahont the matt(•r. ancl I fou11tl out afh•r 
tlrn.t-of C'ollf!-'l', l hear<l many peoplP 
talk about it. The univ ollit-ial e•mfrr· 
l'llt't'. that I han· mPn°tiot1t'd hl'fl', oc·
t·urn·d in Deet•mlit'r. 

</. Then, the fi"t int imution that 
you hacl from anv :-oource. a~ You rrmem
i.er it. was froin ~Ir. Holllda\' of El 
Paso, C'ithf'r i11 eonvt·r~ntion · or IJy 
letter~ 

A. \\'ell, I think the first infnrma· 
tion I had on thf' snhjt•rt was a }ptter 
from :'\Ir. Hollidav. Then the next that 
I htiard almut it, '1 think, was in a rou
wrsation with ;\Ir. Uollidav. an1l that 
conversation oc·rurn•d on th~ road from 
. .\11 ... tin tn ~an .·\11tonio; I wa~ going to 
San Antonio. wht•rC' I had an engage· 
nwnt to "peak hefore the Stnte Tead1ers' 
As•ociation, and ~Ir. IIollidav was here 
in _\u~tin, going to El Pas~. and ~Ir. 
~hearn )Jood~', of Galn~~ton. was driv
ing to ~an Antonio. and ~Ir. Shearn 
:Moody and ~OHJP _g'C'ntleman whose name 
I don't rt>call. arnl thi~ gpntleman's wife 
-:\Ir. ~Iood~· in,·itrcl mP to go to ~an 
Antonio with him, and :llr. llollidav was 
going to El Paso. 1"· ~an AntoniO, and 
I asked him to take 

0

'.lfr. Holliclav alon~. 
\Ve rode to San Antonio with :l!r: Shearn 
l\foodv, and on the road to San Antonio, 
why,' he mentioned th<' mat\t>r. Thnt 

was the first conversation there was 
about it, as I recall now. I think I 
hnd gotten a letter from him before 
that. And that trip was made. unless 
I atn mistaken, on Friday 1\fter Thanks
giving Day; I think that Mr. Holliday 
had heen here nt the football game on 
Thnnksgiving. and I think Mr. Moody, 
of Galveston, had been up here to the 
football game on Thanksgiving, and I 
think this wa• on Friday following 
Thanksgiving Da~-, that we had to leave 
a little earlv in the afternoon and make 
the run to San Antonio in time for me 
to fulfill my appointtnent down there 
nt the State Teachers' Association. 
I think it was probably Friday, which 
would he the 30th of November. 
\\'ouldn't it! 

Q. The day after Thanksgiving? 
A. Yes, I think it was the day after 

Thanksgiving. 
lJ. Xow, then, that was Wednesday, 

the da~· after Thanksgiving! 
A. Friday after Thanksgiving, is my 

recollection; I might be wrong on that, 
lmt I think it is correct. 

Q. At any rate, Mr. Holliday-R. L. 
Hollidny, of El Paso, first spoke to you 
about this matter! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Xow, then, who was the next per

son who spoke to you ahout the propo
sition of postponing or doing away with 
the sale uf leases of these lands! 

.\. The next person that I recall who 
spoke to me about it was .Judge Batts. 

Q. That is ,Judg-e H. L. Batts of 
Au~tin? 

A. Yes. sir. Xow, I am not positive 
that he wns the first one thnt spoke to 
me ahout it. I received some letters 
from other people later on about this 
thing. I didn't pay muc·h attention to it, 
I clon 't know that I answered them, I 
don't know whom they were from, I 
1lon't recall now. Numbers of people 
~poke to me almut that, and when the 
disC'ussion l'ame up, why, the newspaper 
men asked me some questions about the 
mutter; and when that oecurred, or its 
sequenl'e, I don't know. I didn't pay any 
attention to that, didn't charge my 
memory with it. 

Q. Xow. then, you have testified, 
flovernor l\Ioody, that· you had a con
ference, or mavhe one or two, with Mr. 
Hobison, the Land Commissionel'. I be
lieve you made it clear that all along 
in those eonversations with you and 
with ,Judge Batts and others, he took 
the position that, as a matter of law, 
that under the holding in the Theisen 
case, that it was his mandatory duty to 
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sell these lands when any citizen would 
file a demand for the sale 1 

A. 1'.es, I understood Mr. Robison's 
position all the time to be that. 

Q. He contending for that point? 
A. I understood his position a II the 

time to be that the law, that 'the stat
ute, ·had been held to be mandatory by 
the Supreme Court, and that it was a 
mandatory duty resting upon him to 
offer this land for sale, once a month, 
when there was demand, and that there 
was demand for its sale, and he was 
simplv carrying out a mandatory duty 
that ~ested upon him as Land Commis
sioner of the State. 

Q. Now, Governor Moody, did he not 
further make it clear to both you and to 
Judge Batts, and to other interested 
parties, that in his construction of the 
law of 1925, that one of the grounds 
on which it had been upheld in the 
Theisen case was this : That Mr. Theisen 
attacked this act on the ground that it 
delegated discretion to the Land Com
missioner to sell the Janel when he got 
ready, that was the contentio~ of Thei
sen. His reply to that, and m support 
of the validity, was that the Land Com
missioner had no discretion and that 
where a demand was made, that his 
duties were merely ministerial and did 
not involve any discretion at all; a~d 
that when once a demand was made his 
acts were purely ministerial, and that, 
therefore after having fixed the date, 
according to the statute, he had no dis
cretion to deviate from that or to change 
the arrangement? Did he make that 
contention to you? 

A. Well, that is a pretty long ques
tion, now, Senator. 

Q. Well, I don't mean just those 
words, but in substance, didn't he make 
that contention, Governor, all along to 
you and to the Board of Regents? 

A. Well, I <ian't answer that ques
tion "Yes" or "No." I don't remember 
any discussion of the various contentions 
in the Theisen case-or if that be the 
correct style of the case. 

Q. Yes? 
A. But I do remember that Mr. Rob

ison called attention to the fact that 
the court had quoted from somewhere, 
something that he had filed in the case, 
and had upheld the contention that he 
had made in the case; but whether the 
various conflicting contentions were dis
cussed or not, I don't remember. But 
I do remember and do know~you asked 
me whether Mr. Robison made it clear 
to others-I don't know whether he did 
or not, but he made that clear to. me 
at least, that it was his contention, his 

position, that the court had construed 
that statute as a mandatory one, and 
he had carried it out and offered the 
sale of the land once a month. 

Q. You are familiar, are you not, 
Gcwernor, with the fact that in the 
Theisen case the Supreme Court of the 
State quoted with approval the con
struction of the Act of 1925 as given 
hy the Commissioner in his brief,-you 
know that, do you not? 

A. The opinion speaks for itself. I 
remember the quotation came from the 
brief or argument that Mr. Robison 
filed. 

Q. And did you or did you not know 
that that quotation from that construc
tion given by the Land Commissioner 
follows this language of tlie court: 
"That.. as we interpret the act, it is 
the mandatory duty of the Commis
sioner to make sale of such leases when 

,there is a demand therefor. The Land 
Commissioner has uniformly interpreted 
the act in that way, saying in his an
swer . . ." Then comes the quotation, 
Diel you notice, in your investigation 
of the casc-

A. 'Vell, now, Senator Price, I have 
read that opinion twice in my life, or 
that part of it, and both times on that 
morning when Mr. Robison was in the 
office and I wouldn't take the chance 
to t~ll what the intent of the law is; 
there is some quotation in there, but 
as to my testifying that he quoted 
that~! imagine that has to be down 
there, if you will let me read it I will 
answer your question. 

Q. Well. we won't do that, I just 
wondered if vou recalled that? 

A. No. i noticed a quotation in 
t.her0 . that I understand came from his 
brief or argument, but what the quota
tion is I couldn't undertake to say; 
but my recollection is it was uphold
ing his contention that this was a man
datory statute. 

Q. I was just asking that question, 
Governor, because you were very active 
in having a postponement of that sale, 
or its not being made. And I thought 
you had probably gone thoroughly into 
all the law available on that subject 
before taking the position. But at any 
rate, now, you got into a kind of agree
ment-

A. Right there, Mr. Price, let me 
say something. I don't want you to 
understand me to mean by that state
ment I was requesting Mr. Robison to 
violate the law. I was not doing that 
at all, nor was anyboey else. The prop
osition that we were making was this: 
We didn't think anything about Janu-



198 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

ary 2nd, making the sale, but we 
thought it ought to be postponed in 
order to give the Legislature an op· 
portunity to determine whether this 
statute should continue on the books 
or be repealed, and we were urging on 
him-at least I was-that this Legis
lature was going to meet here in just 
a few days, that he set this thing 
down for some time later, and there 
were various things connected with the 
value of the land, what the University 
was getting out of it, the price that 
could be paid under this statute, the 
statute and condition of things that 
pertained with reference to this prop· 
erty, and we were urging on Mr. Robi
son not that he couldn't sell the land, 
but to wait and see what the Legis
lature said about it. and whether that 
statute would be repealed or continue 
in effect. 

Q. I understand that quite clea.-ly, 
Governor, that you were not endeavor· 
ing to get the Land Commissioner to 
wilfully violate the law; but the situa· 
tion was, he held one view and the .At· 
torney General held another. But he 
did make it clear, did he not, to you, 
when he asserted that he would not 
postpone these land sales for which he 
had a written and specific demand, that, 
as he interpreted it, if he could post· 
pone it one time, he could postpone it 
again, and that if he postponed it twice, 
he could postpone it three times, and 
that if that was the law, it woutd 
amount to this: That although the 
court had said the statute was manda· 
tory, yet, with the discretion, the Land 
Commissioner could refuse to make any 
sales at all. Now, in justice to Mr. 
Robison's position, did he not make that 
point clear to you and Mr. Holliday, or 
some of them! 

A. Well. Senator Price, I don't know 
how I couid answer that question, ex· 
cept to say this to you: When Mr. Rob· 
ison presented the argument that the 
statute was mandatory, we all accepted 
that proposition, as I understood it
certainly I did-there could be no ar
gument about its being a mandatory 
statute. But the proposition as then 
presented to Mr. Robison was t}\at that 
is nil right, you ought to follow that 
statute-I am not saying these are the 
words said, hut that is the idea pre· 
seuted about it-hut here are these Uni· 
versity lands out there, a million and 
a half acres out there-or some such 
amount; it is a tremendous amount of 
land to offer for lease at one time, we 
didn't know whether there was any 
mone~· for any such amount as that-it 

is sold under the statute-why', they 
say the fellow who pays ten cents for 
the fi~st year can get it, or some such 
low figure as that; the University 
hasn't got as much as some of us hoped 
for out of that property out there, it 
gave promise of being the most hand· 
somely endowed institution in the whole 
world, perhaps, and this statute was. 
passed to encourage development; · and 
in view of many things involved at this 
time, that they ought to wait to sell 
it, postpone the sale, until the Legisla· 
ture had an opportunity to repeal the 
law. 

Q. Yes, you made that clear in your 
first testimony as to what your desire 
was in having the Legislature meet. 
But now, Governor, you mentioned a 
million five hundred thousand acres. 
Yet this is true, isn't it, that when you 
had the Dilley conference, when Mr. 
Claude Teer and Mr. Page were pres· 
ent, that the Land Commissioner did tell 
you that, although he doubted his 
authority, yet, in deference to the opin· 
ion of the Attorney General he would 
attempt to postpone the sale of all of 
the lands-that is, of this million five 
hundred thousand acres-that he would 
postpone the sale of all, except those 
lands for which he had a specific-that 
is to say, a written demand for that 
sale! 

.A. Well, he said that he would post
pone all that he had advertised for sale 
-that is, for January 2nd-except that 
upon which he had a specific demand; 
yes, sir. 

Q. Yes. And when you asked him 
how many sections of land there were 
for which he had a specific or written 
demand, he said that he thought it 
would not exceed twenty sections! 

A. He felt certain twenty sections 
would cover it. 

Q. As a matter of fact, he made an 
estimate on it of twenty sections. And 
did he not make it clear that, notwith· 
standing that, he would attempt to make 
a sale, unless restrained, of those lands 
for which he did in fact have a written 
or specific demand! 

A. Well, ~ understood his proposi· 
tion to be that he was going back and 
withdraw all that for which leases were 
advertised for sale January 2nd, ex
cept that upon which be had specific 
demand, and that the land he had spe· 
cific demand on would he covered by 
twenty sections. 

Q. 
0

You were familiar with the fact, 
were you not, Governor, that there were 
out and bad been for some time, circu· 
lars that had been printed and gone out 
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to the people of this State and other 
States, that one hundred and three thou
sand acres would be sold on Janua1·y 
2nd, and you a1·e familiar with the fact 
that Mr. Robison, the Land Commis
sioner, postponed-I mean to say he at
tempted to postpone, the sale of all of 
that one hundred and three thousand 
acres except the fifty thousand acres, 
and also attempted to postpone the sale 
of all the balance of the million five 
hundred thousand acres 1 That is cor
rect, isn't it; didn't he issue the orders 
to that effect-or instrument? 

A. Well, now, Senator Price, I know 
that only from what I have seen in the 
newspapers and what I have been told, 
and I am not prepared to testify about 
that. 

Q. Well, you understand that to be 
true? 

A. Well, I have -never heard that 
questioned. 

Q. Yes. 
A. Now, here, your prnposition about 

my knowing that those lists had been 
printed and sent out-I think I saw 
the first one of those after I returned 
to Austin from Dilley; I learned that 
one had been left in the outer room of 
the Governor's office down there, and 
I saw that time the first one of those 
after we returned from down at Dilley;
that had been left there, though, some 
time before that. 

Q. Now, Governor, you did know, 
did you not, that this law had been in 
effect since 1925, and that sales were 
made under it on a competitive basis, 
did you not! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You understood that the law does 

not proviqe that you have got to sell to 
any particular person, but only to the 
one that pays in the most money-that 
is, royalty, or annual r_entals for five 
years, plus whatever bounty ur bonus 
he offered, and the highest bid, you knew 
that was _the general plan of the sale, 
didn't you? 

A. I understood that statute to pro
vide that it was to be sold on competi
~ive bidding, yes. But I didn't under
stand that any sales_ had ever been 
made under it. Did you mean to ask 
me if sales had been made? 

Q. Did you know that sales had been 
made in South Texas several months 
li~fore this and no question raised 
about it? 

A. No, I didn't know about that. 
But I understood Mr. Robison had 
waited selling under this statute until 
this case was decided by the Supreme 
Court-though I might be in error 

about that-that is just my under
standing about it. 

Q. The Supreme Court decision was 
handed down, or this motion for rehear
ing was overruled, in October-I believe 
it was in October-and, as I understand 
it, why, a sale was made prior to this 
time and no question raised about it? 

A. Well, if any sales had ever been 
made under that statute, I don't know 
if I had ever heard it, I don't know it. 
You gave me the first information on 
that. 

Q. Those_ were isolated sales; they 
were not of' great consequence? 

A. Wel!, I am certain I never heard 
of it before, Senator, until just now. 

Q. Yes, sir. Well, now, then, Gov
ernor, just this point: Were you fa
miliar at the time, along towards the 
close of January, along about January 
lst, and at the time in January-it was 
January 11th when the act was intro
duced and passed~did you keep up from 
the newspapers as to the amount of 
money that had been offered by the com
petitive bidders on some of those fifty 
thousand acres? 

A. I saw something in the news
papers about how much some of those 
bids totaled. 

Q. When you submitted-or, that is, 
when there was submitted, rather, in 
January-

.A. Pardon me, I think also some 
newspaper correspoqdents told me 
something about it. 

Q. Yes. Were you acquaint~d with 
the fact that, for instance, Gibson, 
Johnson and Renaud, for example, had 
offered not only the annual rental of 
ten cents but fifty cents rental, agreed 
to pay that, plus the royalty of one-, 
eighth, and, in addition, offered the 
University fund in their bid $836,000 
as a bonus, on part of these fifty thou
sand acres-did you know about that at 
the time or had it been 1·elated to you? 

A. When-in the latter part of Jan
uary? 

Q. Along in January, along from 
January !st to the !Ith? 

A. Well, Senator Price, you came to 
see me once, I don't 1·emember just when 
it was-it may have been in December, 
may have been in January, I don't know 
when it was. 

Q. Yes, that is correct. 
A. And you had two gentlemen with 

you whose names I don't recall. 
Q. And did we not state in that con

ference that we had with you, Gov
ernor, in reply to the accusation that 
some of this money was going by the 
board for nothing, didn't I tell you at 
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that time and assure vou that mv cli
ents. Gibson and Renat1d. not onl~· had 
offered it, but had that mmh ea~h up 
in the Land Office? 

A. f;enntor. yon dhln't tPII me how 
much they h:11! 'tii<I. Yo•1 told m<· that 
I w011lc! he snrprb•r<I that lhl' amonnt

Q. Prohahlv ~n ~ 
A. - nf ·~Offi(' of tho~p hi<l~. hut 

Yon c!idn"t tell 111L' alinut what thPY 
;,tft>rcd: that wmilc! 1,.. hcfor•· the hicis 
WPTl' opl'ned. ~·ou clidn't tt•ll 1ne how 
1nuC'h yn11r <'lil'nt~ hid l1t•fort• thr oprn
ing o( the bids. 

'Q_ ''""11. it was in the newspapers? 
A. \Yell. after these hidR were 01wncc! 

and thPre was something- in th<> new~· 
papers. J saw it in the m•wspapcrs, that 
RonH• large sums of rr10ney had heC'n 
offered for lea~P~ on those lands~ yes, 
sir. 

Q. Now. GO\·ernor. this was the first 
a<lvertised sale of any magnitude that 
had CYer heen triec! out under this Jaw, 
wasn't it? 

A. Except those isolated sales that 
have just been mentioned hy )lr. Smith 
-except what you autl lilt-. Smith told 
me, I am confident I never had at any 
time heard of the sale of any land under 
this statute until this matter came up. 

Q. In other words, at the time this 
agitation eame up-here is what I am 
clriving at, Governor: That there hacl 
heen no experience with any other sales, 
that no other sales of any consequence 
had heen advertised. and nobodv knew 
how much money it would bring at com
petitive sales. because there was no 
precedent, and nothing in the past to 
throw any light on it-isn't that true? 

A. Well-
Q. Under the conditions-isn't that 

true? 
A. Well, Mr. Price. I don't see how 

I can answer that question. I can only 
tell you this: That, so far as I know, 
this was the first time leases on lands 
of the University-or any other lands. 
for that matter-had heen offered for 
sale under the provisions of this statute 
of 1925; there may have been some 
made, but I don't know. You asked me 
if theretofore. in the absence of that, 
it wasn't known, what would be paid 
on it; I don't know that that would 
have anything to do with it. saying 
how much you got in Nolan County, or 
J1ow much you got in hids for land out 
here in Williamson. or out here in this 
oil territory. 

Q. Just to state it in short words, 
Governor. I will ask you this: As a 
matter of fact, you d~ know that this 

was reallv the first sale of any magni
tude und~r the law, and it heing a com
petitive bidding statute, neither you 
nor I nor .Jndge Batts nor Mr. Holliday 
nor anyone else could possibly know 
ho\\' much was hid until the bids were 
opened-how much it would hring! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And wasn't that practically the 

purpose of the act that was passed in 
l 92:"i, to get a way from a certain set 
price fixed. antl advocate to make sales 
through advertisement to the public, so 
that a greater sum could he received on 
account of competition-wasn't that the 
purpose of the art? 

A. Now. )fr. Price, I am going to 
ha ye to say this about that: It reminds 
me of the fellow who was trying a case 
in the justice court and called some 
member of the Legislature to prove 
what the purpose and intent of the Leg
islature was in regard to a certain law. 
That would have to be proved hy the 
statute. I would imagine, and I wouldn't 
undertake to testify as to the purpose 
of the statute. But my opinion would 
he that a competition statute would be 
a !Jetter way of settling it than to let 
some people come up and pay ten cents 
in money and get it; and that may 
ban been acting on the minds of the 
Legislature in enacth\g the statute. 

Q. That is exactly what I want to get 
at. Now. Governor, to get back to this 
agreement-when you came hack to 
Austin. as I understand it, after the 
Dilley conference, then you turned the 
matter wholly over to the Attorney 
General's Department and washed your 
hands of it-of the intervention; that 
is, you didn't take any active part, did 
you-or did you-in the suit which was 
filed in the District Court of Travis 
County! 

A. Well, Mr. Holliday and Mr. Crane 
and Mr. Howard, memhers of the Board 
of Regents, came to see me at the Gov
ernor's office, and told me that they 
had taken the matter up with the At
torney General's Department, with the 
view of bringing suit-injunction suit; 
and I think Mr. Trueheart, perhaps, 
told me in San Antonio that that mat
ter had been suggested. They brought 
me a copy of the petition, I read the 
petition hurriedly - I don't know 
whether that was the petition that was 
filed or not-but I read the petition; 
and they asked me what court I thought 
the suit had better be filed in, and I told 
them I didn't know, that was a question 
Mr. Pollard would have to decide. And 
after that I had nothing further to do 
with it. 
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Q. You turned it over to the Attor
ney General. I believe that is all. 

Mr. Allen: Governor Moody, I be
lieve that is ·all. Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 
The ·speaker: Who is the next wit

ness? 
Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Gen· 

tlemen of the Committee: With the 
exception of one witness, this closes our 
testimony in chief. As soon as we can 
secure the attendance of Mr. Trueheart. 
we will place him on the witness stand; 
and with his testimony, we will rest on 
behalf of the House. I presume that 
will be gratifying to the members. Mr. 
Trueheart, the Attorney General in· 
forms us, could not probably be gotten 
here today, and, under these circum
stances, we have no other witness now 
to put on. If they want to put on any 
person, we would like for them to put 
them on in person. And we will ask 
the House now to take a recess until 
such time as they deem proper to pro
ceed; and we will have Mr. Trueheart 
here at that time, we will put him on 
the witness stand, and we will then rest 
on behalf of the House. 

The Speaker: You have heard the 
statement Colonel Allen made. What 
is the pleasure of the committee? 

A member: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the committee rise, report progress, and 
take a recess and stand adjourned until 
Tuesday at 10 o'clock. 

Another member: Mr. Chairman, 
would you ask counsel for respondent 
if they would care to open their testi
mony this afternoon? 

The Speaker: I will put that •ques
tion to the counsel. 

Senator Price: No. The proponents 
have not concluded. 

The Speaker: All right. 
Mr. :M;oses: Mr. Chairman, W<' do 

not want to try to dictate, of course, 
to counsel for the other side of this 
controversy, but I understood counsel 
to say that they would, with Mr. True· 
heart, close the case. 

Mr. Allen: No-rest. 
Mr. Moses: Rest? In other words, 

that would be all of their testimony 
in chief? 

Judge Freeman: Unless, Mr. Moses, 
there is something we have over looked 
-but I think we have. 

Mr. Moses: Well, that will be un
derstood. Now, we don't want to be 
technica.l about it, not insinuating there 
is anything of that sort in the minds 
of counsel-I mean I don't want to be 
understood as insinuating that they are 
holding testimony back, but in this in-

vestigation I think the testimony of
fered in rebuttal should be strictly re
buttal testimony. 

Mr. Allen: It will be. 
Mr. M:oses: ·we can have an agree

ment as to that part. 
Mr. Allen : It will be strictly in re

buttal, or it would not be admissible. 
Mr. Moses: Because we, as. counsel 

for respondent, would like to have
if you call it "proponents," just for the 
sake of argument-the proponents-

Mr. Allen: Will you permit me to 
say a word? 

Mr. Moses: Certainly. 
Mr. Allen: Thank you. We will not 

offer any testimony in rebuttal except 
as we deem proper, in rebuttal of some
thing you have gone into, and we would 
be entitled to that right. 

Mr. Moses: And then, when they 
have concluded, then we will be ready 
to proceed. Now, if the committee will 
pardon me, there were some sugges
tions this morning abont hold/ing a 
meeting of the committee Monday. Re
lying upon the statement of so many 
members of the House-unofficially 
made, of course-and many of our wit
nesses living at such remote distances 
from Austin, I perhaps should not have 
done what I did do, and that was to 
tell them that if they got here Tuesday 
morning, it would be in time. I, of 
course. should have ascertained from 
those ·in charge of the proceedings be
fore making those statements-but I 
did make them, made them in good 
faith, under what I regarded as un
questionable authority to the effect that 
there would be no session of the com
mittee on Monday. And we will be 
ready to proceed whenever the attor
neys for the House have concluded their 
presentation of their evidence. 

The Speaker: As many as favor the 
motion that the committee rise, report 
progress, and ask leave of the House 
to recess until Tuesday at 10 o'clock, 
say "yea." 

(The motion prevailed, and the Com
mittee thereupon adjourned at 3:15 
o'clock p. m. until Tuesday morning 
June 18, at 10 o'clock.) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1929. 

MOllNING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at ll o'clock 
a. m. Tuesday, June 18, 1929, where
upon tlrn following proceedings were 
had: 

The Speaker: The House will please 
be in order. Wh~n we recessed Satur-



202 HOUSE JOUHNAL. 

day afternoon, we <lid so with the un 
derstanding that the Committee of the 
\\'hole would resume its work at I 0 
o'clock this mor11ing. I belieH• that 
when we recessed the :-;tatt>me11t wa:-; 
made by counsel for tlw proponents that 
they would lut\·e onC' mon• wituC'~~. )Ir. 
Trueheart. I helil'll' )Jr. Tr11..I1eart is 
in the House now. \\"ill the l'ommittet• 
return to status~ 

Mr. Pope (of .J•n1<•>): l moye the 
House ret-iolYe it8l'lf i11to a Committee 
of the \\"hole an1l lll'"<"Pt'd with the work 
under <'Onsidrration. 

The qur:;;tion was 1akrn a11d the mo
tion pr~·,·ailed, wherrupou the follo\vi11g 
proeeed mg~ were had : 

\\"Jipreupon C. \\". Trueheart. being 
dul.1· "'·om by the t'peakPr. testified as 
follows on 

llireci Examination. 

I Bv ::llr. Fret•man): 
(JH~·stion: Please state vonr nanrn to 

the Committee. · 
AnswPr: t'. \\'. Trueheart. 
Q. \\'hat is your o!lieial position? 
A. I am a l'pe<"ial As,;istant Attor· 

nc>\" Crneral. 
(~. How long haYe yon l1een ~pecial 

.Assistant Attonwv <1eneral ~ 
A. .\hont thre~· and a half Years. 
Q. During that tinw. wh,i"t h:n·e 

hP(~n your cluties-t1w particular snh
jeets with which you have dralt in that 
;~apacity? w 

A. t'uc•C'ee<ling "'.\Ir. Handolph ahout 
! wo and a half yrars ago, I took on'r 
land matters, watPr matter~ ancl hank
ing 1rn1ttrrs in the Attorney GC'nl'ral'l" 
DPpartment. · 

C1. Are you acqnainl<'<l with .I. T. 
Hohi~ott. CnmmissiutH'r of tht• Ct.•11t>ral 
Land Offirt>? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Did vou haYC' a t•o11versat.ion with 

him relath'.e to the rnle ur disposal of 
Pnin!r~itv lands or 1rasl's on mineral 
lands hcl~nging to the University dur
ing the latter part of last year? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. Can you state the elate, or the 

npproximnte date. of the C'Onversation? 
A. lt """ Natunlav before Christ

mas, whirh would makt~ it on the 22nd. 
I helien. of De<'emher. 

Q. \\'ho. if anyom'. ebe was present? 
A. Lloyd Pri1·r was prest)nt during 

part of the run\·prsati011. 
Q. That is. :-;,.11ator Llov<l Prire. of 

rounsel for :\Ir_ Hohiso11 ii; this inves
tigation! 

A. Yes. 
CJ. 11r. Tnwheart. wonlcl thank 

you to state to tlu• Commit tt.•P the con· 

1·ersation, as accurately and fully as 
you can. 

A. In pursuance of a con\'ersation 
just before had, that same morning, 
with l\lr. Pollard, and under instruc· 
lions from him. I went over to the Land 
Office to see l\lr. Robison. I had just 
gotten back to town at the time from 
a business trip, and had been !;anded 
that morning l1y i\Ir. Pollard a written 
inquiry in the shape of a letter from 
::llr. Robison to the Attorney General. 
The question had not been investigated 
l1y me at that time. I went over to the 
Land Otfice and. as I recall it, at the 
1loor, downstairs in the State Office 
huilcling, I met l\lr. Price. whom I 
know. aud he went on upstairs with me. 
I did not know him in relation to this 
matter of the postponement of the sale 
of the l'ninrsitv mineral lands or leases 
at that time. 

0

\Ye proceeded on np di
rectly into the private office of Mr. 
]{ohison. and I told Mr. Robison what 
1 wanted to talk to him about and 
asked and he said that it would be all 
right to go ahead and talk in the pres
t•nee of Mr. Price. I then made inquiry 
as to what ~Ir. Price's roncern was in 
the trnnsartion there. as I thought the 
conversation was in the nature of a 
priyate matter between the departments, 
ancl he told me that, or it was stated 
to me. that Senator Price was represent
ing rertain persons seeking to huy. I 
do not think that he named his clients 
at the time. It afterwards developed 
that it was Gibson, ,Johnson & Renaud. 
The <'onversation was somewhat along 
that line that dav. I had not had an 
opportunity to l~ok into the question 
"" a matter of law, but that I was per
suaded at once, with the information I 
had as to the status of oil properties, 
low prices of oil, low values on 1uineral 
lands or mineral leases at that time. 
that it would he had from the point of 
publi<" poliry to make this sale as slated 
for .January 2nd. and the other days 
suhsequent thereto, running through the 
month of ,January. 

(~. .Just a moment, C\lr. Trueheart, 
th.. written interrogation which the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office 
had addressed to the Attorney General, 
as disclosed in the record, relative to 
the rnatter of postponement of the sale 
of thPse lands-is that the matter you 
were discussing with him at that time 1 

A. Yes. sir. And Mr. Robison stated 
that he wanted my legal opinion and 
not my opinion on the point of policy, 
aucl I told him that I was ahout to leave 
town that afternoon and was going to 
San Antonio, wh<'re I have always 
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lived, where I have lived for a long 
time, and would look into the question 
as quickly as possible and advise him 
by letter. Mr. Price, during the latter 
part of the conversation, was not pres
ent. Mr. Robison followed me on out to 
the door, as I recall this, it must have 
been about the noon hour, because the 
office was vacant during the latter part 
of the conversation, and he remarked 
to me that he doubted his power to 
postpone those sales that he had adver
tised for the second of January, and 
would like to have me investigate the 
law on the matter. The opinion of the 
Supreme Court in the Theisen case was 
referred to by him and by Lloyd Price, 
by way of argument on the question of 
the law, and I told Mr. Robison that I 
did not think that it held that he did 
not have the power to postpones the sales 
to a later date during the same month, 
but would look into the matter and ad
vise him by letter .later. Mr. Robison 
said that he wished that I would be as 
prompt as possible, as the notices were 
already mailed. 

Q. I ga.ther from your statement, Mr. 
Trueheart, that Senator Price, besides 
the Land Commissioner, was present 
there at that time? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you i·eca!I the substance of 

what Senator Price said, in a general 
way, in the conversation that day? 

A. Well, I do not know that I can 
give it any more definitely than I have 
already given it. His special thought 
in the conversation was that the sales, 
having been advertised, they cannot be 
postponed even within the mouth in 
which they were set, and that Mr. Robi
son, under the law and rule in the Thei
sen case, would be compelled to go ahead 
and make the sales. He had the opin
ion, and had carried it over there, and 
was familiar with the ruling in the 
Theisen case. 

Q. Did you at a later date write 
him a letter, an official opinion on the 
subject, Mr. Trueheart? 

A. Yes, sir. I answered his question 
more fully-I used to be in San Anto
nio, and I went up to the office of Judge 
R. L. Ball, while I was in San Antonio, 
to wdte an opinion in the case, and, as 
I recall it, probably going up there on 
Sunday morning, and also Christmas 
morning for a while, and looking into 
the question of law and wrote him a 
letter, dating it the day after Christ
mas, the 26th of December. 

Q. A member of the Committee sug
gests that I ask you what was said by 

Mr. Price relative to his interests in the 
matter under discussion? 

A. In answer to that inquiry. This 
is what his interest was in the inquiry. 
He stated that he represented certain 
parties interested in buying these lands 
offered for sale. 

Q. These are the same gentlemen 
whose names you stated a moment ago? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he make a statement at that 

time, or afterwards, in your presence, 
as to the extent or acreage of the land 
in which his clients were interested? 

A. Not at the time. Of course, 
during the trial of the case the question 
was gone into very fully. 

Q. Can you at this time state the 
approximate acreage his clients were 
interested in? 

A. About fifty or fifty-three thousand 
acres of land. These lands were located 
in 'Vard, and some in Andrews counties. 

Q. Do you recall the matter-the 
date of the first communication from 
you to Mr. Robison-was that Decem
ber 29tl1-do you remember whether 
your first communication was of that 
date or not? 

A. That date is not correct. My 
letter, as I recall it, was written 
Wednesday, December 26th, either with
out a letterhead or on Judge Ball's 
letterhead, because I had no stationery 
with me. A Department opinion, sub
sequently, was written the 28th instead 
of the 29th. 

Q. You are probably correct. If you 
can refresh your memory I wish you 
would-have a copy of that opinion 
with you? 

A. I have them. (After a momPnt.) I 
do not believe that I have them with me. 
They are in the records in the office. 

Q. You think that you have stated 
them correctly already? 

A. I think so. 
Q. In that first conversation, Mr. 

Trueheart, was anything said between 
you and Mr. Robison, or between you 
and Mr. Price and Mr. Robison, rela· 
tive to the necessity or propriety of 
postl'..oning the sale of these lands 1 

A. Yes. I mentioned it when I first 
opened the conversation, saying that I 
had not investigated the law question, 
but felt that the matter was so impor
tant from the public or policy stand
point that I would really feel safe in 
winning any mandamus if one should 
be brought against him. 

Q. Was anything said in that con- , 
versation as to the financial or business 
danger that would result to the Uµi· 
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versity from the sale of l'nil'ersitv 
lands and leases or lands as propos<•<i°! 

A. To the extent I htl\'P indicat<'<I. 
Of course, lllr. Robison and I clicl not 
discuss the question of proprirt ,. or 
policy of it again. In th<' lirst. jilac<'. 
I felt thu t the e<·onom il'a 1 ('OIH.li t io11 

afferting the sale wf'rP ratlu•r <'t'rtain 
and C'lear in m\· mind. and. in th<' st.'Cond 
pine~. he? ga\'C nw to u1Hh-.rstnnd that. 
as plninly as he <'onld, it was not my 
function tn ndvi~t· him aliout n1attC'rs 
of policy. hut rather nl1011t matters of 
law. 

Q. \\"as a1lythi11:.r said in that con
versation as to 1ht- prohahlP ac·tion of 
this LrgislaturP? 

A. .:\g I n•cnll it. sonw gt'1H•ral n·f· 
rrenee was madP to it. 

Q. :\Ir. Tru<'heart. ha\<' ,·011 st-0tNI 
in i-;nhstanrP nil of that <'Oll\.;·r~ation "? 

A. Yes, >ir, I think so. 
(J. Di1l vou have any ~uh~rqut-nt 

<·on\ t•rsn.tion. with thr ( 'onnni5<.~ionrr 
r<>lntin to this matter? 

c\. Yes. sir, I did: hut hpforl' that. 
!Pt me explain that the letter that I 
had 11Titten him, the letter opinion. had 
been changed to a Department opinion. 
If you desire. I will explain tlw differ
t•nre hetwPen a letter opinion n.ncl n ll<'
partment opinion. 

Q. I would thank \'OU to do so. 
A. I was out of town and read in 

the paperf<. probalily on the morning- of 
the 21-!th of D<'cPmher, that as the papers 
reportetl, then~ wa~ some question raised 
as to wlwther 1ny opinion wa~ that and 
not acct•pted h~· :\Ir. Rohison as a De· 
partment opinion and I. th<'refore, caJ!ed 
the Department m·er long-distan<·e and 
I think 1hat I talked to Mr. Whitehead 
anrl asked him to prepare, or have pre
pare<!. a Department opinion in line 
with my letter, a copy of which I had 
sent to the Governor at the same time 
that T had sent the original to Mr. Robi· 
son, and I told him that they could get 
that copy from the Governor's office. and 
the D•-rartment opinion, as he has told 
You. was drawn. 
· Q. Diel you make such investigation 
as you deemed nel'essarv to reach the 
me.tter in a well-considered opinion on 
th<' subjPct as covered: 

A. I feel that I did. 
Q. Did the Department's letter, 

which included your original letter, re
flec~ your judgment of the matters dis
cussed? 

A. It was exactly ti•<' ;nme. 
Q. Hnn yoµ changed your opinion, 

<'I' d<" ycu hold the sanw opinion at this 
time! 

A. It remains the same opinion still. 
Q. Do you recall the elate of the 

sec·ond and subsequent conversation that 
you had with Mr. Robison! 

A. That wa;i on Monday, the 3ls~ of 
1 >eeember. I went o\·er 'at that time 
and talked to Mr. Robison, frankly, 
with the idea of getting information not 
only ns to that land which he would 
postpone, and to sec that the purchas· 
ers be prnperly notified with respect to 
l he postponement hy him, but nlso to 
glean from him information for the in
junrtion suit that was under discussion 
hetween the Board of Regents of the 
l'niversity. 

Q. When General Pollard was on 
the stand, he was requested to have you 
hring with you at this time the mei-no
rinl or a eop~· of the plea of the Board 
of Regents of the University requesting 
the filing of this injunction. Did you 
do so! 

A. I am afraid I overlooked to do 
that. We ha,·e a copy in the office, at 
least. 

Q. At the conclusion of your testi
mon~·, or at recess, will you get that, 
please. so it ean he offered in evidence? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now. before taking up the matter 

of vour eom·ersation with reference to 
the· injunction and the other matters, I 
"uppose that there are members of this 
Leg-is.lature who are not· familiar, as are 
the lawyer members, with the injunction 
r<'lief. \Viii you kindly explain, in a 
general way, the injuryction relief, or 
relief h~· injunction, so that they may 
understand! 

A. It is a matter of putting legal 
restraint hy court decree upon the ac
tion of an offieial or individuals. 

Q. An injunction lies, does it not, in 
preventing or seeking to restrain an 
indiddual from doing some irreparable 
injury in cases where there are no ade
quate remedies at law! 

A. That is one of the requirements. 
Q. Xow, just what was the injury 

that )'OU sought to prevent by this in
jum·tion proC'eeding! 

A. \\'e sought by this injunction suit 
to seek relief from the leasing of fifty 
thousand acres of land, other than that 
which the Commissioner had told me 
that he had promised to place on sale 
January 2, to January 22nd, being the 
balance of about one hundred thousand 
acres originally set for sale at the Jan
uary 2nd sale, the balance of that 
amount being set for sale at different 
dates from the 16th of January to the 
end of January. 

Q. The injury which you sought to 
restrain was that which you interpreted 
as the loss which the University would 
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' suffer from the sale of University lands uary 2nd, and differentiating them from 
or leases at that time 1 the other lands in the same list, also 

A. The allegation on which that was indicated to be on the market on Jan
based was that the University would uary 2, which he was going to postpone. 
suffer great and irreparable injury in I got him io make out a list and an
the loss to the University in the sale at nouncement in connection with the list 
that time at inadequate values. of those lands that would be postponed 

Q. Another thing that you sought and show that the sales would be held, 
to enjoin, as I understand it, was the instead of January 2nd, on January 
opening of bids? 22nd, together with a description of the 

A. Yes, sir. lands. .Also at that time, he showed me 
Q. In order that the Committee may Lloyd Price's letter, dated in, some time 

grasp the meaning and significance of in November, about the middle or latter 
that, I will ask you to kindly explain part of November, 1928, as I recall it, 
that so that the members who are not listing these lands in which Mr. Robi
lawyers may understand it 1 son said he had specific demand and 

A. The 1925 University mineral sale making such demand in the letter. He 
laws, the law then in force, being the also showed me not only the stamp of 
same law that had been passed on by receipt of the letter, I think that was 
the Supreme Court in the Theisen case. the 19th of November, the date of re
The Commissioner advertised, either by ceipt, but he also showed me the record 
published lists -0r by newspaper adver- of receipt of important letters and 
tising, the sale of the mineral in the checks, which are entered on that record 
lands, the sale of lease of mineral, oil showing the date of receipt. That gives 
and gas lands, and that office shall show you a general idea of what my conver
in the advertisement that the bids are sation was about, in brief. 
to be opened at a certain time. The Q. Did the conversation disclose to 
act also provides that the minimum you any other matters, -0r did Mr. Robi
amount and the minimum price that the son show to you any other correspond
Commissioner shall make and shall sell ence which he construed to be a specific 
the land so advertised to the highest demand than that contained in the Price 
bidder. letter 1 

Q. Until these bids are opened, is .A. Yes. He produced some pencil 
there any way of making a sale 1 memoranda out of his p-0cketbook which 

.A. N-0, sir. had some of these lands that were in the 
Q. Then the purpose for restraining Price letter, and also some other lands 

the opening of the bids, among other listed, in Crane county and some other 
things, was to prevent the sale of such counties, that were u'Ot in the list of 
lands or leases until the Legislature 
could act and determine the full value specific demand as made in his letter. 
of the lands to be placed on the market 1 Q. Was that pencil memorandum 

.A. Yes, sir. made by him in the way of an oral re-
Q. It was in order to have the Legis- quest made to him, or in the nature of 

lature meet and pass. on that subject, a written request addressed to Mr. Robi
and its wisdom was sh-0wn by the record. son? 
Do you remember when that act became .A. It was not in a letter addressed 
effective that was passed by the Regn- to him, but Mr. Robison's pencil memo
lar Session of the present Legislature 1 randa which had been compiled by him 

.A. January 11, 1929. in person and Mr. Price at the time Mr. 
Q. Now, then, please, sir, take up Price was going over the map with 

the conversation that you had with the him and pointing out the tracts of 
Commissioner the second time you con- land that he cited on the map. 
ferred with him, and state what was Q. Did he disclose t-0 you the name 
said as fully and as accurately as you of any other person or persons who at 
can f that time had made specific demand for 

A. Well, I spent quite considerable the.se lands than Mr. Price 1 
time with Mr. Robison on the 31st of A. Yes, sir; there was some demands 
December, going over these lists that lie mad!' and they seem to have- been from 
had promulgated covering all the lands, sewral different sources. He showed 
all the mineral lands, described and me two or three letters. However, these 
which he was offering for sale at the demands were received during the last 
various dates, data about the tracts for part of December, after this oontroversy 
which he claimed to have specific de- had arisen. 
mand for the sale, and on which he de- Q. Have you a copy of Mr. Price's 
clined to postpone the setting for Jan- 1 .. ttl'f ·1 
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A. Yes, sir-I think it is in our files 
in our office. 

Mr. Price: That letter is a part of 
the record in the district rourt case
part of the record in the case. I think 
that we can get that for you. 

Mr. Freeman: I would appreciate it 
if you would. 

l\fr. Prke: I will be Yer~· µ-lad to get 
you either the original or a <'opy. 

Mr. Freeman: l\Ir. Truelwart, do you 
recall the number of acr<'s which were 
embraced in the lalllle nffcreil for sale 
at the tinw you wt>re speking to get the 
data for the injmH'tion suit? 

A. Tlie total number for the whole 
month of .January ""'" about J,:;oo,OOO. 

Q. That was the amount of land that 
was to he pla1•ed on the market in 
January 1 

A. Yes. sir. Ahout lO:l.000 >H•res 
for .fanuary 2nd. and the balance for 
datPs eom1;1p1wing- .January ltith and 
running through the 31st of .January. 

(). In the injunction suit yon asked 
for relief specifiC"ally and for separate 
relirf '! 

A. I asked for 1·e!ief, for more defi-
11it" relief. with reference to that ;;:J.000 
acrr~ Sl't for sale on .January 2nd. whi<'h 
t be Commissioner refused 

0

to postpone. 
Q. In keeping with the Department's 

opinion, did he agn•e or tlid liP not agree 
to postpone the other ;)3.000 acres'? 

A. He refused to post pone the sale 
of that land; first. be said that be had 
the snerific demand for that as ed
denced by the Lloyd Price letter. 

Q. But di1\ agrpe to. in lirw with 
the Department's opinion, to postpone 
tl1e other land? 

A. The Department's 01Hnl<l11 ach-ised 
him as to all the land he had Het for 
.Tannary ind. 

(l. Did you haYe any discussion with 
)Jr. Hohi~o11 rnlntiYP to tlw means of 
giYill'..! 1101 iee oi tlw postponenwnt of the 
~ales 8et fnr .iannarv :!nd? 

A. \es; he said that he hacl nu 
mpans of anno1111rin,g that po~tpone
n1ent. so I suggt~ste<l to him that lw 
HS'_• lloth ~11p :-<.~'lH' menus that hr had 
ll~l·d in 111aK~ng tlw original statement 
a~ tt1 thl• ~air. in giving the notiee of 
th ... 11u..:;tp111il'lllC'l1t. In order to effert 
the first proposition, I unc\prtook to 
lmn~ numeographed ropies of the notiee 
,,f p11:<pott('llH'Ht rnadt"'. whirh he was to 
furnish mr ;incl did furnish llle in the 
'l'l'Y sana_· :d1t•n10011. verv C'arlv in the 
afternoon of tla• sanw da\·. ~ 

Q. no yon know wl
0

1et.1wr or not 
the~e mimeographed l'opies were actually 
pn·pared? 

A. Yes, sir, they were prepared and 
drJi,·ered to him. 

Q. I wish you would explain to the 
Committee the details of how they were 
prepared, the number and the time they 
were received by you and the time and 
number that they were delivered to the 
Commissioner from your office, if you 
know? 

A. Well, I got somebody else of the 
Department to attend to the details in 
the preparation of these notices. They 
were prepared at the L'niversity, some
body out at tlw UniYersitv mimeo
graphed these copies, and I t"hink they 
were deliwred to the Land Commission
er's office perhaps around 3 or 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon. They were exact 
c•opies of the original notice sent me 
hy Mr. Rohison, signed, I believe it was 
rather a carbon copy of the original 
notiee which )fr. Robison had sent me, 
signed. 

Q. Did you l'Xamine these notices 
after thev were returned to your office 
from the' University, .:\lr. Tri1eheart? 

A. I did not lrnve time to do so at 
that tim<>, hut I did subsequently when 
I hatl ocea~don to do so. 

Q. Did you find them correct in the 
deseription ·nf the lands, or did you find 
~ome ~rrors? 

A. There were no errors as between 
)fr. Rohison's copy and the mimeograph 
list. 

Q. Diel the list prepared by Mr. Robi
son reflet·t correctly the description of 
the land which he prepared to sell on 
.Tanuary 2nd, or do you know? 

A. I do not know. He got the Ward 
county Janel. which was emhraC'ed in the 
Priee" letter, incorporated in that. In 
that copy, he called for postponement 
of some of the lands which he claimed 
to !H1\·e had specific demand-for which 
specific demand had been made by Mr. 
Price in Ward countv. I did not oh
servc that at that ti~ie. 

Q. \\'as the injunction suit actually 
fiJp1], .:\Ir. Trueheart? 

. .\.. Yes. sir, filed the next day, Jan
uary !st. 1929. 

Q. You have two district courts in 
Travis conntv? 

A. Yes. sir. That was filed in the 
Fifty·third District Court. which is pre
si<led o\"er by ,Judge Calhoun, hut Judge 
Moore sat for him. He was the criminal 
court judge and had been district 
attornev. ~ 

Q. Now. Mr. Trueheart, I wish that 
you would gh·e to the Committee a gen
eral, vet ac·<'urate and full, account of 
the ir;junction proc-eeding and its pres
ent status. 
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A. At the outset, Mr. Lloyd Price 
and Judge C. A. Wilcox intervened in 
behalf of Gibson, Johnson and Renaud, 
and later on they were seeking to arrest 
my injunction, and later on other in
tervenors came in to the case, one being 
Campbell & Brown, represented by Jim 
Hart. But first let me state what oc
curred oil January 1st. I went up alollg 
with Mr. Pollard alld Mr. Tilley and 
talked with Judge Calhoull, the judge 
of the court in which the illjunction was 
filed, relative to the ex parte restraillillg 
order, and the order was issued, re
straining the Land Commissioner, in the 
terms requested, from making the leases 
on that land which had been set for sale 
on January 2nd; I also asked for re
straining order restraining the Commis
sioner from opening the envelopes on 
any of the bids for the land set for sale 
on January 2nd. Then following that, 
we checked service of the writs of in
jullction on Mr. Walker, the chief clerk, 
because the law provides that lie is to 
open these bids in the 'absence of the 
Commissioner; then the case was set 
down and heard, as I recall it now, 
about the 17th day of January, coullsel 
for the parties I have already mentioued 
being preseut, and Mr. E. F. Smith was 
present, re pre sen ting Mr. Robison ill the 
case. I had demurrer sustailled agaiust 
those phases of my petition going to the 
matter of abuse of discretion in uot giv
illg wide publicity to the proposed sale; 
however, there was no evidence offered 
on that phase of the matter. 

My principal witness-iudeed, the 
only witness of any consequence that I 
had-was the only man that had been 
handling these matters for the State, 
the Land Commissioner himself. The 
trial resulted in a judgment partly in 
my favor and partly agaiust me, the 
judgment heing iu my favor Oil those 
lands that were postponed; but whether 
the Act of Jauuary 11, which had inter
veued between the original filing of the 
suit and the trial, could not repeal the 
law on the basis of the clause of the 
Constitution against vested right of 
those who had filed prior to that time. 
That phase of the case was decided 
against me. We theu made an agreed 
case, in which I took up two questions, 
the question of the necessity for more 
specific demalld than that that had beeu 
made fcir those lands other thau that 
included in the Price letter, and also 
the question as to the constitutionality 
of' the January 11th Act, as affecting 
those lauds set for January 2nd and not 
postponed. 

These questions were certified then by 

the Court of Civil Appeals to the Su
preme Court. We got an advancement 
of the matter in the Supreme Court, and 
it was referred to Section A of the Com
mission, and Section A of the Commis
sion wrote an opinion, which was hauded 
down by Judge Harvey, which decided 
the case in its entirety in my favor on 
the proposition that it was not showll 
that they were the highest bids. Also 
on the question of specific demand, the 
opinion was in my favor. 

Q. Who were the parties to this in
junction suit, Mr. Trueheart? 
· A. Besides Mr. Robison, there was 
the Attorney General for the State, the 
plaiutiff, joined by the Board of Re
gents ef the University of Texas as par
ties; there were the intervenors, Gibson, 
,Johnson and Renaud, and other inter
Yenors, Brown and Campbell. Brown 
aud Campbell intervened in the suit 
after it was about half ended. 

Q. The action, so far as i't affected 
the Commissioner and his cllief clerk, 
was as to them in their official capaci
ties? 

A. Only. 
Q. Anyhow, in your attempt to re

strain the Land Commissiouer's action, 
in so doing you were sustained by the 
trial court 'I 

A. Yes, sir. Let me finish my ac
count of this statement with this state
ment: The case was, at the time, when 
the opinion was handed clown, was 
brought back and advanced again by 
the Supreme Court to it. They will 
not reach this case uutil some time in 
the fall. 

Q. Have you a copy of the petition 
for injunction originally filed 1 

A. Yes, sir, I have a carbon copy 
that I kept. 

Q. That is a copy of it as it was 
written 1 

A. I am pretty sure it is. I thillk 
I recall it as the one that we were using 
in the court, because there are notations 
on it that I recall making. 

llfr. Freeman: \Ve offer it in evi
dence. 

Mr. Price:. What is the purpose of 
introducing the petition-to what point 
does it go1 , 

Mr. Freeman: We introduce it. first, 
to the eud that the Committee may have 
the full history of the transaction as we 
alje able to give it. We do uot limit 
this to either of the counts. We merely 
offer it in order that the record may be 
intelligently compiled. 

'~'hereupon, on motion, the questiou 
of taking a recess until 2 o'clock was 
put, and the motion carried. 
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No. 4tl;JOH. 
State of Texas et a I. \"s. ,J. T. Rohison 

et al. 
Jn the Fiftv·third lli,;triet l'onrt of 

TraVis county, Tt•:xas. 
To the Honorahle (~t.•01µ-t• Calhoun, .Judge 

of said Court: 
Now conws t1lf' ~tate of Texa~. hv and 

through its .·\ttornp:-· c;enerat. c1audr 
Pollard. joinl'd hen•in h;· the Board of 
Regents of the l"nin•r"ity of Texas, 
cmnposf'd of If. ,J. L11tl'l1H Stark, R. L. 
Batts. llfarrellns E. Foster, Ed Crane, 
Rohert L. Holli1la!·· Edward Howard, 
Ram Xrntlwn-. H. n. Storev. and l\h·s. 
H .. T. n·Hair." <·nmplaining- of ,J. T. Rob· 
isn•1 and .r. H. \\"alk<'r. an<l his ground 

1of ;.u·t ion wonl'1 show: 
I. The defendant. ,J. T. Robison, is 

and i~ hert>ill sned a~ Commissioner of 
th•• C:eneral La111l 0111ce of thr State of 
Texas. and the defendant, .T. H. Walker, 
is and is herein sued as Chief Clerk of 
the Land Oftiee of the Rtate of Texas. 
and they hoth reside and have their 
ofli<'inl 'residenre in Travh~ ('Ounty, 
Texas; 

:!. That under and h~· virtue of Chap· 
ter il of the c\rts of the Thirtv·ninth 
Legislature salrs of nil and gas" leases 
on Unh·ersity lan<b are dirrrtl'd to he 
1nade bv th~ Lan1l Commiss.ioner not 
Jess than onc·e cad1 nwnth whrn there 
is land in dema11<1. and at 10 o"clork 
a. m. on till' dav fixed therefor, "ai1l 
sales to he madr · llIHlPr such rules and 
regulations as may hP adopted hy the 
said Comrnis~doner a:" nulv hf' neeessarv 
for the proprr ext:.•1·nti1111 ;lf the 1rnrpo~·P 
of the law, uanwly. to n•nlizc as gr£'at 
a fund as l"'"sil1le from these lands for 
the rniYPr~itv of TPX:l~; and it h:, fur
ther proddt·ci" hy said law that till' Com· 
missioner shnulcl ndvl'rtiRit' t lw land and 
the tinw wlH'n tht•s.e rninrral leasf'S 
would Le suhjed to sa]p_ and that in 
defanlt of other suffirient means. the 
Cornmis~ion<'r shnnhl ha\·e lists priuted 
for fn•e distribution. de~i~na ting thr 
trarts snhject to lease, and thr terms 
up1m w\dc-11 tllPy mig-ht he lrasC'd, and the 
tinw wht•n application8 tlwrefor would 
be opene<I nnd filed in the General Land 
Office; and said law further provides 
that separate applications for caeh 
traet, with Dile dollar for county clerk 
recording fet'. antl th<' first payment of 
ten <•ents per arre, and the sum offered i 
in addition tlH'rrfor, if any, for any 
tract. shall he deliYPred into the General 
Land Office on <•r hrfore the day and 
·hour on whieh the kaseR will be sub
ject to sale, in seal<•d ennlopes, whirh 
shall be securely kept 11y the C'ommis· 

sioncr or his Chief Clerk unopened 
1111til the date on which applications are 
to he opened, and at JO o'clock a. m. 
thereof, either the Commissioner or the 
Chief Clerk, or Loth of them, shall open 
said envelopes; that said law further 
provides that when an application shall 
have been so filed and considered, and 
th<> lane! found to he subject to lease, 
that the lease shall he issued for a term 
not to exeeed fi\·e years to the appli· 
rnnt who pays the most, if any, sum 
for the area, in addition to the ten cents 
per arrc and the "tipulated royalty of 
OflP·eighth. 

:1. That on or about November 10th, 
J!l2~. thl' drfendaut, .T. T. Robison, as 
Land Commissioner, purporting to act 
under the aforesaid law, had lists of 
eertain tracts of land printed for free 
distribution. same containing among 
other things, a designation of those 
tracts that would he subject to lease or 
"on the market" 011 January 2nd, 1929. 
and al<o stating the terms upon which 
such trarts might be leased, a copy of 
one of said lists being attached hereto 
and mncle a part hereof for the purpose 
nf hcttcr defining the land so under· 
taken to he put upon the market on 
.January 2"'1, Hl29, said copy being 
markrd Exhibit "A" for the purpose of 
i<lent ifira ti on; 

4. That at the date of the issuance 
of the aforesaid lists by the Land Com
missioner, namely, November 10th, 1928, 
there was not any specific demand for 
the lands hereinafter described and em-
1,1-.1,.ed in said list as on the market on 
,January 2nd, 19:!9, and no application 
a~ki11g the Commissioner that leases on 
said errtain land• he sold was on file 
or had been recrind in the Land Office, 
said lands Leing described as follows: 

LJniYersity Land in Andrews County. 

Bl<wk II: 
~l·ctions 2-11, inclusive; 
Sections 14·23, inclusive; 
Seetions 2ti-34, inclusive (Sections 31, 

32 and 33 heing partly in Andrews 
county and partly in Winkler 
county). 

Bl•wk 1 •). 
Sertions 1-2; 
Rections ll-14, inclusive; 
Rrrtions 22-27. inclusive; 
Sr-ctions 34·36, inclusive. 

Block 13: 
Sections 7- 9, inclusive; 
Rections 16·21. inclusive; 
~ertions 28·32, inclusive; 
~eC"tions 41-44, inclush·e. 
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Univer&ity Land in Ward County. 

.Block 16: 
Sections 4·19, inclusive; 
Si of the Ni of Section I ; 
Si of the Si of Section I ; 
Si of the Ni of Section 2; 
S:i of the S! of Section 2; 
S:i of the Ni of Section 3; 
Si of the Si of Section 3. 

5. That the said printed lists were 
not available for distribution until about 
December 10th, 1928, and meantime, on 
November 19th, 1928, there had been 
received by the Commissioner one spe· 
-cific demand asking that leases on the 
above described lands be sold on the 
-earliest available date in the month of 
January, 1929, that is to say, the first 
l>usiness day of the year, January 2nd, 
1929; 

6. That the act of the defendant Com
missioner in advertising the aforesaid 
lands for sale on January 2nd, 1929, 
was wholly voluntary and not made 
upon the basis of the said specific de· 
mand or request received in the Land 
()ffice on November 19, 1928, but rather 
upon the contrary, said demand for 
-sale was made upon the basis and with 
knowledge of the fact that the land 
·sales so requested were already em
braced in the advertisement made with· 
out any specific demand. 

7. That the defendant Commissioner 
"has not advertised the aforesaid lands 
as being subject to sale through the 
newspapers or through other mediums 
giving wide publicity and notoriety 
such as should practically bring the 
best bonus bids to the State under the 
;terms of the law. 

8. That the said printed lists have 
not been available to the public either 
fur distribution or inspection for an 
·adequate time for prospective purchas
ers to acquaint themselves with the 
values of. the approximately fifty thou
•sand acres of land offered for sale, but 
that upon the rontrary, the defendant 
Commissioner has had said lists avail
'able for inspection and distribution 

.. >Only since about December 10, 1928, so 
that the total time that will have 
elapsed since said lists were so made 
:available to the time of sale would be 
only about twenty-two days, and such 
time is wholly inadequate to subserve 
the cardinal purpose of the said law, 
'llamely, to realize as great a fund as 
·possible from these mineral lands for 
'the University. · 

9. That the Legislature of the State 
oof Texas will meet on January 8, 1929, 

and there have been prepared during 
the course of the last two months, as 
is well known to the defendant, J. T. 
Robison, certain drafts of legislative 
bills looking towards a repeal of Chap
ter 71 of the Acts of the Thirty-ninth 
Legislature, putting the power of sale 
of the University mineral lands in the 
Board of Regents of the University of 
Texas; that the said Board of Regents 
has repeatedly and persistently opposed 
the action of the Land Commissioner 
in undertaking to forestall the repeal 
of the law by the Legislature by put. 
ting the aforesaid lands upon the mar· 
ket for sale on January 2nd, 1929. 

10. That the Attorney General of 
the State of Texas has officially advised 
the defendant, J. T. Robison, upon his 
written request for such advice that he 
had the power to postpone the sales 
advertised for January 2nd, 1929, until 
some later date in January, but the 
said defendant has refused to follow 
this advice with respect to the land 
hereinbefore described for which he 
claims that he had a specific• demand 
by virtue of the letter before referred 
to received in the Land Office Novem
ber 19, 1928. 

11. That the price of oil and gas 
is at this time extraordinarily low, and 
there has been during recent months 
an enormous amount of overproduction 
of such minerals, particularly oil, and 
that the bonuses that in the nature 
of things would be ·offered by appli
cants to buy mineral leases on the be
fore described lands on January 2nd, 
1929, would be exceedingly low, and if 
production was obtained upon any of 
said land after lease, then this woald 
in all probability materially add to the 
present general condition of overpro
duction of oil, and at the same time 
the one-eighth royalty payable to the 
University would be kept at a minimum 
by the low price of oil and gas; that 
the pipe line facilities for transporta· 
tion of oil in Andrews and Ward coun· 
ties, Texas, are at this time wholly in· 
ade<J.uate, and should production be se
cured in any appreciable amount upon 
the aforesaid lands, there would in all 
probability i·esult through want of ade
quate transportation facilities a consid· 
erable wastage of the oil produced and 
a depreciation in the price obtainable 
for the oil. 

12. That at this time the economic 
factors controlling the situation render 
it probable that it would be a detri
ment to the State and against public 
policy for the sale to be made on Jan· 
uary 2nd, 1929, of the oil and gas leases 
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on th<' approximately fifty thousand Attorney General protested against the 
acres of land before clesrribecl; that if sale of said lands, that the defendant 
su<'h salp is made on .Tanuarv ~nd Land Commissioner gave as his reason 
1929, the cardinal purpo:;e of th~ frnm- for his pNsistency in making said sales 
ers of the Constitution, und the car- that he had promised to sell certain 
clinul purpose of the Thirty-ninth Leg- tracts and that he would do so regard
islature in enacting Chaptl'r 71 would less, he stating in said conection that 
he frustrat<-d and ddeated as concerns the amount that he intenclecl to sell 
this acreage, lwcunsc instead of the wns not in exccss of twenty sections 
Uni.-er:;ity realizing as great a fund as amounting approximately to 12,800 
poR~ihle from tlil'~t' minl'ral lands. it ac-res · wlu•reas, in fact. the acreap;e 
would prnloahly n•ali1" as small a fund whid{ he now persists in selling 
as pm•silile t h<•refrom. amounts to eighty-one sections. or 

1:1. That urnl"r the terms of said something more than 50,000 acres; that 
law until an appli1·ation has been filed although said Commissioner had adver
an1l al:;n eon,.;itl<'re1l \oy the Land Com- tised for sale approximately 103,000 
mis:;io1wr. or hi,; l'hi,:f Clerk. or both, acres for January 2nd, 1929, said dc
no right to is .... uarn·p of a leasr nrisrs, fPndant Com1nissioner admitted that he 
sine<' nn<kr the law such applications had receind no specific demand for the 
are not hv them considered until 10 placing on sale of the major part of 
o\·l(l(·k a. ;n. nn tlw dav fixed for sale, the sai1l acreage; that unmindful of 
ancl no n)stPd right ex.ists. or has yPt the requests and demands made of de
aris.·n. whieh will prPYent this as a fondant Commissioner hy the GoYernor, 
eourt of e11uity from taking into ac• Attorney General. and· the Board of 
ronnt ('on.,.idPrntion of public pnlir~~. Hl'gl•nts' of the UniYen;ity of Texas, said 
and the encl and the purpoSt' of the Commissioner delihcrately and wilfully, 
law, to realize as great a fund as pos- with wanton disregard of the duties 
sible from these lands for tl1" l1niver- imposed upon him hy the law. and with 
<ity. wanton disregard for the properties be-

14. That the land,; d1·scribed lwrein longing to the University of Texas in 
plaintiffs alleg<' on information and be- whh·h the Board of Regents were 
lid arc the most valuable of all those vitallv inter<'stcd, and with wanton dis
la111ls which arc descrihed as being regard for the purpose of the framers 
placed on the market for sale on Jan- of the Constitution an<l which the mem
uary 2nd. 1929, in E.xhihit "A," and ht•rs of the Thirty-ninth Legislature 
which plaintiffs believe are potentially enartecl said legislation for, towit, the 
wrv ya]uahle. and that defendant Com- realization of the most money from the 
mi;,ioner knew that said lands were l .. ase of said lands. said Commissioner 
mu<'h more vn luahle than the other has "holly refused to comply with the 
lands described in Exhibit "A," but not n'<Juests of any of tlw above-named offi
descrihcd in plaintiffs' petition; plain- cers: hut. on the contrary, has ignored· 
tiffs allege further as facts that on or ·their rights and interests in tlw prem
about December 20th. 1928, while .aid ises, and in abuse of the discretion im
defrndant Commissioner was in confer- posed in him by said law, and the trust 
enee with the Attorne.v General of imposed in him by the Legislature to 
Texas. the President of the University economically administer said law, has 
of Texas, the Governor of Texas, and persisted and will offer for sale said 
Honorable R. L. Batts, a member of leases unless this court issue its most 
the Board of Regents, said Commis- 11:ra<•ious writ of injunction cnjoinhg 
sion<•r agreed that if the Attorney Gen- and restraining him therefrom. and: 
£>ral rendPrecl an opinion advh-ing him unlr~s said defendant Commissioner is 
that said salPs, which were advertised so enjoined and restrained from selling 
for .Tanuary 2nd, 1!129. <·ould he ·post- and leasing said lands unadvantngeously 
pmH'<l until after the L 0 gi,]ature met on to plaintiffs and inconsistent with the 
.January Rth. l!l2!1, that he would post- public interests, plaintiffs will suffer 
ponP said sales until surh time as the irreparable loss and injury. 
Legislature might have an • • • desist 15. That hy his official action of 
from .. aid rnle. urging economic condi- Deremher 31, 1928, the defendant Com
ti011s, and have on said ocr·asions, as missioner has effected hoth through 
representing the permanent fund of the public press advertisement and through 
lh1h·ersity of Texas, vigorously pro- the printing of lists (a copy of which 
tested against said sales and leases; is attached hereto and made a part 
plaintiffs further allege that the deknd- hereof anc\ marked Exhibit "B" for 
ant Land Commissioner. when the Gov- identification a postponement of the 
ernor of the ~t.ate and said Assistant sale of the balance of the tracts of land: 
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other than those before described, orig
inaUy advertised for sale on January 
2nd, 1929, as shown in Exhibit "A" as 
above referred to. 

16. That none of the land described 
in the said printed lists (Exhibit "A") 
will be subject to lease under the law 
on January 2nd, 1929, because there 
was no specific demand therefor at the 
time that the said printed list was is
sued and the day fixed therein for such 
sale, and further, because the adver
tisement of said land as made bv the 
defendant Commissioner was wholiy in
adequate, both in respect to the e~tent 
of its circulation and the time allowed 
the purchasing public to investigate 
the probable value of the lands offered, 
and because of the willful, wanton, 
and arbitrary conduct of the defend
ant Commissioner hereinbefore alleged, 
an injunction should be granted; that 
as to the balance of the land adver
tised in said Exhibit "A" for January 

_2nd, 1929, other than the land before 
described, the Land Commissioner has 
already effected a legal postponement 
of the sale thereof, and fixed instead, 
January 22nd, 1929. 

17. That plaintiffs have no adequate 
remedy at law, and if the sale is not 
re•trained and the relief herein prayed 
for awarded plaintiffs, the University 
fund will be irreparably injured, and 
the plaintiffs will suffer injury beyond 
relief. 

Wherefore, premises considered, the 
plaintiffs, and each of them, pray that 
the court forthwith issue a temporary 
injunction specifically (restraining and 
the defendants and each of them from 
selling or undertaking to sell or lease, 
on undertaking to sell oil and/ or gas 
and oil and/ or gas leases on or in the 
before described tracts' of land; and 
further specifically restraining them 
and each of them from opening the 
envelopes containing the applications, 
or considering such applications, to buy 
any of the land advertised for sale 
on January 2nd, 1929) ; plaintiffs 
further pray that the court consider 
the first of the foregoing prayers in its 
application to all and to ead1 and every 
tract hereinbefore described; the plain
tiffs, and each of them, further pray 
that upon final hearing hereof, this in
junction be· made permanent by the 
court, that they recover their costs, and 
that they have all other and further 
relief, both general and special, to 
which in law and equity they may be 
entitled. 

CLAUDE POLLARD, 
Attorney General. 

R. M. TILLEY, 
C. W. TRUEHEART, 

Assistant Attorneys General. 
Attorneys for Plaintifl's. 

State of Texas 
County of Travis 

Personally appeared before me th& 
undersigned authority on this date 
Robert L. Holliday, who after being by 
me first duly sworn upon oath deposed 
and said that he is a member of the 
Board of Regents of the University of 
Texas, one of the plaintiffs in the above· 
styled and numbered cause, and that he 
has read the foregoing petition and the 
avcrments of fact therein contained are 
true, except those alleged on informa
tion and belief, and as to those he 
verily believes the same to be true. 

ROBERT L. HOLLIDAY. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me,. 

this the 1st day of January, A. D_ 
1929. 

(Seal.) M. L. WIGINTON. 

State of Texas 
County of Travis 

The foregoing application for a tem
porary injunction having been consid
ered by me In Chambers, it is ordered 
that the clerk of this court issue forth
with a temporary injunction, restrain
ing the defendants and each of them 
from selling or undertaking to sell or 
lease, or undertaking to lease oil 
and/or gas and oil and/or gas leases, 
on or in the hereinbefore described 
tracts of land ; and further restraining 
them and each of them from opening 
the envelopes containing the applica
tions, or considering such applications, 
to buy any of the land advertised for 
sale on January 2nd, 1929; and in air 
other things as prayed for in said 
petition. 

Done In Chambers, this 1st day of 
January, 1929. 

GEO. CALHOUN, 
Judge, Fifty-third District Court, 

Travis county, Texas. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Speaker: The House will please· 
be in order. 

(After a motion by the gentleman 
from DeWitt, that the porters and col
ored employes of the House be given a 
holiday on the 19th of June, which pre
vailed, Mr. Purl, of Da!las, moved that 
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the House resolve itself into Committee and \Vard rounties, and are designated 
of the Whole, whirh motion prevailed.) ns follows: 

Judge Freeman: The paper which 
will now be read by the Ih•ading Ch·rk 
is a copy of the original petition in 
the injunction suit nhuut whirh Mr. 
Trueheart has testified. 

(The Reading (')erk th .. r.·upon read 
the copy of the p.-titiou, which hnd 
been introduced by •·ou1i.PI ior propo
nents at the morning- ~<r~8ion. nnd was 
marked Exhibit !ii for id1•ntification 
and had been l'opied just ahov,• in this 
rerord.) 

,Judg'e Fref.'tnnn: Exhibit "A," at· 
tarhed t<> this 1wtitiun, is not offned. 
first, heC'ause it iM voluminous, consi~t· 
ing largely uf fin•· printed descriptio11; 
of real estnt...-

A memlll'r: :\Ir. Speaker, I don't b ... 
line tlwv ran hear. 

. Judge· Fn•eman: will st.ate it 

Andrews County. 

Block II-Tracts 
25, 35, 36. 

Block 12-Traets 
10, 15, 16, 17. 18, 
:10, :II, :12 and 33. 

Block 13-Tracts 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
27' 33 34 :15, 36, 
ttl, 47,' and 41l. 

1, 12, 13, 14, 24, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7' 8, 9, 
19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 

l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
37' 38, 39, 40, 45, 

Crane County. 

Block 30-Tracts 29, 30, 31, 32, 41, 
42 and 44. 

Ward County. 
Block 16-Tracts l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

8, 9, JO, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
and 19. 

J. T. ROBISON, 
Commissioner, General Land Office . 

again. Thereupon, Mr. C. W. Trueheart re-
Tlw !'peaker: All right. Let us hn'·" sumed the witness stand, and further 

better order. l1ulie• and gentlemen of testified, as follows: 
the Houee. And talk a liltl1• louder, 
and with a litt)P more fon·e. g•·nth .. 
men. 

.Judg" Frt·eman: Exhibit "A," re-
ferred to in the petition, is not offere1I 
for the following reasons: First, it 
t'ontains numt•rous poge~ of fine print. 
containing mostly dt•srriptions of land. 
and it would b1• an unneressary en
cumhran<'e of thP record. Herond, Wt• 

haven't a .. upy uf the exhibit her.· 
which wc are at liberty to use; the 01u• 
I have at hand being ·the oHicial file oi 
the district <'nurt. whidt cannot be rt" 
linquishcd from the files of that court. 

Judge Freeman: Exhibit "B" is of· 
fered, and I will a•k the Ht•ading CJ .. rk 
to read it. It is short. 

(The Reading l 'lt•rk thereupon re1t1l 
the paper, whkh wa• marked Exhihit 
5R, and is as follows) : 

Grnrrnl Land Offire, 
Austin, Texas. 

December 31, 192S. 
On Xowmher 10th. 192R, I. as Com· 

rni"ioner of the General Lnnd Offire of 
Texas, prepar<·d a li•t of University 
lands in whieh oil and gas leases would 
be offered for sale on .January 2, 1929, 
at 10 o'rlock n. m. 

This stat .. ment i• for the purpose of 
advi,ing the public that the sale of said 
leases in rertuin tracts is hereby post· 
poned until ,January 22, 1929, at JO 
o'rloek a. rn. The tracts on which the 
sale is postponed are in Andrews, Crane 

Direct Examination (Resumed). 

Questions by .Judge Freeman: 
Q. Mr. Truel1eart, this is a copy of 

Exhibit "B," attached to the petition T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is this the list or the adver· 

tisement relative to the postponement 
of sale in whirh you stated there was 
an error? 

A. Yes, sir. The tracts in Ward 
county there, that are spedfied in this 
notice, are incorporated in Mr. Lloyd 
l'ric·e's letter. 

Q. I would thank you to give to the 
committee the full hi•tory of the docu
ment about whirh you have just spoken. 

A. Well, I gave part of the history 
of it thi• mcrning. lt is the--Exhibit 
"B" is one of the mimeographed copies 
of the list of postponed land prepared 
by the Land Commissioner in the orig· 
inal, and mimeographed copies were 
made by the University of the original, 
through our Department out at the 
University, and this is a mimeographed 
ropy delivered to him in the early after
noon of December 31st. 

Q. Have you stated, Mr. Trueheart, 
>tll you know about any delay in the 
<·irculation of it that may have o.,. 
eurred ! 

A. I stated then what I knew of my 
own knowledge at the time. Upon the 
trial of the case more developed about it. 
The Commissioner, it seems, had put 
out to the newspapers another list, and 
the corrected list-that is to say, a list 
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of those Ward county lands that were 
not included in the Lloyd Price, let
ters, as well as these lands specified 
here in Andrews and Crane counties; 
this developed upon the hearing, that 
Mr. Robison said-testified that he 
didn't intend to include these Ward 
county tracts set out in Exhibit "B" 
in his po.stponement-postponed list, 
that he had gotten his Ward county 
lands twisted. There was further evi
dence at the hearing about the mat
ter. Do you· want me to detail that? 

Q. If you please, sir. 

A. . The other evidence about it was 
simply-I should have said that· upon 
delivery of these copies at· his office, 
he said he examined this list and found 
it in error in that particular, and 
therefore did not put that list out for 
general distribution, through the I.and 
Office, but kept it, and put the~e two 
or three mimeographed copies that had 
been sent over to him by me in a 
drawer of his desk instead. The 
further evidence developed at the hear
ing was that we had in our office, and 
upon the assumption that it was a 
correct list, several hundred of the old 
there in our office. Still further evi
dence-I testified that upon the trial 
of the c·ase-still further evidence was 
from Mr. Robison's stenogra;pher, Miss 
Brown, whom I put upon the stand, 
and she stated that she made a copy of 
the original typewritten document of 
which this Exhibit "B," this mimeo
graphed list, is a copy, from a pencil 
draft given her by Mr. Robison, and 
that she afterwards compared. the re
sult of her work with the pencil draft 
made by him. She also identified the 
typewriting on my carbon copy of the 
original, of which this Exhibit "B" is 
a copy. 

Q. That is the history of the matter 
as you know it, Mr. Trueheart? 

A.· Yes, sir. 
Q. This forenoon you were asked 

about the copy of the resolution of the 
Board of Regents of the University of 
Texas, and said that you would under
take to have it here at this time. Is 
that itf (showing paper to witness). 

A. Yes, sir, tha,t is a copy. 
Judge Freeman: We offer it. Mr. 

Reading Clerk, will you kindly read 
this! 

(The Reading Clerk thereupon read 
the paper, which was marked for iden
tHi.cation, Exhibit 59, and which is as 
follows, towit) : 

(Copy.) 
The University of Texas, 

Austin. 
The Board of Regents, C. D. Simmons,. 

Secretary. 
A Motion Adopted at a Meeting of the 

Board of Regents, Held December 
~ 31, 1928 .. 

Whereas, Honorable J. T. Robison, 
Commissioner of the General Land 

·Office, has announced that, beginning 
wjth January 2, 1929, and on several 
dates thereafter in January, 1929, he 
will sell oil and gas leases on approxi
mately I,500,000 acres of lands of the 
University of Texas, said lands and the 
dates of such sales being fully described 
in that certain list prepared by said 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Office bearing the date of November 10, 
1928, and entitled "Sale of Oil and Gas 
I.eases on University Land"; and 

Whereas, The Board of Regents be
lieves (I) that it is unwise to sell any 
oil and gas leases on any of the Uni
versity lands at this time; ( 2) that 
no demand has ]Jeen made for the land 
warranting or justifying the Commis
sioner of the General Land Office in 
selling oil and gas leases thereon; ( 3) 
that the methods used by the said Com
missioner in advertising said sales by 
printing lists of such tracts for free 
disposition, which he is authorized un
der the law to pursue only in the event 
"there should be no other sufficient 
means for giving the necessary public
ity as to what tracts will be subject / 
to lease and the time when applications 
may be delivered to the General Land 
Office," can only tend, and · has tended, 
to prevent the sale of said oil and gas 
leases for the highest prices obtainable 
in that it is believed that had the Com
missioner resorted to the "other suffi
cient means" of giving wide publicity 
to the proposed sale by advertising in 
the daily newspapers having large and 
wide circulation and in oil and gas and 
petroleum journals of nation-wide cir
culation, more bids would result and 
larger sums would be offered for said 
leases than will be received under the 
restricted method of publicity adopted 
by the Commissioner; ( 4) that the 
time elapsing between the release of 
the printed lists, i. e., on or about De
cember -, 1928, and January 2, 1929, 
the date when the first sales are to be 
made, is so short that no persons who 
would be inclined to submit bids, ex
cept those who may have requested the 
Commissioner to sell any of the tracts 
to be sold on said date, would have 
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time, in view of the inaccessibility of 
most of the lands, to examine or in
spect the lands to determine intelli
gently what seem, or seems, above the 
minimum price fixed by law they could 
afford to offer for the leases. . 

Be it therefore resolved, That the 
Board of Regents does hereby request 
Honorable Claude Pollard. Uio Attornev 
General of the ~tatc of Texas, to ini
mediatelv institute stll'h suit or suits 
as 1nay "'he neees:;;ary against Honorable 
J. T. Robison, the Commissioner of the 
GPncral Land OtliP<'. to enjoin and re
strain him fron1 making sale~ of any 
oil and gas:. ]pa:-;ps on the University 
la1al,; dP,;nilwd in the printed list abon 
rPf Prred to. 

.\ true copy. 
C. D. Sin1mons, 
( Sea I. ) Secretary. 

Judge Freeman: The committee will 
TPtnemlJer that <luring the exan1ination 
in the forenoon, Senator Price was 
asked to furnish a copy of a letter writ
ten ln· him to the Commissioner of the 
(~l'He;al Lan<l Office, makinf,! a demand 
fur the sale of certain lands. Senator 
Price agreed to furnish that copy, has 
done so, and we now offer it. 

(The Reading Clerk thereupon read 
the copy of the lcttl'r of Senator Price, 
which was markt•d Exhihit GO for iden
tification, and which i, as follows, to
wit): 

(l'opy.) 

Law Offices of 
Phillips, Trammell, Chizum & Price, 

Fort \Vorth, Texas. 
November Ii, 1928. 

Special Ddiwry. 
Hon .. J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner, 

Austin, Texas. 
Dear Friend: The land which we 

would like to have advertised for sale 
for the first sale is located in Ward 
and Andrews counties. 

Ward County: Block 16, Sections l, 
2, 3, 4, 5, G, 7. 8, 9, 10, ll, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, l i. 18 and 19, aggregating 
12,160 acres. 

Andrews County: Block l l, Sections 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, ll, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, aggregating 18,560 
acres. 

Andrews county: Block 12, Sections 
1, 2, ll, 12, 13, 14, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 34, 3.5, 36, aggregating 9600 acres. 

Andrews county: Block 13, Sections 
7, 8, 9, JG, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 

:30, 31, 32, 41, 42, 43 and 44, aggregat
ing 11,:320 acres. 

We trust you will not fail to include 
the above land in the first sale. 

With best personal regards, 
Sincerely your friend, 

(Signed) LLOYD E. PRICE. 
LEP/EL. 

Judge Freeman: \Ve close the ex-
amination in chief. 

Cross-Examination. 
By Senator Prke: 
Q. Mr. Trueheart, how long !Jaye you 

heen practicing law? 
A. About seventeen years. 
Q. Have ~·ou ever in any way been 

connected with the University of Texas? 
A member: Louder. 
Q. Have ~·on 1·ver in any way been 

~onnected with the University of Texas? 
A. I was a student there, graduated 

from the l'.niversitv. 
Q. When was that? 
A. I finished academic work in '10, 

and law in '11. 
Q. Have you since practiced law in 

San Antonio? 
A. Continuously, yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart. when did you 

eome here to the office of the Attorney 
General! 

A. January !st, 1926. 
Q. At that time,-pardon me? 
A. The last year of the present Gov

ernor's administration as Attorney Gen
eral. 

Q. The present Governor was Attor
ney General when you first came into 
the office! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was in 1926? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At that time, did you make a 

specialty of land law under General 
~Ioody? 

A. Mr. Handolph was on the land 
rlesk. I assisted in the Blaffer case, and 
the Faskin case, those two I remember. 

Q. Did you take any part in the 
prosecution of what is called the Texan 
oil case? 

A. I had the case by inheritance 
from Mr. Randolph, at the time he went 
out, but the case on my desk was a 
drifter by reason of the fact that there 
was the Theisen litigation, was through 
a long period of time in determining, 
ind the laws involved in the Texon
in the case of Texas vs. Reagan County 
Purchasing Company, that you refer to 
as the Tcxon case was being litigated 
with respect to their constitutionality 
in the Theisen case; it was pending 
through that period. 
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Q. I believe that is correct, that the 
suit was finally brought through Gen-
0eral Moody against the Reagan County 
Purchasing Syndicate,-wasn't that the 
name of the purchasing company? 

A. Yes, sir, and many other Texas 
o(;'()mpanies-the Texon, Big Lake, und a 
number of others. 

Q. Now, then, as I understand you, 
Mr. Trueheart, that suit was instituted 
•during the incumbency of G'eneral 
Moody in the Attorney General's office, 
out it was not terminated there 1 

A. During the incumbency of Gov
ernor Moody in the Attorney General's 
·office, yes, sir. 

Q. It was not tried during his term? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Now, in that case, Judge R. I,. 

Batts, of Austin, was representing the 
·stockholders of the Texon Company and 
Big Lake groups I and 2, wasn't he? 

A. He wasn't representing anybody 
in that case, so far as I know. Judge 
Batts had previously had some repre
·sentation for the stockholders of the 
Texon-I think it was the Texon Com
pany. I am not very familiar with the 
matter. 

Q. Well, probably Texon, that is cor
..-ect? 

A. He wasn't in that case at all. 
Q. He wasn't in that particular case, 

but he had pr~viously represented the 
·stockholders of the company? 

A. It is my information he had. 
Q. Yes. Now, then, ·the holdings

•or the original -holdings of those com
·panies were situated in Reagan county, 
·weren't they? 

A. Yes, sir, Reagan county. 
Q. Yes, sir. And General Moody 

brought a suit to take the land from 
them and turn it back to the Univer
·sity? 

A. Not exactly. 
Q. To cancel the leases? 
A. No, sir. Tl1e suit as it was orig

"inal!y filed prior to the amendment sub
sequent to Governor Moody's time, was 
simply an accounting snit, alleging a 
'(lombination among the defendants, 
Texon and Big Lake, with respect to a 
"1!cheme of selling oil, so that the State 
·Wouldn't get its full one-eighth royalty. 

Q. Oh, I see. Then you-
A. That and other phases of the 

-matter. 
Q. Yes, just for a matter of recov

ering some oil, you suspected that they 
"hadn't metered or measured right, 
wasn't that it ? 

A. Something in the neighborhood 
>Of a milliiln dollars, I recall-something 
like that. 

Q. I see. Mr. Trueheart, when you 
then took charge of the case, you never 
made any effort to absolutely cancel 
those claims and recover them for the 
State, did you? 

A. I had nothing to do with the 
case in its later phases. The petition 
was amended later on, after I had 
gotten busy with a number of other 
matters that kept my time completely 
occupied. 

Q. Are you familiar with the fact 
that Judge R. L. Batts, in testifying 
at El Paso in the Texon case, had made 
the statement, that after an investiga
tion of the law, neither the Texon 
nor groups 1 and 2, or anybody con
nected with that company, had a scrap 
of title to any of that land? 

A. I heard that by hearsay. The 
basis was attacked, you know, in the 
amended petition of the State. 

Q. How many acres of land were in
volved at that time 1 

A. I really couldn't tell you. 
Q. About 65,000 in Reagan county, 

wasn't it? 
A. I really don't know. 
Q. At any rate, are you familiar 

with the fact that Judge Batts and 
other attorneys, including Judge Gar
wood, came into the office and endeav
ored to dissuade the Attorney General 
from attacking those leases, those hold
ings? 

A. I think you are entirely wrong 
about Judge Batts' connection in that 
matter. Not Judge Garwood, but Mr. 
Clarence Wharton, of the Baker-Botts 
firm, also Judge Nelson Phillips, and 
Mr. C. L. Black, and others who were 
representing those defendants, were 
there about bringing the suit. 

Q. Well, that is exactly what I 
mean-Judge Phillips, and probahly in
stead of Judge Garwood, Mr. Clarence 
Wharton. You knew him, didn't you? 

A. Very well, yes, sir. 
Q. And Judge Nelson Phillips is an 

ex-member of the Supreme Court? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they did come to the office 

and protest against an attack on those 
holdings,-isn't that correct? 

A. I so heard. That was a phase 
of the case I wasn't handling, through 
those. stages. 

Q. Now, then, finally Mr. Joe Brown 
handled that in its concluding stages, 
didn't he? 

A. I think he did. 
Q. Yes, you recall-
.A. He and Mr. Pollard together. 
Q. Yes, and you recovered a million 

dollars, wasn't it! 
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A. I think it was; and some other 
phases there I doil't rememb,•r on ac
count of accounting or measuring of 
oil for the future-I don't remember 
just exactly. 

Q. It is on the question of account
ing for the amount of oil that had been 
produced, wasn't it? 

A. No, the petition at that time had 
both phases in it. as l understand it
that is, un attack on the validity of 
the leases as we 11 as aceounting of oil. 

Q. \\·.,11. during your connection 
with the snit-whut l was end!'a\·oring 
to do. ::l!r. Truch<•art. was to see just 
what part you played in these land 
suit~? 

A. In that particular one. the case 
was merl'ly a drifter on my desk. 

Q. I see. 
A. I kept up with it, hut not in 

active work in it. 
Q. Well, when it drifted in on your 

desk, did you make any effort as As
sistant Attorney General to adopt the 
facts to that suit. if vou could recover 
the entire fop to the iand, that is, the 
entire subject matter of the property, 
rather than just oil land? 

A. I didn't make any investigation 
about it personally, I wa" pretty well oc
cupied with quite a bunch of such cases 
at that time. I had much more to at
tend to: origin all~· that ca" was nec
essarily delayed pPnding tlw Theisen 
case, which was in the upper court at 
that time. 

Q. So, after that, the matter was 
terminated by a court judgment in 
which the State recovered the amount 
you have stated? 

A. \Ve so heard, as I understand. 
Q. Yes. And you had, as I under

stand, no other ronnection with the 
latter phase• of the case? 

A. No; with the other, eitlwr. 
Q. Ye<. Now. Mr. TrU<•heart, with 

reference to this University matter
A. Which Unh·ersity matter? 
Q. I am talking now about the .5:l,

OOO acres of land, thi< matter that vou 
have gone into, in the district court of 
Travi~ C"ounty, what persons first talked 
with you and sugge"ted the idea--the 
idea or the theorv that. instead of these 
lands being sold as advertised, that 
they ought to be postponed? 

A. What mnn first talked to me 
about it 1 

Q. Yes. Did GPneral .Take Wolters 
ever rome 
about it? 

in and talk with you 

A. No, sir. l hardly had a speak
ing acquaintanre with J\!r. \Yolters. 

Q. Yes? 

A. The first man that I recall men
tioned the matter to me was Mr. An
derson of this House. The second man 
that mentioned it to me was Mr. Page, 
o\·er long distance 

Q. W11at Page-which one! 
A. An Assistant Attorney General

asking me to return over here to Austin 
from San Antonio for the purpose of 
preparing that petition. 

Q. 'rhen you were not present. then, 
at the time when General Wolters and 
at the time when Judge Batts came in, 
with a letter from President Nazro of 
the Gulf Col!lpany, protesting against 
the sale of these lands-you don't know 
anything nhout that, you say? 

A. I don't know whe~her it ever oc
curred or not. 

Q. You were not inforI::ed about 
that! 

A. Not eve::i second-'iand information 
ahout that, never heard any such thing. 

Q. You never hea~d of it before, 
until this time? 

A. I don't think I ever recall hear
ing anything of the kind. 

Q. Well, do you know that Mr. R. L. 
Holliday, of El Paso, took an active 
part in protesting the sale of these ad
,·ertised lands? 

A. Well, he-he and all the Regents 
were protesting. The ones that I espe
cially talked to were Mr." Crane and Mr. 
Holliday and Mr. Storey. 

Q. Yes. Now, Mr. Trueheart, you 
have spoken here several times about 
the sale-the contemplated sale of a 
million five hundred thousand acres of 
University land. You know, do you not, 
and you understand now, that it was 
not the insistence of Mr. Robison that 
that murh land should be sold on Jan
uary 2nd, 1929? 

A. I can't say about-Mr. Price, 
anything about a million five hundred 
thousand acres being sold by January 
2nd. I said several times there were 
about 103,000 acres to be sold on Jan· 
uary 2nd, and that the balance going 
to make up the million, five hundred 
thousand acres were to be sold daily, 
beginning with the 16th of January, 
through the 31st of January, or during 
the same month of January. 

Q. Now, I will ask you this, then: 
You do know, do you not, and it is un
derstood, in all these matters, that Com
missioner Robison, although doubting 
his authority, yet bowing to your view 
and the views of the Governor and 
Board of Regents, agreed that he would 
attempt to withdraw or postpone all of 
those lands advertised, other than 53.000 
arres which had not been applied for in 
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writing-that is to say, applied for in 
writing on November 7th, by a letter 
which I wrote him 1 

A. All that we had under discussion 
with him at the time, it was al! set for 
January 2nd, you had not embraced 
in your letter-he agreed to postpone
that is to say, we didn't go into a dis
cussion of those set for dates beginning 
with January 2nd on, because we knew 
the Legislature would meet in a short 
time and would take care of the situa
tion to suit themselves. 

Q. You do understand, do you not, 
that it was his contention that in any 
event a written letter of the kind that 
I forwarded to him was a written or 
specific demand! 

A. That was his contention then. 
Q. And that it would be mandatory 

on him to advertise and fix a date for 
the sale of any lands for which there 
was a specific demand, that he declined 
to attempt to postpone these 53,000 
acres, is that true? 

A. I knew that was his contention, 
yes, sir. 

Q. Yes. And you knew this, also, 
that in any event, that outside of these 
53,000 acres which he insisted he would 
not withdraw, that the dates of all these 
early sales or proposed sales were be
yond January 8th, the date that the last 
would make it, is that correct 1 

. A. I knew that, yes-I knew that the 
16th was after the 8th, yes, sir. 

Q. So, then, practically speaking, all 
of your effort there in the district court 
was to prevent the sale of these 53,000 
acres-that was the primary purpose? 

A. No, sir, my purpose was to pre
vent the opening of bids in any of the 
103,000 acres of land, as the petition 
shows. 

Q. Well, haven't you just read-
.A. And to specifically restrain the 

Commissioner or his chief clerk from 
making leases of those tracts of land 
specifically described in the petition, be· 
ing that 53,000 acres embraced in your 
letter. 

Q. I understand that. But, now, 
listen to my question, Mr. Trueheart: 
Isn't this true, that the Land Commis
sioner, under ·his official hand, put forth 
an instrument in which he stated that 
all of these lands other than the 53,-
000 acres would be postponed beyond 
January 2nd,~isn't that true! 

A. Well, I have covered the record 
there in that record, and that is all 
I now about it. 

Q. Well, that is what it was, wasn't 
it? 

A. He promulgated-

Q. From the records, from the stand
point of the agreement and conversation, 
didn't he state it verbally, that he would 
not attempt to make a sale of any of 
the lands or leases on January 2nd ex
cept those covered by written demand, 
and don't you know that? 

A. Well, I think that his attitude 
in the case was rather quiescent on that, 
after he had very vigorous opposition 
on the land that was postponed, as you 
know, on the part of Brown and Camp
bell, who had bids on that, and they were 
intervenors in it, as well as your clients 
and the other bids in that list that was 
advertised. 

Q. Oh, that is very true, but I am 
talking about and we are trying Mr. 
Robison now, and not Brown and Camp
bell. Now, then, all I am asking you is, 
did he refuse to comply with your insist
ence, whether you had any authority or 
not, or whether the Regents had any au
thority-I don't think they did, but isn't 
it true that Commissioner Robison 
showed no purpose nor inclination te> 
make the sale of any lands on earth, 
other than 53,000 acres on January 2nd 
for which he had a written demand un
der the statute! 

A. Well, I didn't apprehend that he 
would make sale of those. But I don't 
choose that he be permitted to open the 
bids on those and jeopardize that land, 
to the publk. 

Q. Why didn't you choose? Did you 
consider that you were running the Land 
Office? 

A. No, sir. But I considered that I 
was representing the State of Texas, and 
I was going to do it to the best of my 
ability and according to my best judg
ment. 

Q. Your department is a department 
which advises, or should advise, officers 
of this State as to their duties under 
the law-isn't that true! 

A. And our advice, in response to a 
direct inquiry from Mr. Robison, was 
on that precise point of law, that he had· 
the power to postpone all of those lands, 
not only that he did postpone, but that. 
other land he didn't postpone. 

Q. Yes, but, Mr. Trueheart, didn't: 
you go beyond the field of mere legal 
advi~e and absolutely demand-that is, 
when !°say "you," Mr. Trueheart, I am 
not speaking of you personally, I a.m 
speaking of your department, you were 
acting for the departma.nt-didn't you, 
as Attorney Gilneral, or the Assistant 
Attorney General, very insistently de
mand that he do what you wanted him 
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to do, rather than what he thought was 
the law? 

A. No, sir, I am not conscious of any 
such demand being made by me. 

Q .. Now, Mr. Trueheart, who pre· 
pa.red this petition-well, I will ask 
you this, that after Robison stood pat, 
or wouldn't deviate from his position 
that he felt that it was his duty, and 
his mandatory duty under the law, to 
proceed in the· sale on January 2nd, 
unless he was hindered or restrained by 
a court, then you stepped in, didn't you, 
and prepared a petition and filed it in 
the District Court of Travis County
isn't that true? 
· A. And got hiin restrained by the 

court, yes. 
Q. All right. Now, isn't it true, that 

in that petition one of the grounds which 
you alleged as existing to support the 
issuance of the extra.ordinary writ of 
injunction against the chief of this Land 
()ffice, was the straight out allegation 
in Section 9 of that petition that he 
had refused to do what you had told him 
to do and postpone the land? 

A. I haven't got--! can't fix that 
portion in my mind. 

Q. All right, I thought :maybe you 
could remember it. 

A. There is language in there to that 
.effect, of course, that he had refused to 
follow our advice in a matter in which 
he had asked our advice as concerned 
that 53,000 acres embraced in your let· 
ter. • 

Q. I will ask you, Mr. Trueheart, if 
the Land ·Commissioner at any time ·ever 
'9,sked you what he should do? Isn't 
it true he only asked you what the law 
was and if you had the power to post· 
pone, wasn't that the extent of his ques· 
tion? 

A. It was. 
Q. Then you told him that he did 

have the power, didn't you? 
A. Yes, sir, to postpone within the 

month of January the date for which 
he had set it. 

Q. All right. Then your advisory a.c· 
tivities ended right there, didn't they? 

A. Yes, I think so. 
Q. You were the Attorney General; 

he. asked you a. question which could be 
.answered "Yes" or "No," isn't .that cor
rect? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. You answered "No"? 
A. I forget the question, how you 

put it. 
Q. You answered "Yes," that he did 

.have- the power? 
A. Yes~ 

Q. And following that you w:rffe this 
petition and set up as a. ground to .en~ 
join him, and you used this langua.g~,' 
didn't you: "That the Attorney Genera.I 
of the State of Texas has officially ad
vised the defendant, J. T. Robison, upon 
his written request for such advice, that 
he had the power to postpone the sale 
advertised for January 2nd, 1929, until 
some later date in Ja.nuary,'but the said 
defendant has i·efused to follow this ad
vice with respect to the land hereina.bove 
described for which he claims he had a. 
specific demand by virtue of the letter 
before reforred to, received in the Land 
Office November 19, 1928"? 

A. Yes, sir. I ma.de that allegation. 
That is true. 

Q. Because he had refused to follow 
your advice in that matter, you set that 
up as a. ground for an injunction against 
him, didn't you? · 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. When that ca.me before 

Judge Moore's court, there was a. special 
exception leveled at that allegation, 
wasn't there? 

A. I can't tell you offhand, ·you have 
a copy of the petition that I had there 
before--

Q. Well, I will ask you if you do not 
remember that Judge J. D. Moore struck 
that allegation out as a. matter of law? 

A. He struck-no, I don't know as 
he struck that allegation; but the allege.-• 
tion you had in mind he did strike was 
that it would be abuse of discretion on 
the part of the Land Commissioner in 
refusing to a.ct in accord with the ruling 
of the office. 

Q. You further alleged in your peti
tion something to the effect that the 
times were not ripe, that the e.conomic 
conditions were not ripe? 

A. That, also, as l stated this morn~ 
ing, and as I stated a while a.go, and 
that going to the matter of discretion 
were stricken out on demurrer. 

Q. And a.bout those pipe lines, there· 
being no pipe lines, and the price of on 
·being low, and that. it probably might 
do this or might do the other. Judge 
Moore struck that out, didn't he? 

A. And, furthermore, though I didn't 
agree with the judge, I didn't except to 
his ruling, but accepted it, but went up 
with the case, eliminating "tha..t phase, 
in the hope that we might get quick 
disposition of the whole controversy. 

Q. All right. Let us go back. Where 
did you get a.II ·that information of . 
the speculative, economic theories you_ 
put in your petition; what persons gave 
you that information? 
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A. I have handled quite a bit of oil 
litigation on and off since I have been 
in the department, and most of it has 
been against the big oil companies, and 
some of it in co-operation with them, 
and more or less during that time I have 
accumulated a little bit of information 
about those things. The information 
that I acquired there I think was quite 
practical, keeping up with the State 
University funds. 

Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, I am going 
to ask you a question, and neither di
rectly nor indirectly am I imputing to 
you any of those things: You, in your 
activities-it is all right if you worked 
with oil companies-but to get down to 
the bone of this case, don't you know
haven't you known all the time, and 
don't you know now that this whole 
thing against J. T. Robison's insistence 
to violate the law originated in the 
desire of the big oil companies not to 
let anybody get these lands in Ward and 
in Andrews County 1 

A. I have heard it charged, and I 
think it is absurd. 

Q. You think that is absurd? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why do you think it is absurd? 
A. In th·e first place, I know in fact 

there is no connection or relation be
tween the two; in the sec9nd place, I 
don't think that they were behind the 
thing or could have reasonably been be
hind the thing. 

Q. You mean to say here today, Mr. 
Trueheart, that you don't know now and 
didn't know then that it was being in
sisted at that time that Venezuela was 
pouring a flood of oil into this coun
try, and that we had this Permian Basin 
down here, or Permian Basin oil field, 
that that was putting out a great deal 
of oil, and don't you know it was the 
consensus of opinion among all the big 
oil companies that it would probably 
be a bad thing for the production of oil, 
that it would cause too much produc
tion, that it would cause oil to go down, 
and gasoline to go down if the Uni
versity lands were opened up there and 
they struck oil? 

A. It was the opinion of the Railroad 
Commission, and every man that knew 
anything about it--

Q. I am not asking you about the 
Railroad Commission, Mr. Trueheart, I 
am asking you if that wans't the con
sensus of opinion of the big oil com
panies. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Mr. Speaker, I ob
ject. I didn't want to make objection, 
because I wanted them to exercise the 

broadest latitude along those lines. But 
this proof shows unquestionably that 
thia suit was instigated by and filed at 
the instance of the Board of Hegents of 
the State University, who passed a res
olution requesting him to file and bring 
that suit. Now, he cannot know what 
was in their minds except what he has 
learned as a matter of hearsay, or wl1at 
prompted them to pass that resolution, 
except as a matter of hearsay, and he 
has testified that lie filed that suit at 
the instigation and at the request of, 
and on the demand of the Regents of 
the State Uni\•ersity, who were acting 
for the people of Texas in their efforts 
to secure for the public the most that 
could be secured out of these mineral oil 
leases. Now, all this hearsay and all 
these speculations that counsel is in
dulging in beyond and back of the pas
sage of that resolution, as far as this 
witness is concerned, would be purely a 
matter of hearsay and inadmissible. And 
I object to further examination along 
that line. 

Senator Price: If the court please, 
the objection that has just been made 
by the able counsel for the proponents 
in this matter would probably recom
mend itself, or at least be reasonable, 
in a suit and proceeding in a court lim
ited by the strict rules of evidence. But 
I have understood all through this case, 
and particularly from the able judge of 
Dallas, that this is merely an inquisi
torial proceeding; and we never ob
jected here to the introduction of, and 
there was read here, the petition of Mr. 
Trueheart that was struck down by 
Judge Moore as a matter of law; we 
didn't raise any objection, because, God 
knows, we want the light to come in on 
this thing. Here is a man being charged 
with high crimes and misdemeanors; it 
is sought to stigmatize and disgrace his 
name, and allegations about the differ
ences here on the sale of these lands; we 
are trying to show here that it was not 
necessarily, if the committee please, 
merely to the interest of the University 
that things moved in this panorama, 
and we are endeavoring to show, and I 
think the astute Assistant Attorney 
General knows now and knew then, that 
one of the things behind it was the de
sire of the oil producing companies of 
Texas to cut down production to keep 
up the price of oil. Now, then, if they 
have shown here, and they have by hear
say testimony and otherwise, including 
a petition that was demurred to which 
they are showing hlll"e for the purpose 
of proving high crimes and misde-
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meanore in those differences, here is 
what I am trying to show, and if your 
honor will let us do it, we will show, 
so that everybody in this State will 
know, that old man Jim Robison'• po
sition in this thing, far from constitut
ing an act that would take one penny 
away from the University of Texas, that 
his position was one that woulcl ha,·e 
adcled to its revenue, with his •imple 
rules, adhered to by him for twenty· 
five years, that, regardless of clamor and 
economic argument, he would go down 
the line and follow the mandatorv stat
ute; we want to show that on' these 
53,000 acres, which was only one twenty
ninth of the University lands of this 
State, that under that competitive stat
ute, those things alleged there were not 
true; there was no fraud; we are en
titled to show by Mr. Trueheart here, 
who has testified today that he had 
special knowledge of these things, that 
that was one of the differences prevail
ing then. I know it has been bruited 
about that Robison was trying to rob the 
University; it has been bruited about 
that I, as an attorney, acting in the 
open, under a law which this Legisla
ture solemnly wrote in the statutes of 
1925, wrote that letter, that I had the 
right to do, for two independent oil 
operators. Now, if the court please, 
these things having been brought in here, 
we want to open it up from the outside 
to the gizzard, and let the people of 
this State know this whole situation. 
We are defending here a man that is ac
cused of high crimes and misdemeanors. 
We have certainly got a right to show 
the facts that center around these dif· 
ferences of opinion. We are not charg
ing here, if the court please, any par
ticular venal or criminal act on other 
people's part. We have got our side. 
We are simply here endeavoring to show 
by competent testimony that Mr. Robi· 
son, with all due respect to the wisdom 
of the Attorney General and the Regents, 
knew their interests better than they 
did-and today they would have a mil
lion dollars in the treasury if it had 
not been for this unfortunate occur
renre. \Ve submit we have the right to 
dhow these things, because from time 
immemorial it has been the rule; in the 
case of Warren Hastings, he proved 
everything on earth from the cradle to 
the grave that would throw any light on 
the matter. And here come the attor
neys for the proponents, who have the 
burden, and they are objecting on cross· 
examination, to things which I submit 
are not only pertinent to this subject 

matter. but vital-that is to say, if 
those who are hearing want to know 
about it. We submit that it is admis
sible. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Judge 
Sinks: At the initiation of this inquiry, 
and very properly, I took the position 
that this committee is sitting as an 
inquisitorial body, and, as the courts 
have said, in the capacity of a grand 
jury; and feeling that that was true, 
I took the position that the inquiry 
should not be technical in its nature, 
but should be broad and unlimited in 
its scope in so far as proof is concerned. 
But there is not a lawyer in this State 
or in this world who does not know that 
hearsay and speculation are not proof 
of anything, and not proof of any char· 
acter; and for that reason, although we 
have permitted it go on ad infinitum 
almost, we were finally driven, in order 
to limit the scope of the inquiry to 
some semblance of fact, to make this 
objection. 

Now, counsel made the statement here 
in his exuberance in discussing this mat
ter, that the petition was stricken out 
by the learned judge who tried that case 
in Travis County, although counsel 
must know that the temporary restrain
ing order was granted, and that subse
quently, when the hearing was bad be· 
fore the court, that the decision of that 
court was based upon the allegations of 
that petition, and that that court held, 
as has been shown here by this witness, 
and by others, that the Assistant Attor
ney General, that the Governor of this 
State, that the Attorney General of this 
State, that the Regents of the State Uni
versity, guiding the interests of the 
people in these properties, were correct 
in their contention in every particular, 
because they only contended with the 
Land Commissioner that he had the 
right to postpone these sales to such 
times as this Legislature would meet, 
along about the 8th of January, and 
take such action as they thought would 
be to the interest of the people of this 
State with regard to the sale of those 
lands. Now-

Senator Price: Judge, you are abso
lutely wrong in your statement. Will 
you allow me to correct you T 

Mr. Allen: My friend, if I am in the 
wrong, I invite you to do it. But sup
pose you wait until I get through, and 
I will give you another turn at it. Now, 
any way, if I am in the wrong about it, 
it is because the witnesses have been 
wrong, because I am predicating what I 
say upon the testimony of the witnesses. 
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If I have misquoted these witnesses, I 
will be glad if you will correct me now. 

Mr. Trueheart: The judgment in our 
favor was a court judgment based upon 
·our petition. The judgment in our 
favor was to the extent, as to the power 
-of the Commissioner to postpone. Un
·fortunately, as to the land as to which 
the Commissioner had not seen fit to 
follow our advice--that is, the 53,00U 
.acres included in l\fr. Price's letter-the 
trial court held that by reason of its 
:not having been postponed, vested rights 
.accrued in respect to it, and the inter
·venors, Gibson and Johnson, both rep
. resented by Mr. Price, were granted an 
injunction to restrain the Commissioner 
·from returning those bids. 

Mr. Allen: I was sure that I was 
·not in error, that is exactly my under
.standing of the situation. And had the 
Land Commissioner of this State lis
·tened to the Governor of Texas, the 
.Attorney General of Texas, and the Re
. gents of the University and had he re
scinded the advertisement for the sale 
of the 53,000 acres, just as he had the 
million and a half and the balance of 
103,000 acres, then the court would have 

. sustained on the same proposition his 
.action in doing that, and it would have 
resulted in a great saving. 

Senator Price: Judge, will you yield 
to a question? 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
Senator Price: Now, you say you 

-understand that case? 
Mr. Allen: I think I do. 
Senator Price: All right. You have 

just stated that neither the Regents, Gov
ernor nor Attorney General made any 
effort at all to stop the sale of the 
53,000 acres. 

Mr. Allen: No, no; they tried to get 
·him to take that land off the market. 

Senator Price: All right. Let me 
finish the question. Didn't you state 
there a moment ago that tl1ey made no 

-effort to stop the sale of anything except 
the lands to be sold-

Mr. Allen: No, sir, you misunder
. stood me; I didn't say that, I said just 
to the contrary-that they endeavored 
to get him to withdraw that 53,000 acres 

·that were advertised, and they tried to 
get him to withdraw the whole 103,000 
acres that were advertised on January 
2nd. There can be no question about 
that in the minds of those who have 

·:been hearing and have heard this testi-
mony and who know these records
·they tried to get him to take it all off. 
.Now, finally, he couldn't stand on the 
_platform that he was right, and he 

finally agreed to take it all off, as you 
admit, except the 53,000 acres, for 
which you say you personally had writ
ten him a specific demand to sell. Isn't 
that true? 

Senator Price: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Allen: Now, here is my proposi

tion, if he had listened to those men-
Senator Price: If the court please, 

it will take some time to correct Judge 
Allen. If he understands what happened 
in that case I can read Hebrew. As a · 
matter of fact, that is interesting, but 
what we are up against now, he is ob
jecting-

Mr. Allen: I object . 
Senator Price: Wait a minute. 
Mr. Allen: I object to counsel's stop

ping me. I didn't stop him. 
Senator Price: Well, that is what I 

want to do, if you are making an argu
ment on the merits of this case, instead 
of addressing yourself to the judge there 
on the point of the admissibility of 
testimony . 

Mr. Allen: If the court please, I 
will proceed a little further. I am 
driven to make this objection by one 
other thing that arouses every sense of 
indignation that I have in my mind and 
in my body, and that is the insinuation 
that has been cast by counsel represent
ing this man almost from the very be
ginning of this hearing that this action 
was prompted by Judge Batts and Mr. 
Holliday and others in the interest of 
some of the oil companies. I say that 
imputation is without basis. I say it 
is an imputation that is an outrage 
when addressed to such a man as Judge 
R. L. Batts. That imputation is an un
warranted attack upon the motives and 
the purposes -0f these splendid men who 
have been placed, among others, in 
charge of the University lands of this 
State, by the people of this State, act
ing through their Chief Executive. And 
I feel that it is an outrage, such an 
insinuation, without anything under the 
sun to predicate it on, made when they 
know and when they understand that 
that litigation was directed, and 
pr<>mpted, and demanded, by the entire 
body -0f the Board of Regents who were 
here present at that time, on behalf of 
the people -0f· this State. 

Now, if the court please, I object to 
those wanton insinuations that are not 
predicated upon facts, are not sup
ported by evidence; and I insist that 
this examination should be confined to 
pertinent matters and to relevant mat
ters and not to matters of conjecture 
and hearsay, particularly when they ' 
wander into a field of unjustified impu-
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tations against the patriotir, noble, law
abiding, God-fearing officers of this 
State. I am going to object to his 
asking this witness further if he had 
heard that these men and other men 
connected with some oil rompanil'~ were 
instigating that lawsuit and were be
hind that movement. as to what he had 
heard about it. 

Mr. Price: Now. if the court please, 
I will endeavor in a. brief way, and as 
calmly as T can. to make clear' our posi
tion. Xnw, if Your Honor ph1ase, I 
think if anything is plain in thi8 rase 
it is that the whole issue in this case 
was that Mr. Robison took the position 
that untlPr the law. wise 0r nnwisC', as 
it was written. that it was his dutv to 
comply with the manclatory prod~ions 
thereof to make this sale. That is his 
pn~ition. 

Hi~ further position was. thu11µ-h not 
so We'll stre~setl, these trag-ic thing~ that 
they alleged would happen in case he 
rnld it. would not happen. There was a 
difference of opinion, not only as to the 
law, but as to what poli<'y wuulil he 
best for the State UnivPrsitv. 

)low it is clear. further, in this case, 
that Mr. Trueheart and the Attorney 
General were verv rnu<'h sold and wrv 
enthusiastic on the thesis dewloped h)
.Tndge Batts, and asked for hy other 
oil companies of this Rtate. that it would 
he uneconomic for these lands to he 
opened up. 

Now. they han gone into all those 
things, showing how disastrous it would 
lie in case this 1/29 of the acreage was 
sold. \Ve simply want to show, if the 
court please, that there is another side 
to it, and that some of the moving 
forces which entered into this thesis 
that he ought not to sell this land had 
nothing on earth to do with the puhlic 
or the University, but from a legiti
mate desire, that is, an enlightened self
interest, on the part of the oil com
panies to keep the oil in the ground out 
there if they could. 

Now, it has been insinuated here that 
we are condemning Judge Batts. There 
is no man in this State, a lawver, that 
I have a higher regard for th~n Judge 
Batts; hut it is well known that at the 
time he was with the Gulf Company. 
There is no more patriotic, more noble 
man in Texas, than General Wolters; 
hut. as I understand it, he didn't want 
the land to he sold. I am not censur
ing him, either. He was representing 
his client, as he had a right to do. 

The proponents have gone into all 
this detail about this economic argu
ment, and we want to show, if we may, 

hy Mr. Trueheart, on a cross-examina
tion, that there is another side to it. 

.Tudgc Sinks: Anything that he 
knows. 

lllr. Price: asked him what he 
knew. 

,Judge Sinks: If Mr. Trueheart 
knows of other things he has a right 
to say so. 

Mr. Price: That is all on earth I 
want. 

.Judge SinkR: All right. 
Q. Now. Mr. Trueheart, you say you 

don't know now, and have never known, 
that the gentlemen who represented the 
oil producing interests of this State 
were opposed to the placing of this land 
on the market, and that they worked 
along with the Hoard of Regents, under 
the thcol"\' that their interests coin
c·ided, in orcler to prevent this sale? 

A. No. sir. I don"t know anything 
ahont that. Furthermore, I never talked 
to l\1r. Jake \Volters and never saw 
l\[r. R. L. Batts with relation to this 
thing. As I recall, my first sight of 
.Judge Batts following this injunction 
was during the course of the legislation 
of .January 11. Furthermore I acted 
under the 'instructions of the Attorney 
General, being Assistant Attorney Gen
eral. in bringing this suit, and that is 
all I know about that. 

Q. Now, lllr. Trueheart, you stated 
here in your petition that there was no 
sperific demand. What did you mean 
by, that allegation? 

A. On whirh land? 
Q. Here is your petition, on the 

hasis of which you got an ex parte in
junction, restraining order. It was 
sworn to, and it contained this allega
tion that there was no specific or writ
ten demand, didn't it? 

A. I repeat my question: On which 
land are you talking about? 

Q. On the 53,000 acres? 
A. That is that land that was in

cluded in your letter? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Upon the theory that your let

tH came in as the basis for it, hut on 
the eontrarv the advertisement ante
dated the letter making the demand. 

Q. At any rate, you stated in your 
petition that there was not any specific 
clemanrl for thiA .53.000 acres? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You do know, do you not, that 

the court held that this letter was a 
legal, statutory, specific demand, don't 
you? I mean the trial court? 

A. The tria I court's judgment has 
been superseded. .Judge Harvey held to 
the contrary. 
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Q. Just answer my question. Let's 
talk about Judge Moore? 

A. That is true. 
Q. Judge Moore held that it was a 

specific demand 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And furthermore, about the pipe 

line allegations and economic allega
tions, Judge J. D. Moore sustained our 
exceptions on all those allegations? 

A. Special exceptions on the a!Je. 
gations. 

Q. So' finally we went to the bat 
on this ease on your allegations, first, 
that the1·e was not such demand as con
templated by the statute of 1925; and, 
'second, that there was no proper ad
vertising and that the Commissioner 
had violated or abused his discretion? 

A. That last part of your question 
was eliminated by exception. 

Q. That last one 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. I believe probably he did strike the 

abuse of discretion, and the only thing 
in the case was the question of demand 
and advertisement; that was the big 
thing in the case? 

A. I say the big thing in that case 
was the question of vested rights, and 
the second big question in the case 
was the power to postpone. 

Q. You got your injunction against 
Mr. Robison on the first day -of Janu
ary, didn't you ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the day before the 

date for which the 53 ,000 acres had 
been advertised for sale? 

A. Also the other 50,000, yes, sir. 
Q. But prior to that date the Com

missioner had withdrawn or consented 
to postpone all except 53,000 acres? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Isn't that true? 
A. Yes, sir; those set for Janu

ary 2. 
Q. Now where did you present that 

petition, at what place? 
A. Judge •Calhoun's private office. 
Q. Where? 
A. Over in the courthouse in this 

county. 
Q. Did you get out any notice or 

call Mr. Robison to be there for a 
hearing? 

A. No, sir. It was not contemplated 
that such thing should be done. 

Q. I asked you what happened 1 
A. An ex parte hearing is one with

out notice. 
·Q. I know what an ex parte hear

ing is. You didn't give him any notice, 
did you? 

A. No, sir. I was not called upon 
by law to do so. 

Q. At the same time, he was up 
there in his office and was in town on 
that day, wasn't he? 

A. I can't tell you that. 
Q. Haven't you learned since that 

Robison was within three hundred yards 
of you and Judge Calhoun when that 
ex parte injunction was granted? 

A. He may have been. I didn't in
quire. I thought the emergency was 
such that we should have action right 
then and there. 

Q. You wanted it over quick, and 
without a l1earing, didn't you? 

A. A hearing would have resulted 
in delay, which would have endangered 
the matter on the question of vested 
rights, in my opinion. 

Q. I understand, but you wanted it 
over quick, and without extrnding any 
hearing or giving any notice to Mr. 
Robison, didn't you? 

A. He was finally to have his day 
in court, of course. 

Q. He didn't have his day on Jan
uary 1, did he? 

A. No. He had January l 7 as hia 
day, instead. 

Q. Now the second of Januar} rame 
on, and of course he had this i11junc: 
tion against him. Then what did you 
do in order to bolster up your case! 

A. I don't know what you mean. 
Q. Let us summarize it. On Janu

ary 1, by sworn petition, you got a· 
restraining order, without a hearing or
notice to Commissioner Robison. On 
the second day of January the peqple 
came in there to see the opening of the 
bids, and he announced that he could 
not open them, that he was under a. 
restraining order. Then the next or
der that happens, the Legislature 
meets on January 8, 1929. There is 
your petition down there alleging wil
ful disobedience. Is it not true that 
to bolster up your case, and get the
Legislature to help you, you came up
here and wrote a bill and rushed in 
through here in two or three days? 

A. The bill was originally written· 
by Judge Batts. I wrote the bill by 
request. 

Q. Judge Batts wrote the bill? 
A. Judge Batts wrote the original 

bill. 
Q. Then what did you do, what kind 

of a bill did you write! 
A. This was all done to protect the 

matter of vested rights and to give the
Legislature an opportunity for 'them
selves in the matter. 
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Q. Let's get away from generalities 
and get down to specific matters. 

A. The AC"t of January 11 speaks 
for itself. 

Q. Yes, I could read the whole act. 
A. It is very short. 
Q. But isn't it true that it repealed 

the entire leasing Act of 19251 
A. Yes, sir, in its entirety, and then 

by parcels also. 
Q. It had •pecial sections for the 

11ales of January 2, didn't it 1 
A. In special sections they repealed 

the Jaw that affected the sales that we 
reset for January 2 and postponed, and 
those that were set for January 2 and 
TIOt postponed, and those that were set 
for .January 16 and subsequent dates. 

Q. That was on January 11 that the 
'bill was enacted, with the retroactive 
'feature of reaching back and endeavor
ing to affect this January 2 matter. 
Now what did you do then 1 You went 
back and revamped your petition 1 

A. Naturally, as soon as I found 
ont about it. 

Q. You cited the Act of ,January 11 
as support for the injunction, which 
was based on your petition of a prior 
date? 

A. Of course. 
Q. And finally, upon a hearing of the 

case, the court, after reading your peti
tion and hearing the facts, dissolved the 
injunction as to the sale of the 53,000 
acres, . didn't it 1 

A. Granted it on the other 50,000, 
and also on the balance of 1.'>00,0UO 
oacres that was originally incorporated. 

, Q. In other words, the court held 
that there was specific demand for that 
.53,000 acres, isn't that true 1 

A. The court held that vested 1 ights 
bad accrued there, yes, on that acreage 
and that the Commissioner could not 
postpone sales of that. 

Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, you saiil you 
were representing the Board of Regents 
of the University 1 

A. And the State of Texas, in my 
capacity as Assistant Attorney General. 

Q. I will ask you is it not truP. thn t 
under the Jaws of this State it is the 
particular duty of the Attorney General 
to represent the heads of departments, 
and that your action was an exception 
to your rule 1 

A. We can't represent both sides of a 
law controversy. 

Q. That is not answering my ques
tion. I ask you, Mr. Trueheart, as As
sistant Attorney General, is it not, 
under the Jaw, the duty of the Attorney 

Gilneral and his assistants to represent 
the heads of departments 1 

A. Yes, sir; the Board of Regents 
also. 

Q. Isn't that the rule, and where you 
are opposed to the head of a department 
that is an exception, rather than the 
rule; isn't that true 1 

A. It is the exception. We have dis
agreed on questions of law several times 
with Mr. Robison. 

Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, when you 
appealed from that decision cf the Dis
trict Court is it not true that you 
went up solely, so far as the 53,000 acres 
is concerned, on the constitutionality or 
validity of the Act of January 111 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In other words, you abandoned, 

for practical purposes, the allegations in 
your petition in support of your conten
tion that the sale of the 53,000 acres 
should not be made T 

A. That is correct. 
Q. And you left all of them out, and 

just depended solely on a subsequent act 
of the Legislature to uphold that part of 
the temporary injunction 1 

A. I still think it is sufficient. 
Q. Well, you still think a lot of 

things that have been turned down by 
the Supreme Court, too, don't you T 

A. I have lost ~ases. Haven't you Y 
Q. A Jot of them, a lot of them. You 

were interested in writing a bill about 
suing those land owners in West Texas 
for those river beds, and you held it was 
against public policy for the State not 
to attack those titles, didn't you; in 
other words, it was against public pol
icy for the State to validate those titles! 

Mr. Allen: We object, if the Chair 
and the Judge please. The matter he is 
inquiring about has no connection with 
the matter at issue here, and to go into 
details is merely wasting time of this 
committee and prolonging this investiga
tion, and we object to it. 
. Mr. Price: Now a basis for high 
crimes and misdemeanors is the differ
ences between the Land Commissioner 
and the Attorney General. That is set 
down as one of the three remaining sub
jects we are going to be prosecuted on. 
Now if that is going to be made an im
peachable crime for the head of a de
partment not to follow the legal advice 
of the Attorney General, then, of course, 
we want to bring out just as much as 
possible the value of Mr. Trueheart's 
opinion, at least in mitigation of the 
offense. If that be a crime not to agree 
with the Attorney General, it seems to 
me that we ought to be permitted to 
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'8how that he probably was in error as a 
-defense to that allegation. Certainly I 
.know that Mr. Trueheart is not faultless. 
&me people· hav·e an idea that it is a 
-crime against the Holy Ghost for a 
atate officer to fail "to do what the Attor
ney General says. I understand that is 
not true. Mr. Trueheart understands 
·that is not true; but we want to show, 
if the court please, in this case that Mr. 
"Trueheart's opinions are those merely 
.having the status of opihions of any other 
lawyer. If we can break him down and 
oahow that he has been in error a good 
many times, and has been reversed, like 

. I have been, then so much more so is 
the Land Commissioner entitled, if he 
-disbelieves in the opinion, not to follow 
it. That is clear to me. 

Judge Sinks: He has got a clear 
.right not to follow it. As a matter of 
fact, the courts have held that the head 
-of a department don't have to follow. it. 
We understand that. They all under
oatand that they don't have to follow it. 
You want to bring out how many times 
lie ·has lost cases? Is that the id•a ! 

Mr. Price: I want to show, with !ill 
-due respect, that he is just as erroneous 
.&B he can be. Here is a situation that 
I think is absurd, that any such alfog,i-
1'ion has crept in here, where thP Land 
-Commissioner is charged with ha.,·ing a 
-dift'erent opinion. Now we are 1:ertainly 
-entitled to show by Mr. Trueheart that 
he is vested with all the foibles of other 
lawyers, and that he has been reversed. 
To be specific, as Mr. Moses suggesfod, 
I would like to establish by ~vidence 
here how many times Mr. Trueheart has 
-dilfered with the Land Commissioner, 
'When the Attorney General was wrung 
and Mr. Robison was upheld by the 
-eourt. 

Mr. Allen: Judge Sinks, we don·t 
-object to any inquiry they see fit to make 
in regard to or in connection with the 
differences that arose between the Gov
•emor and the Board of Regents and the 
Attorney General, on the one hand, and 
the Land Commissioner on the other, in 
.regard to the sale or lease of these min
oeral lands, because that would be perti
:nent as an issue before this committee. 
.But he wants to start out ancl go back 
into the history of the department and 
find out what other differences were 

:about other matters that might l•ave 
oexi.sted between the Attorney General's 
~rtment and the Land CommiSsioner; 
:and then they want to count up and 
alrow who was wrong most of the time, 
and •who .was right most of the time. Of 

course that is all out of the question. 
It has no relation to the matter under 
investigation before this committee. Of 
course we are all human, and we all 
make mistakes. Counsel says he has 
made them. Now, in order that we may 
reach a termination of this investigation, 
we are trying to keep it within the 
scope of the inatters under inquiry. We 
don't object to any relevant inquiry he 
may make with regard to differences be
tween the Land Conimissioner on the 
one hand and these gentlemen on the 
other, with regard . to these mineral 
leases. But going back into the years 
past and taking up some differences on 
some other question, that has no rela
tion to anything here; we object to that. 

Judge Sinks: It seems to me that it 
would be unnecessary to take up our own 
time to pick out a case on which the 
Attornev General and the Land Com
missioner differed. I think that is going 
too far afield, and that it really doesn't 
reach the matter. Anything in connec
tion with this case here of course would 
be pertinent, but we don't care to take 
up any case that may have occurred 
in years gone by about different mat
ters that have no connection with this . 

Mr. Moses: Will you let me make 
a short statement! These questions are 
not intended as a reflection on Mr. 
Trueheart or General Pollard; but the 
respondent in this case is charged with 
high crimes and misdemeanors because 
he didn't obey the opinion of the At
torney General. Now then suppose on 
other occasions before those two depart
ments have been in confliC't with each 
<>ther as to their idea of the law. Now 
if it is true that the Supreme Court 
had upheld Mr. Robison on other oc
casions, and there is no proof up to 
this time that has been adduced to 
show that Mr. Robison was not sincere 
in his statement that he believed that 
it was mandatory to sell the 53,000 
acres of land, he may have concluded, 
in view of these mistakes of the At
torney General's Department, that per
haps the Attorney General's Depart
ment was wrong again. It is admis
sible, we think, as giving evidence and 
determining the motive with which the 
Land Commissioner acted, if it was a 
crime to refuse to obey the Attorney 
General's Department and follow their 
opinion. It is admissible to show the 
motive with which Robison acted. If 
he had found from the decisions of the 
courts that positions in · other land 
matters taken by the Attorney G:eneral's 
Office were wrong, that would be a 
matter then for these jurors ·to take 
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into consideration in determining 
whether the act in rdusing to obey the 
Attonwv General was wilfn llv done, 
maliriot;slv done. or don<' in a· mannC'r 
to constit11te a high <'rinw n11d 111i~de
men11or. For that reason. W<' helieve 
the faets ought to he in this record. 

Judge Sinks: Let's <lon't take up a 
whole lot. of tinw. lt is all right to 
a~k f]Ul'~tiou:::- . .in~t in a g-<'IH'rnl way, 
wlwtlwr th<'\" han• <liffered heretofore. 
and then a>k how manv times. I don't 
want to tak1' np an~·· pnrtirulnr cage. 
It takf'" np ton n11wh timr. and ign't 
perti1w11t. further than thP fart you 
spokp of. that :\[r. Robison might ha,·e 
thonght the opinion of the Attorne~· 
Ge-nl'ral didn't :unn11nt to much. .lust 
aRk ahout two or thrrr rases. different 
C'a~r~ vou have. .Tu~t a!'.k that in a 
grrn·rai wa~·. That will an~W<'r the par
tirnlar pnrpo~H ... that i~ gng-grsted li,v 
eonnsel for l\Ir. R<>hison. 

l\Ir. Price: lt is a rallH'r diffi<'nlt 
thin!! . 

. Tml::?"e Sinks: I <lon't think it is 
prope~ at all to go into t\1•· minutia 
of the different ra.~es in which l\Ir. 
Rohison wa~ sustnin('d. contrary to 
what the Attorney General thought. 
. Just proYP that in 'a general wa:v. with
out going into the oerurrenre' of earh 
particular ease. That wouhl take up 
too mU(•h time. It is no good that I 
<'Rn see. 

Q. All right. Mr. Trueheart. you 
ha,·e been owr there in the Attorney 
G<·neral's Office several years. haven;t 
vou? 
· A. Yes. sir. 

Q. And on several occasions your 
department has differed on questions of 
law and policy with the Land Commis· 
sioner? 

A. Besides this, I know of only one 
other in my time there. 

Q. What was that, the relinquish· 
ment? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. You took the position 

in that case, in the relinquishment case. 
that the Legislature had no constitu· 
tional authority to pass a law which 
would constitute the owner of the sur· 
fare as the agent of the other to make 
an oil and gas lease on lands where the 
title to the minerals had been retained 
hy the State 1 

A. Yes, sir; and a great many of the 
best lawyers in this State took the same 
position. 

Q. All right. That question went 
before the Supreme Court, and you filed 
a brief, your department! 

A. I filed a brief. 

Q. You p~1·sonal!y, I believe? 
A. Yes. Bir. 

Q. You filed a brief developing the
idea that such a law was invalid an<t 
unconstitutional? 

A. And the law was sustained. 
Q. l\Ir. Robison filed a brief and ap

peared on the side that it was a valid 
law, in favor of the land owners of 
West Texas? 

A. Under reyresentation by Mr. 
R. L. Batts. 

Q. And the Supreme Court upheld 
the position of Robison on that case, 
didn't they? 

A. Yes, sir. They made a number 
of commentaries an the law, however. 

Q. You still don't believe that opin
ion is sound, do you? 

A. Well, I don't think it makes 
much difference what I believe about it. 
The Supreme Court has passed on it. 

Q. That was just voluntary; you 
said they made some commentaries? 

A. The Supreme Court itself handed 
down some very important dirtum there, 
reflecting ou the law in many particu
lars. holding, indeed. certain parts un
eonstitutional, but not the law as a 
whole . 

Q. Now, on this matter, when Mr. 
Robison nske<l for an opinion as to his 
power to postpone the sales. I will ask 
you whether you know that he was told 
hy Judge Batts, if you were present and· 
know that ,Judge Batts and the Attor
ney General told him to go ahead and' 
postpone them anyhow, law or no law!· 

A. T ne\·er heard any such thing. 
Q. You didn't hear that? 
A. No. sir. 
Q. And when you were called in for 

an opinion, you didn't have any great 
difficulty in writing it. did your 

A. I usually try to do my duty, since
T haYe heen Assistant Attorney General. 
in reaching a correct conclusion, and 
when I reach it I am pretty well satis
fied it is the best conclusion I ean reach 
under the circumstances, even though 
I may differ with other lawyers. 

Q. That is not the purpose. I think 
you are exceedingly diligent. The point 
I am driving at is, just as soon as ;vou 
got the inquiry your mind was made
up, and you were there in San Antonio, 
and all you had to do was just to write
a letter? 

A. That is not correct. 
Q. Well, what did. you dot 
A. I stated on direct examination 

that I investigated the law to a very 
considerable extent in the library of 
Mr. R. L Ball, in the city of. San. An" 
tonio, Texas. 



HOUSE JOUR.NAL. 227 

Q. Then you forwarded that letter 
to your department or to Mr. Robison 1 

A. I forwarded it to Mr. Robison, 
and sent a carbon copy to the Governor. 

Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, you took the 
position all along on this 53,000 acres 
of land, and tbe rest of it, including the 
53,000 acres, that it was going to be 
d'isastrous, and that the University 
would not get what it was worth. You 
further allege that there was no demand 
and no advertising. Have you learned 
at the present time now that, strictly 
on the question of bonuses, that bonuses 
above the one-eighth royalty, and the 
ten, twenty-five and fifty cents require
ments that there was deposited over 
there,' ov~r a million do!lars, in addi
tion to ten, twenty-fl ve and fifty cents 
a year? 

A. I don't remember that I ever got 
the exact figures. I know there had 
been a considerable amount deposited 
there. I had no basis for comparison 
with the land really. 

Q. You were there, and you know 
that my clients, Gibson, Johnson and 
Renaud, had a bid in there? 

A. I was there a short while. 
Q. They were intervenors in this 

case, weren't they? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you sit there with a pencil 

in your hand during the entire process 
of opening the bids, either you or Mr. 
Tilley? 

A. Neither of us did. 
Q. You were there a part of the 

time? 
A. Fifteen or twenty minutes. 
Q. You do know that Gibson, John

son and Renaud were bidding for this 
land, about 50,000 acres, on an average 
of more than $75 an acre bonus, in 
addition to the one-eighth royalty de
livered to the University free of ex
pense? You know they did bid? 

A. I never did prorate it out per 
acre. I know there was a very con
siderable amount offered by them. I 
have no way to gauge whether it is its 
true value. 

Q. The Commissioner read out the 
bids? 

A. I didn't hear the Commissioner 
read them out. 

Q. Mr. Trueheart, isn't this true, 
that you started into this case very 
actively to keep this 53,000 acres, or 
any number of acres, from being sold, 
and that.when you got over there to the 
Land Commissioner's office, when these 
conipetitive bids came in there, and 
showing the amounts the people had bid 
and deposited in banks, that you were 

surprised and dumfounded at the 
amount of money that was offered, and 
did you make a remark of that kind 1 

A. Hardly that strong. I said some 
of the offers there on particular sec
tions, in Crane county particularly, 
were larger than I supposed those par
ticular sections in Crane county, or 
rather those University lands in Crane 
county, would be worth. There was a 
bid of $700,000 for one section, and 
$800,000 for another. Those were per
sonal checks. as I recall them. 

Q. That is correct. Now, you say 
you studied something about oil land. 
Say we have got an area that we will 
call a wildcat area out here in Texas, 
and it shows up good on geology, and 
from the standpoint of the geologist is 
very favorable, \\That effect does that 
have on the market price of the oil and 
gas leases on the land, with a reputable 
geologist? 

A. It would increase its value. 
Q.. All right, what happens to land 

which has a good report from a geo
logical standpoint, and then you go in 
and drill a bunch of dry holes around 
it, what becomes of the value? 

A. The reverse. 
Q. The bubble bursts, doesn't it? 
A. It don't help it any. 
Q.. It don't help it at all. Now, this 

land out here that these sums were· 
placed on ·deposit for as bids, at that 
time no living lmman being knew 
whether there was oil on there or not?· 

A. I don't know. 
Q. They didn't know at that time? 
A. I personally didn't. 
Q.. Don't you know that no one else· 

knew? 
A. No, I couldn't say that. I sus

pect some people know a great deal more· 
about it than I. 

Q. You don't mean to say that the 
Board of Regents, or anyone else, can 
employ a geologist that is smart· enough 
to tell you point-blank there is oil under 
certain land or not? Don't you know 
they can't do that? 

A. No, it has not gotten down to the
point of science, ·so far as I know. 

Q. Well, take the seismograph, that 
is not a faultless method, is it? 

A. I don't understand that it is, by 
any means. 

Q. Don't you know that a rotary or 
a standard rig is the only way on earth 
you can absolutely determine whether· 
there is oil there 1 · 

A. I think it would be the most re
liable way- · 

Q.. Go down into the ground. Now,. 
that being true-
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Mr. Freeman:' We object, if the court 
please, to the habit of counsel in inter
rupting the witness in the middle of an 
answer. We submit that he should be 
permitted to finish the answer before 
another question is asked. 

Mr. Price: I was not thinking. Par
don me. 

Q. Mr. Trueheart, you have kept 
leases from being issued to those people 
who put up money over there, haven't 
you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At least, it is on appeal? 
A. It is on appeal. 
Q. Don't you know that if the leases 

went to those people the University 
would have a million dollars, whether 
it was wet or dry? 

A. That is true. 
Q. And that if there were oil yon 

got the one-eighth of that delivered t .. 
the permanent fund of the University~ 
You would get that, wouldn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, if it turns out dry, you 

would stand to lose that million dollars'! 
A. Something like that, yes. 
Q. Now, do you think a proposition 

like that is a good one for the Uni\'er
sity? Will you here now say to thi" 
Legislature that it was disastrous and 
economically wrong and wasteful and 
robbing the University by letting them 
have that money? 

A. The petition doesn't allege that 
Mr. Robison is robbing the University. 
It was not so intended. 

Q. Probably not. 
A. The intent of the petition in that 

regard is that it would he disastrous to 
sell it then; that the values then were 
not the proper values, and that it shoulcl 
be held until a later time when higher 
values exist for oil land leases. 

Q. Here is the situation, Mr. True
heart: You have been very active iu 
this matter, and you know that this 
part that Mr. Robison was going to sell, 
53,000 acres, was only about one-twenty
ninth of the area? You know that, don't 
you? 

A. If that is the way the mathe
matics figures out. You can figure it. 

Q. Something 1 ike that? 
A. It is possibly. I haven't fig

ured it. 
Q. So that under the attitude of the 

Land Commissioner of Texas he is be
ing charged with high crimes and mis
d~meanors for failing to take your ad
vice, Mr. Trueheart 1 You may think a 
thing of that kind is the bunk, but we 
-don't think so. 

Mr. Allen: We object to counsel in
terrogating this witness in that manner. 

Q. Mr. Trueheart, you knew then 
that the Land Commissioner was en
deavoring and insisted on making the 
sale of that 1/28 or 1/29 of that area, 
and in a glutted market, as has been 
stated here in this proceeding? 

A. Originally he was dumping the 
whole works on the market. 

Q. He insisted throughout the entire 
proceeding on the sale of the 53,000 
acres, didn't he! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then he further stated, so 

far as the Legisiature repealing the 
law, that he had nothing to do with 
them, and that they could repeal it or 
do as they pleased with it thereafter! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Now, if he has com

mitted any offense, so far as your de
partment is concerned, it is on account 
of his position, it is on account of his 
difference with you. about suspending 
the sale of this 53,000 acres! 

A. His special difference with me 
and the final wind-up of it. 

Q. The main difference, I say, be
tween you and the Land Commissioner, 
the real point of sharp difference, re
rnlved around this !>3,000 acres for 
which he had a specific demand, which 
he said he was going to sell, and which 
you said he ought to postpone; that was 
the sharp difference between you? 

A. That was. 
Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, you appealed 

from the decision of Judge Moore in that 
matter, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you appealed from the posi

tion that the Land Commissioner was 
right and was doing his duty in making 
sale of or attempting to make ~al" of 
the 53,000 acres for which he had specific 
demand; that was the effeet of it, 
wasn't it! 

A. The case really turned on the 
question of vested rights, as you know. 

Q. Judge Moore held that the~~ peo
ple, Gibson, Johnson and Renau,], in 
going in and making their bids upon the 
advertisement of the State, and deposit
ing their money, had acquired vested 
rights which the State could not strike 
down or revoke T 

A. Yes, sir; that is the way. 
Q. So it was necessarily the holding 

on the part of Judge J. D. Moore that 
the acts of the Commissioner in adver
tising the lands for which there was a 
written demand were valid; you knew 
that he held that, didn't you, both from 
the bench and in bis written opinion ! 
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A. I expect that is the correct con
clusion. 

Q. In other words, he upheld the act 
of the Commissioner in advertising and 
in insisting on the sale of the 53 ,000 
acres for which he had written demand, 
that is the effect 1 

A.. On account of vested rights. 
Q. And the court further hPld that 

the statute of January II, on the face 
of the case, was invalid; that is true? 

A. That the Act of January 11 was 
invalid, yes. 

Q. Now that case has gone before 
. the Commission of Appeals, and they 

handed down a decision, two of them <lid, 
and one dissented, and the Supreme 
Court has refused to adopt the majority 
opinion, which upheld your views, 
hasn't it? 

A. It upheld my views. It also re
jected the dissenting opinion, which was 
a specific answer to each of the three 
certified questions which are answered 
adversely to the State. 

Q. This majority opinion upheld 
your view of the law, didn't it? 

A. Upon a rather technical view; not 
exactly. 

Q. I mean in substance? 
A. In substance. 
Q. But it upheld your views; in sub

stance, it was favorable to your side? 
A. Yes, sir; on all of the case. 
Q. Now Judge Nichols dissented and 

held otherwise, didn't he? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It went before the Supreme Court, 

and the Supreme Court refused to adopt 
their opinion, isn't that true? 

A. Their opinion. 
Q. And has withdrawn the case from 

the Commission and it is now pending 
before the Supreme Court, and will be 
reached probably this fall, or in Oc
tober! I believe that is what you stated, 
that it could not he reached before that 
time. 

A. That is right, yes. 
Q. Now, Mr. Trueheart, I will ask 

you isn't it true that Mr. Robison, in 
talking to you along the lines of this 

. controversy, showed you that letter of 
November 17, which I wrote to him, as 
the demand under the statute that the 
land be advertised? 

A. Yes, I so stated on direct exam
in'ation. 

Q. I didn't understand it. What 
date did he show you that letter? 

A. Showed it to me on January 31, 
the mo:rning of that day, 1929. 

Q. January 31? 
..i.. I mean December 31, 1928, the 

morning of that day, when I was over· 
in his office. 

Q. That was before your petition for
injunction had been filed, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir; before it had been
drafted even. 

Q. Nevertheless, you recited in your
petition that there was no specific de
mand, your contention being that it wa~ 
not such a demand as the statute de-· 
mnnded? 

Mr. Allen: We object. He has bPeJI' 
over that. It has all been gone over. 

Mr. Price: I believe that is all. Mr .. 
llfo•es, any questions ? 

Mr. Moses: No, sir. 
Mr. Price: That is all. 

Redirect Examination. 

Mr. Freeman: May we have just a·. 
moment for conference? 

Judge Sinks: Yes, sir. 
(By Mr. Freeman}: 
Q. Out .of the confusion, Mr. True

heart, that now appears to exist on one
matter I want· to ask a question or two. 
As I understand the effect of your testi
mony, in the event the Commissioner
had exercised his discretion to withdraw· 
the 53,000 acres which he claimed he· 
had_ specific demand for, as advised by· 
the department, then it was the opinion 
of Judge Moore that the land need not 
have been placed on the market, and' 
that action would have been restrained?· 

A. That action would have been· 
postponed as to that land if he had post
poned that land. 

Q. Then the decision in Judge· 
Moore's court went off on the theory, in
part, that the action of the Commis
sioner in re.fusing to postpone made the
sales mandatory by creating rnsted' 
rights? 

A. That is my understanding of the· 
effect of the position. 

Mr. Freeman: We have no further· 
questions,. 

Mr. Allen: Stand aside, Mr. Witness. 
Mr. Barnett: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Hunt . 
Mr. Barnett: I want to offer a mo-· 

tion at this time. I want to say that. 
at the beginning of this investigation 
I entered into it strictly unbiased and' 
unprejudiced_. I scarcely knew Mr. Rob
ison before this session of the Legisla-
ture. I don't think I would have !mown 
him if I had met him on the street 
anywhere in Texas. I voted to hear 
these charges, and I think course 1 on 
~oth sides did their work faithfully to
the interest they represented. But I 
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don't believe that the proponents of 
tJ1ese charges have brought here one 
identical thing that this House l'ould 
sustain 011 these charges. The only evi
dence that affects thi:; case, to my miud. 
is the part admitted hy the respondent 
in this case, and that is the dealings 
with the checks 011 the oue cent per acre 
fund. 

Now, Mr. Chairman and Ladies and 
Gentlemeu of the House, 1 have a mo
tion here, and aill'r tl1is motion is read 
I may ham >ome other things to say. 
I want to >end up this motion. 

The Speaker: The Readiug Clerk will 
read the motion. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon read the 
n1otion, as follows: 

1 move that it is the sense of this 
Committee that the acts complained of 
in the r·hargcs against J. T. Robison, 
Commisoioner of the <Jenera! Land 
Office, is not guilty of high crimes and 
n11sdemeauor, but that he is guilty of 
indiscretion and of acts inconsistent 
with the conduct of a public office, and 
that said J. T. Robison is hereby repri
manded, and that no further action be 
taken in the matter. 

Mr. Barnett: Now, Mr. Chairman 
and Ladies and Gentlemen, we have 
spent four days on the hearing of these 
charges. It is a great expense to the 
people of Texas to continue an investi
gation of this question. During the 
regular se::-sion, when the Hou:se ap
pointed a committee under a concurrent 
resolution, to investigate this depart
ment, something like five or six thou
sand dollars wa:; spent. Every page of 
the evidence that is given in this case 
tna t is printed in the Journal cnsts 
aLout $3.75. Thus far the expen,e alone 
of printing the teotimony in this <"ase 
1·uns something like $35U.00, ,imt if w~ 
go l.ny further it is going to run some
thing like a thousand dollars for the 
printing of the testimony alone. 

The witnesses are here from all sec
tions of Texas to appear before this body 
for the respondent in this case. Others 
no doubt will be subpoenaed. I don't 
think that this House, even after they 
hear the testimony in this case, will go 
on record .ustaining the charges as 
made. Neither do I think, if the House 
did sustain the charges, that the Senate 
of Texas v.muld place upon the Commis
sioner of the General Land Office the 
shame that would come to him if they 
found impeachment. 

Now further, i\lr. Speaker, I ask that 
this House, in order to conserve time,. 
and in view of the fact that the only evi-

deuce that has been submitted that is 
worthy of consideration is that about the 
cheeks, adopt the motion. 

Mr. Woodruff: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: State your point of 
order. 

Mr. Woodruff: I raise the point of 
order that the motion by the gentle
man from Hunt is out of order in that 
it should come as the recommendation 
of the Committee of the "'hole House, 
which it fails to do. 

The Speaker: Will you reduce that 
point of order to writing1 

Mr. Woodruff: Yes, sir. 
The Speaker: The Reading Clerk will 

read the motion of the gentleman from 
Hunt. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon read the 
motion, as follows: 

"I move that it is the sense of this 
Committee that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is not guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanor, but that he is 
guilty of indiscretion and acts incon
sistent with the conduct of a public 
office, and that said J. T. Robison is 
hereby reprimanded, and that no further 
action be taken in the matter." 

The Speaker: He will now read the 
point of order by Woodruff. 

The Reading Clerk thereupon read the 
point of order, as follows: 

"l raise the point of order that the 
motion by the gentleman from Hunt is 
out of order in that it should come as a 
recommendation of the Committee of the 
Whole House, which it fails to do. By 
\Voodruff." 

The Speaker: And, of course, all this 
Committee of the 'Whole could do would 
he to recommend to the House. 

l\lr. Barnett: I request that I be 
allowed to change it to read, a recom
mendation. 

The Speaker: ls there any objection 
to the change in the motion 1 The Chair 
hears none. 

l\1r. Woodruff: l\lr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House--The peo
ple of Texas must stand amazed at such 
a preposterous proposition as the motion 
of the gentleman from Hunt at this stage 
of the investigation. If there e\'er was 
a. time, under the shining sun, a ~ase 
demanding action by the Representa~1v~s 
of the people of this great Sta~e, it 1s 
in the case presented here at this sta~e 
of this matter in which the gentleman m 
the Land Office has not offered one iota 
of evidence by way of explanation or 
explanation of his misconduct and mal
feasance in office. And yet the spokes
man of the people of Texas would come 
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.here and say to him, you have been 
_guilty of some little indiscretion, when 
the fact is that he has misappropriated 
.and misapplied public funds, and vio
lated and raped the trust and confidence 
-0f the people of Texas to the extent of 
.$72,000, for which we give you a little 
.slap on the wrist, and you may go on 
_your way and sin no more. 

The people of Texas do not do things 
in that way; the sovereign people of 
"Texas will not condone, will not coun
tenance, any such action in this matter, 
.regardless of what the gentleman from 
Hunt says about the matter. 

What is the status of the case at this 
,stage of the investigation? It is simply 
this, gentlemen of the House: Neyer in 
the history of Texas, not including and 
.not excepting the Ferguson investiga
tion of 1917, has there been presented 

.a. proposition such as has been extracted 
from that witness stand from the va
.rions witnesses who haYe been examined 
here within the last four days, and yet 
_you would expel from the office of the 
Governor the man who had been guilty 

-Of crimes and misconduct in office that 
were inconsequential as compared with 
the proof that the Commissioner of the 
Genera!" Land Office has been guilty of. 
.and yet you are asking the members of 
this Committee to forgiye and forget. 
l tell you now, gentlemen of the House, 
if J. T. Robison cannot explain that 
$72,001), how it was spent; if he cannot 
-come here and explain, with the assist
.ance of his splendid counsel, the gentle
man from Tarrant county, Mr. Moses 
-and Mr. Price; if J. T. Robison cannot 
~lain those things, I, for one, an1 tell
mg you that the people of my county 
.and my district do not have confidence 
-enough in Robison to justify him con
tinuing in the Land Office and adminis
tering the affairs of that department of 
the State government; and I say to you, 
that by his own admissions as they have 
been read into this record from the 
-stand, from the admission of every part 
-0f testimony, and by proof, then J. T. 
Robison is already convicted by the 
_people of Texas. . 

I went into this matter fairly and 
-<>pen-mindedly, willing to hear the facts 
.and all of the facts; I knew everything 
-that has been brought out on this wit
..ness stand, but I thought, perhaps, and 
J: sincerely hoped, Mr. Rountree, that 
:the gentleman in the Land Office could 
~xplain away a lot of it, and if he can
not do it, there is one thing, and one 
thing only, for him to do, and that is to 
•tep down and out of the Land Office. 

..But if he can do it, he now has the 

opportunity to go on the stand and ex
plain, and I for one am going to stan~ 
and fight until the last ditch; am going 
to see that J. T. Robison takes that 
stand, and anybody else he desires to 
place on the stand takes that stand to 
explain, and does explain, if he can, 
the things that have been charged 
against him. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas, Mr. Purl. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Woodruff, don't you 
think that you are just a little unkind 
to Mr. Robison 1 He has not said that 
he would not get on the witness stand 
and testify. 

Mr. Woodruff: I have not heard any 
intimation from Mr. Robison or his 
counsel and friends from the House 
that he was going to take the stand 
and explain these things_ 

Mr. Purl: Don't you think that the 
House ought to withdraw its judgment 
on that 1 

Mr. Woodruff: Yes. That is what 
I am insisting on. I am insisting on 
having Mr. Robison explain these things. 
I want him to have an opportunity to 
go on the stand and tell all the facts. 
I am here now to tell you that there are 
one of two things which he must do 
here and now. 

One of the things is not that he has 
violated no law, tJrnt he has trans
gressed no moral duty-he has trans
gressed that as you well know ; and if 
he has done so, he has taken no oppor
tunity to explain that, if explanation 
there be; and if there is no explana
tion, a simple condemnation as proposed 
by the gentleman from Hunt is propos
ing, is ridiculous. 

The situation here now is this: "We 
are the people of Texas. We are look
ing into an important and vital matter; 
we must hear all the facts, we must 
insist that Mr. Robison explain in de
tail, in so far as he is able, and at that 
time decide whether or not we have an 
einploye which we should return and 
continue in the service of the people, or 
whether, in our judgment, that is, the 
people's judgment, should be discharged 
and another put in his place. Mr. 
Chairman, I move that the motion be 
tabled. 

Whereupon the question was put, and 
the motion was tabled . 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the Committee--! 
hold a communication from an inter
ested member of the Committee, asking 
about certain matters that I think he 
is entitled to have an answer on before 
we recess, and with that, I think we are 
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about ready to close. do not think 
that we would be warranted in dosinl( 
our case before giving answer to th<'S<' 
matters. He says: "It is claimed that 
under the Art of the Lel(i•lature in 192!i 
the exress over thr amount tH'C'P~f'nrv to 
cover the reappraisemcnt of th<• iand 
reappraised at that time went. nuto· 
matkally, into the gPn<'rn 1 furn! of the 
State." 

I will sa~· that i" purely a question 
of law. nnd t•onn~l·I on both sides will 
suhmit thP law upon that suhjrr·t at 
the proper t imc. when we reach thP ar
gunwnt in this <'aSP . 

.:\ow. tlw 1wxt qHe>i-;tion: It i~ rlaimt•d 
that mort• than $fl0.000. and in excess 
in this. was ~tate monev. 

As to the amount, that will be sliown 
by the examination of the bank account 
carried in the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany, and the dates of these deposits. 
down to Odober, 1920, and. of course, 
in the argument the counsel will have 
their own reasons to offer to show just 
what part of the money went into the 
8tate Treasurv from the time the money 
began to be jmid into the Land Office, 
until October 26th. 

Tbe question im·ohed as to whether 
it was State money or whether it was 
money belonging to the people who 
paid it will he fully and exhaustively 
presented in the arguments when we 
reach it. 

It is claimed, and the House should 
be advised as to that. that as to whether 
the values of those lands were reduced 
or increased by reason of the reapprnise
ment. 

It is claimed that some of the lands 
which were re,·alued were worth several 
times the value of price placed on them. 

That matter will he fully discu"se<I hy 
both sides when we reach the argu
ment. 

Now, having finished with the ques
tions with this witness. in behalf of 
the respondent we now rest our case. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Grayson moves that the Committee now 
rise, report progress, and sit again to
morrow at 10 o'clock. 

\\"hereupon the <p1e•tion was taken, 
and the motion prevailed. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1929. 

MOR:"IING SESSION. 

At 10:20 a. m. Mr. Stevenson of 
Kimble moved that the House go into 
t11e Committee of the Whole, which 
motion prevailed. 

\Vhereupon the proceedings were re-

sumed before the Committee of th .. · 
Whole, as follows: 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Chairman, ,Judge 
Kinder and .Judge Mantooth are in th" 
reception room now. They wili he th" 
first two witnesses. We will have them 
brought in. 

The Speaker: The Clerk will call 
the witnesses. If you are in the gallery 
or happen to be in the reception room, 
kindly come into the House. All right. 
call them. 

The Clerk: Senator Julius Real, 
Hobert Leal, Clifford B. Jones, G. A. 
\Yelhnusen, Judge John Little. 

Mr. Quinn of Beaumont: Mr. Chair
man, I would like a ruling from th" 
Presiding Judge on a question before we 
beg-in on these witnesses. I understand 
under the law that a character witness 
is not permitted to draw a fee nor given 
mileage in any district court in our 
State. I understand that the majority 
of these witnesses heing summoned here 
by the Land Commissioner are eharacter 
\~itnesses. The question is whether or 
not this State is going to have to pay 
these witnesses if they turn out to he 
character witnesses, or whether· the ex
penses will he borne by somebody else. 
Now. I would like to have a ruling from 
Judl(e Rinks on that point. 

.Judg-e Sinks: As far as that is con
cerned, gentlemen, it is a mattq that 
the statute cover. in the district 
courts, but. in a proceeding like this, 
I don't think the statute would be bind
ing; it will be in the discretion of th" 
House whether they will foilow that. 
In the district court that is the rule. 
and it is laid down in the statute; hut 
this proceeding- is not a district court 
proceedinl(. and I apprehend it will be 
according to the pleasure of the House 
as to what will be allowed ahout these 
things. 

Mr. Quinn: would like to hav" 
another ruling on this point, Judge. I 
understand there are several hundred 
witnesses summoned here that are ex
cused and will not be used as witnesses. 
Are thev entitled to their fee! 

Judg; Sinks: If you find it proper 
to allow one, you can allow all, I 
imagine. 

The Speaker: All right. Are you 
ready to proceed, Mr. Moses! 

Mr. Moses: Judge Kinder, will you 
take the stand? 

Thereupon Judge L. S. Kinder was 
sworn by the Speaker, and testified as, 
follows: 
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Direct Examination. 

By Mr. Moses: 
Q. Please state your name? 
A. L. S. Kinder. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. Plainview, Texas, Hale county. 
Q. How long have you lived at Plain-

view? 
A. About forty-one years. 
Q. W:hat is your business or pro

fession? 
A. Pr,actidng lawyer. 
Q. Have you ever engaged in agri

culture or stock raising? 
A. Yes, to a certain extent. 
Q. What official positions, if any, 

have you held? 
A. I was district attorney of the 

old Fiftieth Judicial District from 1892 
to 1896 ; it took in fifteen or twenty 
couvties in that part of the State, to 
the New Mexican line; and then from 
1905 to 1915 I was district judge of the 
Sixty-fourth Judicial District, consist
ing of fourteen counties. 

Q. In the practice of your profession 
as a lawyer, in how many of thosP Pan
handle counties have you attended court, 
approximately? 

A. Well, I couldn't hardly say. I 
would be safe, I think, in stating that 
I have attended court in thirty to forty 
counties. 

Q. At the time you moved ·to Plain
view, Hale county, what was the condi
dition of the public lands as to whether 
they had been sold, or the great bulk of 
them were unsold! · 

A. Half of the land in all those 
counties in the central plains country, 
as well as the balance of that part of 
Texas, was school land, every other sec
tion, and was unsold. I think in Hale 
county, when I went there in Septem
ber, 1888,_ I don't believe that a section 
of State land had been sold up to that 
time. 

Q. As a practicing lawyer during 
that time, and in that vicinity, were you 
familiar with the School Land Act of 
1887; the. amendment thereto, and the 
subsequent act providing for the sale of 
public school lands? 

A. I think that 1 was more than 
familiar with that law, practically grew 
up with it, and our country was settled 
under that act and subsequent acts
amendatory acts. 

Q. Have you or not, Judge, had a 
great deal of business for your clients 
'With the General Land Office? 

A. I have had a very large amount 
of business, especially during the last 
twenty-five or thirty years. Prior to 
that, there wasn't any demand much 

for the State land in that country. As 
you understand, under the original act 
that land was on tl1e market at $2 an 
aere and five per cent interest. The 
people of that country at that time 
didn't think the land worth that, and 
very little was taken up. And, just to 
go on, I don't think that under the 
original act there were more than about 
two or three sections in Hale county 
that the buyers remained the purchas
ers; under an act-subsequent act
that land was put on at $1 an acre and 
tliree per cent interest, when most of it 
was sold. 

Q. Now. during the early '90s, I 
will ask you whetl1er or not it is true 
that there was great distress, both in 
agricultural circles and live stock cir
cles in the entire west! 

A. There was considerable, yes. 
Q. Do you remember whether the 

Legislature, in the Act of 1895, re
pealed the Act of 1887, especially the 
value part of it, and placed the school 
lands on the market at $1 an acre? 

A. Yes, sir, I remember it very well. 
Q. State whether or not it is true, 

from your experience and from your 
knowledge of that country, that a ma· 
jority, large majority, of the sections 
that had been formerly purchased under 
the School Land Act of 1887 were per
mitted to forfeit and repurcliase at 
$1 an acre? 

A. As I stated a while ago, I think 
every section of land in Hale county 
that had been bought under the original 
act at $2 an acre had been forfeited, 
except two, and I think I was familiar 
with every purchaser up to that time 
that bought from the State. 

Q. In addition to reducing the price 
of the land from $2 for ·dry land and 
$3 for water land; as it was under the 
Act of 1887-

Mr. Allen: Just one moment, Mr. 
Moses. Mr. Chairman and Judge Sinks, 
we didn't want to object, but they have 
started out inquiring as to the publie 
lands of this State, both the law and 
conditions that existed at that time, 
and the sales that took place at that 
time, and those things are wholly ir
relevant and immaterial, couldn't pos
sibly serve any purpose in this investi
gation, and we will object to it, be
cause we .think we have got enough t<> 
worry with, and tllis body will have 
enough to worry with with the things 
that are relevant and pertinent. We 
object to it. 

Mr. Moses: This is only preliminary, 
and I was about through with that 
phase of it, if the court please. But 
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we think that it is relevant for the rea
son that the .Act of 1925-we expect to 
show that the purpose of that act, by 
those who were on the Laud Committee 
of the two houses, was to reduce land 
values in Texa~ because of the distress 
and condition of the people. 

The Witness: The .Act of 1895. 
Mr. Moses: 1925, where the one

cent-per-acre was collected. Now, then, 
a question was propounded by a member 
of the House to know whether or not 
those people who contributed money to 
the Land Commissioner had their land 
values decreased, and for those reasons 
we think it admissible. I don't expect 
to go into the merits of all of these 
different land values, but just to show 
the condition of the country-we expect 
to try to show what the con di ti on of the 
country was in 1895, and a few years 
prior thereto. 

Judge Sinks : I think there is a good 
deal of latitude to be allowed, but it 
should be inquired into in ra the1· a gen
eral way, instead of specifically; spe· 
cific inquiry, of course, would take up 
very much time, and the general idea 
is to show, and I think that the re
spondent is entitled to show, that the 
land has decreased in value under the 
conditions that were surrounding it at 
that particular time. Iuasmuch as the 
question has been raised that they were 
decreased by the Commissioner in reval
uation, those matters, I think, could be 
shown as a matter of fact, in good faith. 

Mr . .Allen: Mr. Chairman and Judge 
Sinks-We didn't go into the question 
of whether these lands in the revalua
tion were decreased, and neither did they 
go into that. I want to direct the 
court's attention now to the fact that 
they are entering a new field. We spe
cifically stated the propositions that we 
would go into at the beginning of this 
inquiry, and we have confined our in
vestigation and our testimony to those 
matters that we told the members of 
the Committee we would enter into, 
and the question of whether or not under 
the revaluations the values were dimin
ished-or decreased or increased-we 
have not gone into, and that is an en
tirely new field. 

Mr. Moses: I understood counsel to 
say that the question had ·been pro
pounded by a member of the House as 
to whether they were increased or de· 
creased. 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: .And if it has, if the 

question has been propounded and acted 
on, I think, naturally, I have the right 
to show in a general way-I don't mean, 

gentlemen, to take up all of the thne of 
the House to show about each specific 
time, but we can show in a general. way 
that values had decreased in 1925 from 
what they were prior to the time that 
the land was bought-just in a general 
way, but not in specific instances so as 
to take up a great lot of time. That, 
I view, is a just conclusion from the 
facts, that the question has been pro
pounded in that matter, although coun
sel very likely did not intend to take 
up that matter; but as it has bee11 pro
pounded, I think it would be just, in a 
general way, to just prove those things. 
I think we have that right. 

Q. Judge Kinder, to some eldtent 
were you engaged in the live stock 
business.. intermittently-weren't you? 

.A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. West of Plainview, or west of 

Hale county, and west of Lubbock; it 
is true that until very recently that has 
been a grazing or ranching country, 
hasn't it? 

.A. Entirely west of Hale county, 
and largely west of Lubbock, and en
tirely west of Plainview, is· a good deal 
of land for stock reservation that covers 
something like 3,145,000 acres, and en
tirely west of that-

Q. Well, outside of that, wasn't 
there a number of school sections out 
near the line of New Mexico that was 
grazing land 'I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, getting down to it quickly, 

now, please tell the House what was the 
condition of that country, as to whether 
or not, on account of drouths and de
flation in values of live stock, great 
financial disaster and distress were 
brought in the ranching conditions of 
the .Panhandle, with which you are fa
miliar, in 1925 and prior thereto 1 

.A. Well, I don't' suppose that there 
ever was a more deplorable condition in 
the cattle industry than has existed in 
recent years in that part of the country. 
The cattlemen were in about as bad 
shape as any people could be. 

Q. Now, you are -familiar, are you 
not, with what is known as· the Re
valuation .Act of 19251 

.A. Yes, to a certain extent. 
Q. Do you know whether or not any 

of the land owners in the counties you 
have just named that were ranching 
counties, that their lands were 1·evalued 
and the values for their lands reduced 1 

.A. Yes, sir. I had several clients 
that owned land in Hockley county, espe
oially, whose lands have been revalued 
under that act. 
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Q. How long have you known Com
missioner Robison? 

A. Well, I would say more than 
thirty years -in the Land Office, inti
mately, in business transactions with 
the Land Office. 

Q. During that time, have you or 
not had many clients who had business 
with the Land Office during the time 
that the Commissioner was chief clerk 
and since he was elected Land Commis
sioner! 

A. I think especially so, on account 
of the fact that I have lived in that 
country since the beginning of its set· 
tlement and being rather familiar with 
the land business, I have had an un
usually large amount of clients who have 
had business with 'the Land Office. 

Q. Judge Kinder, are you acquainted 
with the general reputation for honesty, 
integrity and fair dealing of Commis
sioner J. T. Robison during the time 
that you have known him in those sec
tions of the State where you lh·cd and 
practiced your profession 1 

Judge Freeman: Just a minute, 
Judge. May it please Your Honor, we 
desire to interpose an objection that 
the character testimony in this inquiry 
is irrelevant. 

A Member: I can't hear. 
The Speaker : You had better talk in 

the microphone. 
·Judge Freeman: We interpose the 

objection that in this inquiry, which is 
an inquisitorial proceeding, character or 
reputation testimony is irrelevant and 
immaterial. We concede that in a crim
inal case it is always admissible in a 
trial; but in order to test out the ques· 
tion and ascertain the wishes of the 
House on the ruling of Your Honor, we 
make at this time that objection. 

Mr. Moses: Your Honor, we think 
this testimony is not only admissible, 
but highly relevant. In the charges 
filed by a member of the House, the 
respondent is charged in a number of 
instances with the crime of embezzle
ment. On the floor of this House yes
terday afternoon that charge was made 
again by the gentleman who filed the 
bill of particulars. This is a criminal 
proceeding, and the precedents are nu
merous. I may cite one: The ruling of 
Judge Gaines, the law officer selected to 
pass upon the law questions by the 
Senate in the Ferguson impeachment 
trial. Now, in view of the gravity of 
these charges-and, if they are true, 
no self-respecting member of this House 
ought to vote other than for articles 
of impeachment, so that the Senate 
might try the respondent-we think we 

have a· right to introduce this. Now, 
we expect to go further than that, if 
we are permitted to do so, with this 
witness and with others; we expect to 
show that his general reputation was 
good with the people with whom he 
lived, moved and associated,. who knew 
Commissioner Robison then, tbat his 
reputation is good now, notwithstand
ing the proceedings that have been pub
lished in the newspapers from time to 
time. Now, if we can do that, we think 
that we should be permitted as a matter 
of justice to do it. The House of Rep
resentatives yesterday-and we are not 
complaining about it at all-by a sub
stantial vote said they wanted the facts. 
I take it by that they want all the 
facts. The gentleman wbo offered the 
resolution yesterday will bear me out, 
there was no misunderstanding between 
i\ir. Barnett and counsel for respondent 
as tv the offering of that resolution. 
Now, we want to go into the facts, we 
want to show everything-we don't ex
pect to needlessly consume time, but our 
duty to our client is clear, to represent 
him to the best of our ability, and pre
sent all the facts that are relevant and 
that are admissible, in order that the 
House may intelligently vote upon the 
question of whether impeachment 
charges will be made. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman and Judge 
Sinks-In addition to the proposition 
raised by Judge Freeman with reference 
to the relevancy of this character testi
mony, at all, I want to raise the further 
proposition ibat this inquiry made of 
this witness is objectionable because 
counsel is undertaking to prove the gen
eral reputation of the respondent up in 
tliat country where the witness lives, 
and it is well known to my friend and 
to any lawyer that when you undertake 
to establish the general reputation of a 
man in a criminal case, or in any other 
character of case, that you are confined 
to proving his general reputation in the 
community in which he lives. So, then, 
our contention is, first, that before a 
purely grand jury proceeding-and the 
courts have held that is wbat this is
it is not the custom, and it is not proper, 
and it is not relevant or pertinent, to 
go into general reputation at all; and 
we object to going into it, as Judge 
Freeman has already stated. But if 
Judge Sinks should not concur with us 
in our views ·upon that matter, then we 
raise tbe proposition, which is a funda
mental one, about which there can be 
no question, that when they undertake 
to prove by the witness what the gen
eral reputation of J. T. Robison is, the 
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reputation must be confined to the com
munity in which the respondent lives. 
About that, there <'an be no question. 

Mr. Moses: Your Honor, we will not 
take up the time of the House attempt
ing to reply to that suggestion. 

Mr. Allen: I knew ~·on would not. 

Judge Freeman: In order to facili
tate the business before the Committee, 
we would appreciate it if the Presidinu 
Judge would direct the course that sl1all 
be pursued, if he permits it at all, in 
order to formulate the rule, so that 
counsel on both sides will understand 
i-xactly what the Chair rules is admissi
ble in this inquiry, if anything. 

Judge Sinks: My idea is, gentlemen, 
that the respondent may prove that his 
general reputation for honestv and in
ti-grity is good-that he n1ay prove 
that. This other proposition, I think 
that it should he only up to the•time 
of this trouble, that is the rule of court 
and the rule of justice, I think, be
cause, as counsel suggested once, the 
reputation inquired into now would be 
having other people giving opinions on 
the case· that is now before this House 
for their decision, and I think the gen
er~l rules of court apply to cases of 
this character. and bv reason of the 
particular character o( the charges that 
were preferred heri-, I think that coun
sel may ask the usual questions with 
reference to prior to this time, prior to 
this investigation, is the reputation of 
the respondent good or had for integrity 
and honesty. Now. the question occurs 
that was raised by counsel, if it should 
apply, as they ordinarily do in a crimi
nal case, to a community in which he 
lives. That rule applies where a party 
has Jived a long time in a community 
and the people have no knowledge of his 
reputation anywhere else. But if a 
party has lived for many years in any 
other community, it is stiJJ legitimate 
and proper for them to bring in testi
mony as to his reputation as long as 
he lh·ed in that community. The thing 
in this sort of question is that it is 
hardlv a local matter to a State officer, 
and that is where I see the distinc' 
tion. A State officer, while he has a 
particular locality, the seat of govern
ment, still he is a citizen of the whole 
State, and I am rather inclined to think 
that the question should be allowed to 
lie asked, but that it should be confined 
to the question: "Do you know his 
reputation in your section of the State 
for honesty and integrity Y" If the wit
TI<'~S answers "ves." then it should be: 
"Is it good or bad?" He can state 

''good" or "bad,'' as he sees proper, ac
cording to his view of it. Now, I think 
that is proper, gentlemen, and I be
lieve that that is fair, that it should 
be limited up to the time of the begin
ning of this, and that it is not for the 
witness to express the opinions of peo
ple as to what they thought about this 
investigation. 

Mr. Moses: We think Your Honor 
is right on that, and we will not pur
sue that part of it. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Mr. Chairman and 
Judge Sinks, in order to expedite this 
hearing and save time, having heard the 
views expressed hy the learned and able 
Judge, the counsel for the House will 
admit as a fact that up to the time this 
controversy arose, the general reputa
tion of Hon. J. T. Robison, Land Com
mission, in this State and throughout 
this State, for honesty and integrity 
was good. 

.Judge Sinks: Well, that eliminates 
that feature. 

Mr. Allen: And with that admission 
as a fact, we think that this character 
of testimony ought to be disposed of. 

Mr. Moses: Now, Your Honor, we do 
not think that is fair. Here is a jury 
to say by their vote that this man shall 
be tried for high crimes and misde
meanors, and if found guilty by the 
Senate removed from office and debarred 
from hereafter holding office, or vote 
the contrary. We can appreciate the 
admission that they would make, but 
in justice to respondent--and we will 
not abuse it by bringing a perfect cloud 
of witnesses here--we believe we ought 
to have the right, and that this House 
ought to have the right, to look into 
the faces of men like my old friend here 
and others we have from different por
tions of the State, and hear from their 
own lips what they say, not what coun
sel for the prosecution may say-if 
they get to that role later on-hut what 
the witnesses say, and the. t the voting 
members of this Committee have an 
opportunity to consider that testimony 
for whatever they may think it may 
be worth. 

Judge Sinks: There will not .be any 
more proof if there would be five hun
dred witnesses present that would tes
tify that the reputation of J. T. Robi
son for honesty and integrity is good, 
it would prove no more than would an 
admission that his reputation is good; 
it seems to me that it would just take 
up a great deal of time proving a thing 
which is conceded; when that is con
ceded it is a fact, and it is stated as 
a fact, and, being a fact, to take up the 
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time of the House to prove a fact that 
is already conceded is not proper and it 
is never proper in any court; and as we 
perhaps may have departed a little from 
the rules to prove general reputation,- I 
thought it was just and right and 
proper that the respondent should have 
the right to pr-0ve his general reputa
tion up until the time these charges 
were filed-right and proper and just, 
that is the way it looks to me. But 
when it has been conceded as a fact that 
his reputation was good, proof of it by 
any number of witnesses cannot 
strengthen it; and looking at the wit
ness when he is testifying would add 

' nothing to a. thing that is proven and 
established without any question, and 
which the' counsel for proponents have 
eonceded. .And I think, gentlemen, that 
if it be conceded as a fact that his repu
tation for honesty and integrity up to 
the time these charges were filed was 
good, that settles that issue with every 
member -0f this House, and they are in 
honor bound to a<icept this as a fact. 
'Therefore, I sustain the objection by 
proponents to going further into the 
proof of the general reputation of Mr. 
Robison. 

Q. Judge Kinder, in the administra
tion of the land laws during the time of 
·Commissioner Robison's incumbency in 
the Land Office, up to and including the 
administration of the Act of 1925, are 
you acquainted with the general repu
tation that Mr. Robison bore as to 
whether he handled the public lands in 
that portion of the State efficiently and 
to the satisfaction of the public and the 
·owners, or the contrary? 

Mr. Allen: Now, we object to that, 
if the Chair and Judge Sinks please, 
for this reason: The question of 
whether or not the Commissioner, under 
those various acts, complied with those 
acts and administered the law properly, 
is a question of law, and the question of 
whether or not the public were satis
fied with it would cut no figure, for the 
11imple reason that when the Legisla
ture has provided the law, it must be 
·administered in accordance with the 
acts of the Legislature, regardless of 
the public, regardless of whether it 
meets the general approval before its 
repeal or not, and general reputation 
·along that line is extending into a field 
that Judge Sinks has already excluded 
in detining the territory or scope of the 
;genera.I reputation testimony, and we 
object to it for that reason. .And coun
sel very properly suggests to me that 
:it is seeking to elicit an opinion from 

the witness upon the very issue, and 
one of the issues, that has got to be 
determined by this Committee when this 
case is finally submitted. And for those 
reasons we object to it. 

Mr. Moses: Just a moment. I with· 
draw that question for the moment. 

Q. Leaving out the question of gen
eral reputation, confining it alone now 
to the Act of 1925-as a lawyer and as 
an ex-district judge, I will ask you to 
state from your personal knowledge in 
handling lands in that portion of the 
State with which you are familiar, the 
revaluing of them under the Act of 
1925, was jt done efficiently and hon
estly, or the contrary! 

Mr. Allen: Now, we object. That 
is the very question that this Committee 
has got to determine from the testi
mony, under the law of this State, and 
he is seeking to prove by this witness 
with an omnibus inquiry what his opin
ion is of the very matter that every 
member of this House or this Committee 
must determine, under his oath, at the 
conclusion of this testimony. It would 
not be admissible in any court on earth 
or under any rule in this State, and we 
object to it. 

Senator Price: May it please the 
Court, one of the specific charges in the 
bill of particulars drawn up by Repre
sentative Woodruff is that the Commis
sioner mismanaged and abused his power 
in handling this reappraisement act. 
Now, then, we bring here a witness from 
the very country affected, who is a land 
owner and an attorney. Now, we are 
not asking him about any reputation, 
but we are asking him what he knows 
as a citizen out there acquainted with 
the actual facts; and we submit that 
if we can show anything in this case, 
it being charged that there was mis
management of this fund, it being ques
tioned here-that he lowered the prices 
lower than they should be, we are en
titled to show by these people from 
West Texas who know the facts just 
how that was done. Go into the facts 
themselves, not opinions nor conclusions 
of law, but the facts themselves pertain
ing to the whole situation. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, if we 
were going in to that, the only legi ti
ma te way in which the facts could be 
established would be to show what the 
a pp raised values of the lands were prior 
to 1925 and 1926, and then what the 
reappraisement is, and if we find that 
those values have been high, each mem
ber of this Committee would reach his 
own conclusion. But they started with 
an inquiry addressed to the proposition 
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as to the general reputation in regard 
to it. They knew when we made the 
objection that Your Honor would not 
permit that. 

l\fr. l\Ioses: No. frankly. we rlidn't 
know His Honor was going to do that. 

l\Ir. Allen: \Yell. I had no intima
tion. hut after the previous ruling of 
the Chair I knew what he would rule 
on that suhjeet. and I think most enry 
other man °here did know. Now. they 
withdraw that and they seek. in de· 
veloping fads from him-that is. the 
value of the sperifir land prior to the 
Act of 1 !)~;), and the value of specific 
lands after thev were revalued. they 
want to knnw in. a general way ""as the 
matter fairlv administered and was it 
fairlY handl~·d. Kow. that is for this 
l11•rh; to determine, and that is per
mitting hi~ opinion aR to what was re· 
pntccl at that time to he the value of 
the land. 

.Judge Sinks: I think the ohjection 
is well taken, gentlemen. The question 
is before this House to determine not 
what somebody might think as to 
whether the Land Commissioner did 
rir<l1t or whether he did wrong. I would 
s1~tain an objection promptly if the 
proponents would seek to prove by wit
nesses out there that they harl deal{ 
with him and that it was not right. I 
sustain an objection also now to this, 
that they can prove by witnesses th~t 
thev had dealincrs with him and their 
dea.lings with h~ were all right. All 
those matters are not facts, I don't 
care in what shape or form they are 
put; they are not facts, hut areT opin
ions of a particular person. Now, I 
think that tl1is House has to pas• on all 
the•e things. ancl an~- legitimate testi
mony that would show that it was right, 
or any ]ecritimate testimony that would 
show 

0

it ;as wrong. would he permissi
ble: hut not as to those individuals 
tellinrr that he says this was done 
righth. or thi• was done wrongly. Those 
ki.nds ·of questions I think are matters 
for the House to deduce from all the 
tP•timonv that is lwre. I think that is 
rl;ar an·d a fair statement, and I so 
rule. 

Q. .Judge Kinder, it is alleged in an 
urridavit filed hy a member of this Com
mittee that the one-cent-an-acre pro
vided for in the Art of l!l25. and re
ferred to in the Art of 1926. was State 
funds. Are you familiar with those two 
arts. have vou read them? 

~fr. Allell: Answer "yes'' or "no." 
A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you heen prac
ticing law? 

A. Well, about forty-two years. 
Q. From your experience as a law

yer, and as a judge, I will ask you 
whether or not, in your opinion, in 1927 
and 1928, these monevs, or what was 
left of them, were State moneys, or 
private moneys? 

lllr. Allen: Now. if the Chair please, 
and .Judge Sinks. he is undertaking to 
prove what the law waR. \Ye all re
ra 11 when Go,·crnor Moody was here on 
the stand his reference t"O a lawyer in 
the distrirt court who undertook to put 
a memher of the Legislature on the wit
ne"s stand to prove up the law, and I 
clidn't lrnrdlv feel, after what the Gov
ernor said. ·that counsel would resort 
to that effort here. But he that as it 
may, he is undertaking to prove hy the 
distinguished judge. who is now a wit
ness in this case. what the law is, and 
that is not permissible in any court, 
under anv rule of evidence in the 
world, and we object to it. 

l\Ir. Moses: Your Honor, suppose 
that Commissioner Robison honestly be
lieved that thev were private f;,nds. 
an cl we ran sh~w that fact, wouldn't 
this character of testimonv then be ad
missible from lawvers of distinction? 
And we will endeavor to not try to 
pron it except from that source. If 
they are of the opinion, it is their opin
ion that they were private funds-and 
that is our contention in this case, and 
Commissioner Robison believed it
doesn't that take the culpability away 
from it. even though this House might 
conclude otherwise? If he treated it 
as private funds, honestly believing 
they were private funds. and used some 
of it with the consent of those who had 
paid it in, then there is no criminal 
intent shown on the part of the re
spondent. 

Judcre Sinks: As to that proposi
tion. I think, gentlemen, if you under
take to bring lawyers around to prove 
what the law is, you will have a terri
ble time; there would be as much dif
ference as there would be between the 
so-called controversy on evolution. So 
I don't think it is 

0

proper to undertake 
to prove by a lawyer what the law is. 
Now, as to the good intentions of Mr. 
Robison; of course, if the testimony
! don't remember now what he said
but it was stated up here that Mr. 
Robison believed that those funds we:re 
private funds, that he could properly 
use them that would be a matter of 
proper t~stimony before the jury here 
to consider as to the intent of the party 
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in managing his business-I think that 
is proper; but to undertake to prove by 
a lawyer here that, according to the 
law ·of 1925 and the law that was passed 
afterwards in the Special Session as to 
this one-cent-even if it one way or the 
other-it is not that character of expert 
testimony that is admissible, still there 
would be just about as much differenre 
of opinion. It is not regarded as proper 
testimony for an attorney to get up and 
swear as to the effect of different acts; 
these are matters, now, that, of course. 
counsel would present to the House. It 
might be objected that all members of 
the House were not lawyers, but at the 
same time that would make no difference 
whether thev were lawyers or not, they 
are jurors and would have to pass on 
the matter. Now, counsel can argue 
and present this matter, of course, to 
the effect that it was actually private 
funds, from those laws, but it would 
be from the Jaws themselves, and they 
couldn't bring expert lawyers here to 
give their opinions of it. Now; that 
is my judgment about that. 

Mr. Moses:. Judge Sinks, if you will 
pardon me, it is true that in a trial in 
court, where the presiding judge in
structs the jury what the law is, that 
the opinion of lawyers would be inad· 
missible; and it is true that, and we 
will show by the testimony of·the Com
missioner, and he will swear that he 
honestly believed they were private 
funds, while those proponents of im
peachment, if any there be when this 
is over with, and counsel employed by 
them, will not any of them concede that 
they were private funds, they will argue 
that they were public funds, the jury 
might conclude that Mr. Robison in that 
matter at least was not a credible wit
ness, that he has testified from selfish 
motives or to avoid punishment. Now, 
I can see that those other rulings are, 
perhaps, correct, but if it can be shown 
now to the laymen of the House, not by 
a great horde of lawyers, but by a num
ber, a respectable number, that they 
concluded it was that way, then it be
comes helpful at least to the jury to 
determine whether Commissioner Robi
son was honestly telling the truth when 
he said he believed they were private 
funds. We will not abuse it if we are 
permitted to do that, Your Honor. It 
is already a part of this record that the 
.Attorney General of Texas ruled that 
they were public funds; now, that is 
the chief law adviser of this State. .Are 
we compelled to keep silent and not 
disprove that if we can disprove it? 
Because it is also in evidence-and I 

mean no reflection on the .Attorney Gen
eral's Department, all of them whom I 
know are my friends, from General Pol
lard down-they have given a good 
many opinions that the Supreme Court 
llas held are erroneous. Now, as af
fecting the good faith of Commissioner 
Robison as treating these as private 
funds belonging not to the State, but to 
those people who paid them in, I be· 
lieve that we should be permitted-and 
we appeal to this House, to this Com
mittee, of which you are presiding 
Chairman-to let us go into that 
matter. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, I do 
want to keep the record straight. Conn· 
sel suggested to my friend that we had 
asked somebody connected with the .At· 
torney General's office about that mat· 
ter. We not only did not do it, but we 
never thought of doing that-we never 
asked either Mr. Trueheart, or the .At· 
torney General, or the Governor, and 
we had no occasion to, and wouldn't 
ha1'e done it if we had-we never asked 
any of them whether that was a public 
or a private, fund. The law determines 
that, and counsel is just in error when 
he says we ever asked a question of 
tl!at kind, because, so help me, God, we
didn't do it-we didn't do it then, and 
wouldn't do it now. 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Smith, who repre· 
sented the Commissioner in the inves· 
tigation, informed me, the House knows 
whether it is correct or not. We sub
mit the report to. this House, and Mr. 
Minor, as a part of that report or a 
part of that record, presented an opin
ion from the .Attorney General's office 
to the effect that those moneys were 
State moneys. Now, whether Mr . .Allen 
did it, it is in the hands of the member· 
ship of this House, who are going t<> 
have to vote on that proposition, it has 
been discussed here on the floor of the
House, when the Minor report was pre
sented and argued to this House-why,. 
it is in the minds of all the jurors now, 
it has been told to them. before, and be
cause it has not been introduced right 
at this time, to quibble over a matter 
of this sort, we don't believe is hardly 
fair. Counsel may not be any more 
acquainted with the report than I am
! have never read. it, I know of it only 
in a general way. 

Mr . .Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, just 
one moment, counsel interrupted me-
I was speaking-

Mr. Moses: I beg your pardon, I 
thought you were through. 

Mr. Allen: But he ·interjects a mat
ter into this hearing I never heard of-;-
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Judge Sinks: But, gentlemen, I don't 
see any use to argue this thing. As far 
as I am concerned, it is perfectly clear 
to me you can't go ahead and prove 
what the law is by a lawyer. The law 
speaks for itself, each juror will have 
to pass on this mnltPr nrconling- to his 
best judgnwnt, at'rordi11g- to thr law ns 
presented to him hy counsel on either 
side as to what thnt lnw k I dun't 
care anything nhout the halancc. The 
lawyers have t.1 ju<lgc fur themselves, 
and I think everv man in this House 
should do the s1ui1e--let him judge for 
himself and gin his honest judgment 
about it after hearing the law and hear· 
ing the court decisions and the argu
ment on both sides as to what is the 
law. That is all you have to do; and I 
don"t want to bring in half a dozen 
lawyers here to show one way what the 
law is, and bring in another half dozen 
to show the other wav, and vou don't 
pruve anything when °you get through 
with it. That is my idea about it. 

Mr. llloses: You may cross-examine 
him. 

Mr. Allen: Stand aside. .Judge. 
Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

Julius Reul, a witness in behalf of 
the respondent. having heen duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Hepre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses) : 
Q. \Viii you please state your name! 
A. Julius Real. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. Kernille. 
Q. How long haH you lived in Kerr

ville! 
A. Sixty-nine years. 
Q. Have you ever held any otlkial 

positions! 
A. I have. 
Q. What positions were they! 
A. I was county commissioner. 

county judge. county "superintendent of 
education, and was a member of the 
8tate Senate for ten 'ears, and a mem
ber of the Council of Defense during the 
World War. 

Q. Talk with a little more volume. 
\Vere you a member of the State Senate 
in 1925 ! 

A. I was. 
Q. Were you a member of the Com

mittee on Lands and Land Office in the 
Senate, what is known as the Land Com
mittee? 

A. I was. 
Q.. Did you occupy that position 

-while you were in the Senate! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you occupy any position on 

that committee! 
A. I was ehairman of that com

mittee. 
Q. Do you recall what is known as 

the revaluation act that was passed by 
the Legislature in 1925 ! 

A. I do. 
Q. Senator Real, have you during a 

great portion of your life been engaged 
in the stock business! 

A. You might say all my life. I 
was born on a ranch, and raised on a 
ranch. That is about all I have ever 
done. 

Q. "What were the financial condi
tions of West Texas in 1917, occasioned 
hy drouth an<l later by deflation in the 
,-alue of cattle! 

A. Very bad, very bad. 
Q. Do vou remember whether or not 

there was "a very severe drouth in 1924 
and 1925 ! 

A. I remember that quite well. 
Q. Did you hear the discussion by 

the proponents of the land bill in 1925 ! 
A. I did. 
Q. And especially with regard to 

what was intended by that act, as to 
whether or not it was passed in many 
instances for the purpose of reapprais
ing land at a lower price than it had 
been vreviously &old at t 

A. Would you ask that question 
again, please? 

Q. After you heard those discussions 
of the proponents of that bill and the 
~enators on the floor, was it or not gen
erally understood, and so stated, that 
the main purpose of the passage of the 
Art of 19~5 was to lower the values of 
the school lands! 

A. That is the way I remember it, 
in that drouth-stricken section out there. 

Q. Personally, did you have any land 
reclassified or revalued! 

A. I did not. 
Q. You know J. T. Robison, the 

Commissioner! 
A. I know him well. 
Q. How long have you known him! 
A. I was first connected with the 

Senate in 1919, and the entire time 
when I was in the Senate before, I was 
on the Land Committee, the entire time, 
if I remember correctly, and naturally 
I got in intimate contact with him quite 
often, and the ten years I was in the 
Renate I met him often. I never had 
any official duties with him personally, 
personal dealings, never. 

Q. Did you have occasion to meet 
Commissioner Robison in Kerr county, 
where you live! 
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.A. 1 I met him there at times and at 
other places. 

Mr._ Price: Pardon me, it has just 
been called to my attention that the 
Representatives can't hear you back 
there. Let's change the microphone so 
they can hear. 

Q. Senator Real, state if you know 
whether or not, in revaluing this land, 
Commissioner Robison went on the 
ground and made personal inspec~ions 
of the lands that were involved and re
elassified and revalued! 

.A. I only know what I heard. 
Mr. Moses: · Cross-examine. 
Mr . .Allen: That is all. Thank you, 

sir. 

. Robert Rea.I, a witness in behalf of 
the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Your name is Robert Rea.I! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Rea.I! 
.A. .At Kerrville, Kerr county. 
Q. Were you raised in Kerr county? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What business are you en

.gaged in! 
.A. Stock busin'ess. 
Q. How long have you been engaged 

in that business? 
.A. .All my life. 
Q. Prior to the division of the land 

belonging to the Schreiner Cattle Com
pany, were you connected with that com
pany in any capacity; if so, in what 
-capacity! 

A. I was handling some of their 
ranches. 

.Q. You had charge of what is known 
.as the Live Oak Ranch, did you not? 

.A. Yes, sir; at that time the Live 
Qak, the Sawyer and the Bundy, three 
ranches. 

Q. Were you familiar with live 
stock conditions, especially cattle! 

.A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. During the.years preceding 1925, 

.and during the year 1925, in the section 
of ·the State where you live, and west 
of there? 

.A. Yes, sir, very well. 
Q. What were those conditions, Mr. 

"Rea.I? 
.A. Well, . a few yea.rs prior we had 

·some bad drouths up there, and then in 
the year, pa.rt of 1924 and 1925, we 
had the worst droi.lth we ever had. But 
the big drop in cattle ca.me a.bout 1921, 
I think was when the big drop came in 
-cattle, when in eighteen months they 
1ost about two-thirds of their value. 

Q. _what was the financial condition 

of 98 per cent of the cattlemen in 1925 
in the western portion of this State? 

.A. Just as bad as it could be. They 
went broke by the wholesale. It couldn't 
have been a.qy worse drouth we ever had. 
Right on. top of those low cattle prices 
we had the worst drouth, pa.rt of 1924 
_and' part of 1925, that we ever had 
since I have been a boy in this western 
part of the State. 

Q. Personally, did you ever own any 
land that was revalued or reclassified? 

.A. I did not . 
Q. Do you know Commissioner Robi-

son? 
A. Yes, sir, I know him well. 
Q. Are you his friend! 
Mr. Allen: We object to that . 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: Cross-examine. 
Mr. Allen: Stand aside, sir. 
Mr. Moses: Now, will you give us a 

few minutes to reorganize ourselves un
der the rulings? 

The Speaker: .A short recess.' 
Mr. Moses: About one minute . 
J. C. Hunter, a witness in behalf of 

the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Smith): 
Q. State your name to the Com-

mittee. 
A. J. C. Hunter . 
Q. Where do you live, Judge Hunter! 
.A. I live at Abilene at present. 
Q. Where did you live before you 

moved to Abilene! 
A. From 19 II to the early part of 

1929 I Jived at Van Horn, in Culberson 
county, Texas. 

Q. What official position, if any, did 
you hold in Culberson county? 

.A. I was county judge of Culberson 
county for ten years. 

Q. Did you own any lands in Cul
berson county ? 

.A. I did. 
Q. Were you interested in the enact

ment of what is known as the Reap
pra.isement Act of 1925? 

.A. I was. 
Q. Did you have occasion to come 

down to Austin at the time that bill 
was up before the Legislature? 

A. I did. 
Q. State to the Committee what you 

know of your own persona.I knowledge 
about the history of the enactment of 
that statute. 

A. That statute was enacted as a 
result of a solicitation of a committee 
from West Texas to appeal to the Legis
lature to pass a law that would· correct 
an evil condition that came about 
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through two causes: First, a wrong 
policy in the sale of public school lands 
in the extreme western portion of the 
State, where the drouth conditions 
which brought about the immediate 
trouble existed in that 1 erritory, and 
that caused them to <·0111<· here in regard 
to the wrong polie~· of sale. Briefly 
stated, it is thi>: l"p to about 1905 
the policy of the State in regard to its 
public school lands in that territory 
was to withhold them from sale and 
lease them in large tracts to cattlemen. 
Under that policy large ranches were 
liuilt up and es1ahlislwd ancl profitably 
operated. The leases were ohtained from 
the State on long term of years, at com
parntin>ly low rental, and the cattle
men were enabled to build up large 
ranches without extensively improving 
those lands and without hea,·ily stock
ing those lands. That cornlition pre
"" ile<l until 1905, during which time, as 
stated, profitable ranching enterprises 
were !milt up. 

In l!lO."i the Legislature passed a law 
changing that policy and ordered the 
lands sold, and the leases on expiration 
were not to be renewed. The lands 
were to be sold to settlers, which was 
prompted h~· the fact that it was be
lieved it would be better for the State 
for this land to be taken up as home
steads and developed, and de,·elop tax
able values and establish a healthy con
dition in that section of the country by 
breaking up those large cattle ranches. 

Under that policy the lands were sold, 
not at a fixed price at which they might 
be sold, as had been done in other parts 
of Texas up to that time, but were sold 
as a real estate proposition, to the high
est bidder, open to the whole world. And 
those lands went upon the market, and 
they were bid upon at stated times by 
the people from all parts of Texas and 
all parts of the United States, and peo
ple in a large measure who knew noth
ing about the conditions that existed 
out there in the operation of a ranch. 
They purchased those lands, and 
couldn't conceive of them being worth 
as •mall amount as a dollar an acre, or 
a bit higher than that. 

Thi' ranchmen out there couldn't pay 
1hose prices, and in a large number of 
instances some of them made the mis
take of trying to outbid those men from 
East Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas, 
who didn't know anything about that 
country. And after they bought those 
lands in at a higher price, they were 
required to live on them three years, 

their homestead that they had pur-

chased, in some instances four sections 
and in some instances eight sections. ' 

When they went out there to live on 
the land .and try to make a living, the 
law reqmred them to stay on the land 
three years and to put certain improve
ments on it, and they found that was 
practically an impossible condition. In 
the first place, water could he obtained. 
if at all, at great expense; and when 
one got a place it would be necessary to 
find water. and improve it, and 

0

buv 
cattle and put on; and the number bf 
cattle that four to eight sections would 
carry were insufficient to sustain a fam
ily, pay interest to the State on the 
purchase price, and pay off the interest 
on the innstment in cattle, and pay for 
improvements on the land. 

And so consequently these men, after 
their three ~·ears were up-the law pro
\'ided that thev could sell at the end of 
one year. anc( at the end of the year 
practically all of them were undertak
ing to sell their holdings. And usually 
the purchasers were the people who· 
owned those large ranches before, under 
lease contract, and had had their busi
ness destroyed by the onrush of these 
homesteaders, who usually found con
ditions such that they couldn't make a 
living, and the policy proved to be a 
mistake, hoth to them and to the coun
try out there. So they sold out what 
they called their bonus claims to the· 
ranchmen throughout that country. 

There is where the trouble started. 
The ranchmen who had been successful 
under the leasing policy began to mar
ket their cattle to raise money to buy 
out those bonus claims. And they did 
that almost to a hundred per cent, and 
in some instances they would mortgage 
their cattle. And that continued for a 
period up to about 1911 or 1912. 

Then we had a drouth condition come 
on in that country, which brought about 
more trouble, and hundreds of those 
fe !lows who had undertaken to purchase 
those lands and operate them and create 
enough wealth to pay the taxes and 
interest on those lands, found that they 
couldn't do it. 

And the Legislature in 1913, realizing 
that condition that existed out there, 
and feeling undoubtedly their responsi
bility for apparently having brought it 
about, passed a revaluation· act in 1913. 
There was a committee appointed from 
down there that went out there and did 
reappraise a good many of those lands, 
and didn't do good enough job to correct 
the mistake that had been uiade in the 
sale of lands in the first place. 
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Q. This reappraisement of 1913 
didn't lower the prices sufficiently to 
justify the people in continuing to own 
the land, is that it? 

A. It certainly didn't; and it lacked 
a whole lot lowering it down to the level 
of the lands all over Texas outside of 
that section. After they made this re
valuation the section got started the 
best it could under that program, and 
in 1916 another drouth came along, as 
they regularly do in that country. In 
1917 the drouth was bad, and in 1918 
it was bad. 

And then the Legislature down here in 
1918 passed a resolution instructing the 
Commissioner not to forfeit those lands 
for non-payment of the interest due on 
them, and some of them carried on over 
until 1921, at which time the Legisla
ture passed another resolution instruct· 
ing the Land Commissioner not to can
cel lands for non-payment of interest 
up to 1922. 

Then we went on up to 1925, and the 
physical condition didn't improve. It 
got worse. And tl1is was the worst 
drouth in the history of the country. 
In practically every town in the coun
try out there the original lease operators 
became either insolvent or bankrupt. 
Many of the banks in that country were 
practically bankrupt or insolvent. So 
the Legislature, in response to a wide· 
spread movement on the part of the land 
owners in that country, passed wliat is 
commonly known as the 1925 reappraise
ment act. And on that measure the 
ranchmen appeared down here befon> the 
committee and urged the passage of 
some such law to give relief to a bad 
condition that existed out there, and to 
correct a mistake that had been made 
by the Legislature in the policy in re
gard to public school lands in the desert 
section out there west of the Pecos 
River. We argued for the same kind of 
treatment for the people out there that 
had been accorded to the people in the 
rest of Texas. And the response of the 
Legislature, as it usually is when they 
have the facts before them, was fair and 
reasonable action on matters pertaining 
to that section of Texas. 

Before that time Mr. Robison, at their 
solicitation, and along with us, told of 
conditions, but did not recommend a 
law. We recommended that law. There 
had been some kind of a bill prepared 
by someone that didn't reach the con
ditions, and a sub-committee was ap
pointed by this main committee of the 
House to draw up a bill that met ob
jections. That sub-committee met in 
Mr. Robison's office, and asked me ~o 

appear, along with other representatives 
from West Texas. I don't mean the 
Representatives in the Legislature. I 
mean the people from West Texas. They 
asked us to come there, and we did go 
over there in his office and gave them 
our views. 

When the committee meeting was over 
they asked Mr. Robison to draft a bill 
that would be constitutional, and to put 
into it the things that had been devel
.oped in the hearing. He said he was 
willing to write the bill, but objected 
especially to one feature of it, and that 
was that it was the unanimous recom
mendation of the committee and of the 
folks down there that he act as a com
mittee of one to revalue those lands. He 
recommended that a committee of more 
than one be appointed by virtue of the 
bill to do this revaluing. That was 
overruled. 

Q. What reasons did llfr. Robison 
give for objecting to having the sole 
authorit~· of revaluing those lands? 

A. Well, he gave various reasons. 
I recall one of the reasons was that he 
said he was so familiar with the con
dition of the country, and was familiar 
with the policy that had been in vogue, 
and that he was afraid he would be too 
liberal with the land owners in that part 
of Texas. And the committee members 
replied that they expected him to be 
liberal. More than one member of the 
House told me that they expected this 
land to be put at a dollar an acre, like 
it was under the 1895 law. That was 
what was expected, that the land would 
be appraised at a dollar an acre. The 
land was valued at around $1.50 an acre 
by Mr. Robison when he went out and 
made the valuation on the ground. 

Q. That was the way Mr. Robison 
revalued the land? 

A. Yes, sir. It was about 
$3,000,000.00 more than the people ex
pected when he was made a committee 
of one to go out and revalue it, instead 
of $5,000,000.00 less than it ought to · 
have been, as has been intimated here. 

Now I want to say this further: The 
other thing discussed by the people down 
here was the matter of the expense of 
revaluing those lands. There seemed to 
be no objection on the part of the Legis
lature to correct the mistake that had 
been made and to give some considera
tion to the condi~ions prevailing, but 
the question of who was going to pay 
for it arose. The Legislature members 
said they would not pay any of the ex
pense. They were willing for the lands 
to be revalued, but they would not 
underwrite a dime of the expense of 
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that, and that the fand owners them
selves would have to pay that. It was 
thought that a half cent an acre would 
be enough to pay that expense, and 
while we were willing to pay it, we 
didn't think we ought to have to pay 
it, and thought that the Legislature 
ought to pay it, and they refused to do 
it. We then got to the point that the 
law required that we put up one cent 
an acre. We acceded to that without 
furthor al'gnment, for this reason, be
cause of the fact we understood-

Mr. Allen: We object to what he 
believed. 

T:1e Witness: will state what I 
knm•. 

Mr. Allen: This witness has been 
speakinl!, and of course we have no idea 
in the world what he is going to say. 
I think if he is a witness counsel should 
interrogate him, so we will have some 
intilllat.ion of what he is going to say 
and have an opportunity to object to 
some particular matters going before 
this committee. I shall object to tho 
witness making a further speech, and 
shall invoke the ruling of the Chair and 
Judge Sinks, that counsel be reqn ;red 
to interrogate his witness. 

Mr. Smith: We object to the state
ment of counsel that the witness is 
making a speech. This witness is testi
fying to facts ns he knows them, and it 
seems to me that he should be permitted 
to tell his story before this committee 
without interruption by counsel asking 
questions better than by counsel asking 
questions; and we further submit that 
this witness has testified to nothing that 
was not admissible. 

Mr. Moses: I object to Judge Allen 
quarreling with the witness. 

Mr. Allen: I am not quarreling with 
anybody except my friend Moses. 

Q. Go ahead, Mr. Hunter. 
A. That necessitated making this 

one cent per acre fund so there would 
be sufficient to pay these expenses and 
to avoid a condition that might arise 
whereby Mr. Robison would be com
pelled by law to examine those lands 
and pay his own expenses, because the 
State refused to pay any part of the 
expense fund. We acceded to that posi
tion, and took the position, however, 
that no part of that money, since the 
State would not pay any of the ex
penses, that no part of that money, if 
any was left, should ever be paid into 
the State treasury itself. That position 
was persisted in, but it was passed into 
law that the portion left, if any, should 
be paid into the treasury. 

We continued to persist that that was 
wrong, and later insisted that the law 
be amended in other respects that were 
necessary to carry it into full effect, 
and along with that, since it had to be 
amended in other respects, we insisted 
that it also be amended in 1926 so that 
this money, if any was left, should go 
back to the people who paid it in, since 
the State would take no part in putting 
up the money in the first place. That 
is the amendment that was passed, to 
return the balance to the owners of the 
land, the people who had put it up 
in the first instance. 

Q. Judge Hunter, do you know the 
rental value of lands generally through
out West Texas that are used for graz- · 
ing purposes! 

A. I do of those lands in the extreme 
western portion, where the greater por· 
tion of this land was revalued. 

Q. What is the average rental price 
obtained from that land! 

A. It will range from three to five 
cents an acre. The largest single owner 
of land in that country has about 
2,000,000 acres of land that the State 
gave to the Texas & Pacific Railroad 
Company in order to induce them to 
build into that country. Those lands 
are held in what is known as the T. & 
P. Land Trust, and_ they are leased to 
the ranchmen in that general section 
of the country, when they can find some
one to lease them to, and the prevailing 
price is from three to five cents per acre 
per annum. 

Q. That is the entire source of rev· 
enue obtained from such land T 

A. That is the only source of revenue 
from those lands, so far as I know. 

Q. Under the law the purchaser has 
to pay three per cent interest to the 
State! 

A. He pays three per cent on all 
those lands that were purchased up to 
a certain time. In addition to selling 
the land, the State used to require the 
man to go out there and live there for 
five years on the land. So there was 
some of that land that they could not 
get a man to go out there and live on, 
and they changed that and said they 
would not require them to live on it, 
but they would charge five per cent in
terest. So on the lands that have been 
sold in recent years they charge five per 
cent interest. On those sold prior to 
that they charged three per cen~ 

Q. The purchasers of those lands 
have to pay State and county and dis· 
trict taxes, don't they T 

A. They do. 
Q. Now, Judge Hunter, I want to 
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ask you about gifts that have been 
alleged were made to Mr. Robison. Did 
you have anything to do with support· 
ing the movement of those West Texas 
people that resulted in a refund of a 
certain portion of this reappraisement 
fund, the one cent per acre fund, to the 
Land Commissioner, and, if so, what 1 

A. Yes, sir; I did. 
Q. Tell the committee about it 1 
A. The first connection I had with 

that, the part I had to do with it, was 
the circulation of a petition addressed 
to the Land Commissioner, and advising 
him that we understood that we were 
to receive a portion of this one cent an 
acre fund as a refund to us, and if that 
were true we would not accept it, and 
instructed him then . and there not to 
sent it to us, but to keep it for his own 
personal use. 

Q. Have you a copy of one of the 
petitions you caused to be circulated? 

A. Yes, sir; I have. 
Q. Read the request that is written 

on that petition which is addressed, as 
I understand it, to Mr. Robison. 

Mr. Allen: Will you let us see that, 
Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Smith: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Allen: We have no objection to 

that. 
Q. Read that, Judge Hunter, please. 
A. Mr. J. T. Robison, Land Commis

sioner, Austin, Texas. Dear Sir: I un
derstand that you are to refund a part 
of the one cent per acre that I paid 
on the expense of revaluing my land. 
If this be true, I will not accept it and 
now instruct you not to send it to me, 
but keep it for your personal use. Yours 
very truly, with the names of the sign
ers, signed by a number of people here. 

Q. Did you cause a number of peti-
tions like that to be typewritten 1 

A. I did. 
Q. What did you do with them 1 
A. I circulated some of them myself, 

and others were circulated by various 
people in West Texas. 

Mr. Allen: I would like for the ste
nographer to identify it and put it in 
the record. 

Mr. Smith: I have not introduced it 
yet. The witness has just read it. 

Mr. Allen: Then I move that it be 
stricken. 

Mr. Smith: If the court please, we 
are offering this evidence as we think 
it should be offered. Personally, I see 
no objection to offering it. I don't like 
to have Judge Allen instruct me how 
to interrogate my witness. I have heard 
that Judge Allen was this kind of a 

lawyer, a very able lawyer, very ingeni
ous, a lawyer that likes to ask the ques
tion, to rule on the admissibility, and 
then answer the question. We don't 
want it conducted in that way, may it 
please the court. 

Mr. Allen: I make the motion. I 
am addressing myself to the Chair and 
to Judge Sinks relative to the instru
ment that he read and did not offer in 
evidence. 

Mr. Smith: I offe1· this in evidence. 
Mr. Allen: As to any reference made 

to me, I will say I con•ider the source. 
Mr. Smith: We offer it in evidence. 
(The instrument was thereupon in

troduced in evidence, identified as Ex
hibit No. 61, and is as follows): 
Mr. J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner, 

Austin, Texas. 
Dear Sir: I understand you are to 

refund a part of the one cent per acre 
that I had paid on the expense of re
valuing my land. If this be true, I will 
not accept it and now instruct you not 
to send it to me, but keep it for your 
personal use. 

Yours very truly, 
Name of Land OwPP.r. 

P ostoffice Address. 
R. D. Parker, Toyah, Texas. 
B. F. Seay, Toyah: Texas. 
Mrs. J. P. Seay, Toyah, Texas. 
M. McAlpin, Toyah, Texas. 
M. McAlpin and M. A. Grisham, 

Toyah, Texas. 
M. McAlpin, M. A. Grisham and 

Shelby Brooks, Toyah, Texas. 
J. Van Geson, Toyah, Texas. 
Mrs. Jno. B. Young, Toyah, Texas. 
Citizens State Bank, by E. B. Daniel, 

Toyah, Texas. 
W. M. Wright, by E. B. Daniel, Toyah, 

Texas. 
Mrs. W. M. Wright, by E. B. Dan

iel, Toyah, Texas. 
E. B. Daniel, Toyah, Texas. 
Mrs. Winnie Caroline, by Geo. 0. 

Duncan, Pecos, Texas. 
Mrs. Grace Morrison, by Geo. 0. Dun-

can, Pecos, Texas. 
Geo. 0. Duncan, Toyahvale, Texas. 
Mrs. A. W. Hosie. 
Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, my posi

tion on this I want understood. We 
were invited here to represent the mem
bers of this House. I have made no 
personal allusions to any-

Mr. Smith: We object to any further 
speeches from counsel. 

Mr. Allen: As counsel for this com
mittee, I rise to a point of personal priv
ilege. I do say this. I don't propose to 
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stand here and let counsel for this re
spondent attack counsel for this Ilouse. 
and then not be permitted to reply, until 
the Chair says I must not. 

The Speaker: The instrument in 
question has been introduced in evi
dence. 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir; but I do think 
counsel ought to be aclmonished not to 
make those personal allusions. 

The f'peaker: Let the Chair admon
ish counsel on both sides to refrain from 
any such as that. Proceed with the 
case. 

Q. .Judge Ilunter, Mr. Woodruff has 
caused this note to he handed to me: 
"Please haYc the witness give the date 
of the petition read." Does it have a 
date on it 1 

A. The petition is not dated, but 
know approximately when it was circu
lated. 

Q. What time was it circulated 1 
A. Tn the spring of 192H. I think 

during the month of March and perhaps 
April. 

Q. So that was long after the re
valuation of the lands had been made? 

A. Yes, sir. The greater portion of 
lands in that section of the country had 
been revalued long prior to that, about 
two years; most of it had been. 

Q. Did you have any lands revalued! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'Vere those values reduced some! 
A. They were. 
Mr. Gilbert: l\Ir. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee rise and report prog
ress, and ask leave of the House to re
cess until 2 o'clock. 

The question was taken and the mo
tion prevailed. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order. Gentlemen, who is your next 
witness-let's proceed with the hearing; 
if you gentlemen will come down to
wards the front you will be able to hear 
better, and there will be less confusion. 

(J. C. Hunter on the stand.) 
Mr. Smith: Judge Hunter, at the 

time we recessed at lunch, you had tes
tified as to this petition requesting Mr. 
Robison to keep whatever amount might 
be due land owners. Wl1at was Mr. 
Robison's attitude in regard to those 
petitions or those requests 1 

A. He dedined to follow the sug
gestion made in that petition and said 
that he would return the money to the 
owners hv rheck. 

Q. Do· you know about how many 

persons signed these various petitions 
requesting him to keep those checks! 

A. I do not know the number, but a 
very large number of those 'Vest Texas 
people throughout that section signed 
that petition, probably several hundred. 

Q. Did you see a good many of the 
petitions with the names signed to them T 

A. I did. 
Q. I believe that you stated you had 

some Janel revalued, Judge Hunter, 
under that act? 

A. I did. 
Q. Did the Land Commissioner, Mr. 

Robison, make you a refund, mail you 
a refund check? 

A. He handed me a refund check. 
Q. What did you do with it-with 

your check! 
A. I endorsed it and gave it back 

to him. 
Q. Did you think that you were vio

la ting the law when you did that! 
A. I did not. 
Mr. Allen: We object to that. First, 

because it is a conclusion of the wit
ness. Second, he could not know the 
effect on Commissioner's mind, and it 
would therefore be immaterial. 

Mr. Smith: This evidence is to show 
the good faith. To show that large 
numbers, many hundreds, in fact, scat
tered throughout West Texas, as a do
nation to the Land Commissioner, gave 
those checks to the Land Commissioner, 
and we want to show whether those 
people acted in good faith-whether 
tliey were violating the law, and 
whether they were seeking to get the 
Land Commissioner to devalue their 
lands. 

Judge Sinks: He has already an-
swered the question. 

Mr. Smith: Now, we will show that 
the checks were returned to Mr. Robison 
by many people in West Texas; we will 
ehow that by many witnesses, that these 
checks were returned to the Land Com
missioner after they were mailed by the 
Commissioner to them. We want to 
show the intent of these people to do 
that. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Smith, the 
intent that these people had would not 
affect the materiality of this in this 
case. 

Judge Sinks: I do not think that 
would affect this case one way or the 
other. 

Mr. Allen: The witness has already 
answered that question and I presume 
that it is to be expunged from the rec
ord. 

Mr. Moses: I was busy bringing in 
some witnesses that had been called for. 
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Now, Your Honor, we do not believe, 
we think that we would have the right 
to go even further than that, and that 
we would not be in conflict with your 
decision of this morning. 

Now, here is a man, if he has not 
already testified to it, will testify that 
he had lands reclassified, and a part of 
the money that he paid in for that pur
pose was returned to him by check. Now, 
we think that we ought to be permitted 
to show by this witness his construction 
-0f that act, his belief as to the owner
ship of that money, as a circumstance 
1n this case for the jury to consider in 
-determining the motive that actuated 
him in giving it, and the motive ac
tuating the Land Commissioner in ac
<!epting it. We would like to show and 
believe that we should be permitted to 
show the reasons actuating those people 
after they received those checks from 
Mr. Robison in endorsing them and 
sending them back to him, and what 
they thought about that at the time 
it was done. We believe that we ought 
to be permitted to do it. If it was cul
pable, if it was State money, it might 
be culpable on the part of Judge Hun
ter as well as the other· people in West 
Texas who did the same thing. We 
believe that we ought to be able and 
permitted to show that. 

Judge Sinks: I do not have any 
doubt about that myself, if they ask 
what his intention was. The intent is 
shown just as a gift to Mr. Robison. 
Whether he thought it was a violation 
of the law, I do not think it is material 
what the witness did about it. That 
is the way I look at it. 

Mr. Pope (of Nueces): I would like 
to ask just one question. I would like 
to know of this witness whether or not 
this witness and the numerous other per
sons in West Texas, whether this wit
ness and the other witnesses here from 
West Texas, know as to whether or 
not there was any previous understand
ing with the Land Commissioner, or be
tween the Land Commissioner and these 
various land owners, to return this 
money after the expenses had been paid, 
to the Land Commissioner. I do not 
think that there is anything in this case 
or in any lawsuit that would keep this 
witness from testifying as to whether 
or not there was any previous under
standing between himself and the other 
people there in West Texas to return 
this money to Mr. Robison after he had 
completed this work. 

Mr . .Allen: We do ,not object to that. 
The Speaker: You hear the sugges

tion of the gentleman from Nueces, and 

the attorneys may adopt that sugges
tion if they see fit, and ask that ques
tion if they desire. 

Mr. Smith: Judge Hunter, do you 
recall when Mr. Robison revalued your 
land? 

.A. In 1926-.April, 1926. 
Q. Do you recall when Mr. Robison 

gave you the refund check? 
.A. It was the latter part of 1928. 

I do not recall the exact date. It was 
in the latter part of the summer or 
early fall. 

Q. Prior to the time the Land Com
missioner revalued your land, did you 
have any character of understanding 
with Mr. Robison in regard to making 
him a gift of the amount of money in 
the way of refund that might be due 
you? 

.A. None whatsoever. 
Q. Did you hear of anyone else who 

had such an understanding? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. I believe that you testified that 

Mr. Robison handed you that refund 
check? 

.A. That is correct. 
Q. Was that check payable to you? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall on what bank it 

was drawn? 
.A. I think tl1e Texas Bank & Trust 

Company of .Austin, Texas. I am not 
sure that that was the name of the 
bank. 

Q. Was that check yours to keep or 
do with as you saw fit? 

.A. It was. 
Q. You were entitled to the money 

represented by that check? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Could you have given that money 

to the Baptists or the Methodist Church 
or anyone you may have seen fit, or 
charity? 

Mr . .Allen: We object to that. .As 
to what he might do with it-give it to 
the Baptist or Methodist Church or 
charity-

Mr. Smith: Now, going back, Judge 
Hunter, to the time you mentioned these 
petitions being circulated requesting 
Mr. Robison to simply keep this money, 
whatever it might amount to, and not 
to make any refund checks, did you 
make any investigation at the time with 
reference to public officials having re
ceived gifts from the people, in appre
ciation of the service they had rendered? 

.A. I did. 
Q: Please tell this Committee what 

your investigation was and why you 
made it! 
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Mr. Allen: We object to that. Coun
sel asks the witness if at the time he 
made any investigation with reference 
to public officials having received gifts 
from the people. Now, as to whether 
be made such investigation, or as to 
what other officials did or did not do, 
has nothing whatever to do with this 
investigation. Other individuals and 
other transactions are not an issue be
fore this body and would certainly be 
wholly irrelevant and immaterial. 

Mr. Smith: We think that it is ma
terial. We think that it is verv ma
terial and very relevant to show to this 
Committee as an inquisitorial body, in
quiring into these things, whether other 
distinguished public officials in times 
past haw rereived gifts from their con
stituents and from the people generally. 
Here is a case where the people, many 
hundred in number, made a gift or gifts 
to a public official. We would like to 
show what the motive of this witness 
was in regard to the whole matter. It 
goes to the purpose of this witness and 
other people of West Texas, and we 
ought to be permitted to show what the 
motive actuating them was. Here is 
the man that started the movement to 
give Mr. Robison a gift of his friends, 
and we want to show what the motin 
was, what there was back of this move
ment to make this gift to a public offi
cial in appreciaticm of the service be bad 
rendered to the people of that section 
of Texas, as well as to the people of the 
whole State. He will testify that he 
made an investigation of that subject, 
made an investigation of that question. 
We would like for him to give the result 
of bis investigation for the benefit of the 
members of this Committee, to show the 
motive of himself and of the friends of 
Mr. Robison at the time this gift was 
made and this movement started to make 
this gift to a public official who had 
rendered a patriotic service to his State. 
We submit that the testimony of this 
witness on this subject is material, not 
only to show his own motive, but to 
show the motive of the other people in 
that section of the State who contributed 
towards making this gift to the Land 
Commissioner. It is the circumstances 
taken . into consideration in connection 
with the gift that should be looked at. 

Judge Sinks: Think you might show 
what other public officials in Texas have 
received gifts. 

Mr. Smith: We think that to show that 
high public official• of the State have at 
time•, when their financial circumstances 
were not of the best. have received gifts 
from the people. For instance, one of 

our distinguished men was in public life 
and in straitened financial circum
stances, and he accepted gifts from the 
people, and the same thing is true of 
the present Chief Justice, whom all law
yers reverence and revere, was in 
straitened circumstances, and be ac
cepted a fund from Andrew Carnegie, 
and none of the people believe that Presi
dent Taft is not now a patriotic and 
worth-while citizen of this great 
country. 

Mr. Allen: Now, the very statement 
made by counsel discloses and shows 
that it is all hearsay matter; that is 
not a fair statement to the committee 
of the transaction. At the time that 
gift was made to Mr. Taft, he was not 
a public official, but had retired to pri
vate life and was a private citizen as 
far as that particular official is con
cerned. It was subsequent to the time 
he was President of this nation, after 
he had retired from public office, and not 
while he was holding public office at 
the hands of the people. That is not 
the question here. The question here is 
whether the particular public official has 
received gifts, and if he has received 
gifts whether he was justified in receiv
ing those gifts from the sources from 
which they were received while he was 
holding that office. Now, as I have al
ready stated all that he has stated is & 

matter of hearsay, but if he knew this 
as a matter of actual knowledge, the 
whole matter would he wholly irrel
evant and immaterial. 

Mr. Smith: I was stating in a gen
eral way the investigation made by the 
witness, and I would like for the wit
ness to testify just what he did do in 
the way of making the investigation to 
determine whether or not gifts of sim
ilar nature had been made to public offi
cials before. 

Judge Sinks: Would not that open 
up all of the field to show the circum
stances under which they were received, 
whether be was an official at the time 
the gifts were received, whether they 
went out of office and all those things 
and circumstances. Judge, that would 
open up all of that and we would be 
here indefinitely. 

J.t seems to be that this party, when 
he received this check, handed it be.ck 
to Mr. Robison duly endorsed. That is 
all there is to it. I do not think that 
it is proper to go into what his knowl
edge was. What investigation he made. 
He has stated tha.t when Mr. Robison 
gave him that check that he gave it 
hack to Mr. Robison with his endor~ 
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ment on the back of it. I do not see 
that there is any reason to go into all 
of that. 

Mr. Smith: Mr. Hunter, after declin
ing to keep the checks as requested in 
this petition, did you endeavor to get 
the people who were on that list to re
fund the checks that they might re
ceive from Mr. Robison back to him? 

A. I took no particular pains to try 
to get anyone to return these checks 
which they received from him to Mr. 
Robison. I returned my own; I heard 
numerous other people say that they 
were going to do the same. I made 
no effort to induce anyone to return 
those checks to Mr. Robison. A good 
many people said that if they got the 
checks from Mr. Robison that they 
would tear them up, or send the checks 
back to Mr. Robison. 

Q. Was that the thought that was 
rather universal throughout West 
Texas? 

A. It was, so far as I know. 
Q. Do you know what the sentiment 

of the people was out there? 
A. I know what it was with many 

cattlemen out there. 
Q. Judge Hunter, why did you want 

to give Mr. Robison this gift? 
Mr. Allen: We object. T.he reason 

why the witness wanted to do that is 
certainly immaterial. That is hot an 
issue involved in this hearing at this 
time. 

Mr. Smith: I will change the ques
tion and you may object again. Why 
did you give Mr. Robison any amount 
of-

Mr. Allen: We object to his reason 
for making any·gift. We do not think 
that would be relevant or material, as 
to what his reasons were. Besides, we 
think that that point has been ruled on 
before. 

Judge Sinks: Let him state why. 
Mr. Smith~ Why did you give that 

money to Mr. Robison? 
A. The reason that I gave that to 

him was because of the fact that he 
. was in bad financial C'Ondition; because 

of the fact that he had been in that 
condition for· some time, resulting from 
the long illness of himself and sick
ness in his family, because of the piti
fully poor salary that had been paid 
to him, and because there was a con
stitutional limit to the salary that he 
may receive, and because I did not feel 
that he was receiving enough compen
sation to make a decent living, and I 
felt that the man at the head of the 
General Land Office in Texas was not 
being paid a salary that he could meet 

his obligations with. I did not give it 
to him because of any service that he 
had rendered to me personally. 

Mr. Allen: The statement as it now 
stands is not objectionable. 

Q. Had Mr. Robison ever shown you 
any personal favors in regard to pub
lic lands, or otherwise 1 

A. No, sir, he had not. 
Q. I believe you testified that he 

placed lower values on your land than 
the value that was on them before they 
were forfeited? 

A. He did. That was what the act 
contemplated he should do. The land, 
if you knew-if you want to know the 
history of the tracts of lands that he 
revalued to me, why, I can give It to 
you in detail. 

Q. Well, give it. 
A. I stated with reference to adjoin

ing land this morning. I had alto
gether-I don't know the exact num
ber of arres, but probably about 15,00() 
acres of land revalued. About 600() 
or 7000 acres of that, perhaps, was in 
Reeves county. That land was orig
inally sold by the State at the end of 
this lease act law, sold to a man named 
Patton, and I think the average price 
of that was probably something like 
$2.00 per acre; and this man Patton 
apparently sold it back to the original 
leaseholder, Mr. C. W. Cowan, wh<> 
was one of· the one-time, outstanding, 
successful cattlemen of West Texas. 
And Mr. Cowan pursued that course 
that I outlined this morning in trying 
to buy out those settlers; and at the 
time that the Bonus Law went into 
effect, he was one of the largest ranch
men in West Texas, and probably one 
of the wealthiest, but at the time this 
1925 Act went into effect, he was in 
bankruptcy, and died virtually a 
pauper, and his boys were acting as 
cowboys around that country, at a very 
low salary. In other words, as I s&id 
this morning, it was an economie 
blunder in handling the land in that 
way. Now, his creditors took over that 
land, but they wouldn't pay the ac
cumulated State interest, and the land 
was forfeited, went back to the State. 
And anybody living out in that coun
try couldn't do any good in the cow 
busines.s, the country was trying to find 
oil in tbis country, and I wanted to 
try to find oil, and I wanted to drill 
a well. There was no well on any of 
this land; I had a lease on some other 
land around there, and I came down 
and purchased it froni the State to get 
a permit to drill a well 0'1 that land. 
at ten cents per acre. In order to get 
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a well, it was necessary to block a l'On
siderable number of acres, and for that 
rrason I came down here in open eom
petition, and purchased that land to 
drill on, in order that I might get my
self in a position to act as agent for 
the State and get land on whid1 I 
could drill the wells. In ortler to do 
that, I hought the land at from three 
to five 1lollars an arn·. I could not 
use that land as a grazing proposi
tion, and up to this good hour I never 
got anything off of it a~ a graziul! prop
osition. But I did I?" to work at that 
land, me and mv nssoeiates mack 
a lease, donated the lease I<> a man on 
28,000 acres, and gave him $20,000 C"ash 
to make a test drill for oil. and it was 
bis well. \Ye have since drilled fh-e 
or six clr,r holes in that t .. 1-ritory. Xow. 
thPn. never having made any money out 
of the land as a grazing proposition-I 
never expected to-nHer having made 
any as an oil proposition, when the 
192:i Act came on, I a<ke1l that the 
land \){' forfeited and asked for ren p· 
praisement, and it was reappraised at 
$1.00 an arre. I had another tract on 
top of the Guadalupe Mountains, prac
tically unexplored-it had gm'" on it 
but you couldn't get up to it; a man 
from Waco. I think, bought that land 
from the Stat<> at $1.:>0 or $2.00 an 
acr£<-

Juclg•• Freem<tn: If Your Honor please, 
this record is costing the State about 
$300 a clay. \Ye ohjert to the answer 
because it is not responsive to the ques
tion. 

,Judge Sinks: I overrule the objec
tion. 

A. This particular land, there was 
no water on the land. and I attempted 
to induce the State of Texas to accept 
it as a gift and create it into a State 
park, it is suitable to that purpose; 
but they didn't arcept it. At that time, 
it didn't all belong to me--part of it 
did. and part of it belonged to other 
people at that time, something like 
30,000 acres, it would ha\'e been a beau
tiful State park, and should have been 
accepted. But they wouldn't take it 
back from the owners at that time as a 
gift. And this man who bought it, as 
I stated a while ago. went into bank
ruptcy and that land was surrendered to 
bis creditorn. and those creditors were 
willing at that time to give it to the 
State, hut the State didn't accept it and 
I bought it. and it is now used out there, 
not as a grazing proposition, hut simply 
as a hunting ground. And I submitted 
it bark to the State for revaluation, and 
it was placed at, I think, practically a 

dollar an acre. There was another tract 
of land that I revalued, that a man 
from Brownwood, Texas. purchased; he 
went out there and kept it three or four 
years, couldn't do anything with it, 
rouldn't make anything out of it-he 
was n eowman, had six or seven sec
tions of laud on it, I believe, and just 
w<•nt off and left it, surrendered it to 
the State. wouldn't pay the State inter
est. And again I was trying to get oil 
on that, acting for the benefit of the 
State, which owned a sixteenth interest, 
and I purdiasecl that land from the 
State, not for grazing purposes, not for 
agricultural purposes, but for the pri
mary purpose of getting oil, in which 
event the State would profit, as welJ as 
myself. But I didn't get any oil on it, 
and I had it revalued for the same rea
son I did the other. I didn't get any 
revenue--I think one year I had it 
leased out-for one year. 

Q. By the way, Mr. Hunter, while 
we frequently address you as "Judge" 
Hunter. because vou held the office of 
county judge of Culberson County, you 
are not a lirensed attorney, are you! 

A. No. sir; I am not a lawyer, never 
practiced law. 

Mr. Smith: You may have the wit
ness, Judge Allen. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. You had, you say, something like 

15.000 acres of your land that was re
appraised under the 1925 Reappraise· 
ment Act and the 1926 amendment 
thereto 1 

A. I had about that much. I have 
the exact description. 

Q. I say, about that 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. The reappraisement of the lands 

that you owned resulted in the values
t hey were all lands, you say, that had 
heen forfeited 1 

A. Yes, they were all lands that had 
been forfeited. 

Q. Yes, and under the reappraise
men t, yon bought them in 1 

A. No, they had been forfeited pre-
1·ious to the reappraisement, Judge-

Q. I say-
A. -and then again on the reap

praisement. 
Q. That is right. You wrote in to 

the Commissioner for reappraisement, 
did you 1 

A. Oh, yes. 
Q. After the reappraisement, though, 

you had the right, of course, to buy 
them back, and you did buy them back
that is true, isn't it 1 
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A. That is true; and forfeited them 
twice. 

Q. I understand that? 
A. That is true, yes. 
Q. Then they were forfeited. Then, 

you wrote in to Mr. Robison, under the 
Reappraisement Act, to have the lands 
reappraised, and Mr. Robison did i·e
appraise the lands, and yon bought 
them in then at a figure quite a number 
of thousands of dollars less than the 
original figure at which they had been 
sold, that is true, isn't it? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. Yes. In other words, the reap

praisement of your land alone cost the 
University Fund, decreased the Univer
sity Fund, if it was University land, or 
the Public School Fund, if it was Pub
lic School land, quite a number of thou· 
sands of dollars, didn't it? 

A. No, sir, it didn't. In the first 
place, the University didn't . sell any 
land. 

Q. I mean, as far as values were 
concerned? 

A. It wasn't public, it wasn't Uni-
versity land--

Q. Well, Public School land? 
A. Public School land. 
Q. All right. 
A. But I stated a moment ago that 

the Public School Fund wouldn't have 
recovered finally the purchase price of 
this land unless it had been reduced and 
put on a grazing basis. 

Q. That is argument. Now, the 
original purchase price of this land, as 
reappraised, meant a loss in figures to 
the Public School Fund of quite a num
ber of thousands of dollars, that is my 
question! 

A. It meant it in figures, but not in 
money. 

Q. All right, I am talking about fig-· 
ures. In other words, the reappraise
ment given you by Mr. Robison was 
quite a number of thousands of dollars 
less than the original purchase price of 
the land before it was forfeited-that 
is my question? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. That is what I want to ·bring out. 

And, of course, you felt the Land Com
missioner, Mr. Robison, had treated you 
fairly and justly in the matter in re· 
ducing the amount of the price of the 
land that much, didn't you? 

A. I thought that he had carried 
out the purpose of this act. 

Q. I '1idn't ask you that, my friend 
-'-just answer my questions. You 
thought that the Commissioner had ren· 
dered you and the public, I believe is 
the way you put it, a service in having 

acted fairly and having treated you in 
that manner. Now, that is what you 
said, isn't it? 

A. I said this morning he put it 
$3,000,000 higher than I thought it 
ought to be. 

Q. All right. But in reappraising it, 
you said' you thought that he had ren
dered the property owners and the pub
lic a service, didn't you? 

A. He had. 
Q. Well, you do feel that he had ren

dered you a service to that extent, don't 
you? 

A. A mandatory service. 
Q. ·Yes, I understand, a service that 

was incumbent upon him as Land Com
missioner of this State, by the law? 

A. By direction of the Legislature. 
Q. Yes, sir, under the law, that is 

right. All right. Now let us get back 
to those laws. When that Act of 1925, 
the Reappraisement Act, was passed by 
the Legislature, you say you were here? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you took the initiative in 

bringing about the enactment of that 
Reappraisement Law, didn't you, at that 
time? 

A. I took part in it, yes, sir. 
Q. Yes, you and quite a number of 

other Western men were here, and you 
called on the Land Commissioner, didn't 
you, and he worked with you, in con
junction with all of you, in getting that 
act passed as it was passed; that is 
true, isn't it? 

A. Not exactly true. We worked 
with the Committee of the House, and 
I asked him to work with them in draw
ing the bill in the manner that they re
quested it to be drawn. 

Q. And in the course of that work 
there, with · that Comm.ittee, you were 
trying to assist it, and Mr. Robison was 
trying to assist it in that work-that 
is true, isn't it? 

A. Mr. Robison was trying to assist 
the committee in the drafting of the 
bill as to form. I was trying to assist 
the committee in making up their minds 
as to what kind of bill it ought to be. 

Q. Yes, all right. But, anyway, what 
I am trying to get at is, that in the 
consideration of that matter by the Com
mittee and by the Legislature, you were 
down here, working along with the Com-
mittee? · 

A. Yes. 
Q. And that Mr. Robison worked 

with the matter; that is true, isn't it! 
A. That is true. 
Q. Yes. That all occurred before 

the reappraisement was made, because 
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that was before the law was passed, 
wasn't it? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Well, you had known Mr. Robi

son for a long time prior to that, hadn't 
you? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Prior to 1925? And when you 

came here in 1925 and were working 
along with him, you were close friends 
at that time T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, I will ask you if you re

member when the Amendment Act was 
passed, in 1926 T I don't mean the date, 
but the occurrence? 

A. I remember the occurrence. 
Q. When that amendatory act was 

dictated. do you remember you and a 
number of other men from the West 
being with Mr. Robison dictating the 
Amendatory Act and you writing it out 
11s he dictated it-do you remember 
that? 

A. T wasn't even in Austin when that 
act was written. 

Q. You did not see the Amendatory 
Act, then, until after it was written? 

A. No, not until it had become a 
law. 

Q. Do you know who wrote the 
Amenda tory Act T 

A. No, sir; I don't know. 
Q. You don't know who wrote it! 
A. I do know something about the 

request for it-
Q. All right, you said you didn't 

know. 
A. -about the demand for it. 
Q. Just a moment, now, Judge. You 

told counsel that you did not take such 
a very active part or take any great 
part in getting these parties to refund 
these pro rata checks they got back, I 
believe, didn't you T 

A. I didn't do it. I did circulate a 
petition, asked them to sign the peti
tion requesting him not to send the 
checks. 

Q. All right. Now, I will ask you 
this, I will ask you to tell this Com
mittee how many hundreds of miles you 
drove looking these people up and talk
ing" to them to g"et them to refund 
checks to Mr. Robison. 

A. I didn't go anywhere to get them 
to refund checks, hut to get them to sign 
this petition asking him not to send 
checks. 

Q. All right. Now, I will ask you 
this: I will ask you to tell this Com
mittee how many hundreds of miles you 
drove looking these people up and talk
ing to them to get them to refund 
checks to Mr. Robison! 

A. I didn't go anywhere to get them 
to refund checks, but to get them to 
sign this petition asking him not to send 
checks. 

Q. Well, that is the same thing, 
isn't it? 

A. The same thing. 
Q. All right. How many miles did 

you travel then over that country in 
seeing those land owners there, for the 
purpose of signing that petition, other
wise seeking to get the money refunded 
to Mr. Robison, how many miles did 
you go! 

A. Well, I don't know how many 
miles, Judge, but I traveled a whole 
lot-probably a thousand miles or so. 

Q. You stated to the Investigating 
Committee you traveled probably a 
thousand miles over that country, look
ing up these land owners, with the view 
of getting this money refunded T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And your interest in the matter 

was because you felt it was right and 
proper and your duty to travel a thou
sand miles seeing these parties for the 
purpose of having the fund returned, as 
far as you could, to Mr. Robison T 

A. I did it because I felt it was 
right and proper, and my privilege-not 
my duty. 

Q. Well, your privilege? 
A. My privilege. 
Q. We have many privileges that we 

do not necessarily exercise. This is one, 
though, that you did exercise and you 
thought you should exercise T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, at the request of a member, 

I will ask you this : You say you re
turned your check to Commissioner 
Robison, because his salary was too low 
and because he was poor. Now, have 
you ever given any money or any other 
thing of value to any other State officer 
whose salary was the same amount T 

A. No, sir; I have not. 
Q. You haven't traveled a thousand 

miles for any other than J. T. Robison, 
getting moneys contributed and gratui
ties to any other officer of this State 
whose salary was similar to that of the 
Land Commissioner, who bad appraised 
your land for you T 

A. No, sir. I don't
Q. That is all right-
A. I don't know of any others of 

them in the same shape he was in, 
either. 

Q. All right. Are you acquainted 
with the Constitution of this State T 

A. Well, I stated I wasn't a lawyer. 
But I have read the Constitution, like 
most country boys have. 
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Q. W:ell, you are not posing as a 
country boy, are you 1 You were just 
raised on a farm, like I was, know the 
country boys, and know all about them 1 

A. The kind of country boy I am is 
that kind that has gone out to West 
Texas along with other country boys, 
and tried to develop some Texas lands 
for the benefit of this State, and now 
ask and have asked the same treatment 
that all other country boys have, Judge 
-that is the kind of country boy I am. 

Q. Counsel objected to the question 
and I withdraw the question. 

A. Well, I don't. I am down here 
for the two following purposes, let me 
state to you-

Q. Just let me ask this-
A. Let me finish the statement on 

the one I started to answer. 
Q. Well, Judge, you are--say you 

are a good old country boy, and let us 
let it rest at that. 

A. No, sir, you don't want to hear 
me. 

Q. You know you said that, and I 
believe you. Now, another member sug· 
gested this question: If so many land 
owners signed the petition agreeing to 
send him the checks, why was it neces· 
sary for Mr. Robison to write so many 
requests to others to return, or suggest· 
ing to return, other checks f 

A. He never wrote any suggesting, 
and this question asking to why, I re· 
fused to answer quite a number of ques
tions-if you want me to answer that-

Q. If you don't know anything about 
it, of course, you couldn't answer it. 

A. I would like to tell here, we gave 
this money back for the further rea
son, why, we say, Judge, we are charged 
out here the same as old man Robi
son is. 

Q. Did Mr. Robison appraise your 
land before he was taken sick or after 
he was taken sick f 

A. I couldn't say-I don't know, be
cause I don't know the date that he 
was taken sick; I can't answer that 
question, Judge, because I don't know. 

Q. Well, I am not talking about the 
date; but with reference to the time. 

A. I don't remember the facts. 
Q. You don't know, with reference to 

the time, whether he had appraised 
your land before he was taken sick or 
afterwards 1 

A. No, sir, I can't
Q. Can't recall that 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You knew that Mr. Robison's sal

ary was just $2500.00, long before your 
land was appraised, didn't you T 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And if he was then sick before 
he appraised your land, then you knew 
the condition of his health before your 
land was appraised, didn't you? 

A. But I didn't say he was taken 
sick before that statute was written. 

Q. But I say if he was taken sick 
he appraised your land, then, if that is 
true, you knew the condition of his 
health before that time, didn't you 1 

A. I have already stated that his 
health had nothing to do with my re
turning that check. 

Q. Then you did not return his 
money because of his health 1 

A. Because his salary wa& low. 
Q. I think you put it on the ground 

of salary, on account of the fact that 
he was in debt, and that indebtedness 
was incurred, in a measure, because of 
his having been sick T 

A. Well,- Ask the question again. 
Q. All right. Now, you know this, 

that you didn't make him a present of 
any gift or gratuity prior to the time 
he appraised your land, don't you f 

A. Yes, I know that. 
Q. Yes, sir. One of the members 

desires to know about when it was 
that you circulated your petition-you 
stated this morning-and I would like 
to get that date fixed in my mind, 
too! 

A. In 1928-1 think along in the 
spring of 1928, but I am not sure as 
to the date; but I am sure there was 
some-- That is all. 

Q. Some time in the spring of 19281 
Do you know of any man-I am just 
asking for this fact now, do you know of 
any man, that you had contribute these 
rebate checks on this fund to Mr. Robi
son, whose appraisement had not been 
reduced, can you name one man T 

A. Why, I don't know anything about 
the exact matter, whether or not any 
c>ne who had his land raised returned 
any checks. 

Q. That is all. 

Mr. Smith: That is all. 

Mr. Woodruff: One further question 
some of the members would like to have 
answered, and that is, what was the 
amount of your check f 

Mr. Allen: I will ask the question, 
llecause I anticipated what it was. 

Q. Just one further question, Judge: 
What was the amount of the check you 
gave towards J. T. Robison T 

A. Approximately $50 00, and it 
would be one-tenth of a cent an acre. 
I should say $45.00 or $50.00. 

Mr. Allen: Does that cover the mat· 
ter, Mr. Woodruff? 
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Mr. Woodruff: That is all. 
(Witness excused.) 

The respondent thereupon called W. 
W. Turney, Esq., who was· sworn by 
the Speaker, arid who testified as fol
lows: 

Direct Examination. 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Please state your name? 
A. W. W. Turney. 
Q. Where do you live 1 
A. El Paso, Texas. 
Q. How long have you lived at El 

Paso? 
A. Thirty-seven years. 
Q. Prior to that time, where did you 

live, and how long! 
A. Fort Davis and Alpine, about six 

years. 
Q. Then. you have been out in the 

West something over thirty years ? 
A. Something OYer forty years. 
Q. Something over forty years 1 

What was your first business or avoca
tion when you moved to the Davis 
Mountains country? 

A. School teacher. 
Q. Are you a practidng attorney! 
A. I am-at intervals. 
Q. Are you also in the ranching 

business? 
A. I am, when permitted to do so. 
Q. Where is your ranch situated? 
A. Presidio and Brewster counties, 

· to the south of Alpine, and Marfa, 
Texas. 

Q. When did yon, or about when did 
you acquire your first land or cattle, 
whatever it was? 

A. Cattle in '88, and the ;first land 
in '89. 

Q. What is the extent of your ranch 
holdings? 

A. About 400 sections. 
Q. Approximately, how many of 

those 400 sections were school sections! 
A. About 200 of them. 
Q. Have you ever held any official 

positions! 
A. A few, yes, sir. 
Q. Will you name them, please! 
A. I was county attorney of Brewster 

county, I was a member of the Legis
lature from Brewster county . in this 
House, I was Senator later-four years 
later, from the El Paso district, in
cluding the intervening country from El 
Paso to the Colorado River. 

Q. How long did you serve in the 
two legislative bodies of Texas. 

A. Ten years. 
Q. Did you ever have any connec

tion· with the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association? 

A. I had considerable connection 
with the Texas Cattle Raisers' Associ
ation, and after the Texas and South
western Cattle Raisers' Association. 

Q. You were president several years· 
of that organization, weren't you? 

A. I was first vice-president for 
about three years, and then I became
president in 1903, and continued until 
1906. In 1919 I was re-elected and 
served until 1922. ' 

Q. Senator Turney, I wish you would· 
tell the House the condition of the 
live stock business in the section of 
the State where your ranches are situa
ate?-and, in fact! if you know, in the· 
entire range ·portion of Texas-in: the 
year 1925 and prior thereto? 

A. Beginning with the year of about 
1917, West Texas and the ranae part 
of Texas was visited with a"' drouth 
that continued with but one or two 
years' exception, until two or three 
years ago. During that time, cattle 
were in a deplorable condition because 
of the lack of water and grass, and the 
cattleman was in bad condition, be
cause there was no market for his' 
products. 

Q. Approximately, what was the de
preciation-or approximately what per
centage of depreciation in values was. 
there between, say, January lst, 1921, 
and January 1st, 1926? 

A. Well, the cattle after the war 
ended, about '19--'18 and '19, were 
higher and something like the values 
today; but that value existed only for 
a few months-say, a year or a year 
and a half-then cattle speedily 
dropped until they were a drag on any 
market, there was no market becalise 
their condition was such that they 
were not salable; I am speaking now of 
that country more nearly to our loca
tion. I had the duty imposed upon me 
of handling cattle for the Federal Re
serve Bank, trying to get rid of those 
which had be.en taken for debt-I had 
that in Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas, and we were unable at that time 
and on to '25 to get as much as $17.00· 
for a cow and a calf, more because of 
their deplorable and poverty-stricken 
t·ondition than because of the prices. 
But the prices were less than half of 
what they are today. 

Q. Sena·tor Turney, I will ask you 
whether or not it is true in the in
terim between the 1st of January, 1921, 
and the 1st of January, 1926, if nine
ty-eight per cent of the cattlemen were
not facing bankruptcy in your sectio11 
of the State 1 
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.A. It would be difficult to state the 
exact per cent, but I would say that it 
would total one hundred per cent, in
cluding my unfortunate self. 

Q. Where is your ranch situated 
with reference fo what they call the 
Plateau or Mesa-is it below or on the 
Mesa? 

.A. I am entirely under what is 
known as the Mesa-the high !and
known as the high land, Hereford ter
ritory; while a member of that organ
ization I am not undertaking to give 
the country that they possess, because 
mine is in the brakes going towards the 
river. 

Q. The land that you now own other 
than school lands, were they what are 
commonly known as railroad sections? 

.A. Yes, sir, railroad or individual 
sections is the way they are dassified. 
The surveys were all located by the rail
roads, as a rule. 

Q. What land was it you first pur
chased-was it school land or the rail
road land? 

.A. The school land I couldn't pur
chase. Under the then law the lands 
had to be settled upon by a so-called 
actual settler before they could be pur
chased by a cattleman or anyone else, 
who couldn't make the location, and I 
first bought the railroad land)l-a!
most all I could buy, on time and for 
·cash, at the then prices; and that was 
about the time that the school lands 
were beginning to come upon the niar
ket; and I had leased these school 
lands, paid the State rental on them, 
and I was living away from the county 
and was in an entirely different busi
ness at that time. In order to help 
support the cattle ranch, I went to EI 
Paso, in about '92, and have remained 
there since, trying -to earn some money 
to keep this cow business going. 

Q. You remember that the School 
Land .Act of 1887 required actual set
lement and three years' continuous oc
cupancy, didn't it? 

.A. Tlie law required it, yes-the act 
required it. 

Q. Yes, the Legislature passed an 
act that in your portion of the State 
persons could buy as many as eight 
sections of school land without settle
ment,-is that true? 

.A. That is true, yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember about what 

year that act was passed? 
.A. I don't remember exactly when 

that act was . passed. 
Q. .After that act was passed, I will 

ask you whether or not it is true that 
tt great many people applied for the 

sc·hool lands out there in your section 
of the State, and in your pastures, in 
blocks of several sections, or sometimes 
as many as eight! 

.A. They did, and in my particular 
locality most of the lands had been pur
chased by so-called actual settlers, at 
any price they saw fit to pay. I bought 
no land myself, except under the Non
Settlement .Act, I think I acquired prob
ably a couple of sections that way. 

Q. .As a practical cattleman, is it 
practicable in the territory where you 
ranch to have a number of people in 
your pasture running cattle or engaging 
in some other means of making a liveli
hood? 

.A. .Absolutely impracticable, and im
possible, because everybody depends upon 
the cowman-so-called, the ranch 
owner, to furnish everything-even his 
food; and what you don't furnish, he 
borrows from you, one way or the other. 

Q. Did you acquire by purchase such 
right or such title as those people had, 
including school sections in your pas
ture, and other than ihe ones that yoUt 
purchased yourself? 

.A. I finally acquired every section· 
that could be allotted; I think probably
in four hundred sections there must be
seven or eight that I don't own; some
are school and some individual there,. 
they are speculating on oil with them_ 
I might add that I bought the railroad 
lands from the railroads and those to.• 
whom the railroads had sold, the price· 
beginning at forty cents per acre, while· 
the scl100! land was being sold at one
dollar up to $4.65. I paid every cent, 
on the average of $1.30 bonus; I have 
never paid any more than a dollar an 
acre for pasture land with clear title 
and no trouble; the last purchase was 
from the Speakei; of ,t)lis House; just 
prior thereto Chester Terrell, a good 
friend of mine, who was unfortunate and 
became sick, he moved out to that coun
try and swapped his home in San .An
tonio for 12,000 acres of land in my pas
ture-patented land. I bought that 
from him for $12,000, being the highest 
price I ever paid for a piece of pat
ented land-whereas, the school land 
cost me an average, with bonus, extra 
payments of interest left unpaid by the· 
settler, of $3.00 per acre. 

Q. On account of the drouth, and 
the slump in cattle, if you don't mind 
telling us, what was your financial con
dition in the beginning of the year 1925, 
and the obligations that you owed ta. 
the State on the school land 1 

.A. My-I don't mind so much talk
ing about it now as I did or would some 
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time, but it was just about as bad as it 
could have gotten; I couldn't pay my 
interest to the State of Texas, the first 
time in forty years that I was unable 
to pay the interest on school lands. 

Q. As a matter of identity, your law 
:6.rm is Turney, Burgess & Caldwell, 
isu't it! 

A. And Pollard, yes. sir. The law 
·firm has largely supported this cattle 
.ranch, I will tell you that. 

ll. At this titn<'. :\fr. Turnq, with 
'l'egard to those 400 acres of your ranch, 
how many acres do you allow the ani· 
ma!, speaking of cattle 1 . 

A. Four acres per cow, and get rid 
o0f the calf in l\ovember-and they have 
been rather scarce lately, until this 
year, the calf crop will be all right. 
Last yl'ar there wasn't any. 

Q. 
0

Did you have any personal know]· 
-edge at that time of the bill in the Leg· 
islature that later became what is called 
J <1r Hevaluation of School Land Act 1 

.A. I knew nothing of it until it was 
·enacted; Mr. Robison was out in some 
part of West Texas somewhere, valuing 
the land. 

Q. Did you later on make applica· 
tion for reclassification and revaluation 
of your school lands I 

A. When I found it absolutely im· 
possible to raise money to pay this in· 
terest, and discovering tha~ ever;body 
el11e with whom I was acquamted m the 
territory was forced to take advantage 
.of it, I finally did so myself. 

Q. Do you remember approximately 
the date when the revaluation was had 

-on your land? 
A. Well, I never saw Mr. Robison 

in connection with it until after it was 
-done so I don't know much about it. 
I thlnk that be started in the winter 
of '25 in that country-I heard of him 
in that country, I heard of him going to 
my ranch and being take~ sic~, and .I 
never came in contact with him until 
11ome months thereafter, and when he 
had been through the ordeal of operation 
and sickness and he came back into that 
country. ' 

Q. You have a resident ranch man· 
aaer on your ranch, have you not I 

"'A. I have hut little to do with the 
ranch, I hardly ever interfere wjtb it, 
I have a man there that knows twice 
as much as I do about it, so I leave it 
to him. 

Q. Did you, previous to the revalua· 
tion of your land, have any discussion 
of that matter with Mr. Robison 1 

A. Never a word, never saw him. 
Q. Do you recall now approximately 

how long after you heard of bis opera-

tion and sickness you met him if you 
did meet him I ' 

A. He had been to my place maybe 
twice, when I met him in El Paso, be 
was up there doing some work in that 
co_untry, and I think be was through 
with my country, and I called on him-
1 ~ad known him many, many years, 
"'.bile I was in the Legislature, and 
smce, I bad enjoyed his friendship and 
confidence, and he mine--! called on him 
in a hotel in El Paso and paid my re· 
spects. Nothing was said about land 
values or what be was going to do to 
me or what he bad done to me. I left 
that to his judgment. 

Q. Senator Turney, was there any 
discussion that you beard from any of 
the land owners in West Texas with 
r•gard to donating to Mr. Robison the 
residue of the one cent an acre that bad 
been paid in by them for that work, 
which had not been spent 1 

A. I .. ver beard of that until some 
time last summer, I think it was just 
before the primaries, some time, a young 
friend of mine, living at Van Horn, by 
the name of Glenn Durrell, was in my 
office--he stops there every time bl!' 
passes through, they have a ranch over 
in New Mexico, and Arizona, one in 
Van Horn-and in discussing matters, 
he asked me--

Mr. Allen: Just one moment, Judge. 
I think that would be hearsay. 

Judge Sinks: I don't think it would 
be ·admissible, a conservation that he 
had with this young man. 

Mr. Moses: We will withdraw it tem· 
porarily, then. I will waive the ques· 
tion of what the conversation was, but 
he did have a conversation with him, 
the substance of which was the dona· 
tion of the residue of this money. 

A. That was the first I ever heard of 
it, just before-I think just before the 
primaries, some time. 

Q. Now, later, did you meet Mr. 
Robison and did be present you with a 
check for your portion of this refund T 

A. In the meanitime, after seeing 
Mr. Durrell-I am not allowed to say 
what I said to him. 

Q. Well, did you bear anybody else 
mention it at any time? 

A. I never beard anything about it 
from anybody, except this: Later on I 
signed away this returned money, 
whether it be a dollar or more I haven't 
any idea, to another man, and later on 
that :\fr. Robison came and banded me 
the check after bis nomination, prob
ably bis election, I don't know-way 
down towards Christmas here of this 
past year-I bad already sent that 
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away. When he handed me the check, 
I handed it back to him, and he said 
I will keep this check. 

Q. You say you signed aivay what
ever you had 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To whom did you make that as

signment or transfer 1 
A. Judge Hunter, Van Horn, Texas. 
Q. The witness who was a witness 

here in this proceeding? 
A. Yes, sir; now of Abilene, Texas, 

I understand. I have known him many 
years. 

Q. The point I was getting at by 
questions asked a while ago, •I will ask 
you to state if the matter of returning 
those checks or making those gratuities, 
if they may be called that, if in doing 
that any effort was made to keep that 
secret, or was that a matter that was 
well known to the people <if the West 1 

A. Well, after I knew it myself and 
discussed it it was generally known. Up 
to that time I didn't know it, because 
I had nothing to call my attention to it 
until Mr. Durrell came around. After 
that I came in contact with men who 
had turned the amounts back, regard
less of what they might be, and in ad
vance of knowing what they would be. 
I had no idea what it would be, whether 
a dollar or a hundred dollars. 

Q. You don't know then the amount 
·Of the claim or the amount of the check 
that was due you by reason of the one 
cent an acre yo.u had paid on your land 1 

A. Having already signed a slip to 
Judge Hunter, I didn't even look at it. 
I signed it and turned it back to Mr. 
Robison because I had ceased to have 
any interest in it. I suppose it is 
easily discovered, though, what it was. 

Q. About how many acres, if you 
can recall from memory, did you have 
revalued, or how many sections? 

A. There were over 100,000 acres 
that they revalued. I can't tell you how 
many were reduced, because I have no 
figures, but if it is material I have an 
.agent here who can get all the testi
mony in regard to the matter. 

Q. Your agent is Mr. E. Cartledge, 
is it not? 

A. He attends to everything I have 
in connection with leases and keeping 
·up matters in the Land Office. He is 
my lawyer, in other words. 

Q. He is a practicing attorney and 
lives in Austin, Texas? 

A. Yes, sir; and attends to my busi
ness, ·because I don't have time. 

Q. Have you had occasion to read 
-the revaluation acts of 1925 and 1926 7 

A. Well, I don't know anything 

about the revaluation act of 1926, or 
didn't until I was told about it in 1928. 

Q. Senator Turney, this may be 
slightly objectionable, but as an ex
member of this body, and a citizen of 
Texas, and under oath, I will ask you if 
you ever heard, from any source or any 
quarter, of anyone making any conten
tion of gratuities to Commissioner Robi
son prior to the time that his land was 
revalued? 

Mr. Allen: We object to whether. he 
had heard anything of that kind or not. 
If he had it would be hearsay, and if he 
had not heard it he would not know 
anything about it at all, and we object 
to that. 

Mr. Moses: We will not insist if 
counsel objects to it. You may cross
examine. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. Just briefly, I want to ask you a 

few questions, and we will be through in 
a very few moments. You say you don't 
recall because you didn't look at your 
refund check what the amount was? 

A. No, I didn't look. 
Q. In order that we may know ap

proximately what it was, do you re
member the total amount that you paid 
in for revaluation purposes 1 

A. I don't know that. 
Q. If we knew that we rould take 

thirty-three and one-third per cent of it 
and we would have it. 

A. The reason I don't know that, the 
great burden of this work was done by 
Mr. Cartledge, but I have no desire to 
keep back from you anything that I 
know about it. 

Q. I am sure of that. 
A. For if he revalued 100,000 acres 

you can easily get what that would be. 
Q. 100,000 acres, how much would 

that be? 
A. A cent an acre. 
Q. That is right, 100,000 acres at a 

cent an acre ! 
A. It would be about a thousand dol

lars, I imagine. 
Q. Now the refund then was for 

about one-third of that 1 
A. Well, I don'.t know. You are giv

ing me some information now. 
Q. · I believe there is no dispute 

among counsel about that. If you put 
up a thousand dollars on 100,000 acres, 
the rpfund was approximately one-third 
of that, or about $333.33 7 . 

A. Yes, it would have been that. My 
dim recollection was that I sent down 
$1100 to Mr. Cartledge, but I may be 
mi•taken about it. 
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Q. You mean your dim recollection 
was that you only put-

A. That my total amount sent down 
for revaluation was $600, but I may be 
n:i"t.aken about it. 

Q Let's assume that it was $600. 
If ~rour refund was one-third that would 
make it $2001 

A. Yes. 
Q. In other word•, this refund check 

of yours in your judgment ranged some
where between two hundred and three 
hundred and thirtv-tln·pe and a third 
dollars 1 · 

A. Yes. sir; somewhere in there. 
Q. All right now. Mr. Turney, you 

say that beginning about a year and a 
half after the war conditions in your 
country among the cattlemen became 
just as bad and deplorable as could have 
been 1 

A. I said prices just after that. The 
weather conditions were bad in 1917 and 
1918 and 1920. and on up, during all 
the years except 1919, with me. 

Q. Now isn't this true, Senator Tur
ney, that during the war we all had 
prosperous times in all lines of business, 
the l'attleman. the farmer, the mechanic, 
lawyer, most everybody prosperous dur
ing the war? 

A. You mean while we were in the 
war? 

Q. 
A. 
Q. 

warY 

Yes, while we were in the war. 
That was about a year and a half. 
Well. I will say during the entire 

A. No. The cattleman is never pros
perous on prices alone. He is only pros
perous when he has prices and some 
weather conditions that permit him to 
have Home branding of calves. 

Q Kow for some twelve or eighteen 
months after the war conditions you say 
were re<tsonably good? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And prices were reasonably good! 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And the prices on cattle held up 

duri11l" that time? 
.\.·Yes. 
Q. Then this market depression 

came. and :vou suffered afterwards until 
the last ye~r or two? 

A. l'i'1ti\ right now. 
(). Now I will ask you when that de

pre,sion hit you people out West, in 
the western country, the cattlemen and 
those engaged out there, if you don't 
know that all over the country gener
ally the prices on wheat, oats, corn, cot
ton and most all other commodities, de
preciated pretty murh in the same man
ner and same ratio 1 

A. They did in pl ares, yes, sir; and 

the people in my old county in East 
Texas, the commissioners court, re
duced the land values for taxable pur
poses to such an extent that many of 
them paid no more State taxes. 

Q. I didn't ask you that. We will 
come to that later. I have my own way 
of conducting a rase. 

A. I understand that is your habit, 
and I have my way of answering. 

Q. You do know, as a lawyer. where 
both sides are represented they conduct 
their examination in their own way! 

A. I believe my answer was direcL 
Go ahead. 

Q. This question was that it affected 
the value of all kinds of commodities, 
and necessarily affected the value of 
lands at the same time! 

A. That is true; yes, sir. 
Q. Now you told about what you 

paid for your land, and you have told 
of the later depreciation and hardships. 
that the ranch owner labored under 
during those years. I will ask you now, 
today, what you value your land per 
acre out there in that country! 

Mr. Moses: We object as being irrel
evant and immaterial. This is 1929 and 
has nothing to do with it at all, and 
could have nothing to do with the value 
of his lands now. 

l\Ir. Allen: Thev went into the values' 
of land during a· long period. I want 
to follow it up down to the present 
time on the question I have asked. It 
j, cross-examinatio·1 of matters they 
went into. 

Mr. l\Ioses: We object as being ir
relevant and immaterial, what land 
values are now. 

Q. I believe you stated that some
one came to you with one of these peti
tions petitioning you to refund your re
hn te cheek on this one cent per acre 
fnnd 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that was subsequent to the 

timt> that reappraisement had been 
made? 

A. Two vears or more. 
Q. I beiieve you say you learned 

later on. in answer to other questions, 
that most everybody in that country 
had been seen and had done the same 
thing? 

A. Yes. sir, after that. 
Q. And Judge Hunter is the man 

who came to you, and went all over 
that t>ountry, the witness who testified 
here today, in soliciting the return of 
those checks 1 

A. I don't know; but he asked me 
was I ready to sign, and· I said: "As 
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the primaries are over and it cannot be 
considered as having to do with his 
election, I will now sign." 

Q. Anyway, you did sign, and 
signed at the solicitation of Judge 
Hunter? 

A. No, at the solicitation of the 
other man. He brought the paper to 
me from the other man. 

Q. Anyway, he was the agent 
through whom it came? 

A. He was in there, and I signed. 
I was through with the money, what
ever it was. 

Q. Senator Turney, by request, there 
is one further matter I want to ask 
you. At that time, about what was 
the outside value of your land reduced 
by appraisement, if you know? 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Did you own land in Culberson 

and Reeves counties? 
A: I did not. I wish I did. It 

might be oil land. 
Mr. Allen: That is fine. I wish I 

owned some. That is all. 

T. D. Hobart, a witness in behalf of 
the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre, 
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Your name is T. D. Hobart? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live! 
A. Pampa, Texas. 
Q. What business are you engaged 

in ll.t present? 
A. In the cattle business, and as 

executor of the Adair Estate. 
Q. The Adair Estate is located in 

counties of Donley, Armstrong and 
Briscoe, is it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And consists of approximate1y 

400,000 acres! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been mana

ger of that ranch ? 
A. Well, I started in fourteen 

years ago, the first of June, and at 
Mrs. Adair's death, by her will I was 
made o'ne of the executors. 

Q. You and Mr. Henry Coke of Dal-
las are executors of ·her estate? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Hobart, where were you born? 
A. Berlin, Vermont. 
Q. How old were you when you left 

that State? 
A. Twenty-seven. 

_ Q. What was your business or call
ing when you left that State, for a 
number of years? 

A. Do you mean immediately after 
leaving? 

Q. Well, I will get at it another 
way. When did you move to Texas? 

A. I came to Texas in 1882. 
Q. Were you ever connected with 

what is known as the I. and G. N. and 
H. and G. N. lands? 

A. Yes, sir; I was with the New 
York Traction Land Company for 
twenty years as a surveyor and agent 
for those people. 

Q. During that time, state whether 
or not you had a great deal of connec
tion or business with the General Land 
Office of the State of Texas! 

A. Well, I have, to quite an extent, 
ever since I have been in Texas. 

Q. And in addition to being the 
manager of what is known as the J A 
Ranch, do you own any ranch indi
vidually? 

A. I ha\'e two small ranches. 
Q. Would you mind giving the ex

tent of those two small ranches? 
A. Well, they are about 15,000 

acres, the two. One of them is about 
6000 acres, and there is about 9000 
acres in the other. 

Q. How long have you owned either 
one of your ranches? 

A. I bought the first section in Oc
tober, 1887. 

Q. How long have you been in the 
cattle business in Texas ? 

A. I started raising cattle in 1891. 
Q. Do you hold any position with 

the Texas Southwestern Cattle Raisers 
Association? 

A. I am president at the present 
time. 

Q. How long have you been either a 
member of the managing board, execu
tive committee, and president, alto
gether? 

A. Well, my recollection is I have 
been a member of the Association some
thing over twenty years, but I have 
been connected on the executive com
mittee and as an official for about ten 
years. 

Q. Were you familiar with the con
dition of the cattle business in Texas, 
say, for the past twelve years? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The executive r()mmittee ()f the 

Association has several meetings each 
year, and has an annual convention 
that meets once each year? 

A. As a rule, they meet at least 
four times a year, the executive com
mittee, and have an annual convention 
once. each year. 

Q. And during that convention they 
met in the cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, 
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San Antonio, Houston, El Pa•o nnd 
Amarillo, did they not? 

A. Yes, sit-. 
Q. Do you recall. Mr. Hobart, when 

the slump came in tlw price of cattl<>! 
A. I do, very well. 
lJ. \\'hat year ""'" that' 
A. \\"ell, my rerollreation is that it 

started in nhout l 9:W. I remember it 
very distinctly; that is, I rememlwr 
the time it happened. 1 might not have 
the date exact. 

Q. Did that situation get better or 
worse from thnt time until tlw latter 
part oi 1 !J:!;J l 

A. Well. I can girn you 011<• little 
example. I sold some steer rattle in 
1919, is my re<•ollection, for $47.50. In 
11121 I sold them for $22.50. They were 
high grade rattle. . . 

(J. Outside of •·states hke the Ad1ur 
Estate and a fpw others, what was the 
condition of the cattlemen generally. 
financially, during the years 1921 to 
192.l, inclu~ive t 

A. It was deplorable. I should hnve 
had to have suspended myself but for 
the fact that I was working for a 
salarv. 

Q. • On the properties that you own 
and control a~ executor, were therp a11y 
school lands that were reappraised un
der the Act of 1925 ! 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you had no personal con· 

tact with the administration of the law 
so far as your own business was con
cerned? 

A. Xo, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether there \Wre 

any parcels of land in the section of 
the State where you lived or where the 
properties are situated that you ma·1-
aged? 

A. Xot under that law, as far as I 
recall. They may have been, but I 
have no recoll<•ciion ·of anv. I know 
we had none. · 

Q. How long have you known Com
ruis,ioner J. T. Robison! 

A. I shon l<l say for something like 
thirtv nars. would he mv recollection. 

M1:. i.foses: That is ali. 
llfr. Allen: The witness may stand 

aside. 

L. L. Farr, a witness in behalf of the 
respondent, having been duly sworn by 
the Speaker of the Honse of Representa
tives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

Your name is L. L. 
Yes, sir. 
Where do you live, 
San Angelo, Texas. 

Farr! 

Mr. Farr! 

Q. How long have you lived at San 
Angelo and in that vicinity! 

A. Forty-five years. 
Q. Have you ever been engaged in 

the Ii vestock business? 
A. I have, and am now. 
Q. And in addition to your livestock 

busiuess, have you been manager or 
looked after livestock of other people? 

A. I have been manager for Sawyer 
Cattle Company of Texas for a number 
of years. 

Q. That ranch is located in Irion 
county? 

A. And Reagan. 
Q. Approximately what is the extent 

of that ranch T 
A. 17 3,000 acres. 
Q. How long did you say you had 

been manager of the Sawyer Cattle Com
pany? 

A. Since March, 1917. 
Q. Mr. Farr, did your country out 

there have any drouth in the years 1917 
and 1918, or either of those years T • 

A. Yes, it was a very severe drouth 
in 1917 and in 1918. We fed up prac
tically the value of our cattle to save 
their lives in those two years. 

Q. Do you recall that the slump in 
prices of cattle came in 1920? 

A. Well, it was the latter end of 
11120 and in 11121 it became so remark· 
able. 

Q. I will ask you if you know that 
the value of cattle that had been shipped 
to the territory, we will call it Okla
homa and Kansas, that the prices got 
bad, and many of those cattle were held 
over to the next year, and in many in· 
stances there was a loss of those steers 
of from thirty to seventy-firn dollars 
a head? 

A. And that not only applied to the 
cattle shipped to Kansas. It also ap· 
plied to the cattle we held there at 
home. 

Q. Was there any improvement in 
the values prior to January 1, 11126 ! 

A. There was a little in aged steers, 
but not in stock rattle or cows. They 
remained cheap. 

Q. Is this point true-it may be of 
some information that they figured that 
the intrinsic value of a cow was equal 
to that of a two-year-old steer. Have 
you heard of that! 

A. Yes, I have heard that stated and 
discussed various ways. 

Q. I will ask you if it is not true 
that when the prices of cattle were so 
low during the period I have asked 
about, that calves nine and ten months 
old sold for more than the mothers of 
those calves! 
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.A. That is true. I have sold them I know about it. I have the canceled 
that way. check at home. 

Q. Outside of a few cattlemen, is it Q. Was there any service that the 
or not true that a very large per cent Land Commissioner, Robison, made to 
of the cattlemen in your vicinity and Mr. Yates that ca1!ed for that payment 

•west there, and even east of there, were of money? 
facing bankruptcy and in danger of A. Shall I tel1 you the circumstances 
bankruptcy during that period of time 1 leading up to it? 

A. That is true. I had it in my Q. Yes, you may state in your own 
family. way what you know in regard to the 

Q. You recall, do you not, the pas- payment of that sum of money? 
sage, at the time it was passed, of the A. Mr. I. G. Yates was unfortunate 
valuation act of 1925? enough to strike a very big oil field on his 

A. Yes, I remember the passage of Pecos county ranch, and it immediately 
the a.ct. became very valuable, and everybody 

Q. Were you in the City of. Austin wanted a little piece of it, and of course 
at any time when that bill was being there has been many suits for vacancies 
discussed or when it was pending? and otherwise in that ranch. Prior to 

A. No. the time of finding the oil Mr. Yates 
Q. State if you know whether or not had discovered a lot of vacant land in 

many of the cattlemen in the West, on his pasture and made application to 
account of their financial condition, were buy it. He was cited to Captain Dodd 
unable to pay the interest due the to make a survey to ascertain whether 
school fund oLthe State of Texas upon it was true. 
their school land applications? Q. Who is Captain Dodd? 

A. I know a few men that were un- A. He was a State surveyor living 
able to pay their interest, or their in- in Alpine, Texas, a man wel1 known 
terest on their obligations, for that mat- in West Texas, a very splendid surveyor. 
ter. . Captain Dodd surveyed the Yates prop-

Q. How long. have you known J. T .. erty and discovered two distinct va-
Robison? cancies, one of 2,486 acres, and one of 

A. Oh, thirty years or more. 1,107 acres, as he reported them. Mr. 
Q. Have vou known him well? Yates made application for those. He 
A. Yes. • started in 1917 and final1y completed the 
Q. In addition to the livestock busi- purchase in 1921. In 1927, after hav-

ness, Mr. Farr, I will ask you to state ing an oil we]] drilled on his place, he 
if it is not true that you have had fo1 paid them out and received his patent. 
yourself and other people a great deal Subsequent to his patenting the land 
of land business? the oil kept developing and getting bet-

A. Yes, especially along in 1900, the ter, and the people wanted a part of 
early days of this century, early years. the ranch for vacant land, so they could 

Q. Did you have any land revalued a11 have some oil. There was a claim 
there for yourself or interests you rep- made for about 456 acres, as I remem-
resented, under the Act of 1925? her it, in six different tracts, lying ad-

A. Nohe at a1!. ' jacent to one of those tracts that Cap-
Q. Mr. Farr, state whether or not tain Dodd had surveyed for Mr. Yates. 

you, in part, look after the business of They brought a mandamus in the 
Mr. Ira G. Yates? District Court of Pecos county, and this 

A. I do. applicant was given judgment against 
Q. How long have you been in that Mr. Yates on an instructed verdict. The 

capacity! case went up to the Court of Appeals 
A. I have held a general power of of El Paso and reversed and rendered in 

attorney ever since November, 1927? favor of Mr. Yates. While the case was 
Q. Do you know whether or not he on trial at El Paso those parties repre

had any land revalued under this act? senting Mr. Fred Turner, applicant for 
A. No, he didn't have any land re- the land, came down here and insisted 

valued. on having patents issued for that land. 
Q. There has been some testimony in Mr. Robison issued those parties those 

this case, I believe excerpts read from patents. Then he called up Mr. Yates 
testimony of Commissioner Robison at and asked to meet him in the oil field, 
the previous hearing, of a payment of and said there was going to have to be 
1ive hundred dollars to the Commis- something more done on it. So we met 
sioner by Mr. Yates. Do you know any- him and spent the day. Fina11y we 
thing about that transactfon? came back to San Angelo in a car, and 

.A. I didn't see the payment made. Mr. Robison and Mr. Yates stopped at 
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the San Angeles Hotel. and I went on 
out. The next morning Mr. Yates came 
and said: "What do vou think 1 I 
gave ,Jim Robison >j\609 !~st night. after 
having patented Fred Turner our lnnd." 
I just laughed and said: "That is your 
money. I guess it is all right." 

Q. 'That was Mr. Yates who made 
that statement 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. 'What wa• the date, approximately 

the dat~. of that 1 
A. I would g-ue•< February, last year. 

1928. There was this other piece of 
land. There has heen a good deal sairl 
that I would like to tell you about. 
I have read in the paper ahout this 
other l, l iO·al're vacanrv of land where 
we were supposed to have got it all. 
That pier<' of land was patented to Mr. 
Yates tlw same <late ns the other. Now 
about llHJ:l there were four sections 
10cated along adjoining Runnels county 
school land. 101, 102. lO:J and 104, and 
in correcting the field notes were rut 
down to 40i -acre tracts. When Dodd 
was out there surveying in 1918, which 
was twentv-five vears later, and dis
coHre<I this val'a-ncv, ~Ir. Yntl's made 
application to the Rtate to sell the un· 
surveyed school lande, on which the 
State' holds all the minernls. exrept Mr. 
Yates' agency intereAt of one-sixteenth. 

Now the charge has been laid down 
that Mr. Rohieon patented Mr. Yates, 
a rich oil man. the oil interests of the 
school fund of thi• Rtnte. Ruit was filed 
for this patented land nn<l it is in court 
also. You ran ea•ily see that if it pre
vails that, instead of Hohi.r>n patenting 
the land to Yates in order to beat the 
school fund. if this party prevails the 
school fund will be heat out of its roy· 
alty interest in that land entirely, and 
there will be none of it left for the State 
school fund. If Mr. Yates holds his 
title the State owns all the minerals, 
and Yates will only get his one-six
teenth. 

Q. When was that resurveying done! 
A. In 1917 and 1918, and probably 

as late as 1919. It went on for two or 
three years. 

Q. It is true, is it not, that the 
Yates discovery well didn't come in until 
19261 

A. October, 1926. 
Q. Prior to that time it was the 

wildest kind of wildcat territory 1 
A. And as poor a country as a man 

ever saw. Yates tried his best to get 
me to help buy that land, and after 
seeing what he had I told him I wouldn't 
have it; that I didn't want any. 

Mr. Moses: That is all. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen) : 
Q. Now, Mr. Farr, on re-examination 

auother IJ1atter has been brought out 
about which I desire to ask you some 
questions. 

A. Al! right, sir. 
Q. Beginning in 1917 you say that 

Mr. Yates had surveys made with the 
view of pure hasing lands that might he 
prospective oil lands that had not al· 
ready been sold by the State 1 

A. No, sir; I didn't state that. 
Q. Beginning in 1917 you say he pur

chased lands, or began arrangements to 
purchase lands! 

A. Purchased vacant land in his pas
ture. 

Q. At the time he purchased that 
land he dealt with Mr. Robison, did he 
not? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Now when did he purchase the 

land on whirh the Yates discovery well 
came in? 

A. In 1921. 
Q. And he purchased that land that 

the Yates discovery well came in on 
from the State. through the Honorable 
J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember what he paid 

per acre for that land that he pur
chased that the discovery well after
wards came in on! 

A. My recollection is one piece was 
$1.50, and the other was $2. The rec
ord over there will show. 

Q. From what you know, it was 
something approximately near those 
figures! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was less than three dollars per 

acre? 
A. Sure. 
Q. You secured how many acres at 

that time for that price! 
A. 3493 acres. 
Q. Now, you secured from Mr. Robi

son here, purchased from the State of 
Texas, more than three thousand acres 
at $1.50 to $2 per acre at that time! 
That was a high price in that locality. 

Q. You purchased something like 
3200 acres, and it was on that land that 
su hsequen tly the Ya tee discovery well 
came in, and there has been millions of 
dollars' worth of oil taken out of that 
land! 

A. I would not say how many mil
lions had been taken out of that land
there has been lots of oil taken out of it. 

Q. But all of those lands were pur
chased by you in 1917 T 
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A. A lot of the I. & G. N. located 
in Block 76. 

Q. How much of those lands were 
_purchased by you since 1917, either from 
the school land or from the University 
lands through Mr. Robison? 

A. That is all. Those two tracts. 
3493 acres. 

Q. What land is it you say is now 
in litigation for which patents were is
;&ued to ,you firstf 

A. More land that I purchased at 
that time. 

Q. In other words, more than the 
-3493 acres! 

A. Part of that and part of another 
'8urvey. 

Q. But there was no patent issued 
to lnyone else on any part of the 3400 
~cres! 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you did secure from Land 

'Commissioner Robison that 3400 acres? 
A. Patents have been issued to 

Yates and not issued to anyone else by 
Mr. Robison at that time, on that par
ticular land. 

Q. Now, it was-you say that you 
met Mr. Robison out there to go over 
that field together and see if there was 
;any other lands that had not been pat
-ented ! 

A. That was not the purpose of it, 
Mr. Allen. 

Q. For what purpose did you get the 
iLand Commissioner out there to go over 
that land! 

A. Sir, at the request of him and the 
.Austin men who came with him. 

Q. Mr. Robison and someone else? 
A. Some parties from Austin-they 

<were claiming some vacant land in the 
Yates pasture. 

Q. Approximately what was the date 
<Of the application for the purchase of 
the two tracts of land that were filed? 

A. The original application? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I would say in 1917. 
Q. About 1917? 
A. Yes, sir. Malcolm Reed was the 

-other party-the party that came out 
there with Mr. Robison. 

Q. About what date did they begin 
oto drill the discovery w~ll ! 

A. 1926. Nine years later. 
·Q. When did the well come in! 
A. October, 1926. 
Q. Now, this man that you have just 

-named came out there in company with 
'Mr. Robison, and went over the Yates 
]>asture for what purpose! 

A. To try to take some more of our 
land away. 

Q. And you went out there and met 

Mr. Robison and this man who was 
trying to take some of that Yates land 
away from you? 

A. Sure. 
Q. And it was on that trip that you 

drove back through there--it was on 
that trip that Mr. Yates gave him that 
check for $690 ! 

A. I said $609. 
Q. I will refresh your memory. Did 

you say that it was $690 instead of 
$609? 

A. It was not as much as $610. 
Q. Approximately that amount? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And it was under those circum

stances, ·and under those conditions at 
that time that the Hon. J. T. Robison, 
the Land Commissioner, accepted the 
gift from Ira G. Yates, who formerly 
purchased that land? 

A. A gift or loan. 
Q. You know that it was a gift. 

Don't you k11ow that it was a gift
you know all about that. 

A. I think it just as well have been. 
Robison is always broke. 

Q. Did you not say that he gave Mr. 
l:tobison $609? 

A. I am not absolutely certain as to 
the exact amount. I believe it was for 
$609; I do not know that I said that it 
was a gift, but I said that he just as 
well have given it to him. He showed 
me the stub on his check book. 

Q. Anyway, you do not.mean to leave 
the impression, or lead this Committee 
to the conclusion that that was a loan 
and not a gift? 

A. No. I mean to say this to the 
Committee. That while Mr. Robison 
received that; we did not think that 
there was anything wrong in that, and 
we believed in him and still believe in 
him. 

Q. Now at the very time that check 
was given, there was negotiations on in 
which you knew that he was interested 
in claiming, that you knew tbat other 
people were interested in claiming some 
of your land? 

A. And trying to take it. And that 
they are still trying to do. 

Q. The negotiations were on at that 
time! 

A. And still are. 
Q. And it was while these negotia

tions were on that he made this gift! 
A. We brought this party, Malcolm· 

Reed, back to town. We gave them both 
a ride of 140 miles and this check as 
well. 

Q. The point I am trying to make is, 
that the negotia.tions were on at that 
time, they have been on ever since, the 
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Honorable .T. T. Robison, as Land Com
missioner of this State, knew that at 
the time, and at the time that he was 
out there, going into this matter. and 
at that time, and under those circum
stances and under those conditions, this 
check was passed 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was still Land Commissioner, 

and you were having dealing.~ with him 
pertaining to yonr lands out there? 

A. \Ve daim that it is our land; we 
ar" goin~ to nwet them i11 the court
house, and Wt' a r<' going to get our land. 

Q. Of c·ourse yon knew that the Land 
CommiRgio11er wa~ out there looking into 
that matter at the time that he was 
there on that trip. ancl it was while on 
that trip that this transac·tion occurred. 
That is true? 

A. That was what they came out 
there for. 

Q. The land is still in controversy. 
the land was still in controversv at the 
time that Mr. Robison was out ·there on 
that trip, and while he was out there 
you folks gave them a ride of 140 miles. 
and finally gave them. gave Mr. Robi
son, another lift of $609 ! 

A. Yes, and we will help other par
ties whenever we get a chance. 

Mr. Allen: I belien that is all. 

Cro~~-Examination. 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Mr. Moses: Mr. Farr, at the time 

that Ira G. Yates made application for 
those tracts of land in his pasture, how 
manv hundred miles was it to the near
est ~ii well! 

A. About Breckenridge. 
Q. About how many miles would you 

say that wou Id be! 
A. Over two hundred. 
Q. Now the first oil field that came 

in out there was in Reagan county? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remernher what year that 

was! 
A. It must ltavp lwen in 1924. 
Q. Then at the time that this land 

was patented, or at the time the deal for 
the purchase of it was closed, in 1921, 
the nearest oil well would have been 
over in Stephens county 1 

A. Coleman or Shackelford county. 
The Yates oil field is 140 miles from the 
nearest oil field, southwest of San An
gelo. 

Q. Do you know whether or not the 
application that was made or the per
son interested in making that applica
tion was made hy either M. H. Reed of 
Austin, or who it was made by! 

A. The application was made hy 

.John G. Tyler, and my information is 
'hat Reed was furnishing him the money 
or backing him. 

Q. Is that the same John G. Tyler 
whom l\lr. Robison sent the letter to that 
was introduc·ed here the other day! 

A. I do not know, I could not say. 
f nenr saw the man. 

Q. Is it not a fact that M. H. Reed 
did get all the river beds where there 
was anv oil with it! -

A. i do not know from my own 
knowledge. I have heard that talked of. 

Q. At the time that this land was 
bought by l\Ir. Yates, was it bought and 
paid for in accordance with the law as 
it existed at the time and for the prices 
that the statute provided for! 

A. Everything was regularly done 
according to the law. 

Q. And at that time. and at the time 
it was applied for, and at the time the 
deals were consummated. in 1921, with 
your knowledge of the land values, of 
the tracts of land which Mr. Yates 
hought, did Ira G. Yates pay a fair price 
for that land! 

A. Yes, sir. A full price. 
Q. This ranch is located in Pecos 

county, on the west side of the Pecos 
Rinr? 

A_ Yes, sir; this particular land lies, 
fronting on the river and back about 
two miles from the river. 

Q. At the time that Mr. Yates bought 
this 3400 odd acres of land, was there 
or not a reservation of the minerals to 
the State! 

A. Yes, the patent reserved the min
erals to the State. 

Q. Does the State get the royalties 
from that land at this time! 

A. It should get one-sixteenth of the 
royalties out of each tract. 

Q. And that is the royalty, the same 
royalty that they get on the balance of 
the State land! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is the same royalty that 

you get! 
A. Yes, sir. There is 0'1e tract, that 

is, the John G. Tyler tract, that we do 
not get any royalty on. 

Q. That has been deposited to await 
tlw resu It of this lawsuit! 

A. It has. 
Q. Whatever claims M. H. or Selden 

Reed have can be established in the Dis
trict Court of Pecos county! 

A. Yes, sir, and will have to be. 
Q. Is there any power vested in Mr. 

Robison that would defeat the rights 
that M. H. Reed or anyone else may 
have, by reason of the John G. Tyler 
deal or application! 
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Mr. Allen: We will object to that. 
That" is a question of law. He is not a 
lawyer. 

Mr. Moses: He is a practical land 
man and he has gone into this question. 
Now let's get the· facts. If there was 
no discretion in law vested in Commis
sioner Robison, since he has asked those 
questions-

Mr. Allen: The Commissioner would 
have had no authority except such as he 
holds under the law. That being true, 
that is purely a legal matter and a legal 
quel!tion to be presented when the argu
ment-when the tim·e for the argument 
in the case arrives-it should not be 
taken up now. 

Mr. Moses: If the Court please, we 
do not think the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, that he received a 
bribe, or that he might have receiv.ed a 
bribe, in order that Reed or the men 
interested with him, from doing or re· 
fraining from doing something with re
gard to that alleged vacancy out there, 
might have benefited should be permit
ted there: If it is true that the Com
missioner of the General Land Office had 
no discretion, or could defeat or make 
the rights of Reed, then the question 
whether that was an impropriety in ac
cepting that money and a gross indis-
cretion, should be determined. ·· 

Mr . .Allen: Now, about the matter of 
the impropriety that my good friend 
Moses speaks of-further than the facts 
elicited from this witness. This witness 
has stated that they met out there for 
the purpose of negotiating certain mat
ters and at the end of that, at the end 
of that time, they gave them a ride of 
over a hundred miles, and then at the 
end of that, Ira G. Yate&, then and 
there, under those circumstances, gave 
the Land Commissioner, Mr. Robison, a 
check for $609, which he says was not a 
loan. 

Now, later on, we are going to 
reach and discuss the effect of that mat
ter, but those are the facts. I have 
never seen this witness before in my life, 
I have never talked to him, but we ex
pect to reach some conclusions. But it 
would not make any difference what he 
said might be the authority or the power 
under the law, or how it would affect the 
rights of this or these other men, be
cause that is purely a question of law 
that we must discuss when the time 
comes, we must discuss it, and my friend 
Mosee will discuss it, and on that we 
will submit the issues to this body. 

We contend to state what authority, 
under the law, the Commissioner may or 
may not have had, with respect to in-

terfering with the rights of somebody in 
connection with that matter is purely a 
question of. law for this body to deter
mine when the questions of law are ar
gued. We are going to have to discuss 
it, but this question does not hinge on 
that. What the State now relies on 
in this particular instance is whether 
or not the check for $609 was given 
under circumstances that were improper, 
and that is a question for this House to 
determine. 

Judge Sinks: The witness will not 
express any opinion as to the questioL 
of law. That is purely a question of 
law. The witness did not say what his 
authority was. There will always be 
disputes between men as to legal mat· 
ters. 

Mr. Moses: If counsel will say that 
he is not going to argue that this money 
was given, was probably given, to in
!luence some official action of Mr. Robi
son, we will not urge the matter fur
ther. 

Mr. Allen: We, of course, are going 
to take these facts and the circum
stances as they are developed from the 
witness stand. The main contention that 
we will make is, that prior to that time, 
and at that time, Ira G. Yates was 
engaged with the Commissioner in the 
matter of negotiating matters of busi
ness out there--

Mr. Moses: It was in· order to get 
these facts that we were trying to get 
the facts from this witness. 

Mr. Allen: Prior to that time he had 
acquired rights to lands out there, and· 
there was a dispute pending about that 
property. I understand the other man 
was not on it at the time, But we will 
certainly contend that under those cir
cumstances it was highly improper, and 
grossly wrong, for the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, Mr. Robison, to 
have accepted gifts of that character. 
That will be our contention in regard to 
this. 

Mr. Moses: That information will 
simplify all this. There was nothing 
under the shining sun that Commis
sioner Robison could have done that 
would have tended to have affected the 
rights of Tyler, who was holdh~g under 
Reed. Here is the man who is familiar 
with those conditions. We think that 
we ought to be able to introduce that. 
If this witness is mistaken about it, 
they may offer such proof as to that as 
they may deem proper. 

Mr. Allen: The proposition is a very 
simple one. We want to know if there 
was anything that J. T. Robison. as 
Land Commissioner, could have done 
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that would have affected the rights of 
those people--that is purely a question 
of law, and one on which the witness 
would not be competent to pas•. The 
law, of course, speaks for itself. \Ye. 
of course, object to that kind of evi
dence, or them attempting to proH by 
this witness what authoritv the Lnn<l 
Commissioner. J. T. Robiso1;, had under 
the law to art in this matter. 

Judge Sinks: I sustain the objection. 
Do not think that this witness should 
be asked to pass on a question of law. 

Mr. Moses: Now. l\Ir. Farr, with re
gard to this m~·sterio11' six hundred and 
nine dollars-do you know for what 
purpose any of that money was to be 
used 1 

A. I will have to tell you what Mr. 
Yates told me about that when I talked 
to him about this transaction. 

Q. All right. 
A. He said to me that Mr. Robison 

tolcl him that he was still owing for the 
brief that he had had printed in this re
linquishment case. It had not been paid 
for. This was. if I remember right. one 
hundred and nine dollars. 

Q. What was the five hundred dollars 
for! 

A. For some money that he owed 
Judge Batts. Five hundred dollars on 
a note that he owed Judge R. L. Batts. 
and one hundred and nine dollar> th it 
he needed to pay for the brief that lie 
had had printed in that relinquishment 
case. 

Q. Now the relinquishment act, that 
was one in which the Commissioner was 
assisting in upholding the validity of the 
relinquishment Act of the Legislature, 
which was then before the courts and 
which had at that time been decided. 
hut was later decided in favor of the 
contention of the land Commissioner l 

A. It had already been decided in 
favor of the Commissioner. 

Q. The contention of the Commis
sioner, Mr. Robison, had been upheld 1 

A. Yt•s, sir; last fall a year ago. 
Mr. Allen : lllr. Farr, I wish you 

would kindly tell the Committee just 
why Commissioner Robison had gone out 
there, and what interest, if you know, 
Mr. Robison, as Land Commissioner had 
in that dispute out there? 

A. Before he came out there, he said 
these parties were interested· and insist· 
ing on going out there to look at certain 
land conwrs, and if we would like to be 
present that he would be glad to have 
us go along. There were a number of 
people, I do not recall all of them. There 

was Mr. Reed, llfr. Giles, Mr. Cameron 
J. W. Hill and a number of others. ' 

Q. Mr. Reed was interested in those 
c·orners in the Yates pasture, and Mr. 
Yates was interested in those corners 
and you were interested in those cor
ners? 

A. Well, I never could understand 
why they wanted us out there, except 
to show that we had other land corners 
in the pasture. 

Q. While you were giving the Land 
Commissioner this lift of 140 odd miles, 
you learned that the Land Commissioner 
had borrowed five hundred dollars from 
Judge R. L. Batts, and used it in his 
l'ampaigu t•xprn~e during last summer 
un<l fall: 

A. I do not know that he told that 
was what he 1!'ed it for. I do not think 
that he did. 

Q. Did you learn that afterwards 1 
A. I learned it later that it was for 

money that he had borrowed from Judge 
Batts. I will not say that he said that 
it was for five hundred dollars that he 
borrowed from Judge Batts. 

lJ. You could not sav as to that 1 
A. That may be true. 
Q. Well, is it true! 
A. That is probably true, but I do 

not know it. 
Q. Now, the one hundred and nine 

dollars, additional, that was for a print
ing bill? 

A. Printing bill? 
Q. Printing that brief 1 
A. The brief that was filed in this 

relinquishment rase. 
Q. And that brief was filed by J. T. 

Robison in that case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Yates was interested in the 

result of that case! 
A. Not directly. 
Q. But he was interested in the re

sult of that case filed by Mr. Reed! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So at the time the check was 

given to Mr. Robison by I. G. Yates, he 
knew that the Land Commissioner, he 
was conversant with the land laws of 
this Stnte, and that case involved· the 
relinquishment of interests due the State 
and he was naturally interested in that 1 

A. Everybody knew that. 
Q. And that brief filed by the Land 

Commissioner in that case resulted in 
uenefit both to llfr. Yates and to the 
other interested people in that section of 
the State as a result of the questions 
involved? 

A. Yes, sir; that is true. 
Q. Now, on account of the service 
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that he had rendered in filing that brief 
for him and other men, Mr. Yates gave 
that check to pay for that brief out of 
his pocket, rather than let Mr. Robison 
pay for same, because he appreciated 
the result of what he had done for him 
and other citizens of West Texas? 

A. I did not say that. He gave it 
to him as iL pure gift, a loan or what
ever you wish to call it. 

Q. But it was a gift for services that 
he had performed in a matter in which 
he had been concerned at the time the 
brief was filed. That is true. 

.A. Mr. Yates had his own attorney 
in that case, I am certain. 

Q. But there was no contest in that 
case between Mr. Robison and Mr. Yates' 
attorney? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Did not those people out there, 

those land owners, are they not con
vinced, that Mr_ Robison, by reason of 
having that trial, do not they feel that 
they owe him a debt of gratitude? 

.A. I feel like it. Some do not, though 
they should. 

.Q. And owing that debt of gratitude 
to the Land Commissioner of Texas, for 
the service he had rendered, in filing 
that suit, that was what prompted thE!m 
to make that gift or donation-that is 
true? 

A. I do not know what prompted it, 
but I do think I can state the facts. 

Q. The matter these gentlemen 
wanted to have that conference with him 
about, and went out there about,. is that 
suit still pending? 

A. It was then pending, and is still 
-on file in Pecos County District Court. 
Never anything done about it. 

Q. Has never been tried 1 
.A. No, sir. 
Mr. Allen : I believe that is all. 

Clifford B. Jones, be1ng duly sworn 
lby the Speaker, testified as follows on 

Direct Examination. 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Your name is Clifford B. Jones? 

· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live 1 
.A. Spur, Dickens county, Texas. 
Q. How long have you resided there! 
.A. Since 1911. 
Q. Are you connected in any way with 

the Swenson activities or business, lo
~ated in that portion of the State 1 

.A. I am manager for the Swenson 
. interests at Spur. 

Q. When did you go to Spur! 

A. In the spring of 19ll. 
Q. Were you, during some of the 

time you have lived out there, in the 
cattle business? 

A. I was. 
Q. In what years were you in the 

cattle business! 
A. From 1913 until 1925, personally. 

' Q. What was the condition in that 
portion of the State of the cattle busi
ness, as to the finances of those engaged 
in the cattle business. 

A. The situation during 1917 and 
1918, particularly, was deplorable. In 
fact, I shipped velvet beans into the 
Dickens county, Texas, from the State of 
Georgia, and fed them to maintain my 
cattle. 

Q. Did the condition continue bad 
throughout the years 1921 and 1925, in
clusive? 

A. It did, in so far as prices were 
concerned. 

Q. Did you or not have a drouth in 
that section during that period 1 

A. Particularly in 1917 and 1918. 
Q. Do you hold any official position 

at this time? 
A. I do. 
Q. What is that position! 
A. I am Vice President of the Texas 

Highway .Association, and am Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Texas 
Technological School. 

Q. Located at Lubbock 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you at one time President 

of the West Texas Chamber of Com
merce? 

A. I was. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Commis-

sioner Robison! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him! 
.A. Ever since I have been in the 

State. 
Q. Have you had any business deal

ings with him, since you have been liv
ing in Texas? 

A. I have. 
Q. Much or little 1 
A. I have had considerable business 

transactions with the Land Office and 
with l\Ir. Robison since I have bP.en in 
Texas. 

Q. And you are acquainted with him 
by reason of living in West Texas, in 
that section of the State, where you now 
reside! 

A. Yes, sir . 

W. W. Bogle, being duly sworn by the 
Speaker, testified as follows on 
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Direct Examination. 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Please state your name to the 

Committee. 
A. W. W. Bogle. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Bogle! 
A. Marfa, Texas. 
Q. How long have :vou lived in Pre· 

sidio county, Texas 1 • 
A. Forty-five years. 
Q. Have you ever held any official 

position in that county 1 
A. I was county judge for about 

eleven years. 
Q. You say that you were county 

judge of Presidio county for about 
eleven years 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been in the stock 

-in the cattle business in that section 
of the State? 

A. I have. 
Q. How long have you been in the 

cattle business in that section of the 
State? 

A. All the time that I have been 
there; about forty-five years. 

Q. What is the extent of your land 
holdings! 

A. I have a little over fifty-three 
thousand acres of land. 

Q. And it is located in Presidio 
county! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What direction from Marfa? 
A. South. 
Q. Without going into the matter 

elaborately, you have heard the testi
mony of the witn<>sses as to the great 
deflation in the values of cattle, com
mencing in 1920 and continuing during 
the year 1925. Was that condition true 
in your county also? 

A. I cannot tell you definitely about 
that. I sold out in 1918. Sold all of 
my eattle. As I remember in 1917, I 
lost a great many cattle. 

Q. Was that on account of the 
drouth ! 

A. On account of that. 
Q. Then personally you were not in 

the cattle business during that time 1 
A. From 1918 to 1923 I was not in 

the cattle business. 
Q. Did you go back in the cattle 

business in 1923? 
A. I did. 
Q. Did you find any improvement in 

prices, Judge Bogle, in 1923 and 1924. 
in the cattle business! 

A. I was in the unfortunate posi· 
tion of being financially busted. and I 
had about everything on tick; as a con
sequence, I had to pay high prices. 

Q. Well, that condition of being 
broke was almost universal and the 
cattlemen in that section of the State 
had been forced to liquidate to pay their 
debts! 

A. At least they had to sell at 
prices that were very much too low, and 
most of them went broke as a result 
of those conditions-flat broke. 

Q. Did you have any land reap
praised under the Act of 1925 ! 

A. I did. 
Q. Approximately how many sections 

did you have reappraised! 
A. I expect that you will feel that 

I am somewhat stupid, but I cannot tell 
you. They have the total here in the 
files of the General Land Office, and I 
am sure that they have the information 
and can give it to you. 

Q. Can you tell us approximately, 
more or less, just your best judgment 
of it T 

A. I do not like to answer that. 
Q. About (Mr. Smith) 24,729 

acres! 
A. I was going to say about 25,000 

acres. 
Q. And, of course, you paid your 

one-cent·per-acre to Mr. Robison as the 
other land owners out in that section of 
the State did, to have your land re
appraised T 

A. I did. 
Q. Do you remember when your land 

was reappraised T 
A. In 1925, I guess. 
Q. Now, Judge, did you ever make 

any contribution or gift to Commis
sioner Robison of any portion of the 
residue of that money! 

A. I did not. 
Q. Do you know whether or not any 

of your ·neighbors did T 
A. I have heard that they did. 
Q. You are acquainted with Commis

sioner Robison, are you not T 
A. Very well acquainted with him; I 

have known him a great many years, 
very favorably. 

Q. Has he or not, in ~he discharge 
of his duties as Land Commissioner, 
frequently been out in your section of 
the State? 

A. He has been out there a number 
of times. 

Mr. Moses: That is all, Mr. Allen. 

Cross-Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: 
Q. Mr. Bogle, I will be very brief and 

will just ask you a few questions. You 
had disposed of your cattle and your 
lands, and then subsequently repur
chased! 
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A. I didn't dispose of the lands. 
Q. I don't mean the lands-
A. I disposed of the cattle com-

pletely in 1918 and bought back in 1923. 
Q. That was the cattle? 
A. Five years afterwards. 
Q. Yes, sir. Now, you owned, you 

say, approximately 25,000 or 26,000, or 
what I have here is 24,520, that is 
correct? 

A. I think so, yes. 
Q. Then, when you paid in your one

cent-per-acre, had your lands been for
feited for interest? 

A. Well, no. 
Q. They had not been? 
A. Well, yes, they took the regular 

course of forfeiture. 
Q. Then, you took the regular course 

of demand for reappraisement? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then you sent in a check! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that check was for $227.40! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, that was in the year 1925, 

that 4ct of 1925, Reappraisement Act, 
became effective, my recollection is, in 
June of 1925 7 

A. Yes. 
Q. And, of course, it was after that 

act became effective that you asked for 
your reappraisement, and at the time 
you asked for your appraisement, you 
sent in 9his money? 

A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. Now, then, if the money was paid 
i~ under the Act ~f 1925, the act pro
vided that any residue not used in the 
expenses of reappraisement should go 
into the Treasury-

M~. Moses: Well, now, we invoke, in 
the mterest of time, the objections that 
counsel has made as to us; he is dis
cussing a proposition of law to the wit
ness, and we have been denied the right 
to do that, and we object to his doing it. 

Mr. Allen: I withdraw the question. 
I am not asking what the law is. 

Q. Anyway, there was an amend
ment to the act in 1926-that is what 
I am getting at-there was an amend
ment to the Reappraisement Act in 1926, 
and under that amendment you say you 
subsequently received a refund check for 
a portion of the money that you paid in 
on the one-cent-per-acre 1 

A. I haven't said so up to date. 
. Q. You stated-you didn't state that 
m the words, of course, but you did re
ceive the check, the refund check? 

A. I can answer that; it would take 
a whole lot of talk to answer that 

- question. 

Q. Well, you either received a check 
for· refund on that one-cent fund, you 
either did or did not. Did you, or did 
you not? 

A. I received a check, but at that 
time I was in California and didn't 
know what it was. 

Q. But you subsequently learned 
what it was? 

A. I did. 
Q. Then, I am asking you now, did 

you receive a refund check for your land 
up to that time? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, when did you receive your 

refund check? 
A. I think it was in April; I am 

uot positive. 
Q. What year! 
A. This year. 
Q. In this year! Now, at the time 

you received that refund check, was 
there enclosed a letter composed of two 
paragraphs, reading as follows: "Lots 
of those to whom these checks have been 
sent have written their names on the 
back of them and have sent them to me 
as a free-wili token for their appreciation 
of the service I have rendered the own
ers of land in defending their miners! 
rights, etc., in litigation filed by the 
Attorney General some years ago"! 

A. There was not. 
Q.- You didn't get a letter of that 

kind? 
A. I did not. 
Q. Was there anything in your en-

velope enclosed with that check 1 
A. Not a thing. 
Q. Nothing at all? 
A. Not a thing. 
Q. Then you not only did not return 

the check, but you were not requested 
to do it! 

A. I certainly was not. 
Q. No suggestion was made to that 

effect? 
A. Not a single suggestion. 
Q. One other matter I want to ask 

you about. You were asked about the 
value of those lands. I will ask you 
if it is true that since the matter-

A. As what-say that again 1 
Q. Counsel asked you about the •alue 

of your land and about how entirely 
bankrupt you were during the era of 
depressed times. I will ask you if on 
the land~n some of the laud you 
bought--

Mr. Moses: Counsel is in . error, I 
didn't ask him anything about the value 
of his lands. I was talking about the 
cattle. 

Mr. Allen: Well, about the depres
sion. 
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A. You hypothccate n great deal to 
yourself; you put the words in my 
mouth I don't intend to use. 

Q. During the era of depression
weren"t you asked if that affec·ted the 
value of lands out there 1 

A. As a matter of law. if he asked 
me--

Q. No. I am asking you if he didn"t 
ask yon if that era of depression that 
the \Ve•t went through, did he not ask 
you if it affected the value of lands out 
there! 

A. It seems to me he asked onlv ahout 
the value of rat! le. if I had lo~t any
thing. 

Q. \Veil. I am asking you, not 
onlv ask if it affected the ,·alue of the 
!'at tie-

_\, There is the stenographer. 
Q. I know. but we ha,·en't time to 

stop now. I will ask you now if it 
atY....ted tlw \'alue of the lands I 

A. Very murh, if a mnn loses his 
stock and e\'erything he had. 

Q. You are not out of humor with 
me. are you? I am in the best of humor. 

A. I· don't <·are a continental about 
you in the world. 

Q. I know. but ask you, you are 
not out of humor with me? 

A. Not a Lit. But I certainly don't 
want you to put words in my mouth I 
didn't use. 

Q. I will ask yon this. if at any time 
since--1 am askinj? this at the sugges
tion of a member-if vou obtained a 
loan on your land soon after and bought 
it on reappraisement of-approximately 
$:J per acre? 

Mr. Moses: We will object to it, we 
objec·t to anything about what the value 
of the lands are now, or what he has 
receh·ed since the revaluation. \\"e haYe 
no ohjertion to the witness being inter
rogated as to the value of his lands at 
the time they were appraised; but 
whether they have gone up or whether 
they have gone down since that time can 
throw no light whatever on this im·e•ti
gation. 

'.\Ir. Allen: With the statement to 
you. I am asking that at the reque•t of 
a member of the <'ommittee. 

'.\Ir. 2\lose>: \Yell, w~ still sav it is 
immaterial. inadmi.sible and incompe
tent. regardless of whether it is from a 
member of the Committee or not. 

.Judµ-e Sinks: I sustain the objection. 
Mr. A lien : Then that ends the ex· 

amination. 
(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Moses: In the interest of time, 
Mr. W. P. Fisher, if counsel is agree
able, may be excused. He is a neigh· 
bor and lives at Marfa. He is sitting 
in the back of the House, if you would 
like to confer with him. 

'.\Ir. Allen: That is all right, Mr. 
Moses. 

Tlwreupon the respondent called D. 
H. Snwlt•r, who wns sworn by the 
S111.,1k1·i·. and who testified as follows: 

Direct Examination. 

(Ry '.\Ir. '.\loses) : 
l). Plen•e state your name? 
A. D. H. Snyder. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Snyder T 
A. Colorado, Texas. 
Q. How long have you lived in 

Mitchell county! 
A. Tw<"nty-eight years. 
Q. Born and raised there! 
A. Round Rcll'k. in Williamson 

county. 
\J. And did yon ewr liw in George

town? 
A. y,.,_ sir. 
Q. What business are you engaged in, 

Mr. Snyder? 
A. C'attle busines•. 
Q. Were you engaged in the cattle 

bu>ine"" in '.\likhell countv from the 
vear' 19 I 7 to 1925, inclusive f 
· A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the condition of your 
countrv as to the drouths in 1917 
and 'JH. 

A. From 1916 up, and ineluding 1918, 
it wn• ,-ery had. 

Q. Do you recall, Mr. Snyder, that 
the deflation in values of cattle com
menced some time in the year 1920 and 
continued getting worse throughout the 
years, including 1925 T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the financial condition 

overwhelming the majority of the cattle
men at the beginning of the year 1925! 

A. About ninety-five per cent of them 
were broke. 

Q. To refer you to two special in
stances-you are well acquainted with 
W. C. Cowan, who owned a large ranch 
in Reeves county, weren't you! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And were you also acquainted with 

an old gentleman by the name of Hudson, 
who ranched in that country! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Each of those men went broke and 

died practically paupers, did they not I 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did you have any land reappraised 
under the Act of 1925? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. I believe that is all. 
Mr. Allen: That is all, Mr. Snyder. 
(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Moses: llfr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: Mr. Moses. 
Mr. Moses: Right at this time we 

have no witnesses available except those 
who will consume a great deal of time. 
We are willing to go on if the House 
wants us to do it, but as it is about 5 
o'clock, it will not discommode us and 
we will appreciate it if you will take a 
recess until tomorrow morning at IO 
o'clock. Mr. Speaker, I will call one 
other witness; it won't take but a little 
while to examine him. 

Mr. Speaker: Very well. 
Mr. Moses: Then, at the conclusion 

of his testimony, if it is agreeable with 
the House, we will not put on any fur· 
ther testimony this afternoon. 

Thereupon the respondent called L. 
R. Millican, who was sworn by the 
Speaker, and who testified as follows: 

Direct Examination. 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. What is your name? 
A. L. R. Millican. 
Q. Where do you live at this time? 
A. El Paso. 
Q. What is your business or calling? 
A. Baptist minister and missionary, 

traveling in that western country. 
Q. How long have you been a min

ister of the gospel? 
A. Well, fifty-five years. 
Q. How long have you lived in the 

West! 
A. Nearly all my life. 
Q. Are you acquainted with J. T. 

Robison! 
A. I am. 
Q. Are you well acquainted with him? 
A. I am. 
Q. Are you well and intimately ac

quainted with the people of West Texas? 
A. I am. 
Q. Have you lived at any oth~r ::iince 

in West Texas besides El Paso? 
A. I was born at Lampasas, and I 

have kept up with the West ever since 
I was grown. I went to San Angelo as 
a. missionary over that country before 
the time of railroads-went out there 

. in '85; and I went to Midland in '87; 
and in '90-I think it was '93 or '4, 
1893 or '4, I went out to El Paso as 
pastor, and then I was State evangelist 

for several years, ·and then went back 
out West. 

A Member: A little louder, we can't 
hear you. 

The Speaker: Brother Millican, talk 
a little louder, and in this microphone, 
please, use just a little more force to 
your voice. 

Q. Well, without going into details 
as to all the places-did you ever live 
at Fort Davis? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And did you ever live at a little 

place called Alamo? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what county is Ale.mo? 
A. It is in Hudspeth county now; it 

was in El Paso county when I l;ved 
thcr~. 

Q. Did you ranch, and do you now 
own a ranch near Alamo'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you in the cattle business 

when the drouth and deflation in values 
came? 

A. In a small way, I was. I went 
broke. 

Q. You went broke? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you down here at Austin at 

any time when the discussion or consid
eration of the Revaluation Act was tak
ing place-the Act of 1925? 

A. I was. While Mr. Neff was Gov-· 
ernor, we were np, I believe, along that 
line in the called session; Mr. Neff 
didn't want to submit the matter of the 
land-there were two other parties there 
with bills that were altogether different-

Q. Well, were you here in 1925? 
A. I was. 
Q. Why were you here and what were 

you doing, if anything, with regard t<> 
this proposed legislation? 

A. Mr. Hunter came to me, came 
down w_ith the others, wanted me to come 
down with him and others that were 
coming. Just at that particular time 
I couldn't leave. He came back imme
diately and said he was afraid if I 
didn't come down here and help them 
out they might not get the bill through. 

Q. Well, you did come? 
A. I came at once. 
Q. And you did what you could to 

encourage the passage of that bill, did 
you? 

A. I did everything that I could. 
Q. Now, did you hear the discussion 

in the committees or on the floor of the 
House or Senate, by the proponents of 
that. measure, as to what its purpose 
was-that is to say, was its purpose t<> 
raise or lower the value of those lands? 
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A. The purpose was to get n fair 
valuation upon the lands out there. A 
great deal of that land had been hid in 
too high for ranches, or anything else, 
many people had bid on the lands, not 
knowing anything about the country out 
there, who had hc•n in the Panhandle 
country, and not knowing that it wa~ 
altogether different; they were putting 
the land too high. 

Q. \\"ell. to get at it in a shorter way, 
if I may, I will ask you if it is not 
true that the i.:c>neral di•<·ussion was that 
the land had been sold too high and the 
people were unable to pay the interest 
on it, and the purpose of this act, in 
most in~tances, was to rause a lower 
value to be placed on it! 

A. That is true. 
Q. Now, when those hard time• 

came---we have a large number of 
ranehmen here, that is, men who own 
and occupy large h!Jldings of land, the 
same hard times that hit the big man 
at that time also affected the small 
stockmen, and they went broke just the 
same as the big ones did! 

A. They did. 
Q. That is all. 
Mr. Allen: The brother can go. We 

are through. 
( \Vitness excused.) 
!>Ir. Moore of Houston: Mr. Chair

man. 
The Speaker: The gentlema.n from 

Houston. 
Mr. Moore: I mo\"e that the Commit

tee rise. report progress and ask leave of 
the House to "it again at 2 o'clock to
morrow. 

(The motion prevailed, and the Com
mittee adjourned until 2 o'clock p. m. 
Thursday, June 20, 1929.) 

THURSDAY, .JUNE 20, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met, 
pursuant to adjournment. at 3 o'clock 
p. m. Thursday, .June 20, 1929. where
upon the following proceedings wen• 
had: 

The Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order. Mr. Moses, who is your first 
witness? 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Kilgore. We have 
sent for him. 

Dixie Kilgore, a witness in hehalf of 
the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by tbe Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. State your name. 

A. Dixie Kilgore. 
Q. Where do you live! 
A. Lamesa. 
Q. Lamesa is the county seat of 

Dawson county! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long ha\"e you resided in 

that county! 
A. Twenty-one years. 
Q. What official business, if any, do 

you hold! 
A. County judge. 
Q. Have you held any offices in 

Dawson county or elsewhere in Texas? 
A. County clerk of that county eight 

years, and cashier of the First State 
Bank. 

Q. When you first went to Dawson 
county, was that a farming or stock 
raising county T 

A. Stock raising county. 
Q. Is stock raising still indulged in 

in some portions of that county! 
A. Yee, sir. 
Q. Were you familiar with the cattle 

industry in those counties, say from 
January I, 1921, up to December 31, 
192.5? 

A. Yee, sir. 
Q. What was the financial condition 

generally of the cattlemen in your sec· 
Liou during those years T 

A. Just as bad.as it could be. 
Q. When that Reappraisal Act of 

1925 was enacted, did any of the laud 
owners in your county take advantage 
of the provisions of that act 1 

A. One tract. 
Q. Your county is located, is it not, 

on the east of Gaines county! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And reasonably close to Andrews 

county? 
A. The corner overlaps Andrews 

county. 
Q. Yoakum county lies north of 

Gaines C'onnty on the New Mexico line, 
does it not? 

A. It does. 
(,>. I will ask you to state if you 

know whether the land owners in those 
C'ounties, Andrews, Gaines and Yoakum, 
took adrnntage of the provisions of the 
Ad of 192.5! 

A. I was told they did; I don't know. 
Q. Are you acquainted with J. T. 

Robison! 
A. I am. 
Q. How long have you known him 1 
A. Fourteen years. 
Q. Were you county and district 

clerk of Dawson county! 
A. I was. 
Q. As county and district clerk of 

Dawson county, and since you have been 
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county judge, have you had occasion to 
have much or little business wi•th the 
General Land Office! 

A. I had a great deal of business 
when I was county and district clerk 
with the General Land Office. 

Q. Was that during tbe time Mr. 
Robison was either Commissioner or 
chief clerk? 

A. He was Commissioner all the 
time. 

Q. I assume you are well acquainted 
with the people in the county that 
elected you to office so many years! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: Cross-examine. 
Mr. Allen: That is all. 

B. B. Curry, a witness in behalf of 
the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. Your name .is B. B. Curry? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived in 

Gaines county? 
A. Twenty-three years. _ 
Q. What is your present business or 

occupation? 
A. I am engaged in the banking 

business and cattle business. 
Q. Did you ever hold any official 

position in Gaines county? 
A. I was county clerk of Gaines 

county for ten years, 1910 to 1920. 
Q. During the time you were county 

and district clerk, and since you ha,·e 
~een in the banking business, have you 
had much or little business with the 
General Land Office? 

A. A very great lot of business. 
Q. I assume that you are well ac

quainted with Mr. J. T. Robison, the 
Land Commissioner? 

A. I have known him for eighteen 
years; very well acquainted with him. 

Q. It has been testified to, Mr. 
Curry, that the cattle business between 
January l, 1921, and December 31, 
1925, was very hazardous, and an over
whelming percentage of •the cattlemen 
were facing bankruptcy. Is that true? 

A. Practically all of them were fac
ing bankruptcy between 1920 and 1925, 
during the dry period. 

Q. After the Reappraisement Act of 
1925 was passed, did any of the land 
owners in your county take advantage 
of the provisions of that act? 

A. Yes, sir, quite a few. 
Q. Could you tell us approximately 

how many sections of land were reap
praised, that is, how many, more or 
less? 

A. Well, I couldn't tell you the exact 
number. It was a small amount com
pared to those lands in the trans-Pecos 
country, but I expect twenty or thirty 
sections would catch all that was reap
praised in Gaines county. 

Q. Do you know whether or not anv 
citizens of Andrews county on the south 
and Yoakum county on the north took 
advantage of the p1:ovisions of that act? 

A. Yes, sir, quite a number, in both 
counties. 

Q. Now, were those men taking ad
vantage of the provisions of that act, 
were all those large land owners, or 
were many of them small land owners? 

A. Most of them were small land 
owners in those counties. You see, Yoa
kum county and Anarews county are not 
held in large tracts like they are across 
the Pecos river. Those people under
took to try to farm, a lot of them, on 
smaller tracts. 

Q. They farmed, and raised stock on 
the side, most of them, did they not? 

A. Yes, sir; .that is it, exactly. 
Q. Did you personally have any 

lands reappraised? 
A. No, sir, I did not. 
Q. Have you any personal knowledge 

of whether or not any of the refund 
checks sent out by Commissioner Robi
son after September I, 1928, were re
turned to Mr. Robison as a gift or 
gratuity? 

A. No, sir, I don't have any personal 
knowledge of any of those facts. 

Mr. Moses: That is all. 
Mr. Allen: Tl1at is all. 
Mr. Moses: A matter I overlooked. 
Q. Mr. Curry, about how many sec-

tions do you think were reappraised in 
Gaines county under the Act of 1925? 

A. Probably twenty or thirty sec
tions. I don't know the exact number. 

Q. Do you know whether or not, in 
reappraising those lands, whether the 
values of any of those sections were 
raised? 

A. Yes, sir; I know at least two 
sections had the price raised. 

Q. Do you remember how much the 
increase was on those two sections? 

A. This land originally had been 
purchased at $1.50 per acre and they 
were raised to $2 per acre under the 
reappraisement. 

Mr. Moses: That is all. 
Mr. Allen: That is all. 

Joe G. Montague, a witness in behalf 
of the respondent, .having been duly 
sworn by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, testified as follows: 
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(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. State your full name. 
A. Joe G. :Montague. 
Q. Where do vou live? 
A. Fort Sto~kton, Pceos county, 

Texas. 
Q. How Jong have you rl'sided at 

Fort Stockton? 
A. About six and a half yean•. 
Q. \Vhere did you Ii \'C pre\' ions to 

moving to Fort St;JC'kton 1 
A. I haYe lh·ed all my life in Ban· 

dera and Prc·os eountil's. ' 
Q. You were born in Bandera 

county? 
A. ·Yes, sir. 
Q. \Vhat is your business or occu· 

pation? 
A. Land lawyer. 
Q. Are you also engaged in agri

culture 1 
A. Yes. eir; farming and ranching, 

both. 
Q. Did you ever ·hold any public 

position, Mr. :\Iontagne? 
A. Yes, sir; I have been <"aunty at· 

torney of Pecos county for a couple of 
years. and then district attorney for 
the Eighty-third Judicial District, 192;,, 
1926 and 1927. I resigned in the sum
mer of 1928. 

Q. Will you please name the coun
ties that constitute that district? 

A. Jeff Davis, Presidio. Brewster. 
Pecos, Upton, Heagan, Crockett and 
Sutton. 

Q. Are you well acquainted with the 
people of that judicial district? 

A. I think I know practically every 
man in those eight counties. 

Q. With the exception of some irri· 
gated farms on the Pecos Hiver, what is 
the principal ayocation of the citizens 
of those counties? 

A. Hanching. 
Q. You have beard, have you not, 

the testimony as to the deplorable finan
cial rondition of the cattlemen hy reason 
of the drouth and deflation in prices in 
that section of the country testified to 
by other citizens living out there? 

A. Yes, sir, I have heard that. 
Q. Do you concur in the testimony 

that they have gh·en about that situa· 
tion? 

A. In every detail. I know those 
facts that hav~ been testified about rela· 
tive to the deplorable conditions that 
existed from the time of the war on to 
the last year in the ranching country 
are very true. 

Q. \Vere you familiar with the 
financial condition of the land owners 
in that section of the State in the early 

part of 1925 and for several years prior 
thereto 1 

A. Yes, sir; I was familiar with that 
condition at that time. 

Q. What was the situation in that 
respect, that is to say, those who were 
owning school land a;1d on which there 
had heen paid only a small portion of 
the principal r 

A. In the eight counties that I rep· 
resented at that time as district attor
ney I think I can safely say that with 
the exception of a few of the sheepmen, 
and including all the cattlemen, they 
were practically all hroke. and at that 
time St. Louis. East St. Louis and Kan· 
sas City Stockmen's Association took a 
very large percentage of the cattle in 
West Texas. 

Q. To be more accurate, that was 
the National Stockyards Loan Com· 
pany1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The Drm·ers' National Bank, 

Drovers' Land Bank at Kansas City, 
and the Interstate National Bank and 
its loan <"ompany 1 

A. Yt•s, sir. Those were concerns 
that took over a great many of the 
cattle of West Texas about 1925. 

Q. Mr. Montague, as a citizen of that 
county and familiar with those condi
tions, do you know, previous to the en· 
actment of the Act of 1925, what steps 
were taken, what was done with regard 
to attempting to secure the passage of 
what is known as the Revaluation Act 
of 192.i? 

A. Yes, sir. I personally took quite 
a bit of interest in the passage of that 
act, and I know that prior to the meet
ing of the Legislature at the time that 
act was passed a good deal of talk went 
on in \Vest Texas, with a meeting occa
sionally at different places for the pur
pose of bringing the situation to the at
tention of the Legislature, and as a 
result of that I came down here to 
Au•tin nt the time the Legislature met. 

Q. Now, Mr. Montague. you are fa
miliar with the rules of evidence. Will 
you state, as concisely as possible, but 
fully, what was done here in Austin, 
what discussions were had before the 
Land Committees of the House and the 
Senate, and discussions upon the fl.oar 
of the Senate, with regard to the pas
sage of that act, and the purposes 
sought to he attained? 

Mr. Allen: .Just one moment, please. 
Mr. Chairman and Judge Sinks, those 
things ha\·e been gone into to some ex
tent with previous witnesses, hut we 
have never seen the pertinency or rele
vancy of that character of testimony. 
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He wants to know everything that was 
done and everything that was said. We 
are investigating the Land Commis
sioner. Now tl1ey are just going into 
an i.mnibus discussion of what took 
place before the Senate committee and 
Lefore the Senate in the passage of the 
Revaluatio'1 Act. and we think it is a 
waste of time. It cannot possibly have 
anything to do with this investigation, 
and for that reason it is irrelevant and 
inadmissible. I make tbe objection to 
it at this time more in the economy of 
time. It cannot subserve any good pur
pose, and could only muddy the waters, 
and for that reason we object to it. 

Mr. Moses: The House, by a decisive 
vote, said they wanted to know the 
facts. 

,Judge Sinks: The idea is to lead up 
to what you proved before, the proof 
that you had that it was to relieve 
conditions? 

Jllfr . .Moses: And. reduce values. 
Judge Sinks: Suppose you just ask 

that. 
Mr. Moses: Now, Your Honor, we 

don't want w be cut off from legitimate 
proof. 

Judge Sinks: Go ahead. 
Q. Bearing in mind the admonition, 

Mr. Montague, given counsel, and the 
objection made by counsel on the other 
side of the table, state as fully, but as 
concisely "~ you can, these matters that 
l have ask•d you about? 

A. "\ l the time I came to Austin for 
the purpose of bringing t<: the Legisla
ture the conditions that e'\:isted in West 
Texas, there came at that same time 
Jurlge Hunter of Van Born, Judge How
ell Johnson of Pecos. 

Q. Howell Johnson was county judge 
for many, many yea.rs of Pecos county? 

A. Yes, sir. And Judge Ben Reyn
olds of Reeves county, and several 
others whose names I do not now recall. 
At the time we arrived here some mem
ber of tl:e Legislature, whose name I do 
not now recall, had drawn a bill to try 
to meet the situation and give the re
lief t.hat was later accomplished by the 
Reap1mtisement Act. This bill was 
taken up by a subcommittee here in the 
Legislature. The bill as drawn-I think 
I raised the question myself-didn't 
meet the re<1uirements of Judge Phil 
li11s' opinion that was written on the 
Reappraisement Act of 1913. This bill 
as it was drawn provided alone for the 
reduction of values on that land. As I 
understood Judge Phillips' opinion on 
this matter in the Green case, which was 
a case decided under the Reappraise
ment Act of 1913, it was necessary, in 

order to be constitutional, for that law 
to provide that the Land Commissioner, 
or whoever appraised the land, should 
have the power to lower or raise lands. 

Q. Did you make that contention to 
the author of the bill or to some mem
ber of the Legislature or Land Com
mittee? 

A. I made it before the committee, 
~he subcommittee that bad been ap
pointed to review this situation. Mr. 
Robison also, when he was called before 
the committee, r,1iscd the same objec
tion. As a result of that, the first hear
ing we liad before the subcommittee we 
asked that a bill be drawn that would 
meet these objections. The next morn
ing Judge Hunter and I met with the 
Land Commissioner in his office, and 
there might have been two or three 
others there; I do not remember now. 
But we discussed the bill '1ite at length. 
.As a result, some of us made notes of 
what we thought should be in it and 
turned them in to Mr. Robison, and he 
said he would have the bill typed for 
us. There were certain features of the 
bill that Mr. Robison objected to. 

The 1913 law we were all familiar 
with. Of course, I was not practicing 
law. I was not old enough at that time 
to get the Act of 1913. A committee 
had been appointed under that law to 
reappraise this land. This committee 
came out there and their work didn't 
meet the purpose of the law at all. In 
fact, no relief in many instances wa,s 
bad, and in many instances the exact 
opposite effect was had. I have in mind 
now particular lands that were raised 
under the appraisement of 1913, and 
then a year after the appraisement 
the land owners went broke and the 
land went back to the State and was 
never paid for. 

We had those things in mind, and 
when we were discussing the features of 
this law we knew that Mr. Robison was 
familiar with the earning power of that 
land and we urged him to be the only 
appraiser. Mr. Robison didn't want to 
do that. He rather insisted that there 
be two or three appraisers appointed, 
and that he be not one of them. He 
finally yielded to us and we got the 
bi!l typed, and it was typed that way. 

There was another feature of the 
bill, and I don't think Mr. Robison ex
pressed himself on this, but some of the 
committee insisted that the land owners 
should pay the expenses of reappraise· 
ment. We felt that under the conditions 
that existed at that time that the State 
should pay for that. But he yielded on 
that also, and we wrote into the bill a 
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provision that the one cent an acre 
should be paid by the land owners to 
obtain the reappraisement. 

Q. Where did the suggestion come 
from that the land owners should pay 
the costs of that reappraisal, from the 
Commissioner of the GPneral Land Office 
or from a member of the rommittee? 

A. Front 1-\0llW n11.:•1nher of the eom
mittee. 

Q. And then the Ad of 192:; was 
subsequently enarted? 

A. Yes, •ir; it berame the law. 
Q. 'Vere there any discussions in 

the Land Committees or on the floor of 
i!ither of the bodies as to the purpose 
of the art being for the relief of those 
eitizens owning this land, with the idea 
in view that the value would be lowered 
and derreased? 

A. Yes, sir. At that time we raised 
thP qurstion ·before the rommittce and 
brought the Green case in before the 
c·ommitte1•. I rememlJPr di•tinr·tly that 
one member of the c·ommittee mn<ie this 
remark. He says: "\Veil. it is our pur· 
pose to lower those values in West 
Texas. \V'hy say anything ahout giving 
him the power to inrrease prices on the 
land!" But after we discussed the 
Green case and the Phillips opinion the 
committee thought thnt wa~ nel'Pssary 
in order to have a constitutional bill. 

Q. Mr. Montague, were you here at 
the Special Session of the Legislature in 
1926 when that act was amended in so 
far as it related to the one-cent-an· 
acre? 

A. Yes, sir. It was amended in that 
feature and in one or two other minor 
features. 

Q. Do yon recall, now, where the 
suggestion rame from that was adopted 
hy the Legislature to the effect that 
the residue of this fund would be re
mitted to those who paid it in, and not 
be paid into the State Treasury 1 

A. I am not rertain where that sug· 
gestion rame from, but I think it was 
some man from \Vest Texas, but I do 
not reme'lllber who it was. 

Q. Are you arquainted with .J. D. 
,Jackson of Alpine? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You know him well? 
A. Very intimately. yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon recall, now, whether Mr. 

Jackson was here in Austin during that 
Special SesAion of the Legislature at 
anv time? 

A. I think he was. yes, sir. I won't 
say that he made the· suggestion, but 
somebody from out there who was here 
at that time did make the suggestion. 

Q. On any occasion, in any of the 

conferences you had, either with the 
Land Commissioner or where he was 
present, did you ever hear a suggestion 
come from him that the law should be 
changed in that particular! 

A. No, sir, I didn't hear any sug· 
ge8tion from him. 

Mr. Moses: Cross-examine. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. You spoke of everybody in that 

country being broke. How does it hap· 
pen that all of the witnesses who come 
here are great land holders, cattle rais· 
ers and bankers 1 Up in my country 
we are all poor, but all of you appear 
to be bankers and cattle owners! 

Mr. Moses: We think that question 
is improper and that it ought not to be 
made a matter of jest. 

A. I wou Id like to say our banks up 
there have a little more confidence in 
us and give us a little more credit. 

Q. You are one of the cattle raisers, 
as well as a lawyer and a judge? 

A. To a small extent. 
Mr. Allen: That is all. 

J. D. Jackson, a witness in behalf of 
the proponent, having been duly sworn 
hy the Speaker of the House of Repre· 
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Moses): 
Q. What is vour name! 
A. J. D. ,Ja~kson. 
Q. You Jiye at Alpine, do you not, 

Mr. Jackson? 
A. Yes, sir, Brewster county. 
Q. How long have you lived in that 

section of the State? 
A. Forty-four years. 
Q. And what is your business now, 

and what has been your business for 
that period of time? 

A. Cattle business all the time. 
Q. Where are your ranches situated 

with reference to the town of Alpine! 
A. They are east and south, and 

some north. 
Q. Without going into details, Mr. 

.Jackson. of the matter, you have heard 
the testimony, have you not, of a great 
many witnesses as to the deplorable 
condition of the cattlemen during the 
years 1921 to 1925, inclusive; you heard 
that testimony? 

A. Yes, sir, I have heard some of it. 
Q. Briefly, what was the condition of 

the cattlemen during those years! 
Mr. Allen: That has been gone over 

with many witnesses. I have never seen 
any competency or relevanry whatever 
as to the condition of the cattlemen 



ROUS~ JOURNAL. 277 

during those years. The cattle were not 
revalued under this act. They had no 
coni1ection with this act, directly or in
directly, and in economy of time I am 
going to object now to going over and 
over that matter with witness after wit
ness, and I will begin with this one. It 
has no relevancy whatever that I can 
see. 

Mr. Moses: Your Honor. counsel has, 
we think, adroitly drawn from a number 
of witnesses, and later will from thi~ 
one, that when tl1e lands were reap
praised the values we1·e lowered; and 
the proof will show that this man, J. D. 
JHckson, was one of those who made a 
gift to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. Now, the inference is, of 
course, perfectly plain, in propounding 
the questions that counsel for Dallas 
hus done, that there was something 
shady about it; that it was a reward 
for 11im doing something or other that 
the Commissioner ought not to have 
dClne. Counsel says that they didn't 
h11.ve. any reappraisal of the cattle. That 
i~ true. But every man with sense 
enougl1 to rake live embers off of his 
head knows that if that is the principal 
business of the country, when that com
u,odity fails the values of the land go 
down. It is the general proposition. I 
am uot responsible for this investigation 
starting. We want to go to the bottom 
of it. We want to make it perfectly 
plain, the condition of the people, the 
purjlose of the Legislature as expressed 
by the members voting upon it in com
mittee and upon the floor of the House. 
It was a relief bill to lowe1· values. 

Now, if those values were lowered, 
and l:hat is the intent of the. Legisla
ture as expressed in the law, no reftec
iion, then, could properly be had upon 
the Land Cmnmissioner in lowering 
those values, unless some specific proof 
would justify condemnation. And then, 
upon the question of those gifts, of 
course, there will be a different stand 
all the way through between counsel for 
the respondent and the gentlemen who 
will prosecute this man later on as to 
whether or not these moneys were public 
funds or private funds. If private 
funds, they would have the right to do 
with them just as they pleased, and it 
would be a matter of propriety, and not 
a crime. We are not trying to kill 
time. We are not trying to delay this 
proceeding. The Speaker of this House 
and Your Honor will note, and the rec
ord will show, that we have asked for 
no delay from the time this resolution 
was adopted; and we would like to go 
along in our own way introducing the 

proof that we sincerely believe is not 
only admissible, hut is highly relevant 
in determining the motive of the Land 
Commissioner in receiving those gifts 
and in the acceptance of those gratui
ties. 

Judge Sinks: Overrnle the objec
tion, and let you go ahead. 

Q. Judge Sinks has held that you' 
may answer that question. Make it as 
brief as you can, consistent with pres
entation of the facts. 

A. From 1921 to 1926 the cattle 
business, from drouth and other causes, 
had gone down over fifty per cent and a 
majority of the cattlemen were broke 
in western Texas, and we eouldn't pay 
the interest on our land, much less pay 
for it. 

Q. Mr. Johnson, tell us approxi-
mately the amount of money that you 
owed on the land of your firm at the 
time of the passage of this relief act, 
could you do that 1 

A. Yes, sir; something near $200,000. 
Q. Did you have a mortgage on your 

cattle? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To what extent were your cattle 

mortgaged? 
A. Something like $400,000. 
Q. Is your firm Jackson & Harmon? 
A. Yes, sir. I have individual land 

myself. 
Q. You are in partnership with Mr. 

Harmon, and then you also have an 
individual ranch ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Approximately how many sections 

of the Jackson & Harmon lands were 
revalued? 

A. Twenty-one thousand, seven hun
dred and eighty acres, Jackson & Har
mon, and J. D. Jackson, 21,780 acres. 

Q. That was on your partnership 
land and your individual land 1 

A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wliich was the larger number of 

acres, partnership land or individual 
land? 

A. Partnership land. 
Q. If you can from memory, state 

what valuation was placed upon those 
lands by Commissioner Robison. 

A. Well. the valuation ran from tw<> 
to three dollars per acre, and $3.50, some 
of them. 

Q. Did the Land Commissioner make· 
a personal inspection of· those lands? 

A. He did. 
Q. Give us, if you can, the date, or 

between what times this reappraisal 
occurred 1 

A. Well, from March to April, be-
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tween March and April, in the dates 
between March and April. 

Q. Since you have been here in Aus
tin, have y~u investigated the records 
of the Land Office to ascertain defi
nitely those dates? 

A. Yes, sir. There were three dif
ferent appraiscmcnts, though. i,; the 
reason I set them that far apart. 

Q. But it o<·<'urred <luring the months 
of :'.larch and April, 1926? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now. do you remember about what 

time you made application to the Land 
Conuni:-.8i01wr to reappraise those lands 
and paid in the one-cent-an-acre 1 

A. I do not. hut I think it was about 
two months or tluee months before it 
was renpprai~ed. 

Q. Did you i·eceive later a check from 
the Commi"'ioner of the residue or re
mainder of this reappraisal fund which 
was in part 1iro,·ided hy you? 

A. Yes. sir. I did. , 
Q. About what time was it you re

ceh·ed the che<'k for your portion? 
A. \\'ell, I couldn't say that. It was 

something like eight months or a year 
after it was reappraised. A good long 
while. 

Q. Do you or not know, l\fr .. Jack
son, that none of those checks were is· 
sued until after September l, l!l2R, re
fund checks? 

A. Well, I 1lidn't re<•eh·e mine until 
after that. 

Q. About what time did you receh·e 
your check 1 
. A. Well-

Q. Aren't you mistaken about it be· 
ing eight or tl•n inonths after the reap· 
praisal, and wasn't it in the fall of 192H, 
last fall? 

A. Yes, it was in l!l2H. 
Q. What did yon do with ~·our check? 
A. I endms,•d it and sent it back to 

).Ir. Robison. with in:-.iruetions to k~ep 
it for hi~ ow11 benefit. 

Q. Did yon make any secret of that 
fact, Mr. Jackson? 

A. ~o. ~ir. 
Q. Diel you talk with other la111\ own

ero in YoUI: section of the State with re
gard t~ the propriety of returning those 
cherks. endorsing those che<·ks and giv
ing them to the Land Commi,sioner? 

i\lr. Alle11: We object to any conver· 
sation' he had with people in his section 
as lo the propriety of anything, because 
that would throw no light on this hear
ing. They are wanting to go into a 
hearsay matter pure and simple, and we 
objeet to it for that reason. 

Mr. Mose': \Ve want to show that it 

was a matter of common knowledge that 
these gratuities and gifts were being 
made. 

i\lr. Allen: We admit that it was 
1lone. and that it is a matter of common 
knowledge now through the State of 
Texas about those gifts and gratuities. 

l\lr. Moses: Will counsel admit that 
it wao a matter of common knowledge 
in the fall of 1921', when it was done 1 

i\lr. Allen: No, it couldn't have been. 
l\lr. Moses: We think we are entitled 

lo prove it. 
:\Ir. Allen: It is not admissible in any 

court in the world under the rules of 
evidence. 

Judge Sink;;: What he just wants to 
ask is if he talked to other people, 
just like they went into with a number 
of other witnesses. 

::\Ir. Allen: They went into that, but 
it is hearsay. 

Mr. Moses: \Ve want to prove what 
this witness here did in that respect. 

.Judge Sink>': Go ahead and ask what 
other people did that he knew about. 

Q. Go ahead, Mr. Jackson. 
A. Yes. I talked to a great many 

people. ancl I told them what I had done 
and asked them to do the same thing. 

Q. litate whether or not others did 
transmit their checks, either through 
yon or some other agency, to the Land 
Commissioner·~ 

A. \Veil, I have seen some of the 
checks that were returned, but not all 
of them. 

Q. Now. to get at it in a shorthand 
wav. I will ask you if it was not true 
that in that section of the State where 
your neighbors live, and where these 
r-hecks were received, if it was not a 
matter of <·ommon knowledge that these 
c·herks were being endorsed to J. T. Robi
son for his own use and benefit 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you make any other present 

or gift to the Land Commissioner! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was it, and when did it 

occur? 
A. I sent him about $245 somewhere 

in between December 1 and January 1. 
Q. What year? 
A. 1926 and 1927. 
Q. You mean between December, 

192G. and January, 1927 ·1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. \Yhat did you do that for; why 

did you send it! 
A. I sent it because I knew he needed 

it. I knew that he was in bad shape 
tinandally and was sick, and had lost a 
daughter, and that it was due him for 
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the people to help him, as his salary 
was small and the Legislature couldn't 
act on raising his salary until it was 
put before the people. 

Q. Now, at the time you sent this 
$245, to make it plain, had all this land 
been reappraised and the value fixed by 
the Land Commissioner? 

A. Yes, sir; nearly a year had 
elapsed. 

Q. Do you know the circumstance, 
while Mr. Robison was out in the field 
appraising this land, of the sudden death 
of one of his daughters here in Austin? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You learned, also, the fact that 

he had a very serious operation at San 
Antonio, did you not 1 

A. Yes, sir; I knew all about it. He 
started in first, was taken at Del Rio; 
that is, they tried to do something with 
him out there, and they had no hos
pital, and 11e was removed to San An
tonio, and there had an operation. 

Q. Now, do you know of any other 
person than yourself who sent Mr. Robi
son, or contributed any money to Mr. 
Robison, other than their checks for the 
refund; and if so, state who they were 1 

A. Well, Mr. Bogle, Mr. Hendrix, 
Light and Jones, and Lee Bivins. 

Q. Lee Bivins; he Jived at Amarillo? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mr. 

Bivins took advanatge of this act and 
had any of his own land reappraised 1 

A. I don't think so. I am pretty 
sure he did not. 

Q. So if that was true, any contri
bution Mr. Bivins made was not occa
sioned as a reward for reappraisal of 
any of his land 1 

A. No. 
Q. Now, any of those parties whose 

names you have called, I will ask you 
if it is true, these parties who made 
donations to Commissioner Robbins, I 
will ask you if it is not true that all of 
their lands had previously been ap
praised and the values fixed before those 
gifts were made 1 

A. Yes, sir. These gifts I know 
about were made after March, 1927. 

Q. Do you recall where the conven
tion of the Texas and Southwestern Cat
tle Raisers' Association met in 1927? 

A. At El Paso. 
Q. State whether or not it is true 

that the conversations you had with 
regard to the matter of helping Mr. 
Robison out financially, if a lot of that 
didn't occur in El Paso during that con
vention with the cattlemen who were 
there assembled 1 

A. Yes, sir. I will state that I so
licited these funds for Mr. Robison at 
that time. 

Q. In soliciting those funds, were 
you doing that of your own initiative, or 
was it in response to a suggestion made 
by Commissioner Robison 1 

A. It was my own initiative alto
gether. Mr. Robison knew nothing 
about it, and had said nothing about it. 

Q. Have you a letter from Commis
sioner Robison with regard to the matter 
of any donations made to him by you 
written at that time 1 

A. No, sir; I didn't receive any let
ter from him. 

Q. Did you transmit this money that 
you gave him through the mail, or did 
you deliver it to him in person 1 

A. I delivered most of it to him in 
person. He was there at the time. 

Q. In El Paso during that conven
tion? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was that money in checks, or 

was it in cash ? 
A. It was in checks. 
Q. Was there any effort made by you 

or any of the other contributors to keep 
that secret from the public 1 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Mr. Jackson, it has been testified 

to by several people that during the ses
sion of the Legislature that enacted this 
relief act in 1925 that the general dis
cussion was that the purpose of the act 
was to help that situation and lower the 
,-alues on the school land. Is that true? 

A. Yes, sir, that was our under
standing. 

Q. Well, did you hear such discus
sions as that in the committee rooms, 
upon the floor of either of the legislative 
bodies, or in connection with the passage 
of this act 1 

A. I don't remember that I was ever 
in a committee ou this, or heard it dis
cussed on the floor, but it was discussed 
among the people of "'est Texas and, of 
course, that is what we expected. It 
would not have been a relief act• if it 
had not been. 

Q. Were you in Austin during the 
Special Session of the Legislature in 
1926 when the relief act was changed, 
providing that the residue of the fund, 
after the reappraisement had all taken 
place, should be returned to the contribu
tors of that fund, the land owners, and 
not paid into the State Treasury; were 
vou here? 
· A. Yes, sir. I received a message 
from Mr. Hunter, and also one from 
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Senator Berkley, to come to Austin at 
once. 

Q. Senator Berkley is now, and was 
then, your Senator? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Representing the district running 

from El Paso to Del Rio! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that true? 
A. Yes, sir. I was advised to go 

before Mrs. Ferguson and got this amend· 
ment to the act submitted to the Spe
cial Session of the Legislature. 

Q. That is, the amendment changing 
the place of payment of the residue of 
this fund 1 

A. Changing the-
Q. In other words, instead of pay

ing it into the. State Treasury, it would 
he paid to the land owner who had 
originally contributed? 

A. Yes, paid back to the land own
ers, the onrplus of the one-cent-per-

Q Did you go to see the then Gov
ernor of Texas with regard to this 
matter! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who went with you. if anyone! 
A. No one went with me. I went by 

myself. 
Q. Was J. T. Robison, the Land Com

missioner, there! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you hear any >ng-gestion from 

him. or hear of him making any sug
gestion, to the effect, of :\1r. Robison 
making any suggestion to the effect 
that the law should be changed so that 
the money would be remitted by him to 
the land owner? 

A. No, sir. I never heard :Mr. Robi
son talk about it at all. I asked the 
Governor if she would submit it, and 
they advised me to send my Senator. 
She said she would. and to send my 
Senator down there, and I did. 

Q. Did you communicate that request 
to Senator Berkley? 

A. [ die!. 
Q. And did he go to see Mrs. Fer

guson in regard to it? 
A. He did. 
Q. State if vou know who offered or 

who introduced the amendatorv act? 
A. Well, I am sure Senato; Berkley 

did in the Stnate. 
Q. Do you now recall who introduced 

it in the House, if it was so introduced 
in the House ? 

A. No, sir, I do not. I suppose it 
was Mr. Webb. 

Q. Was .Mr. Henry Webb then the 

Representative, as he is now, of a large 
portion of that country 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Jackson, have you ever held 

any official position in Texas, or politi
cal position? 

A. Yes, I am county chairman now 
of Brewster c·o1rnty. I was at one time 
State Executive Committeeman. 

Q. And that is of the Democratic 
party! 

A. Democratic party. And I hold a 
certificate from Woodrow Wilson com
mending me for what I have done for 
the Democratic party duri11g his admin
istration. 

Q. You are a member of the Texas 
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers' Asso
ciation 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long haYe you been such a 

member? 
A. Thirty years. 
Q. You were president of that asso

ciation? 
A. From 1913 to 1916 I was presi

dent of that a•sociation. 
Q. And as ex-president of the asso

ciation vou are a member of the execu
tive co~mittee 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you a member of it for sev

eral years, before your elevation to the 
pre•idency ! 

A. I haYe been a member of the com
mittee for twenty-nine years. 

Q Were you eYer a member of the 
board haYing to do with the Sul Ross 
Normal School? 

A. I was a member of the Board of 
Regents for a few months, but never 
partiripated in a meeting. I was ap
pointed both by GoYernor Ferguson and 
Governor Moody. 

Q. That school is really your pet 
hobby, is it not, and you had a great. 
deal to do with its organization? 

Mr. Allen: We object. 
:Mr. :Moses: All right. 
Q. :Mr. Jackson, in reappraising your 

land and the land belonging to Jackson 
and Harmon, were the values left sta
tionary, or were they lowered, or were 
they rai•ed, on your own land? 

Mr. Allen: We object. He has been 
all over it, and said they were lowered

Mr. ~loses: No. 
A. They were lowered. 
Q. Do you know of any instance 

where the values were raised! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q What lands were those? 
A. About fifty sections of the Love 

land in Presidio county, 1'. C. Mitchell's 
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land in Presidio county, and S. P. Skin
ner's land in Brewster county. 

Q. Approximately how many sec
tions, more or less, on which the values 
were raised? 

A. Well, on the Love land there was 
fifty sections. 

Q. What was the increase! 
A. Increased from $1.50 to $2 per 

acre, and some went as high as from 
$1.50 to $3 per acre. 

Q. How many sections in all? 
A. I don't know. I didn't figure 

them up. That was the largest number 
that has been raised. 

Mr. Moses: Thank you. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. Now, Mr. Jackson, when the Re

appraisement Act of 1925 was passed by 
this body, you owned how much land in 
the west individually, in Texas? 

A. I can't recall just how much. 
Q. Approximately? 
A. Approximately at that time I 

think it was in the neighborhood of 
80,000 acres. 

Q. Now, was that individual owner
ship? 

A. No, individual and partnership. 
Q. In other words, you and your 

partners collectively owned about 80,000 
acres! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What per cent of that land be

longed to you 1 
A. I think I had at that time about 

10,000 acres individually. 
Q. You mean you owned individually 

I0,000 acres that your partner had no 
interest in 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, individually you owned that 

number of acres that your partner had 
no interest in; and then what interest 
did you own in the other 70,000 acres 
of partnership land 1 

A. Half interest. 
Q. Then you owned a partnership in

terest of about 35,000 acres, and indi
vidual tracts amounting to 10,000 acres, 
making about 45,000 acres of land that 
you owned in Texas 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Under the Reappraisement Act, 

what per cent of that land did you call 
upon the Land Commissioner to reap
praise? 

A. I stated that, 21,780 acres, I 
think. 

Q. To be accurate, you called upon 
him to reappraise 21, 780 acres of land! 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is what the record here 
shows? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 21,780 acres of land? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That you called upon him to reap

praise! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, when the Land Commis

sioner of Texas was called upon by you 
to reappraise your land, you sent along 
one cent per acre, amounting to $217.86, 
as part of the fund to bear the expense 
of reappraisement provided for by the 
1925 Reappraisement Act, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And subsequent to that time-in 

1925, the Land Commissioner reap
praised your land, didn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And under that appraisement, the 

value of your land, as appraised, was 
reduced $25,394, wasn't it, according to 
the books O\"er here in the Land Com
missioner's office! 

A. Probably so. 
Q. Well, approximately you know 

those figures are correct? 
A. Yes, sir. 
:Q. That the reappraisement reduced 

your indebtedness to the State of Texas 
and the School Fund of this State in 
approximately the sum of $25,394? 

A. Yes, mine and the partnership 
land, too. 

Q. Yes. No, I am talking now on 
the 21.786 acres that were reappraised 1 

A. That was partnership land and 
individual, too. 

Q. Well, about how much of that 
10,000 acres was individual? 

A. Well. not much, practically not 
over-

Q. Well, you owned 10,000 acres. 
Now, how much of your individual 
10,000 acres did you have reappraised 1 

A. Oh, probably 5,000 acres, some
thing like that. 

Q. Yes, all right. Then you stated, 
the pro ro.ta part of that-of the re
duction was on the 5,000, and then told 
me the balance of that was a partner
ship-is that right 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. So that more than one-half of the 

total amount would have been 17,500 
some odd, you owned one-half and 5,000 
individually; so you must have saved 
individually possibly twenty thousand 
odd dollars on your individual land. 
That is true, isn't it! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that was done in your be· 

half by Mr. Robison here, the respond-



282 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

ent, in reappra1smg your lands; and 
you believed that was a just reappraise
ment-that is right? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. .And it resulted in saving to you 

on your indebtedness of approximately 
that sum of $20,000? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, it was subsequent to the 

time that Mr. Robison reappraised your 
lands that you made these gifts to him 
-that is true, isn't it? 

A. I{ow is that? 
Q. It was subsequent-you have tes

tified in answer to my friend's question, 
that it was subsequent to the time that 
Mr. Robison, the Land Commissioner, 
made these appraisements, that you 
made these gifts to him-that is right, 
isn't it? 

A. It was afterwards, yes. 
Q. Yes, it was afterwards. And, as 

you have stated, you had benefited from 
those associations, you had been with 
him in the passage of these laws, and 
you felt kindly to him, and he had sick
ness and his family had sickness, and 
you knew he needed money, and you 
sent him money? 

A. I don't think I answered that. I 
had been with him in the passage of 
these laws. 

Q. I mean in consultation with him 
from time to time? 

A. I didn't answer that. 
Q. Well, all right. We will eliminate 

that. It was subsequent to the time the 
lands were reappraised by him in per
son that you made these gifts and do
nations to him, that is true, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, you say that you individ

ually gave him how much money? Was 
the $245 that you gave him an indi
vidual donation? 

A. No, it wasn't; some of that was 
sent me by other parties. ' 

Q. How many of you joined in the 
donation of that $245 gift? 

A. Three that I remember of. 
Q. Three of them? Now, then, at 

the convention in El Paso you say you 
had this matter up with the cattlemen 
there who were likewise benefited in the 
reappraisement, and I understand you 
to say that there you succeeded in rais
ing other moneys that were donated? 

A. I didn't say that the men were 
benefited by it, I said that those-

Q. Well, men whose lands had been 
reappraised, whether they were benefited 
or not? 

A. No, not all of them. 
Q. All right, cattlemen who lived in 

the West? · 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And operated in the West---you 

raised donations to what· extent there 
in EI Paso, in addition, now, to this 
$245, what additional sums were do
nated, do you know? 

A. Well, I couldn't say tba t. 
Q. Kindly approximate it as nearly 

as you can? 
A. Well, I would· think about $500, 

approximately. 
Q. Who delivered that money after 

you succeeded in raising .it, who deliv
ered that money to Mr. Robison? 

A. Well, part of it I delivered to 
him myself; and ·part of it the other 
men. 

Q. All right. As nearly as you can, 
state how much of that did you deliver 
to Mr. Robison in person? 

A. I think about $300. 
Q. Well, you have on two occasions 

delivered him donations of money, one 
time being $245 that you and three 
others contributed, and at another time 
something like $300, that was raised in 
EI Paso and contributed by different 
cattlemen in the West? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that right? In other words, 

you, then, individually, have delivered 
to him, as nearly as you can state, in 
cash, since these reappraisements, you 
have delivered him something in the 
neighborhood of $545 in person? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Yes. Now, at the time Judge 

Hunter raised the sum of $2250 for the 
purpose of paying off a debt on the Land 
Commissioner's home, did you partici
pate ·and lend your aid in that transac
tion? 

Mr. Smith: Just a moment, Judge 
Allen. That was Judge Halley, instead 
of Judge Hunter-just to keep the rec-
ord straight. . 

Mr. Allen: I beg your pardon, I 
meant Judge Halley. 

A. No, I did not. 
Q. You did not assist him in that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you contribute to that fund? 
A. No. 
Q. You did not? Now, the only other 

contribution, then-you did make one 
other contribution to him, didn't you, 
and that was when you received a check 
as rebate on this one cent per acre 
rebate fund? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I•'or your part of the rebate, and 

you delivered that check, or mailed it, 
back to the Co1nmissioner and made him 
a present of that? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. All right. Now, the total amount 
of the check that was coming to you 
would ha\·e been about one·third of 
the-

A. I can give you the exact amount. 
Q. If you will, please? 
A. The Jackson & Harmon check 

was $49.02. 
Q. That was Jackson? 
A. The J. D. Jackson check was $16 

and something. 
Q. The whole thing, then, was in tl1e 

neighborhood of $165, that donation? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that was delivered to him 

by return of a check drawn on this 
Texas Bank & Trust Company, and was 
a check issued by him, and represented 
that amount in cash? 

A. Yes. 
Q. So that, adding the $165 and 

something to the $545 that you had 
previously donated, you in all have 
given to Mr. Robison-you and your 
partner, your firm, somet~ing over $600 
in cash since the reappra1sement of the 
land, that is true, isn't it? 

A. And my friends together, yes, 
sir. 

Q. I mean, you delivered the money 
to him? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I am talking about the money 

that you delivered? 
A. Yes-yes. 
Q. Did you participate in or con

tribute to-did you contribute, I am 
just asking you to ~e s~ire ~bout i~
in your direct exammat1on, m talkmg 
to or answering my friend's question, 
you stated that his salary was small and 
that you knew it could not l!e increased 
until the matter was submitted to the 
people. You knew that the Constitl!tio,n 
of this State fixes th.e salary, d1dn t 
you? 

A. Yes. 
Q. And you knew that at the time 

he was elected and qualified to this 
office, that the sum he was to . re~eive 
for his services as Land Comm1ss10ner 
was fixed by the fundamental law of 
this State, as well as embodied in the 
statutes of this State, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 
Q. At this time you own this land 

you have told us about, you and your 
partner, 10,000 acres individnal!y, 
that you own, and one-half of about 
70,000 more you own at this time? 

A. No, I don't own that much now. 
Q. Well, all right. How mnch do 

.fOU own of that now? You own the 
10,000 acres now, did you say? 

A. Yes. We own about-in all about 
65,000 acres. 

Q. All right. 
A. About 65,000 acres. 
Q.. Ten thousand of which belong to 

you individually? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right? 
A. A little more than that now. 
Q. All right. Then you own a little 

more than 10,000 acres individually? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then you own one-half of the 

other 50,000 , acres. which would be 
35,000 acres interest you have in that 
land, that is true, isn't it? 

A. Yes. 
Q. How many of the land owners or 

the people, the value of whose lands 
under the Reappraisement Act was in
creased, donated their checks-refund 
checks, to the Commissioner, do you 
know? How many that you know of? 

A. Well, all of those I spoke of. 
Q. Well, you haven't named any 

\Vhose values were increased, have you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You 11ave mentioned some of the 

men whose lands were increased. Did 
they all return the checks to him? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They were some of the men you 

were talking about returning checks, is 
that the idea 1 

A. No. I saw the checks in the 
Land Office. 

Q. Yon know that hundreds of let
ters have gone to those land owners 
from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, signed hy him, some as late 
as May 27, 1929, just a few weeks ago, 
in which he used this language--

Senator Price: If the Court please, 
we object to the interrogation of the 
witness about this letter sent out re
cently, because the letter is already in 
the record and speaks for itself, and 
as far as this witness is concerned, it 
is immaterial to ask him about that. 

Mr. Allen: The question goes beyond 
that. I asked him if he did not notice 
the letter mailed out to many of those 
land owners-

Senator Price: That is, Judge Allen, 
irrelevant and immaterial. 

Mr. Allen: We think it is a vital 
matter. 

Senator Price: Because the letter 
itself is already in the record. 

A. I will answer that question; I 
do not know. 

Q. You do not know of your own 
knowledge about that! 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Now, you said at the time you 
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made this donation of $245, you thought 
it was late in 1926, I believe you said 
in December, 1926, didn't you, that you 
made that donation of that $245 Y 

A. Yes, that is to the best of my 
recollection. 

Q. Yes, I am asking you ; and then 
I asked you to fix the time as near as 
you could, and my recollection iR you 
put it about December, 1926? 

A. Yes, sir-March, 1927. 
Q. Now, that spell of sickness that 

the Commissioner had in San Antonio 
was way back there in the summer of 
192.5, wasn't it in the sulnmer of 1925, 
don't you know! Don't you know he 
had that sickness in San Antonio, be
came convalescent, and came home here 
about the middle of October, 1925, went 
on out West again in his car and re
sumed his work of reappraising these 
lands in October, 1925? 

A. Well, I don't remember the date 
he was sick, though. 

Q. All riglit. If he had had his sick
ness and had recovered from that sick
ness, and had resumed his work, and 
had gone on to the West, reappraising 
these lands, according to his own testi
mony, in October of 1926, then it was 
actually over a year after that that you 
donated this $245 to him, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. 
Mr. Moses: I call counsel's attention 

to the fact, which he probably over
looked, that the witness said he had also 
learned of the sudden death of his 
daughter. 

Mr. Allen: Yes. 
heard that. 

heard that-I 

Q. Are there any other officers here 
who have the same pay who have had. 
misfortune, sickness or death in their 
families, to whom you have contributed 
anv fund Y 

Q. Well, did you know that he had 
paid all the costs of that sickness-his 
personal sickness-by checks drawn to 
various parties on this trust fund that 
was in his hands at that time-did you 
know that? 

A. No, I didn't know anything about 
that. 

Q. If he had paid it out of the trust 
fund, then it-

Mr. Moses: We object to that as 
speculative. The witness said he knows 
nothing about it. 

Judge Sinks: I sustain the objection. 
Mr. Allen: That is all, gentlemen. 
(Witness excused.) 

Senator Price: We would like to 
have Dr. Joe Wooten called, if you 
please. 

Mr. Baldwin, of Waco: Mr. Speaker, 
I move you that the Committee rise 
and repo1·t progress and recess until 10 
o'clock Saturday morning. 

Senator Price: Mr. Speaker, will 
Mr. Baldwin yield to a question Y 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
Senator Price: Mr. Baldwin, will 

you withdraw that until we can get 
Dr. Wooten on the stand? It won't 
be very long. and he is a physician. 

Mr. Baldwin: I will be glad to. 
llfr. 1\foses: And. Mr. Speaker, if you 

please, and I will state to Mr. Baldwin, 
we have been having this investigation 
lwre, I don't think I have seen you be
fore during this hearing-we have some 
witnesses here from a great distance, 
one of them is an officer of the court, 
county judge. we would like, if the 
Honse will be generous with us, bear 
with us, to examine these witnesses and 
let them go home. 

Pir. Baldwin's motion did not pre
vail.) 

Mr. Moses: We object to that as ir-
relevant and immaterial to any issue "'hereupon, the i·espondent called Dr. 
in this case at all. .Toe Wooten. who was sworn by the 

Mr. Allen: All right. if you object Speaker, nnd who testified as follows: 
to it we will withdrnw it and go on. Direct Examination. 

Q. Anyway, if he had gotten well in 
October, 1925, and left his home and 
gone back to the West and resumed the 
reapprais<>ment. according to his own 
testimony-then that spell of sickness a 
year and two months before that would 
not have been a moving cause as far 
as concerned at that time the giving of 
this particular $245, would it? 

A. Well, in the way of reimbursing 
him for those expenses that he had had 
in this spell of sickness-we knew he 
had them, and we knew it had cost him 
hundreds of dollars to get out of it. 

(By Senator Price): 
Q. Doctor, state your name, please t 
A. Dr. Joe S. Wooten. 
Q. Where do you Jive, Dr. Vl!'ooten T 
A. Austin, Texas. 
Q. How long have you lived hert• in 

Austin, Doctor? 
A. Since 1876. 
Q. What is your profession or vo

cation? 
A. Physician and surgeon. 
Q. How Jong have you been a physi

cian and surgeon? 
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A. I have been in active practice 
since 1895. 

Q. Have you engaged in the prac
tice here in Austin ever since that time 1 

A. Yes, sir. exclusively. 
Q. Are you a graduate of any medi-

cal school? 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Name the school, Doctor? 
A. I am a graduate of the College 

of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University, New York. 

Q. Now, have you engaged actively 
both in the practice of general medicine 
and also surgery, haven't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The proceedings were here inter

rupted by a messenger from the Sen
ate; and were immediately resumed as 
follows): 

Q. Now, Doctor, do you know the 
Land Commissioner, J. T. Robison! 

A. Yes, sir, quite well. 
Q. How long have you known him! 
A. As far back as I can remember. 
Q. Since you were about six or seven 

years old, haven't you! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you his family physician. 
A. Yes, sir. I inherited Mr. Robi-

son. 
Q. Inherited him from your father? 
A. From my father's practice. yes, 

sir. 
Q. He was a patient of your father 

in his life-time, and then on the death 
of your father, why, he became your 
patient! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You inherited him T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was your father's name, 

Doctor? 
A. Thomas D. Wooten. 
Q. How long had he practiced here 

in Austin 1 
A. He moved here in '76 from Paris, 

Texas. 
Q. And how long did he practice 

here, up until what time! 
A. He died in 1906. 
Q. Have you had occasion at various 

times to attend Mr. Robison in cases 
of sickness 1 

A. Yes, sir, both himself and his 
family and children. 

Q. Doctor, do you recall the time 
that Mr. Robison was operated on, in 
June or July, 1925 ! 

A. Yes, sir, I think it was the lat
ter part of August. I received a long 
distance phone to meet Mr. Robison in 
San .Antonio, that his condition was 
such that he could not be brought to 
Austin. I left Austin about IO o'clock 

at night, and was in consultation with 
Dr. Venable, of San Antonio, until 
about 2 that morning. 

Q. What .time did you get to San 
Antonio? 

A. Along about 2 o'clock. 
Q. In the morning? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, what physicians or sur

geons were there, attending Mr. Robi
son! 

A. Dr. Venable was the consulting 
chief, in charge of the case. 

Q. Was the son of Mr. Robison-
Dr. J. M. Robison-there! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, was there another doctor! 
A. Well, that I can't recall. 
Q. Dr. Cox? 
A. He may have been, but I don't 

recall him. 
Q. Now, Doctor, at that time, was 

Mr. Rohison under your care? 
A. He had been up until the time 

he left here on that trip. 
Q. On what trip 1 
A. A trip somewhere in West Texas. 
Q. I will ask you whether you had 

Mr. Robison at that time on a diet! 
A. Yes, sir. He had chronic stomach 

trouble for years, and was subject to 
attacks that we thought was gall blad
der trouble, and diet was a very im
portant part of his treatment. 

Q. Now, what was the matter, what 
was the trouble with Mr. Robison there 
at Sau Antonio, what condition, I 
mean, did you find? 

A. I found him in a very critical 
condition, so much so that at the time 
we thought it advisable to delay the 
operation, in hopes that he would come 
out of the shock he was in. The diag
nosis was made of chronic gall blad
der trouble in view of his past history; 
the subsequent symptoms getting worse, 
an emergency operation was performed 
later on in the morning, and it turned 
out to be an abscess of the pancreas, 
and not gall bladder. It necessitated 
drainage. 

Q. Now, Doctor, which one of the 
physicians-or, rather, surgeons-actu
ally performed the operation! 

A. Dr. Venable. 
Q. Were you present! 
A. No, sir. I had left, and not 

thinking that they would probably op
erate until later on in the day. But 
his condition grew worse and an im
perative operation was done about 6 
o'clock in the morning. 

Q. And you say the actual operation 
revealed an abscess of the pancreatic 
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glands-or pancn"'"· believe you A. Off and on-off and on up until 
called it? ahout three months ago. I haven't seen 

A. Yes, sir, pancreas. him in the last three or four months. 
Q. And an incision was mad .. and Q. \Yould you say that he is a pa· 

drainaw· tubes i11,ert1•d, WPre tlwy not? til'nt that is pretty hard to control? 
A. Yes, sir. whieh '"'re kept there • A. Y""· sir-even when he is at 

for about twentv-one davs. home. 
Q. How long.""" he ·in tlw hospital Q. \Yell, why is that 'I He is a man 

at San Antonio ·1 rather extraordinary energetic, isn't 
A. \Veil, I can•t sav aeeurately, to h<"! 

the best of my r<'<'ollec-iion, about· four A. That is the trouble, he has got 
weeks. more energy than be has got physical 

<J. Tht>n. wht>n ln• r<'tnrnc>tl to Aus- 8treng-tlt, and ll't~ hi~ husiuess interfere 
tin, tlitl you rout i 1 11Jt> to- with hi~ l1t.•alth. 

A. I took f'har;.:1• of the «ase. Q. How is that. now? 
Q. -to wait on him? A. He has got more energy than he 
A. Yes, sir. has physic-al strength, and lets his per-
Q. Xow. Doctor. 1li1l yon know at sonal business-or public business, inter-

that tinw that ~Ir. Robison had heen fere with his personal health. 
off in \Yest Texas. reappraisin~ these Q. You mean, then. he would let, as 
lands ·1 I understand you, he would let his pub-

A. I didn't kn1111· what lH· was ~one Ii<' duties as a public official interfere 
for, [ knew he wa-< frequently out of with his health? 
the citv, and that [ ha<l a g-rent d,•al A. Yes. sir. neglecting himself on ac-
of trotible getting him to conform to rount of his duties. 
certain rules an<l regulations relative Q. I will ask you, Doctor, if you have 
to his diet. on uc<'otmt of these trips. Her known auv official in the State of 

Q. In other words, these trips, then, Texas that has' been as energetic and as 
were interfering with the treatment you dernted to his duties as Mr. Robison? 
were giving him? Mr. Allen: We object to that. Don't 

A. \"ery seriously so. answer, Doctor. 
Q. Very seriomly so? Why? Judge Freeman: We object to that 
A. Because in traveling he was not as immaterial-comparison with another 

ablt• to curry out any certain diet, he person. 
had to eat whatever he could get. Senator Price: All right. 

A. You were dPmanding that he eat Q. Now, then, Doctor Wooten, it has 
just certain particular foods 1 been part of the testimony that has been 

A. Yes, sir. put in here, suggesting that Commis-
Q. But you km·"-. as a physician, sioner J. T. Robison is addicted to the 

that out in West TexaA there would dope habit. I want to ask you-
come times whe11 hl' C'OUldn't get those l\lr. Allen: ,Just one moment. We 
foods prepared in the way you wanted are not making any such contention as 
them prepan'd? that, and I don't recall that we have. 

A. Yes, sir. You gentlemen had a witness here on 
Q. Now, tht·n. Doctor, with your the witness stand who testified that-I 

knowledge of the liody and the health don't remember who the witness was
and the habits and the nature of l\lr. something about morphine; but we make 
Robison, I want to ask you. in your no such contention as that-haven't done 
opinion, was there any causal <·onnec- it and don't do it now. 
tion betwe<'n thos .. trips that he was Senator Price: \Yell, I know, but it 
making out in \\'est Texas and the fact is in the record there, and we can show 
of his illness-that pancreatic trouble? it to you. 

A. In the fact that he wasn't able l\Ir. ~loses: It is not only in the rec-
to ol"erve any rt•rtain rules of health ord, but it has been circulated all over 
or diet, or care for himsdf, in that this State and among the members of 
wav it rontrihuted to his e,·entual thi• Hou•e. 
sickness. ,Judge Hinks: All right. 

Q. Jn other words. vnu think that Q. Xow, Dr. \Vooten, suppose--
the hard•hip and exposures and kind l\lr. Allen: .Just one moment, Sen· 
of food he was ••ating out there helped ator. I rerall now about that. That 
to bring on that Pritical rondition? crept into this record, ,Judge Sinks, in 

A. Unquestionuhly so. this way: You will recall we offered 
(j. How long, Doctor. did you wait in evidence certain portions of the tes· 

on Mr. Robison aft<•r he returned to timony given by Mr. Robison himself 
Austin! before the Investigating Committee, and 
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we introduced tl1at portion in which he 
went on to say that many years ago he 
had these attacks, and it necessitated 
his using morphine, and that he always 
carried morphine with him in order that 
he might have it in the event one of 
these attacks did come upon him; and 
then in just a few questions later, he 
stated that he hadn't used morphine for 
many years, and we introduced that 
from this record,. and we made no con
tention to the contrary and don't make 
any now-his own testimony, wherein 
he told about the morphine, and stated 
that he used it, but that he had not used 
it for many, many years. Since I have 
made-that clear, how that crept into the 
record, and what he said, just to show 
that he is not adqicted to morphine, we 
will make no further objection to it if 
you will just confine it to that point. 

Senator Price: I understand, Judge, 
but here is the trouble. This is not an 
ordinary case. The fact that Judge .Al
len might here concede something, and 
after the members' minds being poi
soned, does us no. good. 

Mr. .Allen: I am willing for you to 
ask the question. Go ahead and ask the 
question. 

Senator Price: Yes-all right. 
Q. Now, Doctor, you have intimately 

known Commissioner Robison since the 
year 1876, I believe you stated? 

'A. 1895, as a physician. 
Q. I mean as a physician. Now, 

then, what is meant by a person is a 
dope addict? 

A. It means a man who commences 
to use a. narcotic or drug, and whose 
continual use of it leads from day to 
day to increase in larger doses, ulti
mately to his mental and physical break
down. 

Q. Yes? 
A. That he cannot resist the constant 

increasing of the doses, nor can over
come the bad effects upon his mental, 
nervous and physical health. 

Q. Now, then, the fact that a per
son has a physician giving him morphine 
at a time of distress or an acute physi
cal condition, of course, that doesn't 
mean that a person like that is a dope 
addict, does it? 

A. Not in any sense. 
Q. The great majority of adults 

have at some time or other in their lives 
had some opiate or derivative, some 
opiate derivative administered to him 
'by a physician? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Doctor, are there any physi

cal, or, you might say, objective symp-

te>ms that could be seen with the eye 
which reflect the dope addict? 

A. A narcotic addict, yes, sir. 
Q. What are some of those symp

toms? 
A. A high degree of nervousness, 

mental confusion, loss of weight, loss of 
appetite, mental impairment, inability 
to pursue the ordil\ary course of busi
ness duties each day, and, eventually, 
symptoms very ·much like delirium tre
mens, especially strengthened where you 
you cannot get the necessary dose of 
the narcotic. 

Q. As a matter of fact, Doctor, with 
your experience, can't you look at a man 
who is a dope addict and just pick him 
out, like that? 

A. Well, we can strongly suspicion,· 
but we can't do quite that accurate 
diagnosis; but we can strongly suspi
cion, and if we are in any ways con
nected with him at all we can very read
ily determine it. 

Q. Well, then, I will ask you, from 
your knowledge and experience of the 
facts in this matter, your knowledge and 
experience of Mr. Robison, and your ex
perience as a physician, is he or is he 
not addicted to the use of dope of any 
kind? 

A. He has ab'solutely presented none 
of the symptoms of a drug addict. 

Q. And you say that if he were a 
liabitual user of it, why, you would have 
known it as a physician? 

A. My association with him and my 
experience would have led me unques
tionably to determine that he was, but 
there are no symptoms in his case what
soever to make me even suspicious of it. 

Q. Yes, sir. Now, Doctor, I believe 
you stated that you met young Dr. J. 
M. Robison there in San Antonio? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he take any part in the diag

n ~sis of the case? 
A. No, sir. He is a specialist in the 

eye, ear, nose and throat. While he 
l1as been a general practitioner, he didn't 
h;ke any active part in the diagnosis, 
but was interested mainly on the basis 
r;f being his son. 

Q. Doctor, how much money did you 
g~t as a fee for your services, from Mr. 
Robison, when you went to San An-
tonio? ' 

A. Mr. Robison handed me. a check 
for $300 that night. That did not mean 
fhat I charged him $300. He knew that 
he was in debt to me. Not knowing 
how much I would charge for the trip,. 
or how much he owed me, he handed me 
H check for $300. Of that $300, $200 
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was applied to the bill, and I charged 
him $100 for the trip over there. 

Q. I see. Now, Doctor, with refer
ence to this operation for that ahscess
after he got hack to Austin, did you en
deavor to dissuade him from making 
these long trips, and try to keep him 
more or less quiet lll'nding convalescence 
or his recovery? 

A. Yes, sir. For a while I was able 
to keep him off the road. hut it wasn't 
long before he came in from one of tliese 
trips and got in the rondition that be
came more or kss apprehensh·e; and at 
that time I had a series of X-ray pic
tures made of him, for fear some com
plication had arisen; and we came to 
the ronelusion tbat his condition was 
<>ne as the result of miscellaneous and 
irregular habits of life and eating, and 
I put him back on a diet and treatment 
again, and he immediately improved. 
But it has been at least three or four 
months since Mr. Robison has consulted 
me in regard to his condition. 

Q. He has not consulted you in re
gard to his condition for three or four 
months? 

A. Ko, sir. 
Q. To go back a little hit, Dr. 

'Wooten-what effect do you think it 
would have on a man like lllr. Robison. 
in the condition he was, what effect 
would he have hy jolting on•r 72,000 
miles of \Vest Texas country, in. say. a 
1!mall car-Ford car-what effect would 
that likely have on him in bis rondition? 

A. It would be injurious to him. 
Q. And would it have any effert di

rectly on that particular trouble he was 
suffering with? 

A. In a general way. 
Q. It would at least aggraYatc it. 

wouldn't it, Doctor? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I belieYe that is all, Doctor. 

Cross-Exan1ination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. Doctor, I wish to ask you just a 

few questions, please, sir? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tl1e check that was gh·en you, 

that you speak of, by the respondent in 
this rasr, was dated 8-31-1925, drawn 
on the Texas Bank & Trust Company, 
and reads, "Pav to the order of Dr. J. S. 
Wooten, $300.00" in figures, and then 
"Three Hundred Dollars," in letters, 
signed ".J. T. Robison, Special." Kow, 
that is the eheck, dated August :n. 
192:i, that you received at the time you 

. made this trip, and that you have re
ferred to in answer to questions of 
r.ounsel? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yes, sir. That check was received 

by and went-either was presented to 
the bank or went through the usual 
course of deposit and was paid by that 
bank to you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, the check being dated 8-31 

-that is, August 3Jst-1925, would 
that indicate to your mind about when 
he was taken ill, so that counsel and 
the members of the committee will know 
about it 1 

A. \Veil. it was about, my recollec
tion, the last of August, 1925, that I 
was in San Antonio to call on him. 

Q. That is what I say, the last day 
of August? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. K O\V, was he taken sick after

wards or had he taken sick before! 
A. Well, he had taken sick in West 

Texas. I was called to meet him at the 
train. 

Q. They rushed him to San Antonio, 
and you were called there to meet him T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you get this check at San 

Antonio when you were down there? 
A. He handed it to me in person, is 

my recollection. 
Q. Yes, sir. So he was taken sick, 

rushed to San Antonio the latter part 
of August, and you went to San Antonio 
to confer with other doctors about his 
condition? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You got into San Antonio about 

what time! 
.A. About 1 o'clock in the morning. 
Q. How long after you reached Sau 

Antonio was it before you saw him in 
the sanatorium, before you received this 
check? 

A. I think about a couple of hours. 
Q. He gave you this check when you 

got to San Antonio? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was written in his handwrit

ing? 
A. I think so. 
Q. And that check was giYen you 

after 1 o'clock on the night preceding 
the operation at 6 o'clock, and you think 
ahout two hours after you got there, 
which would probably make it about 
half past 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning-

A. That is mv recollection. 
Q. -that lie iave you that check? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Doctor, did you have any lands 

appraised under the Reappraisement Act 
that was passed by the Legislature in 
1925? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you return-did you receive a 
letter from-my recollection of the mat
ter I was going to address you about, 
Doctor, would be addressed to Dr. 
Goodall Wooten, instead of you. 

A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Yes, sir. That is a.II, Doctor. 

Thereupon, the respondellt called John 
M. Henderson, who was sworn by the 
Speaker, and who. te~tified as follows: 

Direct Examination. 

least, I was-rather young, and Mr. 
Robison wasn't old at that time. 

Q. Well, it was after he was twenty
one years of age, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. I think Mr. Robison 
was some twenty-six or seven years of 
age. 

Q. I. will ask you, Mr. Henderson, if 
during that time J. T. Robison took any 
morphine or any other derivative of 
opium? 

A. I am quite certain that he did 
not, sir. 

(By Senator Price): Mr. Allen: Now, just one moment,-
Q. Mr. Henderson, state your name? Q. You were in, then, a position to 
A. My name is J. M. Henderson. know that, if he did? 
Q. Where do you live? Mr. Allen: Pardon me just a 
A. At Daingerfield, in Morris county, moment. Now, Judge Sinks, we are 

Texas. going to object. They have put his 
Q. Is that in Northeast Texas? family physician on the witness stand, 
A. ·Yes, sir; it is. . who has been with him for years, and 
Q. Have you ever held any official they have proved by him affirmatively 

position in this State? and conclusively that J. T. Robison is 
A. I have. not an addict to any opiate, and we 
Q. What offices have you held? make no controversy about it, we 
A. Well, justice of the peace, and hav.en't made any controversy about it 

then State Senator, member of the at any time, and I believe that this is 
House. a waste of time. We just admit right 

Q. You were a member of the House now. that he is not a dope addict; and 
here in 1907? I withdrew my objection. so they could 

A. Yes, sir; Thirtieth Legislature. prove the fact, and they have proven by 
Q. And then you went to the State the witness t:liat he was not an addict, 

Senate what year? and that certainly ought to conclude the 
A. In 1914. matter. 
Q. From what district! Senator Price: If the court please, 
A. From the First District. I served it seems to me it is just a little bit 

part of two terms-I went first to the unusual. Of course, we appreciate the 
Senate at a special election, succeeding privilege of being able to defend in 
Dr. Oliver, who had resigned; and then this case-probably that is an act of 
I was again elected for the long term. exceedingly great generosity; but, at 

Q. You were also a member of the the same time, Judge Allen here might 
Texas Survey Commission, weren't you 1 concede this point, but with the intro

.· A. Yes, sir; I was appointed a mem· duction of that testimony, Judge 
her of the Texas Survey Commission by Sinks, it had gone forth to the public 
Governor Moody. in general that Commissioner Robison 

Q. You know Commissioner J. T. is addicted to that habit, and it is a 
Robison, do you not, Mr. :i;Ienderson? bad thing in this case, and at least we 

A. I do. . have got the right to hear two wit-
Q. How long have you known him? nesses on it, one that knew him in
A. Fifty years or more. timately before he came down here, and 
Q. Has your acquaintance or friend- then one witness here in Austin. 

sl\ip been casual or very intimate? 
A. For a long time we were very in- Judge Sinks: Well, he has already 

timate--perhaps until today, I might said he didn't, so what is the use of 
say. going further? 

·Q. Well, did you. ever live in the Senator Price: And, furthermore, we 
same house where he lived? ol~ject very much to this attitude of 

A. Yes, sir. I have slept in the Judo-e Allen, in which it seems that he 
same bed with him. not" only wants to direct his part of 

Q. For how long? the case, but to tell us the kind of 
A. I don't just remember that. testimony and the amount that we 
Q. You were studying law together, ought to put in. Now, we submit that, 

weren't you! in all fairness, we ought to be per-
A. Well, pretended to practice and mitted to prove--this is a grave ch11;rge 1 

study together, yes; we were both-at 1 that is by innuendo befog made agamst 
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this State officer-we think we ought 
to be permitted to prove it by these 
two witnes"es. 

Judge Sinks: 'Well, go ahead and 
ask him, if he knows. 

Q. Now, during that time that you 
knew him. did he t!lke any morphine, 
or anythin!( of that kind? 

A. I am quite cPrtain that he did 
not, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear any such 
charge up until this came up? 

A. I never did. 
Q. That is all. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. I just want to ask him one ques

tion: Did you hear, or have you heard 
of us or anybody else making that 
charge at any time during the trial 
here? 

A. I don't know where it came from, 
but I have heard since I have been in 
Austin that there were such charges 
being made. 

Q. Yes. ""ell, now. if the only ref
erence to it here was the statement in
troduced hy the Commissioner himself, 
in which he denied the fact, then we 
wouldn't be accountable for that, would 
we? 

A. I think not. 
Q. That is all. 
(Witness excused.) 

Thereupon, the respondent called S. M. 
Halley, who was sworn by the Speaker, 
and who testified as follows: 

Direct Examination. 

(By Mr. Smith): 
Q. State your name to the Commit-

tee. 
A. S. M. Halley. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Halley? 
A. I live in Winkler county, \Ves~ 

Texas. 
Q. How long have you lived in 

Winkler county? 
A. About fifteen years. 
Q. Where did you live before then? 
A. I have lived about forty years 

from the Midland country up to Moun
tain Home, in that vicinity. 

Q. That is all out in \Yest Texas? 
A. That is all out in West Texas. 
Q. What official position, if any, 

have you held in \\"inkier county? 
A. At first, I was commissioner of 

\Vinkler county; and I ha Ye been county 
judge for ahout eleven years. 

Q. Are vou county judge now? 
A. I am~ 

Q. Are you a licensed attorney, 
Judge Halley 1 

A. No, sir. 
Q. What is your business, aside 

from holding the office of county judge? 
A. Well, I was in the stock raising 

business on a small scale. 
Q. Are you now in the stock raising 

business 1 · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or were you in the stock raising 

business back in 1925, along in then? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had you been in the 

stock raising business prior to 19251 
A. Oh, for twenty-five years. 
Q. How much land did you own in 

1925? 
A. Of school lands, I owned 9840 

acres. 
Q. Was that land reappraised under 

the reappraisement act? 
A. It was. 
Q. Was the value of that land low

ered? 
A. It was. 
Q. How much was it lowered,· Judge 

Halley? 
A. It was lowered about fifty per 

cent, it averaged to the State at that 
time $2, in Winkler county it was put 
on, most all of it, at $1 an acre. 

Q. What did they use that land for? 
A. For grazing purposes. 
Q. What is its annual worth for 

grazing purposes, how much an acre 
annual rental did you get for it 1 

A. Ten cents an acre. 
Q. How many acres would it take 

to furnish pasture to one cow? 
A. From forty to fifty acres. 
Q. Have you heard the testimony 

of many of the witnesses who have testi
fied as to drouth conditions and the 
deplorable condition with rnference to 
the value of livestock in West Texas? 

A. I ban. 
Q. 'Vas that rondition generally true 

in your section of the State? 
A. Yes, sir. Besides that, during 

that drouth we had money panics in our 
part of the world. 

Q. \\"as your land reappraised at less 
than its ac·tual value? 

A. Less than its actual value? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. No, sir. I think it was-it is 

worth a dollar to hold the world to
gether, because that is about all it is 
fit for; when this land was given to the 
railroad people. why, the railroad people 
wouldn't ban it, they came up to the 
sands and they quit there on the east 
side. 

Q. Through your section of the coun-
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try, is it occupied largely in lai:ge 
ranches, or are there many small farm· 
ers or stock raisers in that section of 
ihe conn try f 

A. Well, there are several small 
ranchers, but not farming of any kind 
out there. 

·Q. The land is not suitable for farm
ing at all, is it, Judge Halley? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Can it be used for any purpose 

except grazing purposes? 
A. Well, if it can, we haven't found 

it out yet. 
Q. Now, Judge Halley, I want you to 

tell, briefly and concisely, to this com
mittee the part you took in raising a 
fund of money for Mr. Robison, and the 
purpose for which you raised that 
money, and what you did with it after 
you had raised that money? 

A. Well, I never met Mr. Robison in 
my life until he was on his first trip, 
looking over this land, and along in-I 
think he revalued my land in Septem
ber, 1925, and in '27 . I learned of Mr. 
Robison's financial circumstant?es-I 
le~rned that from Mr. W. L. Anderson, 
of Pecos. So I-in the meantime I had 
come down to Austin, Mr. Walton and 
I, who lives in the county, and we asked 
him about his financial condition; he 
wouldn't talk to us about it, he would 
evade the question. We brought it up 
the third time. He says, "Now, I have 
raised a pretty good crop on my little 
farm this year, and I have wondered 
if I could try to find someone to lend 
me the money to feed this crop to a 
couple of hundred lambs, and i·epay 
them when I sell those lambs?" "Why," 
L .says, "certainly, Mr. Robison, you 
ought to be able to raise that money, 
borrow it from some man." So that 
was all that was said. When I got out 
of the Land Office I told Mr. W'alton 
that I was going home and I was going 
to raise this money if I had to rob 
every peanut stand and soda joint in 
West Texas to pay or help pay this 
mortgage off. 

Q. .Mortgage off of what? 
A. Off of his farm, that Mr. Ander

son told me was existing. I went to 
Odessa and raised some money there; 
I went to Midland, the boys gave me 
some money there; I went to Pecos, 
they gave me some money there. I think, 
if I am correct, I raised $2250. Out 
of that $2250, I imagine there was 
something like $300 or $400 that were 
given me by people that never did owri 
any land. I had a certified check on 
the Citizens National Bank of Odessa. 
I. came down here to Austin, at the 

highway meeting, and I went to Mr. 
Walker and gave him this check· I told 
him that I wanted him to ha~e this 
mortgage released and presented to Mr. 
Robison, and not let him know anything 
about it until this mortgage was re
leased. What Mr. Walker done with 
the check, I don't know, but I under
stand that the mortgage was raised with 
this $2250. 

Q. Mr. Robison did not know any
thing about this? 

A. Not a thing about it. I asked 
Mr. Walker not to say anythina to 
him about it. b 

Q. You said nothing to Mr. Robison 
about doing this before you did it? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 
Q. Your land had been reappraised 

some two years before that? 
A. Just about. To be exact, one 

year and eleven months. 
Q. Has Mr. Robison, as Land Com

missioner, ever shown you any personal 
or official favors? 

A: He might have done me a five
dollar favor-I do not know. It came 
about like this. In l9ll, there was 
80 acres of land in my pasture. It 
was classified as dry grazing land, and 
I paid cash fqr it; and sent in five dol
lars for the ·patent. Seventeen years 
after that, I came down here, brought 
the field notes and went to the Land 
Office, and Mr. Robison had that seven
teen-year-old five dollars waiting for me 
to get that patent. That might be a 
favor. Outside of collecting this 
money, Mr. Robison did not show me 
any favors whatever. I consider that 
Mr. Robison did not show me any 
favors in reappraising my land, because 
Mr. Robison was obeying what the Leg
islature told him to do. 

Mr. Allen: I object to the witness 
arguing that matter. 

Mr. Smith: Counsel objects to that. 
Mr. Smith: Did any of the men 

who contributed to this fund, of your 
own personal knowledge, ever receive any 
official favors from Mr. Robison as 
Land Commissioner ? 

A. Please state that question again. 
Q. Did any of these men who con

tributed to this fund, of your own per
sonal knowledge ever receive any offi
cial favors from Mr. Robison as Land 
Commissioner ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Can you name some of these men 

who contrihuted to that fund? 
A. I cannot name all of them. I 

can name some of them. Jack Cowden, , 
of Midland; John Scarbrough, of Fort 
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Worth; J. D. Walton, Earn Beard, of 
Kermit-

Q. Well, those will do. .Judge Hal
ley, do you know of any lands in your 
section of the State that Mr. Robison 
reappraised at a higher valur than the 
price at which they were originally sold 
to their owners! 

A. I do. 
Q. In just a few instances? 
A. Just a few instances. :Mr. Estes, 

of Ward county; lllr. Robison raised 
some of his land from $1 50 to $2.00 
per acre. He rai•etl !\Ir. Aycock's land 
at l\iidland one section from $9.00 to 
$10.00 per acre. 

Q. Did you get a refund cherk from 
Mr. Robison following your reappraise
ment of your land! 

A. I did. 
Q. What did yt>u do with it! 
A. I rcturn<>d it to Mr. Robison last 

month. 
Q. When did vou receive thut check I 
A. It was s01ne time the latter part 

of last month. 
Q. You returned it to him as soon 

as you received it! 
. .\. Yes. sir. I endorsed it and sent 

it hwk to him. as I thought that I 
hacl a perfect right to do whnt I de
sired to with it. Perhaps. if I had 
not done that with it, I would ha,·e 
sent it up to Washington to help l\frs. 
Hoover pay the exp<'nse of that tea 
party for the wife of the nigger Con
gressman from Illinois. 

Q. .Judge Halky. these gentlemen 
whose lands were reappraised, and who. 
some of them, had their lands reap
praised higher and some reduced, did 
any of those people who had their 
lands reappraised at higher prices return 
these refund checks to l\lr. Robison, or 
not? 

A. I know that Mr. Aycock did, but 
I cannot say about Mr. Estes. 

Q. These people returned their re
fund check• to :Mr. Robison, paying no 
attention to whether the Land Commis
sioner had raised or lowered their lands 
in the reappraisement he had made of 
their lands! 

A. It was true of Mr. Aycock. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By lllr. Allen) : 
Judg"e Halley, you advised that this 

sum of $2250 wns raised by you and 
turn1·d over to l\lr. Walker, thr Chief 
Clerk in the Land Commissioner's office, 
to pny off that mortgage. About how 
many months was that after your land 
had 

0

heen reappraised? 

A. A year and eleven months, to he 
exac·t. 

Q. You had about 9000 acres reap
praised! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had originally bought it at 

how much per acre? 
A. You mean the 11.gures at which 

it was originally sold, or what was 
owing to the State. My cost from the 
State was $2.00 per acre-that waa 
what was due the State. 

Q. Then you originally owed the 
State on that lallCI $1!!,000T 

A. Something like that amount. 
!~. Undt'r the renppraisement made 

l;y :\fr. Hohison then, it was reappraised 
at $1.00 per acre. 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Xow then, you said that the re-

1!11l'tion was made by the Legislature. 
Do not you know that the reappraise
ment act made Mr. Robison, the Land 
I 'ommissioner, the sole appraiser and 
that the Legish~ture, trusting in him to 
•••e his judgment and discretion• in mak
ing tb.-e apprai•ements-th" reap
praisements, left that whole matter to 
his judgment and discretion? 

A. Yes, sir, but it was left to his 
discretion and judgment, as I under
•taud it, whether the price should he 
raised or lowered. 

Q. And the Legislature simply gave 
him, as Land Commissioner of this 
State, the authority to reappraise this 
land, but it was J. T Robison, and it 
was not the Legislature, that said what 
tlw l'rnnpraised price should be! 

A. They gave him that authority. 
Q. They gave him the authority, and 

it was his duty to use his judgment 
and discretion in fixing the reappraised 
value of the land, and not the members 
of the Legislature! 

A. Well, he used good judgment. 
Q. I say it was left to him, and it 

was him, and not the Legislature that 
was to fix the price on that land! 

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Robison fixed the 
price in the reappraisal of those lands. 

Q. He reappraised your land at $1 
per acre? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you saved, by reason of his 

reappraisal. as far as your debt to the 
State was concerned, in the neighborhood 
of approximately $9,000! 

A. That is true. 
Q. And it i·educed the school land

the school fund of this State, as a con
sequence, the difference between wh~t 
you originallv contracted to pay for this 
land, and the amount at which it was 
renpprai11ed ! 
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.A. It did not. 
Mr. Price: In order that we may. 

know and be able to know just what 
to face in this matter, do we understand 
that it is going to be your contention 
that the exercise of the Land Commis
sioner's discretion and judgment in the 
reappraisal of this land, that charges 
are going to be laid to the Land Com
missioner for losses sustained to the 
school fund by reason of the reappraisal 
of this land at a lower figure than that 
at which they were originally sold? 

Mr. .Allen: Now, as counsel has 
asked, that in the reappraisement of 
those litnds that J. T. Robison was act
ing as the agent of the State of Texas, 
and made so by the acts of this Legisla
ture, and /le was acting as a public 
official, and one of the chief executives 
of the State, and in his official capacity, 
and at the same time, he received ·these 
gifts, and at the time that he received 
these gratuities, he sWI held that posi· 
tion, and it was a gross act of miscon
duct on his part to i"eceive gifts and gra
tuities from men whose land he had 
reappraised as such official. Regardless 
of whether the land was reappraised at 
a higher or lowe1· figure than that at 
which it was originally sold, the fact 
that he received and accepted gifts and 
gratuities from men whose lands he had 
reappraised was a gross act of miscon
duct in his dealings with those people. 

Mr. Allen: Do you remember when, 
about when your land was forfeited for 
non-payment of interest-do you remem
ber about when you forfeited your land? 

A. I do not remember just when it 
was .that I forfeited my land. I do not 
remember the exact date. It was in 
time to get my land reappraised. 

Q. Now, with reference to 1925-
about how long? 

A. It was in time to get my land re
appraised. 

Q. In other words, after the act was 
passed, you forfeited your land, failed 
to pay the interest on it, in order to 
get the benefit of the reappraisement 
act? 

A. Yes, sir, I could not pay the 
interest. 

Q. .And later was purchased, after it 
was reappraised, by Mr. Robison, was 
repurchased by you, for con·siderably 
less than the price at which you had 
originally purchased it? 

.A. Yes, sir. I could not pay the in
terest--! was busted. 

Q. Now, your indebtedness to the 
State, as you say, was reduced about 
$9000, due to the judgment used by the 

Land Commissioner, Mr. Robison, in re
appraisement of your land? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, these other gentlemen, these 

gentlemen who contributed to this $2250 
to pay off that mortgage on the Land 
Commissioner's place, was reduced, their 
indebtedness was reduced a correspond
ing amount? 

A. I suppose so. 
Q. And it was ·those men who made 

that contribution. who had been bene
fited by Mr. Robison's action, by his 
official judgment and discretion in reap
praising this land, who made the con
tribution-is that not true? 

A. Well, in one sense of the word it 
was. 

Q. So that feeling grateful as you 
did for what had been done for you 
people out there in West Texas by the 
Land Commissioner, and learning that 
he was in financial distress, he talked 
to you about borrowing some money out 
there> Now, was it before or after he 
made the reappraisement of those lands 
out there that the Land Commissioner 
came out there and asked you if it 
would be possible for him to borrow 
some money t_hat he was in need of in 
the conduct oi' his private business? 

A. It was after the reappraisement. 
Q. And it was after the reappraise

ment-after those people had benefited 
by reason of the reappraisement-that 
is true? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then, when yo\l found out 

that Mr. Robison was in financial 
straits, and after he had reduced your 
reappraisement, and that of your neigh
bors, and he was in financial distress, 
you told him, of course, he could raise 
that money? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And it was then that you started 

out to raise this $2250 to pay off the 
mortgage on his place? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You then started out to raise that 

$2250 to pay off the mortgage on his 
place? 

A. And I did raise it. 
Q. You traveled all over the coun

try? 
A. From Midland to Pecos. 
Q. How many hundred miles would 

you say that you traveled in raising 
that money? 

A. I imagine 200 miles-something 
like tliat. 

Q. Did you go in an autoonobi!e, or 
how did you travel? 

A. We have got a few jitneys out 
there yet. 
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Q. You traveled on jitneys for 200 
miles or more, and raised this $2250? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And after you raise<l that money, 

you got a certified check for that money 
and came to Austin and gave it to Mr. 
Walker? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. \\"hen yon brought it here, you 

called at tlw Land Commissioner's otllce 
and conferred with l\lr. Walhr, his chief 
clerk? 

A. I did. 
Q. Yon told him that von had 

learned from the Commissione; that he 
owrd somc- monPy on his place! 

A. I did not learn that from the 
Commi~sionl•r. 

Q. You told him that von learned 
thnt the CommiHsiom•r owed a deht on 
his place! 

A. From :'\Ir. And••rson, at Pecos. 
Q. And yon and nther people who 

wanted to show your regard for the 
Lund Commi>'>'ioner had raised that 
$22iiU to pay off that mortgage? 

A. \Ye wanted to help him he<'anse 
he was 1wc<ling help. 

Q. You turned that c·heek over to Mr. 
\Yalker and told him to go and raise 
that mortgage and pay it off and get 
the release and surprise the old man 
with it-that is true? 

A. Yes, sir. that is true. 
Q. Do vou know whether or not that 

mortgage "was paid off~ no you know 
that at the time of the Commissioner's 
in\'l'stigation that th<' rpcords show that 
that indebtedness still existed against 
that property? 

I't.. I did not know it. 
(), You do not know whether the 

Land Commissioner e\'er recorded that 
relea~e or not? 

A. Knew nothing about it. 
Q. !\ow, did you make any campaign 

contribution to l\lr. Robison lust sum· 
mer or last July! 

A. Well. sir, I do not know-I do 
not recall whether I did or not. I 
might have. 

t}. Xow, stop and think a moment, 
.Judge. Didn't yon make a campaign 
contribution to ~Ir. Robison last sum
mer-just stop and think a moment. 
Don't vou know that vou did make a 
<"ontril;ution to his ram~paign expense of 
some character? 

A. I might have. I do not know. 
I would do anything to help him. 

Q. Yon volunteered to say that. 
Q. Ha\'e vou ever seen Mr. Rohison's 

report to th~ Secretary of State of the 
contributions to his campaign conducted 
last summer? 

Mr. Moses: Counsel is now going 
into new matter. As to whether or not 
this witness, or anyone else, knows what 
the Land Commissioner reported to the 
Secretary of State in his campaign con
tributions is entirely new matter. If it 
is an offense for which a man may be 
impeached to receive campaign contribu
tions, it should have been stated at the 
outset of this hearing or at the time 
they were introducing their t.·stimony 
in chief, and if it is a crime for J. T. 
Hobison to receive campaign contribu
tions, we submit that it would be a 
crime for the Gonrnor of this State 
and any other officer of this State to 
reeeive these contributions. \Ve want 
to make ourselves clear in regard to 
that, because counsel is not now carry
ing out the statement that was made 
at the opening of this investigation, 
that the testimony would be confined to 
the <·barges made in the resolution, and 
after their tPstimony in chief was put 
on their testimony would he confined to 
testimonv in rebuttal. · 

~Ir. Allen: l\lr. Chairman, Judge 
:->inks, Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House-Counsel for the respondent is 
heeoming very personal ahout matters 
that I go into here. He said that I had 
promised that I would not go into cer
tain matters. That promise I will keep. 
But this question is not a question 
which I chose myself, but it comes from 
a nwmlier of this Con1mittee, a n1en1lJer 
of this House, and it has been voted by 
this Committee that if any member de
sired to ask a question, or have " ques
tion asked, that that question should he 
given to counsel 011 either side, and if 
counsel saw fit. that question could be 
propounded to any witness, and I would 
he acting in bad faith to the House and 
this Committee if I failed to do so. I 
am not failing to carry out the promise 
or agreement that I made. I never do 
that. 

:'\Ir. ll!oses: If I have hurt counsel's 
feelings, I did not intend to. I meant 
no disrespect to counsel. I merely 
wanted to make that <'lear to counsel and 
to the House. I want it understood 
that we are not objecting to it, hut we 
think that there ought to he a limit 
reg(l:rding the asking of questions. There 
ought to be a limit to the line of in
quiry. It is certainly not an offense 
against the law to receive contributions 
from individuals for campaign purposes. 
The law reeognizes that that will be 
done and requires the character of re
port that shall be made in regard to 
that. Regardless of where the question 
comes from, it ought to be confined to 
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matters about which it might be se
riously contended that the act is one 
from which articles oL impeachment· 
might be filed. 

Mr. Smith: I believe that is all, 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Price: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House-I just want to 
make this statement. Mr. Speaker, 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House: 
This concludes the testimony of the 
witnesses that we have immediately 
available here today. It was suggested 
to me a moment ago by two or three 
members of the House that they would 
like to go on with the work of the 
House for the next day or two. Prob
ably until next Saturday. Now, we, in 
t.he defense of this case, we are now 
and have been at all times ready to go 
and to meet these charges and to pro
duce our testimony, but we certainly 
do not want to be placed in the attitude 
of demanding constant sessions of this 
Committee if it will have the effect of 
destroying the opportunity of the mem
bers of this House to pass on impor
tant matters of legislation pending be
fore them. I want to say to you mem· 
hers of the Committee and to all mem
bers of the House, that if you want to 
recess until next Saturday, that it is 
all right with us. If you do not desire 
to do that, that is perfectly agreeable 
to us. We do not ask it, but we are 

·just in the liands of the Committee. We 
are ready to go on now, and have been 
at all times, and anything that your 
Committee desires to do will meet with 
our approval. 

The Speaker: I recognize the gentle
man from Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Sanders: I move that the Com
.mittee now rise, report progress and re
cess until IO o'clock Saturday morning. 

Mr. Van Zandt: Senator Price, I would 
like to ask of counsel for the respondent 
if they expect to put Mr. Robison on 
the stand. I realize that counsel have 
their own ideas as to conducting this 
investigation and that it may be asking 
something that they do not desire to 
disclose at this time. Could you not 
arrange to have Mr. Robison on the 
stand on Saturday morning? 

Mr. Price: Mr. Van .Zandt, you, as a 
lawyer, understand the difficulty in
volvod in answering that question. Now, 
the resolution, as I understand it, and 
as I believe the members do, provided 
that counsel on either side might de
velop the case as they see fit. We are 
_going to proceed in such manner as we 
think is the most advantageous in pre
senting OlJ.r view of this matter, and 

the most favorable-and to place it be
fore the members of this Committee in 
the most favorable light, but we would 
not like to have to agree that we put 
any certain witness on the stand at any 
certain time. I believe that would com
mend its fairness to you, as a lawyer. 

Mr. Van Zandt: I agree with you 
that that is a matter for you to develop 
yourself, in your own way. I believe 
that is the sense of the Committee as 
a whole. As I see it, the preponder
ance of the testimony this respondent 
has offered so far is not in rebuttal of 
the charges that have been filed, and 
we feel that unless counsel for Mr. Robi
son proceed more expeditiously th.at it is 
an unnecessary waste of time--

Mr. Hubbard: Mr. Speaker, a point 
of order there. We should not argue 
this matter-no member of the Com
mittee should be permitted to go into 
an argument of this matter. 

The Speaker: The Chair will have 
to sustain that point of order. 

Mr. Tillotson: Senator Price, you 
have said that, as far as you are con
cerned, you are willing that the Com
mittee of the Whole recess until Satur
day. I would like to ask you if you 
are ready to proceed with the work to
morrow? 

Senator Price: We are ready to
morrow will be ready next day, and 
are ready now. I intended a while ago 
to make it perfectly clear that we are 
not trying or seeking to dictate or con
trol the procedure in the Committee. 
We stand here ready, with plenty of 
witnesses, to proceed with this inves
tigation now. 

Mr. Tillotson: If, in the. judgment 
of the House, it could expedite its work 
by arranging for evening sessions for 
the hearing, would counsel be agree
able to such a plan? 

Mr. Price: Personally, I would be. 
I do not know about my associates, Mr. 
Moses and Mr. Smith, and Mr. Robison. 

Whereupon the motion of Mr. Bond 
of Kaufman was made that the Com
mittee rise, report progress and take a 
recess until 9 o'clock· Friday morning. 

Whereupon the question was taken, 
and the motion prevailed. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 1929. 

The Committee of the Whole met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 2 o'clock 
p. m. Friday, June 21, 1929, whereupon 
the following proceedings were had: 

The Speaker : The Committee of the 
Whole was given permission to recess 
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until 2 o'cloek. The Committee will be 
in order, please. 

.Mr. l\lcCombs: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. McCombs: I move that the Com· 

mittce rise and report pro; .. 'Tl'~~. and ask 
permission to rece•S until :1 ::!O. 

Mr. Tillotson: )Ir. Chairman. I wuuld 
just like to inquin· if counsel for tl1e 
respondent rnuld g-in an idea of how 
much tim<' they will require for the tes· 
timony that they lul\e"! 

Mr. Pri<·c: We ha\'l' two witnesses, 
and we wantc•d to rl'ad from the record. 
and if we can he informed now about 
how much time you will want to give 
us this aftern0<m we will be able to 
conform to that. 

l\Ir. l'peakl'r, I want to make this 
plain: Counsl'l for the n•spondent don't 
want to he placed in the attitude of 
<hetating any course here ahout pro
l'Pdurc; that iA, WC' will use the time 
vou want us to u.s<'. If '\o'O\l want us to 
;,.,, the next two hours. ,~·e will do that. 

)Ir. Tillotson: )l.v purpose is that I 
don't think we should eontinuouslv re· 
st•t this matter and haw eounsel. and 
witnesses comi11g here in the Pxpeeta
tion of being heard. and thrn <·hanging 

our action. We ought to adopt one 
policy or another. 

)lr. )lontgomery: Mr. Chairman . 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Hidalgo. 
)lr. Montgomery: Wouldn't it be 

better to recess the Committee of the 
\\"hole until IO o'clock and then give 
them a whole day uninterrupted T To· 
morrow is Saturday, and the chances 
are there will be no quorum. There
fore. we can pass legislation this after
noon and we couldn't pass legislation 
tomorrow, and the Committee can pro· 
eced tomorrow with the hearing. There
fore, I want to make a substitute mo
tion that the Committee rise and report 
progress and ask permission of the 
House to recess until tomorrow morn· 
ing at l 0 o'clock. 

lllr. )lcCombs: That is entit-ely ac· 
ceptable to me, and with the consent of 
my second I withdraw my motio.n. 

Jllr. Allen: It is understood between 
counsel that we may introduce these 
hank statements and have them go in 
the record. 

The hank statements. consisting of 
thirteen pages, were thereupon intro· 
duced in evidence, identified as Exhibit 
No. 62, and are as follows: 
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Sheet No ......... . 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ..... . 

Address .................... . 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depoaita Date New Balance 

---
208.33 JUN 1 '25 8.40- 10.00- 105.00-

JUN 1 '25 66.00- JUN 1 '25 JUN 1 '25 19.93 • 
18.93 JUN 2'25 13.25- 3.00- JUN 2 '25 JUN 2 '25 2.68 • 
2.68 JUN 30'25 25.00- JUN 30'25 208.33 JUN 30'25 186.01 • 

186-.01 JUL 1 '25 63 .60--- JUL l '25 JUL 1 '25 122.41 • 
122.41 JUL 6'26 35.00- JUL 6'25 JUL 6'25 87.41 • 
87.41 JUL 7'25 4.00- 1.50- JUL 7'25 JUL 7'25 81.91 • 
81.91 JUL 22'26 5.00- JUL 22 '25 JUL 22 '25 76.91 • 
76.91 JUL 31 '25 208._33 JUL 31 '25 285.24 • 

286.24 AUG 1 '26 30.00- 25.00- AUG l '25 AUG 1 '25 230.24 • 
230.24 AUG 1 '25 • 25.00- 25.00- AUG 1 '25 AUG l '25 1~0.24 • 
180.24 AUG 31 '25 208.37 AUG 31 '25 388.61 • 
388.61 SEP 8'25 1.00 SEP 8 '25 SEP 8'25 387.61 • 
357.61 SEP 10'25 5.40- SEP 10'25 SEP 10'25 352.21 • 
352.21 SEP 14'25 45.69- SEP 14 '25 SEP 14 '25 306.52 • 

Sheet No ......... . 
Name ...... J. T. ROBISON .. 

Address ....................... . 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Deposits Date New Balance 

------------, 
Balance brought forward SEP 17 '25 306.52 

SEP 17'25 100.00- SEP 17 '25 SEP 17'25 206.52 • 
206.52 OCT 13 '25 1.40- OCT 13 '25 OCT 13 '25 205.12 • 
205.12 OCT 16 '26 5.21f- OCT 16 '25 OCT 16 '25 199.83 • 
199.83 OCT 30'25 17.00- OCT 30'25 OCT 30'25 182.83 • 
182.83 NOV 2 '25 4.00- 75.50- NOV 2'25 NOV 2'25 103 .33 • 
103.33 NOV 2'25 88.00- NOV 2 '25 NOV 2 '25 15.33 • 
·15.33 NOV 3 '25 5.00- NOV 3 '25 NOV 3 '25 10.33 • 
10.33 NOV 3 '25 9.76- NOV 3 '25 NOV 3 '25 .58 • 

.68 NOV 9 '25 208.33 NOV 9 '25 208.91 • 
208.91 NOV 10'25 5.40- NOV 10'25 NOV 10'25 203 .51 • 
203 .51 NOV 10'26 100.00- NOV 10'25 NOV 10'25 103 .51 • 
103.51 NOV 12'25 25.00- 28.97- NOV 12'25 MOV 12'25 49.54 • 
"49.54 NOV 13'25 6.85- NOV 13 '25 NOV 13 '25 42.69 • 
42.69 NOV 16'25 2.61- NOV 16'25 NOV 16'25 40.08 • 
40.08 NOV 21 '25 1.00- NOV 21 '25 NOV 21 '25 39.08 • 
39.08 NOV 21 '25 10.00 NOV 21 '25 49.08 • 
49.08 NOV 23 '25 7.25- NOV 23'25 NOV 23'25 41.83 • 
41.83 NOV· 30'25 208.33 NOV 30'25 250.16 • 

250.15 DEC l '25 12.00- DEC l '25 DEC l '25 238.16 • 
238.16 DEC l '26 129.18- DEC l '25 DEC 1'25 108.98 • 
108.98 DEC 2 '25 25.00- 30.00- DEC 2 '25 DEC 2'25 53.98 • 
53.98 DEC 2 '25 DEC 2 '25 
53.98 DEC 5 '25 6.75- 15.00- DEC 5'28 DEC 5 '25 32.23 • 
32.23 DEC 7'25 21.80-. DEC 7'25 DEC 7'25 10. 73 • 
10.73 DEC 10'25 2.00- DEC 10'25 DEC 10'25 8.73 • 
8.73 DEC 11 '25 5.40- DEC 11 '25 DEC 11 '25 3.33 • 
3.33 DEC 19'25 50.00 DEC 19'25 53.33 • 

53.33 DEC 21 '25 8.00- DEC 21 '25 DEC 21 '25 45.33 • 
45.33 DEC 22'25 22.11- DEC 22'25 DEC 22'25 23.22 • 
23.22 DEC 23'25 DEC 23 '25 208.33 DEC 23'25 231.66 • 

231.55 DEC 24'25 100.00- DEC 24'25 DEC 24'25 131.55 • 
131.55 DEC 26'25 75.00- 37.83- 16.00- DEC 26'25 DEC 26'25 2.72 • 

2. 72 JAN 9'26 2.00- JAN 9 '26 JAN 9'26 .72 • 
.72 JAN 30'26 208.33 JAN 30'26 209 .05 • 

209.05 FEB 1 '26 100.00- 15.35- 6.80- FEB l '26 FEB 1 '26 86.90 • 
86.90 FEB 1 '26 50.00- FEB 1 '26 FEB 1 '26 36.90 • 
36.90 FEB 2'26 6.31f- 14.41- 1.00- FEB 2'26 FEB 2'26 16.10 • 
16.10 FEB 3 '26 3.60- FEB 3 '26 FEB 3 '26 12.60 • 
12.60 FEB 5 '26 5.00- FEB 5'26 FEB 5 '26 7.60 • 
7.60 FEB 13 '26 6.00- FEB 13 '26 FEB 13'26 1.60. 
1.60 FEB 13 '26 6.00- FEB 13 '26 50.00 FEB 13 '26 46.60 • 

46.60 FEB 15'26 10.00- 11.26- FEB 15 '26 FEB 16'26 25.35 • 
25.35 FEB 15'28 25.00- FEB 15'26 FEB 15'25 .35 • 

.35 FEB 18 '25 18.15 FEB 18 '26 18.50 • 
18.50 FEB 19'26 1.05- 4.00- FEB 19'26 FEB 19'26 13 .45 • 
13.45 FEB 19'26 15.00 FEB 19'26 28.45 • 
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Sheet No .. 

Name ..... J. T. ROBISON ..... . 

Addreaa. 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depoeits Date New Balanee 

--- -------

Balance brought forward FEB 24 '26 28.45 
--- ---

FEB 24 '26 I 25- FEB 24 '26 30.00 FEB 24 '26 67.20 • 
57 .20 FBB U'26 15.55- FEB 24 '26 FEB 24 '26 41.65 • 
41.65 FEB 25 '2t) 25.00- FEB 25 '26 FEB 25 '26 16.65 • 
16.M MAR 1 '26 I 00- MAR 1 '26 MAR l '26 15.65 • 
15.65 MAR 10'26 15 00- MAR 10'26 MAR 10'26 .65 • 

.65 MAR 11 '26 21.00 MAR 11 '26 21.65 • 
21. 65 MAR 1.1'26 7. i5 MAR 13 '26 MAR 13'26 13.90 • 
13.90 MAR 13 '26 50 00- 4 .5(}- MAR 13 '26 300.00 MAR 13 '26 259.40 • 

259 .40 MAR 15 '26 I.I(}- MAR 15'26 MAR 15'26 258.30 • 
258.30 MAR 16'26 42.5(}- 200.00- MAR 16'26 MAR 16'26 15.80. 

15.80 MAR 20'26 6 5(}- MAR 20'26 MAR 20'26 9.30 • 
9.20 APR 30'26 208.33 APR 30'26 217.64 • 

217.63 MAY 1 '26 52.50- MAY 1 '26 MAY l '26 165. 13 • 
165 13 MAY t) '26 24.00--- 67.35- MAY 6'26 MAY 6 '26 73.78. 
73 .i8 MAY 8 '26 4 00- 6.5(}- MAY 8 '26 63. 28 • 
63 .28 MAY 10'26 6 00- MAY 10'26 MAY 10'26 .57.28. 
67 .28 MAY 11 '26 9.00- MAY 11'26 MAY 11'26 48.28 • 
48.28 MAY 14'26 1.00- MAY 14'26 MAY 14'26 47 .28 • 
47 28 MAY 15'26 11.00- MAY 15'26 MAY 15'26 36.28 • 
36.28 MAY 15'26 7.65- MAY 15'26 MAY 15'26 28.63 • 
28.63 JUN l '26 208.33 JUN I '26 236.98 • 

236 96 Jl'N 2 '26 15.3(}- JUN 2 '26 JUN 2'26 221.66 • 
221 66 Jl'N 9 '26 200.00- JUN 9 '26 JUN 9 '26 21.66 • 

21.06 Jl'N 11 '26 3.44- JUN 11 '26 JUN 11 '26 18.22 • 
18 22 Jl"N 11 '20 5.00- JUN 11 '26 JUN 11 '26 13.22 • 
13 22 JUN 12 '26 4.01- 2 00- 3.5(}- JUN 12 '26 JUN 12 '26 3. 71 • 
3. il Jl'N 21 '26 11.00- 4. 7(}- 30 5(}- JUN 21 '26 95.45 

JUN 21 '26 8.00- JUN 21 '26 JUN 21 '26 44.96. 
44 96 JUN 22 '26 8 00- !i0.00- JUN 22 '26 25. 75 JUN 22'26 2.71 • 
2. ii JUN 25 '26 30.00 JUN 25 '26 32. 71 • 

32 71 JUN 26'26 1.8(}- JUN 26 '26 JUN 26 '26 30.91 • 
30.91 JUN 28 '26 20.00- JUN 28 '26 JUN 28 '26 10.91 • 
10.91 Jl'N 30'26 208.33 JUN 30'26 219.24 • 

219.24 JlrN 30'26 6 flO- JUN 30'26 JUN 30'26 212.64 • 
212.64 JUL 1 '26 25.00--- JUL 1 '26 JUL 1 '26 187.64 • 
187 .64 JUL 1 '26 53.00- JUL I '26 JUL l '26 134.64 • 
134. 64 JUL 2 '26 5.75- JUL 2 '26 JUL 2 '26 128.89 • 
128.89 JUL 2 '26 4 .2(}- JUL 2 '26 JUL 2 '26 124.69 • 
124.69 JUL 6 '26 10.00- 33.3&- 9.65- JUL 6 '26 JUL 6 '26 71.68 • 
71 .68 JUL 6 '26 3 .5(}- JUL 6 '26 JUL 6 '26 68.18 • 
68.18 JUL 7 '26 8 00- 5.5(}- 5 .5(}- JUL 7'26 JUL 7 '26 49.18 • 
49.18 JUL 7 '26 JUL 7 '26 150.00 JUL 7 '26 199.18 • 

199.18 JUL 8 '26 3 35- JUL 8 '26 JUL 8 '26 195.83 • 
195.83 JUL 8 '26 3.75- JUL 8 '26 JUL 8 '26 192.08 • 
192 .08 JUL 9 '26 2.00- JUL 9 '26 JUL 9'26 190.08 • 
190.08 JUL 10 '26 6.00- 2.25- JUL 10'26 JUL 10 '26 181.83 • 
181.83 JUL 13 '26 15.00- 8 5(}- JUL 13 '26 JUL 13 '26 158.33 • 
158.33 JUL 14 '26 100.00- JUL 14 '26 JUL 14 '26 58.33 • 
58 33 JUL 19 '26 1 00- JUL 19 '26 57 .33 • 
57.33 AUG 2 '26 10.00- AUG 2 '26 AUG 2 '26 47.33 • 
47.33 AUG '.i '26 15.00- AUG 3 '26 AUG 3 '26 32.33 • 
32.33 AUG .5 '26 AUG 5 '26 208.33 AUG 5 '26 240.66 • 

240 66 AVG 5 '26 50 00- 10.00- AUG 5'26 AUG 5 '26 180.66 • 
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Sheet No ........ .. 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ......... . 

Addreoa ............................... . 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Deposits Date New Balanae 

---
Balance brought forward AUG 6'26 180.66 --- ---

AUG 6'26 26.00- AUG 6'26 AUG 6 '26 154.66 • 
154.66 AUG 7'26 2.90- 19.65- AUG 7'26 AUG 7 '26 132.11 • 
132.11 AUG 9'26 10.00- AUG 9'26 AUG 9 '26 122.11 • 
122.11 AUG 11 '26 5.311-- AUG 11 '26 AUG 11 '26 116. 72 • 
116. 72 AUG 12'26 3.00- AUG 12'26 AUG 12 '26 113.72. 
113. 72 AUG 14'26 8.33- 4.50-- 3.00- AUG 14 '26 AUG 14 '26 97.87 • 
97.87 AUG 14'26 3.00- 3.00- AUG 14'26 AUG 14'26 91.87 • 
91.87 AUG 16'26 2.52- 8.16-- AUG 16 '26 AUG 16'26 81.20 • 
81.20 AUG 18'26 10.00- AUG 18'26 AUG 18'26 71.20 • 
71.20 AUG 18'26 52.50-- AUG 18'26 AUG 18 '26 18.70. 
18.70 AUG 19'26 3.50-- AUG 19'26 AUG 19'26 15.20 • 
15.20 AUG 19'26 1.50-- AUG 19'26 AUG 19'26 13.70 • 
13.70 AUG 21 '26 3.00- AUG 21 '26 AUG 21 '26 10.70 • 
10.70 AUG 26'26 1.16-- AUG 26'26 AUG 26'26 9.64 • 
9.54 AUG 31 '26 3.22- 5.00- 6.00- AUG 31 '26 208.37 AUG 31 '26 203.69 • 

203.69 ~i l '26 35.96-- SEP l '26 SEP l '26 167.74 • 
167 .74 2'26 5 .311-- 10.SO-- SEP 2'26 SEP 2'26 151. 75 • 
151.75 SEP 2'26 12.00- SEP 2'26 SEP 2'26 139.75 • 
139. 75 SEP 3 '26 4.53- SEP 3 '26 SEP 3 '26 135.22 • 
135.22 SEP 3 '26 10.00- SEP 3 '26 SEP 3 '26 125.22 • 
125.22 SEP 4 '26 6.50-- 22.00- 10.91- SEP 4 '26 SEP 4 '26 85.81 • 
85.81 SEP 7'26 4.40-- SEP 7 '26 SEP 7'26 81.41 • 
81. 10'26 10.00- 11.36-- SEP 10'26 SEP 10'26 60.06 • 
60. 10'26 2.50-- SEP 10'26 SEP 10'26 15.25 • 
57. 11 '26 15.26-- SEP 11 '26 SEP 11 '26 42.31 • 
42. 14'26 6.00-- 4.11- SEP 14 '26 SEP 14 '26 32.20 • 
32.20 SEP 17'26 100.00 SEP 17'26 132.20 • 

132.20 SEP 17'26 5.00-- 8.00- SEP 17'26 8.05 SEP 17'26 127.25 • 
127.25 SEP 25'26 66.40-- SEP 25'26 . SEP 25 '26 60.85 • 
60.85 SEP 27'26 27.00- SEP 27'26 SEP 27'26 33.85 • 
33.85 SEP 27'26 1.22- SEP 27 '26 SEP 27'26 32.63 • 
32.63 SEP 28'26 5.50-- 2.00-- SEP 28'26 SEP 28 '26 25.13 • 
25.13 SEP 29'26 10.00- SEP 29 '26 SEP 29'26 15.13 • 
15.13 SEP 30'26 1.00- SEP 30'26 SEP 30'26 14.13 • 
14.13 OCT- l '26 208.33 OCT l '26 222.46 • 

222.46 OCT 2 '26 5.311-- 5.22- OCT 2'26 OCT 2'26 211.85 • 
211.85 OCT 4'26 3.86-- 9.00- 5.00- OCT 4 '26 OCT 4 '26 193.99 • 
193.99 OCT 4 '26 5.00-- OCT 4 '26 OCT 4 '26 188.99 • 
188.99 OCT 5'26 9. 76-- 17.26-- 6.00-- OCT 5 '26 OCT 5 '26 155.99 • 
lSS.99 OCT 6 '26 150.00-- 091' 6'26 OCT 6'26 5.99 • 

5.99 OCT 7'26 4.55-- OCT 7'26 OCT 7'26 1.44 • 
1.44 OCT 20'26 25.00 OCT 20'26 26.44 • 

26.44 OCT 21 '26 OCT 21 '26 OCT 21 '26 
26.44 OCT 23 '26 18.50-- OCT 23'26 OCT 23'26 7.94 • 
7.94 OCT 27'26 3.00 OCT 27'26 10.94 • 

10.94 OCT 28'26 10.50-- OCT 28'26 OCT 28'26 .44 • 
.44 OCT 30'26 350.00 OCT 30'26 350.44 • 

350.44 NOV 9'26 I.SS-- 5.311-- NOV 9'26 NOV 9'26 343.50 • 



300 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

Sheet No .. 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON .... . 

Address .. 

Old Balance Dste Checks in Detail Date Depoeite Date NewBallllloe 

---
Balance brought forward NOV 10"26 343 .50 

------- ---
NOV 10 '26 1.70- 52.50- 22.15-
NOV 10 '26 19 40- NOV 10'26 NOV 10"26 2'7.75. 

247. 75 NOV 12 '26 5.65- 50.00- NOV 12 '26 NOV 12'26 192.10 • 
192.10 NOV 16 '26 10.67- NOV 16 '26 NOV 16'26 181.43 • 
181.43 NOV 19 '26 25.00- NOV 19 '26 NOV 19'26 156.43 • 
156 43 NOV 22 '26 17.6Q- NOV 22 '26 NOV 22'26 138.83 • 
138.83 NOV 27 '26 12 64- NOV 27'26 NOV 27 '26 126.29 • 
126.29 NOV 29 '26 63.18- NOV 29'26 NOV 29'26 63.11 • 
63.11 DEC I '26 10.00- 37 .42- DEC l '26 208.33 DEC I '26 224.02 • 

224 .02 DEC 3 '26 5.17- 10.55- DEC 3 '26 DEC 3 '26 208.29 • 
208.29 DEC 4 '26 28.25- 26.ro- 8.50- DEC 4 '26 DEC 4 '26 144.94 • 
144. 94 DEC 6 '26 3.54- 1.00- DEC 6 '26 DEC 6 '26 140.40 • 
140.40 DEC 6 "26 10.50- 13.75- 2.64- DEC 6'26 DEC 6'26 129.90 • 
129.90 DEC 7 "26 14 00- 13.75- 2.64- DEC 7'26 DEC 7'26 98.61 • 
98.61 DEC 13 '26 5.00- 6 50- DEC 13 '26 DEC 13 '26 87.11 • 
87.11 DEC 14 '26 5.39- DEC 14 '26 DEC 14'26 81. 72 • 
81 i2 DEC 15 '26 16.20- DEC 15'26 DEC 15'26 65.52 • 
65.52 DEC 16 '26 5.00- DEC 16'26 DEC 16'26 60.52 • 
60.52 DEC 17 '26 5.00- DEC 16 "26 DEC 16'26 60.52 • 
60.52 DEC 17 '26 14.55- DEC 17'26 DEC 17 '26 45.97 • 
45.97 DEC 18 '26 7.00- DEC 18'26 DEC 18'26 38.97 • 
38.97 DEC 20"26 35.00- DEC 20'26 DEC 20'26 3.97 • 
3.97 DEC 21 '26 24.00- DEC 21 '26 100.00 DEC 21 '26 69.97 • 

79.97 DEC 27'26 258.33 DEC 27'26 338.30 • 
338.30 DEC 28 '26 50.00- 24 00- 91 00- DEC 28'26 DEC 28'26 173.30 • 
173.30 DEC 29 '26 26.00- DEC 29'26 260.00 DEC 29'26 397 .30 • 
397 .30 DEC 31 '26 12.50- DEC 31 '26 DEC 31 '26 384.80 • 
384.80 JAN 3 '27 100.00- JAN 3 '27 JAN 3 '27 284.80 • 
284 .80 JAN 3 '27 50.00- JAN 3 '27 JAN 3 '27 234.80 • 
234.80 JAN 4 '27 6.25- 76 70- 33.25-

JAN 4 '27 21.50- JAN 4 '27 JAN 4 '27 97.10. 
97.10 JAN 4 '27 44.30- JAN 4 '27 JAN 4 '27 52.80 • 
52.80 .JAN 5 '27 4.50- JAN 5 '27 JAN 5 '27 48.30 • 
48.30 JAN 6 '27 46.80- JAN 6'27 JAN 6'27 1.50 • 
1.50 JAN 8 '27 1.00- JAN 8 '27 JAN 8'27 .50 • 

. 50 JAN 14 '27 6.24- JAN 14 '27 100.00 JAN 14 '27 94.26 • 
94.26 JAN 15 '27 10.50- JAN 15 '27 JAN 15 '27 83.76. 
83. 76 JAN 15 ·27 9.70- 30.00- 8.00- JAN 15 '27 100.00 

JAN 15 '27 21.00- JAN 15 '27 JAN 15 '27 115.06 • 
115 06 JAN 17'27 21.50- . JAN 17'27 JAN 17 '27 93 .56 • 
93.56 JAN 17'27 6.00- JAN 17 '27 JAN 17 '27 87 .56 • 
87.56 JAN 19'27 2 85- 8.50- JAN 19'27 JAN 19 '27 76.21 • 
76.21 JAN 20'27 11.00- JAN 20'27 JAN 20'27 65.21 • 
65.21 JAN 21 '27 12.50- JAN 21 '27 JAN 21 '27 • 52.71 • 
52. 71 JAN 24 '27 14.55- JAN 24 '27 JAN 24 '27 38.16 • 
38.16 JAN 26 '27 5.68- JAN 26'27 100.00 JAN 26'27 132.48 • 

132.48 JAN 31 '27 16.00- JAN 31 '27 JAN 31 '27 116.48 • 
116.48 FEB 1 '27 2.50- 3.75- FEB I '27 FEB I '27 110.23 • 
110.23 FEB 3 '27 221.52 FEB 3 '27 331. 75 • 
331. 75 FEB 4 '27 3.69- 10.00- FEB 4 '27 FEB 4 '27 317 .46 • 
317.46 FEB 5 '27 5.39- FEB 5 '27 FEB 6 '27 312.07 • 
312.07 FEB 5 '27 12.98- 26.90- 5.15- FEB 5 '27 FEB 5 '27 268.04 • 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 301 

8hoe&No. .•.••.... 

N-. .' .... J. T. ROBISON .......... 

AddNm .•••...•.•..•............ 

OldBellmae Dale Cheob in Del&il Date Depaoill Date New Balance 

------ ---------
Balaaoe brouch• r........i FEB 7'27 268.04 ------ ---------

7'27 17.01- t.llO- FEB 7"¥7 FEB 7'27 2'6.83 • 
,.6. 7'27 35.00-- FEB 7'27 FEB 7'27 211.83 • 
SU. 8'27 -6.15- 3.85- 1.9&- FEB 8'27 FEB 8'27 200.75 • 
llOO. 9'27 49.60-- 1.60-- FEB 9'27 FEB 9'27 H9.55 • 
149. 10'27 6.35 FEB 10'27 FEB 10'27 H3.20 • 
1411. 12'27 21.00-- 12.00-- 12.00-- FEB 12'27 12'27 88.20 • 
88. 12'27 75.00-- FEB 12'27 EB 12'27 23.20 • 
JI. 14'27 10.00-- FEB H'27 FEB 14'27 13.20. 
13. 14'27 e.oo-- FEB 14'27 FEB 14'27 7.20. 
7. 17'27 5.00-- FEB 17'27 FEB 17'27 2.20 • 
2. 1 '27 35.00-- MAR 1'27 208.33 MAR l '27 175.111 • 

176. 8'27 13.lt- MAR 3'27 MAR 3'27 162.43 • 
162.43 AR 3'27 20.00-- 8.00-- MAR 3'27 MAR 3'27 134.43 • 
114.43 MAR 4'27 10.llO-- MAR 4'27 MAR 4'27 124.llS • 
UU3 MAR 1'27 16.75- MAR 5'27 MAR 5' 107.43 • 
107.43 MAR 7'27 12.85- MAR 7'27 MAR 7'27 84.83 • 
M.88 ~111~~ 6.00-- MAR 8'27 MAR 8'27 88.83 • 
88.BB 5.31>- MAR 11 '27 MAR 11 '2 83.ff. 
88.M MAR 12' 4.St- MAR 12'27 MAR 12'27 78.M • 
78.M MAR 12'27 7.75- MAR 12'27 MAR 12'27 71.19 • 
71.19 MAR 18'27 2.67- MAR 16'27 MAR 16'27 68.lill • 
68.52 MAR 16'27 5.00-- MAR 16'27 MAR 16'27 63.52. 
03.82 APR 21'27 3.00-- APR 22'27 APR 22'27 60.113. 
6UI MAR 24'27 5.00-- MAR 2''27 MAR 24'27 55.&2 • 
IUll MAR 28'27 46.15- MAR 28'27 MAR 28'27 10.37. 
10.17 M&R'll9'27 9.7$-- MAR 19'27 MAR 19'27 .62 • 

. 61 APR 2'27 208.32 APR 2'27 208.85 • 
D.116 APR 4'27 1.00-- 11.60-- 1.00-- APR 4'27 APR 4'27 185.35 • 
185.Bli APR 4'27 5.00-- 50.00-- APR • '27 APR 4 '27 140.35 • 
M0.35 APR 5'27 3.05- H.- APR 5'27 APR 5'27 122.18 • 
133.18 APR 5'27 9.4&- APR 5'27 APR 5'27 112. 78 • 
112.78 APR 6'27 8.00-- APR 6'27 APR 8'27 106.78 • 
106.78 APR 7'27 5.00-- APR 7'27 APR 7'27 101. 78 • 
101.78 APR 13'27 5.31>- APR 13'27 APR 13'27 08.39. 
IUD APR 13'27 1.75- APR 13'27 APR 13'27 94.84 • 
M.84 APR 18'27 2.86- APR 18'27 APR 16'27 91.98 • 
81.88 APR 19''27 10.00-- APR 19'27 APR 19'27 81.99 • 
81.99 APR 20'27 2.85- APR 20'27 APR 20'27 79.H • 



302 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

Sheol No .. 

Name... J. T. ROBISON .. 

Addnm ... 

Old Balaiice Date Cbeeb io Detail Date Depooill Date NewllalaMt 

--- ---
Balaooe brou&hl forward APR 21 '27 79.14 ---

APR 21 ·27 1.5()- 5.10- APR 21 '27 APR 21 '27 72.M • 
72.54 APR 23 '27 APR 23 '27 APR 23 '27 22.M • 
22.M APR 23 '27 APR 23· .. APR 23 '27 72.M • 
72.M APR 26 ·21 4 .II()- APR 26'27 67 .64 • 
67.64 APR 28 ·27 1.52- APR 28'27 66.12 • 
66 12 APR 29 '27 7.36- 10.16-- 13.76--

APR 29 ·21 13.SO- APR 29 '27 21.07 • 
21.07 APR 29 '27 APR 29' .. APR 29 '27 21.07 • 
2107 APR 30"27 11.60- 2.5()- APR 30· .. APR 30'27 6.117 • 
6 97 APR 30'27 30.00- APR 30 '27 208.33 APR 30'27 185.30 • 

185 30 MAY 2 '27 18.40- MAY 2'27 166.90 • 
166 90 MAY 3 '27 3.27- 32.22- 2.88- MAY 3 '27 118.53 • 
118 53 MAY 3 '27 MAY 3 '27 25.00 MAY 3 '27 153.53 • 
153 53 MAY 4 '27 1.70- 50.00- 5.00- MAY 4 '27 96.83 • 
96.83 MAY 5 '27 100.00- MAY 5 '27 3.170D 

-3.17 MAY 6 '27 14.66-- MAY 6'27 17 .82 OD 
-17.82 MAY 6 '27 MAY 6'27 100.00 MAY 6 '27 82.18 • 

82 18 MAY 9'27 16.00- MAY 9'27 66.18. 
66.18 MAY 10"27 10.80- 10.00- MAY 10'27 45.38 • 
45.3R MAY 12'27 10.00- MAY 12'27 35.38 • 
35.38 MAY 13 "27 10.00- MAY 13'27 25.38. 
25.38 MAY 14 '27 3.56-- MAY 14 '27 21.83 • 
21.83 MAY 16 '27 5.00- 2.27- MAY 16'27 MAY 16'27 14.66 • 
14.56 MAY 16'27 3.90--- 10.00- MAY 16'27 MAY 16'27 .M • 

.66 MAY 31 '27 60.00- MAY 31 '27 268 .33 MAY 31 '27 208.99 • 
208. 99 JUN 1 '27 63.lS- JUN 1 '27 145.91 • 
145.81 JUN 10 '27 JUN 10'27 100.00 JUN 10 '27 245.81 • 
245.81 JUN 13 '27 4 50- 5.39- JUN 13 '27 235. 92 • 
235.92 JUN 14 '27 100.00- JUN 14 '27 135.92 • 
135.92 JUN 14 '27 8.50- 10.00- JUN 14'27 117 .42 • 
117.42 JUN 30"27 JUN 30'27 208.33 JUN 30'27 325.75. 
325. 75 JUL 1 '27 76.SO- JUL 1 '27 248.95 • 

r•8 95 JUL 6"27 100.00- JUL 6'27 148.95 • 
48.95 JUL 8 '27 6.39- JUL 8 '27 143.56 • 

143 .56 Al"G 3 '27 50.00- 6.09- AUG 3 '27 87 .47 • 
87.47 AUG 4 '27 67. 70-. AUG 4 '27 29. 77 • 
29.77 AUG 5 '27 3.75- AUG 5 '27 50.00 AUG 6 '27 76.02 • 
76 02 AUG 6 '2i AUG 6'27 208.33 AUG 6'27 284 .36 • 

284 .35 AUG 8 '2i 566-- AUG 8'27 278.70. 
278. 70 AUG 9 '27 5.39- 1.00- AUG 9'27 272.31 • 
272 .31 AUG 13 '27 21.00- AUG 13'27 251.31 • 



HOtrSE JOURNAL. 303 

Sheet No .......... 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ...... 

Address. . .............. 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date Depoeits Date New Balance 

------- -----------
Balance brought forward AUG 20'27 251.31 ------- -----------

AUG 20'27 2.00-- AUG 20'27 249.31 • 
249.31 AUG 23'27 55.00-- AUG 23 '27 194.31 • 
194.31 AUG 27'27 25.00--· AUG 27'27 169.31 • 
169.31 AUG 30'27 35.00-- AUG 30'27 134.31 • 
134.31 SEP I '27 10.00-- SEP 1 '27 124.31 • 
124.31 SEP 3 '27 SEP 3 '27 208.37 SEP 3 '27 332 .68 • 
332.68 SEP 3'27 17.25- SEP 3 '27 SEP 3 '27 315.43 • 
315. 6'27 5.311-- 5.23- SEP 6'27 304.81 • 
304. 7'27 90.00-- 32.43- 85.00-- SEP 7'27 SEP 7'27 97.38 • 
97. 8 '27 2.35- SEP 8'27 95.03 • 
95. 14 '27 25.00-- SEP 14'27 70.03 • 
70. 15 '27 3.50-- SEP 15 '27 SEP 15'27 66.53 • 
66. 15 '27 9.00-- SEP 15'27 57 .53 • 
57. 19'27 9.35- SEP 19'27 SEP 19'27 48.18 • 
48.1 20.27 40.00-- SEP 20'27 8.18 • 
8.18 SEP 21 '27 300.00 SEP 21 '27 308.18 • 

308.18 SEP 24 '27 16.50-- 21.68- SEP 24 '27 270.00 • 
270.00 SEP 27'27 • 11.00-- SEP 27'27 259.00 • 
259.00 SEP 28'27 30.00-- SEP 28'27 229.00 • 
229.00 OCT 1 '27 16.50-- OCT I '27 212.50. 
212.50 OCT 5'27 7 .5<1-- OCT 5 '27 205.00 • 
205.00 OCT 8'27 16.5<1-- OCT 8 '27 188.50. 
188.50 OCT 14'27 OCT 14'27 208.33 OCT 14 '27 396.83 • 
396.83 OCT 15'27 5.311-- OCT 15'27 363.69 • 
391.44 OCT 15'27 10.5<1-- 6.00-- 11.25- OCT 15'27 363.69 • 
363.69 OCT 18'27 14.91- OCT 18'27 348. 78 • 
348. 78 OCT 18'27 161.07 OCT 18'27 509.85. 
509.85 OCT 20'27 67.00-- OCT 20'27 442.85 • 
442.85 OCT 22'27 16.5<1-- • OCT 22'27 426.35 • 
426.35 OCT 24'27 37 .50-- OCT 24'27 388.85 • 
388.85 OCT 25 '27 25.00-- OCT 25'27 363.85 • 
388.85 OCT 25 '27 25.00-- OCT 25'27 363.85 • 
363.85 OCT 29'27 20.9<1-- OCT 29'27 342.95 • 
342.95 NOV 4'27 5.311-- NOV 4'27 337.56 • 
337 .56 NOV 5'27 58.511-- NOV 5 '27 278.97 • 
278.97 NOV 5 '27 16.5<1-- 20.00-- NOV 5 '27 NOV 5 '27 242 .47 • 
242 .47 NOV 8'27 '8,25- 5.4<1-- NOV 8 '27 NOV 8'27 228.82 • 
228.82 NOV 8 '27 NOV 8'27 261.69 • 
261.69 NOV 8'BC 32.87- 18.72- NOV 8 '27 210.11 • 
210.11 NOV 9'27 6.58- 186.00-- NOV 9'27 NOV 9'27 17.53 • 
17.53 NOV 10'27 NOV 10'27 208.33 NOV 10'27 225.86 • 

225.86 NOV 10'27 100.00-- NOV 10'27 125.86 • 
125.86 NOV 12'27 18.0G-- 16.5<1-- NOV 12 '27 NOV 12'27 91.36 • 

91.36 NOV 15'27 18.00-- 43.05- NOV 15'27 30.31 • 
30.31 NOV 15'27 16.5<1-- NOV 15'27 13.81 • 



30-i HOUSE JOURNAL. 

8b..i No. 

Name J. T. ROBI80N .. 

Ad~ 

Olde.i.- Dal< Cboeb in Detail IMle DopaoiW Dale Nn..._ 

------- ---
Bala- broucbl lorwud NOV 16'27 13.81 

-------- ---
NOV 16'27 NOV l&'• NOV 16'27 II.II • 

13 81 NOV 17 '27 IO 5()- NOV 17'27 I.II • 
3 31 NOV ·~ Dll 25 NOV 18'27 3.0I. 
3.06 NOV 211'27 I 311- NOV 29'27 1.71 • 
I 71 DEC 2 '27 47 5()- DEC 2'27 U.33 DEC 2'27 1111.M • 

1112 64 DEC 3 '27 DEC 3'27 144.M • 
144 64 DEC 3 '27 10 5()- 6.00- DEC 3 '27 1:18.0f • 
128 04 DF..C 3 '27 DEC a· .. DEC 3'27 HG.Of • 
146 04 DEC 6 '27 41 74- DEC 6'27 104.IO • 
104 30 DEC 7 '27 2 23- DEC 7'27 DEC 7 '27 lOJ.07 • 
102 07 DEC 8 '27 5.31>- DEC 8'27 DEC 8'27 ff.es• 
" 68 DEC 9'27 18 00- DEC 9'27 78.es. 
78 6& DEC 9'27 10 00- DEC 9'27 DEC 9'27 781.es • 

788 68 DEC 9 . .., DEC 9'27 61.es • 
63 68 DEC 9'27 DEC 9· .. DEC 9 '27 es.es • 
ll8 68 DEC 10'27 7 88- DEC 10'27 tl0.80. 
60 80 DEC 14 '27 II 6$- DEC 14 '27 49.16. 
49 15 DEC 14 '27 DEC 14 '27 71.16 DEC 14 '27 120.30 • 

120 30 DEC 16 Dll 71 15- DEC 16'27 49.11 • 
4t.16 DEC 15 '27 30 00- DEC 16 '27 It.II • 
It 15 DEC 16'27 DEC 16'oc DEC 16'27 19.16 • 
19 16 DEC It Dll 211- DEC 1''27 18.tlO • 

18 '° DEC 24 '27 16 5()- DF.c 24 '27 2.40 • 
2 40 DEC 27 '27 100 00- DF.c 27'27 208.33 DF.c 27'27 110. 73 • 

110 73 DEC 28 '27 40 00- DEC 28'27 70.73 • 
70 73 DEC 30'27 23. llO- DEC 30'27 46.83 • 
46 83 JAN 4 '28 9811- JAN 4 '28 38.1111 • 
36 t8 JAN 4 '28 30 00- JAN 4 '28 JAN 4'28 6.1111 • 
6.98 JAN 7 '28 JAN 7 '28 JAN 7 '28 69.18 • 

59 38 JA!i 7 'llC JAN 7'28 6.1111. 
6 98 JAN g '28 JAN 9'oc JAN 9'28 6.118. 
6 D8 JAN 12 '28 5 31>- JAN 12'28 1.59. 
I 59 JAN 27 Dll 5~ JAN 27 '28 1.09 • 
1.09 JAN 31 '28 208 33 JAN 31 '28 209.42 • 

209 421FEB 2 '28 10 00- FEB 2'28 199.42. 
199 42 FEB 3 '28 15 52- FEB 3'28 1113.tlO• 
183 00 FEB 3 '28 20 00- FEB 3'28 163.tlO • 
16.'I 00 FEB 4 '28 15 00- FEB 4'28 148.tlO • 
148 UO'FEB 6 '28 9 00- FEB 6'28 139.tlO • 

139 t0\FEB 7 '28 32 00- FEB 7 '28 FEB 7 '28 107.llO • 
107 UO FEB 8 '28 14 3~ 16.89- FEB 8'28 76.71 • 

~; rnn~: 9'28 4 211- FEB 9'28 72 45 • 
10'28 24 00- 23 911- FEB 10'28 24.50. 

24 SOiFEB 10 '28 10 00- FEB 10'28 FEB 10'28 14 50 • 

14 501FEB 11 '28 3 71- FEB 11 '28 FEB 11 '28 10 79 • 
10 79 FEB II '28 8 211- FEB II '28 2 14 • 
2 54 n:e 17 '281 20 00- FEB 17 '28 17 46 FEB 17 '28 00. 

I 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 305 

Sheet No ......... . 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ..... . 

Addnso .......... . 

Oldllalanee Date Cheeks in Detail Date Depooits Date New Balance 

---
Balance brought forwani --- ---

FEB 29'28 9.00- 7.00- 16.78- FEB 29'28 208.33 FEB 29'28 176.55 • 
176.55 MAR 1 '28 18.21-- MAR 1 '28 167.34 • 
157 .34 MAR 3'28 80.76-'- MAR 3'28 76.69 • 
76.59 MAR 5'28 3.00- MAR 5'28 73.59 • 
73.59 MAR 14'28 35.00- MAR 14'28 MAR 14'28 38.69 • 
38.59 MAR 21 '28 11.26- MAR 21'28 MAR 21 '28 27 .34 • 
27.34 APR 4'28 APR 4'28 208.33 APR 4 '28 236.67 • 

230.67 APR 6'28 32.76- 14.86- APR 6'28 188.00 • 
188.00 APR 7'28 5.00- APR 7'28 183.00 • 
183.06 APR 7'28 14.00- APR 7'28 169.06 • 
169.06 APR 10'28 8.03-- APR 10'28 APR 18'28 161.02 • 
161.02 APR 12'28 5.39-- APR 12'28 155.63 • 
155.68 APR 13'28 6.00- APR 13'28 APR 13'28 IS0.63 • 
160.68 APR 13'28 25.00- APR 13'28 APR 13'28 125.63 • 
125.68 APR 14'28 3.75- APR 14'28 121.88 • 
121.88 APR 19'28 25.00- APR 19'28 96.88 • 
96.88 APR 19'28 23.17-- APR 19'28 73.71 • 
73.71 APR 27'28 11.26- APR 27'28 62.46 • 
62.46 MAY 1 '28 10.00- MAY I '28 52.46 • 
52.46 MAY 2'28 25.00- MAY 2'28 208.33 MAY 2'28 235. 79 • 

235.79 MAY 4'28 107.'n- 5.39-- MAY 4 '28 122.68 • 
122.68 MAY 5'28 25.00- MAY 5'28 97.68 • 
97.68 MAY 7'28 3.IG- MAY 7'28 94.68 • 
94.68 MAY 9'28 23.38- MAY 9'28 71.20 • 
71.20 MAY 10'28 2.00- MAY 10'28 69.20 • 
69.20 MAY 11'28 25.00- MAY 11 '28 44.20 • 
44.20 MAY 12'28 10.00- MAY 12'28 34.20 • 
34.20 MAY 13'28 6.00- MAY 14'28 28.20. 
28.20 MAY 15'28 10.00- . MAY 15'28 18.20 • 
18.20 MAY 16'28 10.00- MAY 26'28 8.20 • 

882.20 MAY 28'28 10.00- MAY 28'28 10.00 MAY 28'28 8.20. 
8.20 MAY 28'28 10.00- MAY 28'28 1.80 OD 

--1.80 MAY 31'28 MAY 31 '28 208.33 MAY 31 '28 206.63 • 
206.63 JUN 2'28 100.00- JUN 2'28 106.63 • 
106.63 JUN 5 '28 86.05-- JUN 5'28 JUN 5'28 20.48 • 
20.48 JUL 3 '28 7.97-- 10.00- JUL 3'28 208.33 JUL 3 '28 210.84 • 

220.48 JUL 5'28 50.00- JUL 6'28 JUL 5'28 160.84 • 
160.84 JUL 7'28 23.75- JUL 7'28 JUL 7'28 137 .09 • 
137 .09 JUL 9'28 2.26- JUL 9'28 134.84 • 
134.84 JUL 10'28 2.5()- 12.5()- JUL 10'28 300.00 JUL 10'28 419.84 • 
419.84 JUL 11 '28 6.5G- JUL 11 '28 JUL 11 '28 414.34 • 
414.34 JUL 12'28 22.5G- 17.5()- JUL 12'28 JUL 12'28 374.34 • 
374.34 JUL 13'28 7,5()- JUL 13'28 JUL 13 '28 368.84 • 
3&6.84 JUL 14'28 20.00- 10.00- JUL 14 '28 JUL 14 '28 336.84 • 
336.84 JUL ins 300.00 JUL 18'28 636.84 • 
686.84 JUL 19'28 100.00- JUL 19'28 JUL 19'28 636.84 • 
636.84 JUL 20'28 8.5()- JUL 20'28 380.00 JUL 20'28 908.34 • 
908.34 JUL 20'28 60.00- JUL 20'28 848.34 • 



306 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

Sheet No. 

Name J. T. ROBISON .. 

Add ...... 

OldBalan"" Dntr I Checks in Detail I~ Depooi!B Date New Balance 

-----~-
Ralance brought Conran:I JUL 21 '28 848 34 ------- ---

JUL 21 '28 50.00 JUL 21 '28 898.H • 
898.34 JUL 21 '28 4.50- 8.25- JUL 21 '28 885.59 • 
885.59 JUL 23 '28 5 00- JUL 23 '28 ~0.59 • 
880.59 JUL 23 '38 JUL 23 '28 52.00 JUL 23 '28 932.59 • 
932 .59 JUL 24 '28 24 00- JUL 24 '28 907 .99 • 
907. 99 JUL 25 '28 100 00- 30.00-- 43 65- JUL 25•28 734.34 • 
734 .34 JUL 25 '28 277 20- JUL 25 '28 457.14. 
4S7 .14 JUL 30 '28 100 00- JUL 30'28 80.00 JUL 30'28 437 .14 • 
437 .14 JUL 30'28 500.00 JUL 30'28 937.14. 
937 .14 J1JL 31 '28 25 00- 5.00-- 150.00-- JUL 31 '28 JUL 31 '28 757.14 • 
757 .14 AUG 1 '28 208.33 AUG 1 '28 965.47 • 
965.47 Al'G 2 "28 AUG 2 '28 50.00 AUG 2'28 1,015.47 • 

1.015.47 AUG 2 '28 50.00-- AUG 2 '28 965.47 • 
963.47 AUG 3 '28 25 93- 24 .00-- 3 00-- AUG 3 '28 912.54 • 
912.54 AUG 4 '28 19.05-- 35 00-- AUG 4 '28 858.49 • 
858.49 AUG 4 '28 20.00- AUG 4 '28 838.49 • 
838. 49 AUG 6 '28 25.00- AUG 6'28 813.49 • 
813 .49 Al'G 6 '28 20.00- AUG 6'28 793.49 • 
793 .49 Al'G 7 "28 5 24- 46 33- AUG 7 '28 741.92 • 
741. 92 AUG 8 '28 200 00- 3 90-- 7.20- AUG 8 '28 530.82 • 
530.82 AUG 9 '28 AUG 9 '28 50.00 AUG 9 '28 580.82 • 
580.82 AUG 10'28 5 311--- AUG 10'28 575.43 • 
575 .43 AUG 10'28 50.00 AUG 10'28 625 .43 • 
625.43 AUG 11 '28 25.00- 52.00-- AUG 11 '28 548.43 • 
548.43 AUG 11 "28 21.00- 5 00-- 5 .00-- AUG 11 ·28 548.43 • 

AUG 11 '28 26 41!--- 22 50- AUG 11 '28 468.34 • 
468.45 AVG 14 "28 30.00- 5.00-- AUG 14 '28 433.45 • 
433 .45 AUG 14 '28 15.00- 23 54- AUG 14 '28 394 91 • 
394.91 AUG 15 '28 5.00- 26 71!--- 121.211---

AUG 15 "28 15.15-- AUG 15 '28 225.69 • 
225.69 AUG 17 '28 4.50- 6 30- AUG 17 '28 214. 89 • 
214.89 AUG 18 '28 20.00- 140.00-- AUG 18'28 54.89 • 
54.89 AVG 20'28 10.00- 30 00- 10 so-

AUG 20'28 23. 95-- AUG 20'11C 23 95 AUG 20'28 4.09 • 
4.09 AUG 21 '28 100.00- 5.00- 5.00-

AUG 21 '28 35.00- 30.00- 5.00---
Al'G 21 '28 5 00- 5 00- AUG 21 '28 200.00 AUG 21 '28 14.09 • 

14.09 AUG 22 '28 140- 10 00- 5.00- AUG 22 '28 350 00 
AUG 22 '28 32.50- AUG 22 '28 315.19 • 

315.19 AUG 22 '28 5.00- 10 00- 10.00---
AUG 22'28 10.00- 15 00- AUG 22 '28 265.19 • 

265.19 AUG 23 '28 AUG 23 '28 265.19. 
265.19 AUG 23 '28 6.6o- 10 00- AUG 23 '28 AUG 23 '28 248.59 • 
248.59 AUG 23 '28 10.00- AUG 23 '28 238.59 • 
238.59 AUG 24 '28 25.00- AUG 24 '28 AUG 24 '28 213.59 • 
213.59 AUG 24 '28 10.00- AUG 24 '28 203.59 • 
203.59 AUG 27 '28 23 95-- AUG 27 '28 179.64 • 
179.64 AVG 28 '28 22 05- AUG 28 '28 157.59 • 
157.58 AUG 29 '28 14 37- Al:G 29 '28 143 .22 • 
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Sheet No ......... . 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ... . 

Address ................... .. 

Old Balance Date Checks in Detail Date DePoSila Date New Balance 

--- ---
Balance brought forward AUG 30'28 143.22 ---

AUG 30'28 27.56- AUG 30'28 115.66 • 
115.66 AUG 31 '28 2.00- 30.40- AUG 31 '28 83 .26 • 
83.26 AUG 31 '28 10.00- AUG 31 '28 73 .26 • 
73.26 AUG 31 '28 25.00- AUG 31 '28 208.37 AUG 31 '28 256.63 • 

256.63 SEP l '28 5.00- 12.70- 10.00-
SEP l '28 20.00- SEP 1 '28 165.00 SEP 1 '28 373 .113 • 

373.113 SEP 3 '28 165.36- 2.SO- 8.63-
SEP 3 '28 9.85- SEP 3 '28 SEP 3 '28 187 .49 • 

187.49 SEP 5 '28 2.00- 10.00- SEP 5 .,,. SEP 5 '28 175.49 • 
175.49 SEP 6'28 1.50- SEP 6'28 173.99 • 
173.99 SEP 7'28 1.25- SEP 7'28 SEP 7'28 172. 74 • 
172.74 SEP 8'28 2.00- SEP 8 '28 170. 74 • 
170.74 SEP 10'28 2.20- SEP 10'28 168.54 • 
168.54 SEP 11 '28 SEP 11 'llC SEP 11 '28 168.54 • 
168.54 SEP 26'28 40.00- SEP 26'28 128.54 • 
128.54 OCT l '28 25.00- OCT l '28 208.33 OCT 1 '28 311.87 • 
311.87 OCT l '28 25.00- OCT l '28 286.87 • 
286.87 OCT 2'28 49.113- OCT 2'28 236.94 • 
236.94 OCT 2'28 5.00- 16.07- OCT 2 '28 215.87 • 
215.87 OCT 3 '28 50.00- OCT 3 '28 165.87 • 
165.87 OCT 4'28 6.00- OCT 4 '28 OCT 4 '28 159.87 • 
159.87 OCT 5'28 1.20- OCT 5 '28 158.67 • 
158.67 OCT 6 '28 2.08- 2.00- OCT 6 '28 154.59 • 
154.59 OCT 8'28 25.00- OCT 8 '28 129.59 • 
129.59 OCT 9'28 5.39- 20.00- OCT 9 '28 104.20 • 
104.20 OCT 13'28 24.00- OCT 13 '28 80.20 • 
80.20 OCT 15'28 1.10- OCT 15 '28 79.10 • 
79.10 OCT 16'28 7.00- OCT 16 '28 72.10 • 
72.10 OCT 17'28 16.29- OCT 17 '28 55.81 • 
55.81 OCT 17'28 6.50- 25.00- OCT 17'28 24.31 • 
24.31 OCT 20'28 11.12- OCT 20'28 OCT 20'28 13.19 • 
13.19 OCT 31 '28 208.33 OCT 31 '28 221.52 • 

221.52 NOV 3 '28 27.83- NOV 3'28 1113.69 • 
1113.69 NOV 3 '28 15.50- NOV 3 '28 NOV 3 '28 178.19 • 
178.19 NOV 5'28 15.00- 8.00- NOV 5 '28 NOV 5 '28 155.19 • 
155.19 NOV 7'28 15.00- 6.53- NOV 7'28 133.66 • 
133.66 NOV 9'28 25.00- NOV 9'28 NOV 9'28 108.66 • 
108.66 NOV 10'28 33.00- NOV 10'28 75.66 • 
75.66 NOV 10'28 16.40- NOV 10'28 59.26 • 
79.26 NOV 13'28 2.75- NOV 13 '28 56.51 • 
56.51 NOV 14'28 6.19- NOV 14'28 50.32 • 
50.32 NOV 16'28 53.00- NOV 16'28 11.00 NOV 16'28 8.32 • 
8.32 NOV 20'28 2.07- NOV 20'28 NOV 20'28 6.25 • 
6.25 DEC 3 '28 5.00- DEC 3 '28 208.33 DEC 3 '28 209.58 • 

209.58 DEC 3'28 50.00- DEC 3 '28 159.58 • 
159.58 DEC 4'28 12.39- DEC 4 '28 147.19 • 
147.19 DEC 5 '28 5.39- 3.00- 4.10- DEC 4 '28 147.19. 

DEC 5'28 3.00- DEC 5 '28 131. 70 • 
131.70 DEC 5'28 8.00- DEC 5'28 123.70. 
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Sheet No .... 

Name ...... J. T. ROBISON ...... . 

Addrem. 

OldBalanee Date Cheeks in Detail Date Depooito Date New Balance 

---
Balance bro111ht forward DEC 6 '26 123. 79 

--- ---
DEC 6 '28 10.55- DEC 6'28 113.15. 

113.15 DEC 6 '28 20.00- DEC 6'28 93.15 • 
93.15 DEC 7 '28 6.74- DEC 7 '28 DEC 7'28 86.41 • 
86.41 DEC 8 '28 6.50- 21.77- DEC 8'28 58.14 • 
58.14 DEC 12 '28 6.14- DEC 12'28 52.00 • 
52.00 DEC 13 '28 25.00- DEC 13'28 27 .00 • 
27.00 DEC 15'28 7.00- DEC 15'28 DEC 16'28 20.00"" 
20.00 DEC 20'28 3.SO- DEC 20'28 16.20. 
16.20 DEC 21 '28 DEC 21 '28 208.33 DEC 21 '28 224.153 • 

224.53 DEC 22'28 25.00- 5.00- DEC 22'28 194.153 • 
194.53 DEC 26'28 24.SO- 11.00- 21.SO- DEC 26'28 137 .23 • 
137 .23 DEC 27'28 12.SO- DEC 27'28 124.73 • 
124.73 JAN 2'29 50.00- JAN 2'29 JAN 2'29 747.73 • 
74. 73 JAN 3 '29 28.48-- 44.98-- JAN 3 '29 1.27 • 
1.27 JAN 3 '29 16.50- 15.00- JAN 3 .. 31.50 JAN 3 '29 1.27 • 
1.27 JAN 8 '29 15.00- JAN 8 '29 50.00 JAN 8 '29 36.27 • 

36.27 JAN 12 '29 16.SO- 5.31>- JAN 12 '29 14.38 • 
14.38 JAN 24 Dm . SO- JAN 24 '29 JAN 24 '29 13.88 • 
13.88 FEB 4 '29 308.33 FEB 4 '29 322.21 • 

322.21 FEB 5 '29 13.92- 9.00- FEB 5 '29 299.29 • 
299.29 FEB 5 '29 5.00- FEB 5 '29 FEB 5 '29 294.29 • 
294.29 FEB 6'29 5.00- FEB 6 '29 289.29 • 
289.29 FEB 6'29 25. 9()- FEB 6'29 263 .39 • 
263.39 FEB 8 '29 41.00- 9.45- FEB 8 '29 FEB 8 '29 212.94 • 
212.94 FEB 11 '29 28.31- 75.00- FEB 11 '29 109.63 • 
109.63 FEB 11 '29 10.00- FEB 11 '29 99.63 • 
99.63 FEB 13 '29 10.00- 5 .31>- FEB 13 '29 84.24 • 
84.24 FEB 16'29 14.83 FEB 16'29 99.07 • 
99.07 FEB 16 '29 5.00- FEB 16 '29 FEB 16 '29 94.07 • 
94.07 FEB 19'29 10.SO- FEB 19'29 83.57 • 
83.57 FEB 19'29 10.00- FEB H'29 73.57 • 
73.57 FEB 20'29 5.00- FEB 20'29 68.57 • 
68.57 FEB 21 '29 3.13- FEB 21 '29 llS.44 • 
llS.40 
llS.44 FEB 21 '29 6.SO- FEB '2129 58.94 • 
58.94 FEB 23 '29 32.00- FEB 23 '29 26.94 • 
26.94 FEB 26 '29 3.00- FEB 26 '29 FEB 26'29 23.94 • 
23.94 FEB 28'29 10.00- FEB 28'29 208.33 FEB 28 '29 222.27 • 

222.27 FEB 28 '29 22.00- FEB 28 '29 200.27 • 
200.27 MAR 1 '29 4.75- 10.00- 34.50-

MAR I '29 23.45- MAR 1 '29 MAR l '29 127 .57 • 
127 .57 MAR 4 '29 20.00- MAR 4 '29 107 .57 • 

The question was taken upon the motion to recess until 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morning, and the motion prevailed. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1929. 

MORNING SESSION. 

Mr. Woodruff of Wise: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House now resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole, and 
continue with this investigation. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Wise now moves that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
to continue with this investigation. All 
those in favor of the motion say "Yea." 
(Cries of "Yea.") Those opposed, "No." 
The "Yeas" have it. 

Mr. Webb of Ector: Mr. Speaker, is 
there a quorum present? 

The Speaker: There has been no roll 
call this morning. There was a quorum 
last night when there was a roll call. 

Mr. Webb: I want a roll call. 
The Speaker: It comes too late. The 

-last roll call was last night. Mr. Webb, 
I will say this: I don't mean to cut you 
off "from roll call at all, but I just want 
to kind of follow the rules. 

Mr. Wallace of Freestone: Mr. 
Speaker, point of inquiry. Roll call on 
what? What is the purpose? 

Mr. Purl of Dallas: Roll call on what, 
Mr. Chairman? I just got in this morn
ing, and I want to know what they are 
all shooting about here. 

The Speaker: The gentleman makes 
the point of order there is no quorum 
present. At the last roll call there was 
a quorum present, and we don't have 
anything, nothing has developed to show 
a lack of quorum. You are now in the 
Committee. 

Mr. Purl: And we will not be per
mitted to have a roll call? 

The Speaker: Not at this time; not 
until the first opportunity when the vote 
comes. 

Senator Price: Mr. Speaker. 
The. _Speaker : Senator Price. 
Senator Price: It is very apparent 

here that probably not over one-half of 
the membership of this House is present. 
The majority of this House voted this 
resolution for an investigation, and the 
majority have heard the testimony of the 
prosecution. Now, we have two or three 
important witnesses this morning, and, 
in all fairness, I think that the re
spondent ought to have the right to have 
at least a majority of the members of 
this House here to hear his testimony. 
It is not right for the jury that is going 
to pass on these matters, to cast their 
vote, without having heard our defense 
in• this matter. We have no desire to 
hinder this proceeding or to delay it, but 

we do feel that we ought to have the 
benefit of all hearing it. It is only fair, 
in due process of law, that the judges 
and jurors who are going to pass on this 
matter should 11ear the defendant's testi
mony as well as that of the prosecution. 
We do not desire to proceed on account 
of these facts. 

Mr. Cox of Lamar: 
The Speaker: The 

Lamar. 

Mr. Speaker. 
gentleman from 

Mr. Cox: Now, Mr. Speaker, I want 
to endorse everything Mr. Price says here 
this morning. I think the witnesses 
that are subpoenaed to appear before 
this committee or this jury are the most 
important witnesses to be put on the 
stand here. I think that the committee 
that is going to pass on the guilt or in
nocence of the respondent in this case 
ought to hear the testimony of most of 
the witnesses that are going to come 
before this committee during this trial. 

Mr. Webb of Ector: I make a motion 
that the committee rise, report progress, 
and ask permission to adjourn until IO 
o'clock Monday morning. 

A Member: You mean recess. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Ector moves that the committee rise, re
port. progress, and ask permission to 
take a recess until I 0 o'clock Monday 
morning. 

Mr. Pope of Jones: Mr. Speaker, I 
want to propound this inquiry: I 
think we ought to reach some kind of 
-in agreement here by which we can quit 
fooling and messing around about this 
investigation. I want to make this in
quiry: Is there not some way by which 
we can demand a quorum to be in this 
court, s<>· tJ-.at we can conclude the mat
ter that we have under investigation! 

The Speaker: . Yes, sir. 
Mr. Pope: I make that motion, that 

we either go ahead and do something 
or quit. 

Voices: Let's quit. 
Mr. Pope: If we are not going to 

complete the investigation, let's quit. 
Mr. Harding: Mr. Speaker, will the 

gentleman yield? 
The Speaker: Will the gentleman 

yield to Mr. Harding? 
Mr. Pope: I will yield if he wants 

me to. 
The Speaker: I want to answer the 

gentleman from Jones. If I read the 
rule correctly there, we can bring all the 
members here in this House, yes, if this , 
House will do it. But this House will 
not do it. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman. 
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The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas. 

l\Ir. Purl: It was spoken a few mo· 
ments ago that all the members of the 
House ought to hear the testimony or 
quit. and I eoneur with it. I agree with 
it. I don"t undpr,;tand whether he had 
reff'rC'Til'l" to the work of ~t'YPntv-:dx here 
or the entire working body.· As you 
know. Wt' asked the peoplP to come 
down hen•. About fortv haven't been 
down hNt' nrv much. ·r take it that 
l\Ir. Price refers to the working body of 
this committee. and I believe that there 
an• in tlu• eih· of Austin around one 
hundred members, and I believe if we 
should have one hundred members in the 
House, Senator Price would agree that 
that i,; about as mueh as is humanly 
possible. I don"t think we could bring 
one hundred and fiftv nll'mhers here. 
I want to ask the Chair if it is possible 
to move for a call of the committee for 
thf' purpo~e of f.ePuring a quorum. 

The Speaker: Yes. sir. 
:\Ir. Will the gentleman 

yield 1 
Till' ~pcaker: \Viii the gentleman 

from Dallas vie Id 1 
l\Ir. Purl: ·I yield. 
ll!r. --- : :\Ir. Speaker, don't you 

think that due to the faet that this is the 
end of the week, don"t you think that the 
members who are ahsent now have gone 
to their homes. and it would be impos
sible to obtain a quorum? 

:\fr. Purl: I don't know. I know we 
had the lark of a quorum yesterday, and 
~ent tlu.• ~l'rgeant-at-Arms out, anrl I 
don"t think a single man eame in. Now, 
if the House wants to recess until :llon
day. it suits me fine. ~ow, here is the 
situation, :llr. Chairman. that this House 
is in. and I think this-I am trying to 
express thi~ in a faiT and in1partial 
manner, to the be,;t of mv abilitv. 
Charges han bt•en made against .J. T. 
Robison. and the proponent< of the House 
ha,·e put their testimony on. I •ubmit 
that Mr. Robison is either guilty of 
these charges or he is innocent, and if 
he is innocent he should have a full ex
onPration of it. an<! I think for that 
reason we should go on with it and not 
leave it up in the air. Now. we have 
a ~erioui;; duty to perfonn. We owe it 
to Mr. Robi><on either to exonerate him 
or go through with it to the end, re
gardless of the cost and time. Now, it 
is Saturdav, and I think we should find 
soml• way ;rnd somt• means. Ro that when 
we do get on this rase :llonday we can 
carry it right through to a conclusion. 

Mr. ---: Isn't it a faet that most 

of the members of this House live a long 
ways from here and haven•t been here, 
and we have men right here now that 
we haven't been having here during most 
of the time of this investigation? 

lllr. Purl: I don't think there are any 
in the hall right now, but are inside. 
While I am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, I 
want to ask, if it is not provided by 
thP mies. if we cannot amPnd the rules 
to provide for mailing to earh county 
clerk of this State a certified copy of 
the a ttendanre of the members. in order 
that the people and that the opponents 
might go to the clerk and find out how 
they attended the Legislature 1 

:llr. Tillotson from Austin: If there 
is a quorum of the membership in the 
city. they can probably be brought here 
in forty-five minutes. If this commit
te<' gors on l"nll now. we might stand 
at ease now. 

The Speaker: All present please reg
i,.tcr. :llr. Graves of Williamson is pres
ent. All right. Colonel Strong, you had 
better eome and register. \Ye have lots 
of time, so the clerk will call the roll. 

(The clerk thereupon called the roll 
at 9: 52 o'clock a. m.) 

Mr. Woodall of Harrison: Mr. 
~peaker. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Harrison. 

l\Ir. Woodall: Mr. Speaker, since 
calling the roll, there are many mem
bers in town and I have no doubt we 
can get a quorum. And as far as I am 
concerned. I belie,·e that the constitu
ents of every man in this Legislature 
l1aYe the right to express and demand 
Ids attendance on the sessions of this 
Legislature. For that reason, Mr. 
Chairman, if it is in order, I move a 
call to secure a quorum. 

A Member: Call of the Committee? 
:llr. Woodall: Call of the Committee. 
The Speaker: Is the call seconded 1 

The call is seconded. All in favor of 
the call of the Committee for the pur
post of securing a quorum say "aye." 
(Cries of "aye.") Opposed, "no." The 
.. ayes" have it. 

All right, a quorum is present. we 
have a quorum here now. Xow, then, 
do you all call the Committee until 12 
n'<'lock? As manv as are in favor of the 
motion will say ,;aye." (Cries of "aye.") 
Those opposed, will say "no . ., The 
"aves" have it and the Committee is 
m;der call until 12 ,>'clock. Mr. SPr
geant-at-Arms, see that the doors lead
ing into the House are secured, and go 
put into the city and bring in the ab
sent members who are not sick. 
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Mr. Cox: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Lamar. 
Mr. Cox: Mr. Speaker, I want to 

move that the Sergeant-at-Arms of this 
House be instructed, and I want to move 
that the Chairman of this Committee 
instruct the Sergeant-at-Arms to wire 
every member of this House who is ab
sent to be here Monday morning or send 
a doctor's certificate showing he is un
able to be here. 

The Speaker: As many as favor this 
motion-

Mr. Purl: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Purl: I want to amend the mo

tion, to change "Sergeant-at-Arms" to 
"'Chairman." 

Mr. Cox: I accept that amendment. 
The Speaker: .A~l in favor of the 

motion will say "a.ye." {Cries of "aye.") 
Those opposed, "no." There being 
ninety-eight "ayes" and two "noes," the 
Chairman will comply. The Committee 
will now be in order. 

Senator Price: Are you ready to 
proceed? · 

The Speaker: Yes, just as soon as I 
can get a little better order. Now, 
gentlemen, please get located so that 
we can proceed without much noise. 

Mr. DeWolfe of Mills: Mr. Chair
man, I would like to move that the 
Committee reconsider the vote by which 
the Chairman of the Committee was 
ordered to wire the absent members to 
be here Monday. It looks to me like 
that is a foolish expenditure of money. 
If. these men are able to be here, they 
will be here. 

Mr. Purl: I move to table the 
motion. 

The Speaker: The question is on the 
motion to table the ·motion to recon
sider. .As many as are in favor will 
say "aye"-

Mr. DeWolfe: Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen of the Committee-All I 
have to say is this: It is just simply 
spending money unnecessarily. If these 
men could possibly be here, why, they 
are going to be here without any wire. 
If they are off on any important busi
ness, the fact that you send them a 
wire is not going to bring them here. 
Tf the committee wants to spend that 
money-

Mr. Purl: Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. Williams of Travis: Don't you 
think that court business is more im
portant business than personal? 

Mr. DeWolfe: I don't know. 

Mr. Purl: Will the gentleman yield! 
Mr. DeWolfe: Yes. 
Mr. Purl: Mr. DeWolfe, we passed a 

bill, this Legislature, making it manda
tory on a judge to continue a case if a 
member of the Legislature is chief coun
sel. Furthermore, we passed an amend
ment here, giving each member $15 for 
telegraphic and phone messages. I 
would be willing to have charged two 
of those telegrams to my account. 

Mr. DeWolfe: I believe they should 
send them collect. 

{The Speaker put the motion to table 
the motion to reconsider, and the motion 
to table prevailed.) 

The Speaker : Let's all be in order. 
111. ---: I just want to say, if 

it is necessary, you can use $10 of my 
account to send these telegrams. I am 
not going to use any of it. 

The Speaker: .All right. 
Mr . .Albritton of DeWitt: Mr. Chair

man, you can use $15 of my phone 
money, if you want to. 

The Speaker: All right. Now, gen
tlemen of the Committee, we are under 
call until 12 o'clock, and counsel for 
respondent report they have several im
portant witnesses, and if you will give 
give good attention I am sure we can 
get in this testimony and move that far 
a!ong in this investigation. Now, who 
is the next witness? 

Senator Price: Dr. J. M. Robison. 

The respondent called Dr. J. M. Robi
son, who was sworn by the Speaker and 
who testified as follows: 

Direct Examination. 

{Questions by Senator Price) : 
Q. State your name, Dr. Robison. 
.A. J. M. Robison. 
Q. Where do you live, Dr. Robison? 
A. Houston, Texas. 
Q. How long have you lived in 

Houston? 
A. Five years and two-three months. 
Q. What is your profession or call

ing? 
A. I am a physician and surgeon, 

specializing in the diseases of the eye, 
ear, nose and throat. 

Q. .Are you a graduate of any medi
cal school or college? 

A. Of the University of Texas, in 
1920. 

Q. Row long have you been prac
ticing? 

A I have been active in the prac
tice of medicine since April 4, 1925-
no, 1924. · 

Q. 1924? How long have you been 
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practicing as a specialist in eye, ear, 
nose and throat diseases-all that 
time! 

A. Yes, all of that time. Of eourse. 
I was in preparatory work for about 
four years previous to April, 1924. 

Q. That is, as an interne? 
A. Interne in a hospital. 
Q. Where! 
.A. New York. 
Q. Are yon related to Land Commis· 

sioner J. T. Robison? 
A. Ye•. sir, I am his eldest sou. 
Q. How many brothers and sisters 

have you, Doctor? 
A. · l have one brother lh·ing and one 

brother dead. and one sister dead. 
Q. \Yhere did ~·ou lire, Doctor, be

fore going to Houston? 
A. I liwd in Austin until 191:.. 
Q. WIH're were you horn, Dr. Hohi

son Y 
·\. In Austin. Texas. 
Q Do yon recall. IJr. Robison. the 

ocea~ion when your fatht•r was taken 
ill at Del Hio. in ,July or August. l!l2.i? 

A. Yes. I do. The hest I renwmher. 
it was the latter part of August, 192.i. 

Q. Were you Ji,·ing- at Houst"n at 
that time? 

.A. Yes. I was praeti('ing medicine 
there tlwn. 

tJ. How did you fiud out that your 
father was ill? 

A. By a telephnrw tnt>ssage fron1 n1y 
mother, al1011t 10 o'"lol'k that night. that 
he was seriously ill. was taken ill the 
day before. I beliew-two days before, 
somethinir like that. 

Q. Where was he at that time, your 
father? 

A. He ""'" in Del Rio-in a hospital 
at Del Rio. 

Q. What was he doing out there, 
what cliaracter of work? 

A. He was reappraising State land, 
J understood. 

Q. After you got this message, what 
did you do? 

A. I immediately went-caught the 
train and went to him. 

Q. Went where! 
A. Went to Del Rio. 
Q. \Veil, what did vou do when you 

got down there'! · 
A. \Veil. I found him very critically 

ill and derided that he should be 
operated 011 immediately, and got him 
on the first train to San Antonio and 
took him to the hospital in San Antonio. 

Q. How manv doctors did vou have 
with him, ineluding yourself?· 

A. Well. I heJie,·e-I think he had 
two doctors in Del Hio, as I remember; 
and in San Antonio he had Dr. ,Joe S. 

\Vooten; he was called in consultation, 
after, I think, I phoned him from Del 
Hio to meet us in San Antonio; and 
Doetor-we got, we sent for Dr. Charles 
\"enable, a very capable surgeon of San 
• .\ntonio; lie was the one that operated 
on him; and we had an anaesthetist, as 
I remember, his name was Adams; my 
n.l'mor~· is not clear on that point; there 
were• one or two assistants to Dr. Vena· 
hle-Jnhoratory technician, and hospital 
"ttaches, and possibly another doctor to 
c·unsult in San Antonio, also. My mem
ory is not clear on that. 
. Q. Now, which one of the surgeon• 
performed the operation 1 

A. Dr. Venable. of San Antonio. 
Q. What was the matter with the 

Commissioner! 
A. When he was taken ill. it started 

with a c·ase of indigestion. which caused 
a marked congest ion of the pancreas, of 
"hirh the ordinarv ({'rm is "sweet
bread" of the sto~a"h, and this eon
ll""tion cauRed hemorrhage, which, of 
course, caused him great pain and 
kun"ke<! him out. And then he had to 
rid<• in u Ford autoniohile about sev
<·11tv-fi,·e miles into Del Rio, and this 
her~orrhage hrought on n blood riot, ab
~c·.- ... ~; it wa~ thi~ nlJ:--(·r~~ whirh he was 
npprated on for. and drained. 

(). The doctors thought at first that 
11<• had a gall irladder trouble, didn't 
they! 

A. No. some of the doctors did. 
Q. I mean some of them did? What 

was your rl iagn<H"is.? 
A. Just as I have answered, that hr 

had a hemorrhage in the passage. 
Q. Doctor, was that operation for 

this abscess n major-what you would 
rail a major or a minor operation! 

A. It was a major operation. The 
dot·tor that did the operation said he 
had never had but one like it before, so 
he told me, and they are all fatal
usuallv thcv are. on a~count of the fluid 
of the' panc-nas. which was the digestive 
ferment in it; if an abscess forms and 
the pancreas is opened and this drains 
out, it digests the walls of the pancreas 
and also the muscles, skin and walls, so 
it is digested away and the patient dies 
from malnutrition. 

Q. How long was Mr. Robison in the 
hospital at San Antonio? 

A. I don't rememher exactly. I left 
San Antonio just a few days after he 
was operated on, when he was conva
lescent. and I left him in care of my 
brother-younirer brother. 

Q. Now, Doctor, from your experi
ence-from your experience as a physi-
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cian, and from your knowledge of your 
father's condition, I want to ask you 
whether, in your opinion, journeying 
around in that Ford car, over West 
Texas, reappraising lands. and consider
ing the type of food that he was eating 
at that time, I want to ask you whether 
or not in your opinion that helped to 
bring on or aggravate his physical con
dition? 

A. Well, we had a complete discus
sion of that point at the time when we 
were trying to arrive at a diagnosis of 
what was wrong with him, and that was 
the main reason for calling for Dr. Joe 
Wooten of Austin, in consultation, be· 
cause he had cared for my father for 
several years, and father occasionally 
had an attack which he thought was one 
of the stomach while he was reapprais
ing this land. After my examination, I 
disagreed with him, and I felt this was 
an acute condition. the reaction of which 
he had never had before: he had a con· 
dition which a man rarely ever recovers 
from, and if he had had it before, he 
ordinarily would have died, more than 
likely would have died unless he had got
ten attention immediately. So that was 
the reason we had Dr. Wcoten over there. 
I felt that the reason that he had this 
attack was that while he was on this 
journey he ate some food which caused 
an attack of indigestion-and, by indi· 
gestion, I mean the food was not prop
erly cared for in the stomach, it couldn't 
be digested; that caused a marked re
action in the stomach, and in all the 
appendages of the stomach-that is, the 
other glands that function at the same 
time the stomach was, and that that re
action was manifested by engorgement, 
filling with blood, and would be an apo
plexy of the pancreas and hemorrhage 
and the resulting abscess. 

Q. You knew, did you not, that he 
was on a diet at that time? 

A. Yes, I knew that he had been re· 
stricted in his diet considerably at that 
time, for a considerable time. 

Q. Now, Doctor, it has been charged 
here, in substance, in an affidavit filed 
before this House, that your father paid 
to you a thousand dollars out of this 
one cent fund, and that you appropriated 
it for personal uses,-that is, to be plain 
about it, it is charged that he gave you 
a thousand dollars out of this fund. Is 
that true or untrue? 

A . . It is true that I had a thousand 
dollar check which he wrote before he 
was operated on, and I deposited that 
check in a bank in San Antonio, to be 
used for the expenses of his illness. 

Q. Well, did you get, did you retain 
any part of that money? 

A.· None whatever-I received no 
personal benefit from one cent of it. 

Q. How is that? 
A. I say I received no personal hen· 

efit from one cent of it. 
Q. You made no charge for your serv

ices? 
A. No. I didn't render my father a 

bill; and I have never heard of a doctor 
that charged his father for medical serv
ices. 

Q. And you did not get the benefit of 
one cent of that thousand dollars? 

A. ~o, I did not. 
Q. I will ask you has your father 

at any time given you or paid over to 
you any money out of the public funds, 
for your special benefit? 

A. Absolutely not. 
Q: I will ask you to look at this 

check here, Doctor, and see if you ean 
identify it as the thousand dollar check 
that y~u have just mentioned? (Check to 
witness.) 

A. (After examining check.) It is 
my signature on the back of the check. 

Q. Well, that is the check, isn't it 1 
A. Yes, that is the check, you can 

tell by the hanawriting there, that the 
check was made out, and the man was 
pretty sick when he made it out. 

Q. Were you present when Mr. Rob· 
ison executed th is check? 

A. I was not only present, but I 
helped to support the book he was writ
ing on when he wrote the check. 

Q. Now, this check is made payable 
to "Cash," it reads like this: "Austin, 
Texas, August 31, 1925. Texas Bank & 
Trust Company. Pay to the order of 
cash $1000.00-0ne Thousand Dollars. 
J. T. Robison, Special;" and down in the 
left-hand corner is the notation, "Ex
pense, J. T. Robison." 

Senator Price: Can you members 
there in the back of the hall hear this 
all right 1 Mr. Cox, can you hear this 
testimony back there all right? 

Mr. Cox: We can hear it. 
Q. Now, then, what did you do with 

this check, Dr. Robison? 
A. I took this check to the-to a 

bank in San Antonio. 
Q. To what hank? 
A. The National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, is where it was deposited; 
there was some individual there identi
fied me, I don't know who he was, he 
identified me and I placed that check in 
the hank. 

Q. Now, to whose credit did you place 
it? 
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A. Under mv own name. 
Q. Did you· commence then. to exe

cute checks, or issue checks on that de
posit? 

A. I did; 
0

1 wrote checks whenever it 
was necessary to write them, as long as 
I was in San Antonio; I stayed there 
several days after my father was oper
ated on. 

Q. For what purpose did you issue 
those checks? 

A. Only to pay the expenses that 
were incident to his illness. 

Q. Did you issue checks, or did you 
use any of that money for any other 
purpose on earth? 

A. I did not. 
Q. I have here, Doctor, a letter from 

Mr.-what is the name, let's see, I can't 
read that,-from S. R. Knight, Assist
ant Cashier of that bank; and I have 
also here a list of the checks issued by 
you from the time the deposit was made 
until the account was ended. I will 
get you to examine those checks, Doc
tor. (Randing a number of checks to 
witness.) 

A. Do you want me to read them all? 
Q. No, first just see if they are your 

checks. 
A. (After examining checks.) My 

signature appears on all of them. 
Q. Now, then, what was the amount 

of money that you actually deposited 
in vour credit? 

A. $1000.00. It was a check. 
Q. Well, I understand that; but how 

much did you actually get into the bank? 
A. The statement says, $999.25. Ev

idently seventy-five cents was charged 
for exchange on the check, which I did 
not know about. 

Senator Price: Now, then, we want 
to introduce this, Judge Allen. Here is 
a statement of the account, prepared by 
the banker, Mr. Knight. I will just read 
this. It says. "National Bank of Com
merce, San Antonio. Name, Robison, 
J.M., M. D." 

Mr. Allen: Pardon me just a mo· 
ment. I presume you are going to intro
duce that original voucher? 

Senator Price: Yes. sir, all of it
yes. 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. 
(Senator Price thereupon read the 

statement in evidence, which was marked 
for identification Exhibit 62, and which 
is as follows, towit: 

Statement of Account 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE 

Name: ROBtSON, J. lli., l\L D. 
Address 

Statement of your account from Aug. 
31, 1925 to Sept. 21, 1926. 
Checks In Detail Date 
Balance Brought Forward-

Deposits 

100.00 
40.00 
71.00 

120.00 
225.00 17.50 
30.00 5.00 

139.52 
26.00 

100.00 85.23 

(Stamped) 

Aug. 31 999.25 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 9 

40.00 Sept. 11 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 21 '25 

Balance 
Account Closed. 

Please examine this statement upon 
receipt and report at once if you find 
any difference so that the National Bank 
of Commerce of San Antonio may know 
definitely whether their books agree with 
your own. If no error is reported in 
ten days, the account will be considered 
correct. All items are credited subject 
to final payment. 
Ex. 62-HLG.) 

* 
Senator Price: We will now offer 

these checks-he has identified them. 
Q. Now, commence there and just 

read that check, Doctor, that first one; 
and then put it under and we will take 
up the next one? 

A. This first check was of the date 
of September 3rd, made out to "Cash," 
$100.00, with my signature. In the cor
ner of this check I have here, it says, 
"I•'or Railroad Fare and Incidental Ex
penses of my Father," in ink; all these 
checks are written in ink. 

(The check just above identified by 
the witness was marked for identifica
tion "Ex-63" and is as follows: 

"San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 3rd, 1925. 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE 

of San Antonio 30-11 
Pay to Cash Or Bearer ........ $100.00 
One hundred and no/100 ...... Dollars. 

J. M. Robison, M. D. 
For R. R. Fare and incidental expenses 
of my father. 
(Stamped) National Bank of Commerce, 
San Antonio, Tex. Teller 2, Sep 3 1925. 
(Perforated) "Paid." Ex-63.) 

A. The next check is dated September 
4th, 1925. A check to Mrs. Ethel Deav· 
er, $40.00, with my signature to it. A 
memorandum in the corner, "For services 
rendered my father." 
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Q. .Who is Mrs. Deaver? 
.A. The best I remember, she 

nurse who took care of my father. 
Q. When he was sick there? 
.A. Well, when he was sick 

yes. 

is a 

there, 

(The check just ahove introduced was 
marked for identification "Ex-64," and 
is as follows, to-wit: 

THE CITY NATION.AL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 
Established 1899. 

Demand . . . . Days Sight 
Documents .Attached. 11-30-1. 
Customers' Draft. No ... 

San .Antonio, Texas, Sept. 4th, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Mrs. Ethel 

Deaver ...................... $40.00 
Forty and no/ 100 ............. Dollars 
Value received With exchange & 

collection charges. 
.J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 

To National Bank of Commerce, 
San .Antonio, Texas. 
For services rendered my father. 
(Endorsed) : (pencil) 
Mrs. Ethel Deaver, 

503 Augusta. 
(ink) J. L. Nix. 
(Stamped) Paid Sep. 8, 1925. Through 

San .Antonio Clearing House. Guar
anty Bond State Bank. 

(Perforated: "Paid.") 
Senator Price: All right. 
.A. That is September 4th. Here is 

a check made to Lee Surgical Hospital, 
$71.00, with my signature, for services 
rendered my father. That was evidently 
for room--operating room-I imagine 
about that time I paid the cost of the 
operating room, and surgical dressings, 
or whatever was incident, probably 
blood examinations and laboratory ex
amination, something to that effect; I 
remember, that was back on September 
8, 1925, I can't remember the details 
of each one of these. 

(The check just above identified by 
the witness was marked for identifica
tion "Exhibit 64," and is as follows: 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 
Established 1899. 

Demand . . . . days sight 
Documents Attached. 30-1 11. 
Customers Draft. No. 
San .Antonio, Texas, Sept. 8th, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Lee Surgical 
Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $71.00 

Seventy-one and no/100 ....... Dollars 
With exchange & 

Collection Charges. 
J.M. ROBISON, M. D. 

Value Received . 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San .Antonio, Texas. 
For services rendered my father . 

(Endorsed): 
(Stamped) Pay to the order of City 

National Bank 146 of San Antonio, 
Texas, Lee Surgical Hospital. 

Marked "Paid" Sep 9 1925 Through 
San Antonio Clearing House. City Na
tional Bank." 

(Perforated) : "Paid." Exhibit 64.) 
A. The next check is dated Septem

ber 4th, 1925, to Miss (Lydia Beal, 
$40.00. 

Q. Who is Miss Lydia Deal 1 
A. She is one of the nurses, as I 

remember; I don't remember the names 
of all those nurses that were there
of course, we had a day nurse and a 
night nurse, as is customary with se
rious illness. 

Q. Did you make a notation on that 
check? 

A. Yes, sir; it has "For services 
rendered my father," on the bottom 
of it. 

Sena fur Price : We offer that in 
evidence. 

(The check just above identified was 
marked Exhibit 65, and is as follows) : 

THE CITY NATION.AL BANK 
Of San .Antonio. 

Established 1899 . 
Demand . . . . Days Sight 
Document Attached. No. 
Customers Draft. 

San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 4th, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Miss Lydia 

Beal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40.00 
Forty and no/100 ............. Dollars 

With exchange and 
collection charges. 

J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
Value Received. 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
For servi.es rendered my father. 
(Endorsed): Lydia Biel. 
(Stamped) Pay to the order of any 

bank, banker or trust company. .All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. Sept. 
19, 1925. The City National Bank of 
Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Stamp of San Antonio ,Clearing House, 
Sept. 11, 192fi. 

(Perforated "Paid.") 
.A. The irext check is to Dr. R. S. 

Adams, written on September 8th, for 
the sum of $17 .50, with my signature, 
and a memorandum, "For services ren
dered my father." .As I remember, Dr .. 
.Adams gave my father the anesthetic 
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when he was operated upon. However, 
he may have been a laboratory tech
nician. However, I believe, that was for 
the anesthetic. 

(The check abow identifi<'d was 
marked for identification "Ex-66," and 
is as follows : 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 
Esta blishcd I R!l9. 

Demand .... !lays Right, 
Documents attached. 
Customers Draft. No. 

San Antonio. Tex:i.s, Sept. 8th. 1925. 
Pay to the order of Dr. R. S. 

$17.50 
half. . . .... Dollars 

With exchang,• & 
Colledion charges 

ROBISON, M. n . 

Adams 
Seventeen and one 

• T. M. 
Value R<•c·eived. 
Te> National Bank of Commer<'<', 

San . .\ntonio. Texas. 
For services rendered mv father. 

(Endorsed) : Dr. R. k Adams. 
(Stamped) Commonwealth & Trust 

Co. 16. Rep. 11, I !l21i. Pay through 
Ran Antonio Clearing- Housl', San An
tonio, Texal". 

(Perforated) "Paid." Ex-66.) 
A. Th" tll'Xl dH•<'k is 1lated Septem

ber 9th, for the sum of $1~0.00. made 
payable to 1·ash, for expenses of my 
father, with my sig-natun· t~1 it. Thf' 
next cherk-

Q. Now, wait just a minute. That 
one was dated Reptember !lth? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Now. that monc·~- \\"I'll! for what 

purpose? 
A. The onh· record 1 ha\"e of it there 

is for sen ice~ n•ndered my fat her. 
Q. \Yell, you did not appropriate 

anv of this monPY .. did vou? 
A. No, I did· not; ·in fact. I don't 

believe I filled out the amount of that 
up there myself. Let me see the back 
of that (examining back •of check). 
This is evidenth·-I left Sa'l Antonio. 
as I remember: after mv father was 
operated about August :ilst, as I re
member, I staV<•d in Ran Antonio at 
his bedside fo; a number of days, I 
don't remember exactly how long: and 
then went hom<>; and I got a Jetter from 
my mother saying the~· needed some 
more manev to take ca re of mv father 
out of thi~ expense arr·ount; it wasn't 
possible for me to go back to San An
tonio at that time, so I signed two or 
three, or half dozen, blank cheeks, and 
mailed them to her, or to my brother, 
I have forgotten which-I had a 

younger brother who was looking after 
him after I went home. This check, 
which is made to cash, that I just read, 
does not have the same handwriting on 
it as the signature, this apparently is 
one of those checks that was filled out, 
in the sum of $120.00, made to cash, 
and I have, in my own handwriting, in 
the corner of this check, "For expenses 
of my father," and my signature is 
on it. 

Q. In other words, that was issued 
for the same purpose as you issued 
those before them, for expenses of his 
sickness Y 

A. And this check was endorsed by 
my brother-my younger brother. 

Senator Price: We offer that in 
evidence. 

(The check just above identified wu 
marked for identification "Ex-67," and 
is as follows : 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 30 1 11 
Established 1899. 

Demand .... days sight 
Documents attached 
Customers Draft No. . ... 

San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 9, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Cash ....... $120.00 
One Hundred and Twenty ..... Dollars 

With exchange & 
Collection Charges. 

,J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
Value Received. 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
For expenses of my father. 

(Endorsed) : 
J. T. Robison, Jr., M. D. 
(Stamped, perforated) "Paid." 

Exhibit 67.) 
Q. All right. What is the next one! 
A. This is a check on September 

llth, 1925, for $26.00, to Miss Lydia 
Biel. with my signature and "For serv
ices rendered my father." She is prob
ably a nurse----evidently one of the 
ntu~es. 

(The ch erk was marked for identifi
cation "Exhibit 68," and is as follows: 

THE CITY ~ATIOXAL RANK 
Of Ran .-\ntonio 

Established 1899. 
Demand days sight, 
Documents attached. 
Customers Draft. No. . ... 

San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 9, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Miss Lydia 

Biel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26.00 
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Twenty six and no/100 ....... Dollars 
Value received. 

J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
For services rendered my father. 

(Endorsed): Lydia Biel. 
(Stamped) : Pay to the order of any 

bank, banker or trust company. All 
prior endorsements guaranteed. Sept. 
15, 1925. The City National Bank of 
Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

(Stamped) : "Received payment 
through San Antonio Clearing House. 
Frost National Bank, Sept. 16, 1925." 

(Perforated): "Paid.") 

A. All right, a.nother check, Sep· 
tember 9th, in the sum of $30.00, to 
Miss Prather. 

Q. Who is Miss Prather! 
A. She was one of the nurses who 

was attending my father. You see, I 
have several checks here written on 
September 9th. Apparently, that was 
about the time I left San Antonio, and 
I tried to settle up all the outstanding 
bills that were due at that time. 

(The check just above identified was 
marked for identification "Ex-69," and 
is as follows : 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 

Established 1899. 
Demand .... days Sight 
Documents attached. 
Customers draft. 
Pay to the order of Miss 

Praython .................. $30.00 
Thirty and no/100 ............ Dollars 

Value Received. 

With exchange & 
collection charges. 

J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
For services re.ndered my father. 

(Endorsed) Hazel Prather. 
(Stamped, perforated) Paid. 
(Stamped) Paid Sep 12 1925. 

T!irough San Antonio Clearing House. 
Ex-6.9.) 

Q. What is the next check? 
A. Another one of September 9th, 

to Porter Loring Undertaking Com
pany, for the sum of $5.00. · 

Q. What was that for, if you re
member! 

A. That was for transporting my 
father from the train to the hospital, 
on the morning they arrived there, and 
I had a notation in the corner of that 
check, "For services 2·endered my 
father." 

(The check just above identified was 
marked for identification "Ex-70," and 
is as follows: 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio. 
Established 1899. 

Demand . . . . Days Sight, 
Documents attached. 
Customers Draft. No ..... 

San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 9th, 1925. 
Pay to the order of Porter Loring 

Undertaking Co. . ............. $5.00 
Five and no/100 ............... Dollars 

With exchange & 
Collection Charges. 

J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
Value Received. 
To National Bank of Commerce 

San Antonio, Texas 
For services rendered my father. 

(Endorsed) Pay to the order of City 
Na,ti~nal Bank, San Antonio, Texas. 
Porter Loring. 

(Stamped) Paid Sep. 12, 1925, 
through San Antonio Clearing House. 
City National Bank. 

(Perforated) : "Paid.") 
A. The next check is a check that I 

signed apparently in blank, made out 
to cash, $225.00. The writing on the 
check is not the same as my writing. 
It says, "For expenses of my father." 
It is countersigned by my brother. 

Q. He is a physician also? 
A. Yes, he is a physician practicing 

in Connecticut. 
(The check just above identified was 

marked for identification "Exhibit 71,'' 
and is as follows: 

THE. CITY NATIONAL BANK 
Of San Antonio 
Established 1899. 

Demand .... Days sight 
Documents attached. 

30 I 11 

Customers Draft. No ..... 
San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 11, 1925. 

Pay to the order of Cash ...... $225.00 
Two Hundred and twenty five 

and no/I 00 ................ Dollars 

Value Received 

With exchange & 
collection charges 

J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 
To National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
For expenses of my father. 

(Stamped) National Bank of Com· 
merce, Sept. 11, 1925, San Antonio, 
Texas. I. 

(Endorsed) : 
J. T. Robison, Jr., M. D. 
(Perforated) "Paid.") 
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A. Another check here, made to the 
Lee Surgical Hospital, September 12th, 
in the sum of $139.52. The handwrit
ing in the filling in of this check, Lee 
Surgical Hospital, is not the same as 
mine. My signature is on thP check, 
and in the corner of the check is writ
ten, "For expenses of m~· father." 

(The check just above identified was 
marked for identification "Exhibit 72", 
and is as follows : 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 30 1 11 
of San Antonio 
Established 1899 

Demand. . days sight 
Documents attached. 
Customers Draft. 
San Antonio, Texas, Sept 12 1925 No .. 
Pav to the order of 

· Lee Surgical Hospital $139.52 
Oi.e Hundred and Thirty Nine & 

52./100 Dollars. 
With exchange & collection charges 

Value Received 
J. M. ROBISON, M. D. 

To National Rank of Commerce, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

For expenses of my father. 
(Endorsed) Stamp of: Paid Sept. 15, 
1925, through San Antonio Clearing 
House. City National Bank. 

(Perforated) "Paid.") 

A. The next check is September 21, 
1925, for the sum of $100.00, made to 
Mrs. J. T. Robison. That handwriting 
isn't the same as mine, I didn't fill that 
in there; but it has my signature on it, 
and is one of the blank checks that I 
signed over there in San Antonio for my 
mother to get the money to take care 
of my father's expenses. 

Q. After you left and went back 
home? 

A. After I left and went back home. 
That was on the 21st; I am certain I 
wasn't there on the 21st. and it is made 
on the Houston Clinic check, which is the 
name crossed out-it is a draft on the 
Houston concern, with the Houston con
cern crossed out and substituted Nation
al Bank of Commerce, San Antonio, Tex
as, and that was signed J. l\L Robison. 

Q. Yon gave that to your mother, 
did von' 

A: I Hcnt lwr this eheck, to be used as 
she saw fit to take care of my father; I 
Higned it in blank. 

(The <'11ec·k just above identified was 
marked for identification ''Exhibit 73", 
and is as follows: 

"Houston Texas, 9-21-25 189. 
Pay to the ' 

order of THE HOUSTON CLINIC 
( Drs. Thorning,Howard, Stokes & Cruse) 

$100.00 
Mrs. J. T. Robison Dollars 

J. M. Robison, M. D. 
Address Houston Clinic 

Houston, Texas. 
National Bank of Commerce, 

San Antonio, Texas. 
(Stamped on face of check) : San An

tonio National Bank of Commerce, Sept. 
21, 1925. San Antonio, Texas. 

(Endorsed): Mrs. J. T. Robison. 
(Perforated) "Paid." 

(Ex-73.) 

A. The next check is dated September 
21, 1925, which I think is the sitme as 
the one just previous, is a blank check 
which I filled out in Houston, and sent 
to San Antonio. in the sum of $85.23, 
made out to "J. T. Robison, account," 
which evidently my father drew out the 
balanl'e of the money which was left 
in this account and placed it to his own 
account. and that check, which was not 
necessarily endorsed-it was not en
dorsed. 

(The check just above identified was 
mitrked for identification "Exhibit 74'', 
and is as follows : 

Houston, Texas 9/21/25 192 
Pay to the $85.23 

order of THE HOUSTON CLINIC 
(Drs. Thorning,Howard,Stokes & Cruse) 
J. T. Robison's acct. Dep only Dollars 
National Bank of Commerce 

San Antonio, Texas. 
J. M. Robison, M. D. 

Address Houston Clinic 
Houston, Texas. 

(Endorsed): No endorsements. 
(Perforated) "Paid.") 

Judge Freeman: Senator Price, a 
member of the committee desires to ex
amine the checks. 

(Thereupon Representative Snelgrove 
came ·to the reporter's desk and exam
ined the checks.) 

* 
Q. Now you have gone over these 

checks, Dr. Robison, and we have heard 
--that is, you have read into the evi
dence all of these checks, and they add 
up the sum of $999.25, do they not? 

.A. I haven't added them up, but 
those are all the checks that have been 
returned-I suppose they do, because 
that is all that we hitve available--! 
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am sure they do-you can add them up 
right away and find out. 

Senator Price: Now just at this 
point, if there is any other member of 
this committee who desires to examine 
any of these checks, why, come forward, 
and we w_ill be glad to show them to you. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. S. R. 
Knight, Assistant Cashier of the Nation· 
al Bank of Commerce of San Antonio? 

A. No, I do not know the gentleman. 

Senator Price: We have here, Judge 
Allen, a letter from Mr. S. R. Knight, 
addressed to Mr. J. T. Robison, showing 
the opening of this account, and show· 
ing the checks. We would like to in· 
troduce that. 

Mr. Allen: It is not admissible, but 
we will probably make no objection to it. 

Senator Price : I understand. 
Mr. Allen: It would be hearsay. 
Senator Price: We have proved
Mr. Allen: Have you checked it, and 

do you know it is correct! 
Senator Price: Yes, it is correct. 
Mr. Allen: We '\vill make no objec

tion to it--it is hearsay testimony, but 
we will make no objection to it. 

Senator Price: Well, the heading of 
the letter is the National Bank of Com
merce, with the names of the officers 
and directors, etc. (Reading letter, as 
follows, which letter was marked for 
identification "Exhibit 75" and is as fol
lows, to-wit: 

Mr. J. T. Robison 

"San Antonio, Texas, 
June 13, 1929. 

Care General Land Office 
Austin, Texas 
Dear Sir: 

In accordance with your request over 
the long distance phone, we are enclos
ing you herewith statement of the ac
count of Dr. J. M. Robison from Au
gust 31, 1925, to September 21, 1925, 
showing same to have been closed. 

This account was opened with an ini
tial deposit on August 31, 1925, and no 
subsequent deposits were made. The 
following checks were drawn against 
the account : 
Dated Payable to Amount 
9 3 25 Cash-R. R. Fare and 

expenses my father .... $100.00 
9 4 25 Mr. Ethel Deaver

services rendered my 
father . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00 

9 8 25 Lee Surgical Hospital, 
services rendered my 
father . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71.00 

9 9 25 Cash-expenses of my 
father . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120.00 

9 II 25 

9 8 25 

9 4 25 

9 9 25 

9 9 25 

9 12 25 

9 9 25 

9 21 25 
9 21 25 

Cash-expenses of my 
father .............. . 
Dr. R. S. Adams, 
services rendered my 
father .............. . 
Miss Lydia Biel, serv
ices rendered my father 
Miss Prather, services 
rendered my father ... 
Porter Loring Under
taking Co., services 
rendered my father ... 
Lee Surgical Hospital, 
expenses rendered my 
father .............. . 
Miss Lydia Biel
services rendered my 
father .............. . 
Mrs. J. T. Robison .. 
J. T. Robison acct .. 

225.00 

17.50 

40.00 

30.00 

5.00 

139.52 

26.00 
100.00 

85.23 

$999.25 
Initial deposit, August 31, 1925 $999.25 

With best wishes, we remain, 
Yours very truly, 

S. R. KNIGHT, 
SRK.t Assistant Cashier. 
Encls. 
Reg. 

'Ex. 75.") 

Q. Now, Doctor, were all the mem
bers of your family-that is, the chil
dren of Mr. J. T. Robison-present at 
the time or during a part of the time 
of his illness in San Antonio?, 

A. They were all present there; I 
don't know that they were all there all 
the time, but at some time all of them 
were there-that is, there wasn't any
body missing from his bedside. 

Q. Now, you say this other brother 
that is a physician, what is his name? 

A. He is J. T. Robison, Jr. 
Q. And where does he live now? 
A. He now lives in New London, 

Connecticut, practicing physician, spe
cializing in diseases of the eye, ear, 
nose and throat. 

Q. Where did he graduate 1 
A. He graduated from the Univer

sity of Texas about 1923, or '4. 
Q. How did you boys get through 

school-did Mr. Robison pay it, or did 
you work your way through? 

A. He helped us the best he could, 
but we both worked our way through 
school. 

Q. You worked your way through 
school? 

l\lr. Allen: Judge Sinks, we will in
terpolate an objection, just in the econ
omy of time, to matters of that kind. 
It is already in evidence, and never was 
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pertinent or relevant to any issue in 
the case--how these boys' educations 
were paid for long prior to these trans
actions. I am only interposing objec
tions to save time. There is no dis
pute about that, it is already in evi
dence, and W<> will object to it hef'ause 
it is irrelevant. 

Senator Price: \Vell, if vou will 
make this technical objectio.;, .Judge, 
it is all right. I want these members 
to have just as good a picture of this 
family and the relations as possible. 

Mr. Allen: I makr the objection. 
But I don't make objection on any
thing that has a bearing on this case, 
directly or indirectly. 

Senator Price: I think that has a 
bearing on the credibility of tlw wit
negs-the fact that a bov has worked 
his way through school i~ for him and 
not against him. 

Q. Very well. Now, your brother, 
the young doctor, was therp part of 
the time and vou were there part of 
the time; and.· of course, your mother, 
Commissioner Robison's wife, was there 
part of the time! 

A. Yes, that is so. 
Q. During his illness-and, be-

lie\'e, von stated that he was in the 
hospita'.1 about twenty-one days, as you 
recall it-

A. That is approximately correct, as 
I remember it. 

Q. Yes. Now, after that time, and 
he <'ame hack to Austin, who took 
charge of him then-that is, what phy
sician? 

A. I think Dr .. Joe 8. \\'ooten of 
Austin did, if I remember. 

Q. I believe that is all. 
Senator Price: Anv questions, Mr. 

Smith or Mr. Moses! • 
Mr. Moses: No, sir. 

Cross-Examination. 

By Mr. Allen: 
Q. Doctor, I will ask you just a few 

questions relating to the matters you 
have h<>en interrogated about. The 
check that your father gave you on 
August 31, 19Zii. for $1.000.00, that you 
made this deposit with, was drawn by 
him on the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany of Austin, wasn't it? 

A. That is what till' cht>ck says; it 
was drawn on the Texas Bank & Trust 
Compan~·. 

Q. Yes. I just want the record to 
show. (Handing check to witness.) 

A. \Vhy, sure. I didn't know what 
bank it was my,elf. 

Q. And your father's signature to 

the check, in drawing that check on 
that account, was signed "J. T. Robi
son, Special?" 

A. Yes, I remember that very well. 
Q. Now, you took that check for a 

lhousand dollars before he was operated 
on that night, didn't you! 

A. No, I will tell you. I got to the 
hospital about 4 :00 o'clock in the morn
ing, as I remember-that train gets 
into San Antonio from Del Rio after 
!:00; we got thne and he was operated, 
as I remember. about 9: 00 o'clock. 

Q. That morning! 
A. That same morning. 
Q. That same morning? 
A. Yes, sir. It was 4:00 o'clock 

a. m. when he got into San Antonio, 
you see, and then at 9: 00 o'clock of the 
same day he was operated on. 

Q. Now, let's see if we cannot 
straightPn that out. Isn't it true he 
was already in the hospital at half 
past I: 00 or 2: 00 o'clock in the morn
ing, and Dr. Wooten got there and was 
in conference with you and the others, 
and reached the cohclusion there was 
no necessity for an emergency opera
tion, and Dr. Wooten went on away, 
and the operation took place the next 
morning about 6: 00 o'clock, after he 
left! 

A. That is all very true. I said I 
got there about 4:00 a. m., because I 
thought it was about that time-I don't 
know what time the train got in, it 
might have got in at 1 :00 or 2 :00. 

Q. If Dr. Wooten consulted you and 
thP other doctors along about half past 
1 :00 or 2 :00, he would have to have 
arrived at the hospital before you, 
wouldn't he? 

A. Well, that is true. It was about 
four years ago, I know it was night, 
and I do know he was operated on in 
the morning following-the same morn
ing that he got there, about 9: 00 
o'clock, as I remember. 

Q. Yes? All right. Assuming that 
you got there along about the middle 
of the night, some time after 1 :00 
o'clock-this check was given you prior 
to the time, between that time and the 
time the operation was performed, is 
that right? 

A. As I remember, it was given me 
the same morning he was operated, 
right shortly before his operation. 

Q. Shortly before his operation, that 
is what I am getting at. And that 
check was made payable to cash? 

A. Yes, sir, that is the check. 
Q. And you endorsed the ·check at 

the time you deposited it in the Na
tional Bank of Commerce, the San An· 
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tonio bank, identified by this man you 
have spoken of-

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. -and referred to. Now, while 

_you were there, during the several days 
you were there, you gave checks for 
different sums of money out of this 
money your father had given you, in 
payment of the items you have men
tioned? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Then you left and went on back 

to Houston? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. After you got back 'to Houston, 

your mother wrote you that they needed 
more money out of this fund with which 
to bear expenses, and you then wrote 
some half dozen checks, signing them, 
-dating them, signing them in blank, and 
sent them to your mother-is that it? 

A. As I remember, I don't know 
whether I dated them or not. I signed 
the checks and sent them to her, or to 
my brother, I don't remember which. 

Q. All right. Every one of these 
checks has got, in your handwriting, 
"For services rendered my father"? 

A. Answer, "For services rendered 
my father," on all of them I wrote my
self. 

Q. Yes, sir. Now, you wrote on 
these checks that you signed in blank, 
although you didn't know the items 
th~y were going to be given for, or 
whom they were going to be given to, 
you wrote on these checks, "For services 
rendered my father," too, didn't you? 

A. No, sir, I didn't write it on all 
of them. 

Q. Well, let's see-
A. I don't say I wrote on all of 

them, "For services rendered my 
father" on all of those checks. 

Q. Well, let's see, we will find that 
out. (Examining checks.) Now, on 
all the checks except the one that your 
father cashed and the one your mother 
cashed-I will ask you to look and see 
H there wasn't a memorandum to the 
effect that it was for services rendered 
to your father, and if you wrote it on 
them? If you did not, let us know. 
(Handing checks to witness.) 

A. (After examining checks.) They 
are on all but two checks. 

Q. Who wrote it on them? 
A. I wrote it on them. 
Q. All right. Now, there are a 

number of these checks that at the time 
you wrote them just had your signature 
and were left blank, and at the time 
you put your signature on you put 
"For expenses of my father," on them. 
Now, .at the time that you put "For 

expenses of my father" on it, you didn't 
even know who was going to get the 
check or what they would get it for
did you, Doctor? 

A. I certainly did. 
Q. vVhen your mother wrote you she 

had other bills to pay, did she state to 
you what bills they were? 

A. For expenses for my father, and 
I gave it to her. 

Q. And the checks you filled out 
were to be filled in, they were in blank? 

A. They were signed by me, and for 
expenses for my father. 

Q. Yes, but at that time the payees 
in those checks had not been named in 
many of them ? 

A. Wait a minute, let me see what 
they are. Those two you have in your 
hand are among those. 

Q. Well, they are different kinds of 
checks? 

A. Well, I sent her tl;ese to San 
.intonio from Houston; that is a hos
pital concern named there (in di ca ting 
on check) that has been scratched out 
and the National Bank of Commerce 
put in. 

Q. I see that. 
A. All right. Now, when I left San 

Antonio, understand, I probably filled 
out one or two checks and left with 
her, written on the .City National Bank 
of San Antonio, a,nd left her those 
checks in San Antonio; and when I got 
back over there, she wrote me she 
needed more checks and I sent her some 
from Houston to the National Bank of 
Commerce-I mean-

Q . Well, let's }ust understand one an
other, that is all I am trying to do. 
[n your direct examination you told 
about paying different items while you 
were there, and about then returning to 
Houston, and you said you i·eceived a 
letter from your mother telling you 
that there were other expenses that 
would have to be paid out of that fund, 
and that you sent her some half a 
dozen, probably, checks, signed in blank. 
Now, are you mistaken about the num
ber, or do you still say there were some 
half dozen? 

A. There may have been a half a 
dozen, I don't know. 

Q. Sent from Houston 1 
A. Sent from Houston .. sent to her. 
Q. Yes. 
A. And I apparently, when I left 

San Antonio, I signed one or two or 
three checks, I don't remember how 
many. 

Q. I am not inquiring about that 
now. 

A. And I left them with her. 
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Q. Yes, you left them with her. 
Now, this half a dozen you sent from 
Houston, less two of them, then would 

· be about four of them, wouldn't there? 
A. No, sir, 1 never had a c·heck like 

that in Houston; thi• rherk I filled out 
in San Antonio apparently. and left it 
there. 

Q. In other woril•, you eigned •ome 
there in hlank and left with your 
mother at the ti ml' you left? 

A. Yf's, sir. ~ 
Q. Now, at the time you signed these 

ch••rks and put "For <·xpen•es of my 
father," of ('ourse, you intendrd them 
to he ·u,e<I for expe;ises. of course, but 
at that time you didn't know who 
would use or get these checks, or what 
they woulil. he paid for, did you! 

A. I certainly did; I had enough 
belief in my mother-

Q. I understand that, Doctor, you 
had implicit confidence in your good 
mother; but she was going to have to 
fill them out, as those things came to 
her, and, of rourse, you couldn't antici
pate who was going to get the checks, 
or what they were going to get them 
for; in other words, you relied on her, 
naturally, to fill them out right-is 
that correct 1 

A. Yes, sir, perfectly correct. 
Q. And relying on that, you put 

"Expen•es for my father," although 
you didn't know what specific debts 
were going to be paid with it at the 
time you put that on 1 

A. I knew dehts would be the rea
son they needed the mctney for. 

Q. I know that, but my question is, 
you didn't know at the time you put 
that on which particular debts she was 
going to pay? , 

A. Well, I did know to some extent, 
to this extent: There were nurses em
ployed and who were waiting on my 
father at the time I left; those nurses 
had to be paid. they needed their 
money, and other bills arising there for 
medicine; and then we knew the va
rious and sundry things that had to be 
paid, and the hospital had to be paid 
weekly in advance, something like that, 
and I knew that this money was going 
to he paid for my father's expenses 
when I gave it to my mother to be 
used in that way. 

Q. You gave her the blank checks 
to be used in that way 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Just on account of your confi

dence in your good mother 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, at the time you opened 

up this account, did they give you the 
bank book with stubs in it 1 

A. I don't remember. 
Q. Did you keep a book with stubs 

in it for balancing the account? 
A. I don't think I did that. 
Q. You don't know whether you did 

or not! 
A. I don't know whether I did or 

not. I thought the account would take 
rare of itself very well. 

Q. I see. How were you going to 
know when the account was exhausted T 

A. Becau•e my father got the bal-· 
ance in the account, as you will see, 
in one of these checks, he wrote a check 
to withdraw the final amount that was 
in the bank. 

Q. That is, $8.5.23, your father sent 
that into the hank and filled it in for 
the balance of the account, and that 
1vas one it was not necessary to 
endorse? 

A. Yes, it was not necessary to en
dorse that. 

Q. Now, this other blue check was 
one your mother or somebody sent in, 
in favor of Mrs. J. T. Robison, and 
that one was endorsed Mrs. J. T. Robi-
son? 

A. 
Q. 

item 
you 1 

Yes, sir. 
Of cour11e, you don't know the 
of expense it was spent on, do 

A. Well, I can't tell you the exact 
item. 

Q. Well, you don't know, do you 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why, certainly! 
A. But I do believe it was spent for 

the expenses of my father. 
Q. I am sure you believe that, Doc

tor-I didn't ask you that, and I am 
sure you believe that. Then, you gave 
your father a blank check and you got 
the balance-he filled it in with the 
amount so as to exhaust the account, 
is that the idea 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At the time your father gave 

you this check on this special account 
at the Texas Bank and Trust Company 
here in Austin, did you know it was 
the one-cent-per-acre fund that was in 
his possession! 

A. I knew that it was his expense 
fund. I didn't know what business he 
was on out there except that of reap
praising the land, or whether it was 
one-cent per-acre. I didn't know any
thing about that. I knew he was reap· 
praising the land. I didn't know 
whether it was a fund from the owners, 
or the State's money, or what it was, 
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but I knew it was to pay for his ex
penses. 

Q. Did you understand that it was 
a fund that came into the hands of the 
Land Commissioner for the purpose of 
paying the expenses of appraising the 
land! 

A. I knew he was on an expense 
account. N-0 matter whose expense ac
count it was, I thought it was a poor 
employer that couldn't take care of him 
while he was sick. 

Q. A:ll right. 
Mr. Price: We object to interrupt

ing. 
Mr. Allen: I was stopping him be

cause he was making some observa
tions. 

Q. Kindly answer my questions, 
please, and in that way we will bring 
out what I want without further com
ment. Now, did you know whether 
your father had any funds of his own 
in the bank anywhere at that time? 

A. Well, I didn't know whether he 
had any money of his own or not, but 
I knew his financial condition well 
enough to feel that he probably didn't 
have. Regardless of whether he had 
any money or not, I felt like this ex
pense account ought to take care of 
him. · 

Q. I asked you what you learned? 
A. I could tell you a little bit more 

about it. · 
Q. Just one moment. You have 

answered my question. At the request 
of a member, I will ask you this ques
tion: Do you know ·the handwriting 
of the parties who filled out these 
checks that you signed in blank? Can 
you look at them and tell who filled 
them out? Run through those and see 
if you know who filled out these blank 
checks that you signed. 

A. There a1·e two checks here, one 
to the Porter Loring Undertaking Com
pany for $5.00 and one to the Lee 
Surgical Hospital for $5.00 that were 
filled out apparently with the same 
handwriting. 

Q. Whose, do you know? 
A. And, as I remember, they were 

filled out by the superintendent of 
nurses of the hospital, or the superin
tendent, at the Lee Surgical Hospital. 

Q. What about the other? 
A. There is one check here that is 

fi!led out for $120.00 that apparently 
is the handwriting of my brother. I 
don't know his handwriting well enough 
to say. When I see the endorsement on 
it it doesn't look like his handwrit
ing, but. it may be his handwriting. I 
cannot vouch for that. There are two 

others here which I signed and sent to 
San Antonio after I went back to Hous
ton that I believe are in my mother's 
handwriting, both of them. I am not 
certain. One of them may be my 
father's. I can't tell them apart hardly. 

Q. Now, Dr. Robison, your father 
stayed in the hospital at San Antonio 
for how many weeks, about three? 

A. I think so. I think that last 
check was drawn about the first to 
close that account. 

Q. Then they moved him up here? 
He was operated on on the date of 
that check, August 31, 1925? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Anyway, he was operated on on 

the ,last day of August? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, he was brought back to 

Austin in about three weeks, was he 
not, and was under treatment by Dr. 
Joe Wooten? 

A. Yes, sir; Dr. Wooten looked 
after him after he got back to Austin. 

Q. It is in evidence here, both from 
your father's statement and from the 
check, that on October I 4, 1925, he gave 
a cl1eck on this same account on the 
Texas Bank and Trust Company, pay to 
cash or order $1,000.00, on October 14. 
Were you in Austin when he gave your 
mother that check? 

A. I don't know an;tthing about 
that. 

Q. You don't know anything about 
that check? 

A. Not a thing in the world. 
Q. Do you know what that thou

sand dollars was for? 
A. On October 14? 
Q. Yes. It seems to have been en

dorsed J. M. Robison. Do you know 
anything about that check? 

A. I never heard of it. 
Q. You don't know what that thou

sand-dollar check was drawn on that 
account for? Now, on that same date, 
August 31, 1925, were you present when 
your father wrote a check to Dr. Joe 
Wooten for $300.00? 

A. Yes. 
Q. You were present and saw him 

write that check? 
A. Yes. 
Q. On October 5, were you present 

when he wrote a check to Dr. Cox for 
$100.00? 

A. I don't remember him writing a 
check. I know he owed Dr. Cox a cer
tain amount of money for taking care 
of him in Del Rio when he got ill,. 

Q. Were you present when he wrote 
a check to Dr. Venable on the same ac
count for $300.00? 
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A. No, but I know he owed Dr. 
Venable at least that much. 

Mr. Allen: That is all, gentlemen. 
Mr. Smith: That is all, Doctor. 

Thank you, sir. 
Mr. Smith: We now offer in evi· 

dence certain testimony given by Judge 
R. L. Batts before the investigating 
committee, of which Judge Minor was 
oehairman, reading from the official 
transcript. 

Mr. Allen: Will you take the pencil 
and put in brackets just what you 
offer? 

Mr. Smith: I have done that all the 
way through. We are beginning on 
page 1: 

By Mr. Petsch : Your name is R.1 L. 
Batts? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are a lawyer by profession 

and also a member of the Board of Re
gents of the University of Texas? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been a mem

. ber of the Board of Regents of the Uni
versity of Texas? 

A. Two years. 
Q. Were you ever a member of the 

Board of Regents prior to this time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In connection with the contro

versy which has been, if you could call 
it a conttoversy, between the Board of 
Regents of the University and the Land 
Commissioner, the charge havina been 
made that you are in the employ of 
certain oil companies, I would like, 
Judge Batts, for you at this time out
line your connection, your business con
nection with any oil companies in this 
State, if you are connected with any in 
any capacity-

Mr. Smith (interrupting): Just a 
moment-counsel has assumed that 
somebody has made a charge of that 
character. Mr. Robison has made no 
such charge. 

Chairman Minor : Go ahead. 
A. I am at the present time repre

senting the Mid-Kansas Oil and Gas 
Company in its suit; I am represent
ing the Snelling Oil Company in a suit; 
I am representing J. A. Harper, a small 
~ndependent_ operator; I am represent
mg the Yount-Lee Oil Company in a 
suit, and I am an employe of the Gulf 
Oil Corporation. There are possibly 
some other cases in which I am inter
ested. I have a case against the Texas 
Company. 

Mr. Smith: Now, on page 9: 
Chairman Minor : I think the com

mittee wants to know what has trans-

pired and make such recommendations 
as the conclusions of the committee may 
determine to be justified from the facts 
developed. 

Judge Batts: I expressed the con
viction to Mr. Robison. in a way to 
determine whether or not there was a 
demand, and whether or not the demand 
was such in his discretion as to require 
the placing of these University lands 
on sale, and I do not think the court 
had held to the contrary. He stated 
to me as a result of the conference that 
he was willing to exercise this discre
tion with reference to all of the land 
except one tract, with reference to 
which he stated that there had been a 
specific demand consisting of a Jetter 
requesting that same be placed upon the 
market, and he stated 1that he had 
promised to place that on sale on Jan
uary 2nd and he would not change that, 
but he would change all the other sales 
so that the Legislature would have an 
opportunity of passing upon it. We 
went into detail as to what should be 
done with rnference to this and he 
stated the relisting and postponement 
of the sale that -had been advertised, 
but that he intended to advertise up to 
the 16th day of January, when he would 
put that on sale at that date. I sug
gested to him that would give an ex
tremely little amount of time for the 
Legislature to act, as it would give 
only about seven days after the Legis
lature convened, but he would not make 
a promise to extend. it to a greater time 
than that. We discussed the question 
as to how the Legislature would pass 
upon the matter and considered whether 
or not a simple joint resolution by the 
Senate and the House would accom
plish that end. I expressed, and in my 
mind wondered, whether that would be 
sufficient and that he concurred in that 
and made the suggestion that there 
would be mandamus proceedings brought 
against him. I asked him about this 
particular sale and he contended that 
it was a specific demand made by Jetter 
and he further stated that in a general 
way there was a demand for any por
tion of University lands on the market. 
I asked him how that had been ex
pressed, and I recall that one of the 
statements was that everybody knew 
that there was a demand for University 
land. During one of those conversa
tions I mentioned the fact that I had 
received a letter from Mr. Nazro of the 
Gulf Company. Mr. Nazro had phoned 
me that the land was on the market 
and was complaining that the Board of 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 325-

Regents ought not to put the land on 
the market. 

Mr. Smith (interrupting): We ob
ject to any telephone conversation. 

Mr. Chairman: I think that would 
be hearsay. 

Mr. Batts: This is probably hear· 
say, but I stated to him if he had any 
objection to what was going on to re
duce it to writing and I would take it 
to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. I got a letter from Mr. 
Nazro and took that letter to Mr. Robi
son and gave it to him. That was one 
of the occasions when I had a conver
sation with him. I think Mr. Robison 
has the letter at the present time. The 
conversations I have detailed covered 
the talks I had with Mr. Robison. 

Mr. Petsch: Judge Batts, please 
state whether or not you received com
munications from other people who 
knew something about the oil business, 
some of whom were from parties for 
whom you had brought suits and, there
fo1·e, were interested as your clients? 

.A. I got a letter from Mr. Pugh of 
the Sun Company with reference to his 
protest against a lease being closed. 

Mr. Smith: Page 18: 
Q. You spoke of discussing with Mr. 

Robison the best methods of handling 
the situation by the Legislature
.whether by joint resolution or other
wise-Mr. Robison indicated a perfect 
willingness to do whatever the Legisla
ture saw fit to do? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Judge Batts, did not the Board 

of Regents, some two years ago, at
tempt to have the courts hold uncon
stitutional the Mineral .Act of 1917? 

A. Yes, sir. Prior to that time, 
prior to the time I became a member of 
the Board of Regents, ·the .Attorney Gen
eral's office intervened in a suit that 
was pending and set up-

Q. (Interrupting.) For whom did 
they intervene? 

A. They intervened for the Board of 
Regents, setting up the invalidity of the 
lease acts. 

Q. And afterwards employed private 
counsel to carry on the matter? 

.A. Yes, sir. The new Attorney 
General reversed his position on that, 
and a majority of the Board of Regents 
employed counsel to represent their 
views in order to have proper repre
sentation. 

Q. The new .Attorney General was 
Mr. Pollard? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As a matter of fact, he just re-

versed his position. He just failed to 
accept the opinion of his predecessor 1 

A. As far as a reversal of his posi
tion is concerned, I do not know. The 
new Attorney General's Department 
continued with that case in that situa
tion for some months after Mr. Pollard 
came in. I am not extremely familiar 
with that matter. 

Q. I am talking about the leasing 
act of 1917. 

.A. The Board of Regents was ad
vised that the Act of 1917, or the Act 
of 1925, I am not quite familiar which 
it was, whether it was both of them, 
did not constitute a sale of University 
lands. 

Q. .As a matter of fact, Judge C. L. 
Black advised the Board of Regents 
that the 1917 Act was constitutional, 
did he not? 

A. I have been so informed. 
Mr. Smith: Page 29: 
Q. What I had particular reference 

to was to know whether or not any of 
those companies that made the protest 
to you against the proposed policy of 
Mr. Robison was interested in leases 
already existing? 

A. The Gulf Company has some 
leases, I think, in either Upton or Crane 
counties, if I am not mistaken about 
it, and I know that the Texas Company 
has some leases in those counties . 

Mr. Smith: That is all. I will now 
ask Senator Price to be sworn as a 
witness . 

Lloyd PI"ice, a witness in behalf of 
the respondent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(Bv MT. Smith) : 
Q. " State your name to the com-

mittee. 
A. Lloyd Price. 
Q. Where do you live? 
.A. I Jive in Fort Worth. 
Q. What official positions, if any,. 

have you held? 
A. I was county attorney in Morris 

county for a while. I was elected to 
the Thirty-eighth Legislature as a mem
ber of this House from the district com
prised of Titus and Morris counties. 
That was in 1923. And then following 
that I was a member of the Senate from 
1925 to 1929, inclusive, from the First 
Senatorial District. 

Q. What is your profession, Senator 
Price? 

A. Attorney-at-law. 
Q. You are of counsel in this case 

for Mr. Robison? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Ho_w long have you known Mr. 
Robison, Senator Price! 

A. Well, I have known him ever 
since I can remember, I guess, since I 
was seven or eight or nine years old, 
maybe ten. 

Q. Senator Price, did you represent 
Gibson, Johnson and Renaud of Abi
lene, Texas, in their making bids on 
certain University land to be sold in 
Ward and other counties in West 
Texas, mineral leases to be sold on 
those lands? 

A. Yes, sir. In the summer of last 
year Mr. Gibson and Mr. Johnson, who 
are independent oil operators, with an 
office in Abilene, came into our office 
at Fort Worth and wanted my firm to 
investigate the law of 1925 with refer
ence to - the acquirement of leases. 

Q. One moment. What is the style 
of your firm in Fort Worth 1 

A. Phillips, Trammell, Chisholm and 
Price. Now, they came into the office 
and I decided to take the work myself 
of investigating the method of bidding 
and how sales could be brought on. 
There was considerable confusion in the 
minds, both of the bench and the bar 
of this State at that time, as to just 
what the law meant, as to just what 
would constitute a demand, and how to 
get the machinery started. I took con
siderable time in reading the statutes, 
and the previous statutes, on the 
matters of sales of oil leases on 
University lands and public lands, and 
also I came to Austin and conferred 
with the Land Commissioner about it. 
My clients were interested in securing 
under that Jaw leases, particularly in 
Ward and in Andrews counties. After 
going into the law I read the Theisen 
case, which had been handed down 
some time in the summer, but a motion 
for rehearing was pending at that 
time. 

Q. That is the Theisen case that :was 
decided by the Supreme Court of Texas 7 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Involving the validity of this 

mineral sales act! 
A. Yes. Knowing at that time that 

there was a sharp clash of opinion as 
to the validity of that act, I wanted to 
make sure that if my clients went to 
the trouble and expense of bidding that 
they would get something that would 
stand up. And after reading the Thei
sen case I became more convinced, in 
my view, that the statute was man_da
tory, and that it had been held consti
tutional, so that, with the exception of 
merely fixing a date for the sale, that 
the Land Commissioner had no discre-

tion, but that when the demand was 
made and he fixed the date that it' wail 
merely ministerial. That was the hold~ 
ing in the . Theisen case. 

Q. Just a moment. Going back to 
the Theisen case, was the contention 
made in that case that the act ·was un
constitutional because it did vest dis
cretion in the Land Commissioner! 

A. Exactly. And the contention was 
very ably presented in the argument of 
that case, that this statute was invalid 
because it was a delegation of author
ity to the· Land Commissioner, that is 
to say, the legislative authority, and 
that under the Constitution the -Legis
lature had no power to delegate to the 
Land Commissioner the power to de
cide when to make these sales and 
things of that kind. In reply to that 
contention, in the Greenwood opinion 
it was stated that the law was not in
valid on that account, for the reason 
that, it being mandatory, and the law 
fixing the date within the scope of one 
month, that the Land Commissioner 
acted as a mere clerk, as an adminis
trative officer only, and had no discre
tion about 'when they should be sold 
when the demand was made. 

Q. And that it was the duty of the . 
Land Commissioner to advertise this 
land for sale and to fix a date of the 
sale whenever the land was in demand! 

A. Absolutely. The opinion is .plain 
on ·that point. 

Q. Now, what did you do when you 
came down to Austin and saw the Land 
Commissioner! 

A. All right. He says: "Lloyd, I 
am not going to do a thing about these 
sales of University lands until· the 
Supreme Court overrules a motion· for 
rehearing." He said he wanted to be 
certain, as I und!!rstood it, ·and he sa~d 
that it was mandatory, but that· m 
order to be certain and not make any 
misstep in the matter that he was go
ing to wait until the Supreme Court 
passed on the motion for rehearing. 
That was done some time in October, 
that is to say, the Supreme Court .over
ruled the motion for rehearing in the 
Theisen case and it became the final 
judgment of the Court. 

Q. That was in October, 1928! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what did you do! . 
A. All right. I first came down 

here, I believe, probably about the first 
of November, as I recall it, and at that 
time I had a list of the lands by sec: 
tion numbers which my clients desired 
to have placed on sale. Mr. Robison, to 
go .back a little bit, had been receiving 
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various letters in a general way, not 
specifically designating any tract, ask
ing when lands were going to he adver
tised for sale, and urging that it be 
done, and he informed me about people 
coming to the Land Office to see the list. 
Even before I had talked to the Land 
Commissioner about this I had decided 
that there was a general demand, and 
he told me that he had-

Mr. Allen: We object. The witness 
is testifying to conclusions reached by 
Mr. Robison and what Robison said 
about that. We object to that. 

The Witness: Probably it is hear
say. 

Q. State what you said to the Land 
Commissioner, and what he said to you, 
Senator Price. 

A. Well, at any rate, I felt then, and 
I believe now, that no written demand 
was necessary. And I know of the fact 
that a number of the major oil com-

. panies of the State didn't want any of 
this land placed on the market, and I 
knew that probably Btormy times were 
ahead. So, in order to make sure to 
come within the exact meaning of the 
law, I requested it by memorandum 
there at that time; that is to say, Mr. 
Robison went to the printed advertise
ment, which contained the name of the 
county and the section of land, and as 
I called them from my memorandum he 
jotted them off. And then, following 
that, on November 17, after these pencil 
notations had been made prior to that 
time, I wrote him a letter and again 
insisted that these particular lands be 
advertised. 

Q. That letter has been offered in 
evidence? 

A. That letter has been offered in 
evidence. 

Mr. Smith: Will" you consider that 
letter as offered also by us? 

Mr. Allen: Yes, sir. It is in evi
dence already. 

A. (continuing) . Now, then, when 
I came to see the Commissioner, when 
I first came to see him, as I recall, I 
asked him to advertise about 103,000 
acres of land, but when I came back, 
at the subsequent conference, he says: 
"I know that under the Theisen case 
you can specify, demand, any amount 
that you want to be sold, but for the 
interest of dribbling it over several dif
ferent dates I request you to reduce 
your amount." 

Q. Did you do that T 
A. He made it plain that he 

couldn't force me to do that, but that 
I had the legal right under that stat
ute to demand that the whole thing be 

put up, but he requested that I reduce 
the amount of the request. So then I 
went back to I<'ort vVorth and got in 
touch with my clients, and made the 
request that they reduce it down to a 
minimum, and then it was that I wrote 
the letter of November 17, 1928, reduc
ing the request down to about 53,000 
acres, I believe it was. 

Q. Senator Price, did your clients 
submit bids in response to the adver
tisement made by the Land Commis
sioner of the sale of these mineral 
leases? 

A. Yes, they prepared bids. The 
law required a separate piece of paper, 
application or bid, for each particular 
tract, for each section, and they pre
pared their bids and enclosed in their 
bids cashier's or guaranteed checks on 
a Houston hank for the amount of 
bonus. Now, mind you, under the stat
ute the law required, in substance, that 
the minimum that the State or 
University should receive was one
eighth of the oil as royalty. It pro
vided for a five-year period of develop
ment before the actual discovery of oil, 
and for that period it was ten cents an 
acre for the first year, twenty-five cents 
an acre for the second year, and fifty 
cents per acre for the remaining term 
of five years; and then the act pro
vided such additional sum to this mini
mum as tbe bidder might be willing 
to pay in. 

Q. There was also a filing fee? 
A. Yes, a filing fee. Now then my 

clients had considerable expense and 
trouble geologizing that laud. It was 
wildcat territory, but according to 
their various geologists the chances 
looked pretty good; that is, that there 
was a chance, maybe one out of seven 
or eight; seven or eight to one, that there 
might be oil there. It had been geolo
gized and they believed in it rather 
strongly. And after Mr. Robison had 
emphatically stated to me that he 
would advertise this 53,000 acres on 
January 2, they commenced getting 
ready to hid and getting hold of the 
money. They raised_ in all $876,000 to 
pay in as their bids by way of bonus, 
in addition of course to the legal pro
vision in the law that they were to 
pay the royalty of one-eighth. 

Q. The Land Commissioner did ad
vertise those lands? 

A. He did advertise those lands, and 
they were sent forward to most every 
bank in Texas, and the county clerks. 
He had a mailing list owr there, and ' 
they sent them out through the mailing 
list. 
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Q. They were printed! 
A. They were printed, and there was 

a stack of them three feet high right 
where yon go into the Land Office. 
They were printed in the oil journals 
of the nation, and, as brought out in 
the trial of this case in the district 
court. for a week before this sale oc
curred, there were inquiries from Maine 
to Portland, Oregon, Chicago, Massa
chusetts, Arizona, and most all the 
States of the Union, from people that 
were interested in bidding. 

Q. Your clients had to bid in com
petition with all the world! 

A. Absolutely. There was not an 
oil man in Texas, or probably Okla
homa, or anywhere else, who didn't 
know about this competitive sale on 
January 2. 

Q. Now the amount of the bid of 
your clients on the total of 53,000 acres 
was how mu('h? 

A. Well, Mr. Smith, I don't remem
ber just exactly. You see we thought 
better of some sections than we did 
others. Sometimes our bonus that we 
would offer for 640 acres would be 
$25. Again, in certain instances, these 
bonuses they offered ran as high as 
$125 an acre, if I am not mistaken. 
I figured it up. I am not saying that 
is accurate to a cent, but these men 
Gibson and Johnson, and also Renaud, 
I think their anrage bonus that they 
offered to pay into the State was prob
ably over $75 per acre. 

Q. Then what happened after these 
bids were made, were they opened? 

A. Yes, they were finally opened, 
after the trial of that suit in the dis
trict court of Travis county; and my 
clients, these independent oil operators, 
were high; that is, they were high bid
ders on probably three-fourths of the 
land in Block JG of Ward county, and 
in also a number of sections in An
drews county. 

Q. But they were not high bidders 
on all the lands? 

A. 0 no. There were some bids in 
there tl1at I thought their bids were 
foolish, and I told them so, but when 
the thing was opened down there there 
were some of those sections-well, the 
bids ran into millions, the total bids 
that were opened that day; and we 
were outbid on a number of sections. 

Q. Your bids were on lands that were 
advertised for sale on January 2, 1929? 

A. Yes, sir. The reason I was so 
insistent that these lands be put on 
sale on January 2, I knew the power 
behind the thing was going to turn up 

heaven and earth to keep it from be
ing sold, if they could. 

Mr. Allen: We object. The reasons 
that prompted him to do something 
would not be relevant in this case. 

Judge Sinks : Sustain the objection. 
Mr. Allen: I move that the answer 

be stricken from the record. 
Judge Si~s: Yes, I think that is· 

right. 
The witness: I think it is admissi

ble. I do know as a fact that they 
were making every effort to keep this 
sale from being made. 

Mr. Allen: We move to exclude 
that. 

Judge Sinks: All right, that is ex
cluded. 

Q. Do you know of your own personal 
knowledge, Senator Price, that an effort 
was being made to have the Board of 
Regents to make an effort to prevent the 
sale of these lands on January 2, 1929? 

A. Yes, sir; I do know that, and I 
know it well, that friends of oil com
panies who already owned thousands 
of acres out there were going to prize 
np heaven and earth to keep these 
sales from being made if there was any 
way possible. In fact-

Mr. Allen: You have answered the 
question. That is a complete answer, 
and I don't know what he is going to 
say next. I insist that counsel ask 
questions in order that we may have an 
opportunity to object to any irrelevant 
matters. 

Mr. Smith: He was interrupted be
fore he completed his answer. 

A. (Continuing.) I know this, that 
there were two ideas all along being 
broached in this thing, and even the 
ridiculous assertion was made in the 
record, and it is in this record-

Mr. Allen: I object to the witness 
arguing this case at this time. 

Judge Sinks : Just, testify to the 
facts. 

A. (Continuing.) At any rate, one 
of the Board of Regents made the state
ment, and it appeared in the press, as 
an objection to this sale, that t}\e lands 
would not bring three dollars an acre; 
nnd then finally when he was ques
tioned about it in the committee room 
he stated and confessed that he didn't 
know a thing about it. My c.lntPntton 
all along was that it was in competi
tion, that the lands were desirable, and 
that the University ought to ~t the 
n1oney. 

Mr. Allen: He is arguing the case, 
and that is what we are objecting to. 

Q. Did you have occasion, represent
ing your clients, to appear before the 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 32~ 

legislative committee here at .Austin in 
regard to this ma ttcr ! 

.A. Yes. 
Q. Just tell the committee what hap· 

pened, what you said and what the 
other men said there in that committee 
room about this matter? 

.A. llfr. Smith, probably the facts can 
be understood if we will get back and 
tell about this suit. 

M1· . .Allen: I want to make this ob
jection, and I think it is the proper 
time to do it. He is going into what 
happened before that committee. Now 
th~ committee here will remember that 
we wanted to go into the findings and 
results of that investigation, and it was 
excluded on objection of my friends rep· 
re$euting the respondent. Now cer· 
tainly if they go into matters that tl1ey 
say transpired before the investigating 
committee, then we want to bring in the 
official result and findings of that com· 
mittee on these matters he is testifying 
about. 

Mr. Smith: I don't recall them offer
ing that testimony. 

Mr . .Allen: Don't you recall I wanted 
to offer the report of the investigating 
committee? 

Mr. Smith: You are referring to the 
Judge Minor committee? 

Mr. .Allen: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Smith: I am talking about an· 

other legislative committee. It was the 
committee that was considering these 
land leasing laws. That is the com
mittee. 

Mr . .Allen: We will object to going 
into details of matters that were con· 
sidered by a committee with the view 
of enacting legislation because the re
sults of that labor are crystalized in 
any legislation that took place. We 
don't think they could get back behind 
that. It is just a waste of time here. 

Mr. Smith: llfay it please the court, 
it is our purpose to show who appeared 
before that committee urging these 
changes to be made. These gentlemen 
have brought these matters into this 
controversy, and we want to show . as 
best we can what the facts are in re
gard to it. It is not our purpose to 
show anything more with reference to 
this legislative committee other than 
those who appeared urging a change in 
these leasing laws. 

Mr. Freeman: May I ask a prelim
inary question for the purpose of ob
jection? 

Judge Sinks: Yes, sir. 
Q. (By Mr. Freeman): Wben were 

these hearings had, Sena tor Price! 

.A. Some time prior to January 11, 
and after January 8. 

Mr. Freeman: We object on the 
ground that it is entirely subsequent to 
any matter in controversy here, and 
therefore is irrelevant and immaterial 
to this inquiry . 

Mr. Smith: I will ask the court to 
hold the matter under consideration for 
the moment, and we will go back and 
bring up this litigation and show that it 
was all connected together. We will 
drop this line of inquiry for the present 
and go back and bring up some litiga
tion and show the connection between 
the whole. 

The 'Witness: Now, then, as has been 
stated here-

Mr . .Allen: We will object again. 
I don't know what he is going to tes
tify. 

The Witness: Why don't you wait? 
Mr . .Al!eu: That is all right. I will 

object to anything that is wrong. I can't 
protect this committee here except by 
proper and legitimate objections. 

Judge Sinks: .Ask your questions. 
and let him answer them. If you will 
do that we will get along with this case. 

Q. (By Mr. Smith): Was there 
litigation instituted prior to January 
2, 1929, in an effort to prevent the Land 
Commissioner from opening these bids 
on land advertised for sale on Jan
uary 2? 

.A. Yes. 
Q. .Are you familiar with that liti

gation? 
.A. Yes, sir; I am \'ery familiar with 

that situation. 
Q. Now state to this committee as 

briefly and as concisely, but yet com
pletely, the history of that litigation. 

.A. Well, the .Attorney. General, 
through Mr. Trueheart, was endeavoring 
to get Mr. Robison to postpone the sale 
of all of those leases from January 2 
up to some time in January. 

Mr. Freeman: Did your honor rule 
on the objection that this is subsequent 
to the occurrence in issue? 

Judge Sinks: I understood he said 
he was going to drop that end and con
nect up with the suit. 

Mr. Freeman: Yes, sir; I understood· 
that, and we waited for the development 
of the predicate. Has that been done? 

Mr. Smith: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Freeman: We renew the objec

tion, that the matter inquired about is 
entirely subsequent to the meeting of 
the Legislature and entirely subsequent 
to the filing of the injunction suit, and 
therefore it is not material to any con-
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troversy here, and entirely subsequent 
to January 2. 

The Witnes•: That is not t.rnl'. It 
was before that time, what I was going 
to tell about. 

Mr. Smith: The ronrt will rernll 
that counsel for proponl'nt went into 
this very thoroughly with thP witnrs~f's 
Pollard and Truelwart. about this liti· 
gation. \Ye respedfnlly suggest tl1at 
we have the right to show tht_• nthPr sifk 
of that. 

.Judge f'inks: As to that snit, that 
has been gone into hy the other side. 
and us a matter of <'nurse vou Pall 

t.}Uestion 8enator Prier in refc.'rf'nl'l-. to 
that side. A> to this other. what O<" 
rurred in the eommittee room alumt the 
timt.~ thi~ kgislation wns pH8~Pd, that is 
another question. 

:\fr. Rmith: I will ask the rourt to 
withhold his ruling on that until we 
rnquire into this litigation. 

.Judge Sinks: This matter ha• been 
gone into by the other side, and yon 
mav ask his side. 

ilr. Freeman: We are objecting to 
the occurrence before the legislative 
committee. 

Mr. Smith: We nre inquiring about 
the litigation. 

Mr. Freeman: All right. 
Q. Proceed, Senator Price. 
A. All right. After all the negotia· 

tions and the Dillev <'nnferenres and 
what not and so f~rth, Mr. Robison 
finally took the flat position, and after 
this opinion from the Attorney General, 
that he would not be following the law 
and not complying with the mandatory 
requirement of the statute if he didn't 
advertise and make sale of the lands 
for which he had a written and specific 
request. That having been determined 
and his position made clear, of course 
lw did postpone all lands that had been 
advertised other than these 53,000 acres 
for which he had specific request. He 
did go that far. although he doubted 
his authority. Now, then, when he made 
his position clear on that, the Attorney 
General prepared a petition, which was 
sworn to as I recall by Mr. Holliday. 
of El Paso, an attorney of El Paso, and 
a member of the Board of Regents, the 
style of the suit being the State of 
Texas and the Boa rd of Regents versus 
J. T. Robison. As I recall it, Mr. True
heart. I think it was, prepared this peti
tion. which C'ontained an application for 
an injunction. It was carried before 
Judge Calhoun, in rhambers, who, with
out a hearing and in the absence of Mr. 
Robison, granted a temporary writ of 
injunction upon the allegations con· 

tained in that petition. That injunction 
was granted on the first of January, the 
day prior to .January 2. the date of sale. 
\\'e immediately demanded a trial on 
the merits on a motion to dissolve, and 
the Attorney General, that is, Mr. True· 
lll'art. insisted all along on delay of the 
matter. 

Q. This 11m·stio11: Didn't l\lr. True· 
hl•1nl sta !<• in open court that if you 
in.si~ted on the court hearing your mo· 
t ion to dissul ve, as one of the inter· 
Yenors, ht' would demand a jury and 
thereby d<·lav the trial of the case? 

A. ·Yes, ~ir; he stated that franklv 
in open c·ourt, knowing, I think. tl;~ 
Wt'akne~8 of his position. 

:llr. Allen: We object to that. 
The Witness: \Veil. strike it out. He 

11id say this: He stated to me in open 
c1furt that if we didn't agree that it 
might he delayed until after the Legis· 
lature <·onvcned that he was going to 
deman<l a jury and filibuster until they 
clid. Of course, some of his allegations 
were con:-iidered-

Mr. Allen: We object. 
The Witness: All right. We filed 

special exeeptions to the allegations on 
whieh he obtained the temporary in
junction, and finally the trial on the 
merits oe<'urred on .January 17, I be· 
heve, about the sennteenth of January. 
All right. Now, then, prior to the hear· 
ing on the merits Mr. Trueheart got 
very busy up here with the Legislature. 
And. first, Judge Batts prepared a hill 
which repealed, lock, stock and barrel, 
the leasing act of 192.5, but he didn't 
endeavor to make it definitely retroac· 
tive. Thereafter, I don't know who it 
was, and Mr. Trueheart stated he didn't, 
but someone inserted into the bill spe
cific sections that these sales for Jan· 
nary 2, which had been advertised in 
the past, should not take place. I be· 
lieve it was Section 3 that reached hack 
on this ii3,000 acres of land and told 
the Commissioner not to even consider 
them, but bundle them up and make no 
record of them, and sent them back. 

Q. To send them back without even 
opening the bids! 

A. We argued that it would be ex
ceedingly difficult to send them back 
when he didn't know what their 
names were, if he didn't open them. At 
any rate, that statute was literally just 
hurled through the Legislature. 

Q. When did the Legislature meet! 
A. January 8, 1929. 
Q. When was the hill sent down to 

the Governor for sign a tu re? 
A. As I recall it, and Mr. Trueheart 

has testified here that it was put 
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through in record time; and the Legis
lature got here on the eighth, com
menced on the eighth, and towards the 
close of the day. of January 11 this 
bill had become a law and bore the sig
nature of Governor Moody. Well, I 
didn't have a chance to get before the 
Senate committee. It was already out 
there. And then it came over here be
fore this committee, and the gentlemen 
came before them and said it was going 
to be disastrous, that it was terrible, 
tliat tlie University was going to be 
robbed, and what not, aud all of those 
things. 

Q. Who were they? 
A. Mr. Holliday, Judge Batts, and I 

think a number of persons familiar with 
the oil business. 

Q. Representatives of the oil com
panies? 

A. Yes, sir; representatives of oil 
companies were there to some extent, 
as I recall it, but I don't think they 
made any statements much. At any 
rate, there was a large crowd in there 
the night we heard this bill. Of course, 
the objection was interposed that it 
was not fair for the Attorney General 
to try to win a specific lawsuit in the 
Legislature, but great excitement pre
vailed, and finally the bill went 
through. Some of the members very 
frankly told me that I was as right 
as the dictionary, but that they wanted 
to repeal the law, and probably I would 
win out in court. Anyway, the law 
was passed in record time. 

Mr. Hardy of Stephens: Mr. Chair· 
man, I move that the Committee rise 
and report progress and ask leave to 
adjourn until Monday morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Mr. Johnson: Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee rise and report 
progress and ask leave to recess until 
2 o'clock. 

The. Speaker: We have two motions, 
one to recess until 2 o'clock, and one 
until 10 o'clock Monday morning. We 
will vote on the shortest time first. 
As many as favor recessing until 2 
o'clock, say "Yea." OppO!!ed, "No." 
The "Yeas" have it. The House of Rep
resentatives will be in order. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Mr. Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order. 

Mr. DeWolfe: Mr. Speaker, I raise 
the point of order that there is no quo
rum present. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Speaker, I really 
do not believe that there arc over thir
ty members in the House at this time. 
I believe that the members are here in 
town and that we can go out and gl\t 
them. I believe that this matter should 
be given serious consideration by the 
members, and I move you, sir, that 
the Committee of the Whole should re
cess until such time as we have more 
members here for the consideration of 
this matter. 

Mr. DeWolfe: Mr. Speaker, I move 
you that the House stand recessed until 
10 o'clock Monday morning. 

Mr. Speaker: Monday is suspension 
day, and many of the members have 
bills coming up and will want to have 
them acted on at that time. I would 
like for us to go ahead and get as 
much of this matter through with as 
possible at this time. At the request 
of members, those membel'S of the 
House who are out of town, have been 
sent telegrams requesting their presence 
here on Monday. Those telegrams have 
already gone forward. 

Mr. Purl: I think that we can find 
enough members here in Austin to make 
a quorum by 3 o'clock, and suggest 
that a call of the House be ordered. 
I concur in the proposition that we 
ought to ham a quorum, that we ought 
to have a sufficient number here, a 
quorum here to go into this hearing, 
but it was expressed this morning that 
there was no quorum here, and I have 
come to the conclusion that we cannot 
get a quorum here this afternoon. I 
believe that we ought to get a quorum 
and see what can be done. I. move a 
call of the Committee to get a quorum. 

Mr. Moses: I just this moment came 
in, and have not had an opportunity 
to confer with my associates, but I know 
that the House wants to get through 
with these proceedings; I am quite sure 
that the House wants to get through 
with this matter as early as possible, 
a·s there are other matters demanding 
the attention of this House. We have 
been ready at all times, as every mem
ber of this House knows, to go ahead. 

Now, this is Saturday afternoon, and 
if we conclude the testimony of Senator 
Price, and the testimony of Mr. Walker, 
chief clerk in the office of the Land 
Commissioner, we would have that much 
out of the way, and then the respondent 
in this case could take the stand. 

Of course, we would not want the 
testimony of Mr. Robison, the respond
ent in this proceeding, to be introduced 
in the absence of ·some of the members 
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of the House. So far as the balance 
of the testimony of Mr. Price is 1·on
cerned, and the t1•stimonv of l\Ir. 
\\'alkn, ehief clerk in the L111tl Otlire, 
or at least thP t{'stimonv of ~{'Bator 
Price, we would Ill' alih; to condnde 
that this afternoon. 

I want vou mrmlit•r:-; of tlw HonHe 
to understand this. We are trying 
to help you. \\'" ht1\l' been diligent 
and have certainly employed no c\ila· 
tory tat'tirs i11 tllt> prrsentation of the 
testiinony of tlu• n·:;;pnndPnt in this 
proef'Pding. Of cuHrsP. wlu•n thP Land 
Commi~sioner got•s on thf' l-\tancl. we 
"hall want eHn· nwmhPr of the House 
hen• that ran °hr gotten herf', and if 
tlwn• i~ any way nf gdting the a Ust'nt 
memlH•r:-:. lwre. :-.ome uf whom ha\'e not 
he('ll h1'rf' at all. WP, as c·oun~Pl for the 
re•ponrknt. would appre1·iate it. I just 
make this statpment. and I woulfl sav 
further, whatever you do. whateve'r 
you want to do, do it and we are 
pt•rft•etly suhmi~f;i\'(• to your wishe~ in 
tiu.1 matter. as \\'(" haYe alwavs hcen 
'ince we started into thi" pr~<·et•ding. 

:Mr. Rpeaker: A' I understand your 
position. )Ir. ~losc•s, you are willi11g to 
proN'(•<l with Renator PrirP\• tP:..timony 
regardless of ho\\' nrnuy mernUers are 
Jll"('Sf'llt. 

~Ir. )[osp:-;: I mav say this for ronn· 
sel for the n·~pmHll;nt: ~ l\Ir. Prin• lias 
a YPry importa11t Pngagenwnt in Fort 
\Vorth, he has just told me a 1111l!11<·nt 
ag-o, a1Hl as soon as we fi.niRli with him, 
it i"' my urnlerstanding that hP int-Pnds 
to go to Fort \\'orth hr antonwbile. 

l\[r. \\'oodruff: I ( hink it is <tnite 
proper t.hat the •·ntire nwmhe1·"hip of 
t.lw Honse 1}(' lwn• whPn the re~pondent 
tak1•s (ht• starnl. lmt I think that it will 
he n·adilv admitted that !he testimony 
as produced on both sides has not been 
heard hy the nwmht•r,;hip of tlw House. 
hut it has bePn read hv them in the 
Journal as printed from' day to d:ty as 
it has h<'Pll adduced from the stand and 
prin!Ptl in the .Journal; that is true 
herans1;1 so manv of us on r...crount of 
the <·onfu:;.;ion tl;at has existed here in 
the House have not been a hie to hear all 
that wa:;; ~oing on. I think. inasmuch 
a~ cmmsel for the respondent has agreed 
to go on and pnt this tl'stimon~· of 
Renator Pric1• 011 this afternoon that 
we shoul<l pnt it on and get this mat
tl•r e1os<•t1 up so far a~ pos~ihle; sinre 
counsel for the respondent have gra
ciously consented to go on, I hope no 
member will raisp the point of no 
quorum, but will Id this matter pro
ceecl. 

'.\Ir. Purl: I want to hr e<•rtain that 

this procedure here at this time is en
tirely satisfactory to Mr. Robison, the 
respondent and to his counsel. I do 
not think that we can proceed further 
at this time without this. I move now 
that unless we can get the eonsent of 
the respondent, l\[r, Robison, and of 
his counsel, that we as the Committee 
of the Whole. recess until 4 o'clock, 
at which time we ean perhaps go ahead 
with this mattPr. Unless this is en
tirely satisfal'!ory to l\[r. Rohison, as 
respondent, a11d to his counsel, I am 
going to make the point of order that 
there is no quorum. I want the re
spondent and his eounsel to be entirely 
satisfied if we are to proceed at this 
time without a quorum. If Senator 
Price, l\[r. Smith, Mr. Moses and Mr. 
Robison arc willi11g to go ahead with 
this now, that is entirely satisfactory 
to me, but I 1\0 not want to have this 
proceeding go ahead without it is en
tirc•]y satisfactorv to them, and we have 
not ~o far had ,;n Pxpre~sion from the 
rpspon<lPut as to this mattc>r. 

The Speaker: The Committee will he 
in order. 

Mr. Purl: A point of inquiry, Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to have made 
clear whether or not the proc<Jdure with
out having a quorum present at this 
time is entirely satisfactory and agree
able to Mr. Robison and to Mr. Robi· 
son's counsel. 

The Speaker: Counsel has indicated, 
counsel for l\Ir. Robison has indicated 
that they are willing to proceed with 
these other witnesses, but thev desire to 
ha\·e a full meeting of the "committee 
of the Whole when l\fr. Robison takes 
the stand. 

l\Ir. Purl: l\fr. Chairman, I raise the 
point of order that there is not a quo
rum present. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
move that the Committee of the \\-hole 
rise, report progress and ask leave of 
the House to stand recessed until 10 
o'clock on Mondav. 

Mr. Moses: ~fr. Chairman, I am 
placed in just a little embarrassing po
sition and attitude. The facts are that 
l\fr. Price unfortunately has a very im
portant engagement in Fort Worth. It 
iA a very important engagement which 
I knew nothing about until a few mo
ments ago. If it had not been for that, 
we would have been glad to have gone 
on and completed this testimony this 
afternoon. 

Mr. Speck: Mr. Moses, do you ob
ject to proceeding with this investiga
tion in the ahsence of Senator Price, 
one of the counsel for the respondent? 

Mr. Moses: Judge Speck, I would not 
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like to put it in the form of an objec
tion. There is no quorum, that that is 
true is evident. Senator Price has a 
very important engagement in Fort 
Worth, that unfortunately he feels that 
he must fill. And for that reason, if 
the House wants to recess until Mon
day, we have no objection. 

Mr. Speck: And not, as a matter of 
fact, because there is no quorum? 

Mr. Moses: I am not putting it on 
that basis. 

Mr. Speck : You are perfectly 
willing to go on ? 

Mr. Moses: I have not had an op
portunity to confer with my associate 
counsel. 

Mr. DeWolfe: Mr. Chairman, I ask 
leave of the House that we rise, report 
progress and adjourn until 10 o'clock 
Monday morning. 

Mr. Speaker: Gentlemen, you know 
that it has always been the rule to 
spend about a day and a half on sus
pension day. I think that it is a mat
ter of common knowledge that this is 
nearly always done in this House. It 
is the last chance some of the members 
are going to have to bring up their bills, 
and I feel that the House is going to do 
that this time. 

A Member: I think that the Com
mittee should recess unt~l 2 o'clock 
Tuesday. When we meet here at that 
time, I think we ought to go on with 
this investigation without interruption. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Red River. 

Mr. Cox: If the House meets at 10 
o'clock on Monday, and works until 2 
p. m., can the Committee of the Whole 
work in the evening? 

Mr. DeWolfe: I will withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. Barnett: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Hunt. 
Mr. Barnett: I think that we ought 

to go ahead with this matter; we should 
not wait until Tuesday to go ahead with 
this matter. 

I believe that this investigation should 
go ahead without interruption. The 
House should get through with its busi
ness and I think that this is a matter 
where the respondent, Mr. Rebison, 
should be permitted to go ahead and put 
on his testimony without interruption. 
He has been charged here with high 
crimes and misdemeanors. The propo
nents of this charge have been permit
ted to put on their testimony without 
interruption, and I think that this 
House should permit and ought to per-

mit the respondent, Mr. Robison, to put 
his testimony on in the same way with
out interruption. When we take this 
matter up again, I think that we should 
go right through with it and not let 
anything get in the way of it. 

The Speaker: We will hear from Sen
ator Price of counsel for the respondent. 

Mr. Price: This is the suggestion 
that we wish to offer: It is true that 
because of the unfortunate condition of 
the House docket there has been inter
ruptions in our putting on our testi
mony. That is a thing that could not 
be avoided. However, we want to make 
this request of the Committee of the 
Whole and of the House, that when- Mr. 
Robison is put on the stand, we wanJ 
to be able to go through with his testi
mony without interruption "if it is pos
sible to do, so. We think that is very 
necessary. If, as has been suggested 
by some of the members, there are im
portant matters tbat are coming up here 
on Monday, it might be well for the 
committee to recess until Tuesday, in 
order that when we .start to finish up 
our testimony that it can go ahead 
without interruption of any kind. Nat
urally, we would prefer to put all of Mr. 
Robison's testimony on at one time, and 
have as full a representation of the 
members here as possible to get. We 
would like to have every member of this 
Rouse present when Mr. Robison goes 
on the witness stand in order that they 
may hear from him what he has to say. 
However, as has been indicated by Mr. 
Moses, we are not here to dictate what 
you shall do about this matter. We are 
ready to go ahead whenever you say go 
ahead. But we will be. glad to meet 
your wishes in the matter, and whatever 
you may determine as to when you want 
the Committee of the Whole to proceed 
with this matter will be entirely satis
factory and agreeable to us. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Speaker, is there any
thing in the rules to prevent us from 
recessing from now until Tuesday? 

The Speaker: Do I understand that 
you are going to recess until Tuesday? 

Judge Sinks: Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen. I just want to say this: Why 
would not it be a great deal better to 
let this Committee rise, report progress 
and recess until next Tuesday, so that 
this Committee could then get on with 
the work it has to do without inter
ruption? 

Whereupon, the question was put and 
the motion carried, to rise, report prog
ress and recess until 10 o'clock Tues
day morning. 
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TUESDAY, .JUNE 25, 1929. 

MORNING 8E8SION. 

Pursuant to reress taken on 8atur· 
day, .June 22, 1929, the l'ommitteP of 
the Whole met at 10 :Of> a. m. o:i Tu<'s
day, June 25, 19:W. 

The Speaker: TIH· Commit!<'<' of the 
Whole will he in order. 

A Member: l\lr. 8p1•aker. 1 mnve you 
that the Committcl' nf the \\'hole stand 
recessed until tliis hill iH disposed of. 

Mr. K<·mh!P: ~Ir. 8peakcr, I move 
that the Housl' stand at n•ress until 10 
o'clock tomorrow morning. 

A ~lemh<'r: Mr. 8peaker, I move you, 
sir, that \\'l' ris<'. report progress and 
stand rec<•ssecl until this hill now under 
considuation is disposed of. 

The S1w11k<•r: There are two motions 
hl"fonl thP Hou~e. On<'. that we r<'t·ee~ 

until this bill now undPr ronsicleration 
i, <lis1ws1•<l of: a 11<1 the other is, t hn t t lie 
l 'ommittee ri~e, rt> port pro~rrs~ and re
ePss until 10 o'cloC'k tomorrow morn
ing. The shortest time will <'mne first. 

Mr. J'l'tsch: Mr_ Rpeuker. 
The Speaker: Th .. gentleman from 

Gillespie. 
111r. Petsch: would like to know of 

the attorneys whether or not tlwy are 
in position to prorred with this in\·es
tigation, and would also like to know 
approximately how many more wit
nesses tlwy expect to put on in the con· 
sideration of this matter befor.. the 
Committ<'<' of tlH' "'hole? 1 believe 
that the House ought to han• that in
formation so W<' can act intelligently 
on this matter. 

Mr. Kemble: I would like to know 
from the Speaker how many bills we 
have pending at this time for consid· 
eration of the House! 

The Speaker: Out of twenty-four 
Senate bills and thirtv House bills, 
some of which are somewhat cluttered. 
the ealendar is pretty badly crowded. 
\Ve are, as you know, still on suspension 
day. 

A Member: Is it not a fact that the 
Committee of the Whole can hear this 
evidence after the adjournment of the 
House of Representatives? 

A Member: Is it not a fact that the 
Supreme Court held, in the Keen case, 
that there are no appropriations avail
able for the paymr·nt of per diem for 
the memhers of the Legislature! 

The Speaker: They can not draw 
per diem under the decision in that 
case, \mt they can draw their expenses. 

Mr. Kemble: Does not the Constitu
tion specifically set out, in cases of this 
kind, that the House can proceed! 

The Speaker: Is that not statutory 
instead of a constitutional provision T 

l\Ir. Holder: Mr. Speaker, I think 
that matter has been covered by the 
gentleman back there. What I want to 
know is, when we recessed on last Satur
day, if we did not set this morning for 
the Committee of the Whole to take this 
matter upT If we go into the Commit
tee of the Whole at this time, will these 
bills whieh are pending now, will they 
be pending business when we recess 
again T The thing that I am interested 
in is whether or not, if we go out of the 
Committee of the Whole back into the 
House, if we will be still on the bills 
which are now up for consideration! 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. The House 
will be considering the same mes.sure 
which iR now before it when we go out 
of the CommitteP of the Whole. 

Mr. Bond: l\Ir. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Kaufman. 
l\Ir. Bone!: mov<• you that the 

Committee rise, report pr~gress and re
cess until JO :30. 

\Vhereupon the question was taken, 
and the motion was lost. 

The Speaker: The Committee will 
be in order. 

llfr. 8mith: Mr. Chairman and Mem
bers of the Committee-Senator Price 
was on the witness stand when we re
cessed on last Saturday and I assume 
that he will be here within a few mo
ments, but, in the meantime, I would 
like to introduce a letter from Mr. Wal
lace E. Pratt, Director of the Geologic 
Lease and Scouting Department of the 
Humble Oil and Refining Company of 
Houston, Texas, addressed to the Hon. 
J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner, the 
letter being dated December 12, 1928. 

111r. Freeman: Judge Sinks, the 
question of the genuineness of the sig
nature on the instrument in question is 
not questioned. Our objection-we ob
ject to the introduction of the letter on 
the ground that it is irrelevant, imma
terial and hearsa v, and is a transaction 
between other pai·ties and acts by other 
parties not involved in this hearing. 

Mr. Storey: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: Mr. Storey. 
Mr. Storey: I believe that under the 

rules of proredure adopted by the 
House. in conducting this hearing, I 
belien· that fifteen members may ap
peal from the decision of Judge Sinks. 
Now, if we do not know what is in that 
letter or in anv document that is in
troduced, or sotight to be introduced in 
evidence, how is it going to be possi
ble for us to exercise that discretion T 
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The Speaker: That could be ex
plained by Judge Sinks in ruling on the 
matter. 

Mr. Storey: We do not know what 
is in the letter and therefore, would 
not know whether there was any dts
position on the part of the members to 
appeal from the decision of the Presid
ing Judge or not. 

Judge Freeman: We will withdraw 
our objection. 

Whereupon the Reading Clerk read 
the letter, which is as follows: 

B'.umble Oil and Refining Company, 
Geologic, Lease and Scouting Depart

ment. 
Houston, Texas, December 12, 1928. 

if sold now than it would receive if it 
kept its leases off the market for a few 
years, until such time as we may expe
rience a real demand and a better price 
for crude oil. If they are sold now, 
many tracts will fall into the hands of 
speculators at a nominal price, who will 
profit hy the development in the vicin
ity of the University lands at the ex
pense of the University itself and of the 
bona fide oil operators in West Texas. 

'Ve presume that, as Land Commis
sioner, you are offering these lands for 
sale because you feel you have no dis· 
cretion under the law to do otherwise, 
but we think we ought to acquaint you 
with our feeling b the matter, as above 
stated. Honorable J. T. Robison, Land Commis-

sioner, Austin, Texas. Yours very truly, 
My dear Judge Robison: In some (Signed) WALLACE E. PRATT. 

way the lists of University lands on WEP JEF 
which oil and gas leases are to be of- Mr. Smith: Mr. Chairman and Mem
fered for sale to the highest bidder dur- hers of the Committee, Senator Price, 
ing the month of January failed to who was on the witness stand Saturday 
reach me, although I have asked my when we recessed, is in town, but he has 
name to be placed on your mailing list not gotten here yet, and just as soon 
for such notices. Edgar Townes has as the Senator gets here we expect to 
just handed me the second list of such put him on the stand and finish with 
University lands, and I have just wired his testimony, and then we will place 
you, asking that you send me a copy Mr. Robison on the stand, and we will 
of the first list and any other lists of then be ready to rest. We have sent 
such University lands. I take this oc- after Senator Price and he should be 
casion again to ask that you place my here in a few moments. In the mean
name on your mailing list for future time, Mr. Robison and Mr. Price neither 
notices of such sales. I presume that being here, we will have to ask for a 
if any lists were sent to us, outside of few moments' delay. 
the one Mr. Townes received, they were A Member: Mr. Chairman, I move 
addressed to the company and probably you that we now rise, report progress · 
went to some other department by mis- and ask leave of the House to recess 
take. Consequently, I will be glad if until 11 o'clock. 
you will address future notices to us Whereupon the question was taken, 
personally, in order that they may come and the motion prevailed. 
to the attention of my department. Pursuant to recess taken at 10: 30 
Likewise, I would be glad if you would this morning, the Committee of the . 
send copies of such notices to Mr. David Whole was resumed, whereupon Senator 
Frame, care of the company, McCamey, Lloyd E. Price was recalled to the wit
Texas. This is in order that our di- ness stand and was examined as fol
vision employes may be directly ad- lows, by 
vised of these sales, which are impor- Mr. Smith: Mr. Price, when we re-
tant to us. cessed on last Saturday, we were up to 

We feel that it is unfortunate, both the point of discussing the litigation in 
for the University and the oil industry, Judge .Moore's court. The suit that was· 
that the proposed sale of oil and gas brought by the Attorney General's De
leases on University lands should be partment against Mr. Robison for the 
made at this time. The industry can purpose of enjoining him from making 
ill afford either to develop or to carry sale of the lands that he had adver
these leases under the present condi- tised to place on sale on January 2nd, 
tions of over-production and low prices 1929--is -that correct? 
for crude oil. The University can ill A. Yes, sir. 
a!ford to be a party to bringing more Q. Then Campbell and Brown inter-
01! onto the market when it is already vened and also sought an injunction 
receiving such a low price for its roy- against the Land Commissioner! 
a.lty oil. Moreover, in my judgment, A. Yes, sir. 
th!' University will receive a smaller Q. What did they seek to enjoin him 
total bonus for its oil and gas leases from doing! 
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A. Well, the Commissioner had 
agreed to postpone, or attempt to post· 
pone. the •ale of all lands other than 
the ,;;J,000 aert•s for which he had S]J<'

t"itfr tlrmn11d in writi11g, that was <uh·l·r
ti.;;.P(l for .January '2nd. Xnw then. Camp
hell & Brown hat! pn•pared to hit! on 
~Otlll' of thPst' la1Hls. 1 hat hail \Jl't'll ad
vertised, other than the ;,:l,000 Hl'rt''· 

Q. There was a tkmn Ill[ nt hPr than 
that for the fi:l.000 nrrcs? 

A. There ~rPnwd to lit' a getwral cle
n1mHl for tlw pl:wi11g of othf'r lands on 
the market otlwr than the :i:l.000 acres 
.,,·hi<·h wa!". a1hPrtise1l to hl' ~old on .Jan
uary 211<1. lt was <'OlltrHtkd in their 
intt_:n·p11t ion t Ila t 1 lw Land ( 'ommis~iorwr 
had 110 powt•r to 1·ha11g<" the elate:-:, and 
that ht• had no powt•r to po,tpone any of 
thP ~ale~ of thl'st• land"'. 

Q. Now. what was the rc-1111 of the 
1itigati1H1 in ,Judge l\Ioorr·s C'onrt •t 

A. \\"..JI, thc n•,nlt was that nil of 
tlH' nets arul th<• dPPh:in11 of th<' ('om-
111i~~imwr wPre up1u,hl. 

Q. By that yon rnt•an that till' in· 
jnn<'lion ,nit brought hy the Attorney 
General was <lis>oh·ed. or thP temporary 
in,iund ion theretoforl' grautetl was <li~
solwd. an<l the p<'rmancnt injunction 
wa~ refn~l'd? 

A. That is it. 
Q. And thi.-; injnnrtion snit brought 

b~· l'amplu'll & Brown against the Land 
l'ommi~~ionl•r wa:-: also refuf'ed? 

A. YP~. ~ir. 
Q. :'.\Ir. Robison was eompletely up

held in his contention? 
A. Yt•s, sir. 
Mr. Freeman: We object to that; 

·whether or 11ot the Land Commis..;ioner 
wa' uphrld in his contention is a matter 
.of jUtlgment on till' part of the witnc•s. 

:'.\Ir. Smith: Counsel for the propon· 
ent>< went into that matter-the matter 
of the jndgm<·nt of the Land Commis
sioner being nphrld when l\lr. Trueheart 
wa• on the ·stand. l\Ir. Price, the witne"' 
was mw of the coun>'el, one of the at
torneys in that litigation, and in that 
ca;.e, ·and is familiar with all the pro
C'eeding:-:, and certainly should be in a 
position to answer whether or not the 
Land Commissioner was upheld in his 
contentions and a' to what happened. 

)Ir. f'mith: Spnator Price, did you 
lta\'f.' anv c·onvrr~atiun with Governor 
ll!oodv r~lati,·e to these lease sales? 

A. • Yes, sir. When I :1'c1•rtained 
that this effort was being made to stop 
the sale advertisecl for .January 2, 1929. 
I got in rommuni<'atiou with IDy clients, 
I believe it was )Ir. Gib-on and a),o .Mr. 

.Johnson. and we eame over here to see 
the Governor and endeavored to show 
him that that sale of the 53,000 acres 
as a<lvertised for January 2, would not 
bP an injury to the University, or the 
l'niversity funds, but on the contrary 
would undoubtedly be a good thing for 
tl1t• liniyrrgitv fu:1d, an<l * * * 
that I learned· that a concerte<l effort 
nnd a great an10u11t of pre:-.-.sure was b~· 
ing brought on !ht' Governor and the 
Attorney Genernl---

1\lr. Allen: \\'c objc<'t to that-He is 
f'tating a l'ondusion, purely and simply

.Judge Sinks: The objection is >llS
tained. 

:'.\Ir. Smith: Did the Governor tell 
you who wa~ insh•ting- that the~e lands 
he withdrawn from sale? 

A. I do not recall that he went into 
clt•tails, but he did mention the fat't that 
tlw RegPnt' of the l'niversity were re
CJlle,ting it-the Boar<l of Regents. Now, 
l d., want to state this speC"ili<"ally, with 
rrft>rPll{'P to that judgmPnt that )Ir. 
Hobison's t'ontention was that he had no 
cli'<·rction in the matter, and that after 
ha,·ing a specific demand, that is to say, 
a written demand for the 53,000 acres, 
that he ha<l no power to postpone the 
sale of that 53,000 acres, and Judge 
:'.\loore held that lie did not have the 
power. In the next place, the Land 
Commissioner insisted that this tempor
ary injunction restraining him from 
making the sale of the 53,000 acres was 
;•rroneous, and District Judge J. D. 
:'.\Ioore held that that was erroneous. 

l\Ir. Allen: We object to that. The 
objection made to that testimony was 
sustained by Judge Sinks, and now the 
witness is going on and stating what the 
judgment showed. The judgment is 
the best evidence of what the ruling of 
the Court was, and would speak for it
'°lf, and there seems to be quite a dif
ference of opinion between counsel and 
l\Ir. Trueheart and the Attorney Gener
al's Department as to just what that 
ju<lgment and opinion really meant, and 
we do not think that the witness should 
be permitted to go ahead in view of the 
ruling of Judge Sinks and construe the 
judgment rendered by Judge Moore-
let the judgment speak for itself-it is 
the best evidence. The objection that I 
am making is that he is undertaking to 
'tale what the judgment of the court 
·.vas. The judgment of the court will 
speak for itself. 

Mr. Price: l\Iay it please the Court, 
I do not feel in this matter that one 
rule of evidence ought to apply to the 
proponents in this case and another ap-
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ply to the respondent. You will recall 
that Mr. Trueheart went into details 
pertaining to this matter without ob· 
jection, as to just what points he won. 
There was no objection to that. And I 
want to say this here and now, in reply 
to the able counsel from Dallas, in which 
he argued before Your Honor that cer· 
tain testimony ought to be allowed to 
go in, and certain other evid~nce ought 
not to go in. It is true that we can 
introduce that judgment in evidence 
and argue those matters, but there are 
certain facts heN! that are in dispute 
as to what that judgment did do, and 
we only want to answer directly the tes· 
timony of Mr. Trueheart. He went into 
it and said what he won in that judg· 
ment, what the contention of the At
torney General's Department was, and 
we merely want to show what our con· 
tention of the matter was and what 
points we won in the judgment handed 
down by Judge Moore. 

Mr. Allen: Now, to get the record 
squarely before you on that point. My 
recollection of all of this was that on 
some points this judgment decided the 
matter in favor of the Attorney Gener
al's Department and on other points in 
favor of the Land CommissiOner. These 
questions propounded to Mr. Trueheart 
and the answers elicited thereby were 
brought out in response to interroga
tions propounded to him on cross ex
amination by the respondent's counsel, 
and it was in response to those questions 
that Mr. Trueheart mentioned the points 
on which the Attorney General's Depart
ment was sustained and the points on 
which the contentions of the Land Com· 
missioner were sustained. However, the 
judgment of the court speaks for it
self. It is not a matter for counsel for 
the respondent or for counsel for the 
proponents to construe. I am making 
this objection merely in the interest of 
time and in order to expedite the han
dling of this matter. 

Judge Sinks: The objection will be 
sustained. The judgment of the court 
is the best evidence that can be intro
duced and for that reason the objection 
will be sustained at this time. 

Cross-Examination. 

By Mr. Freeman : Senator Price, you 
testified that you were rea1·ed in East 
Texas? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That you have known Mr. Rob· 

ison, the Land Commissioner, since you 
wer>e seven or ten years old? 

A. Yes, sir, that is true. 

Q. That during all these years the 
relations between you and the Commis
sioner of the Gen<!ral Land Office have 
been very friendly? 

A. Yes. With just this explanation. 
When I was a boy ten years old I, of 
course, knew him merely as a ten year 
old boy would know him and not in 
what you would term an intimate way. 
Our families were on very friendly terms. 
It was only after I got up--grew up-
and became an adult that our relations 
were friendly and at that time he was 
here in Austin and I was in East Texas. 

Q. You are practicing law at Fort 
Worth? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Your clients, Gibson, Johnson and 

Renaud live at Abilene? 
A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. Had you been acquainted with 

them prior to this professional engage
ment or was that the beginning of your 
professional acquaintance with them? 

A. Well, they had been clients of my 
firm off and on for some time and I 
had met them casually in the lobby of 
our office but had never known them in
timately or had anything to do with 
them myself in a professional way up 
until this particular time. 

Q. You were the member of your 
firm selected by them for this particular 
service? 

A. No, they came in and wanted th~ 
firm to give them some advice on how 
to make application for the purchase of 
these leases and it just so happened that 
it fell to my lot to look up the Statutes 
and to formulate an opinion on the mat
ter. 

Q. Were you at that time employed 
to come to Austin and consult with the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office 
in re!!'arrl to the question of how to pro
ceed in the matter of making application 
for the purchase of these lands? 

A. No. sir. When I oommenced to 
examine the Statutes as I have stated 
before. every one was up in the air as to 
what could be done. In fact, no one 
seemed to know whether we could make 
the application until we had studied 
the statutes with the view of determin
ing whether or not you could rely rm 
any purchase that might be made under 
its nrovi:sion as giving a title to the 
lands which might be purchased. That 
is, whether or not the statutes was 
valid or not. 

Q.. Then, as part of the employment , 
you accepted at that time you fater 
came to Austin and consulted with the 
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Commissioner of the General Land O!!ice 
relative to this question? 

A. Yes, sir. Not so much on ques· 
tions of law as on getting the Commi"· 
sioner's interpretation of the law. That 
is to find out just what Mr. Robison 
thought of the law and how it should 
be administered. 

Q. Prior to the time your dients had 
made an examination of the lands on 
which they desired to purchase a lease, 
wasn"t it? 

A. Yes. I think they had made a ten
tative-at least a tentative examination 
of the land. 

Q. They advised you in that confer
ence that they desired that some pro
ceeding be arranged and outlined by 
which they eould have an opportunity 
to purchase that land? 

A. Yes, thev wanted us. as their law
yers to advise· them how to proceed, in 
order to haw an opportunity to bid on 
some of these leases. 

Q. That was one of the things at least 
that you desired to confer with the Com
missioner about? 

A. What do you mean by "One of the 
things"? 

Q. I understood you came down to 
get his construction of the statute in 
certain respects, isn't it true, Senator, 
that vou came down to discuss with 
him the prol'edure which would enable 
these people, these clients of yours, to 
get this land in such shape they could 
bid upon it? 

A. Yes. Not particularly these peo
ple. I didn't tell the Commissioner 
who my people were until Jong after he 
had told me how he construed the Act. 

Q. In any event-
A. In fact, he told me, said, "l don't 

want to know who they ar·e, don't care." 
Q. 1n any event, you and the Com

missioner came to an agreement about 
the procedure to get the land you were 
interested in plac·ed on sale about Jan
uary 2nd 1 

A. No. we didn't come to any agree
ment. it wasn't a matter of agreement 
at all. What I asked the Commissioner 
was that simple question, "Now, here is 
the law which vou have refused to fol
low"; he saicl that he wasn't going to 
do a thing under it until the 8upreme 
Court passed on the Theisen case finally. 
Now, Judge Freeman, it was this way
that Jaw had been attacked by certain 
parties on the ground of its validity. 
and was pending in the Supreme Court 
in the Theisen case. \Yhen I c9.me to 
Mr. Robison he said, "I am not going to 
do a thing about this, I am not goi11g 

to advertise a single square foot cf this 
land until the Supreme Court finally 
setR its foot down in the Theisen case." 
Well, now, that happened in October
in October the Theisen case was firmly 
and finallv established as the law of this 
State. th~t is the case in which it was 
held that that law was mandatory and 
that he must adverti!>e them upon proper 
1lemand. Then I came back after that. 
There was no agreement, he merely tc.ld 
me what he understood his duties wtre 
under that law when certaiu definite 
things were done by a citizen. 

Q. Now, Senator, in the interest of 
time, I am going to ask you questions 
briefly and directly, ancl I will ask you 
plem~e, 8ir, to make surh answers as are 
responsive. I am complaining about 
that last answer, Senator. because it 
is not responsive. 'When you came the 
second time, when was that! 

A. \Veil, I don't know when it was
I <'ouldn't give the dates in numerical 
order-along about that time, [ had oth
er business at the Capitol her~. and I 
came here with reference to this matter 
after the Theisen case had been estab
lished in November. 

Q. About when was that. as near as 
you can remember? 

A. It was along abont the 1st of 
November. 

Q. Was it at that conference when 
you and the Commissioner together went 
over some of the descriptions in Ward 
and other counties, and you obtained 
the information from which you wr~te 
the letter in evidence? 

A. No, all the information 1 hacl, I 
had the maps, and advertisementP, I 
clidn "t get any information as to the 
land. I did this, Judge: Along about 
the 1st of November, I told him and 
made a demand-when I say "demand" 
I mean I req nested that certain sections 
of land be advertised for sale, ancl he 
went hack then to some records that he 
had there, and as I made the request 
for them, he would check them off. 
• Q. First, did you at that conference 
or any other have an agreement with 
the Commissioner that you would make 
a written demand or write him a letter 
on that subject, embracing the lands 
which you desired sold on January 2nd! 

A. Xo, sir, we had no agreement at 
all ab,,ut it. Out of abundance of pre
caution I suggested to him; I said: 
"Well, Mr. Robison, I have given you 
these sections verbally. I think it 
would be a good idea, when I get back 
to the office, I am going to confirm this 
and make a demand in writing." 
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Q. Then he did know that you were 
going .to address him a letter on that 
subject, which would be in the nature of 
a demand that this land go on the 
market, and give him a description of 
the particular land! 

A. Well, now, as to just what he 
knew I couldn't say, but I just telling 
you what I told him-that I thought I 
was going back to Fort Worth and fol
low my verbal dem11J1d with a written 
demand. 

Q. You stated in substance to the 
Committee that you made a written de
mand for certain specifically described 
land, didn't you? 

A. I think I did. 
Q. That embraced the land that Gib

son and Johnson and Renaud were in
terested in ! 

A. No, it didn't; it was less than 
wh'at they were interested in. They were 
interested in more land than that, and 
we reduced our demand at the instance 
of Mr. Robison, just-

Q. Stated in other words, the land 
you described in that letter was all the 
land in which Gibson, Johnson and 
Renaud were interested? 

A. Yes, sir, they were interested to 
the extent that they wanted to bid on 
it along with others. 

Q. When did you first learn that 
there was an effort being made to have 
notices given postponing the sale on 
January 2nd! 

A. Well, I noticed in the press
Q. I am just asking about the time, 

Senator! 
A. Well, I don't remember the date, 

but it all came up very suddenly. I 
know that I hadn't dreamed there was 
going to be any such work as that in 
December; I didn't know what would 
occur the next year; but it all came up 
so suddenly, Judge, that I don't remem
ber just the exact date these things 
were done; but I remember along in 
December I noticed some articles in the 
press in which it was stated that Mr. 
Holliday, of El Pa.so, was opposing 
these sales, and also that Judge Batts 
was opposing them, and that the Attor
ney General had become interested 
in it. 

Q. I am just interrogating about the 
date, Senator, nothing else? 

A. It was in December, I think, that 
I first found out there was opposition. 

Q. Were you advised at that time 
that· an effort would be made to amend 
or repeal the law relative to the sale of 
leases on l}niversity lands! 

A. I don't think I learned about 

that until along toward the first of the 
year. 

Q. You testified at some point In the 
negotiations you learned that somebody 
was going to raise Heaven and earth to 
prevent the sale of that land? 

A. Yes, sir, I think so. 
Q. When was that? 
A. Well, that was along about the 

close of December. 
Q. Did you at that time know that 

the matter of repealing or amending 
the law was under consideration and 
advisement 1 

A. Yes; I found out that the Board 
of Regents had it in their minds to take 
the jurisdiction away from the Larid 
Commissioner in the sale of the lands, 
and put it under the control of the 
Board of Regents, as Mr. Pollard testi
fied here the other <lay, so that they 
could j11st trade them and traffic them 
as they saw fit, to use his language. 

Q. Your clients, or the gentlemen 
for whom you were acting, were very 
anxious to have the matter closed on 
January 2nd, were they not? 

A. \Veil, they were depending on 
me for that. 

Q. Then you were very anxious 
about the matter, to have the matter 
closed on January 2nd, weren't you! 

A. Well, not to ha \"e the matter 
closed. I was very anxious, particu
larly after I ascertained that there 
might be some trouble about it, that I 
wanted it on January 2nd, yes. 

Q. You knew that the Legislature 
would com·ene on January 8th, didn't 
you? 

A. Yes. 
Q. And you were anxious to get as 

much advantage, properly serving your 
clients, as you could in these lands be
fore the Legislature met, weren't you? 

A. Yes, certainly. I didn't want, 
after we had spent thousands of dollars 
in preparing, I didn't want to do all 
that work and just be cut off by the 
competitive statute-and there was 
nothing wrong about it, hut the Legis
lature made it that way. 

Mr. Allen: We object to the wit
ness' arguing the matter at this time. 

Q. You testified this forenoon, Sena
tor, that you had a conversation with 
the Governor and tried to convince the 
Governor, and certain of the Regents, 
that it was a good thing for this land 
to be sold on January 2nd? 

A. I endeavored to show certain 
facts to the Governor, which, to my 
mind, made it conclusive that this sale 
on January 2nd, under the conditions 
then existing, would bring in a couple 
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of million dollar. or so to the Cnivcr
sitv, with a chanrp of ron11t ,. ; in other 
wo

0

r<ls, I tried to demo1;slri;tccl to tlw 
Governor-I didn't talk to !ht• l:eg1·11t• 
at all, didn't try to explain it lo them
but I <lid try to explain to tl1<• Gov
ernor that hf' was wron!.! about it. that 
he \Vas lwing illy ach·i~1·1l from thl! 
Rtandpoint of tlu• inlt•re't of till' l'.ni
versity, nn<l, that hPing wil<lt'ltl terri
tory, an<l it lwing opl'll land out there, 
that the t inw wa" rip1• to make a sale 
of that leasr, atHl that it woul<l get 
mor" rnorwy tlia ·1 t'H'll hv waiting until 
probably it wa< rornlemn~d or clry wells 
being <lrilleel around there. 

Q. Your dt•<'iRion that it was a good 
thing for the• State waR ba•e<l on the 
itlt•a that your propk and other hidclers 
woule! liid more than tlwy 1•ould rea
sonahly '''P""t to pay later 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
</. Then promptly, when lht• miunc

tion suit was filed nn behalf of vour 
clients, you intcrvenecl with tlw idc

0

a of 
]H'Hl'nti'ng the postponing of the 
matter. and you <lid that be<·ause you 
thought it ""'" hett.•r for your clil'nts 
than for it to go further, didn't you 1 

A. Than for it to go further? 
Q. The postponement-one time you 

talked to the Governor. SPnator, saying 
it was to the interest of the Stat1• to 
postpone it; anoth£>r time you wrre in
tervening to prevent the postponement? 

A. You just 11idn't understand my 
testimony at all; I didn't say that. 

Q. \Veil, I just want yon t,, state 
it, then, as clearly ancl as briefly as 
you can. 

A. That i• Hartly what want 
to do. 

Q. All right, r<•-stnte it. if clidn't 
undfr•tand it. 

A. I w .. nt to the Governor and tried 
to show him that the postponem<•nt of 
the sale of these 53,000 acres would 
work to the detriment financiallv of the 
L'niversity of Texas- • 

Q. All right. 
A. I dicln't take the position that it 

should he postponed; I took the posi
tion that the law ought to be followed, 
that the• sale ought to he made, and 
that •111<ler the then existing conditions 
the l'niversity of Texas would get more 
money out of that land than they would 
by postponing it. 

Q. If the Fni\'Prsity of Texas would 
gt>t k"' money by postponing, and your 
<'lients wen• inl<•r<•sted in buying as 
c•hPnply as tlwy t'ould. then why did 
you intern•ne to prennt postponement, 
whi<'h, you thought, or told the Gov
ernor you thought, wou Id be a loss to 

the Stat<' and, consequently, to the ben
pfit of vour clients! 

A. \\"ell, as a matter of fact. my 
elicnts had, in response to a •olemn 
ulfer of this State, under tlw manda
tory statute, approved by your Supreme 
Court, irone to trouble and expense, had 
explored these lands, had acted in good 
faith, had hired me as an attorney to 
tell them how to hid; thPV wmt in 
there and they found applirations, many 
at sennty-th"t· dollars a ·1 acre and over, 
as a bonus, and on certain sections, 
though, there were others who placed 
hids twire as high as we did-we were 
not high on all the lands-and after we 
had done all of that, a1Hl the structure, 
from a geological stan<lpoint, it looked 
-it simply amuunte1l to this, Judge 
FrPeman. it was a good gamble, from 
the standpoint of an oil man, there was 
about one .. hance in sixtv that there 
would he oil on that-they had gotten 
up this money and had gone that far, 
and we didn't want to be outdone; in 
other words, w<· wanted the State to do 
what we thought an individual would 
he· required to do under the same stat
ut<~to stav with its contract when it 
was offered: 

Q. Did you not think it was better 
for your clients that the injunction suit 
he dissolwd and the sale he permitted 
to proceed, than for the injunction to 
be granted? 

A. Certainly, I did, or I would not 
have made tlw effort to dissolve the 
injunction. Rut, ,Judge. at thllt time I 
clidn't know then. ancl I don't know 
now, whether it would he to their 
financial interest or not. Xow, listen, 
if there was oil out there, and mv cli
ents would mak<' some monl'V, the Uni
\"<•rsity would get thl' million-dollar 
bonus and the one·eighth; if therP waR 
no oil, though, then we would lose all 
that; all that monev, ahsolutelv, hut 
the University would get the money. 
Ho, coming and going, right and left, 
th,. University had all to gain and 
nothing to lose by accepting our hid; 
and the stopping of it, I say here now, 
not only does not help the University 
of Texas, but prevented it from getting 
the fund-

1\lr. Allen: One moment. I object to 
the witness arguing this case on the 
witncs• stand. 

Mr. Smith: We think, may it please 
the court, that counsel has invited argu· 
ment by the questions he has asked this 
witness, and the witness has the right 
to answer the questions on cross-exami
nation. 

)Ir. Allen: We submit that none of 
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it is in response to any questions that 
were ask.ed and has only resulted in the 
witness being permitted to argue this 
case now, instead of at the proper time; 
and what are facts upon that, and what 
are deductions, and what is the law, 
are as far apart as the poles, but we 
will get to that in our argument to the 
Committee as a body. 

Mr. Smith: The questions call for 
argument, couldn't call for anything 
else. He says why did you go down 
there and intervene to prevent the sale? 
The answer was an answer given on 
cross-examination. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Mr. Smith is in 
error about what the question was, and 
the record will show that he asked him, 
"Didn't you think it was to the interest 
of your clients that the sales .be post
poned ?" That was all he asked, and 
then he--

Mr. Smith: I beg counsel's pardon. 
Judge Freeman asked him about his 
_conversation with the Governor, and 
then why he went down and intervened 
in that lawsuit. 

· _ Judge Sinks: Judge Freeman, are 
you through with Mr. Price? 

Judge Freeman: One more subject 
I want to ask him about, if Your Honor 
please, and then I am through. 

Q. You state, Senator, that the Leg
islature met on the 8th, and the bill 
relative to the sale of the University 
leases, enacted by the Legislature, was 
approved on January 11th? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. What was your exact statement 

as to the manner and haste with which 
this Legislature acted on that question 
-I don't think I recall exactly what 
you said, and I would thank you to 
repeat it. 

A. Well, I couldn't recall just the 
exact wo~ds that I used, hut you ought 
to recall it-I think I said it was liter
ally hurled through the Legislature. I 
meant by that, of course, that the mem
bers-al! this bugaboo and scarrecrow 
and mare's nest were brought up before 
them and scared them to death-and I 
am not blaming the Legislature at all
their judgment. many of them, was 
never different from what it was-

Q. I didn't ask you that, I asked you 
what you said-

A. Yes, you were asking me--
Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, he 

has asked a specific question and the 
witness, who is a learned and able 
lawyer, must know he is going beyond 
the question when he makes a statement 
of tliat ll:ind. 

A. He asked for the language. I 

am going to say what I said. I said, 
it was literally hurled through this 
Legislature, but not by the members of 
this Legislature. 

Q. Did you mean to say, Senator, 
and now mean to say, that the members 
of this House were requested to do at 
that time a thing they ought not to have 
done and would not have done exrept 
for those influences? 

A. I have no criticism on earth to 
offer to any member of this Legislature. 

Q. The answer to that question is 
not responsive, and I a•k that your an
swer be responsive? 

A. I think it is responsive. You 
asked me if I said about this Legislature 
something I didn't do, and I have the 
right to make it plain. 

Q. That is not in response to my 
question? 

A. What was your question? Let 
the reporter read the question. 

(The reporter read the question, as 
follows: 

Q. Did you mean ro say, Senator, 
and now mean to say, that the members 
o! this House were rrque•tcd to do Rt 
that time R thing t.h~_v ongh~ not to 
havu done and would not have •lone ex
cept for thosP i'llluences? 

A. I submi~ that that answer to that 
qn'*s1ion mak2s nere~~~~'TY an explann.· 
tion of it. 

,Tudge Sink-= You stated yon did not 
criticise the Legislature. You have an
swere<l the question. 

A. I will say this. Judge Freeman, 
in answer to that question, and I think it 
1s right and fair. Here the members 
came down here on thu t!th-·-

Mr. Allen: Now if th~ (\~Llrt please, 
we object to a dissertation here, we want 
an answer to the question. 

Judge Sink;: Yon hg,v.i already stat
ed you did not crit.id~e the Legislature 
for passing thP lnw. 

A. I want to say this, and it is re
sponsive, I think. in fa>rness. I want to 
say this. that question is a veiled ques
tion, and I conldn't answer it categori
cally, hut my answer would be that I 
never thought of criticising or attempt
ing to criticise the Legislature for pas~
ing this act. I do say this, and this is 
responsive, that we do not object to the 
repeal of the act, no hand was raised, 
to the repeal of this a<'t, but it was our 
contention when these diff Prences came 
up that this land was bringing more 
than its market value, but we didn't 
have time to hear-

·Mr. Allen: Just a moment. We did 
not ask a word about that, Judge Sinks. 
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Now. we object to the question asked 
by counsel because it is manifestly un· 
fair and speculative in its nature, ir
relevant and incompetent. 

Judge Sinks: Well, the question is 
a!'swered. Have you any more ques
t10ns? 

Judge Freeman: That is the last 
question. 

(Witness excused.) 

Thereupon the respondent, J. T. Robi· 
son, was called in his own behalf, and 
was duly sworn by the Speaker, hut be
fore interrogation of the witne~s began, 
the following proceedings were had: 

:\Ir. Keller of Dallas: Mr. Speaker, 
the eounsel thP other day requested that 
:\Ir. Robison's testimony be not inter
rnpt<'<I. In dew of the fact that it is 
so IH'ar the time to rece>S, and it would 
mean an interruption of his testimony, 
wouldn't it be better for the committee 
to reee .. s at this time, and they (•an put 
him on at 1 :30 or 2:00, and go straight 
on through. I think it would be better 
to do that, Mr. Chairman. 

The Speaker: What about that, Mr. 
Price? 

Senator Price: Well, that is all right. 
Mr. Keller: I move that the commit

tee rise, report progress, and ask per
mission to recess until 2 :00 o'clock. 

:\Ir. Long of Wichita: I move that 
the committee rise, report progress, and 
ask permission of the House to reces;i 
until I :30. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
\Virhita moves that the committee rise, 
report progress, and ask permission of 
the House to recess until I: 30. All in 
favor of the motion will say "Ave." 
(Cries of "Aye.") Those opposed, "No." 
That was a tie. The Speaker will vote. 
Come back at 1 :30. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1929. 

AFTERNOOX SESSION-I :30 P. M. 

Mr. Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order. Gentlt•men. are you ready to 
proceed? 

Whereupon, .J. T. Hobison. the re· 
spondent herein, having been previously 
duly sworn testified as follows on 

Din·ct Examination. 

By Mr. Price: 
Q. Your name is ,J. T. Robison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Robison? 
A. In the vicinity of Austin. 

Q. Are you Land Commissioner of 
the. Htate of Texas? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you the respondent in this 

investigation proceeding! 
A. Yes, ~ir. 
Q. How old are you, Mr. Robison? 
A. 8ixty-seven years old. 
(1. Wber" were you born, J\Ir. Robi

son? 
A. Morris county, Texas. 
Q. What portion of the State is Mor

ris county located in? 
A. ~or!hea<t Texas. 
Q. l\Ir. Robison. where did you at

tend school? 
A. Country schools of Morris county, 

town scl10ol of Daingerfield in Morris 
county, Texas, Sam Houston State Nor
mal and. the University Law School. 

Q. Were you admitted to the bar! 
A. I was. 
Q. Where did vou first practice your 

profession? • 
A. Daingerfield, Morris county, 

Texas. 
Q. Is that just to the west of where 

you were born? 
A. Yes, sir. Daing<·rfield is eight 

miles from where I was born. 
Q. Did you ever hold an official po

sition in that county! 
A. Y(•s, sir. I was appointed County 

Attorney and served in that capacity a 
couple of years. I served as a member 
of the Legislature from 1891 to 1892. 

Q. From what district! 
A. '.\!orris, Cass, Bowie and Marion 

counties. 
Q. During the period of yonr service 

in the Legislature did you take any 
special interest in the land laws of Tex
as or in the formation of the land laws 
of Texas l 

A. I did not. 
Q. What hills, if any, were you inter

ested in at that time especially? 
A. General legislation. I was the 

author of onlv about two bills that I 
recall that got through. 

Q. What were they? 
A. One was the reduction of the le 

gal rate of interest from 12 to IO per
('ent to 8 to 6 percent and the other 
was making receivers of railroads lia
ble for damages in case of death of em
ployees. 

Q. Now you say you taught school, 
l\lr. Robison, where did you teach school! 

A. I taught in the country schools 
in the communities about where I was 
born in Morris county and also what 
we would call the high school in Dain
gerfield. 
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Q. Was that prior to the time you 
were admitted to the bar! 

A. It was. 
Q. You are married and have reared 

a family have you not, Mr. Robison! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you marry and when 1 
A. Naples, Morris county, Texas, 

January 2, 1894. 
Q. Have you any children 1 
A. I have two living and two dead. 
Q. How many boys and how many 

girls! 
A. Three boys and one girl. 
Q. Three boys and one girl! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now have you 1n your family

have you had other children that you. 
have reared or assisted in rearing-

Mr. Allen: We object to that as be
ing wholly irrelevant and i=aterial to 
any issue in this proceeding. He has 
stated what his family consists of and 
now counsel wants him to state what 
other members his family consisted of 
or what other children he has reared or 
assisted in rearing. We do not think 
that that is admissible as evidence in 
this case. 

Mr. Price: Here is an officer of the 
State charged with high crimes and mis
demeanors and the facts are that he has 
reared or assisted in rearing fifteen or 
eighteen orphans and we contend that 
that is a circumstance, to say the least, 
in favor of his character and sheds light 
on the proposition of whether he would 
likely be dishonest as a State official. 
To say the least, this is an informal 
proceeding and we think that we ought 
to be permitted to make this showing. 
Anything that goes to the question of 
his innate character. We do not believe 
Judge Allen is sincere in making this 
objection at this time. 

Mr. Allen: I do not expect you do. 
I do not see the use of encumbering 
this record with this immaterial and 
irrelevant. testimony. It makes no 
difference whether this man has raised 
twenty children, or none. The fact that 
he has raised any number of children 
does not shed any light on whether his 
official conduct or misconduct as a pub
lk official has been what it ·should be. 
It only tends to encumber the record 
and will not be beneficial or he! pful to 
any member of this House in determin
ing the facts. 

Mr. Price: Aside from that, we take 
the· position that, as a matter of jus
tice and right and fairness, this matter 
ought to be permitted to go into the 
record. While under the cold-blooded 

letter of the law this, perhaps, would 
not be admissible, yet we feel that it 
should be permitted to go into the 
records in this investigation. This man 
is charged, as a public official, with 
high crimes and misdemeanor, and we 
feel that we should be permitted to 
give and place in the record a complete 
history of this man's life, from the 
cradle to the grave, and to give and 
place in this record what he has done. 
In the preliminary investigation made 
by a committee from the House and 
Senate, these matters were gone into, 
and has all been brought out in the 
record made by that committee, and 
it is on the basis of the report !Ilade 
by that committee to this House that 
the charges of high crimes and misde
meanor were made. We desire to give 
a complete history and paint a complete 
picture of this man's life, how he has 
lived, and what his family relations 
have been. We submit that we should 
be permitted to do this and appeal to 
the sense of justice of the honorable 
Presiding Officer of this investigation to 
sustain our position. 

Mr. Allen: ·Counsel for the respond
ent must know that this· ·character of 
testimony would not be admissible 
under any rule of evidence in this land 
-in fact, it could not be. There is 
not a court in the land that would 
permit the introduction of this char
acter of testimony. We are dealing 
here with a man, a State official, who is 
charged with high crimes and misde
meanor. We have admitted, and we 
still admit, that his general reputation 
is good. What we really object to is 
encumbering this record with imma
terial and irrelevant matters that are 
inadmissible in any court in the land. 

Mr. Price: Oh, very well. Now, Mr. 
Robison, what year did you leave Dain
gerfield, in Morris county? 

A. In 1895. 
Q. Where did you go? 
A. Came to Austin. 
Q. Did your wife and your chil

dren, then bor.n, come with you? 
A. Left my wife at home for a while. 

We ha<l no children at that time. 
Q. What work did you get down 

here at Austin in 1895? 
A. I went to work as clerk in the 

General Land Office. 
Q. As what! 
A. Clerk in the General Land Office. 
Q. What character of work? 
A. Leasing the public lands. 
Q. Who was Land Commissioner at 

that time? 
A. Andrew J. Baker. 
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Q. Now, how long were you clerk in 
thr !Pase department? 

A. Four years. 
(J. That would he from 189;; to 

1899? 
A. YPs, sir. 
Q. Thrn what did vm1 do• 
A. I was given tlw· legal desk in the 

Genernl Land Office. 
<J. Now, you took the legal desk. 

,Just what do \0 011 mean hv that. Mr. 
Robison? · · 

A. lt i>< tht• desk when• th .. duties 
of the ineumhent an· to pass upon 
qut>Rtions of law. espPciallr conC"erninl{ 
the routinr of all matters going through 
the flppartment rega1·1ling the patent· 
ing- of lands. 

Q. That is to say. questions of law 
wh<·rP vnu would not he warranted in 
<'a lling ·on the • .\ttorney General's De
partment for an opinion? 

A. Yes. sir. 
l). .Just routine matters? 
.\. .hrnt as a lawver would pass on 

land titlt•s. • 
1,1. ffos that position remained con

tirn1011slv from that time on until this 
timr? · 

A. It has, and for many years 
before. 

(r There is now a law clerk in your 
olli~e? 

A. Yes, sir. 
tJ. How long did you hold that posi· 

tion? 
A. Four vears. 
Q. From ·1899 to what time? 
A. To 1903. 
<J. 'vVho was Land Commissioner at 

the time you were holding the law desk 
in the offire of the Land Commissioner 
of Texas? 

A. George \\". Finger was elected 
and took charg<' in January, 1899, and 
1lied the !\lay following. Then Charles 
Hogan was appointed to succeed Finger 
nnd was elected to serve the halance of 
the four years. 

Q. Now. then, at the end of that 
period. what did you do then? 

A. I was appointed chief clerk. 
Q. Bv whom? 
A. ,John J. Terrell. 
Q. Did he succeed Judge Rogan? 
A. He did. 
Q. What are the functions or duties 

of the chief derk 1 
A. Everything that the Commis

sioner tloes w]wn the Commissioner is 
not present. \,\"hen the Commissioner 
is there, his duties are multitudinous, 
difficult to describe them all. 

Q. In general. he hneks up and as
sists the Land Commis~ioner? 

A. Yes, sir; he is Assistant Land 
Commissioner. 

CJ. ..\nd when the Land Commie· 
sioner is absent, he succeeds to the 
duties of lhe Land Commissioner? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. How long were you 

ehi<'f derk, Mr. Robison! 
A. About six years. 
Q. Give the date of beginning and 

th1· date of ending of your chief clerk· 
ship. 

A. Beginning in .January, 1903, and 
ending in January, 1909. 

Q. Who was Land Commissioner 
1luring your term as rhief clerk? 

A. John .T. Terrell. 
Q. All of the time you were chief 

·k··l;? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what did you become-what 

did you begin to do in 1909? 
A. I was inducted into office as 

Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. 

Q. What do you mean by being in
ducted into office? 

A. I was elected in 1908 and took 
rharge of the office in January, 1909. 

Q. ~o you went into office as Com
missioner of the General Land Office on 
the first of the year 1909! 

A. To he exact, January 11, 1909. 
Q. \Vhat is the tenure of office of 

the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office! 

A. Two years. 
Q. Then have you served continu

uusly and unbrokenly as Commissioner 
of the General Land Office from Jan
uary 11, 1909, up until this time? 

A. I have. 
Q. How many times have you been 

re-~ lected ? 
A. I have been elected eleven times. 
Q. Eleven successive times! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When were you last elected! 
A. In November, 1928. 
Q. That was the general election of 

Xovember, 1928? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are now serving as Land 

Commissioner under the election of No
vember 11, 1928? 

A. I do not know that that is the 
date of the election. I think it was 
before that. 

Q. November 6th has been sug
gested? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Well, after you were elected in 

November 6th, 1928, you filed your 
bond and oath of office? 

A. I did. 
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Q. .And you are now holding under 
that election and that qualification Y 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What salary does the office of 

Land Commissioner of this State pay? 
A. $2500 per year. 
Q. How much per day or month? 
A. $208.33 per month. 
Q. Has that been the compensation 

of that office from the time you were 
elected the first time up to the present? 

A. It has. 
Q. .J;t is constitutional, isn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you, Mr. Robison-have 

any of your sevelil-1 elections ever been 
contested in anywway? Has anybody 
ever contested any of your elections 1 · 

A. Do you mean the legality of the 
election? · 

Q. I mean a legal contest of your 
election. 

A. There has not. 
Q. Mr. Robison, the office of Land 

Commissioner is created under the Con· 
stitution, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there any distinction between 

the manner .of the State of Texas han
dling its land matters and the rest of 
the States of the Union? 

A. No other States in the Union 
have any lands except what the Federal 
Government has given them, outside of 
the original thirteen colonies. 

Q. Most the States, when they en
tered the Union, the Federal Govern· 
ment owned the land-was the sov· 
ereign 1 

A. That is my understanding. 
Q. Now, in 1846 when Texas ceased 

to be a Republic and came into the Fed· 
era! Government, it retained its lands, 
did it not 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So there are no Federal patents

no Federal patents have ever been 
granted in Texas? 

A. None whatever. 
Q. The office of Land Commissioner 

was first created at what time? 
A. At the founding of the Republic 

of Texas. 
Q. Now, during your incumbency as 

Land Commissioner, without the neces
sity of going into elaborate details, but 
just as briefly as you can, will you tell 
the m~mbers here in a general way just 
what particular · duties you are called 
upon to perform as Land Commissioner 
of the State of Texas 1 

A. Comprehensively stated, it in· 
volves a supervision in a legal way del· 
egated by the Constitution of all the 
public lands of the State. In a sense, 

those that are sold and unpatented and 
those that are unsold, whether they be 
river beds, islands, public domain, 
school lands, asylum lands, or Univer
sity lands. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, when Texas 
became a Republic, when the Republic 
threw off the yoke of Mexico, the State 
owned all of the lands save and except 
the Spanish grants issued to a few of 
the colonists? 

A. All except about 26,000,000 acres 
that had been deeded by the Spanish 
a11tl Mexican governments. 

Q. That went into private ownership 
and the rest of the land was owned by 
the State? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, the Constitution of Texas 

allocated or differentiated these public 
lands or pubJic domain in the several 
divisions in different places? 

A. It did not. 
Q. Now, you speak of University 

lands; you speak of asylum land; you 
speak of public school land, those 
classifications; how did those classifi
cations find their origin-how were they 
created? 

A. The Republic of Texas in 1839 
set apart fifty leagues of land for the 
endowment of a university. 

Q. Fifty leagues, do you mean 
leagues or labors or just leagues 1 

A. ~eag~es. 
Q. How many acres does a league 

contain? 
A. A league is 4428 acres, and fifty 

leagues would be approximately 220,000 
acres. 

Q. That was the first trust fund of 
public lands ever created in the State 
of Texas and set aside for the estab
lishment of an institution of higher 
learning? 

A. Except some other lands, small 
grants, that had been given for other 
colleges and schools. As far as public 
education was concerned, that is true. 

Q. Was that University land supple
mented or augmented or increased at 
any subsequent time? 

A. In 1876 the Constitution set 
apart 1,000,000 acres more for the Uni
versity, and in 1883 the Legislature of 
the State set apart another million 
acres of land for the University. 

Q. Now, in the total or aggregate, 
how many million acres of land have 
been set apart for the benefit of the 
State University? 

A. Two million, approximately two 
hundred and twenty thousand acres. 

Q. Then these other lands, like pub
lic scl10ol lands and asylum lands, have 
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been 
they 

A. 
Q. 

set apart in similar manner, have 
not! 

Yes, sir. 
llfr. Robison, when you say that 

lands are set aside for the Univrrsitv. 
do you mean to sa)' that the title left 
the State of Trxns an1l wPnl to the Uni· 
versitv as an £>ntitv. or doPs tlH' State 
still ~wn these l'n.in•rsitv lan1ls 1 

A. The !:'tatr still 01;·ns the land. 
They are d<•1lin1te<I to puhlir use. 

Q. In other words, thr l'tnte has ab· 
solute title llllt the makers of the Con
stitution 1l,•ma111kd that the revenue de
rived from the sale lhHeof should !!O 
for thi' p11q11"e-for this particular 
use~ 

A. Yt•s, sir. 
Q. ln other words. the Uninrsitv 

lauds of Tl'xas are not owned by th""e 
l'nin1 rsitv of Texas, are thev! 

A. Th;• l'npn•me Conr.t s~ys not. 
Q. n·ell. I know that, hut I want 

to know what von :"HY nhout it? 
.\. The l'niwrsity does not own 

them. 
Q. Xow. :11r. Robison. where are 

th,•se l'nh·ersitv lands IO<'ated. these 
three million ar~es-are thev in a solid 
l·lor-k or are they scattered-grouped! 

A. The two million lHTes is located 
in Sl'\·c•ntpru cfitfC'r<•nt rounties in 
hlorks of /!rea ter or h·ss acreage T11ere 
is no rel!nlarit)' about the number of 
acrPs in any partirular block. 

Q. D1ws not the Constitution of this 
State prodde that upon the sale of 
land;; that the funds derived th<•rpfrom 
shall go into the permanent fund and 
not he expended? 

A. Yrs-no. 
Q. Explain that to the members of 

the House. 
A. You simply stopped your ques

tion too •1uiek. Yon say expend<•d and 
stop1wd there. 

Q. Can you then. can you legally 
SJll'nd the revenues derived from the 
sale of those lands! 

A. You can spend the proceeds. 
Q. Do<·• not it go into the perman

nent fund? An<l do not you spend the 
interest or revenue rleri\'ed from that 
fund? 

A. The prinripal goes into the per
manent fund whirh ynn do not spend. 

Q. That is what I am talking about. 
The prinripal gor• into the permanent 
fund anrl the onlv fund that vou arc• 
permitted to spen°d is the intc~est de
ri\'ed from that fun<!, is that right 1 

A. I thought all the time vou meant 
the interest. • 

Q. The corpus of the fund <'annot 
be spent, I mean the principal! 

A. Not legally. 
Q. But the revenue or the interest 

der i vrd from the fund ean be spent in 
the maintenance of the State Univer
sity? 

A. And its branches. 
Q. Now, inci<lentally, the Univer

sity has two branches besides the main 
institution located here at Austin, 
hasn't it! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The School of Metallurgy, located 

at El Paso. is a branch of the Univer
sity, isn't it l 

A. I do nnt so regard it. The A. & 
M. College and Prailiie View school for 
negroes are declare~o he branches of 
the Univeroity. 

Q. All right. Yery well. Now, Mr. 
Hnhison, in the course of your duties 
as L:ind Commissioner you h"ave handled 
th<' l'niHrsity lands and also have han
dled th,, public school lands under such 
resen·ations and restrictions as im
posed hy the organic law of the land 
and nlso by the statutes enacted by 
lhr Legislature of the State of Texas! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Through what period of time had 

you handled, as a part of your duties, 
those puhlic lands of the State! 

A. I ha\'e been charged with the re
sponsibility of handling them since ,Jan
uary 11, l!l09. 

Q. .January II, l!l09 ! During that 
time, have you made sales of public 
lands and received the money there
from?-

A. Ye~, sir. 
Q. Mr. Robison, I would like to 

know how much money you have han
dled O\'er there in the General Land 
<lflire during your incumbency-have 
vou made an estimate of it! 
· A. I requested a few days ago that 
reports of the department be looked 
into. 

:llr. Allen: think we will object to 
this answer. There is absolutely no 
question under the sun raised about the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office 
and his acts. officially or otherwise, up 
to the ti me of the enactment of the re
a ppraisement act in this State. That 
was the heginning of this controversy. 
:\ow we have spent nearly forty min
utes going through the history of Texas 
and the tenure of the Land Commis
sioner and the different phases of the 
work of that office, none of which ques
tions are involved in this period. We 
will object to any inquiry about the 
sum or sums of money that have been 
handled by him during all years from 
I !lU9 up to and including 1925. And 
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to expedite matters, we will say and 
agree that all such funds and the con
duct of the office up to 1925 was en
tirely proper and legal and as they 
should have been. We object to that 
because it is irrelevant and immaterial 
and cannot throw any light whatsoever 
upon any question raised in this mat
ter now under investigation. Any mat
ter and any conduct or misconduct on 
the part of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office prior to 1925 is 
not involved in this at all. We will 
agree, in order to expedite this investi
gation, that up until that time the con
duct of the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office was entirely legal and 
proper. 

Mr. Price: If it please the gentle
men of the House, we do not want to 
bother you, but I merely want to make 
this observation. I think it will com
mend itself to your sense of fairness 
and justice. Mr. Robison is charged 
here with having misappropriated and 
mishandled this one cent per acre fund. 
Now, we want to show to you, if you 
really want to hear the facts from the 
witness here on the stand, that Mr. 
Robison, during that period of years, 
has handled something like $100,000,000 
of the State's money. 

Mr. Allen: Something like $68,000,· 
000. 

Mr. Price: Something like $85,000,-
000 in round numbers. If counsel will 
agree that he has handled that amount 
of money during that time--

Mr. Allen: We will object to coun
sel for the respondent stating to the 
members of the committee what the 
witness will testify to. However, we 
will agree that in order to expedite this 
hearing up to the beginning of the han
dling of the one cent per acre fund that 
the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office had handled approximately $85,-
000,000 of public school lands funds and 
without any question being raised as to 
it being properly and legally handled. 

Mr. Price: All right. Now, then, in 
order to make clear this matter, gentle
men of the House, it is agreed in this 
case by and between counsel for the par
ties that Land Commissioner Robison, 
during his term of office from January 
n, 1909, up to the year 1929, this 
present time, has handled approximately 
$85,000,000 of public school land funds 
through his department derived from 
the sale of public school lands of Texas 
and that no question has ever been 
raised against him with reference to 
any misuse or any misappropriation, 
and that Mr. Allen, as counsel for the 

proponent, states that it has been al
ways almost perfectly handled. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Price, yoti have not 
stated my proposition clearly. I stated 
that no question was ever raised. up 
until the yea1· 1925. I cannot agree 
with you that no question was ever 
raised as to misappropriation or mis
use of these funds since 1925, subse
quent to the enactment of the one cent 
per acre reappraisement act. 

Mr. Price: Now, let's make this 
.inain. He has handled, and you agree 
to this, $85,000,000 approximately up 
to 1925 and no question has been raised 
against his handling of this public fund 
up to the time of the handling of this 
one cent per acre fund-this West 
Texas land owners fund, up to 1925. 

Mr. Price: Mr. Robison, does that 
!f;85,000,000 exclude or include the one 
cent per acre fund? 

A. The one cent per acre fund has 
not been included in compiling the fig
ures I have just given you. 

Q. Now, llfr. Robison, I want to 
know at this time--and I mean right 
now at this particular minute, I believe 
it is June 25th, A. D. 1929, at 2: 15 
o'clock p. m.-I want to .know what 
your assets are and what your liabili
ties are, that is to say, I want to know 
particularly what chattels, real, per
sonal, what goods, what bonds, what 
insurance policies, all character of 
property of any kind that you do now 
own, and either in Texas or out of it, 
everywhere on earth. And I also want 
to know how much money you now 
owe, where you owe it, etc. Now, start 
with your lands. How much real estate 
do you own? 

A. 160 acres, five miles south of 
Austin; and a cemetery lot. 

Q. Is that the only real estate that 
you own any here? 

A. It is. 
Q. This 160 acres, is that the tract 

of land that you own down here south 
of Austin? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About how far is it! 
A. About five or five and a half 

miles. 
Q. How long have you owned that? 
A. I bought the first of it, accord

ing to my recollectie>n, in 1911-might 
have bee• 1910. 

Q. Did you pay for it or buy it 
on credit? 

A. I paid for it, and on credit. 
Q. How many acres did you buy 

first! 
A. Eighty. 
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Q. Then you subsequently added 
another eighty to it? 

A. Yes; ·Bir. 
Q. Did you buy that- on credit or 

pay for it? 
A. I paid some ca>h, and bought 

the other on credit. 
Q. How long were you in paying 

for that 160 acres of land? 
A. I owed on the one portion of 

the 160 acres of land from the time 
I bought the first tract until about the 
fall of 1927. 

Q. That was the time that Judge 
Halley and a number of others got up 
a fund and paid off the mortgage, 
wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That concluded or wiped out the 

remaining indebtedness on your little 
farm,-is that correct I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, your cemcterv lot,-

I suppose you paid for that I • 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you owned that? 
A. I bought that-early in .January, 

1913. 
Q. 1913! Do any of your children 

lie buried there 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many children have you got 

buried there? 
Mr. Allen: We object to that in 

the economy of time. 
A. Two. 
Mr. Allen: How many children he 

has buried in his cemetery lot, we ob
ject to it. 

Senator Price: Well, we withdraw it. 
Mr. Allen: All right. 
Q. All right. Now, do you own any 

lands-and when I say lands I also 
mean to say not only the title in fee 
simple, but do you own any leases or 
easements or any character of right in 
and to real estate other than this 160 
acres and the cemetery lot? 

A. None whatever in any form, or 
anywhere. 

Q. Do you own any oil leases in this 
State? 

A. I do not. I never did. 
Q. You haw never owned any oil 

leases in this State? 
A. Nor anywhere else. 
Q. Now, let us come down now to 

personal property. Have you. got any 
bonds? 

A. I have not; never had. 
Q. Have you any life insurance 

policies? 

Q. Where are those policies right 
now? 

A. The paid-up policies are in the 
Texas Bank & Trust Company as col
lateral for a loan of $2000, in Decem
ber, 1928. 

Q. December, 1928? 
A. Yes, 8ir. 
Q. Then. all of your paid-up insur

ance is now up as collateral on loans 
that have been made you by the bank? 

A. And also a thousand dollars, 
about, in round numbers, a thousand 
dollars to the insurance companies in 
which the policies exist. 

Q. You mean to say that you now 
owe the insurance companies a thou· 
sand dollars which you borrowed on 
the strength of the policies? 

A. Yes, sir-it is nearer $1250. 
A Member of the Committee: Mr. 

Price, I don't think we can quite all 
hear Mr. Robison. 

Q. Mr. Robison, talk a little louder 
and get up a little closer to the micro
phone. Now, then, how much money 
at this time have you got in banks I 
When I say banks, I mean banks in 
Austin, anywhere in Texas, or any
where on earth? 

A. I don't know, but I expect $50 
would cover the whole sum. 

Q. $50 in banks? Well, have you 
got any money anywhere else on earth 
that is not in bank8 ! 

A. I have not. 
Q. Do you own stock in any corpo

. ration? 
A. I do not. 
Q. If I understand you, then, Mr. 

Robison, the extent of your property 
that you now own-the extent of the 
properties that you now own is some· 
thing like as follows: 160 acres of 
land that you live on, south of Aus
tin; the cemetery lot in th<: city of 
AuRtin, Texas; about $50 in the bank 
in Austin, Texas; insurance policies to 
the amount of $5000 paid up and $2000 
not paid up,-is that right! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And. of course, you own some 

personal property by way of household 
goods; and you have some sheep, 
haven't you, down on your farm! 

A. Some livestock, yes, sir, includ· 
ing sheep. 

Q. About what is the extent of 
that! 

A. I have about 150 or 175 sheep, 
between 35 and 30 hogs, and pigs to· 
gether, four cows, mules and chickens. 

Q. And some chicken8 ! 
A. I have $:i000 paid up, and I have 

$2000 in the Woodmen of the World. l 
A. I call the chickens my wife's. 
Q. Now, then, if I understand you, 
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the properties which I have just named 
constitute the all and only property, 
both real and personal, that you own 
on earth,-is that true? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Of course, we didn't name all 

the chickens, but the farm down there 
and things .of that sort. Mr. Robison, 
do you know of any other property, 
either real or personal, that you own 
on earth other than you have stated? 

.A. I own no other. If anyone can 
find any I do own, I will give him 
three-fourths of it. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, let us pass, 
now, from what you have given as your 
assets, to your liabilities. I believe 
you stated that you didn't owe any 
on your land,-is that true? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But do you owe other sums! 
.A. I have just stated that I owe the 

Texas Bank & Trust Company $2000. 
Q. Is that Sam Sparks' bank down 

here in .Austin? 
.A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. $2000? Is that overdue? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you· been owing 

it? 
.A. Since early in December of last 

year. 
Q. December of last year? 
.A. 1928. 
Q. .All right. This $2000,-is that 

secured or unsecured ? 
.A. Secured with life insurance poli

cies. 
Q. Do you owe any more money! 
.A. I owe the American National 

Bank about $750. 
Q. Secured or unsecured? 
A. Unsecured. 
Q. Wha.t else do you owe? 
A. I owe about $1250 on insurance 

policies. 
Q. On insurance policies,-you mean 

loans from the companies themselves! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Secured or unsecured? 
A. Only secured by the policies. 
Q. By the policies themselves? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, does that constitute 

substantially all of your indebtedness? 
.A. Yes,--except some hills a.round 

town that I ha.ven't paid. 
Q. Just current bills? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, through the 

·years that you have lived here in Aus
tin, hl!-'8 your wife helped you in any 
way, or have you supplemented tha.t 
salary you received from the State in 
order to live ? 

A. She has. 
Q. I will ask you, did she ever run 

a. boarding house here in Austin? 
A. She began running a boarding 

house in Austin in about 1899-
Q. How long-
.A. -and she ran boarding houses 

almost continually until we moved on 
the farm in 1922, and-

Q. All right, now, then, go ahead. 
A. After that, she worked in first 

one department and then another here 
in the city, and my daughter did like
wise. 

Q. How old was your wife at· that 
time when she was working here in 
the State Department? · 

A. She was .some fifty years old. 
Q. Some fifty years old? Now, then, 

you mo,·ed to the farm in 1922, you say! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, what did you do down 

there? 
A. I have worked. 
Q. Well, what do you mean by that, 

what did you do-I mean specifically! 
A. When I would get home from the 

office in the afternoon, I would put in 
all the hours that I possibly could 
working around the place and improv
ing it; I worked a great deal, until 
12 or I o'clock at night. 

Q. On improving your place down 
there? · 

A. Yes, sir-carpenter work, any 
other kind of work ·necessary to be done 
to improve it. 

Q. Now, then, you spoke a while ago 
of chickens and cows. Have you and 
your wife received any revenue the last 
several years from chickens and butter 
and eggs, and things of that sort? 

A. We have. 
Q. Now, what is the extent of that? 
A. That has been considerable. 
Q. Well-
.A. But heavy expense attached to it. 
Q. How many eggs a day do you 

get? 
A. At the present time we are get

ting approximately sixty dozen-two 
cases. 

Q. Two cases! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you sell them? 
A. San Antonio . 
Q. How much do you get for two 

cases of eggs ? 
A. 1 think somewhere from six to 

nine dollars a case. 
Q. Well, that would be anywhere 

from $12 to $18 a day that you get in 
from chickens and eggs? 

A. With the expenses, of course, to 
be taken out: 
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Q. Do you sell butter on the mar
ket? 

A. Sell butter. 
Q. How long have you been doing 

that! 
A. Oh, I don't know just how long

a long time. 
Q. And you have used these funds 

to suppleme;1t your salary that you have 
earned! 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Kow, l\Ir. Hobison. to g-o hark to 

the property, you say that you own no 
other property than what we have men
tioned here. Is there any person on 
earth holding any property in trust for 
you. or that you transferred it to! 

A. None whate\-er. 
Q. Or have you any money lmried 

out in the !!round. or in anybody's 
st[)('king-s on earth! 

A. If I did. I would dig it up and 
pay it on my debts ratlwr than to pay 
interest. I havti none whatever in any 
form, even no eqnitir!s in an:.·thing-fr 
necessary. to make it plain. 

Q. Well, I just wanted to bring out 
what properties you have got. Now, ~Ir. 
Robison, do vou remember the occasion 
when tlw Rt;appraisement _.\ct of 1112;; 
was enacted? Do you recall, l\Ir. Rohi· 
son. the time whe~ the Legislature, in 
192•>--I think it was in June--enacted 
what is 1·alle1I tlw Henppraisement Act 
of 192;;? 

(At this time, on account of noise in 
the hall. the Speaker found it neces
sary to request order and quiet so the 
witness could he heard.) 

Q. AH rig-ht, l\Ir. Robison, you re
member that? 

A. You will have to repeat the ques
tion. 

Senator Price: 1 will ask the re
porter to read the question. 

The Speaker: I will ask the com
mittee to yield just a moment to hear 
this message from the Senate. 

(The proceedings were suspended, to 
hear the message to the House from the 
Senate.) 

The Speaker: Gentlemen, before we 
proceed further, let's have a little better 
order in the hack of the room. I will 
ask all of you to kindly have a seat. 

(The reporter thereupon read the 
last question asked the witness, as fol
lows, to wit) : 

Q. Do you recall, Mr. Robison, the 
time when the Legislature, in 1925-I 
think it was in J une---<>nacted what is 
called_ the Reappraisement Act of 19251 

A. I do. 

Q. Was there any delegation or any 
citizens from out in the State here at 
that time advocating the passage of 
that reappraisement act 1 

A. There was quite a number from 
the West. 

Q. Before whom did they appear! 
A. Some of them discussed it with 

me, and they appeared before this House 
and the Senate Land Committees. 

Q. Well, did the idea of passing or 
enacting that law originate with you 
or did it originate with the people out 
there 1 

A. It did not originate with me. 
(~. Did they appear before the 

House and Senate Committees-the 
Land Committees of these two Houses T 

A. They did. 
Q. ,Just hrieflv stated-it has been 

.g-one over, l\Ir. Robison-but I will ask 
you. were you at that time familiar 
with the Yiewpoint of those West Texas 
people--that is, the conditions at their 
home? 

A. I was familiar with the condi
tions and understood from what they 
said their viewpoint. . 

Q. Well, briefly stated, what was the 
condition back of it, and what was their 
viewpoint! 

A. The conditions were those follow
ing a Jong drouth-in fact, they stated 
thev hardlv had a rain there in ten 
yea.rs. The cattlemen, the small man, 
the large man, speaking of property 
values, were ready for the bankruptcy 
court, many of them had already gone 
into bankruptcy, many had been closed 
out, and their representations here were 
that they were unable to pay the inter
est and Jive, and if the State did not 
concede what they asked for, the inter
est would not be paid regardless, and 
many of them would have to walk out 
of the country, lose the homes that they 
had and places they called homes. 

Q. That is, people had bought that 
land and had placed homes thereon, and 
conditions were such that they could 
not pay it out. is that it 1 

A. That was their representation, 
and it seemed it was true. 

Q. Was that your understanding of 
the situation, had you been out there 
nny? 

A. I had been out there some. That 
was my understanding of the situation. 

Q. Now, then, when these people 
came before the Legislature, did the 
Leg-islature give them a hearing? 

A. They gave them a very respectful 
hearing, as they always do. 

Q. Now, then, Mr. Robison, it has 
been charged here that you were the 
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prime mover behind that viewpoint and 
behind that bill, and that as a result of 
it, why, these lands were reappraised at 
a lower figure and the public school 
funds were losing money. Now, I will 
ask you who wrote that bill? 

.A. Let me state a preliminary thing 
necessary, I think, to the House, or to 
this committee, to get the proper set· 
ting. .As I recall, Mr. Webb, from 
Odessa, was the first gentleman, pos
sibly the first one, or at least the first 
member of the Legislature, that men
tioned the matter to me. He wanted 
me to draft a bill, though there were 
other people here from the West at that 
time, stating he wanted to leave it to 
me t'> revalue; and I told him I did 
not ·.vant a job of that kind, I had gone 
through one, I didn't want another; 
furthermore, if he wanted to leave it to 
me, I would not write the bill. He in
sisted, and I insisted and positively de
clined-

Q. Positively declined? 
A. -to write the bill, and I sug

gested to him, "You take the .Act of 
1913, go to the Attorney General's De
partment and see if that suits you and 
perhaps you can get them to write the 
bill for you." The next thing I knew, 
a bill had been introduced. The com
mittee sent for me-shall I go on ? 

Q. Go right on. 
A. The Committee of the House sent 

for me and asked me many, many ques
tions. I think Mr. Bateman here was 
a member. 

Q. Sa,m Bateman? 
A. I don't know whether it was Sam 

or John. Mr. Bateman, I think, was a 
member; Mr. Webb was a member. Only 
one member of the committee objected, 
I recall, and that was Mr. Stell or 
Snell. 

Q. Stell? 
A. From Lamar county. 
Q. Wasn't he from Ellis? 
A. No, from Lamar county. Finally, 

in discussing the matter, the committee 
asked me if I thought this bill ought 
to be enacted. I said, "Gentlemen, you 
are twenty-one years of age, elected by 
your people to come here and represent 
what you conceive to be the best inter
ests of Texas. Get the facts, use your 
own judgment, and take the dictation 
of no man." 

Q. In other words, you declined to 
become a sponsor or an advocate of that 
bill before this Legislature? 

A. I did. 
Q. But, on the contrary, left it up to 

them, as representatives of the people, 

to determine what policy they wanted 
to pursue! 

A. I did. And another feature now 
occurs to me. When before the com
mittee, I was begging them to either 
give the job to someone else, or to place 
the majority with me to hold the bal
ance of power, and thinking that I 
might persuade them to do so by a lit
tle species of-whatever you may call 
it-I said, "Gentlemen, I am too lib
eral"-sort of bluffed them into it
aud a chorus of voices went up, "We 
want you to be liberal!" 

Q. Did they say something like that, 
"You can't be too liberal?" 

A. I don't recall that language, but 
they told me they wanted me to be lib
eral, that is the way I remember it. 

Q. You say, "A chorus of voices 
went up," what voices were those? 

A. Members of the committee. 
Q. Well, who were the members of 

the committee? 
A. I have mentioned the only two 

or three I recall. 
Q. Well, they were representatives 

of the people of Texas, weren't they? 
A. Well, Mr. Webb of Odessa, Mr. 

Bateman, as I recall, and Mr. Snell or 
Stell, whatever his name is. 

A Member : Stell. 
A. I remember also a sub-commit

tee came to me about the matter sub
sequently, and I believe Mr. Bateman 
was one of them. What transpired, I 
don't now have definitely fixed in my 
mind. 

Q. Now, then, Mr. Robison, did yo.u 
at any time solicit or try to get that 
power of reappraisement into your own 
individual hands? 

A. I did not; but did everything I 
could to prevent it. 

Q. You did everything you could to 
prevent it-that is to say, as I under
stand you, you wanted a divided respon
sibility, you wanted others to be on a 
sort of board of reappraisement with 
you, didn't you? 

A. If they were going to have me 
at all, I did. 

Q. So you could have someone along 
with you to exercise their discretion in 
revaluing the land, is that correct? 

A. I thought the judgment of two 
might be better than the judgment of 
one. 

Q. All right. Now, then, they de
clined to write into the law that fea
ture, didn't they? 

A. They did. 
Q. And left it up to you to reap

praise these lands? 
A. They did; yes, sir. 
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Q. Mr. Robison, did you do what 
you could to assist the committee-that 
is, at their solicitation only-I say, did 
you do what you could to assist the 
committee at their solicitation, and 
without trying to direct the thing 1 

A. Certainlv, I rendered them what· 
e\·er assistance' I could, outside of agree
ing, or asking them or wanting them to 
put me in as the one to do the reap· 
praiscment wnrk. 

Q. Now, Mr. Hohison, us yon con
strue that art, von were called on to 
revalue those la1;ds by legislative man
date under the then conditions, weren't 
you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the question of whether they 

would be lower. or whether any loss 
would result, was one that was deter
mined by the Legislature. wasn't it 1 

A. I never regard value when I am 
passing on rights. 

Q. Well, I mean to say, then, that 
under that Jaw it was your duty to 1·e· 
value them as the conditions then ex· 
isted, wasn't it? 

A. That is the way I felt about it. 
Q. \Veil, as a matter of fart, wasn't 

that what the law said! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. No feeling about it-wasn't that 

the statute! 
A. That was the statute. 
Q. You were called on to revalue 

them; and did you do that thing to the 
best of your ability? 

A. I did. 
Q. You exercised your discretion! 
A. I exercised my best judgment as 

to what the land was reasonably worth 
for the purpose for which it could be 
used, as a practical matter. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, was there a 
provision in that law of .June, 1925, 
providing for funds with which to pay 
the expenses of reappraisement 1 

A. There was no appropriation out 
of the treasury, but there was a provi
sion that the land owners should pay 
the expenses. 

Senator Price: Mr. Purl, can you 
bear Mr. Robison back there! 

Mr. Purl: No, sir. 
Senator Price (to witness) : Can't 

yon talk a little bit louder! 
The Speaker: Gentlemen, they are 

complaining about the noise. There 
are members sitting next to you who 
want to hear, and when you are be
tween them and the witness it is al· 
most impossihle to hear his answers. 

Q. Now, l\Ir. Ho bison, to go back 
just a little bit: The Legislature that 
passed that reappraisement act was 

composed of 150 members in the House 
and 31 Senators, wasn't it, just like 
it is now! 

A. Like it is now. 
Q. Now, I will ask you if it is not 

a fact that a great majority of those 
Representatives and Senators lived east 
of and not in the area affected! 

A. Largely-more than half. 
Q. More than half of the people that 

passed this act were east, weren't they! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And no benefits, so far as land 

owners are concerned, could result to 
them, could they! 

A. Except in sparsely isolated tracts 
throughout most of these Texas coun
ties. 

Q. Well, but that wasn't a drop in 
the bucket, though, compared with the 
area in West Texas, was it! 

A. It was not. 
Q. Now, then, what did the orig

inal act, passed in June, 1925, provide 
as a means of paying the expenses of 
this reappraisement? 

A. It required-it required each per
son who let bis land forfeit and desired 
it reappraised to pay the Commissioner 
of the Land Office one cent per acre, 
which would be used for expenses in
cident to reappraisement of the land, 
and when the work bad been completed 
and all expenses paid, the remainder, 
if any, to be paid into the Sta"te 
Treasury. 

Q. That was the law as it existed 
in June, 1925, as I understand you, 
that the State would allow you to re
appraise the land-

Mr. Allen: We object to counsel's 
repeating all these things. The witness 
has made it very clear, I think, and 
there is no dispute about it. We ob
ject to counsel's repeating and going 
over what the witness said, because I 
don't think there can he any misunder· 
8tanding on anybody's part about that. 
The witness bas made it so clear. 

Senator Price: If the court please, 
and gentlemen of the House, this reso
lution as I have read it provides that 
each side shall develop their case as 
they see fit. Now, unfortuna.tely, we 
say it is important to put over these 
things, and the members are not fa
milia.r with many of these phases, and 
we want to go into this thoroughly 
as to the meaning of that act, what it 
prnvided, and the way he construed it. 
I don't think that objection is tenable. 

Judge Sinks: Well, go a.bead with 
it. 

Q. Now, as I understand it, Mr. Robi
son, in substance the act provided that 
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the landowner whose lands were sub
ject to reappra.isement should put up 
in your hands one cent an acre to pay 
the expenses of reappraisement, to go 
into a general-into a fund; that after 
·all expenses were paid of this reap
'praisement, the balance, if any, should 
be paid into the State Treasury. That 
is what it provided, isn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the Act of June, 1925. 

Now, when those checks began coming 
into your o!fice, did you turn them over 
to your receiving clerk and pay them 
into the State Treasury, or have him 
to, when they first got there? 

A. I did not. 
Q. Well, why didn't you, Mr. Robi

son, pay them to the receiving clerk 
and let him pay them into the State 
"Treasury? 

A. They were no fund that the law 
required to be paid into the State 
"Treasury. The receiving clerk there is 
to receive the public fund-fees of 
>Office. 

Q. And those things have for twen
ty-five years gone through the fund, 
haven't they? 

A. The fees of office have. 
Q. Yes. Now, then, I will ask you 

this, Mr; Robison, if you had paid this 
one cent per acre fund and given those 
·checks over to the receiving clerk and 
they had gone into the State Treas
ury, then how could you have gotten 
your expenses out of it? 

A. I couldn't have gotten them. 
Q. In other words, if you had done 

that thing, if you had paid it to the 
receiving clerk, delivered it to him, and 
he had put them into the State Treas
ury, then you just wouldn't have had 
any money to use as expenses, would 
you? 

A. I would not. 
Q. Then it was impossible to do it 

and carry out the act? 
A. It was. Besides, the Treasurer 

couldn't have received it, for the law 
-didn't designate it as any fund to go 
into the Treasury? 

Q. Is there anywhere--
Mr. Storey: I wish you would ask 

that last question, I don't think all 
·got it. 

Q. Mr. Robison, you are very famil
"iar with the language of that act, are 
·you not, of 1925? 

A. Reasonably, yes. 
Q. Well, as a matter of fact, aren't 

you familiar with it! 
A. Yes, sir-I said yes. 
Mr. Allen: I object to counsel's 

·quarreling with the witness. 

Senator Price: I am not quarrel
ing wi:th him, Judge, but I know he 
does know. 

Mr. Allen: Well, I know; but don't 
quarrel with him. 

Q. All right. Now, Mr. Robison is 
there anywhere in that act, in any part 
of it, anything that provided that that 
found should be paid into the State 
Treasury-to any funds of the State 
Treasury? 

A. None whatever, until the work 
had been completed and all expenses 
paid. 
. Q. Then, as you construed the act 
you construed i~ to be your duty, unde; 
the law, to retam that money as a fund 
in your hands, paying the cost of re
appraisement, and then pay the bal
ance, if any, into the State Treasury? 

A. That was my construction, and 
there was nothing in the law instruct
in~ the Land Commissioner to do any
thing else except to pay it into the 
State Treasury, after all expenses had 
been paid, at the , completion of the 
work. ·. 

Q. Well, you say to pay it into the 
State Treasury. Do you mean pay the 
balance, if any, into the Treasury, isn't 
that what the act says? 

A. Yes, sir, pay whatever remains. 
Q. The law says for you to pay ~he 

balance into the State Treasmy, it 
didn't say the fund, did it! 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Now, then, how did you know 

what the balance was until after the 
expenses had been determined, after 
paying for the reappraisement? 

A. I couldn't know. 
Q. Now, then, Mr. Robison, was that 

one cent per acre section or clause in 
this act amended at any time subse
quent to June, 1925? 

A. It was amended by the Special 
Session which met, I believe, in Sep
tember, 1926, and adjourned some time 
in October. 

Q. How was that provision changed? 
A. The amendment was that what

ever might remain of that one cent per 
acre, after the com pl et ion of the work, 
and all expenses were paid, should be 
returned pro rata to the owners of 
the lands who had paid it to the Land 
Office, or to the Land Commissioner. 

Q. To the Land Commissioner? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In other words, the law was 

changed so as to read that the residue 
or balance, after the entire reappraise
ment was completed, if any should ex
ist, should go back to the landowners 
who furnished it in the first instance? 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the amendnwnt of 1926 '/ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember th<' rontrntion 

that the landowners out there made 
before the Called s .. s,ion of the Thirt,·
ninth Legislature in ill~li-th"ir po~i
tion in the tnatter? 

A. Yes, ~ir. 
Q. It was their <"Ont1•11t io11 hrfore 

the Lrgislatnr<'. "·a,11'! it. that they 
ought not tL> he l'alled on in t lu•ir dis
tress to pay money into thC' State 
Trearnr)". that tlwy w1•n• willi11g to pay 
the t'X}IL'HS1·~. \Yhaten•r tht•y might he, 
hut dit!11't mrnt tu pa)· 11ny additional 
t.aXl'!",-wasn't that ~0111t•thi11g like their 
('Ollll'llt itlll ': . 

A. \\'hrn I fir,! 'n-nt out there on 
my fir~t trip on appndsement-

Q. \\'t•ll, '""'" 'rnit just a minute. 
ju't a11>W<•r that <ptPstion first. Mr. 
Hobison: \\'a,; that, in snhstanre, their 
t·u11tt•ntiun l~l'fl•re the Legislature-that 
it was not right for thr111 to co11tribute 
a11v rnmH'Y into thL· fitate Treasury, 
lint tht>y Wl'rl' "illing to pay for the 
rl'appraiscnient? 

A. Before the commit tee? 
Q. Y<·s? 
~\. Of th" L<'gislaturc? 
Q. Yes? 
A. I d1m'l rPrall am· contention 

there in the original act. · 
Q. I rnean in the amendment? 
A. Ye,;, that was their contention 

as to the amendment. 
Q. That is exarth· what I am talk

ing about, their co1;lcntion before the 
Legislature at the time of the amend
ment of 19~6, was that their conten· 
tion 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had heard before that ti111e 

so111e complaint in the \Yest about the 
law as it then existed prodding that 
any balance paid in should go to the 
8tate Treasury? 

A. The complaint that I heard on 
that line was that thev felt, under their 
distressed condition, ·with the small 
amount of circulating medium in that 
<·ountry so diflit-ult to get, that they felt 
that the State could afford to have it 
done at the State's expense, but they 
especially said that they did not want 
the State to make any money out of 
them under the rirrumstances. 

Q. The Legislature accepted that 
view and passed that amendment of 
8eptember, 192G? 

A. It did. 
Q. Providing that the balance should 

go back to the land owners of \Vest 
'Texas? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(~. Now, when was it, Mr. Robison, 

that you set about to comply with this 
law and to revalue or reappraise those 
lan<l8? 

A. I left home the latter part of 
July, 1925. 

Q. The latter part of July, 1925! 
A. ,\hout .July 2H. 1925; yes, sir. 
Q. Xow. then, did you make any 

preparations before you set out on your 
journey of reappraiscment? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. \\'ell. did you travel on the train 

or \Jv automol1ile'! A: lly automobile. 
Q. Xow. it is diarged here, Mr. Rob

ison, in this aflidavit or bill of particu
lars that you squandered public funds, 
and bought you an automobile. and that 
you paid the Barker l\Iotor Company 
so111ething like eight hundred and soine 
odd dollars. whirh constituted a crime 
against the pea<'~ and dignity of the 
8tate of Texas. Kaw, I will get you to 
tell this House all about that automo
liile, why you bought it, and what you 
did with it. All right, now, answer my 
question. Xow, ~Ir. lfobison, did you 
lmv a Ford automobile from the Barker 
.\!~tor Company, of Austin, Texas? 

.A. Yes. sir. 
Q. A four-door sedan? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Kow, about June 23, 1925, or 

a round that date? 
A. When I first began to make prep

arations to go to the West I bought it. 
Q. Why did you buy that automo

bile; that is, I mean to say tbis, what 
were you going to do with it after you 
bought it? 

A. l'se it as a means of traYel to 
reappraisp the lands. 

Q. That is, you were going to ride 
in it out into \Yest Texas to reappraise 
these lands? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Kow, tl1en, would it have been 

cheaper or more expensive to ride the 
trai11s and hire private conveyance at 
the various-

A. I thought it would he very much 
less expensive, and more satisfactory. 

Q. What wou Id be less expensive? 
A. I thought it would he very much 

less expensh·e and more satisfactory to 
have my own means of transportation. 

Q. To have your own automobile? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Then you purchased 

this automobile and paid for it out of 
this fund, did you not Y 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. J. T. Robison, Special? 
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.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That fund account? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Price : Now, if the court please, 

I would like to have the check there 
that Judge Allen introduced on that 
particular item. 

Mr. Allen: The clerk has all the 
checks. 

Mr. Price: We want them. 
Mr. Allen: There is no use of that. 

There is no use of three or four hun
dred checks being brought up and 
turned loose on this table. He can get 
the automobile checks. 

Mr. Price: We are asking for these 
particular checks you a re specializ
ing on. 

Mr. Allen: I said automobile checks. 
We want some of these 
We have got five or six 
We are not going to eat 

Mr. Price: 
other checks. 
that we want. 
them, either. 

·Mr. Allen: I don't suppose you are. 
Mr. Price: I insist, as a matter of 

right, and in semblance of fairness in 
this thing, that these checks have been 
offered as evidence of defalcations, and I 
would like to have those checks and let 
Mr. Robison look at them. five or six of 
them. -

Mr. Allen: I don't see any occasion 
for this. I think it would be very 
proper, very appropriate, to have the 
clerk bring the checks in here, and when 
they want a check, or we want a check, 
let us call on the chief clerk for it and 
get it. 

Judge Sinks: That is all he wants. 
Mr. Price: Fit'st, we want the Bar· 

ker check. That is the one for eight 
hundred and some odd dollars. That is 
charge No. 1 of the affidavit, check for 
$827 to Barker Motor Company. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, here is a check 
drawn on this J. T. Robison Special 
for $827, which is payable to the Bar
ker Motor Company, dated June 23, 
1925, which has been introduced in evi
dence heretofore. Is that your signa
ture? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
-Mr. Price: We want to introduce 

that in evidence. Let it be considered 
in evidence for all purposes. 

Mr. Allen: It is already in evidence. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, what did you 

get with that check? 
.A. I got a Ford automobile. 

- Q. Were there some accessories that 
came with the car that were listed sep
arately in the account? 

A. It was for a complete set-up of 
- that car, whatever might be important, 

or necessary, or convenient to the travel 
for such a trip as I was to ma.l<:e. 

Q. I will ask you if these are not 
the items which you purchased with 
this check for $827: One four-door -
sedan, $578; 1 Etto wheel, $15; l set 
fender braces with bumpers, $17; 1 
A. C. speedometer, $17; 1 Friac night 
guide, $12.75; registration fee, $7.25; 
making a total of $827? Now, is that 
a statement you received from the Bar
ker Motor Company? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Now, what did you do 

with that automobile and those acces
sories attached thereto? 

A. The accessories were attached to 
the car. I traveled in that car to the 
extent of over 17 ,000 miles. 

Q. That Ford car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Price: I would like to offer this 

in evidence, not to be copied; just as 
an exhibit. 

Mr. Allen : That is all right. 
The Witness: I would like to com

plete my answer: over 17,000 miles in 
revaluing the land. 

(The statement from the Barker Mo
tor Company was thereupon introduced 
in evidence, and was marked "Exhibit 
75" for identification.) 

'Q. Now, Mr. Robison, after you had 
purchased this Ford car to travel in 
did you make any expenditures out of 
that fund in preparation for that work? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You would go ahead and issue

checks on this fund for whatever was 
necessary to commence that work, 
wouldn't you? 

A. Yes, sir; and sometimes I would 
get more than one particular i tern and 
put money in my pocket and pay cash 
for other things I bought. 

Q. At other times you would draw 
out of the fund cash and make it pay
able to cash or to yourself, and take 
that money and pay expenses of this 
reappraisement? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That happened a good many 

times, did it not? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, when that law 

came into force did it necessitate the 
employment of clerks, or extra clerks, 
over there at the Land Office to get up 
all of the data and write letters and 
get up forms necessary and incident to. 
the reappraisement? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will just get you to explain, so 

that the House may know the character ' 
and the magnitude of the task, about 
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what had to be done over there in the 
General Land Office with the records 
and so forth in order to get the work 
started 1 

A. In the first place, there was some 
fifty or sixty thousand land ar-connts. 
and the Land Offic<> had to go through 
earh one of those" :u·eou11ts and aRcer
tain which account was <h'linqu<'nt for 
interest and for 11011-pa~·mpnt of inter
est. In addition to going- through that 
and listing sepnratel.1· pad1 accmmt, the 
name of the purcha'<'r. <lr-sniption of 
the land complt'1t'. <late to whirh the 
interest had !i,•en paid and nil thP data 
nerr~sary. tht•n gu to tlw rPreipt~ kept 
in anothl'l' ca"<'. or in the tllee, and all 
those fill's had to "" drawn from the 
boxes that thPy w<>re kl'pt in there, and 
aseertnin the party who paid the last 
interest, postotfice add ref':~; and then we 
had to pre pa re a form letter blank 
des<·riptin of that land. the amount of 
intc>rest due to X ovemlwr I, 1924, be
cause the fir"t of XoHmher had not 
vet arrived. and we could onlv calcu
iate to the preceding XoYemb~r. We 
then had to send notices, not necesMrily 
to the people who owned the land, he
eause we didn't know who owned it, 
lmt the best we could do was to notify 
the people who paid the interest the 
last time. I believe approximately 
there were some twenty thousand of 
those delinquent accounts. \\'e pre
pared a letter telling them the provi
sions of the law and suggesting that 
they ad1·ise tl1e Land Offiee if they had_ 
determined whether or not they wanted 
it forfeited for non-payment of interest, 
-0r would pay the interest if it were not 
forfeited. And the g-reat Yolume in
volnd in the detail of getting that up 
necessitated that we employ, fit·st and 
last, as best I can get ·the name&. 
twenty·fil'e different people. 

Q. Twenty-fiye different clerk. to as
sist in getting up these records and in 
going through those hooks? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now. how many different volumes 

did you hal'e oYer there which eon
tained those twentv thousand accounts 
you had to pick out 1 

A. About a hundred volumes, and 
each volume had two accounts on each 
page, and the l'o!umes ran approxi
mately 500 to GOO pages. 

Q. Now, all these twenty thousand 
accounts you had to sort out were 
mixed in and mingled with about how 
many different accounts 1 

A. Around 130 volumes, 500 to 600 
pages to the volume, and two accounts 
-0n each page, some patented, and some 

unpatented, some forfeited and some 
nnforfeited, and necessitated going 
through and picking out those that 
wrrt> in arrears for non-payment of in
tt•re~t. 

Q. About how many accounts did 
you have to go through to pick those 
out? 

A. I haven't figured that. It was 
130 Yolumes, GOO pages to the volume, 
and two accounts to each page. 

Q. Well, that is a matter of arith
metic. That would be somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 140,000 different ac-
1•ounts your clerks would hal'e to go 
through? 

A. If your figures are correct, that 
would be the number. 

Q. Well, that is the number of vol
umes! 

A. About 130 volumes. 
(J. Six hundred pages, and two to 

the page! 
A. That would be twelve hundred 

accounts to each volume. 
l~. N'ow how much would that be? 
A. Twelve hundred times 130. 
Q. 156,000? 
A. More than that. 
Q. No it is just exactly 156,000. 
A. All right. 
Q. !fJG,000 different accounts that 

those clerks had to go through to pick 
out this information. Now, then, how 
much did you have to pay clerks of 
that kind! 

A. The least we paid was $125 a 
montl1. and the most we paid was the 
attorney passing titles. We paid the 
attorney at the rate of $400 a month. 

Q. Now you testified that these 
r!erks which· you employed extra for 
thi;; work, that you paid them ranging 
from $125 to $150 per month. Was 
that your testimony? I believe you 
stated that you paid those clerks ·that 
you mentioned about $125 to $150 per 
month, just the regular clerks, office 
rlerks? 

A. That is correct. 
Q. Then you had one attorney em

ployed. did you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To act as special attorney in 

these reappraisements. Who was he! 
A. .T udge E. Cartledge, of Austin. 
Q. How much per month did you 

pay him? 
A. Four hundred dollars. 
Q. Per month! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did he work, about 

how long did he work? 
A. Toward the last he didn't work 

a.JI the time, and he was paid in pro-
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pprtion to the time he put in. He was 
oh the payroll as late as some time in 
1928. 

Q. Then he worked at this when you 
needed him at the rate of $400 per 
month for several months? 

A. Yes, sir, for a long time. 
Q. For over a year? 
A. Yes, two years. 
Q. For something like two years? 
A. Fully that much. 
Q. Now then out of what fund did 

you pay these clerks that you have men
tioned, and also Judge Cartledge? 

A. The reappraisement fund. 
Q. That is the account of J. T. Robi

son, Special? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All of those expenses for clerk 

hire, for legal counsel of Judge Cart
ledge, you had no fund out of which 
to pay those expenses, did you? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. The Legislature had not appro

priated any fund other than the fund 
from the West Texas landowners? 

A. That is all. 
Q. That fund was kept in the Texas 

Bank &. Trust Company? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All of these funds as they came 

in were deposited in that bank to the 
account of J. T. Robison, Special? 

A. No, sir; not all of them. 
Q. Well, other than those what you 

cashed and took the money to pay ex
penses? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you, Mr. Robison, 

what did you do with the money that 
you received from checks which you did 
not deposit, but which were from these 
landowners? 

A. I used it for the expenses of re
appraising the land and incident 
thereto. 

Q. Some of those you cashed out in 
the field, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And some of them here in Austin? 
A. Yes, sir. Some of them were 

handed to me out in West Texas in 
the field, and I eashed them for ex
penses as I went along the road. 

Q. Now did you keep an account of 
the amounts of money . that was paid 
in to you by the landowners? 

A. I kept a record of it so that 
the amount can be ascertained, but I 
didn't open a regular book account, 
debits and credits. 

Q. Is this book here which I hold 
in my hand a list showing the various 
lands that had become delinquent, and 

showing the number of acres on each 
tract of land? 

A. That is the book in which ap
pears the list of lands forfeited for 
non-payment of interest, owned by in
dividuals, names listed with the par
ticular tracts of land, and to which 
is attached an application or request for 
reappraisement, with the amount of 
money that party paid into the Land 
Office endorsed thereon, usually with 
the date on which it was paid, but 
sometimes you will find no date, but 
marked paid simply. In that event it 
means the money was given to me in 
the field, and I cashed it and used it 
for expenses, and reported the fact- of 
its payment to the office, and then the· 
entry was made simply paid. 

Q. In other words, if I understand 
you, from this record which I now hold 
in my hand it can be ascertained the· 
amount of funds of this one cent per 
acre fund which came into your hands t 

A. From that volume and nine other 
similar ones. That volume shows the 
list of lands forfeited, the original sale 
price, and the price at which I valued 
it. 

Q. This and nine others? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Making ten volumes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Price: We want to offer this 

book in evidence, not to be copied, but 
to be introduced as an exhibit. 

Mr. Allen: No objection. 
(The book was thereupon received in 

evidence and was marked "Exhibit No. 
76" for identification.) . 

Q. Now in the aggregate how much 
money was sent to you as Land Com
missioner on this one cent per acre 
fund? 

A. I don't remember the total 
amount, but, according to the auditors, 
there was a difference between their 
totals and the number of acres of my 
total. They made it, in round num
bers, 6,800,000 acres. 

Q. To be revalued? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now on that basis, which is 

substantially, at least, in the neigh
borhood of correct, that would be about 
$68,000, wouldn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much did you return in 

checks to the landowners? 
A. Approximately $21,000. 
Q. That left about $47,000 which 

you spent on reappraisement? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much would that make per 

acre for reappraisement ! 
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A. About seYen mills per acre cost. 
Q. SeYen mills per acre cost. l>i d 

that include tranlini: expense>". auto
mobile, clerk hire, printi11g and eY('ry
thing that entered into the reappraisc
ment? 

A. It did. 
Q. How manY mill's did yon travel 

~?ourself persona'uy i11 making. tlir~e re
appraisements. approxirnate-ly 1 

A. 72,000 111ilt•>. 
Q. Now }pt\; put it on a 1nilenge 

basis as to cost. Xow if You travelell 
72.00U milrs. and atta<'hf11g- to rarh 
mile all of thr t'XfH'JlS(~8. inel11lling clPrk 
hir" in the olli<'P, and all exp<'n<t•s of 
printing. lHHlkkl'eping and all the in
ridrntal . ..:.. that nrnkes somc>thing like 
sixty-fhe l'ents a mile for the whole 
busf'nesR. cl1w~n·t it? 

• .\. .\pprnximately so. I assume. 
Q. That inclu<les enrything on a 

n1ilr·nt!P ha:--i~ '? 
A. ·Yes. sir. 
Q. Xow wht•n YOU started in in 

June of In:!.l you· prrpan~d thi~ rar, 
and your wifo ussi~h·cl you, did ~he 
not. in getting ready for the journey? 

A. Yt'~. sir. 
Q. Yon left to her some of the dr

tails of pun·hasing some of the nerC's· 
sar:v equipment? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Kow you haYc lit:"ard a 1rrC'at num

ber of clwrks read into the r~cord, pay
able to .Jnhn~on Rulihcr l'ompanv, I 
believe it is? · 

A. Yes, !:'ir. 
Q. Johnson Rubber 

Austin. I think there 
them. N'ow for what 
tho'e checks issued? 

Company. of 
a re se,·t•ra I of 

articles were 

A. Sueh matters as WPre nPC'es~arv 
to equip the rar, (•spedally the tires. 

Q. Automobile tires? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About how many sets of tires 

did You wear out in that 72,000 miles? 
A.~ I can give no estimate of the 

number, hut I know it was very large, 
because of the charartrr of the coun
try. the climatic conditions. and so 
forth, and the tires wore out \'ery 
rapi<lly. 

l~. If tlwv ran ten thousand miles 
to the set th~t would he something likl• 
seven or eight times that you retired. 
on that basis? 

A. I recall especially one incident 
where tllf'Y didn't run five thousand 
miles, am!' I could get no rebate. 

Q. Why? 
A. It was proved to he unequal to 

the task. 
Q. Were the roads infrequented, and 

were there sharp rocks and thorns and 
things like that? 

A. Yrs, sir; a great deal of it; and 
ranyons, gorges and mountains, by
paths, and stones. 

Q. At any rate, it was rather rough 
on tirrs, the::<c journeys were 1 

A. Very rough. 
Q. And you bought tires from this 

.Johnson Huhbcr Company? 
A. \\'hen I would be here in Austin 

and n·-equippe<l, I bought my tires as 
a rule from Johnson Hubber Company, 
yet I bought others in the field. 

Q_ Now, l\Ir. Hohison, I will get you 
to explain to the Honse just what acts 
were necessary on your part in revalu
ing a tral't of land; that is to say, I 
want to know from you, did you just 
Rtay in the hotel at some town and 
gue•s at it from the general contour of 
the country, or did you go look on the 
land with your own eyes? 

A. As far as it was humanl:v possi
ble to do so, I saw practically every 
tract. 

Q. 'Vas there a difference between 
the contiguous sections in the same 
character of country that you couldn't 
ascertain except by getting on the 
ground? 

A. Yes, sir. I knew the territory as 
a whole, an<l I knew where there were 
had spot• am! good spots. and whether 
or not the particular tracts of land that 
had been forfeited were good or bad, 
eanyons, mountains or gorges, and I 
went there and got the best information 
I could as to whether that tract was 
worth so much less or so much more. 

Q. In other words, in the same 
county, and in the same character of 
territ~ry, you would make a distinction 
hetween, say, contiguous sections-that 
is, sections lying right by each other
on account of their peculiar differences? 

A. Yes, sir; and even sections within 
themselves were lowered often because 
one portion would be worthless and the 
other fairly good. 

Q. 'Vas there e\'en a difference be
tween the character of grass on one sec
tion from that of another section next 
to it on account of alkali? 

A_ The character of grass in the 
West is very markedly distinct in differ
ent localities, and in spots even in the 
same locality. For instance, toboso 
grass is not very good, and gramrna 
grass right adjoining it along on th~ 
fringe is very good; and I would have 
to distinguish between the qualities of 
that land for the purposes for which it 
could be used. 

Q. Now. Mr. Robison, in going into 
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this matter of revaluation, what you 
were endeavoring to do was to ascertain 
the revenue producing power of the 
tract to be reappraised, with the view 
of determining whether or not the 
owner could live there and pay it out, 
is that it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Just explain what your system 

was in that particular? 
A. In the first place, these lands had 

been lands that had been purchased 
since about the time of the Ranger oil 
field discovery. These lands were the 
left-overs after the better qualities of 
lands had been purchased, and people 
bidding on them would often assume 
that they were as good as others they 
11ad heard of in that vicinity, and bid 
high prices for them. 

Q. That was during the oil excite-
ment? · 

A. Yes, sir. My purpose was to as
certain and pick out the quality of the 
tracts of land in each particular local
ity, and determine from my knowledge 
<>f thirty years' contact with that coun
try and the people who lived there what 
the particular section could be reason
ably expected to produce for the pur
pose for which it was adapted. I had 
no information as to whether it could 
be used for oil or gold, and, the State 
reserving the mineral rights, I only val
ued it for the surface value, for what 
its value was used for grazing purposes; 
though when I found agricultural lands 
I placed an agricultural value on them. 

Q. Your attitude in the matter then 
was to determine as fairly and honestly 
as you could the value of the land, what 
the value of the land was? 

A. Yes, sir; what the owner could 
use the land at and expect to pay the 
interest due the State. 

Q. That was your interpretation of 
the act that had been passed by the 
Legislature? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, Mr. Robison, in doing 

that work, in making the reappraise
ments, that necessitated other book 
work in the office, did it not; that is, 
sending out of notices and so forth? 

A. It required a great deal of office 
work; yes, sir. 

Q. And you had to employ these ex
tra clerks to do that work? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For 1nstance, some member here 

has suggested this question: Do you 
have any copies of letters notifying the 
persons of the fact that their interest 
payments were delinquent? 

A. I may be able to produce a copy 

of such a letter, and if so I will bring 
it the next time I come. 

Q. Mr. Robison, to what point of the 
State did you go when you started out 
to reappraise? 

A. When I first started? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. I spent the first night-I don't 

recall. I left here expecting to stop at 
the Casey Ranch on the foothills of the 
Davis Mountains, and to reach there 
about the first of August. 

Q. All right. About what time did 
you reach Del Rio? 

A. I didn't reach Del Rio until about 
IO o'clock Friday, which was Friday 
before the thirty-first day of August. 

Q. 1925? 
A. 1925. 
Q. You were stricken there with sick

ness out there at Del Rio, and went to 
the hospital there, didn't you? 

A. The affliction came on me Sun
day morning at Marfa, prior to that 
Friday, and I worked all the week up 
until Friday morning before I gave up. 

Q. Then you gave up Friday morn
ing and went to the hospital at Del Rio? 

A. I recall the last night I spent 
at Alpine, after going over the country, 
I worked until 4 o'clock in the morn
ing, my wife helping me, getting out 
valuations. 

Q.. Now, from Del Rio, after you 
were stricken, you went to San An
tonio; that is, your son carried you up 
there, didn't he? 

A. On Sunday night after I arrived 
at Del Rio Friday morning. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, in the para
graph of Section 9 of the bill of par
ticulars it is charged that on or about 
the thirty-first day of August, 1925, 
while you were in the Land Office as 
Land Commissioner. and in possession 
of certain money belonging to the State 
of Texas, you did on said day, month 
and year pay to one J. M. Robison, 
whose residence was in Houston. Har
ris county, Texas, the sum of .$1000, 
said payment made without proper war
rant and voucher, in violation of the 
penal laws of the State, which act was 
intentionally, knowingly and willingly 
committed, and was and is a high crime 
and misdemeanor against the State 
of Texas. Now, I will ask you if you 
are familiar with this check here dated 
August. 31, 1925, made payable to cash 
in the sum of $1000, on J. T. Robison 
Special. marked over in the left hand 
corner "Expenses"? 

1 

A. We had that in the former in
vestigation before t:lte House Commit-
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tee, and I am familiar with it for thn t 
reason. 

Q. Do you recall ha \"ing execu led 
that particular check 1 

A. I recall that I was aroused from 
a state of coma and as keel if I could 
walk to the operating tabll'. l\Iy an
swer was: "Maybe so, but wait. Bring 
me a blank check." I remember to 
haYe written a cherk, lml until it was 
presented to me I could not have said 
for how IlllH'h. nor to whom it '"·as pay
able. 

Q. But you knc\\' that you were 
likely either to die or to ha,·e consider
able expense there in the hnspital, didn't 
you! Your condition wn~ serious, 
wasn't it. :llr. Hobison? \\'e have gone 
into that. nnd we don't \\'ant to take 
up much time, hut you knew that your 
condition was !'eriou~. didn't you? 

• .\.. I thought so, and from. what the 
do .. •or said, I doubted if I would ever 
come off thl' operating table alin. I 
would hear them talk at times when I 
would lw aroused from a state of coma. 

Q. Xow. then, you will note that 
there is the signature there on the back 
of that check of .J. :IL Robison. Is that 
the signature of your son, Dr. J. l\1. 
Robison. of Houston? 

Q. He is an eye. par a11d nose spe
cialist in Houston, isn•t he? 

A. Yes, sir; and a great diagnosti
eian. 

Q. Did he take part and assist in 
diagno~ing your f'ase? 

A. Y<>s. sir. Ile was with me from 
Sunda~· morning until senral days 
after I was operated on. 

Q. Mr. Robison. during your illness 
who took charge of the matter of pay
ing nurses and hospital hills and so 
forth 1 

A. My son, J. 111. 
Q. l\Ir. Robison, I will ask vou if it 

was ever your intention to 1~ake anv 
gift or ui1lawfully pay any of thi

0

s 
money into the hands of your son, J. M. 
Robison? 

A. Xo, sir; I didn't do so. 
Q. I will ask you, Mr. Robison, I 

will ask you if ever at any time during 
your administration of this fund you 
misappropriated or embezzled any part 
of that money i 

A. I have not. 
Q. I will ask you if you have used 

that fund for the expenses incidental 
to the reappraisement? 

A. I have. counting this as part of 
the inridental expenses. 

Q. Now, l\Ir. Robison, in making 
this check here did vou consider that 
your sickness there and your hospital 

expenses had been directly caused by 
the wear and tear on you going through
out the country reappraising those· 
lands 1 

A. I knew it had been brought upon 
me by being compelled under the cir
cumstances to spend a night in a min
ing camp, and eating certain kinds of 
food they had there, because the food 
I had been carrying with me had been 
exhausted. 

Q. You were under a diet, were you 
not, under the advice of Dr. Joe 
Woolen? 

A. Dr. Joe Wooten has been my 
physieian and adviser e\'er since I have 
been in Au"tin, sinre his father died. 

Q. Xow, 111r. Robison, I will ask you 
how many contributors of money, peo
ple in \\'est Texas, paid into this one 
cent per al're fund? 

A. I estimated to the former com
mittee innstigating this case that there 
were perhaps 1600. 

Q. Now, has any one of those per
sons at any time e\'er objected or made 
any outcry or objection to the way you 
were handling that fund 1 

A. Kot that I know of. 
Q. I am asking if they ever made 

any objection to you, either by word of 
mouth or by written communications 1 

A. They haYe not, but on the con
trary haYe been rather insistent that 
I ha Ye more e le men ts they seemed to 
think would enter into matters that 
would make more comfortable my work. 

Q. In other words, they wanted you 
to liberally consider this thing in favor 
of expenses, isn•t that it 1 

A. Well, they have asked me about 
matters where I felt I was economiz
ing and have protested against it. 

Q. In other words, they protested 
against economy on your part 1 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, a member 

here, in that connection, has sent up a 
question about your regular traveling 
account. How murh traveling account 
out of the general appropriation did 
you get for traveling expenses! 

A. About $300 to $500 a year al
lowed. 

Q. How much of that did you return 
as a rule into the State Treasury? 

A. I don't recall to have ever ex
pended any of it during the time this 
reappraisement was on, unless possibly 
it might have been some time last year, 
possibly early in the year. 

Q. As a rule, you have returned this 
traveling expense fund appropriated hy 
the State, most of it, back into the 
State Treasury? 
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A. I don't recall to have any years 
11ver to have used all of it. They used 
to allow $1000, and I asked them to cut 
it to $500. 

Q. You are about the only depart
ment in this State Government that 
turns traveling expense money back into 
the treasury, aren't you, one of the few! 

A. I don't know. 
Mr. Allen: We -0bject. 
Mr. Price: I think it is admissible. 
Judge Sinks: He said he didn't 

know. 
Mr. Price: One of the members said 

they wanted to know. 
Mr. A!len: If that is the case I 

withdraw the objection. Anyway, he 
has answered it. 

Q. At any rate, Mr. Robison, in 
spending these Western people's money, 
you did what you could, did you not, 
to economize as much as you could 
within reason, and to carry out the 
purpose of the act? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, how long were 

you in the hospital at San Antonio? 
A. I arrived there after midnight 

August 31, the morning of August 31, 
between midnight and day. I left there 
the morning of the twenty-second of 
September. 

Q. Did you have considerable ex
pense there on account of your sick
ness! 

A. I imagine so, but I was not fa
miliar with that. 

Q. Wlell, you do know you had ex· 
pense of surgeons, do you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Price: Give 'me the Venable 

check, please. . 
Q. Mr. Robison, do you know Dr. 

Charles S. Venable? 
A. I know him, yes, sir, as my 

physician, surgeon, in San Antonio. I 
never saw him since. 

Q. I will get you to look at this 
check and identify it? 

A. That is my sign~ture. 
Q. You paid that $300 to Dr. 

Charles S. Venable, did you not? 
·A. Yes, sir; for his se1·vice to me 

in the hospital in San Antonio. 
Q. You gave him that check while 

you were in San Antonio? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is the date you paid him? 
A. The day before I left the hos· 

pita!. -
Mr. Price: That is already in evi· 

dence. 
Q. Did you have other physicians 

there at that time! 
A. There were other physicians 

there; yes, sir. Dr. Joe Wooten was 
one of them. 

Q. Now, what was the name of the 
other doctor? 

A. Dr. Wooten met me there, and 
Dr. Cox came with me from Del Rio. 

Q. You issued a check to Dr, Ven· 
able, and a check to Dr. Wooten, and a 
check to Dr. Cox, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, it is charged here, in 

substance, that on the twenty-first day 
of August you paid out of public 
moneys belonging to the State the sum 
of $300 to Dr. Charles S. Venable, 
which act was a bigh crime and misde· 
mean or against the State of Texas. 
Now, I will ask you if it is not true 
that the only $300 that you ever paid 
in your life to Dr. Venable is that $300· 
you paid him when he operated on you 
in San Antonio! 

·A. Yes, sir; and the check is dated' 
September 21. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, it is charged· 
here in No. 2 that on the sixteenth day 
of June, omitting the unessential parts, 
you paid to Walling and Bradfield the 
sum of $78.76 out of money that be
longed to the public, and that consti
tuted a high crime and misdemeanor, 
as it was done in violation of law. 
Now, do you recall what connection that 
payment had with your reappraisement 
work! 

A. That was for insurance. 
Q. They are insurance agents, aren't 

they? 
A. Yes, sir; insurance on car, theft, 

accident, fire and so forth. 
Q. So y9u paid tjlat check to Wal

ling and Bradfield, insurance agents, for 
insurance policy on this car before you 
used that car in the reappraisement 
work, is that correct, in preparaition? 

A. For the trip to reappraise the 
lands. 

Q. Now, here is bill of particulars 
No. 3, in which it is charged that you 
paid out of the public funds $19.30 t<> 
C. A. Dahlich, and that it was in vio
lation of law, and constituted a high 
crime and misdemeanor. 

A. I inquired of C. A. Dahlich Fur
niture Company and they furnished me 
an account of that the other day, and it 
was for shades for that car. 

Q. Shades for what car? 
A. The one I bought from the Bar

ker Motor Company that was used for 
transportation for the rea ppraisement 
of the land. 

Q. That was during June, July and 
August you commenced to use that cart 



362 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

A. Yes, sir. Yes, got it Lroke in 
before I left home. 

Q. Now, did you put those shades 
on that automobile? 

A. No, sir; but J)ahli«h did. 
Q. The people you purehased them 

from adjusted or put them on your c·ar1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did vou use those shades on that 

trip out ti; ere? 
A. I did. 
Q. Have yon got anythi11g from 

Dahlich there >lwwing about that 
$19.301 

A. I am trying to find it. 
l\1r. Allen: .Just in ceunomy of time, 

we wanted to introduce the· Woodruff 
charges, und they objcded, and the 
court sustained the objections. 'Ye 
didn"t go i1.1to that. \Ye didn't ask a 
word about it. \Ye were not permitted 
to use those charges. That has been 
eliminated from this case b¥ Yirttw of 
their ohjedions, so tliat I tl;ink it is a 
uselPss wastr of time. 

l\1r. Price: "'e hear a great deal 
about the waste of time, let's speed this 
thing up. We didn't bring these charges. 
They have been voted. It is going to 
take some time to meet them. It is 
true we objected to the introduction of 
the "'oodruff charges as eddence, hut 
thev are in the record. Thev have been 
priiited in the Journal and' distrihnted 
to the members, and the members have 
read those charges. "'e submit. if the 
court please, that l\Ir. \Yoodrnff having 
gone before a notary public and sworn 
to those charges, that l\fr. Robison took 
public money, in seeking to clarify this 
thing we should he permitted to go into 
it. The fact that Mr. Allen might state 
it was not in the case might not clarify 
the minds of these members who have 
read those ypry serious eharges. 

As Mr. Moses has suggested, the fact 
that Mr. Allen will get up here and con
cede certain points doesn't mean that it 
is banished from the minds of the mem
bers, nor has he the power really to 
direet them in this matter. As I under
stand it, this IIouse has the power, at 
the end of this investigation. to deter
mine what specific eharges they want 
to vote on. Those things are in the 
record, and we want to meet them. 

Judge Sinks: Those charges, 
haven't read them at all. 

Mr. Price: Thev are filed in the rec· 
ord, the formal charges. 

Mr. Allen: Judge Rinks, in order to 
keep the record strui"ht and make the 
issues clear, let me \emind you that 
when we began this hearin" the first 
thing I asked for was for tite reading 

of the Woodruff charges, and my good 
friends objected to the reading of the 
\\'ondrnff charges, hecanse they said 
they werl' not involved here; that this 
hearing was not hasl'd npon them and 
was not connected with them. Your 
Honor rnlt•d that under those circum
stances you would not permit the 
Woodruff charges to he read; but that 
the gentleman from Grayson. l\Ir. Van 
Zandt, had made the charges contained 
in the resolution calling for this hear
ing, and that this hearing would he 
predicated upon them and confined to 
them. That was the ruling of Your 
Honor with regard to that matter. So 
that you will find that the rerord shows 
that the resolution offered by the gen
tleman from Grayson, Mr. Van Zandt, 
was read here at the beginning of thi~ 
hearing as the basis of the hearing. 

Now, my good friend says there is 
sontething in the Journal about the 
Woodruff charges. T ha,·c nenr read 
them in the Jonrnal. I don't know 
that. But if thev are, thev are not 
there in connectimi with this 

0

hearing. 
W11en we began this hearing we were 

requested to state our respective con
tentions, and Judge Sinks will remem
ber that I confined my suggestions to 
three propositions. The members will 
probably recall what they are. 

Now, eounsel in examining the re
spondent in this case is going haek to 
the "'oodruff charges, about which we 
examined no witness in chief, and about 
which we were not permitted to make 
any reference or introduce any part of 
the resolution. Xow, that being true, 
I think the inc1uiry ought to he confined 
to the issue as it has Leen drawn. The 
issue has been clearly drawn, and I 
think we will ha,·e our hands full if we 
will confine ourselves to those issues. 
The Van Zandt eharges were read. 

Judge Sinks: I haven't kept up with 
this. 

l\Ir. Allen: The differences between 
the Van Zandt charges and the Wood
rnfT charges are rather broad. One goes 
more into detail than the other. One 
seems to have been boiled down after 
the oth..r was written. There was no 
testimony offered by us in connection 
1r ith the Woodruff charges. I am ob
jecting and trying to confine the in
quiry to the matters in issue here. 

Mr. Price: Now, if the court please, 
if you will turn to the House Journal 
of date Thursday, June 6, 1929, there 
wi!J he found in the record, that is, in 
the Journal, on the last column of page 
fi3, an article reading like this: "The 
l"peaker laid before the House, as a 
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special order for this hour, resolution 
by Mr. Woodruff relating to certain 
cltarges against the Land Commissioner, 
the resolution having been read second 
time on yesterday. Mr. Woodruff then 
withdrew the pending resolution.'' 

He had one before this one, and with
drew it. 

And then: "To provide for impeach· 
ment of Land Commissioner. Mr. \Vood
ruff sent up for consideration of the 
House the following statement: 
"State of Texas, 
"County of Travis. 

"I, H. G. Woodruff," and then pro
ceeds in numerical order to lay down 
certain specific charges, under oath, be
fore a notary public, Bess Odell Bee
man, a notary public in and for Travis 
County, Texas. There follows twenty 
separate and distinct charges. Among 
them is charge No. 2 about Walling and 
Bradfield, and charge No. 3, the Dahlich 
$19.30. 

That is followed immediately by the 
Van Zandt resolution, which appears 
beginning on page 56 and ends on page 
58. Now, Mr. Woodruff in filing that 
atlidavit was following a well known 
precedent of procedure in impeachment 
cases. That has been printed in the 
Journal and circulated not only among 
the members of this House, but has 
been circulated to citizens of the State. 

Now, that charge No. 2 is a serious 
charge, having been made under oath 
a.gainst this respondent, and we do sub
mit, as a proposition both of law and 
of right, that Mr. Robison ought to be 
given a chance to be heard in his testi
mony refuting that unwarranted charge, 
because he can show that it went for 
things in connection with the expenses 
of reappraisement. 

Mr. Allen: I have objected on the 
ground that when we wanted to offer 
the Woodruff resolution they objected 
to it, and you sustained their objection 
and kept it out. I just don't want them 
to blow hot and cold, If they want to 
put tlie Woodruff resolution in, I am 
perfectly willing to have it read. If 
they want it we are willing for them 
to have it in, but we don't want them 
to blow h-0t and blow cold. 

Mr. Moses: The admissions of Mr, 
Allen are not binding on the member
ship of this House. At the conclusion 
of this testimony Mr. Allen and Mr. 
Freeman may have an idea that certain 
matters have been established of such a 
nature that articles of impeachment 
should be voted by the House. The 

-membership of this House may conclude 
that there are other matters than those 

that they mentioned that shbuld be in
_cluded in the articles of impeachment. 

And in regard to the Woodruff reso
lution, no objection has been raised from 
our si</-e of the table to counsel prov
ing, or attempting to prove any one of 
the Woodruff charges, We did object 
to the charges being read and made a 
part of this record, for the reason that 
it was an ex parte affidavit on the part 
of Representative Woodruff. The fact 
that it was made under oath does not 
lessen the fact that it was ex parte and 
not proof of the facts therein alleged. 

We have interposed no objection to 
going into any matter counsel wanted 
to go into where they brought proof 
that would show that the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office was guilty of 
high crimes and misdemeanors and 
guilty of conduct for which he should 
be impeached. 

So with that statement, we think, 
that as a matter of justice, the respond
ent, -if he has an explanation to make 
in regard to that, he should be per
mitted to make it. 

We are not impugning the motives of 
Mr. Woodruff at a!1, but when charges 
are as grave in character as are contain· 
ed in that Woodruff resolution, and have 
been made and printed in the Journal 
of this House, first read to the House 
and then printed in the Journal, and 
then have gone all over Texas; and in 
view of the fact that this House, if it 
deci•s to do so, after our lips are 
closed, and after the lips of counsel on 
the other side are closed, it is still 
within the power of this House, after 
you go back into the House, to adopt 
articles of impeachment, even though 
all the counsel, lawyers representing the 
House and lawyers representing the re
spondent, may be in accord that they 
ought not to be adopted, the House can 
go on and do it, if they want to; we 
think, as a fairness, that we should be 
permitted to offer proof. 

Mr. Price: I think this will settle 
it. Here is the Van Zandt resolution: 
'·Resolved, That this Home resolve it
self into a Committee of the Wihole and 
shall forthwith proceed to an investi
gat.ion of the charges enumerated above 
and other charges this day filed," and 
those charges appear here under Mr. 
Woodruff's affidavit immediately pre
ceding this Van Zandt resolution. 

Mr, Allen: That is very true, if Your 
Honor please, that the resolution was 
proposed, but counsel, I am quite sure, 
will agree with me that the members 
of this House are going to act intelli
gently and are going to act conscien-
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tiously in any action that they take in 
connection with this matter touching 
the Land Commissioner. 

Now, we have offered no testimony in 
the world in support of the matter 
eounsel is referring to. It woi1ld be 
doing violence, I think, to the judg
ment and intelligenee of the members 
<•f this House to say they would bring 
any charge against any eitizen of this 
l'tat<' that was nut predieated upon and 
supported by some eharucter of testi
mony. \Ye have offered no testimony 
along that line. It i' puerile for them 
to say that this House has the right 
to iile charges beyond the scope of tho'e 
wc have introduced testimony on, for 
the reason that this House is eomposed 
of intelligent and conscientious men. 
and the members of this committee will 
not do it, I apprehend, unless there is 
some testimony offered to warrant surh 
action oi1 their part. 
~ow, we put in our testimony in 

rhief. Their testimony on this hearing 
should he ronfined to rebutting matters 
and proof we have offered here, herause 
this body is not going, as intelligent 
n1cn, to act on any .matter unless some 
proof has been offered. 

Kow, we submit that for the ruling 
of tht' court. 

Senator Price: If the court please, 
if the idea of Judge Allen is that these 
charges are out of the way, I want to 
know here and now, Judge Allen, if you 
are willing to agree that the Woodruff 
cbarl!rs, printed in this Journal, are 
unworthy of belief? 

Mr. Allen: I certainly won't, and 
not only that, hut the conclusive e\'i
deuce was they were shown to he true. 

Sena tor Price: Then you are i·elying 
on the Woodruff charges? 

Mr. Allen: I am not; no, sir. I am 
relying on matters that have heen 
proven hy the witnesses here on the 
witness stand, and nothing else. If 
that happens to touch matters he rep
resents-and I will, frankly, I haven't 
read the Woodruff eharges, I want to 
read them, I '"ould like to hear them. 

Senator Price: We submit the ques
tion. 

Judge Sinks: I don't know what are 
tl.c charges here presented as the basis 
of tPstimony. Now, is it just the Wood
ruff charges you have reference to, that 
he clidu't charge anything in connection 
with the matter you are inquiring 
about! 

Senator Price: Must specifically and 
pointedly-will read it to Your Honor, 
if you eare. It charges that he took 
$lll.30 of the public fund and paid it 

out to C. A. Dahlich, illegally and 
unlawfully, and it constitutes high 
crime and misdemeanor, and that is in 
this very Journal. 

Mr. Allen: I know, but it has got 
the Van Zandt charge, put in specifi
rally the Van Zandt charge, and refers 
to the Woodruff c·harges as charges 
herein pending; and this charge was 
filed, and I didn't know we had filed any 
other charges except these charges filed 
hy Representative Woodruff, though, 
out of necessity, the Van Zandt resolu
tion refers to and makes a part thereof 
the charges which were filed, which 
were the \Yoodruff charges, and which 
ll"ere already upon this specific matter. 

Senator Price: The check has been 
introduced in evidence. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, Your 
Honor. let me remind counsel of this: 
That eheck was never referred to fur
ther, when we got through with intro
ducing the whole hatch. 

Senator Price: The check is there, 
iin't it. and you introduced it? 

Mr. Allen: Every check is there, and 
you gentlemen said to introduce them. 

Judge Sinks: Well, now, if you in
troduced that check in evidence, I will 
allow counsel to examine him on it. 

Senator Price: All right. (To the 
clerk.) Have you the Dahlich check, 
please, for $19.30? 

(The clerk searched for the check.) 
Judge Sinks: Everybody seems to 

know what that check was, there is no 
question about it. Maybe we can get 
along better by just going ahead with 
your interrogation. 

Mr. Allen: I will find it for you, I 
•·an find it better for you in the Journal. 

Q. All right. Now, Mr. Robison, 
since this charge was filed, you have 
niade some ill\·estigation about that 
specific charge, haven't you-the charge 
that you paid $19.30 to Dahlich? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, what did you find out about 

it, just explain that to the House. 
A. I found out that I had purchased 

curtains or shades for the auto that I 
purchased from the Barker Motor Com
pany, in which I was to make the trip 
to i·eappraise the land. 

Q. And those curtains were got for 
the use of your car, and you did use 
them in that connection? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you at any time pay Mr. 

Dahlich-C. A. Dahlich-the sum of 
$19.30, or any other sum, for purely 
private purposes? 

A. Not about that time. I have 
bought furniture from them, long before 
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that, but I don't recall to have bought 
.anything at that time nor since. 

Q. I mean, though, out of funds 
.other that your private account? 

A. No, sir; never did. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, on page 54, in 

·charge No. 4 of the Woodruff affidavit, 
you are--

Mr. Allen: Now, one moment. They 
·wouldn't let us introduce, or have read, 
the Woodruff affidavit, and now he re
fers directly to and wants to get 
-through a paper that he kept out of 
the record: Now, if they want them in, 
we make no objection to their being 
read right now; .but unless they are 

"introduced in evidence, we certainly 
make objection to their being questioned 
·about. 

Senator Price: If the court please, 
we would like to handle our defense in 
our own way, this House has given us 
.authority to develop the defense as we 
Bee fit, and I think these internuptions 
of Judge Allen •are unwarranted. We 
·didn't seek to advise you as to how to 
_proceed. These charges are printed, and 
we want to answer this specific charge 
No. 4, where it is charged he paid out 
the sum of $24.75 of the public fund, 
"illegally, to Walter Tips & Company, 
•unlawfully, not for any lawful purpose, 
.and in his official capacity. 

Judge Sinks: Was the check intro
·•:luced in evidence? 

Senator Price: Yes, sir. 
Judge Sinks: I think he has the 

right to ask about any checks intro
-duced in evidence. · 

Mr. Allen: Well, several hundred 
were introduced-it was introduced, 
put in here, and is now in evidence. 

Judge Sinks: Well, I think if the 
-checks are before this Rous~, they are 
-due to be commented on by either side, 
and he has the right to explain any 
cltt!ck that has been introduced in evi
·dence. That is the way I look at it. 

Senator Price: Certainly. 
Q. All right. Mr. Robison, to save 

time, just state in substance your ex
planation of charge No. 4 here in this 

.affidavit, that when you were Land 
Commissioner, in your official capacity, 
you took money belonging to the State 
of Texas in the sum of $24.75, and paid 
the same to Walter Tips Company, and 
that said payment ·was made for the 
purpose of satisfying -the personal ob
ligation or obligations of J. T. Robi
son to the said Walter Tips Company, 
and not for auy lawful purpose in his 
official capacity as Commissioner of the 

·•General Land Office. Now, have you 

made investigations as to that item of 
$24.75? 

A. I have. 
Q. What are the facts in connection 

therewith? 
A. The Walter Tips Company sent 

me a copy of a bill amounting to $24. 7 5, 
July 13, l!J25, for cots, and those cots 
were marked "Paid." 

Q. Wait just a minute, I want the 
members to get it. That was for cots
c-o-t-s-wasn't it? 

A. The cots were part of the equip
ment, ;ts we were going into the coun
try on the reappraisement of land pre
pared for emergency to camp when we 
would be compelled to do so. 

Q. Well, it has been introduced. 
Now, that is the only check for $24.75 
that you gave to Walter Tips about 
that time, isn't it? 

A. So far as I know. 
Q. Well, do you know of any other 

check of that exact amount? 
A. I do not. 
Q. And that was for the purpose of 

purchasing those cots? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, you paid that out of the 

J. T. Robison, Special, these West Texas 
laud owners' fund! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And 110t out of any public moneys 

or out of any moneys appropriated to 
you by tlie Legislature? 

A. That is true. 
Q. Now, then, here is a charge in the 

same affidavit, that on the 28th day of 
June, 1928, you negligently, wilfully 
and carelessly permitted Mrs. J. T. Rob-· 
ison to take from said money or moneys 
the sum of $100, without the authority 
of the State of Texas, etc., and so on. 
Now, have you investigated that par
ticular matter? 

A. I have not; had no way to do so. 
Q. And have· you any facts to re

late which show why at that time you 
paid Mrs. Robison any money out of 
this account? 

· A. I had her to assist me in the 
preparations for the trip. I at that 
time was exceedingly busy all the time 
in the Land Office, and I turned it over 
to her to use in the preparations for 
the trip. 

Q. Have you at any time paid over 
or turned over to Mrs. Robison any 
funds out of this one cent per acre fund 
to be spent by her for other than the 
expenses on this reappraisemcnt? 

A. I have not. 
Q. Now, ·then, Mr. Robison, had you 

at that time or any other time paid 
over any of the public funds of this 
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State appropriated to your department 
to Mrs. Robison? 

A. What? 
Q. I say, did you at that time, or 

lia\·e you at any other ti1ne. giYer1 or 
paid over to Mrs. Hobison, for her per
sonal use and benefit, any mone~·s out 
of any State fn11d, or out of any other 
fund, for her per"rnal use and benefit 1 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Now. here is charge No. i, in the 

.Tournal, thn t on the I Hth day of Aug
ust. yon pairl 011t of ~(ate moneys or 
publie 11rnneys. the sum of $04 to Clyde 
Gro\'er. Nol\', I will ask van what con
nection that payment had with the re
appraisemcnts of these lands? 

A. The summer of HI~;) was the 
time that this countrv was drouth 
~trif·krn. I was having~ to haul \vater 
for liHstoek, and I had chickens and 
e\·erything else. \Vhen my duties re· 
qnin'd me to begin the reappraisemrnt 
of thesP lands, I employed a young inan 
to stay there and take care of mv af
fairs ;vhile I was away. While i' \ms 
in the hospital in San Antonio, my wife 
came home and found the young man 
ready to quit. She went to the Texas 
Bank & Trust Company and saw l\Ir. 
Sparks personally, and he let her han 
the money, the snm of $54. out of that 
special fund. 

Q. Yes? That was made necessary 
and would not ha\·e occurred except fo'r 
your being absent on these reappraise-
1nents? 

A. It would not. 
Q. Did any 1wrson in \Yest Texas. 

or any p~rson who contributed to this 
fund, e\·er make an~· ohjection-

Mr. Allen: We object to that. 
Q. -to any payment of that kind? 
l\lr. Allen: We ohjert to that. He 

statecl that at no time on earth did 
anybody connected with that fund in 
\Vest Texas ever object to it; he has 
testified to it over and over again. 

. Judge Sink': He has testified to 
that. 

Rena tor Price: In a general way. 
l\fr. Alh•n: In a wry positive way. 
Sena tor Price: All right, very well. 
Q. l\fr. Holiison, I don't believe that 

you explained about the check to Dr. 
.Toe \\'ooten. There was a check intro
duced here. I believe-I don't see a 
rec'ord of it here now-for $300. That 
(']1eck, I helirve, was given for services 
rendered by Dr. \Vooten when you were 
sirk in Ran Antonio? 

Mr. Allen: Now, we object to that. 
The Doctor has testified about that, and 
he didn't say that-Dr. Wooten said 
$100.00 of that check was given while 

l\Ir. Robison was sick in San Antonio, 
and .$200.00 in payment of an old bill 
that he already owed him-that was 
Dr. Wooten's t~stimony. Now, if coun
sel is going to let the witness testify, 
he ought not to contradict the Doctor's 
testimony, that is the question. 

,Jndge Rinks: Do you understand 
that is the testimonv? 

l\fr. Allen: Yes, 'sir, that is the tes
timony. The record will show it. Any
way, his quest ion is leading and sug
gesti,·e. and-

Q. Well, he that as it may, I want 
to ask you if, at the time you were 
sirk, you paid Dr. Joe \Vooten $300.00 
out of this fund? 

A. I gave him a cherk for that 
amount, not knowing what his bill was 
at the time. I had- a settlement with 
him subsequently. 

Q. At any rate. that check was 
given him 0;1 the occasion when you 
had been sick at San Antonio, and he 
made the trip down there? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And then, following that, you 

rame here to Austin; and how long 
were von sirk here? 

A. ·I wasn't from under the care of 
rloctors until October, 26, 1925. 

Q. But I want to get at this, Mr. 
Rol1ison: How long, beginning with 
the time that Dr. Joe \\1ooten came to 
San Antonio to wait on you profession
ally. for how long did he wait on you 
following your operation down there at 
San Antonio? 

A. Dr .. Toe \Yooten returned to Aus
tin, and I think went back to San An
tonio possibly once; and when I came 
to Austin, home, on the 22nd of Sep
tember, he cared for me from then until 
the 26th of October. 

Q. Thai would be about how many 
days that he waited on you or served 
~·on following that operation at San 
Antonio1 

A. Rome thirty-four days . 
Q. That lie was con8tantly in at

tendance, had you under his super
vision 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that correct1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Now, then, Mr. Robi

son, do ~·ou recall that there was en
acted. I helieve it was in 1925, or prob
ably 1919, I forget which-an act per
taining to the lease of University oil 
lands of this State! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was it-19171 
A. l!l25. 
Q. You are familiar, then, with the 
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fact that the Legislature, in 1925, 
passed an act providing for the sale 
of the University oil and gas leases at 
competitive sales-that is the one I am 
talking about? 

A. Yes, sir, I am familiar with that. 
Q. Prior to that time, there was no 

competitive statute, was there? 
A. Not for sale of oil and gas in 

the University lands. 
Q. Now, then, who prepared this 

bill, and •how did it" come about? 
A. I prepared it on my own initia

tive, as a better measure to continue 
the development of oil and gas on Uni
versity lands, after we had secured de· 
velopment under the Development Stat· 
ute of 1917. 

Q. All right. 
A. The 1917 was an experimental 

111w to develop settlement on easy terms, 
getting it started; after we got it 
sta1·ted, then I wrote the other one; 
it was patterned after the hill that I 
had written, perhaps, at a previous 
session. 

Q. Now, under the terms of this Act 
of 1925, you provided for the sale of 
these leases at competitive sale by field 
bids, didn't you 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, when did yon immediately 

commence to carry out the terms of that 
act? 

A. I believe it was June following 
the enactment of that statute, I placed 
all of the unleased University lands on 
sale for oil and gas purposes. 

Mr. Smith: Mr. Chairman, a mem
ber of the c<>mmittee bas suggested 
to me that Mrs. Robison, who is prob
ably in the gallery, might probably like 
to be down here, where she can hear 
better and be more comfortable. It is 
just a suggestion of a member of the 
House. 

The Speaker: I will state on that, 
Mr. Smith, I gave Mrs. Robison °permis
sion to be here through this session, or 
any member of the family with her. If 
they care to come, of course, they are en
tirely welcome. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, when did you 
first begin to administer that Act of 1925 
-that is the Competitive Sales Act! 

A. I-as I recall, it was June after 
_ the enactment of the statute; I adver

tised and placed on sale all of the then 
unleased University lands for oil and 
gas purposes. 

Q. Well, did anything come up to 
stop the operation of that act 1 

A. Yes, sir:"' 
Q. Well, just state what occurred? 
A. Subsequently, when numbers of 

requests had been received for placing 
it on the market, I started to do so; 
the requests came in this form: In
dividuals conceived the idea that the 
Act of 1925 was invalid, and filed some
thing over 2600 applications on Univer
sity lands, using the 1917 statute. 
Deeming these applications as a suffi
cient request and an indication that 
University lands were in demand under 
the statute, I proceeded to list-I re
jected those applications, and proceeded 
to list the lands, sent the list to the 
printer at that time, but before it was 
printed, a Mr. Theisen filed a manda
mus suit against me in the Supreme 
Court, alleging invalidity and unco_n
stitutionality of the Act of 1925, and 
relying upon the v'ollidity of the statute 
of 1917. When that suit was filed in 
the Supreme ·Court, I w~thdrew the 
list of lands from the printer, and 
withheld them until after the litigation 
had been disposed of. 

Q. Now, l\Ir. Theisen,-his conten
tion was that this act was invalid, and 
he wanted you to go ahead and give 
him a permit under the old Permit Law, 
on the theory that this law being void,. 
had not done away with the Permit. 
Law. Wasn't that it? 

A. That was his theory. 
Q. All right. Then, what occurred 

with the Theisen case 1 Did you take 
the position that this competitive stat
ute was a valid one 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the Attorney General of this 

State attacked that act, didn't he? 
A. Yes, sir, by intervening on be

half of the Regents. 
Q. Well, what was the final result 

of tliat case in the Supreme Court 1 
A. Mr. Theisen filed bis suit, as I 

recall, in the spring of 1926. The case 
lay in the conrts, was finally submitted 
for two days' argument, March 18, 1928. 
The court took it under advisement, 
rendered an opinion the 25th day of 
June, 1928, sustaining the validity of 
the law or the constitntionality of it. 
A motion for rehearing was filed, and 
the Supreme Court overruled the mo
tion for rehearing in October, October 
17, 1928. 

Q. Now, at all times during the pen
uency of that suit, which was to deter
mine whether' that was a law or not a 
law, you· declined absolutely to operate 
nnder it, didn't you? 

A. I did, having withdrawn the list 
of lands from the printer, as I stated 
a moment ago. 

Q. Do you not recall that I had a 
conversation with you some time in the 
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summer or earh· fall of that ve:ir and 
aokcd vou abou't the advcrtl.i11g of 
thosl' l°llnda? 

A. I remember you discussed the 
matter with me personally i11 Fort 
\Yorlh during the sumnwr of I !l:!H, and 
inquired ahol1t thf' l'\tatn~ oi thP :-.uit, 
ek. 

f.J. And i•n't it. tn1<· that ~··m stated 
to me at that t inw that vun WCf<' not 
going to adn•rti!--1' or mn°kl' a ~:tic of 
any of tho1w lc•aBl'S to nny one whntso
en·r until tl11• ~uprr·nw C'nurt pa~sed on 
it tlnallv 1 

A. Ti.at was my stateme11t and my 
poi"ition. 

(l. .\nd tlitl you stay hy that posi
tion'! 

A. I 1lid. 
tl What happened that rausl'd you 

lo hcgin lo a•lministN the law in Oc
to1){'r '! 

A. After tlw Rupremr Court had 
writtt•n it~ opinion .. Junr 25th, I was 
out in thl' rountry on my campaign for 
renomination, and it was a rlailv oc
curre11c·e for numhrrs of people to in
quire of me about the status of the Uni
nrsity land, and urging me to place 
them on the market, and I would ex
plain to them the situation, that I 
wouldn't do so until the Supreme Court 
had concluded th<' rase. \Vhen the court 
had ronrlurh·d the case, hundreds-lit
erally hundreds of people had already 
Tequested, in a general way, that the 
University lands be offered for sale. 
Immediately after the rendition of that 
decision I ~c·t about to prepare the list 
for ad,·ertisement and sale, intending 
to put them on the market the 1st of 
Dt>cember; but the help in the office 
was so short I had to do that person
allv. and it required until the 10th of 
Nc;vember before I could get the lists 
in the hands of the printer. 

Q. 'l he 10th of what T 
A. The 10th of November, before I 

euld complete the list and transmit it 
to the printer-to the Board of Control 
for the printer. 

Q. Do vou recall, Mr. Rohison, I 
came into v

0

our office on or about ~o
, .. mbt'r !st '1tnd stated that th<' Supr .. me 
Court hnd r<'fused a motion for a re
hearing in the Theisen case, and indi
cated to yon on the records that you 
had therP the lands which you wanted 
you to n<lnrlise for sale! • 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. I will nsk yon to explain just 

how that was done, just what was done. 
A. You phoned me from Fort Worth, 

. asking if I woul<I be in the office at a 

certain time. I answered you affirma
th-ely. You came down and came in 
and told me you wanted to see about 
the Unheroity lands going on the mar
ket. drawing from yonr pocket numbers 
of pi .. ces of paper. almost this size (in
dicating), but a little smaller, as if they 
had been torn from a memorandum 
uook; on thost' pit•ces of paper, num-
1.Je..- of them. you had numbers of blocks 
of Universitv lands and section num
bers, that, a~ I n•rnll. amounted to per
haps up towards a quarter of a million 
acres that you wanted me to plare on 
the market the first day of April, and 
you remarked that you had clients, that 
you wanted them put on the market 
for them. and you "tarted to say some
thinl! ahout that. nnd I just remarked 
to you, "Oh. well. it is not material 
who tlwy are, the law is mandatory"; 
and you said something about, well, if 
I wou Id uring them on thr first day 
you would consider it a favor. I said, 
"Lloyd, this is not a matter of personal 
favor. it is a mattter of the law, The 
f'upreme Court has said it is mandatory, 
and if you request them on the first 
day-whatever date that is-they will 
go in. Otherwise, you can sue me on 
mandamus and compel me to do it." 
We went to the map with that memo
randum of the sections and blocks, and 
checked them off with the map in \'1lri
ous counties all the way west to Hud
speth county. Then I checked them on 
typewritten lists. After I had pre
pared, marked on the dates you wanted, 
and when I prepared my list, seeing 
the great quantity you wanted, I picked 
up the seratch pn<l one afternoon after 
the office was closed-as I often stay 
and work some-I dropped you a mem
orandum, suggesting that in view of the 
quantity of land that you had asked 
for, le•t no mist.ake be made, you had 
better 1writl' me a letter specifically 
again referring to the sections you 
wanted put on the market, and I said, 
"I want you to reduce it to the very 
lowest numher that you possibly can, 
because I don't want to bring so much 
on the market the first day, or at one 
time." You <'ame back with a letter, 
dated the 17th of September-or No
vember-recei\·erl at the Land Office, 
according to my recollection, the 19th 
of November. specifying, aa I recall it, 
lPss than half of the number of section• 
you had originally requested. • 

Q. In other words, Mr. Robison, you 
told me, did you not, that under the 
law I had the right to specifically de· 
mand any amount, but you suggested. 
that you thought that I ought to re-
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-duce the amount; and I did that, did I 
not, to 53,000 acres! 

A. You reduced it to something like 
-00,000 acres? 

Q. Something in the neighborhood of 
50,000 acres? 

A. Yes, sir, I just refer to it as 
-00,000 acres, whether three more or less. 

Mr. Purl of Dallas: Mr. Chairman, 
I think Mr. Robison has been on the 
-stand now since l: 30, and I don't think 
w,e are going to get through this after
noon; and if counsel are willing, I 
would like to make a motion-if any 
member objects, why, all right--we can 
pass two or three bills. He has been 
on the stand two or three hours, and I 
make a motion that the Committee riRe, 
report progress, and ask permission to 
take a recess until IO: 00 o'clock. 

Mr. Johnson of Dimmit: I move 
that the Committee rise, report progrcs•, 
·and ask permission of the House to re
cess until 8 :00 o'clock. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas moves that the Committee rise, 
report progress, and ask permission to 
recess until IO: 00 o'clock. The other 
motion, by Mr. Johnson, is that the 
Committee rise, report progres;, and ~sk 
permission to recess until 8: 00 o'clock 
tonight. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman, may I 
ninke this remark? 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Purl: It would seem to me that 

to require a witness to stay on the 
.stand eight or ten hours at a stretch 
is just a little too much to ask of the 
witness, much less the jury, and it 
·seems to me like it would be a common 
·sense thing to let the man retire, and 
1P.t us go back into the House and pass 
a few bills, and come up in the morn
ing, when we are all fresh, and get 
through with it. I am not trying to 
TUn the thing at all, but I just think 
it is common sense. 

(Mr. Johnson's motion, on being put 
to the Committee, was lost by a vote 
'Of 48 "yeas", and 50 "nays".) 

Mr. Bond of Kaufman: Mr. Speak
·er, I move that the Committee rise, 
report progress, and ask lea1·e of the 
1Iouse to recess until tomorrow at 9: 00 
·o'clock. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Speaker, I rn<'ve a 
-substitute, that the Committee rise, re· 
port progress, and ask permission to 
meet at 9:30 tomorrow morning. 

(Mr. Purl's substitute motion pre
vailed and the Committee thereupon ad
journed to Dieet at 9: 30 the following 
"morning.) 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 1929. 

MORNING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met pur
suant to adjournment at 10 o'clock a. 
m., 'Vednesday, June 2G, 1929. where
upon the following proceedings were 
had: 

The Speaker: The Committee will 
please be b order. I will state to the 
gentlemen who have resolutions that 
those resolutions will be read just as 
quickly as the Chair can place them 
before you. The House gave permission 
to the Committee of the Whole to re· 
~ess until 9 :30, and the point c.f .order 
is made that tho hour has arrived. The 
Chair is pow~rless to do anvt!1ing ex· 
cept to sustain it. I tru'st that we will 
have good decorum and will not be 
troubled with confusion and disorder 
that will necessitate complaints from 
the members that they cannot hear. 
All right, gentlemen, let"a r;roceud. 

J. T. Robison, the re•pou<h·nt, still 
being on the stand as a witness in his 
own behalf, and under examination by 
his own counsel, further testified, as 
follows: · 

(By Mr. Price): 
Q. Mr. Robison, the last question I 

asked you yesterday had reference to 
the fact that in our convers:ition I 
agreed to red nee the amount of acreage 
in my written or specific demand from 
103,000 to 53,000 acres, and this was 
done at your suggestion. Now do you 
recall receiving a letter from me set
ting forth specifically the tracts of land 
which made up the 53,000 acres? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And do you recall that following 

t.he writing of that letter and its re
ceipt by you that I followed it up with 
several conversations reiterating our 
request or demand for the sale! 

A. I do. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, following that 

you prepared your advertisements, did 
you not? 

A. The lists of lands to be placed 
on the market were sent to the printer 
on November IO. before your final let
ter written on November 17, and after 
that you followed it up with inter
views when you would be in Austin. 

Q. Now in this advertisement, as I 
recall it, you had for sale on January 
2, 1929, approximately 53,000 acres of 
land. That was the land specifically 
requested, wasn't it! 

A. After I received the proof back 
from the printer I checked over, witll 
your request, and eliminated many 
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traets I had already listed for the src· 
ond of .January tha

0

t you had embrared 
in your original request. plarin~ in the 
list for Ja11uan· 2 only tl1ost• which 
you had ~Jle<'ialiy 1u111H~<l in ~·our last 
letter. and a fl'W others i11 somi· blocks. 
as I didn't r:trc to c·hop up the hlocks 
in the way I would ha,·e had to have 
done to 'han sl'p:natrd tl1t•m. The 
total land left tl1l' srr<HH] of Ja11uary 
was approximatl'l~· 100,000 "cres. 

Q. That is to '<tY, the advertise· 
mcnts finally pri11trd ·i 

A. Yts, sir; with r<'frrrnce to thr 
land ,von hail re'lnestrd and a few in 
some hlock~. 

Q. Rn as to h:l\·e it rounded out. in· 
sh'ad of lil'ing jagg·r(l or irrl'gnlar in 
form? 

A. Yes. sir; that is what I mean. 
t!. Xow tlwn. l\fr. Hohison. <lo vou 

rel'Hll that aln11g in Dt•cen1lH'r C'Priain 
persons ('aJlll' to yon protes!i11g the sale 
of those V11iHrsitv la11ds? 

A. Mv rcl'nllertion is the first pro· 
te:-<t canlP to me in NoYemlicr. 

Q. From whom? 
A. After I had sent the list to the 

printer. 
Q. From whom did this protest 

romr? 
A. Thr first one. to sten hark a lit· 

tie, on one orrasion, or perhaps on one 
or two or·casions, wlwn Judgp Batts. 
a memher of the Regents, canw to the 
Land Ofill'l' to ~ee nw ronerrning the 
hontHlaries of somC' Universitv lands in 
PPcos county, and wantrd me "to go with 
him, or to go out and look it onr, 
and I tokl him I couldn't go. hecausp 
I was too busy preparing the list; and 
then we diseussed the matter of plac
ing the lands on the market informally. 
without anv definite1w~s ahout it, anrl 
nothing moi·e was heard from him until 
after I had sent the list to tlw printer 
on the tenth of Nevemher. Then he 
mnw hark on one occasion and told 
me he had a letter from 111r. Nazro. 
that I knew was the head of the Gulf 
Prodnrtion Company. or tlw Gulf Oil 
Corpor;1tion, whaten•r may be it~ nanw. 
and started in to read me the letter; 
and I told him that Ill' eonld tell me 
what was in it~ and he proteste1l again~t 
t hr sale of the lands, and quotpd me 
the substance of what 111r. Nazro had 
written liim. 

Q. ~lr. Xa7.ro is presic\ent of the 
Gulf Production Company, isn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did GPncral .Jake Woltern, of the 

Texas Company, also talk with yon 
about it? 

_\, After )Ir. Batts had been there, 

n en era! \Volters came. and said he· 
nune as attorney for The Texas Com· 
pany. 

\~. You told General Wolters that, 
as von viewed the law and understood 
it, that you felt that it was mandatory 
when a citizen, nncler the law filed 
with von a demand in the form of the 
statuie. didn't you? 

.\. I did, am! ga\'e him the decision 
of the <'Ourt to real\ while in the office. 

Q. Do you recall whetlwr General 
\\'ol!Prs stated he thought that your 
construction wa~ right? 

A. T don't re<'all his commenting 
upon that. 

Q. So far as tlir law was ronrerned, 
vou don~t renwml;er what hP ~aid? 
· A. I do not. 

Q. Those were the first renwn· 
stranees that ramc to vour attention 1 

A. Yes. sir, rxc·rpt Robert L. Holli· 
day, a member of the Bmul of Regents, 
had written me something- ahout the 
matter before thaL 

Q. Xow. then. there followed on that 
a protest from what other persons 1 

A. The Hnmhle Company wrote me 
a letter, or at kast one l\Ir. Pratt. who 
was the clirrctor. as I recall on the 
letterhead, of the geological depart· 
ment of tl1at company, protesting 
against the sale. 

Q. All right, who else? 
A. Rnhsequent to that Governor 

1-Ioodv rallerl me. 
Q. · Then GoYernor Moody, after these 

men had seen yon, also protested the 
sale, didn't he? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Now there has been charged here 

as the basis in these proceedings that 
there were differenees between the Gov
ernor and the Board of Regents and 
the Attornev General. Now, if I un
derstand v~u. the differences were as 
follows: that as you interpreted the 
law it was your mandatory d~ty to act 
and to set the dates for these sales 
and make the sales; that was your 
position, wa~n't it? 

A, It was. 
Q. Now what was their legal posi· 

tion? 
A. Withdraw the lands, law or no 

law. 
Q. In other words, they told you to 

withdraw those lands, law or no law! 
Who was it told vou to withdraw those 
lands, law or no '1aw? 

A. Go,·ernor Moodv and Judge 
Batts, after Governor ·Moody, accord
ing to his own testimony of record in 
this volmne in the former investigation 
had stated that he had read the de-
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c1s1on at my request and had stated it 
was correct on the law, and he also 
testified that Judge Batts had doubts 
about my power to withdraw them. 

Q. But, none the less, they kept in
sisting upon them? 

A. They did. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, according to 

Governor Moody's testimony, you bad a 
conference at a place called Dilley. 
Now that conference followed several 
previous conferences, didn't it? 

A. Followed two former conferences 
in person and one over the phone. 

Q. Now I don't remember that it 
was testified directly and pointedly, but 
as I remember the testimony suggested 
that you flatly agreed that you 
wouldn't sell but about twenty sections 
of that land, and that you broke this 
agreement by advertising a greater 
amount than that. Now I want to ask 
you whether at any time you made any 
agreement as to the number of acres? 
I wish you would explain that to this 
House and just what you agreed at 
Dilley? 

A. Preliminary to that statement, 
permit me to say this. Judge Batts 
testified that he understood it to be 
one tract, in discussing the matter 
with him in conference. Judge Batts 
misunderstood. My statement was that 
I had one specific request. 

Q. Now just a moment ago you used 
the -term specific request. What you 
really mean is an application in writ
ing? 

A. One application in writing, speci
fying specifically the section number, 
block number and county, where they 
desired it to be placed on the market 
the first sale day. Judge Batts con
strued one request to be one tract. 
Wben Governor Moody and I were in 
conference in Dilley he asked me how 
many tracts were involved, how many 
sections were involved, and I answered 
that I didn't know; that I hadn't 
charged my memory with that, and I 
had no idea. "Well, name some num
ber?" "I can't do it Governor." "Well, 
about how many?" I answered: "I 
don't know whe'ther it is ten or forty. 
There may be more, and there may be 
less. Whatever there are will be placed 
on the market." He said: "Well, are 
there as many as twenty?" I answered: 
"Discuss it on that basis. if you will. 
It will do as well as any." And after 
that it was discussed on a basis of 
twenty sections, being 12,800 acres. 
Tha't is absolutely the conversation that 
occurred. 

Q. That was merely an estimate 

that was made for the purpose of desig
nating the tracts that had been ap
plied for in writing? 

A. It was not a particular estimate· 
of anything; simply a statement that 
I didn't know how many, but if he de
sired to do it we could discuss it on a 
basis of twenty sections, as twenty sec
tions would be as well as a hundred 
for a basis of discussion. 

Q. But, at any rate, it was your· 
contention there that yon would bow to. 
the opinion of the Attorney General, 
and that you would attempt to with
draw and attempt to postpone the sale 
of all lands absolutely except those for· 
which you had· a demand in writing; 
and that you would not withdraw or 
attempt to postpone those lands which 
you had advertised for which you had 
this demand in writing; wasn't that 
your position? 

A. Yes. Allow me to make this 
statement to get at it as a connected 
whole. It will better reflec't my atti
tude under the circumstances. vVhen 
Judge Batts came to me after tl1e 10th 
of November, after the list had been 
sent to the printer, at a time when the
Iist showed all of the million and a 
half acres advertised during the month 
of January, beginning on the second 
and ending the 31st day, he wanted 
me to withdraw or postpone until after 
the Leg-isl3!ture met. I expressed to 
him the appreciation of the attitude and 
feeling that the Regents had, and that 
I also had as a student of the Uni
versity. I was willing to co-operate 
with ~hem and do anything on earth I 
could within the limits of the law, and 
told him that I would, when I received· 
the list back from the printer for the 
purpose of reading the proof, move the 
dates of all the lands to go on the 
market after the second of ,January up 
to the sixteenth and from then on, ex
cept those for whicl1 I had specific re
quest, and a few other tracts in the
same blocks, as I didn't wish to chop 
them up. When the list came back 
from the printer, in reading the proof 
I went over them later to ascertain 
which sections I had specific requests. 
for, and left them in until the second 
of January, and a few others in the same 
blocks, and changed the dates on all 
the others so that none would go on 
before the sixteenth of January. I 
agreed with Judge Batts that if you 
can get a better law than what we 
have, or if you desire to repeal the 
present law when the Legislature meets, 
I will throw in with you and assist in 
the movement. 
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Q. All rig:1t, Mr. Robison, to get to 
this question I asked you. so as to boil 
it clown, we ha,·e goue over this, as I 
understand, coming up right to the last 
part of the contro\·en.;y. it was your 
deeision that you would attempt to post
pone, and did postpone, all lands ex
cept for whieh you Imel n cl,•mand in 
writing? 

A. Except tl1<· few traeb in the same 
blocks. 

Q. Bnt ultimately you ath'mpted to. 
withdraw those, C'XCl'pt jn~t a few edgl' 
sections to ruuud it out? 

A. That i' true. 
ll. In other wonls, you went with 

tlw1n and l1,1wL·d to them in everything 
on Part h except the question of post
poning these sections for which you had 
a SJ'L'cifil' or writtl'll dP1nand; that was 
all the ditfon'nC'e now, was:i't it 1 

,\. That is true. 
Q. The only difference on earth be

tween you aud the Governor. Kaw it 
has he~n lirought out in evidence here. 
l\Ir. Robison, that I have known you 
ever since I was a little hoy; that is. 
that vou have known me. Ohviouslv, 
the purpose of that is to show- · 

Mr. Allt>n: \\'e object to arguing this 
matter. Every question is leadi:ig. 

l\lr. Price: Verv well. I th ink that 
is apparent. Technically, I think you 
are correct. 

l\lr. Allen: I am correct. 
Q. Now it was mentioned here in 

testimony that you have known me ever 
since I was a boy. Now, Mr. Hobison, 
I ask you if, as Land Commissioner, 
if any other citizen in this Htate had 
done ·the thing I did under that letter, 
and made specific demands as I made 
in writing, under that lettl'r. would 
your action have been the same? 

A. It would ha,·e. 
Q. Why would it have been the same? 
A. Because the Jaw con'.rolled my 

artiou. Every Pitize11 must receive the 
full benefit• ~f the Jaw dealing with me 
in the Land Office, as I understand the 
law. 

Q. All right. Now then. l\Ir. Robi
son. following ~-our d<•cisio·1 to make 
that sale on the second of January, 
you were served with a writ of injunc
tion. were you not? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Before we get to that point, the 

Attorney General in this matter was 
insisting that you should withdraw all 
those lands, wasn't he! 

A. I can't say that the Attorney 
General was insisting on withdrawing 
the lands. He was in a conference in 
the Governor's office, at which time I 

was present, and Judge Batts, and Dr. 
Benedict of the University, and the 
Governor and myself. There the ques
tion came up, and I was asked, not
withstanding my views of the law, if I 
was willhg to submit the question to 
the Attorney General and abide by his 
decision. I told them I was willing to 
submit it to the Attorney General and 
abide by his legal opinion, after a care
ful investigation of the law, citing me 
authoriti<'s and showing me that I had 
power to <lo so. 

Q. And show you that you had 
power to do so? 

A. Yes, i:;ir. 
Q. Now then when that opinion 

ca ml:>.,..__ 
A. The Attorney General openly said 

that he would then give me an opinion 
that l had the power to do so. I turned 
to him in a private talk and called his 
attention to the fact that I had stated 
that it was his legal opi:1ion, after an 
investigation of the law, and said to 
him that there certainly must be more 
involved than you think, and told him 
•ome of the questions involved, and the 
Attorney General said to me: "I doubt 
myself you have the power to do it, 
but I would do it anyhow, because the 
Governor and the Regents want you to 
do it." 

Q. Now I want you to make that 
plain. If I understand you, the At
torney General of Texas told you that 
he had clouhts himself as to your 
power under the law to <lo what you 
were being asked to do, but he said 
he thought you ought to tlo it because 
the Governor and the Board of Regents 
want eel you to do it? 

A. He said that, and I answered: 
·'Claude. I don't know how to run the 
Land Office that way." 

Q. You mean by Claude, General 
Claude Pollard; 

A. Yes, sir, the Attorney General. 
Q. Kow, Mr. Robison, in your con

duct of that office you have endeavored, 
have you not, to track the law and to 
do what the law required you to do in 
Pach instance? 

A. I have in every instance followed 
what I believed to he the law. 

Q. Now then two or three times 
there have arisen differences between 
rou and the Attorney General on the 
me<ining of the law, has there not! 

A. K othing of serious consequence. 
Q. Regardless of the consequence, I 

didn't ask you about that; I just asked 
you whether or not there have arisen 
differences between you and the present 
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Attorney Genera.I and his department 
as to the meaning of the land law? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where y:ou have been diametri

cally opposed ln view. Ha.ve a.ny of 
those cases "ever been subsequently 
passed on by the Supreme Court? 

A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. Were you upheld, or was the At

torney General upheld? 
A. The Land Office wa.s upheld. 
Q. In at least two instances, wasn't 

it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In the validity of the relinquish

ment act a.nd a.lso in the validity of 
this lea.sing act? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right, how did the conference 

at Dilley wind up? As I understand, 
there were present there yourself, Mr. 
Paul Page, of the Attorney General's 
Department, Governor Moody, Mr. Claud 
Teer and probably several others. Was 
that all? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did it wind up? 
Mr. Allen: I think we ought to 

hea.r the proceedings as we go along. 
Mr. Price: Very well, from now on 

all our conferences will be through . the 
microphone. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, what finally 
happened there in the Dilley confer
ence! By using the words winding up 
I meant what happened toward the 
last? 

A. I can't hardly sta.te the conclu
sion of it and give you a proper view 
of it without giving you matters lead
ing up to it. 

Q. Well, very well. 
A. Governor Moody called me over 

the phone late Friday afternoon of 
Christmas week. I was at the Calla.
ban Ranch near Laredo. He asked me 
what I wanted to do about the Uni
versity' lands, about putting them on 
the market, and if I was going to 
follow the Attorney General's opinion. 
I told him I hadn't seen the Attorney 
General's opinion. He stated that he 
had it, and that he held that I ha.d 
power to withdraw the lands. I asked 

<!him if he cited a.ny . authorities, and 
he said he cited the Theisen case. He 
asked me when I was coming home, and 
lea.ming that I expected to leave the 
next morning he told me that he would 
meet me at Dilley a.t 7:30. 

However, going ha.ck to the original 
conversation over the phone, he told 
me that H I didn't withdraw the lands 
he would be forced to call the Legisla
ture together in special session, at 

e_normous cost, an~ would issue a. pub
lic statement placing the responsibility 
upon me, to which I answered: "Gov
ernor, you had better proceed. You 
haven't got much time. As to the re
sponsibility, I a.m not concerned in that 
a.t ·this time." 

He met me in Dilley the next morn
ing, and we went into conference and 
discussed the matter a.t considerable 
length. During the discussion he ex
patiated very learnedly upon the a.n
crient dignity of the Attorney General's 
Department, and the necessity a.nd im
portance of subordinates following the 
advice of that Department, a.nd that I 
should have done so. To which I a.11-
swered: "If I had done so, where 
would I be now?" I ha.d in mind events 
and other suits and rnsults. Then he 
branched out on a. criticism of the Su
preme Court's decision in the case 
where they had ruled against his con
tention. 

Finally he a.sked me if I was going 
to withdraw those lands, and I told 
him I was not; that the Attorney Gen
eral's opinion only went to one point, 
and that was that the power to pla.ce 
lands on the market implied the power 
to withdraw them, which was puerile; 
as much as to say that the Governor 
has power to sign a bill, a.nd that im
plies a power to revoke; or to grant a 
pardon, a.nd that implies the power to 
revoke it, or a. patent, a.nd that implies 
the power to revoke it. 

The Governor further told me that if 
I didn't withdraw a.11 those lands from 
the market he would have me investi
gated by .the Legislature and withdraw 
from me all official co-operation~ I 
said to him that he wa.s privileged to 
withdraw his official co-operation, and 
that an investigation by the Legisla
ture held no terrors for me; that I had 
done nothing wrong, and tha.t I was 
willing for the most powerful legisla
tive microscope to be turned upon every 
act I had ever done in an official ca
pacity. And I said: "But, please, sir, 
about what will you have me investi
gated?" And he said about the Fred 
Turner and Jack Scowden matter, and 
maybe others. 

In his message to the Legislature, 
he followed that up by asking this 
body to look into the Fred Turner and 
the Jack Scowden matter; and I never 
could get the investigating committee 
to go into it. 

Q. In other words, the investigating 
committee laid off of this subject T 

A. I tried to get them to let me 
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bri11tr mv records before the committee, 
and "the~· declined to do it. 

Q. Kow about this mattt'r about 
these checks and records pnl in the 
1·ecord oYer there in your otlice, han· 
you at any tinw in this proeeedi11g 
endeavored to do awav with anv eheck 
or any reeord what~op~·rr in vnu~· ollice? 

A. • PositiYeh· llO!lt' what.:1·pr, but I 
lull"e laid before the formPr committee 
Hl'rvthiu« that t111·1· PHI' <'ailed for 
that' WC rl'ollhl ptbS.i\ily find. l have 
hatl nothing tn rest.•ryc or s.rcrrte fro1n 
tlu.•111 or thi~ llollSl'. 

Q. ::\011· th<'ll b that all that you 
waufrt! lo ""'" ahout the final happen
ings nt Dilley"1 

A. Yt'l:'. ~ir. 
(~. X o·,· following that, on the first 

day of .January, you wen' served with 
a ;,Tit of iuju.ul'don, weren't you? 

A. Yes, 8ir. 
Q. Out of the distri..t court of 

T1aris c1n111ty, whirh in terms re· 
strai1ll'1l ynn f·r01n opcni11g any bids on 
Janti:uy :! antl from going ahead with 
that sale, isn't that true? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was i,;sued out of the dis

trict eon rt of TraYis eountv? 
A. c\n<l without notke to me. 
(~. :\~ow at tlw tin1e that was issuPd 

you \H'l't' in the city, weren't you? 
A. I was in the Lane] Office. y<•s. sir. 
Q. Yon wNe not acl'orded any hear

ing at that timr; that was an ex pa rte 
de<'ree or order? 

A. Let m<' state ht•rP that I was in 
the Lan<\ Offi<'e until auout 11 o'eloek. 
I was ahst'nt about thirty minn'.es. The 
district judge to whom that was pre
sented told me s11bsec111entl~· that hr 
phoned to the office and asked if I was 
there, and no answt•r l'a tnC'. 

ll!r. Allen: \\"e ohjecl. \\"hl'll I start 
to ohject, kindly show mr· the courtPRY 
to wait a moment until the Chair rules. 

l\Ir. l'ri<"e: That is immaterial. 
Q. At any rate. J\Ir. Hobisoil, you 

obeyed that injunction, did you, not
withstanding that~ 

A. Yes, I understood the injunc
tion and I ohey<'d it. 

Q. When January 2 rame you didn't 
open these bids for January 21 

A. I ope11ed thret• eoutainPTS which 
had tlw seetions of the land marked on 
them, an<) they were not specifiPd, as I 
un<lersl<10<l the injunction in that writ 
of prohibition. 

Q. That doesn't enter into the mat
ter, I believe, 1\lr. Rohison. Then• is 
no contest over that. Now, Mr. Robi
son, subsequent to that time Mr. E. F. 

-:mith was retained by you to help 
yon in that litigation, was he not? 

A. No, sir; he volunteered, and I 
aeeqite.·l his services. 

Q. Any way, he became your attorney 
in that matter? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he had represented you many 

timt•s before and conferred with you 
when he was Assistant Attorney Gen
l'ral, hadn't he? 

A. Yes, sir, that is correet. 
Q. l\lr. E. F. Smith, the attorney 

that was representing you there and is 
repn·~enting you here, was an Assistant 
Attornev GPneral under General Cure
ton, and also firsl assistant under \V. 
A. Keeling, wasn't he? 

A. I don't know his offieial relations 
in that d<'partment, ''"'"'Pt I know he 
had <'harge of land matter< unrler one 
of th<' adininistrations, probably that of 
.Judo-,, Cureton. 
Q~ Xow su!>sequently this injunction 

proceeding was tried on its merits, 
was it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(). And Gibson and Johnson and 

others, ( 'amphell and Brown, of Fort 
\Yort.h, inten·ened in that suit? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And to go 01·er the matter hur

ril'<ll~·, Judge J. D. l\loore heard that 
ease? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And dissolved the injunction 

whir-h restrained you from making sales 
of the lands on J~nuary 2? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, subsequent to that time were 

the bids opened of ,January 2? 
A. Yes, sir; by agreement of counsel 

and the court and so on. . 
Q. Have you in your pocket now t~e 

amount" of money that you had paid 
there on these bids? 

A. Ye5, sir. 
Q. I wish you would get it out. Just 

rea'1 it. That is a compilation made by 
1·ou and the chief clerk from bids sub
.mittcd? 

A. Yes, sir. 
:\Ir. Freeman: Are you offering that 

li,;t in evidence 1 
l\lr. Price: Yes, in evidence. 
A. (Continuing.) There were eighty

fonr tracts whirh I didn't attempt to 
withdraw from the market. The highest 
bidders on those eighty-four tracts of
fered a bonus of $1,134,267 .20. 

Q. Mr. Robison, that is the bonus 
onr and above tlie contract to pay the 
State one-eighth of the oil and also the 
rentals 1 
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A. No, not the rentals. This prob
ably includes the total amount, too, 
which includes the ten cents an acre. 

Q. But that does not include the 
~wentv-five and fiftv cents? 

A. · It does not. · 
Q. lt includes rental for the first 

year, but that is over and aborn the sec
ond, third, fourth and fifth year rentals, 
and over and above the royalty that 
would go to the University of one-eighth 
of tJie oil produced 1 

A. Yes, sir. Those bids could have 
been accepted and that amount of money 
would be in the treasury to the credit of 
the University to be invested in bonds. 

Q. That would be true, whether there 
was any oil discornred on these tracts or 
not, wouldn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And there never has, up to this 

time, been any ·oil discovered on those 
tracts, isn't that true? 

A. Yes, sir; as far as I know. 
Q. Go on down to the· next eighty

four tracts. 
A. Then, in response to the Attorney 

General's opinion-I will have to make a 
statement here that the membership can 
understand what I mean by witl1drawn 
lands. After the opinion of the Attor
ney General was received there was 
found to be eighty-five tracts for which 
there had been no specific request, and 
the Supreme Court has not passed on 
the question a.s to whether or not it was 
mandatory for me to sell those lands, 
and therefore in deference to the A ttor
ney General'"' opinion I attempted to 
withdraw those eighty-five tracts. Those 
eighty-fin tracts had been ad\·ertised to 
go on the market the second of January. 
For them -the highest bidder offered 
$2,412,142.26. 

ll!r. Price: Mr. Speaker, will you get 
us a little bit better order 1 

The Speaker: Ladies and gentlemen, 
the committee will pleas.e be in order. 
I have been observing for some time TI1at 
the noise gets a little louder and a little 
louder. Those who don't care to listen 
to the proceedings, please don't make 
noise and disturb the others. Several 
are trying their best to hear the testi
mony and you ce:flainly owe them the 
courtesy not to disturb them and pre
vent their hearing. 

Q. Mr. Robison, take tho.e two groups 
together, eighty-four and eighty-five, 
that makes 169 tracts which had been 
advertised for January 2, on which you 
received bonus bids of a total of how 
many dollars! 

A. $3,546,409.46. 

Q. Tl1at in addition to the royalty 
of one-eighth and the rental for the sec
ond, third, fourth and fifth years! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As I understand that, under the 

law, that sum of money, if the sales 
had been consummated, would now be in 
the permanent Vnh'ersity fund, whether 
there is any oil on that land or not 1 

A. That is true. 
Q. And if oil had at any time been 

di>co,·erecl, or if it is discovered, in ad
dition to that thre2 mi!.Jion and some
thing dollars. the Univ~sity wonld get 
delivered to it one-eighth of the oil pro· 
duccd. or the equi,·alent thereof in cash, 
•It the prevailing market prices of crude 
oil, is that right 1 

A. Yes, sir. The total amount of 
money in form of c·hecks and cash re
l'eh°ed in the Laud Ofike on bids of the 
169 tracts amounted to $5,101,868.12. 

Q. Now I will ask yon, Mr. Robison, 
about what per cent of the fractional 
part of the entire Unh'ersity lands would 
this IG9 sections be! It has been stated 
that they were going to prevent a 
dumping of all of them on the market. 
I want to know what fractional part, 
estimated. would 169 sections he to the 
entire ri;inrsitv lands 1 

A. There ar'e approximately three 
thousand tracts of University land, sec
tions of Unh·ersity land. 

Q. Three thousand tracts, so that 
\\'OUld he j(j913000? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Or making it 170, it would be 

17 /300, in round figures, of the land; 
isn't that true1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Reducing that further, and using 

the figure J.5 instead of 17, that would 
make something like 1/20, or in the 
neighborhood of 1/18 or 1/20 of this 
land that tl1<· l1ninrsit:v would have got 
that money for; im't that true? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. No\v, Mr. Robison, upon this 

hearing, after Judge Moore had handed 
down his decision, who was it that ap
pealed from this decision dissolving this 
injunction that prevented the sale of 
those leases ? 

A. The Attorney General, on behalf 
of the State. 

Q. - If I understand you, the bringing 
of that suit by the Attorney General, 
through ~fr. Trueheart, has been the 
means of preventing these sums of 
money from going into the University 
fund, is that correct! You were ready 
to make the sale of those? · 

A. Had the suit not been filed and 
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no legislation enacted, those bids wo11ld 
have - been accepted. and the $3,5~ G.-
409-46 would have been going into the 
trea~urv. 

Q. You mean by that. had no retrn
active legislation been cnaded seeking 
to strike down those sale's 011 that clatl'? 
The Legislature coul<l have rq•ealecl the 
law, h11t those other bids it wo11ld not 
have affel'ted? 

A. Yes; on reflection. tlw Legisla
ture had no heari11g on this. It was the 
suit. 

Q_ Diel yo11 yourself fight or make 
any protest against the repeal by the 
Legislature of that aet? 

A. 011 tllP <"ontran, under the con
ditions that ,.,i,ted. i'enco11ragcd its re
peal when appro11..J1cll h~· mPmhers of the 
LeQ·islatnre on tlie s11b.ie<"L 

Q. No block> were thrown in the way 
of it, !-O far as You Wl'l"~ r·onr·ernrd? 

A_ None wh~tcYer. 
Q. But did ~·011 understand, or did 

you know that I, for nne. protested the 
relroa<"th·e features of that hill as ap
plied to those things already done in the 
past, and that was all? 

A. I also drew the attrntion of the 
Senate land committee to the same fea· 
turc. 

Q. Rut ~-011 your•clf personally didn't 
object to that, yon raised no objeetion 
enn abo11t that fpat11re, but vo11 let the 
Legislature dQ what it wan'tecl to do, 
without any a<lvi('e from you; i:-m't that 
true? 

A. Except to the extent that I drew 
the attention of the land committee in 
the Senate to the faC"t that that might 
in iurl' th" Ynliclitv of thP law. 

·Q. That it might invalidate the law? 
A. Yes, sir. And after that the~' put 

in a saving clau•e that if one section 
>hould he held im·alill it should not 
affect the remainder. 

Q. Now the law that was passed after 
the r 0 peal of the leasing aet of l!l2ii, 
the law that was passed in lieu thereof, 
places the sale of the'e lands with the 
Board of Regents, with your advice and 
consent. irn't that it? 

A. I wouldn't put it exactly that 
way. hut it creates a board to be com· 
pos~d of two Regents named by the 
Board cif Regents and the Land Commis· 
sioner jointly. That law has some kinks 
in it that ought to be straightened out 
at this session. 

Mr. Allen: We object to that. 
!\fr. Price: All right. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, in your con

struction of this one cent per acre fund 
that is connected with the reappraisal 

art, I will ask von whether you as Com
missioner construed that fund to he a 
private fund or public fund? 

)[r. Allen: We object. He has been 
over it and the witness has answered 
tim• and again that he construed it as 
being a private fund. 

!l!r. Price: I don't think he brought 
it out, not strongly. 

!\fr. Allen: Withdraw the objection 
to that particular question, and if you 
go further I will renew it. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, 110w did you 
construe that fund, as being 8tate money 
or public fund, or private fund? 

A. llntil the work had been com
pleted it was a fund belonging to the 
land owners, to be expended by me for 
the expense of reapprai•ing the land. 
When the work had been completed what 
remained was a private fund belonging 
to those land owners who paid it to the 
Land Offi<"e, and should be returned te> 
them under the terms of the statute. 

Q. That is to sny, that one <'ent an 
acre. as vou construed it. should first 
stand for the expenses of reappraisement, 
and then the balance, if any. should go 
bark to the land owners of West Texas 
who had rontrihuted it in the first 
place? 

A. Go back to the land owners, 
whether t hev were in East Texa.s or 
West Texas: 

Q. Yes, a few of them were scattered 
owr the State? 

A. Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Iowa and evervwhere else. 

Q. Senra 1 'of those owners were out
side of the State, were they? 

A. Th~v were. 
Q. ?lfr.'Hobison, we can't go into all 

of these cherks that hove heen intro
clurecl. To do so and take them seri
atim wou\<l take the rest of the sum
mer; or to go into all these little gifts 
that some of the land owners forwarded 
bark to vou would consume unreasonable 
and unn~~eseary time. 

Mr. Allen: We object to the argu
ment at this time, if the court please. 

:Mr. Price: It is a proper statement. 
Judge Sinks: It is just a predicate, 

if T understand. 
Mr. Price: Judge Sinks, some of the 

members are getting tired, and my idea 
was to try to comply with the wishes of 
the members. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robi•on, T want to ask 
you this question: You have been in 
the Lnncl Office for something like a 
quarter' of a century, haven't you I 

A. 'fore thnn a third of a century. 
Q. More than a third of e. century? 
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A. Yee, sir. 
Q. I want to ask you, Mr. Robison, 

whether at any time, up to this hour, 
II o't'lock on this date. has am· .. ift 
that has been given to you affect~d ~ny 
of your official decisions,-that is to 
say, if you have granted any fa.·ors to 
any person whatsoe\'er on account of anv 
gifts made to you by any person what· 
soever? 

A. I have not. But I hne declined 
when I questioned the source. 

Q. How is that? 
A. I have not received any gift that 

inftuenced my action in arl\·thing, hut I 
have declined all offers when I felt a 
question of a motive of the source. 

Q. I see. If you thought the gift 
came really out of the heart of a man. 
without any strings to it to influence 
your official action, you would take it? 

A. Yes, sir, I have taken it. 
Q. But if you felt that there was a 

moth-e behind it to influence you, you 
wouldn't take it f 

A. That is true. 
Q. I ask you, Mr. Robison-you have 

been before the public eye here in Texas 
for over thirty years-I will ask vou 
if it has not been rather customary· for 
public officials, from the Governor on 
down, to accept liitlc gifts from 
friends-

Judge Freeman: We object to that, 
if Your Honor please. as a transaction 
between other and different parties, to 
which he was not a party and could 
not be influenced, therefore it is ir
relevant and immaterial. 

Senator Price: Some of the members 
there say they want to know that. Your 
Honor, and we submit that it is admis· 
sible as going to the criminal intent. 
The fact that here in this State-we do 
know that is true, that simply since tbis 
State began, that some of the greatest 
statesmen and the greatest Governors we 
ha\"e had in this State have taken gifts 
from their friends, and no question was 
raised about it, that that has been rather 
customary; and, certainly. this hein;I " 
criminal proce<'ding. we ought to be heard 
to testify that that has been rather cue· 
tomary-not for all of them, we don't 
say that, but some of them-without go
ing into any particulars as t-0 what 
gifts, and without trying to charge any 
of the officers with any crime, but just 
merely as predicating a customary 
thing; and going to the intent as to 
whether there is any criminal culpabil· 
ity, any moral turpitude involved in Mr. 
Robison'& taking these little gifts. • 

Kr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, they 
atatecl a few days ago, when Judge Hunt 

was on. the. witness stand, they sought 
to do 1dentwally the •ame thing. We 
made the objection then, it was talked 
and disrussed at that time, nnd you 
very properly sustained our objedion 
then, as I 1 ... lie,·e you will now. 

Senator Pric•1>: It wasn't the de· 
fendant. 

lllr. Allen: Xo. it wasn't the defend· 
ant, but the testimony would be no 
more rele\·ant coming from him than it 
would coming from any other source. 
AnJ why? It d<wm't make any differ
ence what any other public officer of 
this State, or any other State. may 
ba\'e done at any time, it would throw 
no light on these transactions. This 
man ought to be tried by what be did, 
by the circumstanres surrounding him, 
by the matters as they appeared reason· 
able to 11im at the time, and his conduct 
ought not to be judged or tested by the 
ronduct of any other man. Why, if my 
friend, Senator Price, steals a horse, 
there would be no justifiration on earth 
for my stealing one-and though it be 
an exaggerated illustration, I am show
ing you that the conduct of one man 
cannot shed any light on the conduct of 
another, but in every instance the man's 
conduct must stand absolutely on the 
merits, in the light of the facts and cir
cumstances surrounding him; and there 
is no rule of evidence under the sun 
that would justify the submission of this 
testimony, and we submit it is an illegal 
method of getting before the House com
mittee. here things that are not admis
sible under any rule of evidence and 
things that can shed no light on the 
transaction. 

Judge Sinks: I sustain the objection. 
I don't think it is relevant. 

Senator Price: We except. (Laugh· 
ter). Judge, will you gh·e us a bill of 
exceptions f 

Mr. Hines of Cass: Mr. Chairman, 
the members of the Legislature are not 
satisfied with the ruling on that, and I 
make a motion that we may appeal from 
the ruling of the Court to this House
'Ye want t-0 know. 

The Speaker: Is the motion sec
onded T 

Senator Price: I don't believe the 
members understand the question, Mr. 
Speaker. 

l\fr. Purl: What was the ruling of 
the Judge? 

The Speaker: I will ask Judge Sinks 
to state the ruling, please. 

A Member: Ask the question, and 
then you rule. 

The Speaker: All right. If I go 
wrong on this, counsel will please cor-
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rect me. Senator Price, of counsel for 
Mr. Robison, asked a question as to 
whether there had been precedents or 
had bee::i done in the past that 
public officials had been i·ecipients of 
gifts from their friends. Counsel for 
the House of Representatives objected. 
The objection was sustained. Is that 
correct? 

Senator Price: . Yes, sir. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Cass now appeals from the ruling of 
Judge Sinks in sustaining the objec
tion. Is the appeal seconded? 

A :Member: "Ayes" and "Noes." 
The Speaker: Wait a minute. Is 

the appeal seconded? 
(In response to the inquiry of the 

Speaker, hands were raised.} 
The Speaker: The appeal is sec

onded. 
Mr. Purl: Point of order, Mr. 

Speaker. 
The Speaker: What is the point of 

-0rder? 
Mr. Purl: Ought not that to be in 

writing? 
The Speaker: Not unless the pro

c~dure. we adopted-for the Journal pos
sibly it would be preferable. Will you 
put that in writing, Mr. Hines, please? 

Mr. Hines: Do you want that motion 
written out? 

The Speaker: Yes, you just write it 
-0ut. 

Mr. Moses: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: Mr. Moses. 
Mr. Moses: Now, Mr. Chairman, 

ladies and gentlemen of the House: 
The respondent in this case is on trial 
in a criminal proceeding, and you cannot 
esc~p.e from it to save your life; the 
decisions are numerous that impeach
ment trials are criminal trials. 

A Member: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 

The Speaker: 
The Member: 

decision of the 
ment? 

Point of order 1 
Is the appeal from the 

Chair subject to argu-

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Moses: I will not delay you but 

a little while. 
Mr. Forbes of Parker: Subject to ar

gument by counsel instead of the 
House. 

The Speaker: Yes, sir, by either 
-0ne,-that is, when you get to .the last 
analysis, it may be argued by counsel 
or by members of the House, we have 
no rules to prevent it-the procedure 
we adopted did not. It stated tlie ap· 
peal need only be seconded by fifteen 
members, I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Hines: Mr. Speaker, point of 
information 1 

The Speaker: State your inquiry. 
Mr. Hines: Didn't the Speaker rul!! 

from the chair after the adjournment 
of this committee that the Rules of the 
House should govern this committee? 

The Speaker: Yes, sir, but it was 
stated in so far as the rules of .pro
cedure govern. 

Mr. Hines: I am not objecting to 
this, I just want ,to keep the record 
straight, that is all. 

The Speaker: You remember, we 
adopted the procedure of .the House. 
That happe::is to be in conflict with the 
House procedure on the question of ap
peal. 

Mr. Hines: That is all right. 
Mr. Moses: Now, it is not our pur

pose to cast any reflections upon any 
public officer. I was a public officer 
fo;- nineteen consecutive years. I ex
pect during the time I was district at
torney I received a half dozen hats and 
probably four or five suits of clothes 
from friends of mine who imagined 
they liked the manner in which I con
ducted some criminal trials while I was 
district attorney. We have n<> desire 
to cast even the finger of suspicion at 
anybody. Counsel on the other side 
of the table say this is a heinous crime. 
Now, y<>u are the jurors to pass on it. 
I don't think it i·s. You may not agree 
with our contention, you may not 
agree with the contention of counsel. 
But it is nc>toric>usly true that not only 
in Texas, but in other States of the 
Union, gifts have been made through all 
the ages, and no complaints were made 
about it and the finger of suspicion was 
not pointed at thc>se· distinguished gen
tlemen who received them. The Chief 
Justice of the Supreme .. C.ourt of the 
United States is now receiving $10,000.00 
a year as a gratuity-William Howard 
Taft-and a more dis_tinguished and a 
:nore upright citizen, and a more pa
triotic President, in my opinion, never 
lived. 

Mr. Petsch: Mr. Chairman, point of 
inquiry. 

The Speaker: State your poi'1t of 
inquiry. 

Mr. Petsch: We understand tbat 
Judge Moses is making an argument on 
the legality of the decision of Judge 
Sinks. Is that right! 

The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Petsch: Now, then, I just want 

to ask whether or not a recitation of the 
various gifts which bave been received 
by \'arious public officers throughout the 
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United States would be germane to the 
argument on the decision expressed by 
Judge Sinks, as to the law? 

The Speaker: Let's see-what was 
your request? 

Mr. Petsch: I am just inquiring 
whether that line of argument would 
have any character of bearing upon the 
question of law involved in the appeal 
from Judge Sinks' decision or ruling? 

The Speaker: Well, Mr. Petseh, that 
is, of course, for the House to answer. 
The appeal was duly seconded, accord
ing to the procedure adopted by the 
House and by the Committee of the 
Whole House, and it will be left to 
them, as soon as counsel appeal; the 
only question in the Chair's mind is 
how far this argument in respect to the 
appeal shall be allowed to go. 

Mr. Moses: I would have been 
through if Mr. Petsch had not inter
rupted me. If the House doesn't want 
to hear me, I will not burden the House. 
I don't want to annoy my good friend, 
Albert Petsch, with anything I might 
say-and he is my friend, and was one 
of my constituents. Now, you are the 
jurors to determine whether or not the 
ruling of Judge Sinks shall be upheld. 
Now, I am not going to take up any 
more of your time, but will be content 
to rest with what I have already said. 
And vote as your conscience dictates. 

Mr. Allen: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: Mr. Allen. 
Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, and gen

tlemen of the committee: In order that 
you may know what you are passing on, 
I want to state that counsel for the re
spondent has asked this witness to state 
whether or not he has known in the past 
of gifts and gratuities being received by 
other officers of this State and of this 
Nation. To that interrogatory I ob
jected, and Judge Sinks, and after hear
ing the matter, very promptly-and I will 
show and contend, very promptly-sus
tained my objection to the question. In 
the first place, there is not a lawyer in 
this body who knows the A B C's of 
law, who does not know and who won't 
agree with me, that there is absolutely 
no preced~nt under the sun to sustain 
the contention made by counsel for re
spondent in asking and contending for 
the right to ask this question. Of course, 
there are members of this committee who 
are not, probably, conversant with the 
law, but I am sure they are intelligent, 
and any candid, frank, honest attorney 
among them will advise them that my 
statement regarding that matter is un
questionably and is absolutely correct. 

Mr. Hines: Mr. Chairman, I with
draw that appeal. Let it go. 

The Speaker: The appeal is with
drawr~. You won't have the privilege of 
speaking, Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Allen: All right. I am glad of it, 
I am very glad of it. 

The Speaker: All right. Let us pro
ceed. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, I believe I 
asked you about all of these gifts, and 
I believe you answered that at no time 
had any gifts influenced any of your 
official actions or decisions. Now, with 
reference to the refund checks-I under
stand you to say that there. are about 
three mills of each one cent of that fund 
left; and that you sent that back to 
the several contributors of that fund, 
and that they have sent back to you
a number of them have sent back these 
checks. Now, were these checks sent 
back after you had made the reappraise
ment and exercised your judgment, or 
before? · 

A. I commenced the reappraisement 
the first of August, 1925; I began to 
return the three mills per acre the first 
of September, 1928, more than three 
years thereafter; and after the checks 
were i·eturned, they began. to be sent 
back to me; in other words, all of the 
reappraisement had been completed very 
near to three years-that is, from six 
months to three years before the checks 
began to come back to me. 

Q. That is, none of these gifts came 
into your hands until from three years 
to six months after you had exercised 
your discretion and decision as a public 
officer in reappraising these lands? 

A. That is true. 
Q. Now, then, I will ask you another 

general question about these checks
those in the bill of particulars which 
gave us notice of the parties to whom 
they were given we have gone into. 
Now, there are other checks· that have 
been in traduced payable to "cash," the 
name of the party directly receiving the 
check not being given. Now, I am go· 
ing to ask you in a general way, have 
you as Land Commissioner ever appro
priated to your own private use any of 
these funds of this one cent per acre 
fund? 

A. Not a cent in excess of the 
amount that I have placed in that fund 
out of my own private account.· 

Q. I believe in the testimony offered 
by Mr. Allen-that is, your testimony 
before the investigating committee-you , 
testified that you paid thirty-two hun-
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dred and something odd dollars into 
that fund, which money you received 
from the sale of sheep, I believe, or 
goats, up North? 

A. In the fall of 1927, I bought some 
lambs, fed them out, sold them on the 
Fort Worth market, received a check 
for $3218.86, brought it to Austin, de· 
posited it in the J. T. Robison, Special, 
account in the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany. 

Q. Have you that check which evi· 
dences that money? 

A. I received it this week from 
Evans, Snyder, Buell Company-Com
mission Company in Fort Worth. 

Q. Let me have it, please. This ap
pears to be a check for $3218.86, pay
able to the order of J. T. Robison. 
signed by Evans-Snider-Buell Company 
of Texas, per J. T. IIansman, drawn on 

the First National Bank of Fort Worth. 
There appears to be attached to this 
check a statement. What do you call 
this-account sale? 

A. Account sale. 
Q. Account sale, which totals up 

$3218.86. Now, that represents the sale 
of those lambs, does it-the proceeds? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Senator Price: We will offer that in 

evidence, 
Mr. Allen: No objection to it. 
Senator Price: That is all in the in

vestigation testimony. We offer both 
the check and the account sales. 

Mr. Allen: No objection to either. 
(The account sales offered in evidence 

by counsel for respondent was marked 
for identification, by the Reporter, "Ex
hibit 76," and is as follows) : 

EVANS-SNIDER-BUEJ, CO. OF TEXAS. 

Live Stock Commission Agent. 

(In the left upp<•r corner list of directors and emblem.) 
(In the upper right-hand corner list of places where company is represented, 

also list of cattle salesmen.) 
Fort \Vorth Stork Yards, Mar. 5th, 1928. 

No. --- Account Sales of Cattle, -- Calves, -- Hogs, 299 Sheep. 
Sold for account of J. T. Robison. 

P. 0. Address-Same. 
Purchaser Cattle Hogs Sheep 

149 
150 

Weight 
11490 
11355 

Shipped from Austin, 
Price Amount 

Clay 14.65 1683.28 
14.65 1663.50 

No. Cars 
1 

Weights 
24500 

Rate 
23 

299 22845 

Amount 
63.79 

Freight and back charges. . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
Yardage . . . . . ................................. . 
Hay 12 bales ................................... -
Corn 6 bushels alfalfa hay ....................... . 
Inspection . . ........................... . 

Commission (Copy). 

63.70 
23.92 
12.00 

7.50 
.50 
.30 107.92 

20.00 

Texas. 
Total 

3346.78 

127.92 

Net proceeds $3,218.86 
Ch J. T. Robison. 
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FORT WORTH STOCK YARDS CO. 

Shipping Ticket. 

MK&T R.R. Date Mar 5th 1929 

From J. T. Robison, 
Austin, Texas. 

To J. T. Rubison, 
c/o Jno. Clay & Company, 

Stockyarda, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Bedding 
Feed 
Loading 
Dipping 
Tying bulls 
Partitions 

Car Length 
Bedding 
Kind 
O.K'd by 
Federal Inspector 
Loaded by 

Time <.:hute 

381 

This space for 
stockyards Co. only 

Block 
1 

Pen Stock Head 
728 sheep 149 
730 sheep 150 

Received in R. R. Shipped in 

2 
6 On thru billing 

Car No. Initial 
46389 K 
46833 K 

40 ft Cars Double Deck 
Keep the decks separate 

Bedding Car. No. Initial 

Evans-Snider-Buel Com. Co. 

------Foo~ 
Railroad Agent only 

Cars Ordered 

Yes 

~o. 

Released to 36 hours. 
Ordinary Live Stock 
Health paper attached 

We certify that these are the 
same ---- that arrived on above 
billing. 

(Stamp of MKT of Tex. 
(Mar. 5 1928 

(The check identified by the witness attached to the foregoing account sales 
.was marked for identification by the reporter "Exhibit 77," and is as follows): 

.(Emblem) EVANS-SNIDER-BUEL CO. General Office 
of Texas. Stock Yards, 

Live Stock Commission Agent. Fort Worth, Texas. 
Fort Worth, Texas, Mar. 5, 1928. No. 42528 

.Pay to the order of J. T. Robison .................................. $3218.86 
Exactly 

-Thirty-Two Hundred Eighteen Dollars Eighty Six Cents Dolla.rs 
EVANS-SNIDER-BUEL CO. OF TEXAS. 

Per J. T. Hansman. 

37-1 
"To First National Bank, 

Fort Worth, Texas 
(Stamped on Face): "N. P. 32-62." 
(Endorsed on back, in pencil): J. T. Robison . 

.(Stamps .of. two banks on back, and check perforated.) 
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Senator Price: \Ve desire at this 
time to offer in evidence sheet No. 5, it 
being a photostatic copy of sheet No. 
5 of bank statement prepared hy Texas 
Bank & Trust Company. \Ye want par· 
ticularlv that line down in the rorner 
of the· sheet, which shows under the 
heading "D1•po~it;;," that nn lllard1 6th. 
1928, there was 1h•positrd the sum of 
$3218.SG in said lll'Cuunt. 

lllr. Allen: That is already in ed· 
dence, we read it la;;t week, and it has 
been printed in the .Journal.· 

Rena tor Pril'e: \"ery well. 
• Tudg-c Fn·enrnn: Head that, Senator, 

the date of the item. 
Senator Price: l\Iarch G, 1928. 
Q. Xow, :'\Ir. Robison, with reference 

to these gifts, who inaugurated or who 
<·ommenccd the agitation or the plan of 
returning these checks to you, these lit· 
tlr refund checks? 

A. From testimony given hy .Judge 
J. C. Hunter. of Abilene, formerly of 
\"an Horn, I understood it was he. 

ll!r. Alkn: Well, we object to that. 
Judge Hunter's testimony speaks fur it· 
self, without the repetition of the wit· 
ness. 

Senator Price: Yes, I think so-I 
think so. 

Q. \\"hat I wanted to know, Mr. 
Robison. did any one of these people, 
any of these land owners that you know 
about personall~·. ever suggest that and 
bring it up themselves, within your 
knowledge1 

A. In this way: \\'hen they ascer· 
tained, learned, there would probably 
be some of that fund coming back: to 
them, as I would meet them or they 
had occasion, they would state to me 
that thev didn't want it back, wanted 
me to keep it, and in every instance I 
told them no, it would be their money 
and I \rnuld return it to them. Later 
on, I began to receive petitions, among 
other things, telling me to keep it; if 
I sent it ha<"k to them thcv wouldn't 
han it. But when the work had been 
completed and I had ascertained the 
amount to be returned, as soon as I 
could I began to write checks, and did 
write checks, and sent them hack to 
every one of them. Some of those 
che<·ks were endorsed and returned to 
me--

Q. Now, to take up-
A. -the checks amounted to from 

sixty. cents up to a few substantial 
sums. 

Q. Now, to take up specifically those 
that han been emphasized here, I no
tice that there is one charge with 

reference to a gift from Mr. West. Do 
you know Mr. West? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did he live? 
A. Houston. 
Q. As I understand it, he gave you 

a tract of land-
A. Wait. If the man you inquire 

ahout-I meant to say Mr. West lived 
in San Antonio instead of Houston. 

CJ. The \\'est that I am talking 
about is the man who gave you a little 
tract of larul down there in-what 
county was it? 

A. Live Oak county . 
Q. In Live Oak county. Now, I will 

get you to explain to this House how 
that came about-how long had you had 
dealings with Mr. West, what led up to 
it.etc.? 

A. l\Ir. West, according to general 
information coming to me, had a ranch 
of some sixty-five or seventy-five thou
sand acres in Live Oak county, and con
cluded to cut it up into farms and sell 
it, rather than to continue to run live 
stoek on it. Mr. \Vest's necessities were 
such that when he began to do that he 
had to get field notes from the Land 
Oflh·e, working sketches there, sur
veyors, etc. 

Q. \Yhen was that that he-
A. I don't know. 
Q. Well, wait just a minute. \Vas 

that work that he had, or that informa· 
tion that he had to get in the Land 
Office, after this gift of eighty acres or 
before it? 

A. The time he began to cut up these 
lands and make these demands on the 
Land Office, according to my best recol· 
lection, was some ten or twelve years 
ago. 

Q. Well, what was the date of the 
gift? 

.A. The deed was .dated December 24, 
1925. 

Q. Well, if that is true, the connec
tions with your office-that is, when he 
had dealings in your office, that was 
several years prior to the time of this 
gift in 1925? 

A. It was. 
Q. Well, as to the last, regardless of 

exact time, I understand you to say that 
you know that it was before and not 
after 1 

A. Several years before. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, what kind of 

matters were those matters that Mr. 
West had in the Lar.d Office-were they 
important and involved important de· 
cisions or interest, or were they merely 
clerical-or original work? 

.A. It consisted (axgely of asking, re-
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questing, information in the form of 
field notes, copies of field notes, working 
sketches compiled by the draftsman from 
the data in the Land Office, to the end 
that he might have the land surveyed. 

Q. Well, could anybody on earth get 
that sort of information if they applied 
for it in the regular course of business? 

A. Anyone could. 
Q. I will ask you if there was any 

special favor or personal favor to West 
in your Department doing what it did? 

A. None whatever. He could compel 
me to give the service. 

Q. By manda.mus? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, did you attend that routine 

work personally, or was it done by sub
ordinate clerks? 

A. Mr. West would call me over the 
phone. I would take the orders and 
turn them over to the proper department 
in the office for attention. It would be 
filled and go out without any further 
knowledge on my part. 

Q. All that you would do would be 
to bring the matter to the attention of 
your subordinates, and they attended to 
it without any further decision on your 
part? 

A. That is true. 
Q. Did any of that work require you 

to exercise-did any of that work com
mand or demand any decisions involving 
discretion on your part? 

Mr. Allen: We object. He has been 
over that; he sa·id it didn't-it was 
purely clerical matters, he said. 

Mr. Smith: Well, we would like to 
have an answer. 

'Senator Price: I want to make full. 
He has answered it briefly. 

Q. Did tha;t work, anything that you 
did there, your Department, call for any 
decision on your part in regard to those 
things? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Or was it ministerial? 
A. Purely ministerial, clerical work. 
Q. Now, then, after you received that 

gift, did Mr. West at any time there
after call on you for any favors of any 
kind? 

A. He never did. He died in March-
• in February, after he executed the deed, 

on the 24th of December. 
Q. I see. Now, just iii a brief way, 

Mr. Robison, give the history of that 
gift, how it. occurred, and your going to 
San Antonio, etc. 

A. Well, Mr. West would call me. 
over the phone, he would practically 
every time insist that I come to see him; 
when he was ordering the surveys from 
the Department I had never seen him. 

Passing down the street on one occasion 
in San Antonio I inquired whose nice 
stone residence that wa!\ down in the 
heart of the city. . They said George 
West's. Then I stepped in Mr. 'West's 
home and talked to him about twenty 
or thirty minutes. That was the only 
time I ever saw him until when I was 
in the hospital in San Antonio, his 
1\'ife came one day with a barrel of 
flowers, he came the .next day and spent 
an hour with me, and on that occasion 
talked about matters in general, the 
great service I had i·endered the people 
of Texas. On October 19, 1925, Mr. 
West wrote me this letter (passing 
letter to counsel). -

Q. That is where he offered, in sub
stance-

Judge Freeman: Wa.;t a minute. We 
object. 

Mr. Allen: Are you offering the 
letter? 

Sena tor Price: No, sir, not neces
sarily. 

Mr. Allen: Would you object to my 
seeing it? 

Senator Price: Well, I will see if it 
is admissible. 

Mr. A!len: We may want to offer it. 
Senator Price: I haven't read the 

letter. 
Mr. Allen: I haven't, either. 
Senator Price: Well, I wiI! read it 

a·:od see if we want to offer it in evi
dence. 

Mr. Allen: All right. 
Senator Price: Sure, we will be glad' 

to show it to you. 
Mr. Smith: Let me read it (taking· 

letter). 
Q. At any rate, he offered to give 

you this tract of eighty acres? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you told him that you would 

accept it, did you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. Then what occurred? 
A. The 24th of December he· sent me 

the deed. 
Q. Now, as I recall it, Mr. Robison, 

in selling that land, when he got through 
with the sale of it he had a friend by 
the name of Judge Proctor down there, 
didn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He gave him some land, too, 

didn't he? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he also had a lawyer friend 

by the name of Denman he gave a tract,. 
didn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he had advertised the land 

for sale through Governor Ferguson's 
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newspaper, and gave-didn't give him, 
but deeded him, a couple of these tracts 
for the advertisement T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Isn't that ttue? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And probably one other. You 

were not the only person, I mean to say, 
who got a tract of land from Mr. West? 

A. I wasn't the only one. 
Q. Now, then, Mr. Robison, you took 

the proceeds from that land, which 
amounted to $2250.00, did you not, to 
pay off your indebtedness-I believe that 
is what you testified in this investiga
tion before the Investigating Committee? 

A. My statement was that I tried to 
turn it in on my debts at $30.00 an 
acre, couldn't do it, and sold it for 
$2;').00 an acre, and applied that on my 
debts, and that kept me out of bank
ruptcy. 

Q. At that time you were insolvent, 
were you not T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the banks were pressing you 

for payment! 
A. They were. 
Q. And you went to a bank down 

bere--what bank was that? 
A. The American National Bank. 
Q. \Vent to Mr. \Vroe--H. A. Wroe, 

didn't you? 
A. Or Mr. Roberdeau, I don't remem

ber which. 
Q. And you tried to turn over this 

land to them as part payment on your 
indebtedness T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you wanted how much an 

acre? 
A. $30.00 an acre. 
Q. They declined to accept it at that 

figure! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then, subsequently, why, you sold 

it to ex-Governor Ferguson for $25.00 
per acre! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He had already two tracts that 

be had received from Mr. West for ad
vertisements, going out to the farmers 
.of the State concerning this land, which 
were printed in ex-Governor Ferguson's 
newspaper? 

A. Yes, sir, and according to my 
recollertion he had 240 acres adjoin
inir this. 

Q. And Judge David Proctor, I be
lieve, a life-long friend of Mr. West, 
also got one of the tracts as a gift? 

A. I think it was Frederick Proctor. 
Q. Frederick Proctor? Where did 

ilie live! 

A. My i·ecollection is he lived, or did 
live, in Houston. 

Q. Now, there is another matter that 
was charged here as a gift from Mr. 
Ira G. Yates. Ira G. Yates is a ranch
man, isn't he? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they discovered the Yates 

pool on his ranch? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is in what county, Mr. 

Robison! 
A. Pecos. 
Q. Pecos county? Now, you bad 

known Ira G. Yates a good many years, 
hadn't you? 

A. Probably twenty-five years. 
Q. You were good personal friends? 
A. Not intimate friends, but had 

known each other twenty-five years, just 
as he would have business through the 
Land Office, would meet him occasion
ally. 

Q. Now, I will ask you, Mr. Robi· 
son, whether this gift of $500.00 from 
Mr. Yates in anywise influenced you or 
had any bearing on any decision or offi
cial act of yours, where or in which Mr. 
Yates was concerned or had an in
terest? 

A. I have never had occasion-
Q. Well, just answer that question, 

and then go on. 
A. It did not. 
Q. All right. Then you started to 

say that you had not had occasion-go 
ahead. 

A. I have not had occasion to dis
pose of certain matters, certain questions 
that are now pending, involving some 
of Mr. Yates' land, but it is now pend
ing between the Land Office and the At
torney General's Department as to what 
course to pursue, and we are waiting 
for the Supreme Court to pass on cer
tain cases. 

Q. In other words, you will be 
guided by the action of the Supreme 
Court? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In any matter pertaining to Ira 

G. Yates' interests! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As you have heretofore? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, do you recall when 

you got that money? 
A. October, 1928. 
Q. Where did you get it? 
A. I got it at the Angelus Hotel, 

San Angelo. 
Mr. Allen: Is that the $500.00 T 

October 20th, what year? 
A. I got bis check from him for 

$609.00. 
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. Mr. Allen: What year! 
A. October, 1928. 
Mr. Allen: That was over $500.00! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Senator Price: Mr. Speaker, it has 

come to my attention that probably 
some of the members would like to have 
a little time before 12 to get up some of 
their local bills or other bills, and that 
meets with our approval; we are glad 
to be of any assistance. 

The Speaker: I suggest, Senator 
Price, there are several original demands 
on · questions of privileged matters, 
emergency bills, and I wondered .if they 
were going to get through with the wit
ness, Mr. Robison. They said they 
couldn't get through this morning, and 
I think, if the Committee of the Whole 
would go back into the House for fifteen 
or twenty minutes, that might satisfy 
some of the members with those emer· 
gency matters. If the House does not 
concur in that, it is. perfectly satisfac
tory to the Chair. 

Mr. Purl, of Dallas: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker : The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Purl: I move, Mr. Chairman, 

that the Committee rise, report progress 
and ask permission of the House to sit 
again at 2 o'clock. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas moves that the Committee rise, 
report progress and ask permission of 
the House to sit again at 2 o'clock. I 
would like to say to the gentlemen of 
the Committee, you see how we are hand
icapped now with reference to consider
ing and disposing of legislation, and H 
you will remain at your seats and not 
get up and leave, thereby breaking the 
quorum, possibly we may get some of 
these pressing matters behind. All in 
favor of the motion say "aye," opposed 
"no"; the "ayes" have i't 

(The motion that the Committee re· 
cess until 2 o'clock prevaHed, and the 
Committee thereupon recessed at 11 :43 
a. m.) 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met, pur
suant to adjournment, at 2 o'clock p. m., 
Wednesday, June 26, 1929, whereupon 
the following proceedings were had: 

The Speaker: The Committee will be 
in order, please, to continue the inves
tigation. Let's try to observe order this 
afternoon. 

J. T. Robison, the respondent, being 

on the stand as a witness in his own 
behalf, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Price): 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, with reference 

to this gift of this land from Mr. West, 
you received a letter from him, did 
you not! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Price: I would like to have that 

letter introduced in evidence. .At this 
time we wish to offer in evidence a letter 
dated October 19, 1925, addressed to Mr. 
J. T. Robison, George West, Texas, with 
the exception of the second paragraph, 
which is extraneous matter and has 
nothing to do with any transaction Mr. 
Robison and Mr. West had between th-em. 
We don't object to having it· in the 
record, but it is wholly immaterial, and 
it will cost extra money to print it. 

Mr. Allen: We have no objection to 
eliminating that. 

Mr. Price: All right. 
Mr. Smith: Let the Reading Clerk 

read it. 
(The letter was thereupon received in 

evidence, marked Exhibit No ..... for 
identifica·tion, and was read by the 
Reading Clerk, and is as follows) : 

GEO. W. WEST, 
Stockman. 

603 Navarro Street, 
San .Antonio, Texas. 

San .Antonio, Texas, October 19, 1925. 

Mr. J. T. Robison, George West, Texas. 
Dear Mr. Robison: I hope you have 

recovered from the terrible spell of 
sickness entirely. I am writing you 
pertaining to an eighty-acre tract of 
farm land that I have set apart for you 
which is one mile from the town of 
George West. I will give you the names 
of the different parties that I have do
nated one eighty-acre farm to: I have 
arranged with Governor Ferguson to 
advertise my land in Live Oak county 
in the Ferguson Forum of Temµle, Texas. 
Tb.is paper is a very popular newspaper 
among the farmers of Texas, and they 
are the class of people that I am anxfous 
to tell about my farm land and all con
ditions pertaining to same on my ranch 
in Live Oak county. I will give you a 
list of the names that are in one solid 
block of land of eighty acres each tract, 
none of them more than one mile from 
the town of George West. Governor 
Ferguson's two tracts, eighty acres each, 
these tracts were donated in payment 
for advertising my land in Live Oak 
county that I am selling to farmers. ' 
The other names are as follows that I 
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have donated each one eighty acres 
tract of farm land: Governor James E. 
Ferguson, two tracts. l\lr. Leroy G. 
Denman, one tract. Judge Fh~d C. 
Proctor of Houston, Texas. one tract. 
Judge V. B. Proctor of \'ictoria, Texas, 
one tract. Mr. Wm. L. Herff. President 
of the San Antonio Loan and Trust Com
pany of San Antonio, Texas. one tract. 
Mr. J. T. Robison of Austin, Texas, one 
tract. All this land is in one solid 
block and is as fine land as can be found 
in southern Texas. 

I want to know if you will except this 
eighty acres of beautiful land from me 
as a token of mv confidence and kind 
feeling for you. • This eighty acres of 
land is a portion of the Cameron county 
school land. I am sending you endosed 
a copy of a letter from Judge F. C. 
Proetor who was mav attornev when I 
purchased the Cameron county school 
land. You can read what he says about 
my title to this Cameron county school 
land. If you are willing to accept 
eighty acres please write me at once 
and tell me who I shall deed this eighty 
acres of land to. Wishing a speedy re
covery of your one time splendid health. 

With kindest wishes for you and your 
family, I remain, 

' Sincerely your friend. 
GEO. W. WEST. 

GWW/b 

Q. I believe you stated, Mr. Robison, 
that Mr. West made out a deed to you 
and you accepted it, and then sold the 
land and applied the proceeds to your 
indebtedness? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Rohison. you testified this 

morning, as I recall, about a gift from 
Mr. Ira G. Yates. That was in what 
sum? 

A. $609.00. 
Q. That was $609.00? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you, Mr. Robison, if 

that gift to you from .Mr. Yates was 
given to you in consideration of any 
favors or official acts in favor of I. G. 
Yates? 

A. It was not. 
Q. I will ask you if it in any way 

influenced or had any bearing on any 
decision of yours as Land Commis
sioner wherei'n Ira G. Yates was in
terested 1 

A. It had none whatever. I have had 
no other dealings with Mr. Yates except 
questions in which he was interested 
now pending between the Land Office and 
the Attorney General's Department, and 
we are waiting for the decision of the 

Supreme Court in another case which 
involves similar questions. 

Mr. Allen: You went over that this 
morning. 

Mr. Price: I believe we did. 
Q. Now, I l'.elieve it has been brought 

out about a gift of one hundred dollars 
from Mr. Bivins and one from Mr. Mat
thews. I wish you would tell about the 
Bivins transaction. 

A. All I know, a party brought me 
a check, J. D. Jackson brought me a 
check from Lee Bivins for $100.00. Mr. 
Bivins at that time was Mayor of Ama
rillo. 

Q. Was that given to you in con
sideration for any favors or decision in 
your capacity as Land Commissioner in 
favor of that donor, I mean the man 
who gave it? 

A. It was not. The only business 
transaction I recall to have ever had 
with Mr. Bivins was he bid on some 
land at one time where we offered for 
sale the Capitol· Syndicate recovered 
lands. 

Q. When was that! 
A. It must have been about 1923 or 

1924. 
Q. That was all over and by the 

board before this came up 1 
A. It was. 
Q. Well, after you got this gift from 

Mr. Bivins of $100.00, did you at any 
time thereafter make any decision or 
perform any act that would result in 
his favor? 

A. So far as I can recall, there has 
never been a communication or transac
tion between us since that time. He is 
now dead. 

Q. When did he die? 
A. It seems to me it was last year; 

possibly early in this year. 
Q. Now, with reference to this gift 

from Mr. Matthews, what about that 
one? 

A. J. D. Jackson, as I recall, 
brought me a $100.00 check from Mr. 
Matthews, up about Albany. 

Q. Who is Matthews! 
A. A citizen living in the vicinity 

of Albany, Shackelford county, that I 
have seen three or four times in my 
life, a ranchman in that country, and 
I know of no business transactions with 
him in ten or fifteen years. 

Q. Did you have any transactions 
with him or make any decision as an 
officer thereafter in any matter wherein 
Mr. Matthews' rights were affected or 
wherein he had an interest 1 

A. I don't recall any business trans
action I ever had in any respect with 
Mr. Matthew11. 
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Q. Now, then, I believe Mr. Jackson 
has gone into it, but there was some
thing about a gift from one J. D. Jack
son. How much was that? 

A. As I recall it, it was $250.00. 
My recollection is he testified the other 
day that was made up by himself and 
some other parties. 

Q. Well, was that given to you in 
consideration for any favors or decisions 
affecting the interests of the parties 
who gave it? 

A. No, sir. When my illness came 
on in San Antonio, Mr. Jackson wired 
me offering financial assistance. I de
clined it. 

Q. Then this check came after that 
time? 

A. This check, according to my 
recollection, was before Christmas, pos
sibly December, maybe November, 1926, 
after my illness had been more than a 
year past. 

Q. Did you ever at any time after 
the receipt of this check make any de
cision affecting any interest or right 
of the person or persons who gave you 
that money? 

A. I have not, as far as I know. 
Q. Mr. Robison, there was intro

duced here the other day a statement of 
a private account of yours in the Texas 
Bank and Trust Company; that is to 
say, an account different from and sep
arate from the account of J. T. Robison 
Special. I believe there was two or three 
thousand dollars in that account. Now, 
I want to ask you the question: Was 
any part of the one-cent-per-acre fund 
ever transferred by you in to that per
sonal ac.coun t? 

A. There was not. 
· Q. If I understand you, that was 

your own personal money there, money 
you had earned, or gifts to you from 
some of your friends? 

A. Yes, sir. That fund was made 
up of sums given to me, and probably 
some other things I realized on the 
farms. 

Q. Of course, you cannot recall at 
this time every little deposit, or just 
whether you sold any lambs, or what 
you put in there, is that true? 

A. I remember selling a bunch of 
sheep in the summer for the money and 
depositing that in that fund. 

Q. Along with other gifts that com
posed that fund? 

A. Yes, .sir. 
Q. Mr. Moses has brought here a 

check dated Texarkana, Texas; it looks 
like June 14,. 1927, The Texarkana Na
tional Bank, pay to the order of J. T. 
Robison $800.00, signed W. E. Roun-

tree. I wish you would look at that and 
refresh your memory. 

A. Mr. Rountree had a ranch out 
about twenty-five miles from Austin, 
and he wanted to buy some sheep, and 
approached me for a trade, and I sold 
them to him; my recollection is for 
$900.00. He gave me $100.00 at the 
time and paid the $800.00 later, when 
he got the sheep. 

Q. That is Dr. Rountree, who resides 
in this city, and formerly lived up in 
northeast Texas? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And who is the father of Repre

sentative Carl Rountree, isn"t he? 
A. I understand so. 
Mr. Price: I would like to offer that 

in evidence. 
Mr. Allen: We have no objection. 
(The check was thereupon received in 

evidence and marked "Exhibit No. . .. " 
for identification, and is as follows: 

Texarkana, Tex. June 14, 1927. 

THE TEXARKANA NATIONAL BANK 

Pay to J. T. Robison or bearer .. $800.00 
Eignt Hundred ............... Dollars 

W. E. ROUNTREE. 
(Endorsed on back): 
J. T. Robison. 
Pay to the order of any bank, banker 

or trust company. Previous endorse
ments guaranteed. Jun. 16, 1927. The 
Republic National Bank, Dallas, Texas. 

Pay to the order of any bank or 
banker. Prior endorsements guaranteed. 
Jun. 16, 1927. Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

(Stamped "Paid" with stencil perfora· 
tion.) 

Q. Now, that amount of money went 
into that private account, didn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And along with other gifts and 

moneys that you had. That account has 
been closed, has it' not? 

A. According to the statement intro
duced, it seems there is eleven dollars 
and some odd cents still due me. 

Q. Eleven dollars and a few cents. 
Mr. Robison, if I recall it, there is some 
testimony here about a check for maybe 
seventy-five cents, and one maybe for a 
dollar and a few cents, that were made 
payable to some little newspapers, Co
manche Chief, I think, seventy-five 
cents. Is the Comanche Chief a news
paper? 

A. I have heard of a newspaper 
named Comanche Chief for probably a 
quarter of a century or more. 

Q. Now that check, if it were on 
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this special fund, was it paid after these 
refunds began to come in to you or 
before! 

A. According to the allegations 
printed in the Journal, the check was 
made out in 1925. Correcting the rec
ord, I will say it was in 1928. 

Q. Were you making any race, any 
political race; was there any reason 
why you would be advertising in the 
Comanche Chief, if that is the way-

Mr. Allen: If it is in the Journal 
that way, it is in error. It wa.s 1928. 

Q. So these Ii ttle checks for these 
sums were given in 1928, after some of 
these folks had sent in their refunds to 
you, and you had more than enough 
money to cover it! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, it seems that after this in· 

vestigating committee had started its 
work, and probably after it had finished 
its work, you sent out a letter, a sort 
of form letter, addressed to some of the 
contributors of this one-cent-per-acre 
fund, and the second paragraph of this 
letter made some reference to the fact 
that people had been refunding their 
checks to you, these 1·efund checks, and 
giving them to you. I wish you would 
explain when that letter was composed. 

A. That letter was composed imme· 
diately after the first-

Mr. Allen: We object to when it 
was composed. "Ve are only concerned 
about when it was used. I think that 
is the only thing the Committee would 
be concerned about. 

Mr. Smith: It would go to tbe 
purpose. 

Mr. Allen: Withdraw the objection. 
Go ahead. Maybe it will save time. 

Mr. Price: 
0

! think you won't object. 
It is a question of his intent under the 
facts and circumstances. 

Q. Mr. Robison, when I say composed 
I mean when you dictated the words 
that appear in the letter! 

A. I think it best for me to state 
that I began to refund this one-cent-an· 
acre early last September, 1928. I de
livered those checks without any letter, 
through the mail, and a lot of them in 
person. The situation came up that I 
had to discontinue sending out those 
refund checks, and when the former in
vestigation of the preceding session of 
the Legislature was ended I resumed 
the sending out of those checks. In 
doing so I wrote a letter, the purpose 
of which was to tell them-

Mr. Allen: We think the letter 
would speak for itself so far as the 
purpose is concerned. 

Judge Sinks: I think he can go 

ahead and state what his idea about 
it was. 

Q. Go ahead. 
A. In addition to telling the party 

to whom I was sending the check .what 
it was for, I wanted to get before that 
party the proper information, concern
ing which there had been a great deal 
of misinformation gone out through the 
newspapers from Austin while the in
vestigation was on, and resolutions were 
pending here charging me with many 
things. The information had gone out 
that I had used some of the one-cent
an-acre fund. 

Q. For your private purposes T 
A. For my own private uses. In 

writing this letter, my purpose was to 
tell the people to whom the balance of 
this refund was due, how I had come in 
po~session of that money and the rea
sonP assigned by many people for their 
action in sending the money back to me. 
That was only a form letter that I 
wrote, and was sent to every person to 
whom a check has been sent since the 
adjournment of that former investigat
ing committee. 

Q. As I understand you, Mr. Robi· 
son, the report had gone-

Mr. Allen: We object to counsel re
peating all that. 

Q. Then you sent out this letter in 
the face of that report, giving these same 
people definite information as to ·those 
refunds that were given to you by the 
!anti owners? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As a defense or as an explana

tion of those charges that you were em
bezzling it or had misappropriated it, 
rumors of that kind! 

A. YeR, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, did you at 

lhr.t time have any intention to insult 
or do anything that would be offensive 
to the Legislature or the legislative 
committee in doing that! 

.\. As the committee had made its 
report criticising me," as a resolution 
ha•l been introduced wanting to impeach 
nw, withdrawn, threatening to be car
rid ove1 to the next special session, I 
would rRve been the most outstanding 
blooming idiot you ever heard of to have 
e•·e" insinuated that they return that 
money tom~. 

Q. In view of those facts, the inves
tigation and all, then it was your in
tention to write them and to let them 
know how you got this money T 

A. Let them know what money I had 
spent, and which I had been accused of 
misapplying. 

Q. Now, Mr. Robison, there is one 
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charge here, I forget which number, but 
there is a charge made here that you 
got $2200.00 from one Judge Halley. I 
wish you would explain to the members 
how that happened. 

A. One morning I was sitting in my 
office and a gentleman walked in, Mr. 
Walker, of Kermit, Winkler cou)nty. 
He asked me what was the matter with 
me, and I answered "nothing." He said 
he knew there was, that I never looked 
that way before. I said: "Nothing much 
to amount to anything." He said: 
"Well, I know there is. You can cer· 
tainly afford to tell your friends what 
your troubles are." I replied: "Well, 
if you put it on that line, I guess I will 
have to tell you. I have a debt coming 
due, a mortgage on my place out here, 
and I am just sitting here bothering a 
little bit about where to get the money." 
He said: "How much is it?" 

Q. Mr. Robison, about what date was 
that? 

.A. I don't recall the date. 
Q. Do you know about what year? 
.A. .About 1927 some time. 
Q. That was a time long after you 

had received all of this money, this 
$68,000.00 that they talk about, 
wasn't it? 

.A. Yes, sir. Well, or possibly was 
being received. 

Q. The bulk of it had been received 
up to that time, hadn't it? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. .All right, go ahead. 
.A. He remarked that a little thing 

like that ought not to bother one much, 
any way. He turned the subject off to 
his business, and I assigned an employe 
to wait on him, and he went away. I 
heard no more abo1,1t it, and thought no 
more about it. 

Q. Did he at that time give you any 
indication that he was going to raise 
any money for you? 

.A. None whatever. 
Q. · Did you, then, by any word, sign 

or other method indicate to him that 
yon wanted him to give you any money? 

.A. I did not. 
Q. .All right, he went away. What 

happened next? 
.A. On one occasion, when I returned 

from a trip somewhere, Mr. Walker, the 
chiaf clerk, came to me and told me 
Judge Halley had come in while I was 
gone with a check and told him it was 
to be used in the discharge of a mort
gagJ. 011 my place, and he wanted Walker 
to take· charge of it and handle it, and 
let me know nothing about it until the 
release of the mortgage had been pre
seuted. About that time Roy Archer, 

5e~retary of the Federal Land Bank, 
Capitol City Loan Company, in Austin, 
somewhere about that time, brought me 
the abstracts and releases from the Fed
eral Land Bank at Houston. 

Q. In other words, they didn't bring 
you any money, didn't bring you that 
sum .of money, hut brought a deed of 
release executed by the mortgage holder, 
which showed that your land had been 
paid out? 

A. That is the first information con
nected with what Mr. Walker bad 
told me. 

Q. That 160 acres you owned was 
purcha•ed in what year, nineteen what? 

.A. Ten or elevNl, · 
Q. And that is the first time you 

had the superior title in it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I mean to say, owned it without 

a vendor's lien against it, or trust lien f 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, with reference 

to this piece of land down there, I be
lieve you testified that it is the main 
physical property that you own, the 
main piece of property that you own. 
I want to go into that and see what 
kind of property it is. What kind of 
a house have you got down there? 

A. I have a house of five or six 
rooms, besides porches. 

Q. There was an old house there, 
and you at intervals built around it, 
didn't you? 

.A. Yes, sir . 
Q. Did you do any of the work 

yourself! 
A. Quite a bit of it. . . 
Q. What do you mean, did you use 

a hammer and a saw? 
Mr. Allen: He has been all over 

that. 
Q. I want to know if the carpenter 

work was partly done by you on this 
house? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And part of it done at night? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you got a concrete curbing 

around it? 
A. I have got some around the drive. 
Q. How did that get there? 
A. Most of it got there by the labor 

of a man whom my wife had traded 
with and got a partnership in the 
chicken business, paying a small amount 
a month, his labor and my wife's labor, 
making the forms, mixing the concrete, 
pouring it, and building the curb. My 
wife and that ·man did a great d~al 
of it. 

Q. · Those improvements have been 
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going on for some time, just gradually 
improving it! 

A. Seven years. 
Q. The reason I am asking you this, 

Mr. Robison, is some talk, rumors 
around the corridors, that it was a very 
palatial affair. It was a frame, lumber 
house! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has it got briek veneer around it! 
A. None whatever. 
Q. Have you got any barns? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you get them, who built 

them! 
A. My first barn I built with the 

assistance of one of my boys. I took 
a little time one summer from the office 
and, if you count that a vacation of two 
weeks, it is th<• second vacation I have 
taken since I have heen in office, in 
thirty-four years, and went out and huilt 
a barn. 

Q. You mean with vour own hands? 
A. With my own h"itnds, out of sec

ond-class lumber, blown nwnv from Penn 
Field. . 

Q. Blown away, and you got that 
waste lumber and built vou a ham! 

A. Yes, sir; and out of posts and 
cedars cut out of the woods myself. 

Q. Mr. Robison, is your ·wife the 
daughter of Guy l\Iatthews, of Xaples, 
Texas? 

A. Now deceased, yes, sir. 
Q. When did Mr. !\lat thews die! 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. About two or three vears ago! 
A. Somewhere about th~t. 
Q. Did he leave an estate 1 
A. Yes, sir, a small amount. 
Q. Did your wife share in that 

estate! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did she do with that 

money! 
A. Spent it on debts and improving 

the place we are living on. 
Q. llfr. Hobison, has the rnlue of 

this acreage increased or decreased silwe 
you purchased it! 

A. As land, without improvements. I 
doubt if it would sell for any more, or 
as much, as I gave for it. 

Q. What is it worth, about $;i0.00 
an acre, or $60.00? 

A. I don't know what it is worth, 
but I tried to turn half of it loose on 
my debts at $80.00 an acre, and couldn't 
get any of my creditors to take it. 

Q. Is it worth less than $80.00 an 
acre? 

·A. That is the price I asked for it, 
and they wouldn't take it. 

Q. Now, Mr. Hobison, I want to ask 

you, have you at any time taken any 
State funds, or have you at any time 
taken any money out of this one-cent
an-acre fund, and spent it on that place 
there for chickens, cows, barns, concrete 
culverts or any other matters or im
provements on that house or on that 
place Y 

A. No, sir. 
Q. All the money that has gone into 

that came out of your own private funds 
or those of your wife 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
1\Ir. Price: Mr. Speaker and Gentle

men and Ladies of the House, that con
cludes our-

Mr. Allen: We object to any state
ment until the examination is con
cluded. 

1\Ir. Price: I want to make a state
ment, not of an argumentative nature, 
hut to ask them if they want any other 
feature gone into. 

Mr. Allen: Don't you think you ought 
to wait until we go into that! I want 
to object to that. 

Mr. Price: This concludes our ex
amination of the witness and the re
spondent. There have been a good many 
of these charges, something like 400 
checks introduced, and time will not 
permit taking them up one at a time. 
Now. if there be in the mind of any 
member of this House any question on 
any phase of this matter that you would 
like for us to go into on direct examina
tion, we woul_d be glad to do it. We 
want to make a complete showing and 
explanation of these matters. 

Mr. Petsch: In response to the re
quest, I notice that opinions have been 
asked on the question whether or not 
the one-cent-per-acre fund was ever a 
public fund. This is evidently a part 
of the defense of Mr. Robison, and I 
think counsel should offer the letter and 
Jet it go into this record, and state how 
it was obtained, where it came from, and 
how those letters happened to be placed 
on our desks. 

Mr. Price: We will be very glad to 
do that. 

Mr. Allen: As counsel for the House, 
Mr. Petsch, I am going to ask for the 
present to withdraw that, because that 
instrument has no pertinency to any 
issue involnd in this case. It relates 
purely to a question of law, and we will 
discuss all those matters in the proper 
order, and for that reason I hope Mr. 
Petsch will withdraw that matter for 
the present and let us go ahead with the 
witness and conclude his examination. 

Mr. Price: Let it be understood that 
we stand willing now, or at any time 
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in these proceedings, to get that opinion 
from those sixteen lawyers and show it 
to all the members of the House, and 
explain the entire transaction so far 
as we know. 

Mr. Allen: That is the very reason 
I am objecting, because in placing it in 
this discussion it was getting before the 
Committee matters we think imperti
nent, irrelevant, incompetent and imma
terial. 

Mr. Price: May it please the court, 
since this matter has been broached, I 
want to make it clear that I have not 
placed, nor has Mr. Moses, nor Mr. E. F. 
Smith, nor Mr. Robison, nor any part of 
the counsel, placed a single one of those. 
As I understand it, one of the members 
of this House, the Hon. W. E. Pope, of 
Nueces, wanted to know what lawyers, 
outside of us who are present, thought 
on that. question, whether it was a public 
or pri\'ate fund, and, as I understand the 
thing, he has an opinion from sixteen 
lawyers holding that it is a private 
fund and not a public fund. We want 
it to go in now. 

Mr. Allen: I care nothing in the 
world about that issue and the one-cent
per-acre fund, for this reason : It was 
either a public fund or a trust fund 
provided by law, that came into the 
hands of the Land Commissioner as such, 
and we are going to rest on one of those 
two propositions. I am going to object 
and ask leave to go on and cross-ex
amine this witness. 

Judge Sinks: I don't know anything 
about this opinion. It is all new to me. 
I don't know anything about it. 

Mr. Allen: The whole thing is im
proper. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Mr. Chai;man, 
I don't yield to the gentleman who is 
conducting the prosecution to tell me 
what is proper and what is not. I re
sent the statement that it is improper. 
I want to say here and in this connec
tion that this is a public matter that 
we are going into, as citizens of Texas 
and as representatives of the people of 
Texas, and I am tired, so far as I am 
concerned, of these justice court tactics 
in order to keep us from having in the 
record all these entire transactions. And 
I stand ready, so far as I am concerned, 
to defend my action in putting these 
copies of these opinions on the desks 
here today. 

Mr. Van Zandt of Grayson: Point of 
order. We are sitting as a Committee 
of the ,Whole, and his remarks are all 
unnecessary and uncalled for. 

, Mr. Allen: Mr. Chairman, may I 

ask the gentleman a question? Will he 
yield? 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: I yield to any
body. 

Mr. Allen : I want to ask you this 
question: Do you know of any way in 
which a lawyer performing a duty to his 
c!ieut can keep extraneous matters from 
going into the record without making 
proper and legal objections to the pre
siding officer? 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: I know of no 
other way, except I know this matter 
takes a wide range and all of these pro
ceedings here are before this House. 
What we are trying to do is to find 
some light on the subject; and we don't 
want, so far as I am concerned, and 
I am speaking for myself, and for no 
other member, but I am speaking for the 
folks I represent, and we don't want 
anything covered up by reason of a 
technicality; and I don't care whether 
it is within the bounds of court pro
cedure to keep something out; we want 
to know whether it throws or sheds any 
light in order to weigh it. 

Mr. Allen: Will you yield for an
other question? 

Mr. Pope of Nueces : I yield. 
The Speaker: A point of order is 

pending. As to what is admissible and 
what is not admissible, as far as the 
procedure is concerned, that is a matter 
for Judge Sinks to decide. Now, as far 
as the gentleman's rights are concerned, 
he is a Representative, a member of the 
Legislature or a member of the Com
mittee of the Whole, and I would have 
to hold that he is within his rights in 
laying this matter, or any other matter, 
on the desks of the members if he seeks 
to do so, unless it reflects on some mem
ber of the House, and then it is up to the 
House to decide that. 

Mr. Petsch: Mr. Chairman, I think, 
as a matter of justice to the House, he 
ougbt to also attach thereto his com
munication to these gentlemen, so that 
we may know the nature of the circum
stances, what facts they had before them 
at the time they had the requed. 

The Speaker: It is a matter that is 
within the province of the House strictly, 
and you may make that request. 

Mr. Woodruff: Point of order, Mr. 
Chairman, that counsel are to direct the 
procedure, and not the members of the 
House. 

The Speaker: I think, when we get 
right down to the bottom of it, any 
member of this House may come in and 
talk any time he pleases. I don't be
lieve you can keep him from it. We 
have adopted some procedure here, that 
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if any member desires to propound a 
question he may put it in writing and 
send it to counsel for either side, and 
in counsel's discretion the question may 
be asked. I think we are hound to abide 
by that, because we have adopted that 
procedure. 

Mr. Woodruff: The rul<•s also pro
vide that counsel for the respective sides 
shall have full authority in shaping the 
case. 

The Speaker: It sta ies that, too. 
Mr. \Voodruff: \Ye are in the process 

of developing the case, and it would be 
out of order. 

The Speaker: I don't think any mem
ber can be shut ofI from making any 
inquiry they see fit. I think, however, 
we are bound by the rules we have 
adopted, the procedure, as far as we go. 

l\fr. Allen: They have spent many 
hours examining the witness on direct 
examination, in developing the facts 
from their standpoint, and we are now 
entitled to undertake to turn on the 
light, so that even the blind may see. 
We are entitled, I think, to our right 
to cross-examine the witness. 

The Speaker: That right ~ertainly 
will not be denied you. 

Mr. Allen: May we proceed now! 
Mr. Pope of Nueces: One word more : 

I don't want the inference to be made 
that I was offering this letter as evi
dence in the case. 

The Speaker: I think that is under
stood. Some of that letter was copied 
out of a law book. I am not respon
sible if some of the members read the 
law books, and I trust they will not be 
criticised if they do. 

Mr. Quinn: Mr. Chairman, to make 
it clear where we are, who is the legal 
representative of this Committee; the 
attorneys employed, or some fifteen or 
twenty lawyers over the State! 

The Speaker: I have tried to express 
myself and make myself clear on that. 
Judge Allen and Judge Freeman have 
been selected by the House of Repre
sentatives to represent it in this hear
ing, subject to the rules adopted by this 
House. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Price: I think that is about all. 
Mr. Petsch: If I understand the hold

ing of the Chair, it is that we shall not 
go into the matter of that opinion at 
this time. 

The Speaker: Mr. Petsch made the 
request and I want to know if he still 
insists on it, or does he withdraw it I 

Mr. Petsch: I withdraw the question. 
The Speaker: Mr. Petsch withdraws 

the request. 
Mr. Price: I believe that is all, un-

less Mr. l\loses desires to ask some ques
tions. 

Mr. Moses : I believe there are no 
questions I desire to ask. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Freeman): 
Q. The first question that I will ask 

you, Mr. Robison, is a question that 
has been suggested by a member. Do 
you own any land as a result of a 
transaction made through Henry Jacobs 
of Dallas! 

A. I testified in this or the other 
hearing that, after I had sold a home 
in Austin, a number of yea.rs ago, I 
went and bought a little farm between 
Dallas and Hutchins. I kept it about 
twelve months, or a little more. and 
sold it. 

Q. About when did you dispose of it, 
Mr. Robison? 

A. It was some time prior to the 
time I bought this little place near 
Austin, which, according to my beat 
recollection, was either in 1910 or 1911. 

Q. As I understand your testimony, 
Mr. Robison, your only income since 
1925 has been your salary and the pro
ceed& of your little farm I 

A. Yes, sir, and such matters as 
have been testified to as having been 
given to me. 

Q. What do you estimate to be the 
average income from your fa.rm since 
1925-the average income per annum T 

A. I have not ma.de an estimate. I 
have kept no accounts of it, and keep no 
accounts of it. 

Q. And have no concrete or definite 
idea what it is I 

A. No, sir, I have not. 
Q: According to your construction of 

the one-cent-per-a.ere fund, did you have 
any personal interest whatever in that 
fund! 

A. I had no personal interest. 
Q. In other words, it was a fund 

which came into your hands as Commis
sioner of the General Land Office to be 
used and disposed of as provided for in 
those acts? 

A. Yes, sir, to be used and disposed 
of as provided by law. Whatever that 
might be at the time could be finally 
disposed of. 

Q. In any event, a fund you were 
handling officially, but for the lawful 
purpose for whirh it was created and 
collected I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You testified that you did not pay 

it into the Treasury of the State I 
A. That is correct. 
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Q. Now, did you pay into the funds 
and properties of the General Land 
Office! 

A. I did not. 
Q. On the contrary, you collected it 

yourself and placed it in an account 
known as the J. T. Robison Special ac· 
count in the Texas Bank and Trust Com· 
pany of Austin! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. No other person than yourself had 

the immediate custody of that fund from 
the ti.me it was co;Ilected until the time 
it was used or disposed of! 

A. No one except myself and the 
bank. 

Q. You have kept no sort of record 
showing the disbursements of that fund, 

·have you! 
A. The bank books show.· 
Q. I am talking about your account. 

You have kept no sort of record your· 
self showing the disbursements of that 
fund! 

A. I have kept no book record of it. 
Q. It is true, is it not, that the 

books of the bank in this city and cus· 
tomarily do not show the person to 
whom checks are paid going through the 
bank? 

A. I never saw the bank statement 
and do not think that they show the 
names of the parties to whom these 
checks were issued. 

Q. I ask you, now, if you know that 
there is now no means on earth of de· 
termining the persons to whom these 
one-cent-per-acre checks have been drawn 
aside from the checks that are now a 
matter of record! 

A. None, except the checks that are 
now available. 

Q. It is true, is it not, Mr. Robison, 
that there is approximately $32,000.00 
of that fund for which no checks are 
now available? 

A. I have not counted it up myself, 
but that is what the auditors say. 

Q. Do you accept the auditors' state· 
ment as substantially correct? 

A. I do not accept it or deny it, be· 
cause I do not know anything- about the 
accuracy or inaccuracy of it. 

Q. Without reference to the exact 
amount, it is true, isn't it, that there 
are many thousands of dollars that 
cannot now be traced? 

A. That is what the auditors say. 
Q. I am asking for your personal 

knowledge, Commissioner. 
A. I cannot trace it. 
Q. Counsel asked you about the pur

chase· of a Ford automobile. In whose 
name was the bill of sale to that car 
issued? 

A. I suppose it was issued to me. 
Q. It was purchased out of this one· 

cent-per-acre fund by you, and the bill 
of sale, so far as you know, was issued 
to you individually? 

A. As far as I recall. 
Q. Was that the only automobile 

you purchased in conducting this reap· 
praisement work, Mr. Robison? 

A. After that automobile had been 
driven about 17 ,000 miles and was kill· 
ing me, almost, I traded it in for a 
Buick. 

Q. Did you have a bill of sale for 
the Buick? 

A. Do not know what I got. I 
bought the Buick and traded the Ford 
in on it. 

Q. Now, In whose name was that car, 
that Buick, registered? 

A. I do not know in what name. I 
bought it and immediately took charge 
of it. 

Q. You did not have it registered 
and conveyed as properly belonging to 
some other person? 

A. I did not convey it to any other 
person. 

Q. It was conveyed to you and not 
to somebody else? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What beca.me of that car? 
A. I still have it. 
Q. ]for what purpose do you now 

use it? 
A. General use. 
Q. Do you mean general use for the 

Land Office or general, individual and 
private use? 

A. Both. 
Q. You testified Commissioner, at 

some length, and 'in some detail, in 
reference to the expense of working out 
the administration of the one-cent-per· 
acre fund. Did you separate that ex· 
pense from the general clerical and 
other expense in the Land Office De· 
partment? 

A. I .do not understand what yon 
mean. 

Q. You testified that in compiling 
certain information necessary to the be
ginning of the administration of this 
act it was necessary to employ or use 
nu:Uerous clerks. I think you said 
about twenty-five, and that expense was 
chargeable against this fund. Now, did 
you separate that expense chargeable 
against this one-cent-per-acre fund, and 
used in the administration of this fund 
from the general duties and general ex· 
pense of those people doing that work? 

A. It was never mixed with the other 
fund. Did not need any separation. Do 1 

not know what you mean. 
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Q. I will put it another way: Can 
you now tell the Committee the total 
cost of clerks and elerical expense neees· 
sary to he expended in the admiuistra
tion of the one-cent-per-acre fnnu? 

A. I have made the best estimate I 
could of it. From the time it hegau 
until it closed it was a minimum of 
$20,000.00. 

Q. That is your estimate. Can you 
give the items or any of them? 

A. I can only give a few. 
Q. Why did not you keep an esti

mate of this expense? 
A. It was 11ut 11ecessary. 
Q. How did you expect to account 

for the disposition of that fund with
out keeping any data in reference to it? 

A. I knew that I would know how 
much mo11ry was left when the work had 
been completed. 

Q. It would, after all, he a mere 
matter of calculation and estimation, 
would it not? 

A. I kept a memo of the amount of 
money received-

Q. (Interrupting.) : .Just a moment. 
Commissioner, will you please he good 
enough to answer the question? 

l\lr. Smith: Let the witness answer 
and bring out the facts. 

l\lr. Freeman : I rescnc the right to 
conduct the eross-exami11a ti on in my 
own \vav. 

1fr. 1?reeman: Kaw, are you willing 
to answer this question direct and if you 
want to express any explanation you are 
perfectly permissible to do so. 

A. I will answer them only as I 
understand them. • 

Q. Here is a question from a mem· 
her. I wish to take these up along with 
other questions at the conclusion of the 
examination. I will put that with the 
others. You testified, l\lr. Robison, in 
reference to the employment of Mr. 
Cartledge and his services in connection 
with the arlrninistration of the Reap
praisement Act. 

A. Passing on titles. 
Q. His salary was $400.00 per month 

during the tiine that he put in full time 
and you paid him at the same rate when 
he worked part time, as r understood 
you 1 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Can you estimate the period of 

time he was regularly employed as an 
employe of the General Land Office in 
that capaeity 'I 

A. I cannot. 
Q. Do you nwan that you have no 

idea about that, or that you cannot he 
exact? 

A. I cannot be exact. I know he 

commenced in the fall of 1925, and I 
know his employment ended some time 
in 1928. 

Q. Now, during all that time he was 
identified as an employe of the General 
Land Office and subject to the call of 
the Department whenever his services 
were needed? 

A. For the purpose of passing on 
title of reappraisement, but not in the 
office work generally. 

Q. During the time Mr. Cartledge 
was engaged in that work with the Land 
Office, he was retained by Judge Turney 
as his attorney, was he not? 

A. I take it so. 
Q. During the time that l\lr. Cart

ledge was serving the Department, as 
you ha\·e stated, do you not know that 
he was serving other clients having an 
interest in the reappraisement of these 
lands in \Vest Texas 1 

A. I know that he represented Sena
tor Turney. So far as I know, that was 
the only client he had. 

Q. Senator Turney was one of the 
gentlemen who' had lands reappraised, 
was he not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did not Mr. Cartledge, during 

that time, have some lands of his own 
reappraised? 

A. If he did, I did not know it. 
Q. About 15,360 acres of land? 
A. So far as I know, E. Cartledge 

does not own any tract of land except 
his home in Austin. 

Q. Did' not you know at that time 
that he was acting as attorney for Pat 
Casey of San Antonio in a number of 
land cases? 

A. I did not. 
Q. You testified that the expense of 

reappraising these lands was approxi· 
mately senn mills per acre? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you arrive at that 

amount? 
A. Knew how much money I started 

with, knew how much I had when I got 
through .. 

Q. So that is the only means you 
have of reaching that conclusion? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Basing it on your experience in 

reappraising lands under the 1913 Act, 
don't you think seven mills per acre is 
entirely too high? 

A. I do not. Conditions were en
tirely different. 

Q. In doing the reappraisement work 
under the provisions of the 1913 Act, 
there were, besides yourself, two other 
appraisers and a clerk? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. That was before the automobile 
was in general use, was it not? And 
you traveled by horse·drawn vehicles 
very largely, did you not! 

A. We used automobiles, according 
to my recollection. 

Q. Did you not, in your biennial re
port to the Governor, covering the years 
1912 and 1913, state that one-third of 
the $7 .50 per section allowed by the 
1913 Reappraisement Act was all it 
cost the State ? 

A. I just made in my report a gen
eral statement of that kind. I have 
never had the account checked up. 

Q. The report you made was an offi
cial report! 

A. No, it was not. 
Q. Why didn't you make an official 

report? 
A. It was not necessary. 
Q. Can you identify this instrument 

which I hold in my hand by examining 
it, Mr. Robison! Is not that a copy of 
your. biennial report made by you or 
under your direction? 

A. This _is the report of John J. 
Terrell, Com-missioner. 

Q. The one made by you is further 
over; I handed you the wrong one. Let 
me refer you to the right one. That is 
the report to which I direct your atten
tion. 

A. I think this is the statement. 
Q. I would ask you to identify that, 

if you please. That is a correct copy 
of your report? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you if it is not true 

that in this report you use this lan
guage. I will read the entire sentence 
in order to get it before you. This re
port bears date Austin, Texas, Septem
ber 1, 1914. That is substantially the 
correct date, is it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you if it is not true 

that in this report you used this lan
guage. I read the entire sentence in 
order to get it before you. I read this 
statement to you: "The principal 
changes made in the bill that the Gov
ernor signed was the elimination of back 
interest, the addition of two members, 
with the Land Commissioner, they to be 
appointed by the Governor, and requir
ing that the owners of the land pay 
$7 .50 per section for the expense of re
valuation. This sum was about three 
times what it cost the State to revalue 
that land." Did not you make that 
statement in that report? 

A. I did, but it was not based upon 
an accurate accounting of the cost, but 
just an approximation of what it cost. 

The Comptroller's records are available 
for a correct statement of the cost inci
dent to that reappraisement. 

Q. At the time you made that report, 
you made it officially and reflecting in 
your best judgment an estimation of the 
expense of that revaluation, did you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I have a calculation here, Com

missioner, based on the statement of the 
auditors, that your books show that you 
reappraised under the Reappraisement 
Act of 1925-1926, there were 6,829,000 
acres of land reappraised, which amounts 
to 10,232 sections of 640 acres each. 
Now, on the basis of $2.50 per section, 
according to your estimate, the cost of 
the former i·eappraisement in 1913, ac
cording to your estimate, the cost of 
the reappraisement of this land under 
this act would be $26,830.00. Your esti
mate now is $47,000.00, is it not? 

A. You mean in this last reappraise
ment-a maximum of that--

Q. Didn't you estimate on direct ex
amination that the cost of reappraise
ment under the 1925 Act-the 1925-1926 
Acts, was approximately $47,000.00? 

A. Seven mills per acre was what it 
amounted to. I never made the figures 
myself. · 

Q. In round numbers, did not you 
say that the cost of reappraisement was 
$47,000.00 and that that left $21,000.00 
over under the act? 

A. I possibly answered some ques
tion about $47,000.00, or whatever it 
would be on the 6,800,000-odd acres, 
would be at seven mills per acre. I have 
not figured it myself to know the exact 
amount it would be, but that is -imma
terial. 

Q. Well, seven mills per acre, on an 
average of 640 acres to the section, 
would be how much expense for the re
appraisement? I would thank you to 
make the calculation. How much would 
the cost of reappraising 640 acres of 
land be at seven -mills per acre? What 
would be the expense of reappraising 640 
acres at seven mills per acre? 

A. (A member) : $4.48. 
Q. According to your second esti

mate, there was a difference in the cost 
of reappraisement between $4.48 per sec
tion and $2.50 per section, which would 
be $1.98 per section-that is correct, 
is it not? 

A. If it has been correctly figured, I 
assume it is. 

Q. A gentleman down there made the 
calculation-I did not make the figures. 
There is in evidence a check, I will get, 
it for you, if you desire, dated August 
31, 1925, for the sum of $1000.00, pay-
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able to cash-to whom did you deliver 
that check when you wrote it 1 

A. I do not know. 
Q. Did you intend, at the time you 

drew that check for the $1000.00, for 
it to be delivered to Mrs. Robison or to 
Dr. Robison, your son? 

A. It was to be used by my wife for 
expenses for whatever emergency or con
tingency should arise under the circum
stances. 

Q. Then you expected it to be de
livered to them, to one of them, for that 
purpose? 

A. Well, I do not suppose that I 
had any expectation about it other than 
to be used for that purpose. I was in a 
state of coma and knew not how much 
it was, nor to whom it was payable, 
until I saw the check in this other in
vestigation. 

Q. In any event, your intention was 
that that check was to be used by Mrs. 
Robison and your son, Dr. Robison, for 
the purpose of paying such expenses as 
might be incurred in connection with 
your hospital treatment? 

A. Yes, sir, for the hospital expense 
and expenses incident the1·eto. 

Q. There is also in evidence a check 
for $1000.00, payable to cash, dated 
October 14, 1925, endorsed by you, and 
I will get the check if you desire it, so 
that you may know exactly what cherk 
I am referring to. What disposition 
did you make of that check? 

A. The money received for that cherk 
was used for expenses incident to the 
reappraisement work. 

Q. Mr. Robison, you were then just 
recovering from that illness, and you 
started out on the reappraisement work 
after that time? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why did you draw that $1000.00 

out of this special fund to use in paying 
your expenses in this reappraisement 
work so many days in advance of the 
time when you began the work of reap
praisement after you were ill? 

A. Well, sir, at this date, I cannot 
remember all the minute details of 
transactions several years before. 

Q. Who ca.shed that check, Mr. Robi
son? 

A. I did not know. You say my 
endorsement was on it? 

Q. Can you make any statement, Mr. 
Robison, of what you used that $1000.00 
for? I am not talking about a general 
statement. I want to know the par· 
ticular use you made of the proceeds of 
that check? 

A. As to whether I bought tires, gaso-

line, et cetera, certainly I cannot recall 
now. 

Q. Well, a thousand dollars worth 
of tires would be a considerable bunch 
of tires, would it not, Mr. Commis
sioner? Do you mean to say that you 
cannot tell the particular items for 
which that $1000.00 was expended at 
this time? 

A. No, except I can state that it was 
used for expenses incident to the re
appraisement of that land. 

Q. And you have no idea why you 
drew that amount of money represented 
by that check, out of the bank account, 
that J. T. Robison Special account, be
fore you started on your jonrney? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do yon know whether you put 

that thousand dollars in your pocket, 
or whether you deposited it in some 
other bank? 

A. Well, it seems to me that I put a 
lot of it in my pocket and spent it on 
the road. 

Q. You have no independent recollec
tion at this time as to whether you put 
that money in your pocket and spent it 
in this reappraisement work, or just 
what you did with that or what you 
bought with it? 

A. (No answer.) 
Q. Now, then, I baud you a check 

dated October 14, 1925. That is the 
check to which I referred you. Can you 
tell hy examining that check, or by any 
other means, who received the $1000.00 
on that check? 

A. I would assume that I did. 
Q. It is more than an assumption, 

isn't it, Mr. Robison? 
A. Yes, sir, because there is no other 

signature on it. 
Q. Yet you have no recollection, and 

your records do not show, and you do 
not recall any information about what 
l!ecame of that money? 

A. None whatever. 
Q. You suggested that it might have 

been used for expenses on the road. The 
1·ecord discloses numerous other checks 
giYen shortly after that time, cashed 
by you. In tbe event that is correct, 
it would be evident to your mind that 
this thousand-dollar check was not given 
for expenses on the road, wouldn't it t 

A. I do not know that I would reach 
the same conclusion that you do. 

Q. It is your conclusion I am asking 
for, Mr. Robison. 

A. But you ask ~e to reach your 
conclusion. 

Q. No, sir, I just want yours. I 
will put it this way: If you drew that 
money out to pay your expenses, cash 
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out of your pocket, as you were making 
this reappraisement, how did it happen 
that you issued these other checks on 
the road so soon after you left Austin 
to go back on that work of reappraise· 
ment? 

A. Needed the money for expenses. 
Q. Do you have any idea what these 

expenses were for? 
.A. They were very heavy. 
Q. Patently so. Have you any idea 

the particular use you made · of those 
checks that were subsequently issued 
while you were out on the road? 

A. I do not know what they were 
for, except for expenses while out on 
the field on this reappraisement work. 

Q. I have an 'outline, Mr. Robison, 
that I cannot follow exactly, but I want 
to take up with you at this time the 
I. G. Yates six hundred and nine-dollar 
check. Where were you when Mr. Yates 
gave you that check? 

A. At the Angelus Hotel, San An
gelo, Texas. 

Q. You had recently gone to the 
hotel in company with Mr. Yates from 
Pecos county? 

A. Yes, sir, rode there in an auto
mobile with Mr. Hill and Louis Farr. 

Q. You had been out to the Pecos 
county oil field with Mr. Yates, in the 
performance of your official duties? 

A. I had not gone there with them, 
but I had notified them and others that 
I would be out there at a certain time, 
and if they desired to be there I would 
be glad to have them meet me there. 

Q. What was the object of your 
visit there at that time in company 
with those men-what official business 
were you on at that time? 
· A. Well, parties had filed on sup

posed vacancies in the oil field com
monly known as the Yates Field. I 
had denied the existence of the vacan
cies. 1 Other parties were interested,' 
and they were there and wanted me to 
personal!y inspect the lines and corners. 
With the view of determining whether 
there were vacancies or not in that 
field. At that time, before I went out 
there, I notified all parties at interest 
that I would be out there at a certain 
time. If they desired to do so, they 
could meet me there. Some of them 
did meet me. We went over the situa
tion, and then, the only transportation 
I had to get back was in an automo
bile with_ these gentlemen, from the 
Yates Field: to San Angelo. 

Q. In other words, you were out 
there for the purpose of determining 
whether or not Mr. Yates owned all the 
land or whether- or not there were va-

cancies as claimed by other parties, 
existing. 

A. No, sir, I could not determine 
whether Mr. Yates owned it, or some
one· else. 

Q. I am afraid that you misunder
stood my question. If this was not 
the busine..s you were engaged in while 
you were out there at that particular 
time. To determine whether or not 
a vacancy, or certain vacancies existed 
in that field. Not with reference to 
you determining this finally or not. 
Was not that the object of your visit 
out there at that time?· 

A. Not exactly.. The parties who 
had filed on these vacant lands, had had 
a great deal of surveying done. Other 
parties had had a great deal of sur
veying done, and each of them filed 
claims to show what they claimed to 
he the original corners and the new 
corners that they had established, and 
they sought to ascertain what my con
clusions a-bout it were. 

Q. So they wanted you, as Commis
sioner, to give your conclusion as to 
that after -inspecting these corners, as 
to whether or not there were any va
cancies in that tract? 

A. They were seeking awards to va
cant lands. 

Q. And vou were there for the pur
pose of passing on the question whether 
you would make any award or would 
not make any award? 

A. I was there for the purpose of 
looking at· the landmarks that were 
then in existence. 

Q. And expecting to use that infor
mation in determining whether or not 
vacancies existed? 

A. As a part of the facts on which 
t,o base a conclusion, if it became nec
essary to go into the question of the 
existence or non-existence of vacancies. 

Q. That answers my question; thank 
you. Counsel asked you about a gift 
of about $100, made to you· by Mat
thews. You recall the question, I 
take it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You testified that, so far as you 

believed, Matthews had not had any 
matter pending before the Land Office, 
or before you as Commissioner, prior 
to that time? 

A. No, I didn't say that exactly. 
Q. Juat what did ·you say, Mr. Robi

son, in that regard? 
A. I said if Mr. Matthews had had. 

any business or transaction with the 
Land Office for many years, I personally 
have no recollection of it. I will add 
this to that answer: When I first was 
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in the Lnnd Office. he was 11 rand1man 
in the country and lnHI hn•in1•ss deal
ings tht're t.hrough his altorrwys. 

Q. Now, doe-< that ,tut<' it fnirly. 
Mr. flobison? 

A. As far as I r<'<•all. 
Q. All right. :-\ow, to n'fn•,Ji your 

recullt""('tion. 1 will u~k \"ott if it is 11ot 
true that Pat Casev. t;f t->an Antonio, 
wa~ )ilattlww:-.' ~011-f11-law. and isn't it 
t.rur that from t ht• Yl'tl r Hl:!ti to l n:!H, 
there has been a llli111l1t•r of tilings on 
varant land:-.. for 'ac·a111·i1·1" in :\lut
tht_.w~· bud i11 I h1cwk1111lJ \1111 ('Ollnty? 

A. Your statement is the first in
formation I have had of anything of 
the kind. I didn't k"now that hit Cnsey 
was ri•lated to ,J. A. :\latthcws. l h:n:e 
heard of Pat Casey-in fact, I have 
met him, hut l wouldn't know him if 
he were here. 

Q. Ye'. \\"ell, do you not re<'nll 
that the matter of vacancies in this 
l\latthew• land in Throckmorton county 
was ('011sidPrablv discussed and unde

0

r 
investigation in' the years from l!l:W 
to 1928? 

A. I haw no knowkdge of it. 
Q. Now, what time, did you say, 

Matthews gnve .Y'OU that $100 ! 
A. It was about Mardi. 192i. 
Q. 8ome time during the interven· 

ing time between ':.!tl and '2i? 
A. It was about )larch, 192i. 
Q. Now, going to that University 

least• n1atter, Commission<>r. about when 
was the aen·agt• you ad\'crtised for sale 
on January 2nd reduced 1 

A. It ,~·as, if you mean to ask when 
I attcmpt,-d to '~itlulraw some of it,-

Q. 1'o, sir, I don't think that is 
exactly what I am asking about. You 
testified that, in respon"'· to a n•qn1•st 
by Senator Price, that 11 large amount 
of land he ad\·ertised,-you, at hi' re
quest, reduced the number of acres to 
be advertised. You recall what I am 
talking about? 

A. Senator Price requested, making 
a rough mental estimate, some quarter 
of a million acres to be advertised on 
the 2nd of ,January. 

Q. Now, my question is, about when 
was the acreage to be advertised for 
disposition at that time. reduced! 

A. Senator Price's request was made 
the 1st-about the !st of November, 
the list was sent to the printer on the 
10th of November, his letter was writ
ten on the 17th of November, I re
ceived the proof back from the printer 
some time, the 20th of November, cor
rected, and upon his letter I changed 
the date of all the lands in excess of 
the 84 tracts that have been testified 

here this morning to a later date than 
the 2nd of January, reducing bi;i special 
l'l'f(Ul'st t<> some approximately 50,000 
lll'l't'S. 

Q. It was just the date I was inter
,.,t,•d in, :\lr. Hobison. 

A. That was when I corrected the 
proof, some time the lll-'lt half of No
\'emlX'r. 

Q. Then the ad,·ertisement or no.tice 
required by the act was sent out about 
Wht'n 1 

A. I will make this statement in 
l'on11Pl'tion with it, and I think it will 
clarify it probably: At the time, I 
l'liminated from the 2nd of March per
haps 200,000 acres, with the permis
sion or request of Senator Price. I 
also changed the date on all the other 
lands that I had theretofore fixed com
ing between the l!nd of March and the 
ltith, which was by the request of the 
Board of Hegents of the University; 
thm I returned the lists of the lands 
to the printer, and they began to de
liver them to the Land Office in the 
completed form the 5th of December. 

Q. Xow, it was after that time that 
you sav you heard the first protest in 
referc·n:·e to selling or offering those 
leases for sak on January 2nd? 

A. I stat~d that Bob Holliday, of El 
Paso. had written me about the mat
tl'r in a general way, in October, just 
lwfore and just after the decision of 
the Suprenw Court in the ca-the 
Tlll•isen l'nse. Then Judge Batts was 
in the oflke in the !utter part of Oc
tober, wanting me to go look at lands 
11ul lell-'\es, etc., University lands, in 
Pec·os county, and I explained to him my 
aetion then in placing University lands 
on the market, and he and I discussed 
the matter. Those occasions were the 
first mention of it. 

(~. You first reduced tlw property 
. to be adnrtised and disposed of on 
.Jnnunry l!nd down to about 103,000 
acres! 

A. Well, I say ahout 100,000, just 
in round figures. I don't know how 
many acres you have got there. 

Q. Now, was that done before the 
fir8t ad,·ertisements were sent! 

A. There wasn't but one advertise
nwnt sent out-that was the list in a 
c·on1pleted form deli\'ered to the Land 
Office on the 5th of December. 

Q. All right. 
A. And completed delivery about a 

week later. • 
Q. Well, now, did you attempt to 

postpone or change the date of sale of 
any of this 100,000 acres of land T 

A. I did. 
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Q. When! 
A. I guess it must have been the 

1st---about the 1st day of December, 
1929. 

Q. What is the approximate amount 
of acreage to which you reduced it? 

A. I had-but I had stated before 
that I would do so, and on that date 
was the date that I took the action. 

Q. Now, to what was the acreage 
reduced after this notice to postpone 
was given? 

A. Approximately 100,000 acres re
duced to approximately 50,000 acres, as 
I recall it, about the--might have been 
the last day of December, and leased 
on the 1st day of January. 

Q. Now, that 50,000 acres, more or 
less, was the land described in the Price 
letter to you individually? 

A. That which was::i't attempted to 
be postponed was described in Mr. 
Price's letter. 

Q. You have testified that in the 
conversation between yourself and the 
Attorney General, you agreed in sub
stance that if he would give you a de
partmental, well considered opinion, 
properly authenticated, stating the au
thorities, to the effect that you had 
the right to postpone these sales, you 
would do so, did you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He had. stated to you before that 

time that that was his personal and 
final judgment expressed in the con
ference? 

A. That was his opinion expressed 
in the conference. 

Q. Your own opinion as to your atti· 
tude in that matter at that time was 
definitely and finally formed, wasn't it? 

A. I had investigated the matter the 
very best that I could, and had reached 
the conclusion I had no power to unde> 
what had been done. 

Q. And that opinion was as definite
ly formed in your mind at that time 
as it has ever been since! 

A. That opinion was subject to be 
overcome by the Attorney General or 
anyone else who could show me author
ity that I had the power. 

Q. The Attorney General did give 
you the letter in evidence, did he not? 

A. He did, but cited no authority 
except. the Theisen case, which, I have 
already said, was mandatory upon me 
to p_roceed when specific request was 
made. 

Q. In any event, the opinion formu
lated by the Attorney General's Depart
ment was not considered by you, and 
you declined to follow it? 

A. I declined to accept it, in the first 

place it had not complied with the con
ditions of the law; in. the second place, 
it contained no reason except the fact 
that the power to put the lands on the 
market implies the power to withdraw 
them. 

Q. Did you at that time entertain 
the same view as to Mr. Pollard's 
opinion that you afterwards expressed 
as to Governor Moody's statement to 
you at Dilley,-that is, that the opinion 
was puerile? 

A. I didn't say-you mean what 
Governor Moody said? 

Q. Yes? 
A. I don't think I said that Gov

ernor Moody said any opinion was 
puerile. 

A. No, I don't think you did, either. 
But did you not say that the opinion 
expressed hy Governor Moody at the 
Dilley conference was perfectly puerile? 

A. I don't think I said that that 
way. 

Q. Just what did you say as to what 
regard you had for Moody's opinion as 
a lawyer? 

A. I didn't say anything about it. 
I may have said that General Pollard's 
opinion that the power to put them on 
the market implied the power to take 
them off was puerile. 

Q. In response to Senator Price's 
questions, you testified you destroyed no 
records relative to this one cent per 
acre fund-in the first place, I believe 
you said you kept none? 

A. I kept en tries of all the moneys 
received. 

Q. You kept none as to disburse
ments. But now the amount of checks 
that you delivered to the auditors is 
far short of the total number of checks 
issued. Have you any idea how those 
checks happened to be lost? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did it happen? 
A. In all my life I Rave never kept 

cancelled checks, and those checks that 
I have are by pure accident, happened 
to be received in my absence, and were 
placed by employes or others in the 
Land Office on my desk and lay there, 
and when called for, I searched every 
possible place and delivered them every 
check available. I don't keep deposit 
slips, I have a pass book, I don't keep 
cancelied 'checks, I have never done so. 

Q. You did not intend, then, to keep 
any of these checks? 

A. Nor did I intend. to wilfully de
stroy them for the purpose of covering 
up anything; but I handled them as I 
have always handled my other affairs. 

Q. Then, as I understand you, you 
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were disbl!rsing this large one cent per 
acre fund of $70,000 approximately, and 
the only record or memorandum you 
have had in reference to it was can
celled checks, and you took no pains 
and had no intention of keeping them-is 
that true T , I 

A. No. And I had no intention--· 
Q. (Interrupting.) No. you don't 

answer my question, please. sir-answer 
it, please, sir! 

A. Repeat it. 
Q. I say, you expended this fund of 

$70,000, approximately, keeping no rec
ord personally, except these cancelled 
checks, and under those facts you had 
no in ten ti on to keep the cancelled 
-checks and no intention of doing so,
now, please answer whether that is 
true or not! 

A. I had no intention about the 
matter one way or the other. The sim
ple facts are they were disbursed just 
in the ordinary way that I had always 
-disposed of cancelled checks. 

Q. The question is, then, what de
gree of care did you exercise to enable 
you to account for this fund and show 
your expenditures, just what degree of 
ea re did y;iu exercise in that regard T 

A. I knew how much money I hacl 
received-I knew, whether I kept books 
or did not keep books, none of it was 
expended for anything except proper 
expenses incident to the reappraisement 
of the land, and I would know ~ow much 
money was on hand when I paid all ex
penses, and that amount would be the 
money to be returned to either the State 
or to the owners of the land, as the 
ease might be. 

Q. Now, is that your last and posi· 
tive and final explanation of that mat
ter! 

A. And just as you would do, if a 
client would give you $100 to go some
where, for expense money, you would 
start with $100, you would get back, 
you would know you had $25 in your 
pocket, you knew you had spent $75, 
and that is what you would charge him 
up with. 

Q. My last question was, is the ex· 
planation you have made your last and 
positive and final explanation of how 
you handled the distribution of this 
cne cent per acre fund! 

A. Well, if you could frame the ques
tion differently, it might be answered 
in different words. 

Q. I clcm't want to frame it different
ly, I want to frame it that way and 
want it answered. 

A. To the question you have asked, 
I have given you an answer. 

Q. That auditOr's report shows some
thing over $12,000 not deposited in any 
bank. Do you know whether that 
amount is substantially correct or not T 

A. I do not. 
Q. Now, there was a considerable 

sum that was never deposited by you 
in 'any depository from this one cent 
per acre fund! 

A. That is true. 
Q. What do you estimate that you 

collected and did not deposit in any de
pository out of that fund! 

A. I make no estimate. 
Q. Have you no idea about it! 
A. No, sir. A great deal of money 

was paid to me out in the field; I 
cashed the checks and used them as ex
pense money as I went along in the 
road, I would report it to the office and 
they would endorse in the proper place, 
"Paid." 'While in Austin, and needing 
it, not having time, or whatever might 
be the cause, instead of taking the 
checks to the bank, depositing them and 
drawing the amount, I would put them 
in my pocket and cash them as I went 
along the road, the same as I would 
cash it at the window of the bank when 
making deposit-having more than I 
wanted to carry, I would cash them at 
windows when deposited, and then later 
draw it out. 

Q. Didn't your application blank 
there require that the request for re
a ppraisement be in writing and mailed 
to Austin and check for the one cent 
per acre to accompany it, wasn't that 
your regulation and your method of get
ting these applications and money for 
making the reappraisement with! 

A. If you care to do so, we will in
troduce one. (Handing a blank form to 
counsel.) 

Q. Well, can't you answer my ques
tion, Mr. Robison, whether or not your 
usual method of receiving applications 

. for rea ppraisement and collecting the 
money for it, weren't the applications to 
be accompanied with checks! 

A. That is one-it didn't require it 
to be deposited with checks, they could 
pay the money in cash, post office or
ders, or any other form. 

Q. And the way you administered 
that fund, a fellow could make appli
cation to you way out in the pasture, 
not in writing, and pay you the money 
-and you would do that occasionally, 
accept the money and make no note 
of it,-is that what you did T 

A. I didn't say that. 
Q. Well, I ask you if it is not true 

that you did that some time! 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Describe to the committee the 

usual and customary method of receiv
ing applications away from Austin and 
-collecting the fund for reappraisement. 

A. I would meet up with a party, 
he tells me he applied for revaluation 
-0f his land, and he would give me the 
·money as a fee in a check, or cash, or 
-whatever form he wanted to give it in, 
I would take it and report it back 

·to the office; his request in writing for 
the revaluation would be forwarded to 
the office by himself. 

Q. In other words, he sent the appli
·cation and you kept the money and fee! 

A. Yes, sir, that was, I wouldn't for
_get to carry the papers with me and 
mail them for him. 

Q. You were not willing to risk the 
,papers in your possession, but you were 
willing to risk money in your posses

·sion, Commissioner, as I understand it? 
·A. Well, you understand wrong. 
Q. I will ask you about it then, why 

_you did not refuse to take the money 
.and refused to take the application! 

A. I didn't have time to attend to 
.. applications and do clerical work; but 
I could take his check and use it for 

--expense money, as the law. provided. 
Judge Freeman: In order to get the 

· form handed to me by the Commissioner 
·before the committee, I will offer it in 
evidence and read it. It is fastened in 

-& book and I cannot, therefore, deliver it 
to the Reporter. 

(At the request of counsel for pro
_ponents, the Reading Clerk read the 
.form of application for reappraisement 
as f9llows, towit) : 

List of Lands Forfeited in Gaines 
County, Texas. 

At the request of Jeff W. Ball, care 
. of Brownfield State Bank, Brownfield, 
·Texas. 

Austin, Texas, 6/21/27_ 

File 121175, Section S. P. T. 17. Block 
·C-31. S. P. T. Survey. 

Grantee, Public School. 
Acres 240. Total 240. 

J. H. WALKER, 
Acting Commissioner. 

The owner of the above described 
tract of land, at the date of forfeiture, 
-do hereby request its revaluation. 

. J. W. BALL. 

Date of Fee Payment: July 5, 1927. 
letter No_ 5052. 
Received July 5, 1927, 240. 

. Return to chief clerk. 

Q. Now, Commissioner, your record, 
if they were all handed out, would give 
that kind of detail as to the application 
and cost of reappraisement ! 

A. It would give that cost, the 
amount that they had-

Q. Well, it would give the informa
tion just read by the Reading Clerk, 
wouldn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Each instrument,-with all those 

details as to applications and receipts, 
vou made no kind of form and had no 
sort of system as to disbursements in the 
field nor othen-.ise, did you? 

A. Except by check. . 
Q. This money, then, you did not de

posit in the bank, whether it was $12,-
000.00 or what not, was just handled 
and disposed of by you by paying it 
out in cash in the field. You did not 
draw checks against the bank here in 
Austin for the money you had not de
posited in Austin, of course? 

A. Certainly not. 
Q. Yes, sir. There is this sum of ap

proximately $12,000.00 that you re
ceived in cash and paid out in cash, 
and there is nothing to show the item, 
or' the person from whom received, or 
what became of it? 

A. This book and its companion book 
will show from whom every doliar was 
received. 

Q. Now, you testified that a large 
sum of money would have been deposited 
in the State Treasury if the January 
sales had not been interrupted by in
junction. Isn't it true, Commissioner, 
that the very people who offered to pay 
that large sum of money are now liti
gating in that injunction for the privi
lege of bidding at the sale? 

A. They are insisting on their rights, 
yes, sir . 

Q. With these people maintaining 
litigation to obtain these leases at that 
price, I will ask you what is the basis 
for the prediction, for the conviction 
that the University will sustain great 
loss in the event those sales are not per
mitted to go through? 

A. All information and statements 
of that kind are purely speculative, by 
whomsoever made and indulged, in that 
line. I will say to you this table we 
had this morning shows that one man 
offered for one section of land in Crane 
county $711,000.00 more, for another 
section he offered, $820,000.00 more. I 
am told that hardly any one would take 
that except for speculative, trade pur
poses, at ten cents an acre . 
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Q. Now, you are not an oil man. are 
you? 

A. No, sir. I never had an interest 
in it in mv life. 

Q. The'~ people who •ne condurting 
this litigation are interested in oil and 
they are oil people. aren't they? 

A. l unden;t and t hev are. 
Q. Yes. Thev e\·identlv think. then
A. But the 'party I nientioned is not 

liti~ating. 
Q. \Yell, T didn't ask you about that 

parti<"ular party-let's gt't hark to my 
C)Ul'~tion. Tht• Ikg-Pnt'"' of the Univer~it;" 
of Texas 1 hink it is to the ad\·antage of 
the Pni,·crsity 1o ha,·e the'e sales po,t
pone<I. the Go\'t•rnor of Texas thinks 
that. th" _\ttornev General of Texas 
thinks U1;ll, th" 

0

Legislature of Texas 
thinks that. thP oil peopl·', "'far a' you 
k11ow, think that; a11d von entertain 
a clifft0 n'11t opinion and -s~y it i~ liable 
to re~nlt in a serious lo;-;s, Now. how <lo 
you figure that as prohahly C'orre<'t '! 

A. ~how nw whl're I haYc said so. 
Q. Then. vou do not sav that the 

l·11in:•rsity fn;Hl is in danger· of any lo~s 
by thi~ injunction, do yon~ 

A. I haYe >aid that anv statement of 
that kind from any oonr~c whatever is 
11urrly sprcttlati\·l'.~ formed on imagi11a
tion. and I ha1·en't heard but two Re
gt·nts expn•ss the Yicw that it would 
hp be~t to do what has hr1'!l done? 

Q. Xo. )Jr. Hobi~wn. thC'n-. was rrad 
in1o the re<'ord from Your te.-timonv be· 
forp the LP:-ri~Iati\·e ('omrnittee re~tain 
statement' ref!et·ting your attitude to
wards ill'l'Ppti11g gifts a11cl g-ratuitie~. 
You statt-d in oub,tan('e in there that, as 
a general rule. you think it is bad for 
pulilie otlieers to ar<'ept gifts? 

A. On the ab>tract question. I said 
that I <loulited its being a sound, whole
~ome public poli<'y. Hut r:mld thrn· Jw 
rir('um ... tanrrs nn<l contlit ions that woul<l 
cause r-.u('h in a given C'ase to be excused 
and condoned, and, if so, did the farts 
in my rase bring it within the exception 'I 
That is my testimony in that other 
hearit1g. 

Q. All right. Do you not still say 
and think it is dangerous to the pub
lic poli<-y for a public officer to be ac
cepting gifts and gratuities from people 
whom that officer has served and prob
ably will sen-e during the term of that 
officer? 

A. I have never stated it was dan
gerous. 

Q. Do you think it is not dangerous? 
A. I stated, and that is all the com

ment I have to make, as a general pub
lic policy. I doubt the wisdom of a pub-

lic officer b~ing the recipient, generally 
speaking, of gratuities, etc., from those 
with whom he is constantly dealing. 

Q. 1 didn't ask you, now, about your 
former statement. I asked you if you 
did not at this time think it is a dan· 
gerous public policy for public officers 
to r<'eein~ gift~ nrnl gratuities while 
sening in that office? 

A. I will not add to or take from my 
former statement. 

Q. Do you mean you are not willing 
to gi\·e this committee your opinion and 
judgment ahout that at this time! 

A. Do you want me to answer it? 
Q. Yes. sir. lily question is, are you 

willing to tell at this time this com
mitte~ investigating- this matter whether 
or not ~·ou think it is dangerous to the 
pulili<' poliry for public offirers to re
''"i' e gifts and gratuities while serving 
i11 o!lieP'! 

l\Ir. Bmith: l\lr. Chairman and Judge 
Sinb, the witness has answered that 
r1ue-tion two or three times. He has 
,(ated his former testimony. and says 
that he does not rare at 

0

this time to 
add to or take from it, and counsel 
(·ontinues a!-.king the same question. and 
1\e oh.it'd to it bdng asked any longer. 

tlu<lg-e Frrcman: I an1 urging the 
'flH':-<tion, if Your Honor please, because 
it is his present attitude that I am 
inh·restPd in. 

l\lr. Smith: And he has answered that 
'lucstion by saying that it was explained 
hy his former answer. 

lllr. Allen: We think he is evading 
it. in its pre,ent form, and we think 
we are entitled to a categorical answer 
to it. 

The \Yitucss: You are entitled to 
\'our roneln:o:ion. 
· .Judge Sinks: He iH stating what he 
thinks about it. 

Judge Freeman: No, sir, not what 
he thinks now. 

l\Ir. Smith: He has stated what he 
thought ahout it before the former com
mittee, and in his answer to this ques
tion he says he doesn't care to add to 
or take a\~ay from his former answer, 
and that is an answer to this question. 

Judge Sinks: \Yhat is your question? 
.Tuclg<' Freeman: My question, if Yo,ur 

Honor please, is, do you not think it 
at this time--cancel that- do you not 
at this time think it is a dangerous 
pol icy to the public for public officers 
still serving in office to accept gifts and 
gratuities from the people whom they 
serve and were at that time serving 1 

Judge Sinks: Now, Mr. Robison, you 
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can just answer that any way you see 
proper-any way you see proper. 

A. I have answered him in the" lan
guage of my first answer in the former 
investigation of this House Committee, 
and my answer was that I didn't care 
to add to or take from that statement. 
The question now is, do you think it 
is dangerous to public policy. I am not 
comm~nting upon or reaching any con
clusion as to the possibility of its being 
dangerous. 

Q. As I understand you, you think 
it is an unwise policy for public officers 
generally, but you think it is all right 
so far as you are concerned,-is that 
what you mean to say! 

A. I have answered the question as 
plainly and directly as I know how. 

Q. Do you expect in the future to 
continue to accept gifts and gratuities 
as you haYe done in the past and under 
those circumstances reflected by this 
testimony! 

Senator Price: Now, may it please 
the court, now, they are trying Mr. Rob
.ison here on past events. Now, they 
cannot ask for what he expects to do 
in the future. I think that the testi
mony ought to be confined to the rec
ord and to past events. 

Mr. Allen: Now, Judge Sinks, we 
will make this observation to be con
sidered in that connection: The ques
tion of the fitness of an officer for the 
position he holds, of course, will be 
determined by what he has done in the 
past; but his fitness for a position or 
place will be measured also by what he 
intends to do hereafter. That is the 
purpose of that question. 

Judge Sinks: I think he ought to 
confine it to the past, Gentlemen. It is 
speculating as to the future. 

Mr. Allen: All right. 
Q. How ,many of these form lettus, 

such as you sent to Tyler, have you sent 
out, or caused to be sent out, since the 
Legislative Committee reported! 

A. I couldn't even make an estima
tion, because they have been sent out, 
went out with the checks that remained 
unmailed. 

Q. Have you any idea how many peo
ple who received checks with that let
ter .have returned the checks to you 
uncashed 1 

A. I have not. 
Q. Estimate it? 
A. (No answer.) 
Q. Were there many or few? 
A. (No answer.) 
Q. My question is, Mr. Robison, 

since the Legislative Committee reported 

and you sent out this form letter, with 
return checks,-isn't it true that many 
people have returned checks to you? 

A. A few have. 
Q. Have you kept those checks? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have no intention of not 

keeping them. have you; in other words, 
you accept that money as your property? 

A. I am holding them for the present. 
Q. For what purpose are you holding 

them? 
A. (No answer.) 
Q. Do you prefer not to answer, Mr. 

Robison? If you do, I will withdraw it, 
unless you desire to answer the question 
it will be withdrawn and we will pass it! 

A. (No answer.) 
Q. Now, prior to the time the Legis

lative Investigating Committee met, 
there had been returned to you in cash 
checks to the amount of over $6i00.00. 
You still have those checks? 

A. I haYe all the checks that were 
returned to me. 

Q. Do you intend to keep and appro
priate to your own use the amount rep
resented by those checks? 

A. ~'hatever remains in that account 
after the last checks are presented will 
be my money. 

Q. Your statement is that you have 
no private interest in it when it is re
cei,·ed, but you expect to conclude the 
matter with pril·ate ownership of what
ever is left of the fund, and not check 
it out, is that right 1 

A. If the checks that have been re
turned are sufficient to cover it. 

Q. You say you deposited some money 
obtained from sheep in the spring of 
1928-March 6, 1928. Did you pay cash 
for those sheep when you bought them? 

A. Not all of them. 
Q. From what fund did you-I mean, 

was that your individual money or did 
you take it out of some of this one cent 
per acre fund when you bought those 
sheep? 

A. Out of my individual money. 
Q. You sold the sheep in 1927, I be

lieve the record shows, doesn't it? 
.A. I think that is the date of that 

check. 
Q. You made the deposit on March 

6, 1928. Why the delay! 
A. You don't understand. 
Q. Well, if I don't, I beg your par

don-I want to get it clear, and if I 
am in error about it, I would thank you 
to make the matter plain, to make the 
explanation? 

.A. I bought the sheep in the summe1 
of 1927; bought land in the fall of 1927, 
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fed them out during the winter. sold 
them on the Fort Worth market in 
March, 1928, and deposited the pro
ceeds in the Texas Bank & Trust Com
pany in special account. 

Q. You mean. Commissioner, that 
you deposited the money promptly after 
you received it? 

A. Certain!\-. 
Q. \Veil, I 'misunderstood. and I beg 

your pardon. lJ<'eausc I was in error in 
that respect. Xow. die! you deposit that 
thirtv-two hundred odd dollars to take 
up ;,1oney which you had theretofore 
checked out of that special account for 
pri,·ate u~e.s: 

A. YPs. sir. But hadn't checked 
out that much. 

Q. How mud1 had you checked out, 
aliont ~ 

A. Ar«ording to the faets, as I can 
get them together, up till the time these 
refund checks began to come back to 
me, I had checked out $30i0.00. 

Q. You had checked out $:lOi0.00, ac
cording to your estimation of this one 
cent per acre fund. for your private and 
individual use, is that correl't? 

A. Yes, sir, and placed it back in 
that one check $3218.86. 

Q. When did you begin cheeking out 
of the one cent per acre fund for your 
prh·ate me-didn't you begin in 1925 ! 

A. I believe I drew one check in 1925 
on that fund. 

Q. And paid it hack in 1928, accord-
ing to your contention? 

A. Yes. sir. 
Q. ls that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then, in addition to keeping no 

record of your disbursements, Commis
sioner, arcording to your own admis
sion. prior to 1928, you had borrowed 
$3000.00 of the one cent per acre fund 
for your pri,·ate uses, is that true 1 

A. No, I didn't say that. 
Q. Well, how much did you borrow 

and chetk out for your private uses 1 
A. I said to NO\·ember 1st-I mean 

to the time, to September l•t, '28, I 
had drawn out $:l0i0.00. 

Q. Did you not testify before the 
committee that you had deposited sev· 
era] salarv checks, or a few salary 
-che1·ks in that special account? 

A. I at that time thought of taking 
and putting two "alary checks in there, 
-no, at the time I wasn't quite sure 
about that, but I thought I did remem· 
ber it. 

Q. Well, was that done intentionally 
-0r through inadvertence? 

A. Intentionally. 

Q. What was the occasion or neces
'ity for depositing those salary checks T 
Wa,; that to take up money you had bor
rowed out of the fund for private uses? 

A. It might and might not have been 
-it might have been a matter of con
venience for me, having to go to one 
bank, instead of haYing to go there and 
then to the other one. 

Q. Now, you also testified, did you 
not, that you deposited the proceeds of 
the sale of some wool, amounting to 
from $500.00 to $800.00, in that special 
account? 

A. That was my recollection. 
Q. Why did you do that? 
A. I thought I had drawn out a lit

tle of that fund-I know I had drawn 
out a little of that fund. 

Q. Now, let us figure a minute. What 
was the exact amount of the proceeds 
oi the sale of the sheep-$3207.001 

A. $3218.86. 
Q. Your best estimation is that you 

deposited at least $500.00, and perhaps 
$S00.00, from the proceeds from the sale 
of wool? 

A. I doubt if it was more than 
$500.00. 

Q. Say $500.00. Then, in the event 
you deposited two salary checks,-that 
would be $416.66, wouldn't it? 

A. In the event I put them there, 
yes, sir. 

Q. I will ask you if this is not true, 
that you made those deposits to take up 
money which you admit that you had 
borrowed from that fund for private 
uses? 

A. And I recall another $7 5.00 check. 
Q. Assuming that that total is cor

rect, I will ask you if it is not true 
that you had withdrawn from the one 
cent per acre fund, for your private and 
individual use, o\·er $4200.00, and that 
you made these · deposits, as a matter 
of fact, to take up the amount you had 
thus borrowed 1 

A. That is not true. 
Q. Make your statement full and 

complete and as true and as exact as 
you can, stating the facts in that re
gard. 

A. I have done that. 
Q. In other words,, you don't desire 

to make any further statement about 
it? 

A. I think I have answered it fully. 
Q. \Vhy did you put over $4200.00 

back in the account to take up a. de
ficit of only $3000.00? 

A. The smaller amounts there were 
placed there early, not being enough 
to cover what I had drawn out. I had 
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the one check of $3200.00. Instead of 
going and collecting the cash on that, 
or depositing it somewhere else, as a 
matter of convenience, I deposited the 
whole check there so as to have ample 
funds to cover all of them. 

Q. These deposits were made in 
1928. Now, why did you not deter
mine the exact amount that you had 
checked out before there and used for 
private purposes, and deposit the check 
there to cover that balance? 

A. I have answered you that one 
check was ioo much for all, and as a 
matter of convenience I deposited it 
as a whole. 

Q. In otl1er words, you intentionally 
and knowingly commingled your pri
vate funds with this trust fund you 
he!d of the one cent per acre .for col
lection? 

A. If you want to put it that way, 
that is true--that is to say, that I put 
my private funds in that fund. 

Q. Do you not know that it is en
tirely unusual and bad policy to mix 
private funds with any sort of trust 
funds? 

A. That is a conclusion that people 
might differ on, depending on their pur
pose, intention, etc. 

Q. So far as your practice is con
~erned, you thought it was a good pol
icy, and you now approve what you 
did,-is that true! 

A. I had no thought about it, 
whether it was a wise or unwise pol
icy; I knew what I ought to have in 
the fund, I knew what ought to be 
put in it, I covered every cent that I 
had taken out, and that should have 
been the end of it; not a cent of it 
was due in excess of what I put in. 

Q. All right. You heard Judge 
Halley testi'ry, did you not, that when 
you were out in that country, where he 
said there wasn't a farm in the coun
try, you were seeking to borrow money 
to take up some indebtedness you 
owed? 

A. I didn't say that, nor is it a 
fact that I was out there trying to 
borrow money to take up any indebt
edness nor to make any investments. 

Q. Judge Halley did say that you 
spoke to him about making a loan, is 
that true or not? 

A. When I was out there in that 
country, Judge Hal!ey and I would al
ways go together, we would talk about 
farming, ranching, etc., generally. I 
remarked to him then it was my pur
pose to get me some lambs, if I could, 
and feed them out. 

Q. You didn't say anything about 

borrowing money out there to pay some 
indebtedness you owed on your home
stead. did you? 

A. I did not. Nor did Judge Hal
ley testify that I did. 

Q. Did you say anything to Hal!ey 
about borrowing money for any pur
pose out there? 

A. I did not. I spoke in the way 
I mentioned, in talking farming and 
ranching generally, I was telling what I 
expected to do on ihe little farm was 
to get calves and lambs and feed them 
out if I could get the funds to buy 
them with. 

Q. You didn't say anything to Hal
ley, then, about borrowing money from 
anybody out there in that country? 

A. I don't think Judge Halley in
tended to say that-that I did. 

Q. If he did say it, he was in 
error? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, how long after that oc

curred was it that he brought that 
check and gave it to your chief clerk 
to pay off the indebtedness on your· 
home? 

A. I expect that occurrence pos
sibly was at the time I was there, about 
early in December, 1925; I don't re
member to have been with Judge Hal
ley ont there any other time. 

Q. About how long was that before· 
Walker told you that this indebtedness 
on yoUl' farm had been paid off? 

A. I learned the indebtedness had 
been paid off some time during middle· 
of the year of 1927. 

Q. Now, yon spoke of rendering 
some service 'ror George West in plat
ting a farm of his. Was that a service· 
that you could charge for? · 

A. I stated Mr. West had made a 
request to the Land Office for copies. 
of field not~s. working sketches, etc., 
to he compiled from the records of 
the office, and they were compiled a~d 
furnished him for the statutory price 
and fee. 

Q. Did he pay you those fees for 
that service? 

A. I haven't looked at the books, 
but I assume that he did; the fees. 
wouldn't come to me or any other em
ploye of the Land Office, they went into· 
the general revenue of the State Treas
ury. 

Q. Anyway, your acquaintance with 
Mr. West was such as arose out of 
that service, and he afterwards sent 
you this letter and gave you this deed t 

A. I didn't say that that was given 
to me for ·services rendered in the Land 
Office. 
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Q. l'\o, I didn't mean to say you 
did. lily question is, your only ac
quaintance with \Vest was sud1 ac
quaintance as you had with hin1 a~ 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Olliee. until you ""'nt down to S>in 
Antonio and ~1·ent. into that. line brick 
house, or st01w hou:-0e---that is true, 
isn't it? 

A. l"ntil I hat! calh•1l on him for 
about twenty or thirt1· minut .. s one 
morning. I 

0

hncl llC'\·er · Rrrn thr. man 
in m1· life hut hat! talked to him num· 
lwrs ·{1f ti111P~ on:ir the phone. 

Q. In any <•n•nt, after that acquaint
ann~ lirtwPPll vou and him, hr :o;f'nt you 
thi-. mmwy :11{U you took it-this fa.rm, 
I mPatl. aud You took it? 

A. :\. ftt·r I saw l\Ir. \\'pst that morn
inf!. T neHt' saw him until he called 
on ntl' while I was in the hospital, and 
then only one time. those are the onlv 
two tim~s that I c1·cr saw him, and 

0

I 
11ev<'r had any lm~iness dPalin_!!s with 
him J'l'l">ona 11~". 

Q. To whom did you owe the in
debtedness on your homestead that 
Halley ancl \Yalker together paid off! 

A. The Fet!<'ral Land Bank. 
Q. Of Houston 1 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. \\"1u; that the deht vou were 

worrying aliout whPn your fri~nds came 
in and yon looked so disconsolate and 
downh<>a

0

rted and blue? 
A. That wa< the date I had in 

mind. 
Q. How long had you had that I0an 

on your property? 
A. I had it on the property five 

years. 
Q. I "·ill ask ~·ou if it is not true

you made applieation for it yourself? 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. What was the amount of install

ment due at the time you were sitting 
in there, ""'rrying? 

A. I don't recall, !mt there had been 
numbers of times before that I would 
have to borrow money to pay due in
stallments. 

Q. It wasn't as much as $2250.00, 
was it 1 

A. l\o, sir. 
Q. Didn't you have the right to pay 

that in about thirtv annual install
nwnts, to hp applied' to principal and 
interest, semi-annually? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do "\'ou remember how much 

each semi-a.n1111al installment was? 
A. I do not. 
Q. Was there any installment then 

in arrears? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many? 
A. The one. 
ll. .Just the one! Somethinu like 

one-thirtieth of the neeessary a
0
mount 

to redeem that debt! 
A. Yes, sir. l3ut, you understand, 

Judge, a man who has nothing, one 
dollar is as mueh to him as is a much 
larger amount to a man who has more. 

Q. It was less than $80.00, wasn't 
it-the installment that was due? 

A. One dollar is more to a man who 
has nothing than it means to a man 
who has $999,000.00. 

Q. \\'ell, vou still had this one cent 
per acre fu1i'd you could check on and 
borrow from, like you had been all the 
time. \\"h~· were you worrying if you 
eou ld check on your one cent per acre 
fund and use it? 

A. I resent your imputation that I 
used that one ecnt per acre fund im
properly. 

Q. Did you not say you checked it 
out for prhate purposes? 

A. But you say I paid off a mort
ga~e on-

(). What is the difference between 
using it-

A. The insinuation implied in your 
t1m•stion. 

Q. \Veil. I ask vou, what is the 
diff!'rence in your mind in paying the 
$H0.00 debt to the Federal Farm Bank, 
and paying out ir3ooo.oo for private in
diviclual use, what distinction do you 
make? 

A. The $3000.00 was checked out. 
\). I ask ~·ou what distinction you 

make in checking nut $80.00 to apply 
on one debt. and checking out more 
than $~000.UO for prirnte and indi
ddual use, where does the insinuation 
come in 1 

A. The insinuation is implied in 
your question. 

Q. Yes, sir, just state where the 
insinuation is? 

A. There is no difference whether 
~·ou pay it for one party or for an
other, and if you pay it back, there is 
nothing improper in it. 

Judge Fn•eman (to counsel for re-
spondent) : You may conduct the re-
direct examination. 

Redirect Examination. 

(By Senator Price) : 
Q. llfr. Robison, it was brought out 

on cross-examination that you first 
bought a Ford car to be used in reap
prai;dng these lands, that you drove it 
for something like 17,000 miles and de
cided to get a larger car. Now, you 
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bought a Buick car, did you not, Mr. 
Robison! 

A. Yes, sir, trading the Ford in 
on it. 

Q. Then you used this Buick car to 
reappraise those lands, then, didn't 
y:ou? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was a new car, when you 

bought the Buick-the Buick was, 
wasn't it! 

A. It was. 
Q. And you drove it the rest of the 

time that you reapprai·sed lands, didn't 
you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, you stated this afternoon 

in response fo Judge Freeman, that you 
were continuing to use that Buick car 
now after the reappraisement had 
ceased, didn't you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Robison, when this re

appraisement work was e:ided, I will 
ask you did you take any of your pri
vate funds and purchase that car? 

A. I allowed $500 .. 00 for it out of 
my private funds that I had put in 
that account. 

Q. You mean after your work was 
finished and you had driven that car 
something like 50,000 miles! 

A. Fifty-five. 
Q. Fifty-five thousand miles? Then 

you appraised its value at $500.00, and 
paid that much of your private fund 
into this Special fund? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So that since 'that time you had 

claimed the car as your own! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And gave $500.00 for it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, then, in connection with 

this Federal Farm Loan,-you are ac
quainted, are you not, with the fact, 
Mr. Robison, that those deeds of trust 
uniformly provide that failure to pay 
any installment, or any annual- or semi
annual interest, shall, at the election 
of the mortgagee, mature and make 
due and payable all the indebtedness? 

A. Yes, sir. And they had several 
times threatened me with proceedings 
if I did not pay, when I was pressed 
financially. 

Q. In other words, it meant if you 
didn't make an annual payment, or an 
installment, or an interest payment, 
that the bank could, if it wanted to, 
foreclose the whole amount on you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Senator Price: Here is an unsigned 

question here sent up by some member. 
Was it sent to you, Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Smith: A page gave it to me. 
Senator Price: I wish they would 

sign their names to them. 
Q. Some member wants to know if 

the State ever furnished a car for the 
stated use of the Land Office before ·the 
Act of 1925? 

A. The State has never furnished to 
this day an automobile for the General 
Land Office. 

Q. And this payment for this auto
mobile, or these two automobiles, did 
not come out of the money appropri
ated by the State, did it? 

A. It did not. 
Q. But came out of the landowners' 

one cent per acre fund? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, J\Ir. Robison, I believe you 

stated that you figured out that travel
ing in an automobile, that is, to pur
chase an automobile and use it, would 
cost that fund less money than traveling 
by ra ii road and paying your expenses 
out of the fund? 

J\ir. Allen : You went over that very 
fully. He has testified to that. 

Mr. Price: Yes, but I wanted this 
brought out for the benefit of that mem
ber. That is all. 

Recross Examination. 

Mr. Freeman: I overlooked asking 
numerous questions asked by members. 

(By Mr. Freeman) : 
Q. Mr. Robison, these are questions 

that I am reading to you upon the re
quest of members. With the absence of 
any bookkeeping system on the one cent 
per acre fund, as shown by the evidence, 
how do you know that the amount you 
tendered back to the landowners was 
the correct amount? 

A. I answered that by saying I knew 
how much I received, and I knew how 
much was left, and I knew the difference 
was used in legitimate and proper ex
penses for which it was provided to be 
expended. 

Q. The next question is: Is your at
titude toward the acceptance of gifts 
and gratuities by a State officer the 
same as expressed by you when you 
testified before the investigation com
mittee, as shown by the transcript 
thereof as read in evidence in this hear
ing? 

A. I have repeated a few moments 
ago, in response to your question, the 
same statement I made to the former 
investigating committee. My attitude is 
reflected in that answer, and I repeat 
it to you. 

Q. I read to you the following, Mr. 
• 
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Robison: We would like to know how 
many assistants he used in the field 
in ~aking rcappraisements and how 
much he paid each per day? I will read 
it again: We woulrl like to know how 
many assistants he used in the field in 
making rrnppraisemPnts anrl how much 
he paid ead1 per da~·? 

A. I had norH• employed r<•gularly in 
the fielrl, cxcqit m<1't of till' time one 
party to dri1·c the <'ar. There were oc
casi,ms whrn thr particular trnet. of 
land were in out of the way places, and 
roads were dim. or no roads. and I would 
have to Pmploy ,ome one to go there and 
show nw wlll'rc to find the land. How 
mud1 I woultl pay them of course to
day I don't know. but I paid them for 
their :..<'rd<·l's. 

Q. Isn't Fred Proctor in the law de
partment of the Texas Company or 
Gulf Company? Ile is one of the gentle
men I r<'<'all that :\Ir. \Yest seems to 
h11 ,.,. nuHlc• a gift to of land? 

C\Ir. Cllo>e': I didn't catch that ques
tion. 

Q. Irn't Fn•d Proctor in the law de
partment of the Texas Company or Gulf 
Company? 

A. I don't know what company he is 
in. I know numhers of Procto", but not 
one from the other. 

Q. This is a series of questions that 
I think I <·an get before you better by 
substance than by reading them. You 
testified that you gave a check for .$78.00 
for insurance upon one of your cars. The 
questions are how many different kinds 
of automobile imuran<"e were covered by 
that policy? 

A. I can't be certain about the terms, 
but that was fire. accident, tlwft. and 
probably some other kinds of liability 
and so forth. 

Q. Collision insurance? 
A. Whatever in,urance I could get 

to protect the car and myself. 
Q. \\'as that an annual or sc>mi-an

nual or different period covered by that 
che<"k 'I 

A. Mv recollection is an annual. 
Q. D{d you keep the car a year? 
A. I kept the car from June, 1925, 

until about the fir,t of April, 1926. 
Q. Did you get a refund on that 

$78.00? 
A. I got an adju"tment with the 

same insuran<'e company as to rates 
and so forth, ar<'ording to my recollec
tion, since ~·ou have mentioned it, 
though I hadn't thought of it before. 

Q. Did you insure the Buick car 
after you acquired it in the same way? 

A. I don't recall, but I rather think 
I did. l should have, if I didn't. 

Q. This question reads as follows: 
Did you have deposited in any bank any· 
of your personal funds under an account 
or deposit of special? 

A. Only in the special account in· 
the Texas Bank and Trust Company. 

Q. So far as you know, Mr. Robison, 
have you slated all of your prirnte funds 
that you deposited in the J. T. Robison 
Special account in the Texas Bank and 
Trust Company? 

A. Those that I can very definitely, 
and tho"e that I stated with some degree 
of doubt as to the amount. 

Q. In other words, you have stated 
all the information you can now get in 
mind on that subject? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Rohison, the records show 

that you prepared and mailed out a num
ber of letters that vou had revalued' 
their land, in which you asked them to 
rt'fund you the unearned balance, amount 
of your check, of the one cent appraise
mcnt fund. Did you charge the expense
of this to the appraisement fund? 

A. I never wrote such a letter to 
any human being. 

Q. I take it the question relates to 
the letter in e\'iclenre shown to have been 
the form letter you spoke of. You spoke 
of :\Ir. Tyler getting one. Now the ques
tion is did you have expense having that 
form letter prepared, the one you pre
pared as to the one rent per acre fund T 

A. I have got1 clerks in the Land 
Offi<-e at odd times who wrote those let
ters when they were not taking dicta
! ion from others. 

Q. Do you mean to say you didn't 
charge up the expense of that form let
ter to the one cent per acre fund T 

A. Yes, sir. That was prepared after 
the determination had been arrived at 
as to how much should be refunded. 
There were perhaps a few dollars left 
in the account. I am not sure. I didn't 
figure perhaps to a cent. 

Q. This question reads: Do you be
lieve that your doc·tors' bills, nurses' 
bill;; and hospital bills were necessary 
expenses incident to and necessarily in
curred in the reappraisement of those
lands 1 

A. It is my opinion that the malady 
was brought on me by reason of the 
cir<"umstances under which I was work
ing. I believe the expenses for that ill
ness are properly, legally and morally
chargeable to that expense fund. 

Q. In any event, you have charged it 
to the fund and, as said before the com-
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mittee, you have no intention of repeat
ing it? 

A. That is true. 
Q. The $7 4.00 check to the insurance 

company on the Ford car, was the policy 
payable to you or to the State? 

A. Payable to me. I doubt if a pol
icy payable to the State would be worth 
anything. 

Q. First, Mr. Robison, Judge Cart
ledge was in your employment and as
sisted in legal and other matters relat
ing to the reappraisement act, was he 
not? 

A. He was there for the purpose only 
of passing on land titles. The neces
sity was that the law provided that the 
owner of the land at the date of forfeit
ure should have the right of reappraise
ment, regardless of who owned the land; 
that is to say, if one should voice a re
quested reappraisement the land was re
appraised. When his application came 
in if the records didn't show him to be 
the owner he would be so advised and 
told to file his cha-in of title. That was 
Mr. Cartledge's duty, to pass on the 
chain of title, to determine if he were a 
qualified purchaser. 

Q. Second, did you hear some witness 
on the stand the other day ·testify that 
Judge Cartledge was his attorney and 
attended to the reappraisement of his 
land? 

A. I heard Senator Turney, of El 
Paso, say so, and I know Mr. Cart
ledge was his attorney and knew it be
fore I employed Mr. Cartledge. 

Q. Did Judge Cartledge have any 
lands reappraised? You have answered 
that. At what time, if you know, was 
Mr. Cartledge's land forfeited for non
payment of interest? 

A. I don't think Mr. 'Cartledge owned 
a tract of land that was forfeited. If 
he owned a tract of land in the State of 
Texas, I don't knc:iw it. 

Mr. Freeman: This question is a repe
tition in different words of the one I 
have read. I think I have lost some 
of the others. That is all I have be
fore me now. That is all. 

Mr. Allen: That is all. 
Mr. Price: May it please the court, 

the respondent rests at this time. 
Mr. Allen: Now, may it please the 

court, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of 
the Committee, when we were placing 
the testimony in chief on the stand we 
omitted to introduce the private per
sonal bank account of the respondent in 
the American National Bank. It was 
an oversight, and I have in my hand a 
photostatic copy of it which is admitted 

by counsel to be correct, and . we now 
offer in evidence the photostatic copy 
of the respondent's personal account in 
the American National Bank. 

Mr. Moses: What date is that? 
Mr. Allen: It is in the Journal. but 

they say we haven't formally introduced 
it. 

Mr. Chairman, it is now 5 :00 o'clock. 
We had to work last night until 12 :00 
o'clock, when most of the members were 
asleep. Unless the. committee particu
larly desires to begin this examination 
now, which will be lengthy, I think we 
had better take it up in the morning. 

The Speaker: How long do you an
ticipate it will take? 

Mr. Allen: We will go into all the 
details of the University transaction 
with Judge Batts. 

The Speaker : Of course I am here to 
do whatever the committee desires; but 
with the crowded condition of the cal
endar I am sure the committee would 
like to work as long as possible. 

Mr. Allen : We will be glad to go 
ahead under those circumstances. 

R. L. Batts, a witness in behalf of 
the proponent, having been duly sworn 
by the Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives, testified as follows: 

(By Mr. Allen): 
Q. Kindly state your name to the 

committee. 
A. R. L. Batts. 
Q. What is your business, Judge 

Batts? 
A. I am a farmer, a stockman and a 

lawyer. 
Q. How long have you been engaged 

in Texas in the practice of law,.. Judge 
Batts? 

A. Forty-two years, less two years 
on the Federal bench. 

Q. What official positions have you 
held in the state and nation, and when t 

A. I have been a member of the 
Texas State Legislature. 

Q. When was that! 
A. In 1891. 
Q. What other official positions, if 

any, have you held? 
A. I was assistant to Attorney Gen

eral Culberson, and I have been a mem
ber of the faculty of the University of 
Texas. 

Q. In the Jaw department? 
A. In the Jaw department. I was 

assistant to the Attorney General of 
the United States. 

Q. Assistant to the Attorney GeneraJ 
of the United States. When was that? 



410 HOUSE JOURXAL. 

A. During the administration of )[r. th• Southwe,tern Bell Telephone Com• 
"'ilson. 

Q. What other 
Judge Batts! 

oflicial po~it ion~, 

A. I was l.'nited Stat'.'' Cin·uit 
Judge for two years. 

Q. On the court tliat ,it, at Xew 
Orleans and Fort \Yort h ·i 

A. Fifth Circuit. '"''· <ir. And I am 
at present a mt•mher ·of the Board of Re· 
gents of the t'ninr-ity of 'I'<''""· 

Q. Xow, .Jwlgt' Batt>', how long at 
this time anti i1111nediatPl,Y pret·t.'ding this 
time have Yuu lil'ell a member of the 
Board of Rt;gt•11t' of the l"ni1·er,ity? 

A. ] wa ... a ppointC'<l two year:-' ago. 
Q. Ha\'t' Yon ~rrved a~ a membl'r of 

that Boar<l ~illt'L' that tinH'? 
A. I ha1·e. 
Q. You have ~tated at one tinw vou 

wrn· a memln•r of tliL• fat·ultv of thP l~aw 
Depart nwnt of the l"ni1·cr-ity of 1\•xas? 

A. Yes, "ir. 
Q. In your earli1•r davs WL'r-::· vou 

conneded 
0

in anv way w
0

itl1 the l
0

"ni· 
,·ersitv? · · 

.\. ·I was one of the early students at 
the l'.niver,ity. 

(J. Yon an• a g"Ta1l11atP oi tlw inst itu
tion, I belie1·e, .Judge Batts 1 

A. Ye8, sir; I am. 
Q. \Vhat are your personal feeling' 

toward that in,titution, your alma 
muter'/ 

A. I have been greatly interested in 
the llni1·er>'ity "incc the institution of 
the l"niversity. I ha1·e taken an activ'' 
part in everything that pertains to its 
good durini: the entire period of its ex
istPnce. and ha1·e at all times been in 
clo'e touch with the members of tht• 
fa<'nlty arnl tht• flnanl of Hq!1·nt~. I 
have done whatenr I could for the lwne· 
fit of the l'nil'er•ity and the young men 
a11d woml'Il of the ~tate who dl'sire a11 
C'dll('ation. 

Q. Judge Batts, during the period of 
time vou hn ve been a member of the 
Board. of R1·gents it has been developed 
lll'l"l' that you have been attornPy for 
somt• oil company? 

A. l am in the general practiee of 
the law at Amt in, and I accept employ
ment from any oil C'ompany or anybody 
Pl,e who has ll case that commends itself 
to me, who is willing to pay a fee I de· 
1na.11<l. 

Q. Are you attorney for the Gulf 
Company? 

A. 1 11m on a retainer for the Gulf 
Company. 

Q. An• you employed on a retainer 
by any other Pompany 1 

A. I am employed on a retainer h)· 

pany. 
l~. I mean any other oil company? 
A. :N"o other oil company. 
li. You have been employed in spe· 

1·itie litigation. law~uit~. aside from 
your l'Otlneetion with the Gulf Com 
pany. I take it~ 

A. I have, in manv of them. 
Q. And repre,enting 'Orne now? 
A. I am rrprcs['ntjng some now. 
Q. It is in eviclenre, ,Judge Blatts, 

and has developed here that in the fall 
of l 9~S you talked with the Land Com
missioner with regard to sales of mineral 
leases on l"niversity lands that he had 
a1h'ertised or was contemplating ad1·er
tising for ,ale at that time. Is that 
true? 

A. I talked with the Land Commis· 
... i.:mer on, I think, threp oC"casion51. 

Q. Xow in your talks with him at 
that time with regard to the sale of 
mineral lease,; on the l'.niversitv lands 
were you prompted by any int~rest in 
the world in c·pnnection with your clients 
that you repre,pntt-d, oil companies that 
vou mentioned? 
' A. I will slate the fat'ts with ref
ere11c·e to the mattl'r, and the inforence 
<'an be drawn as the Legislature may 
please. 

Q. Do that in your own way. Judge 
Bat ts, please? 

A. Some time in the summer of 1928 
there was an effort made hv the State 
otlieials, members of the B~iard of Re
gPnts and oil companies to t·onserve the 
oil production in !ht• State. This was 
primarily perhaps instituted by the 
Board of HPgl'ntt'.I, who Wt•r1• rereh·ing 
for a murh litrger produ<"lion than had 
theretofore been had of oil money very 
much less than had theretofore been re-
1·t>in•d. on ac·1·111111t 11f thr on~rprotluc· 
t ion in some of the field•, and the pr ire 
had /:!one down to the point where it was 
regarded as uneconomical for the l'ni
versitv to sell its oil if that could be 
a rnid~d. The Board of Regents had an 
intC'rview with the Oon.~rnor, an<l sub~ 
,equently Governor :lloody and I talked 
with the Railroad Commission, and as 
a result of these talks the efforts at 
t·onsen·ation which were thereafter made 
wPre int-:tituted. 

Sonw time in Oc·tober, 1928, I went 
with u land survevor to the office of )[r. 
Hohison to talk ,;it h him with reference 
to some of the lands which were being 
surveyed, for the purpose of asking him 
to go upon the lands and ascertain if 
the marks which had been found were 
the proper boundary lines of the Uni-
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versity survey. Mr. Robison declined to 
go, and based it upon a statement that 
he was preparing a list of University 
land to be put upon the market. I asked 
him what University lands he was go
ing to place upon the market, and he 
stated that all the University lands were 
to be placed on the market. 

I suggested to him the policy we had 
been undertaking to pursue to conserve 
the University oil, and suggested to him 
that in my judgment he was doing some
thing which was contrary to the in
terests of the State and of the Uni
versity and of the general good of the 
State. 

That was all that took place at that 
time, but subsequently he called me up 
to his office upon a matter not con
nected with this, and while I was there 
I took the matter up with him again 
and tried to argue with him with ref
erence to it. He stated that as he 
construed the law he had to put the 
land on the market. He showed me that 
he had put all of the University lands 
over a period from the second of Janu
ary to the twenty-ninth or thirtieth or 
thirty-first of January. I suggested to 
him that I thought that the policy was 
wrong, and he said that probably it 
was, but the law was wrong. I suggested 
to him that the Legislature met on the 
eighth or ninth, or some early day in 
January. 

Q. Eighth of J11o11uary. 
A. On the eighth of January. And 

if the policy was wrong the Legislature 
ought to have an opportunity of chang
ing the policy before the lands were put 
upon the market. He acquiesced. gen
erally in the statement I had made with 
reference to it and indicated a willing
ness to change the dates to a later date 
in January. 

There was some provision in the new 
with reference to thirty days, and he 
construed that as requiring all the lands 
to go on the market within a period of 
thirty days. I suggested to him that 
if the policy was wrong, and he had a 
right to change any part of it, that I 
saw· no reason why he could not change 
all of it and give the Legislature an op
portunity of determining whether this 
policy should be pursued. I argued with 
him quite at length upon the matter, 
and he told me that he was willing to 
make the change, except with reference 
to one tract. 

Subsequently I had a phone message 
from Mr. Underwood Nazro, who is the 
head of the Gulf Production Company 
in Texas, that is, the Texas head of it, 

and he called my attention to the fact 
that the placing of the University lands 
upon the market would destroy the ef
fect of the efforts that had been made 
up to this time to conserve the oil pro
duction in the State. He wanted to 
argue the matter over the phone with 
me, and I suggested a much better way 
would be for him to write what he had 
on the subject, and I would see to it 
that it would get to Mr. Robison. He 
wrote me a letter, and I took it to l\Ir. 
Robison; and while there I met l\Ir. 
Wolters, of The Texas Company, who 
was evidently there upon the same sub
ject, and we talked about the matter 
again. 

Mr. Robison continued to acquiesce in 
the proposition that the policy was 
wrong, that he could change the dates, 
but declined to change the date with 
reference to one tract of land. I am 
not absolutely sure as to the phrase
ology that he used, but my understand
ing was that it was 640 acres of land. I 
may have been misled by my own con
ception as to what constituted a tract 
of land under the sale and lease laws of 
the State, but at that time the impres
&ion I had on my mind was that he 
was to keep on the market on the second 
of January one section of land. 

I am not absolutely certain about the 
sequence of these events, but I had an 
interview with Governor Moody-

Q. Before we reach that point, the 
result of this interview was that he 
would postpone the sale of all lands 
that had been advertised at later dates 
in January to dates subsequent to the 
meeting of the Legislature, so that they 
conld determine the policy and take such 
action as they saw fit, except, as you 
understood, 640 acres? 

A. That is a correct statement of 
the matter. 

Q. Then you spoke about a subsequent 
interview you had in connect1on with 
Governor Moody. I will ask you to go 
ahead with that. 

A. These matters, I am not certain 
about the sequence of them. I had no 
reason for assuming that any contro
versy or trouble would arise with ref
erence to it, and I kept no memorandum, 
and I am merely giving the best judg
ment I have as to what was said and 
done as to the order in which those 
things were done. 

Q. Go ahead. 
A. I had a talk with Governor Moody 

and suggested to him the condition as 
I found it, and he told me that he 
would talk with Mr. Robison. And a day 
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or two afterwards, he called me and 
stated that Mr. Robison was present and 
wanted me to come up to his oftke. I 
told him I couldn't come, as was indeed 
the case, because I had elients in mv 
office with a matter ,that could not b-;, 
postponed, an<l therefore did not come. 
Subsequently I g-ot another telephone 
call from him, and I rnme to hiA office, 
and found President BL·necl ict, Gonrnor 
Moody and the Attorney General pres
ent, and a conkrenre was held at that 
time. 

Q. President Bene<lkt is President 
of the l'ninrsitv of Texas! 

A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Go aheacl. 
A. Il11ring- that interview :'\fr. ~lnody 

stateil in the presence of ~Ir. Robison 
that '.\Ir. Robison ag-reed to postpone all 
the sales of those land<, p'!'o\·idccl the 
Atkrney General g-a,·e an opinion to the 
etfr.<t that it could he clmw. Thi' was 
not questioned by Mr. Robi>on at all, 
and the clisru'8ion then followed as to 
wheth•r or not it rould he le~allv done. 
The Attorney General exprcss~d the con
virtion that it <"oul<l he clone. and :'llr. 
Robison said he didn't agree to that, an<l 
stated that he ha>e<l his opinion upon an 
opinion of the Supreme C'ourt. or one of 
the courts. and g-ave a m:'morandum of 
the ease, and we >ent for it and uad 
it, and rn far is I could see it had noth
ing to do with the matter under consider
ation. 

The conference was conrludecl hv n 
statement, ns I understood it, to th~ cf. 
feet that nn opinion would be prepared 
by the Attorney Gt>neral. who had al
ready reached a cond11>ion upon the ,uh
ject, and a statement upon the part of 
Mr. Robison that he would abide by the 
opinion to that effect. 

Q. Go ahead. 
A. The conference adjourned. And 

this was a few days before Chr istmns, I 
think. At all events, I left town on the 
twenty-sixth of December, as I have for 
each year for the last thirty years, and 
went hunting; and stayed in the woods 
until the second of January, and came 
back and found that suit had been in
stituted upon this matter. 

This is all I know personally of this, 
except as stated in my presence by l\lr. 
Robison before the committee of the 
Legislature. 

Q. Now, Judge Batts, in any of these 
conferences, either with l\lr. Robison 
alone, or in conference with Mr. Robi
son and other parties named, did you at 
any time tell him that he ought to stop 
those sales, law or no law! 

A. J never made a.ny such statement 
as that. When Mr. Robison told me he 
thought it was his duty to go ahead 
with this sale I told him I had nothing 
to say further; to a person who thought 
it was his duty I had nothing further 
to say about it. I have never advised 
anybody at any time to violate any law. 
In order that I may not be misunderstood 
about it. I will state tba.t I have vio
lated quite a number, on many occasions. 
I will state that I would again, under 
some circumstances, violate the law. I 
wa• raised up just after the Civil War, 
during the rcf'onstruction period, and 
we did then what we thought was the 
right thing to do, whether it was lawful 
or unlawful, in order to correct condi
tions whkh there existed. and under 
somP conditions I would violate the law 
again. I woul<i not violate it under 
other conditions. and would not advise 
anvbodv at anv time to violate the Jaw. 

Q. Judge Batts, in your conference 
with l\lr. Robison, with the GO\·ernor and 
with the Attornev General and Dr. Bene
dict, were you a1"

0

ting as an individual at 
that time. or were you talking as a. mem
h~r of the Board of Regents of the Uni
Yersity of Texas! 

A. I >lated the facts in reference to 
the matter. I talked first with Mr. 
Robison at a time when he knew I was 
there attending to Unh·ersity business. 
In enry other conference I had with him, 
cxeept one in whirlr I handed him Mr. 
Xnzro's letter, I was acting as a member 
of the Board of Regents and as a citizen 
of Texas. anxious to ha\·e her resources 
conserved and proper money received for 
that which wns so!<l. 

Q. \Vere your views as expressed to 
him on all occasions affected by any
thing except what you considered the 
best intere>ts of the State of Texas and 
the best interests of the University, of 
which you were a member of tbe Board 
of Re:;ents? 

A. I had no other interest whatever 
in the matter. 

Q. Your incidental connection with 
one oil company on a retainer, as you 
have mentioned, and in connection with 
certain lawsuits in connection with a. 
few other oil companies, didn't enter 
into the matter in your mind, either 
directly or indirectly, or affect your 
judgment in any wa.yT 

A. ll!r. Allen, I have heard it sug
gested here, through the papers, at lea.st, 
and otherwise, that no man can serve 
two masters. So far as I am concerned, 
I have no master of a.ny kind, and I 
sen·ed only what seemed to me the best 
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interests of the people of Texas when I 
asked the Commissioner of the Land 
Office to give the Legislature an oppor· 
tunity of passing upon this matter. 

Q. Just one purely personal question, 
Judge Batts, in conclusion: Do you be
lie•·e there is any man in this State who 
has a deeper love for the University and 
a greater regard for its interests than 
you feel you have? 

A. Mr. Allen, I was born in Texas, 
-of a Confederate father and a mother 
who suffered during that entire period 
of the Confederate War. I was raised 
up under those conditions. I came to 
the University when it was first estab
lished. I could not have had an educa-

. Hon if it had not been established. I 
have undertaken to express my grati
tude through all the years that have 
passed by doing what I could for my 
State and for the University. I am ready 
now to make sacrifices to that end, even 
to the point of having people who are 
interested put out scurrilous, lying cir
culars with reference to myself. 

Mr. Allen: Gentlemen, the witness is 
with you. 

Cross-Examination. 

(By Mr. Price): 
Q. Judge Batts, you spoke there of 

·scurrilous statements. You don't mean 
to imply there, do you, Judge Batts, that 
has been brought out here in this hear
ing? 

A. Mr. Price, I will tell you what I 
mean. When I did this thing Mr. Robi
son knew very well why I was doing it, 
and when the matter came up before the 
Legislature here he put an article in 
the paper in which he accused me of 
having entered into a conspiracy for the 
purpose of robbing the State of Texas. 

Subsequently, when this matter came 
up for investigation by the Legislature, 
there was scattered about in this body 
bere a document signed by one John H. 
Biggers, who I understand is an irre
sponsible, half crazy person, which was 
libelous and which constituted a suc
·Cession of lies, and I could not under
stand why he or anybody else should say 
such things with reference to me, un
less it had some character of connection 
·with this matter before the Legislature. 
Now I am not suggesting anything fur
ther than the facts. 

Q. You do know, Judge Batts, that 
no statement from John Biggers has 
·ever gone into this record in this case? 

A. I don't know what has gone into 
the record. I have had my own business 
"to attend to, and I have attended to it, 

until 11 :00 o'clock today, when under 
process served on me by the Sergeant-at
Arms I came to the Legislature. If the 
statements that have been made in the 
papers are true, you have made state
ments to the effect that it was iohe big 
oil companies in Texas that were in
terested in this mater, and predicated it 
appai·ently upon my testimony before 
the legislative committee. Of course I 
know you must have predicated it upon 
that, because you have not, and cannot 
have, any evidence of a thing that does 
not exist. 

Q. That is true, the predicate was 
laid, but no scurrilous accusations 
though were made against you person
ally nor against my friend Jake Wolters; 
but I did say, and I say now, and I ask 
you if it is not true, that Mr. Nazro, 
the head of the Gulf Company, and 
General Jake \'Volters, of Houston, were 
not interested as oil men in keeping 
these lands off the market? 

A. Every oil man in Texas was in
terested in this matter, and every citizen 
of Texas was interested in this land not 
being put upon the market-a million 
and a half acres at a time, when it was 
absolutely impossible that a proper price 
could be secured for it. Of course he 
was interested, as all other oil companies 
and all other citizens of Texas were in
terested. 

Q. You were going on the assumption 
that something like a million and a half 
acres would be sold on January 2? 

A. I was going on the assumption, 
based upon a statement by Mr. Robison 
that a million and a half acres would be 
on the market in January, 1929. 

Q. Is it not true, Judge Batts, that 
when the matter was finally ironed out 
that the Commissioner postponed or at
tempted to postpone from January 2 all 
of the lands advertised except 53,000 
acres? 

A. I have heard it so stated. I don't 
know wl1at the facts are with regard to 
the matter. I suppose that is in accord
ance with the facts. 

Q. Now is it not further true that 
the next date of the sale advertised by 
him was on the sixteenth of the month, 
and gave the Legislature an opportunity 
of withdrawing it or changing the law as 
it saw fit, except the sale of the 53,000 
acres! 

A. Some of it was on the second, 
and some on the ninth, and some on the 
sixteenth, and some later. 

Q. But it is ttue, and did you Rot 
know it is true, that the Land Com
missioner did, at your request and the 
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request of others, postpone all lanrls 
s:ffe and except this 5:1.000 acres he
yoncl the date of the opening of the 
LC'~i~lature? 

A. I understand that to be tl1<• cusp. 
Tlw only thi11g I rould11't nnrkrst:rnd 
was why lw ~hould insi~t upon any 
partirular tract of land lwing put on 
market then>, wh,•11 hl' ha•i th<' !'amc 
right to post ]'One that that he had to 
postpon<• tlw otlwr. 

Q. .JudgP Batt~. you <ln know this, 
thnt duri11g- all of tho~r con\rr:-;ations 
l\Ir. Rnhi~on wa~ n·lvinu on thf' Thei..,C'n 
<·asP, ancl tli.tt lll' i1; g~od faith ht.'Iti it 
to he his 111an<latnrv duty to adn:irtisf' 
thest• land, nnd >'l•ll tlwni whpn he had 
a writti·n or :--1w(·ifir drmnwl? 

_-\. :\Ir. H11lii..;on made Ho snch state
IDl•nt of writtl'll or :o:.pe<'ific dpntand, l''\

rept to thi, extent: He said there was 
Ul'llland for t lu• land. l askr•d him 
wlwt wa:-; the d1ararter of 1hP dl1 mand, 
an<l hP saicl: "l haYl} got rnanv lPt
frrs with rden•nt'P tn it." I ftnallY 
asked him: "\\'hat letter< h;l\·e vott 
got. a'ld with n•ft'l'l'IH'r to what la11ds?'' 
Then he made the statement to me to 
tlw l'lfe<'t that hr had a lr•tt<•r with 
n•frrPIH'C' to 01H' t ra<'t of land. ~1 nd hf• 
·lidu'1 ~tatr wlio it wns hv. or in who:o;P 
behalf it ""'"· !mt he s;1id hi· had a 
s1wcific lh'manll for it. Aly own cxpn•s
sion was that it was within hi~ di...;cre
tion to dl'iL•rn1i111• whctlwr or not thl•re 
was :--ll<'h a dc>mand as was eontL•m
pla!t-cl hy llw Jaw. 

l,l. ::\ow then .. Tndgr• natts. with ref· 
er"""'' to thi, ii~.ooo· a<"res, you 'tated 
that it wa:o; your opinion ihat thnse 
would not l1ring an adequate pricP. Are 
YOU familiar with the fart ancl rlid \'OU 

know then that was wildcat territory 
and that no wells had h,•pn clrill<·d 
thPre? 

A. I didn't rpgard this as wilclf'at 
territory. The pric:es that were receiYecl 
indicate<! that sonwhody thought it 
was valuable oil land. I certainly 
thought so. 

Q. But that is not an answer to 
my question. 

_\_ What is the question? 
Q. I want to ask you if you didn't 

know that there had been no drilling 
on this particular land at the time of 
those sales? 

A. I don't know that thrre had 
been any drilling. I assume there was 
no drillin!(, otherwise it would not have 
been on the market at all, and would 
have been leased under former leases. 

Q: Are yon not further familiar with 
the fact, Judge Batts, that on these 
169 tracts that were advertised for 

.January 2, that in addition to the ren
tals and in addition to the one-eighth, 
bonus"" were offered in the aggregate 
sum of nn•r thn•e million dollars, 1hat 
is, as a bonus abO\·e the statutory mini
mun1? 

A. :\Ir. Price, knew that your 
clients had some bona fide bids in 
there with some c·heeks that were 
c·apable of being caslwd. i also knew 
the $i 11,000.00 hid on one of the sec
t ions askecl al1out, that the c•heck was 
written l1y an indiddual who had that 
rheck and many other outstanding, and 
had fiftv dollars in the hnnk. 

Q. Ti.at wa" one isolated one. You 
know the Gulf Company hid? 

A. I know that constituted the bulk 
of the tltr<'e million dollars. 

Q. Yon do know this. that vour com
pany, 1he (;u]f Product ion 'company, 
hie! at this .-ale, don't you? 

A. I know t hev did· bid. or I saw 
it in the paper, a,;d any hid they made 
of ('OUr~e wa~ hona fidP, and anv check 
they gave would have been paid.· 

<i. You do know that The Texas 
Company, General \Volters' company, 
hid at this sale. do vou not? 

A. Yes. sir; in the. same way. 
ll. A"d the Rumble Company of this 

State, they had checks up there, did 
thev not? 

k I know that those oil eompanies 
nncl vour clients, arnl otlwr nil com
panies. would have likr-d to gohble up 
the whole thing at that time. yes. 

Q. Including the Gulf Company? 
A. Including the Gulf Company and 

e\·ery other company. Of course, they 
would have liked to han• had it at the 
prier' at which they could haYe gotten 
it at that time. 

Q. You do kno\v eompanie" of that 
kind when hidcling acted in g'JOd faith, 
and didn't put up hogns diel'ks? 

A. I know the companies you have 
mrntionPd didn't put up hogus ehecks, 
ancl I know there were bogus checks 
put up. 

Q. The Atlantic Oil Company, for 
instanC'<', was a bidder, vou know that! 

A. No, I don't, but 'it is a reliable 
concern. 

Q. As a matter of fart, is it not 
true that the majority of the reputable 
oil companies of this State were bid
din!( right along together on those 
lands? 

A. As I have stated before, I think 
all the companies of the State would 
be glad to have the old law continue 
and to have the land sold. 

Q. And you further know this fact, 
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do you not, Judge Batts, that if you 
will add up the highest bidders, the 
highest bids, not including those bids 
that you spoke about, and I really 
think they didn't have the money-

A. You know they didn't have the 
money. 

Q. I don't know, but I didn't be
lieve it when I saw the bid. I am not 
counting that. But I ask you, don't 
y'ou know now that there were at least 
ten oil companies, including your own, 
who did in response to the advertise
ment file their bids and file checks 
with the money in the bank? ' 

A. I know that. 
Q. And don't you further know, 

Judge Batts, that that 169 tracts, or 
rather 84 tracts, that the Commis
sioner insisted on selling would not be 
over something like 1/30 or l/ 40 of the 
Universitv lands? 

A. Well, whateyer it figures out. 
You can figure it as well as I can. 

Q: And that the Legislature had full 
opportunity to have met and done away 
with the entire proceeding, save and 
except those offered at competitive sale 
of 1/30 or 1/40 of those lands? 

A. They undertook to take all of it 
out from under that law. It was a 
very foolish law, under which the per
son who bought it knew all about the 
property, and the man who sold it 
didn't know anything about it. Any 
such law as that is fundamentally 
wrong and foolish. 

Q. As a matter of fact, Judge Batts, 
as an oil man, by knowing all about 
it you mean that they use<l geology 
and geologized the land,. that is what 
they knew? 

A. They knew all they could learn 
about it. 

Q. Do you mean to say a man by 
employing a geologist can °find out and 
know and have knowledge that there 
is oil under tl1e ground? 

A. I don't think anything connected 
with the oil business is absolutely cer
tain, as far as that is concerned. 

Q. Don't you know now, from your 
own knowledge and experience, both as 
an attorney and as a very experienced 
oil man, that neither you, nor the Gov
ernor, nor Mr. Robison, nor anybody 
in this State, knows whether there ;~ 
a drop of oil in that 53,000 acres? 

A. Well, they didn't know it. 
don't know there is such a place as 
London, England, because I haven't 
been there; but they know as well as 
they can know anything within reason 
that there is oil up there in that land 

you have paid some hundreds of thou
sands of dollars to secure. 

Q. The only reason they know is by 
report of geologists, and the only ac
curate and true geologist is the stand
ard or rotary rig, drilling rig, isn't it? 

A. No, I don't regard this matter of 
knowing something about oil structure 
and oil as being entirely outside of the 
domain of knowlelge. On the contrary, 
your clients would never have given 
any such price as they did if they had 
thought anything of that kind there. 

Q. Judge Batts, I want you to know 
that not by innuendo or word has any
thing ever come from my mouth reflect
ing on either you or General Jake 
vVolters. I have understood, and have 
intimated and stated, and do know, that 
the -0il companies were acting in an 
enlightened self-interest, as other peo
ple do, in this matter, and no wrong
doing has ever been insinuated against 
you by me. 

A. I wanted to state to you that 
the oil companies have not acted in it 
at all. 

Q. You have stated that Mr. Nazro, 
the gentleman who sent you the letter-

A. Mr. Nazro sent me a letter, and 
I walked up to the Land Office and 
handed it to llfr. Robison, and he 
g-0t it. 

Q. Mr. Nazro has no connection 
with the University? 

A. He has no connection with the 
University. 

Q. And my fHend, General Jake 
Wolters, has no connection, has he? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Judge Batts, you have repre

sented Mr. Robison, haven't you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And had a long acquaintance 

with him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you hace represented him in 

important matters as attorney, haven't 
you? 

A. I have. 
Q. And you have represented him in 

opposing the ad vice of the Attorney 
General, haven't you? 

.A. When the Attorney General is 
1vrong, I just as soon oppose him as 
anybody else. 

Q. In this matter you are not pre
pared to say you condemn J. T. Robi
son of acts of wrongdoing because of 
his opinion that it was his duty to go 
ahead? 

A. It is a part of the business of 
the Legislature to pass on his conduct, 
and not mine. I have stated the facts. 

Q. Judge Batts, in. this connection, 
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I helieve you have testified here before 
in the investigation committee, or be· 
fore the investigation committee? 

A. Yes, sir. 
(.,). You stated at that time you rep· 

n•scnted the Gulf Compan~·, and that 
the Gulf Company didn't want these 
lands sold. Now at that time it is 
true that the Gulf Company owned 
quite a numhH of a<T<'S out in that 
country, didn't thrv? 

A. 
0

\\"ell, the ciulf Company owns 
leases in tlw Panhandle. \\'inkier 
countv, and a urrnt tnnnv other roun
th·s i;, T .. x,ts. "r don't k~ow where. I 
have no eonnpct ion with the purr has
ing e1HI. and JH"\"<'r have seen any state
ment of the holdings, or any map, and 
I Nrnnot tell vou anv more about that 
t.hnn is th,• knowledge of the general 
public-. 

l,). .Judge Batts, I will ask you this. 
if in general if ~·ou know it is not 
trut'--1 am speaking of the bona fide 
offers, sueh companies as the Gulf, 
Gih'<m and ,JohnS><>n, Humble, Atlantic, 
oil companies of that kind-that they 
made here on ,January 2 the highest 
bids that were ewr offered for Univer
sitv lands in this 8tatt>? 

A. Thne has never been any oppor
tunity for offers on Cniversity lands 
prior to this. 

Q. This was the first time they were 
offered for competitive sale? 

.A. Yes, sir. Formerly the law was 
a puerile and foolish thing. which gave 
away the property of the University. 

Q. That was under the old permit 
Jaw, which ~·ou ny was very inefficient? 

A. No. I didn't say ineffident. I 
!'aid puerile and foolish. 

Q. That i•, they didn't reali1e much 
mone:v for the l'nin•rsitv. But this 
law ~f l!l2f> did put it on 'a competitive 
basis, where no man could g<>bble un· 
less he put up more cash than the other 
man, isn't that true! 

A. The terms of the law are per· 
fec·tly plain there. They are adver
tised upon competitive basis upon the 
matter of bonus. There is no competi
tive hid on the royalty, the State of 
Texas having a very foolish law here, 
when a dilfen·nt system had been insti· 
tuted in Oklahoma, hv the United 
States go,·ernment, and· by Louisiana. 
whid1 showed how oil lands ought to 
be leased. 

Q. Kow, ,Judge Batts, it is true, is 
it not, that if these lands, the 53,000 
acres, which was the only difference 
between von and the Governor and Mr. 
Robison.· if it does turn out that that 
js dry land, and there is no oil on it, 

as a matter of fact, the University will 
lose that bonus of over a million dol
lars, won't it? 

A. If it had been dry land, and you 
l>elieved it was dry land, you wouldn't 
have made uny such bid as you did. 

Q. You mean to say there is any 
oil man who can definitely know that 
there is oil under land before it is 
drilled? 

.A. I say he must have had a fairly 
<lefinite notion about the facts before 
he put up a few hundred thousand 
,follars. 

Q. Judge Batts, don't you know that 
with the best geology you can get the 
d1ances are fi\•e or six to one that there 
is no oil l 

A. Ko, I don't know anything of the 
kind. I know it is not a fact. 

Q. I will ask you this then, have 
you not known of 

0

instanccs, and many 
instances, where the best geologists you 
'"an get to work for the Gulf Company 
hnve approved oil lunds, and you drilled 
there, and it was dry as a powder 
house? 

.A. There have Leen cases where 
.vildcat wells were drilled that were 
dry. 

Q. And cases where the lands were 
a ppro\"erl by geologists? 

A. That is doubtlees the case. 
Q. Now, Judge Batts, some memher 

has sent up a question. I don't know 
what it is. \Ve have a rule here of 
rnhmitting questions. You speak now 
of this bidding statute as being, that 
it is not a good law. I will ask you 
if the Board of Regents or you opposed 
the passage of the Act of I 92f>? 

A. Why, I had nothing to do with 
it. I didn't oppo•c it. I was not a 
member of the Boa rd. 

Q. \Vasn't the first remonstrance or 
oLjection to that law raised along in 
Xovember and Dec<'mber, 1928? 

A. The first ohjecti<>n was when I 
found out what the law was. 

Q. So the law was passed in 1925, 
,,nd you say you w1-re vitally interested 
in the University, nn1l was one of the 
Regents, and yet you didn't know about 
this law until the latter part of 1928 T 

A. No, I didn't make that state
ment. I say I protested against it as 
<oon as I found out what it was. 

Q. What the law was? 
A. What the law was. 
Q. Judge Batts, did your company, 

thr Gulf Production Company, have 
their geologists to go out and geologize 
this land? 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Some member wants to know, 
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Judge Batte, if you were not at one 
time general counsel of the Gulf Com· 
pany at Pittsburgh? 

A. I am very proud to say that I 
was. 

Q. Another member wants to know 
the names of oil companies that you 
are representing or have suits for at 
this time, or at the time you were hav
ing these conferences! 

A. I don't think I can state with re
gard to the particular time. I can give 
clients I have had within the last three 
or four years. 

Q. Some member wanted to know 
that? 

A_ I have during that period repre
sented the Gulf Company, the Snelling 
Oil C~mpany, Yount-Lee Oil Company, 
the Mid-Kansas Oil and Gas Company, 
and Mr. Yates. 

Q. I. G. Yates? 
A. I. G. Yates; and a good many 

others, but I can't recall them at this 
time. 

Q. Another member wants to know 
what money you anticipated that these 
lands would bring at the sale in Jan
uary? 

A. I had no anticipation with ref
erence to it. I knew it would not bring 
enough, and that was all that inter
ested me. I knew it would not bring 
what it ought to bring. 

Q. You had no idea at competitive 
sale that such sums would be offered 
as were in fact offered? 

A. I knew that the land out there 
was extremely valuable, and knew we 
ought to get enormous prices for it. 

Q. Now, Judge Batts, this question: 
At the time you apprehended, you say, 
it was going to be gobbled up for a 
little or nothing, if, you had known 
then, as you do now, that such com
panies as the Gulf Company and the 
Humble Company and Gibson and John
son would bid and put up certified 
checks for such sums of money as 
they did put up for bonuses, wouldn't 
your attitude as to the sale of that 
53,000 acres have been different? 

A. My attitude with regard to the 
University at that time was exactly 
what it would have been regarding my 
own property. I would want to be 
able to say myself whether or not I 
would accept any bid that was given. 

Q. I believe you stated you did not 
know of any opposition at all on the 
part of the Regents of the University, 
the President of the Universifr or anv 
member of the University, to this com
petitive ll'tatute of 1925 when it was 
enacted? 

A:· I. have no knowledge of what 
their views were upon the subject. 

Q. Another question from some mem
ber: . What .amount of money do you 
anti~ipate will he realized at any suc
ceedrng sale of this University land? 

A. It would of course he impossible 
to determine how much is to he received 
from t~e University land, hut I think 
tber~ is an extremely ya)uahle aeries 
of 01_1 fields! and I will be greatly dia
ap~ornt~d 1f the total receipts from 
U01versity lands are not sufficient to 
tak~ car~ of all the building of inati
tut10ns rn Texas of higher learning 
and education. I would say two bun· 
dred millions of dollars. 

A. Another member says that some 
land was put on the market under this 
statute in 1925, and asks did you know 
about that at that time! 

A. There was not, so far as I know 
and I don't believe there was any put 
on under this act. 

Q. You don't know that some land 
down in South Texas was advertised 
over here under this Act of 1925! 

A. University lands? 
Q. Not University lands, hut some 

land in South Texas? 
A. I don't know anything about the 

facts with reference to that. 
Mr. Price: That is all. 

Redirect Examination. 

(By llfr. Allen) : 
Q. Judge Batts, you stated in an· 

swer to questions propounded hy Sena
tor Price that you regarded the land 
advertised for sale on January 2 as 
being of very great value as oil land 
and as in a proven field in a way! 

A. I don't suppose it would he 
spoken of as in a proven field. 

Q. Not wildcat. 
A. Not wildcat property, but as ter· 

ritory reasonably certain to produce 
oil. 

Q. You knew then, you said, and 
state now, that most any of the big 
oil companies would lrnve been glad and 
anxious to gobble up those lands? 

A. I have no doubt of that fact. 
Q. Although ~·ou were attorney for 

the Gulf Company, instead of trying to 
represent your company or any other 
company to gobble up the land, you 
were trying to prevent the sale of that 
land? 

A. This property belongs to all the 
people of Texas, and it ought not to 
he permitted to go to any oil company 
for less than it is worth. 

Q. And feeling that way, although 
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you represented one of the big oil com· 
panics, you endeayored to prevent any 
sale of the lands being made so that 
your company or any other rornpany 
coul<l gobble up those lands? 

A. 1\Iy t•mployment docs not involve 
the idea that I shall giH• up my inde
pendenC'e or my rights and my duties 
as a ritizl'n. 

ll!r. Allen: Exarth·. That is all. 
The Speaker: .\i1y further testi· 

mony for t lw propOill'nts ·~ 
l\Ir .. \llpn: l\!r. Chairman and Gen· 

tlenll'n of (.hi' CommilteP-The rounsel 
for the Bolls<' will rest the eYidence on 
thP inn'stig.1tio11 at this point. 

Tlw Sp1•akt·r: Any further testi· 
n1m1,\· for tlw n~spon<lent? 

~Ir. l'ril'e: The respondt•nt doses 
the ('<hW. 

'Ir. ,\1!"11: Counsd for the House 
clost':". tl1(1 <'<l:-'l'. 

Th<• Spt•akN: \Yhat is the pleasure 
of tlu• ('ornmittee? 

l\!r. All"n: Of course, I say that 
closP~ our case. I mean of course that 
clost·~ thr- evhknce, just as elosing the 
evidence in court, for further proceed· 
ing~. 

The Speaker: You mean bv that-
)fr. ..\.lll'll: I presume ·the next 

thing in onlc>r will hr the argument of 
the case as it now stands lH'fore this 
hodY. 

llir. Hornaday: 21!r. C'l1airman. 
The Speaker: The g<>ntleman from 

Cameron. 
'.\Ir. Hornaday: '.\Ir. Speaker, for the 

bendit of the Housi• aJHI this calendar, 
han tlw counsPl fpr the two sides 
agreC'd on t hl' numll('r of hours' argu· 
ment thev \\·oultl like to ha,·e? 

Mr. Alien: \Yi· hawn't vet. 
'.\Ir Hornadav: )!av I ~sk that thev 

do fl.0° as ~oon ;ls thC'~' ~ conyeniently call. 
l\fr. Bond: ~Ir. Chairman. 
The Speaker: Till' gentleman from 

Kaufman. 
Mr. Bona: The Chair asked for sug

gestions. I merely wante<l to offer the 
sll'"Testion that the attorneys for both 
siS~-: agrer upon the time ti1ey want to 
argu1• au<l sum up the f;.H't~. and present 
it to the committee. an<l the attorneys 
arnl the committee agree upon as short 
a tinlP as they possilJI,v ca'l in present
ing tht• fac-ts to the committee. 

The Speak<·r: Can rom1'el for the 
proponents and the respondent reach 
~nme agreement as to the time? 

l\Ir. Price: May it please the ronrt. 
there are some matters of procedure 
here that will haYc to he ironed out, 
and if it is not asking too much the 
attorneys for the respon<lt•nt wonltl like 

to have a few moments to confer with 
reference to this matter, and it may be 
in that way considerable delay will be 
saved. We would like to confer for a 
short time. 

The Speaker: If there is no objec· 
tion on the part of the committee, it 
is all right with the Chair. 

Judge Sinks: I want to express my 
thanks to counsel on hoth sides for 
their courteous treatment, and the 
House also. and I want you to know 
that when I retire back to old Desk No. 
9:1. that I will do so with more pleas
ure than I ha,·e rver sat in it before. 

l\Ir. Purl of Dallas: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
)!r. Purl: want to moYe that 

the Committee rise, report progress, 
an<l ask leave to rcce>s until 10 o'clock. 

(Cries of "No!") 
The Speaker: Do you insist on your 

motion, JI! r. Purl~ 
:llr. Purl: I just thought, Mr. 

Speaker, as they ha,·en•t agreed on the 
time for thc> argument of rounsel. we 
c·ould go hal'k into the House and go 
alwad with sorrw ln1sitH·~s until IO 
o'clock in the morning. If there is any 
objection, I don't care. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas mov<•s that the Committee rise, 
rqHJrt progTl'SS and a!-'k leave to sit 
again at IO o'cloek tomorrow. 

(Cries of "Xo!") 
)Ir. Purl: I insist on my motion. 
(Yote was railed for.) 
The Speaker: Tlw Committee will 

be in order, please, so the yotes may 
h" taken. 

A )!ember: \\",,uJdn't it he possible 
that we could hear the arguments to
night after supper? 

The Speaker: Thrn• is a motion he· 
fore the House. Have all voted? 
ThPre being s.evflntN'n ... v<'as" and sixty
six ''nays," the n1otion is lost. 

(The vote on 1111-. Purl's motion to 
recess until 10 o'clock the following 
n1orn i ng was as follows) : 

Yeas-49. 

Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Avis. 
Bone!. 
Bounds. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 
Cox of Limestone. 
Davis. 

Enderby. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Forbes. 
Graves 

of Williamson. 
Hardy .• 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
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Shaver. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Veatch. 
Waddell. 
Walters. 
Wiggs. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Woodall. 
Woodruff. 

Keeton. 
Kennedy. 
Kincaid. 
Loy. 
Martin. 
Mauritz. 
McCombs. 
McGill. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Purl. 
Quinn. 
Ray. 
Savage. 

Nays-67. 

Ackerman. 
Baker. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Brooks. 
Chastain. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Lamar. 
De Wolfe. 
Dunlap. 
Finn. 
Finlay. 
Gates. 
Gerron. 
Gilbert. 
Giles. 
Graves of Erath. 
Harman. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hopkins. 
Hornaday. 
Hubbard. 
Johnson 

of Dimmit. 
Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Justiss. 
Keller. 
Kenyon. 
King. 
Lee. 
Long of Houston. 
Long of Wichita. 

Mankin. 
McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Minor. 
Moore. 
Mullally. 
Murphy. 
Olsen. 
Patterson. 
Pavlica. 
Pool. 
Pope of Jones. 
Pope of Nueces. 
Reader. 
Renfro. 
Rountree. 
Sanders. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Stevenson. 
Storey. 
Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Tillotson. 
Turner. 
Warwick. 
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 
1 of Travis. 
Young. 

Paired. 

Petsch and Jenkins. 

Acker. 
Adkins. 
Baldwin. 
Bradley. 
Duvall. 
Fuchs. 
Harding. 
Hines. 
Jones. 

Absent. 

Kayton. 
Kinnear. 
Kemble. 
Land. 
Lem ens. 
Marks. 
Maynard. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 

Morse. 
Mosely. 
Nicholson. 
Prendergast. 
Reid. 
Richardson. 
Rogers. 

Mr. Stevenson, 
Chairman. 

The Speaker : 
Kimble. 

Sinks. 
Smith. 
Strong. 
Wallace. 
Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

of Kimble: Mr. 

The gentleman from 

Mr. Stevenson: Mr. Chairman, and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Commit
tee-I think that every member of this 
House, after hearing the testimony, is 
ready to vote upon this proposition. · I 
submit to you that no advantage could 
probably result from any argument that 
might be submitted. And without any 
discourtesy to any of the lawyers upon 
either side of the House-either for the 
prop•:ments or for the respondent-I 
want to present this motion to you 
at this time. And the intention of 
this, of those who signed it with me, 
is. that we shall submit it without argu
ment and take a vote upon it at this 
time. (Reading resolution) : 

Mr. Chairman: vVe, the undersigned, 
hereby make the following motion: 
That the Co=ittee of the Whole rise 
and report to the House that we have 
carefully considered the testimony pre
sented in the matter of charges against 
the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office and that the evidence submitted 
does not show the commission of high 
crimes and misdemeanors by the Com
missione1· of the General Land Office 
and does not show any matter which 
would warrant the penalties of im
peachment. 

Therefore the Committee of the Whole 
recommends to the Hcrnse that all pro
ceedings against the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office be dismissed. 

This motion is signed by McDonald, 
Chastain, vYarwick, Pavlica, Richard
son, Storey,-

Mr. Woodruff: Mr. Chairman, will 
the gentleman yield? 

The Speaker: Will the gentleman 
yield to the gentfom.an from Wise? 

Mr. Stevenson: Not until I finish 
reading my motion, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The gentleman refuses 
to yield at this time. 

Mr. Stevenson: This motion is signed 
by: J. E. McDonald, 0. F. Chastain, 
Clyde W. Warwick, Pavlica, B. D. 
Richardson, Cecil Storey, R. M. Hub
bard, Sam Gates, John F. Renfro, W. 
J. Simmons, R. B. Ew.ing, S. E. Ben
nett, Cox. of Navarro, Kenyon, Moore, 
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Mankin, A. B. Tarwater, A. 8. John
son. A. ,J. McKean, Elwin Gerron. 
Stewnson, Brooks, Turner, \\'hite of 
Hutd1inson, Metcalfe, Rounlrl'e, Bate· 
man, Bowen Pope, Finlay, Lee, Horna
day, Reader, Olsen. ::llehl, \\". E. Pope, 
Roger H. Thurmond. ;\lullnlly. Webb, 
Harper, A.:'.'! .. Jnstiss. ('harll's C. Hines, 
Homer C. Dc\\'olfc. King. <iilt•s. Young, 
Hannan, lfrtlcy, :-;h<'rrill. Hopkins, Col
trin, GrnHs uf Erath. Dunlap, W. H. 
Johnson. Gilln•rt. Shelton, Pool, Bob 
Long. 

)Ir. Thom;i,on of Harris: l\'.!r. 
S1wakPr. 

Tl"' :-;l'""'"r: The gentleman from 
Harris. 

::llr. Thom!'""': \Viii the gentkman 
from Kimi.],. vield? 

::IIr. :-;1,,,·rn,;m: ::IIr. Chairman, I de
clin<' to vh·l1l. 

::llr. p;,r1 of Dallas: Second read· 
ing. ::lfr. Chairman. 

Thr :-;peakcr: Gentlemen, all be 
seated. 

::llr. l'url: Sl'cond reading. 
The f'p<»tk<•r: I will gi\'e you a sec· 

ond rl'ading. The members will all 
kindlv take their scats. 

l\Ir: Woodruff: Mr. Chairman. 
)Ir. 8h•\·enson: ;\fr. Chairman, 

want to make one explanation, that is, 
whid1 of the .Johnsons were designate<!. 
Thl'\' Wl're A. :-;, .Johnson and \\'. H. 
Joh;1s<rn, nn•l not ,\. P. Johnson. 

The :-;(><'aker: Ladies and Gentle-
men of the Committee-I am going to 
re11uest all of you to sit in your seats, 
and let us ha\'e an orderly proceeding. 
There will I><' no disposition on the 
part of the Chair to hasten this mat
ter in the least, nil of n;u will have a 
chance to exprrS\s you~ views, unless 
cut off bv the uction of this House. I 
am going to give you a seeond rending 
of this motion. 

Mr. Purl: Upon the disposition of 
thi' wry imJH>rtant matter, ,·ery vital 
matter. I move a call of the committee 
until this matter is disposed of. 

The Speaker: Is the rall second<"d? 
The c·all is seconded. :N"ow, wait, gen
tleml'll, I will 11ot recognize anyone for 
any inquiry until this vote is tuken. 

)[r. Purl: Yob? ••·yea," ~.Jr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: As many as fa\"Or or· 

derin~ a !'all of the CommitteP until 
this ·mattl'f is disposed uf will \'ote 
~'yc•a," All opposed will vote "nay.'' 
I will ask all tlw gent lemM to take 
thC'ir St'ats. l '11til yon do, we will not 
proceed any furtlll'r. 

ll!r. l'Ptsd1 nf Gillespie: Mr. 
Speaker, the only ohjection that have 
to voting and the thing that I wish to 

a\'Oid is that we are not going to he 
rushed off our feet in this transaction. 

The Speaker: You will not be. 
Have all voted! There being ninety
seven "yeas" and fourteen "nays," the 
rail is ordered until this matter is dis
posed of. 

Mr. Purl: I move that the Sergeant
at-Arms, and such committee clerks as 
may ue necessary, be deputized to bring 
in nil absent members. 

Mr. Finlay of McCulloch: There is 
a quorum present. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas moves that the Sergeant-at
Arms. and surh committee clerks as 
may he necessary, be deputized to bring 
in all ahs••nt members. As many as 
ian>r the motion of the gentleman from 
Dallas will vote "yea," opposed "nay." 
The "yeas" have it. Mr. Sergeant-at
Arms, you will bring in the members 
who are in the rity. And the members 
present will please register. Have all 
registered, have all present registered 
on the hoard! All members please be 
SC'alcd. 

Mr. Purl: Second reading, Mr. 
Chuirman. 

The Speaker: Second reading of the 
motion is called for. The Clerk will 
read the motion. 

:\Ir. Woodruff: Point of order. 
The Speaker: State your point of 

order. 
l\1r. Woodruff: I make the p0int of 

ord<'r that thi• motion was made and 
signed up yesterday before the conclu· 
sion of the testimony in this investi
i:ation, and in view of the language of 
that motion itself, it is out of order, 
coming at this stage of the procedure. 

The Speaker: The Chair has no way 
of knowing that, it requires proof on 
that, Mr. Woodruff, and for that rea
son the point of order is respectfully 
overruled. 

Mr. Purl: Point of inquiry, Mr. 
Spraker. 

The Speaker: What is the inquiry! 
Mr. Purl: I want to ask the Chair 

whether or not-
A ::II ember: The gentleman is not in 

hi~ seat. 
The 8peak<'r: Mr. Purl, retire to 

your seat, plrasf'--l will wait until 
you go lmek. Gentlemen, we can be so 
mur-h more orderly if everyone of you 
will r<'main in your seats. 

Mr. Purl (after retiring to his seat): 
Mr. Chairman, I want to fbd out from 
tlw Speaker whether this resolution 
covers more than one subject, and if 
it does. I want to debate on it. One 
part of the resolution calls for Mr. 
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Robison being exonerated, the other 
part calls for his being reprimanded. 
I want to put a request, Mr. Speaker, 
and in connection debate on it at the 
present time. 

The Speaker: The Clerk will read 
the motion. 

(The Clerk thereupon read the mo· 
tion as previously set out.) 

Mr. Anderson of Bexar: Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Now, Mr. Purl, what 
was your request for a division? 

Mr. Purl: I want to find out if it 
covers more than two subjects, and if 
it does cover two subjects, whether or 
not we can get a division on it. 

The Speaker: Mr, Purl, this matter 
of whether or not it .is divisible is a 
question for the membership. 

Mr. Anderson of Bexar: Mr. 
Speaker, point of order. The only way 
he can get it is to send up a substi
tute. 

The Speaker: If you think there 
is more than one proposition in the 
motion, why should you make the re
quest, stating the divisions that you 
desire. 

Mr. DeWolfe of Mills: I would like 
to make this observation: There is 
nothing in that motion, as I under
stand it, that cuts off any discussion, 
Mr. Speaker, it simply says they are 
willing to submit it without argument. 

Mr. Van ·Zandt of Grayson: Mr. 
Speaker, the motion, as I understand 
it, calls for submission of the vote 
without debate. 

The Speaker: Mr. Van Zandt, the 
motion does not call for submission 
without debate. The Clerk will read 
the motion and let it speak for itself. 

(The Clerk thereupon again read the 
motion.) 

Mr. Purl: I am sending up a sub
stitute, Mr, Chairman. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas sends up the following substi
tute: 

(The Clerk read the amendment sent 
up by Mr. Purl, as follows): 

Amend pending resolution as follows: 
Provided that action shall not be 
taken by a vote on pending resolution 
until the attorneys both for the pro· 
ponent and respondent shall have op· 
portunity to sum up the evidence given 
in before this committee and argue the 
facts presented. 

Mr. Woodruff: 
The· Speaker: 

.Wise. 

Mr. Chairman. 
The gentleman from 

Mr. Woodruff: Ladies and Gentle
men of the House-This House of Rep· 
resentatives is in one of the most pe
culiar predicaments into which it has 
ever been thrown within my knowledge 
or within the knowledge of any of you. 
You are thrown into the proposition 
of facing here the question of debating 
a motion that was written and signed 
before the subject matter to which it 
went or intends to go could possibly 
have been known to any man in the 
House. I submit to you that if you do 
that, you do an injustice to this man 
Robison, when you adopt the motion 
that has been made here, if you want 
to give him a square deal. And I haye 
been standing on the floor of this House 
pleading for that man all these days, 
from the time this proceeding \legan. 
(Laughter in the House.) I have asked 
you from the very beginning to give 
tl)e man a chance, a fair chance, to 
have a.JI the facts brought out and 
aired to high heaven, and that the facts 
be carefully and closely studied by the 
membership of the House and by the 
people of Texas. And I submit to you 
here and now that not one man, in vot· 
ing on that motion, not one man nor 
one woman in the sound of my voice 
knows what is in the record, and you 
cannot know it unless you have studied 
it" and you won't know it until you 
h~ve had an interpretation of it by 
those who know what.is in the record. 
And who does know? Lloyd Price 
knows what is in that record. Dayton 
Moses knows what jg in that· record. 
Judge Smith knows what is in the 
record. Robert Allen, of Dallas, knows 
what is in there, C. T. Freeman, of 
Sherman, knows what is in there; but 
not another man in the House does 
know. And yet you are signing a 
solemn motion here, and asking the Leg· 
islature of Texas, you are asking the . 
people of Texas themselves, to pass 
upon a proposition that is entirely 
false on the face .of it. You have said 
in the motion that was written thirty
six hours before this period-thirty-six 
hours ago this motion was drafted
and you could not possibly have known 
at the writing thereof what the record 
showed or what it would show. 

Mr. Purl: Wi!l the gentleman yield? 
The Speaker: Will the gentleman 

from Wise yield to the gentleman from 
Dallas? 

Mr. Woodruff: Yes. 
Mr. Purl: Mr. Woodruff, is it agree

able, if we can do so with the propo
ents of the resolution, to make an agree
ment that the attorneys for both sides 
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shall make arguments, the time limit 
to be decided by the Speaker, that no 
member of the House will speak, but 
the Committee will hear counsel on both 
sides and then take a vote? 

lllr. Woodruff: That is exactly what 
I am about to ask you for. (Cries of 
"no.") I am asking. Ladies and Gen
tlemen of the House-

1\Ir. Purl: \\'ill the gentleman yield? 
The Speaker: \\"ill the gentleman 

from Wise yield to the gentleman from 
Dallas? 

lllr. \Yoodruff: Yes, sir. 
lllr. Purl: Will you send up a reso

lution to that effect? 
Mr. Woodruff: Let me finish my 

statement, I am right in the middle 
of it, an•! then I will do that. I might 
sa.v to ~·ou this much-

Mr. Kincaid of Foard: Will the gen
t.ll'!nan yield? 

The ispeaker: Does the gentleman 
from \Yisc yield to the gentleman from 
Foard? 

l\Ir. \Voodrulf: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kincaid: That resolution, as 

sent down and adopted by the House, 
called for high crimes and misde
meanors. 

Mr. Woodruff: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kincaid: There are a good 

many lawyers in this House who know 
what that means. There are Jots of 
them that don't really know what those 
terms mean, and unless they are ex
plained, how are we going to vote in
telligently on it? 

Mr. \\'oodruff: I am glad you raised 
that question. I attempted to explain 
to the m<>mhcrship of the House in the 
original statement I made on the floor 
con<'erning this matter that the terms 
''high cri1nes and misdemeanors," as con
templated in the Constitution of this 
State, and of nerv other State. and as 
construed bv the text book writers the 
world over'. throughout the English
speaking wor Id, are to the effect that 
a misdemeanor or high crime, as con
templated in the impeachment of a per
son, was not necessarily an indictable 
offense; and I am Ii ere to tell yon once 
more that it doesn't mean that this 
man has been guilty of crime under 
the Penal Code of Texas, when yon say 
that he has been guilty of high crimes 
and misdemeannrs, that doesn't mean 
he has been guilty of such crimes and 
misdemeanors unless yon say he has 
been guilty of high crimes and misde
meanors. I can illustrate that best this 
way: Suppose your Governor tomor
row morning, as lw has the power to 
do under th.- Constitution established 

for Texas, should swing wide the gates 
of your prison farms and release from 
prison, release every prisoner in the 
penitentiary on the citizenship of 
Texas, is there any man here who 
wouldn't say that wasn't high crimes 
and misdemeanors, is there any man 
who wouldn't say that that was official 
misconduct on the part of the Gov· 
er nor? 

l\Ir. Pope of Jones: Point of inquiry. 
The Speaker: State your inquiry. 
Mr. Pope: I would like to know 

whether this House is going to vote to 
hear the arguments by members of this 
House and counsel employed by this 
House? 

The Speaker: That is a matter en
tirely within the province of the House. 
The gentleman from Wise. 

Mr. Woodruff: Now, Ladies and Gen· 
tlemen of the Committee--! don't want 
to take up your time, but I want to 
call your attention to the fact that 
you are in a peculiar situation here. 
Yon are called upon to determine 
whether this man be guilty of miscon· 
duct or not, on a recommendation made 
to the Honse thirty-six hours before 
you had heard the case, and before any 
man here knew what was in the rec· 
ord. And I am asking you here now 
to \"Ote down this motion this after· 
noon and adopt some sort of program 
of p~ocedure that would entitle ~s ~o 
hear the interpretation of what 1s m 
the record by those who are best fitted 
and qualified to speak upon that sub
ject, and only until th~t i~ done can you 
possibly know what 1s m the record. 
I say to you that it is most unusual 
procedure when a man testifies here 
on the st~nd- I want you to get this, 
now-he testified here on the stand yes
terday that he paid $74.00 out of this 
fund to buy the things he thongl~t nec
essa rv at one time for the eqmpment 
of a· Ford automobile. Do you think 
that is right 1 I say to you that there 
are $32,000.00 gone out of a fund that 
was not the property of the respondent 
in this case. 

}Ir. Webb of Ector: Will the gen
tleman yield? 

The Speaker: Does the gentleman 
from Wise yield to the gentleman from 
Ector? 

Mr. Woodruff: I decline to yield 
right now. $32,000.00 are gone, it has 
never been explained up to this time. 
If the counsel here who know what is 
in the record can explain it, we ought 
to hear them. I have followed it very 
closely and read much of it, but I don't 
know what the explanation has been, 
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and you don't know. $32,000.00, that 
was not the money of the Land Com
missioner, has been dissipated in some 
manner unexplained at this time. If 
his attorneys can interpret the testi
mony that is in the record and satisfy 
me that no portion of that money
not his money, it may be the State's 
money, it may be someone else's, there 
is a legal question involved in that, 
but there is one proposition about 
which there is no question, and that 
is it was not the property of the Land 
Commissioner and he spent it and is 
not able to account for it-was im
properly use, I want to hear them; and 
unless his counsel can put his finger 
on that spot in the record where it is 
10xplained-and I want him to have the 
fullest opportunity to do it, I want 
him to go as far as it is humanly pos
sible to explain it-that is a serious 
matter to be considered by this Com
mittee. 

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Rouse, if you won't interrupt me, I 
will close with this remark: Here is 
a situation about which we know piti
fully little, to which we should give 
the most solemn consideration and 
reach the most solemn judgment that 
we can arrive at, and we should have 
the fullest interpretation in the deter
mination of the evidence on the prop
osition, and I say to you now that if 
you adopt the motion that has been 
made here, you will not have given the 
.gentleman from the Land Office the op
portunity to which he is entitled-and 
that is, to go as far as it is humanly 
possible in explaining the situation 
into which he is unfortunately thrown 
tonight, and you will deny him by the 
·adoption of that motion that right 
that I think he ought to be compelled 
to exercise-he not only has that duty, 
but he ought to be -required to exer
cise it, to the end that the future Com
missioners who read the records writ
ten here shall know the truth and all 
the truth in so far as it is possible to 
know it. And I submit that you can
not get it and you canMt intelligently 
cast your vote on this proposition, you 
cannot vote intelligently until you have 
had a resume, until you have had an 
interpretation of all the facts as 
brought out in the evidence, by the 
Land Commissi-Oner's counsel. 

Mr: Pope o.f Jones: Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

The Speaker: Does the gentleman 
from Wise yifld to the gentleman from 
Jones? 

Mr. Woodruff: Now, Mr. Speaker, 
move that the motion be tabled. 
The Speaker: 'The gentleman from 

Wise moves to table the motion. The 
question is now on the motion to table. 

Mr. Purl: Will the gentleman from 
Wise yield for a minute? 

The Speaker: Will the gentleman 
from Wise yield to the gentleman from 
Dallas? 

Mr. Woodruff: I am yielding the 
floor, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The gentleman is yield
ing the floor. 

(Cries of "Vote!" "Vote!") 
The Speaker: As many as favor the 

motion to table the motion to dismiss 
will vote "yea," and those opposed wm 
vote "nay." Have you all voted? I 
will call the committee out. The gentle
man from Tom Green sends up the fol
lowing announcement: 

I wish to pair with C. B. Maynard in 
the matter of the investigation of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Of
fice, J. T. Robison, who votes "yea" on 
the impeachment, as I vote "nay" 
against the impeachment. 

Signed-J. W. Kinnear, C. B. May
nard. 

The Chair knows no precedent on it, 
but the same rules of the House govern 
the rules of the committee, and it is ad
missible. 

Mr. 'Voodruff: Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to a point of order on the pair, for the 
reason that Mr. Kinnear, the gentleman 
from Jefferson, did not sign it. 

The Speaker : His name is signed to 
it; that is all I know. Rave all voted! 

Mr. Petsch: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Gillespie. 
Mr. Petsch: Judge Jenkins is away 

from here and sick. He would vote in 
opposition to table, and I vote in favor 
of it. 

The Speaker: The gentleman sends 
up a pair. 

(The pair sent up by Mr. Petsch is as 
follows) : 

Mr. Jenkins (absent on account of 
sickness), who would vote "nay" on 
any charges which may be presented 
against the Land Commissioner, is 
paired with Mr. Petsch (present), who 
would vote "yea." It is understood that 
this is a general pair on all questions 
involving the proposed impeachment of 
Mr. Robison, and on motions to table 
and other parliamentary procedure, 
wherever Mr. Petsch would vote "nay" 
Mr. Jenkins would vote "yea," and vice 
versa, the intent of the pair being that 
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on any question which tends to vote 
impeachment charges against the Land 
Commissioner, Mr. Jenkins is to be re
corded as voting "nay." 

Signed-C. H . .Tenki""· ]{<·p. 12;"jth 
District; Petsch, Rep. 85th. 

The Speaker: Any opposition to the 
pairs? Now, have all voted? There 
being 4 7 "yeas" and 67 "nays," the mo
tion to table is lost. 

(The motion was lost by the following 
vote): 

Yeas-47. 

Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Avis. 
Bond. 
Bounds. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 
Cux of Limestone. 
Davis. 
Enderby. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Forbes. 
Graves 

of Williamson. 
Hardy. 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
Keeton. 
Kennedy. 
Kincaid. 
Loy. 

Martin. 
Mauritz. 
McCombs. 
McGill. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer 
Purl. 
Quinn. 
Ray. 
Savage. 
Shaver. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Veatch. 
Waddell. 
Walters. 
Wiggs. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Woodall. 
Woodruff. 

Nays-67. 

Ackerman. 
Baker. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Brooks. 
Chastain. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Lamar. 
De Wolfe. 
Dunlap. 
Finn. 
Finlay. 
Gates. 
Gerron. 
Gilbert. 
Giles. 
Graves of Erath. 
Harman. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hopkins. 
Hornaday. 
Hubbard. 

Johnson 
of Dimmit. 

Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Justiss. 
Keller. 
Kenyon. 
King. 
Lee. 
Long of Houston. 
Long of Wichita. 
Mankin. 
McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Minor. 
Moore. 
Mullally. 
Murphy. 
Olsen. 
Patterson. 
Pavlica. 
Pool. 
Pope of Jones. 

Pope of Nueces. 
Reader. 
Renfro. 
Rountree. 
Sanders. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Stevenson. 
Storey. 

Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Tillotson. 
Turner. 
Warwick
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 

of Travis. 
Young. 

Absent. 

Acker. 
Baldwin. 
Bradley. 
Duvall. 
Fuchs. 
Harding. 
Hines. 
Jenkins. 
Jones. 
Kayton. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 

Lem ens. 
Marks. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 
Morse. 
Prendergast. 
Reid .. 
Smith. 
Strong. 
Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dallas sends up the following amend
ment: 

(The Clerk read the amendment as 
follows): 

Amend pending resolution as follows: 
Provided that action shall not be taken 
by vote on pending resolution until the 
attorneys both for the proponents and 
respondent shall have opportunity to 
sum up the evidence given in before this 
committee and argue the facts pre· 
sented; the time to be consumed to be 
decided by the Chairman of the Com
mittee of the Whole. 

Signed-Purl. 
(Cries of "No!") 
A :Member: I call for a second read

ing, l\fr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: A second reading is 

called for. The Clerk will read the 
amendment the second time. 

(The Clerk again read the amend
ment.) 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
l\lr. Pur I : Mr. Chairman and Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the Committee. 
l\fr. Kenyon of Galveston: Point of 

order, Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: On the point of order, 

I think the amendment is germane. It 
is up to the House entirely. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman, Gentle
men and Ladies of the Committee: You 
have heard the resolution-

The Speaker: The ge~tleman from 
Galveston has made a point of order. 
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Mr. Kenyon: My point, Mr. Chair

man, is this: The original motion-
Mr. Forbes of Parker: I suggest that 

the gentleman from Galveston has been 
absent so long that somebody introduce 
him to the House. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Kenyon: Now, M_r. Chairman, 
Mr. Petsch knows me pretty well with
out any introduction, having met me 
many times before this. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, my point in this is this : 
There is a certain motion filed, moving 
this committee to hold that there has 
not been sufficient evidence put before 
the committee to sustain the charges 
made against the Land Commissioner, 
and moving this committee to dismiss 
these charges. The amendment, or 
whatever you may call it, introduced by 
the gentleman from Dallas, in no way 
touches upon whether or not these 
charges shall be dismissed in any way, 
whether or not there is sufficient evi
dence, but attempts to promulgate a 
system of procedure to do away with 
acting on the motion at this. time. My 
point is that it is in no way germane 
to the intention of the motion, wording 
of the motion, or the sense of the mo
tion. 

The Speaker: Now, the Chair is of 
the opinion that this committee can do 
just as it pleases. If it wishes to hear 
counsel, it may do so; and while I think 
the amendment may not be as close as 
many other amendments possibly could 
be, still I think that it is in order at 
this time. The Chair will reRpectfullv 
overrule the point of order. The gentli
man from Dallas. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman and Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the Committee--It is 
now 6 :35, and I am just going to detain 
you for a few minutes. I can see by 
the vote that was sent up here, I can 
see here by the evidence of this resolu
tion, that apparently certain members 
of the House exercised their privilege, 
and it is not up to me to criticize them, 
and I am not going to criticize them. 
They signed up the resolution. Now, 
considering the facts of this vital and 
important case, I do submit that if you 

. folks are smart enough and wise enough 
to have already made up your minds, 
then certainly you should be willing to 
stand on the side lines long enough for 
some other members of the House .to 
make up their minds. I believe I repre
sent some of the people in this House 
who would like to hear the evidence 
summed up, if for no other reason than 
to enable them to go back home and. 
tell their constituents what the facts 

are, how the procedure was ·carried on• 
down here and what they were doing. 
Now, this is an unusual procedure. We 
have employed counsel, Mr. Robison has 
procured counsel-Mr. Moses and Mr. 
Price and Mr. Smith, ~o able and com
petent to represent him, and I submit 
that, as much as I like to talk, yet I 
believe the members of this House would 
be willing and anxious to hear counsel's 
arguments. You people seem to have 
made up your minds, why not let us 
hear the facts as presented by counsel 
on both sides? 

Mr. Metcalfe of Tom Green: Does 
the gentleman yield? 

The Speaker: Will the gentleman 
from Dallas yield to the gentleman from 
Tom Green? 

Mr. Purl: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Metcalfe: Mr. Purl, if they have . 

already made up their minds how' they 
are going to vote, why take the time for 
argument? 

Mr. Purl: I will answer that ques
tion, unless it might mean my friend, 
Mr. Metcalfe, might be afraid that if 
he heard the arguments of counsel for 
proponents and for the respondent he 
would change bis mind. But I do sub
mit that those members of this House 
who have signed the resolution-and it 
is their privilege to sign it, I am not 
criticising them, I knew it was to be 
done, it was told me in confidence
should be willing that those members 
who have not made up their minds may 
have the opportunity of hearing the 
arguments presented by the respective 
counsel. Now, I say here to those mem
bers who have signed the resolution, 
since you have voted, why do you object 
to having the facts brought out here, 
and close the proceedings in an orderly 
manner, and let us be able to go back 
home and tell our constituents what the 
facts are, and let the record show that 
Mr. Robison was investigated by this 
House and, after all the facts were told, 
there was nothing to it, and this House 
let him go along his way and said he 
had done no wrong. The argument of 
counsel is just a matter that completes. 
the record and, certainly, those who have 
not signed the resolution are entitled t0o 
the benefit of the arguments by able 
counsel on both sides. Now, I don't 
undertake in the amendment to this reso
lution to say how long they shall ·talk, 
but I have confidence in the Chairman 
of this Committee; he is not going t<> 
use any dilatory tactics, he is just as 
anxious to go out of this and go on to 

1 other matters as any member of this 
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House; I have confidence enough in our 
Chairman to say that I know that he 
is not going to let counsel for both sides 
take up any too much time, and I for 
·one am willing to dose my mouth and 
seal my mouth, provided the Chairman 
can prorate the time for counsel on 
both sides. And I think that is fair. 
If you haYe ginn the vote, if you have 
.already decided what is going to happen, 
what harm could there be to hear the 
evidence discussed and hear a couple of 
.arguments on it and complete the rec
ord! And then you can go back home 
.and tell the people that this proceeding 
was completed in an orderly manner, 
and can tell them what the facts are. 
I want to tell you-those who signed 
the resolution-in my humble judgment 
you are doing l\lr. Robison more in
justice than anybody has done by in
troducing the resolution, because he has 
come here and told the facts as he knows 
them. Now, all you have got to do is to 
go «n through 1dth it, and you should 
do it in justiee to l\fr. Hobison. The 
papers will say tomorrow this thing 
was brought to an abrupt end. without 
going through with it in due form, and 
it is going to hurt-it is going to hurt 
Mr. Hobison, hurt the ones that signed 
the resolution, and hurt the 011es who 
sit in here. I submit it is fair, it is 
right, that the people at home han got 
the right to know that these proceedings 
that you are spending your money for
that you have spent $4000.00 for, have 
been carried through to a logical end. 
What harm can come from it. if you 
have got the votes and if you are not 
afraid somebody might ehange your 
votes by marshalling the farts in front 
of you? 

Judge Bond of Kaufman: Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yiPld "! 

The Speaker: \Viii the gen tie man 
from Dallas yield to the gentleman from 
Kaufman? 

Mr. Purl: Yes, sir, I yield. 
Judge Bond: Mr. Purl, don't you 

know it to be a fact that this resolu
tion was circulated ~·esterday for signa
tnres before the evidence in this case 
had been con<'luded and introduced here 
upon the trial yesterday and today? 

Mr. Purl: I will let you testify to 
that, Mr. Boncl. 

Judge Bond: Don't you know it to 
be a fact? 

Mr. Anderson of Bexar: Mr. Chair
man and Gentlemen-As to the argu
ment put up by l\Ir. Purl, and as to 
whether the members of this House want 
to hear any argument of the lawyers
I am not in a position to state, !mt I 

understand this House is composed of 
about sixty lawyers in here. He has 
admitted that all arguments will be in 
min, and he votes to table this motion. 
I have been asked to sign this motion, 
!mt it didn't occur to me at that time 
that we should sign any motion before 
the evidence had been finally introduced. 
I want to move the previous question 
on the pending motion and amendment. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Bexar moves the previous question on 
the pending motion and amendment. Is 
the previous question seconded? 

A Member: I second the motion . 
The Speaker: All those in favor of 

the motion on the previous question will 
rote "y<•a" and those opposed will vote 
"nay." Have you all voted? There be· 
ing 71 "yeas" and 46 "nays," the pre
vious question is ordered. 

(The motion on the previous question 
prerniled by the following vote) : 

Yeas-72. 

Anderson. 
Avis. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Bounds. 
Bradley. 
Brooks. 
Chastain. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 
Cox of Lamar. 
De Wolfe. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Finlay. 
Gates. 
Gerron. 
Gilbert. 
Giles. 
Graves of Erath. 
Hardy. 
Harm1m. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hopkins. 
Hornaday. 
Hubbard. 
Johnson 

of Dimmit. 
Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Justiss. 
Keller. 
Kenyo,n. 
Lee. 
Long of Wichita. 
Mankin. 

McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Minor. 
Moore. 
Mullally. 
Olsen. 

.Patterson. 
Pavlica. 
Pool. 
Pope of Jones. 
Pope of Nueces. 
Quinn. 
Reader. 
Rogers. 
Rountree. 
Shaver. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Sinks. 
Speck. 
Stevenson. 
Storey. 
Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Tillotson. 
Turner. 
Veatch. 
Warwick. 
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Williams 

of Travis. 

Nays-48. 

Ackerman. Albritton. 
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Baker. 
Bond. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Limestone. 
Davis. 
Enderby. 
Finn. 
Forbes. 
Graves 

of Williamson. 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
Keeton. 
Kennedy. 
Kincaid. 
Long of Houston. 
Loy. 
Martin. 
Mauritz. 
Maynard. 

McCombs. 
McGill. 
Mosely. 
Murphy. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Petsch. 
Purl. 
Ray. 
Renfro. 
Sanders. 
Savage. 
Snelgrove. 

·Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Waddell. 
Walters. 
Wiggs. 
Woodall. 
Woodruff. 
young. 

Absent. 

Acker. 
Adkins. 
Baldwin. 
Dunlap. 
Duvall. 
Fuchs. 
Harding. 
Hines. 
Jenkins. 
Jones. 
Kayton. 
Kemble. 
King. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 

Lem ens. 
Marks. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 
Morse. 
Nicholson. 
Prendergast. 
Reid. 
Richardson. 
Smith. 
Strong. 
Wallace. 
Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

The Speaker: The question now is on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Dallas. I will state right now 
that, under the previous question, the 
author of the amendment may be heard 
and the author of the motion may be 
heard. Do you care to be heard, Mr. 
Purl? 

Mr. Purl: Yes. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman, can I yield 

my time to anyone! 
The Speaker: With the consent of 

the House. 
Mr. Purl: I will designate. 
The Speaker : The gentleman from 

Dallas desires to yield part of his 
time to--

Mr. Pnrl: A member of the House. 
The Speaker: A member of the 

House. Is there any objection! 
A Member: I object. 

The Speaker: There is objection. 
Mr. Wiggs of Lamar: Will the gen

tleman yield! 
The Speaker: Will the gentleman 

from Dallas yield to the gentleman from 
Lamar! 

Mr. Pui"l: I yield. 
Mr. Wiggs: Mr. Purl, you are aware 

of the fact that many of us in the House 
are not lawyers and don't know the law 
in the case. And do you think it would 
be fair to us who are not lawyers to 
close this case without hearing the argu
ments in the case! 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman, Ladies and
0 

Gentlemen of the Committee-In view of 
the motion to table having been made, 
I want to say I would not have in
flicted myself on you again if the mo
tion to table this little resolution of 
mine had not been made, on the previous 
question, I wouldn't have inflicted my
self upon this assembly because I real
ize and I am frank to say that I am 
speaking in vain-I realize that no 
matter what I say it will not mean a 
thing. But at the same time I am not 
speaking especially to those who have 
their ears closed, but I am speaking 
here tonight because I feel it is my duty 
to the people that sent me down here 
to do what I could to see that the pro
cedure goes on in this House in the 
right way, and to live up to my convic
tions and my conscience. Now, then, 
they have won over my side on the mo
tion. That means that those who want 
to hear argument on both sides of this 
case, their lips will be sealed, as under 
the rules of this House only those who 
have signed this resolution to acquit 
l\fr. Ro\Jison can talk. I am now speak
ing on this resolution, because in the 
body of the motion only those who 
signed the resolution will have the 
privilege of discussing the proposition 
of whether or not the Land Commis
sioner will go his way, -acquitted; and 
those who might, perhaps, think that 
we should go into it further, their lips 
are sealed, they are to sit dumb in their 
seats, by vote of the majority of the 
House, and we have to bow to it. But 
I do call upon the members, if there are' 
any, who have not made up their minds 
on my amendment-I cannot ask about 
the majority of them, I am speaking 
now to those who are not attorneys, as 
the gentleman over here says-to those 
who do not know, and who do not pre
tend to know, the law, and I am speak
ing of the lawyers, who do not have the 
law on the subject and would be glad 
to have it presented to them. Now, those 
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members in the House who are not at
torneys, and those lawyers who are in 
the House that confess they are not 
familiar with the law, I certainly hope, 
and I believe, there are enough of you 
here to rise above this resolution that 
is now before the Honse. You have 
committed yoursch"es, and it is up to 
you and your conscience whether you 
can Yiolate it. I am not asking you to 
take your name off the resolution, I am 
not asking you to change your vote 
when the time comes, but I am asking 
you whether or not you want to go 
1,iome to your people and tell them you 
spent $4000.00 in investigating the cir
cumstances in connection with a public 
official, and then you spent--! don't 
know what amount-in printing the tes
timony in the Journal in order {hat you 
might read it and know all about it, 
and vou hired counsel to come down 
here 'to assist you in getting at the 
facts. Now, the resolution is before 
you, it is passed up, you have ordered 
the previous question on it, and there 
is but one thing left for this House to 
do, and everybody knows what is going 
to happen. But the question is whether 
or not you want to make the Legisla
ture ridiculous in the minds of the peo
ple of Texas. You cast your eyes be
hind your back and vote up there ( indi
cating the board) when you know that 
your people want both sides repre
sented. I was very much impressed 
with counsel's statement that he wanted 
the witnesses to come down here, and 
he wanted you to look them in the eye, 
and he stated the great State of Texas 
could spend all the time that was neces
sary to find out whether or not a public 
official had been done a grievous crime 
or wrong by the filing of charges against 
him; he said that the State could take 
all the time necessary, and he said the 
great State of Texas-his great State, 
and my great State-could spend as 
much money as was necessary to deter
mine the facts in the matter. Now, 
then, we have provided facts here, some
body has brought them here, the House 
has heard them, and I think both sides 
have been ably represented. Now, what 
could be the harm, what harm could you 
do by doing the thing I told you 1 I be
lieve there would be no harm in hear
ing the argument of counsel; I believe 
the members would like to hear them; 
I think they ought to have them heard 
before they signed the petition. This 
resolution says that the counsel for both 
sides shall agree on the time, subject to 
the Chairman of the Committee of the 
\Vhole. I helieYe that your Chairman, Mr. 

Barron, would be like a just judge and 
would give each side a reasonable length 
of time, and hold them to it. And that 
is all I ask you to do, and I sincerely 
hope the House will, before they adopt 
the resolution, give counsel for both 
•ides an opportunity to discuss the tes
timony and the facts in this case from 
their viewpoints, for the benefit of those 
in the Committee whose minds are not 
already made up. 

(Cries of "no.") 
Mr. Kincaid of Foard: Will the gen

tleman yield? 
The Speaker: Does the gentleman 

from Dallas yield to the gentleman from 
Foard? 

l\f r. Pur 1 : I yield. 
::\Ir. Kincaid: All of us, George, who 

do not believe that the office has been 
ronducted just as it should have been 
conducted, but still are not sure that 
this misconduct constitutes high crimes 
and misdemeanors, shall we sit here and 
not vote at all 1 

Mr. Purl: My friend from Tom Green, 
I want to know if you didn't send up 
a resolution here before this procedure 
Rtarted that Mr. Robison be reprimanded 
and nothing happened to it 1 Now, I 
will aok you if you didn't do that. Now, 
I want to know if the House won't let 
us Liear these arguments, and I hope you 
will have arguments on this and con
clude the record and make the record 
complete. 

Judge Bond of Kaufman: Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Purl: I yield. 
The Speaker: The gnntleman from 

Dallas yields to the gentleman from 
Kaufman. 

Judge Bond: l\Ir. Moses and Senator 
Price and Mr. Smith are among the 
ablest and most reputable attorneys in 
the State of Texas. Do you believe that 
they would ratify and approve of this 
effort to shut down debate upon this 
question now before this House if it 
were left to them? 

l\Ir. Purl: I don't believe what they be
lieve. But I do believe that at this time 
it will be to the great credit of the 
House to go through according to cus
tom. 

:\fr. Thompson of Harris: A question 
of personal privilei;:e, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Harris rises on a question of personal 
privilege. 

l\Ir. Thompson: Mr. Chairman and 
:1.lembers of the Committee: I think the 
proceedings are unusual indeed, when 
the members of this committee a.re go-
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ing to vote their expressions they are 
not to be permitted to use their discre
tion, but they are going to be coerced 
by what I call a mob, I say to the mem
bers of this committee that if I were 
being tried I would want to be exoner
ated, but I wouldn't want any mob to 
clear me. I would not. I would not be 
true to my principles nor to my feelings 
if I did not express myself and defend 
the good people of this State. I don't 
say that this Commissioner is guilty. 
I have never taken any part in the dis
cussion of this matter. This petition 
was never presented to me, and I think 
that is the greatest compliment to my 
character that has been since I have 
been in this House. I feel sorry for some 
<>f the young members of this House, be
cause I believe they knew what they were 
doing when they signed this petition. The 
-0lder members, I care nothing about 
. them, because a great many of them are 
in the same position as I-they probably 
have lived their time and have done all 
the good they could for the State. What 
I want to do about this rsolution, I am 
not speaking to the resolution, but I 
do say this, that if you want to be 
fair, if you want to be square, then you 
are going to vote for the Purl amend
ment; and you will not be fair and you 
will not be square with your conscience 
if you don't do it. That is my opinion. 

Mr. Woodall: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker : The gentleman from 

Harrison. 
Mr. Woodall: Mr. Chairman and 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Committee, 
this is the most important matter this 
body has had before it, certainly in the 
three terms in which I have served as a 
member of it. It is a matter which cer
tainly should call for the most honest 
and deliberative consideration of every 
member of this body. 

A Member: Point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. Is the gentleman speaking to 
personal privilege? 

Mr. Woodall: So far as I am con
cerned, I would be the last one to trans
gress the rules of this House by not 
speaking to personal privilege. I hope 
you will bear with me in my feeble at
tempt to show you why this matter is 
personal privilege, if you please. 

From the beginning of this investi
gation, God before me as my witness, 
I have tried to maintain an attitude 
of entire fairness, both to the respondent 
in this case and to those who might 
seek to ha\·e him impeached upon charges 
<>f high crimes and misdemeanors. I 

know that, as a member of this body 
it is incumbent upon me as a membe: 
to take my stand in this matter one way 
or another. Mr. Robison, you are either 
innocent of the charges that have been 
brought against you and you should be 
exonerated, or you are guilty. 

Ladies and gentlemen of this House 
until we as members can fairly and con'. 
scientiously look the facts in the face and 
know what we are doing, how are we 
to know we are to reach a proper and 
a just verdict? 

I say to you I am not one of those 
who would crucify this old man, who 
has given the best years of his life over 
yonder in the Land Office, upon a cross 
of hate. Neither am I one who would 
forget my constitutional oath of office 
in trying to arrive at a fair and honest 
.and deliberative conclusion according to 
the evidence as it has been set before us . 

But I say to you that it has been im
possible for me, as these proceedings 
have been carried on, to go to the very 
heart of the situation 'and determine· 
for myself whether those charges should 
be worthy of consideration and should 
be voted, or whether he should be given 
a complete exoneration. 

And as for myself, now I am coming 
to the point of personal privilege, I 
have a duty I owe to my State, and that 
you owe to your State, to vote intelli
gently upon this matter, and if by the 
action of this House that is denied me, 
I shall be forced to cast a white light 
on this proposition. 

Mr. Albritton: Mr. Chairman. 
'rhe Speaker: The gentleman from 

DeWitt. 
Mr. Albritton: Mr. Chairman and 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Commit
tee-Never before in my life have I r.isen 
in any place to a point of personal priv
ilege. I would rather, if there was one 
man connected with this business, go 
out on the front of this yard and settle 
the matter than to oom~ before this 
House on a point of personal privilege. 

But I am in this attitude. I am here 
as a member of this House to do my 
duty on every question that comes before 
us. Under the resolution that was 
passed by the House for investigation I 
am bound, wl1en I cast my vote at the 
conclusion, to vote yea or nay. And I 
say to you, Mr. Chairman and gentle
men, I don't think the old gentleman 
has committed a crime that justified 
impearhment; neither do I believe that 
he is guiltless. I think he has been 
careless and has done many things that 
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he ought not to have done, but not to 
the extent that he should be impeached. 

Mr. Forbes: l\fr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The i:entleman from 

Parker on personal privilege. 
)Jr. Forbes: :\Ir. Speaker and mem

bers of the House. now I take this op
portunity to say that I at least han 
made a good juror. I came right down 
here and olaeed mv ehair where I eould 
listen att~nti,·ely. • And I want to hear 
the attorneys argue the case. 

:\!any of thrn-c who signed the resolu
tion haw paid no attention to what was 
going on. They didn •t seem to wa11t to 
hear the e,·idenee. and I don't think thev 
want to hear it now. I want to say ttu{t 
I wanted to hear it then, and I want 
to l1<•ar it now. \\'hv are the able at
torneys representing the parties here. if 
\\"l' are 11ot to be permitted to hear what 
tlwy han• to say'! As it stands now I 
m.utd be for<"ed to perform what I con
sider a painful duty. Perhaps if I 
could hear mv friend l\Ioses I could 
see it in a di.fferent light. If you do 
not let me hear the argument of these 
ahk cou11st•l you are depriving me of my 
~ig-hts a~ an An1erican eitizen and deny
ing mr th? YahH• of hearing counsel on 
t hi~ propo:-;ition. 

I say you ought not to deprin me of 
that right. I want to hear the evi
dt•nce 1liscnssed. and hear it analyzed 
l1y those who are i11 a l1Piter posftion 
to do it, a11d I may be able to perform 
a dnt,v that would not be painful. Let's 
hear the able counsel on both sides, and 
we will be in a better position to vote 
on this matter. Let's have a full. free 
and open hearing on this que,..tion. I 
appeal to you, as an American eitizen, 
that I haYe a right to hear them, and 
if you refuse mt• of that right you have 
depril·Nl me of one of the most sarred 
rights of an AmeriC'an citizen. 

Mr. K<'n\'on: Has there hr1·n any n" 
<"<'nt change i 11 the meaning of per~o11a 1 
privilrge in thi~ House? 

The SpeakPr: The CIHlir ran not de
tl'rmine whrthE'r it i:.: Jll'l':.:onal privilt~ge 
until he hear< it. 

:lfr. lllef!ill: :llr. Chairman. 
Thl' Spl'nk<-r: The i.:entlcman from El 

Pa:-.o. 
~Ir. ~!C'Gill: :lfr. Chairman and mem

ber" of tlw Committee, I am going to 
s1wak on Jler~onal prh·ilPge. I have 
sat onr tht•re and han tried to listen 
to thr ,,,·i1h·11<'e from all parties. just 
a' well as r eould. I hnn gotten let-
1tlr~. as prohal1lv :-mue of vou have O'Ot
tt•n lettc·rs fro~n your l"'iiizen:.:, telling 

von to do 01w thing or another, and 
ha ,.e thrown them in the waste basket 
and told them it was impropel" to write 
rnch letters. 

I just want to say this, that I have 
heard jurors say that they don't pay 
any attention to the lawyers, but that 
tlwy wait until the nidenre is in and 
then decide the matter; but I want to 
tell you that I have heard lawyers say 
that sometimes an argument is worth 
two or three witnesses. 

I want tu be fair. I have tried to 
ra~t aside in this. proceeding my fril'nd
sl11p for l\Ir. Robison, and I have tried 
to cast aside all political influences and 
all requests from my citizens, and to 
decide these questions according to the 
law and the evidence. I may have my 
mind made up right now. I am not go
ing to be like :\Ir. Woodall. I am goincr 
to tell you if I am forced to vote I aX:: 
going to Yote my convictions the best 
1 ran. I want to say that if you do 
not give ns an opportunity to hear ar
i:uments that you are doing the gravest 
injustice to )Ir. Robison that could pos
,ihly be done. That is all there is to it. 

I appeal to the sound fairness and 
int .. grity of this House that you allow 
us to hear argument. I don't want ths 
right to argue myself. I don't want 
an~· member of this House to have the 
right to argue. All I want is for these 
attorneys whom we have employed, and 
the attorneys for the respondent, to sum 
up the evidence in this case, and then 
the people of Texas will be satisfied, and 
I will be satisfied. But if you don't do 
that you will force me to go hack to 
my desk, and I won't push a white but
ton, because I don't do that kind of a 
thing. 

I tell you it is not fair to me, and 
it is not fair to any member of this 
Hou.;e or this rommittee. Let's go on 
through with this thing and hear the 
arguments of counsel, and then let every 
member cast an intelligent vote as his 
<'OTI!-'cienr·e dietates. 

l\Ir. Graves of Williamson: )fr. 
Speaker. 

The Speak~r: The gentleman from 
WillianlEon. 

)Ir. Grm·e~ of Williamson: Mr. 
Speaker and ladies and gentlemen of 
the Committee, I rise to a point of per
sonal pril·ilege, and I think it is a point 
I am per.-onally interested in. By every 
nth• of orderly conduct we are entitled 
to hear the arguments of counsel, as 
was provided for in the beginning, and 
let counsel tell you, or endeavor to 
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explain as nearly as they can, the facts 
on both sides, and let me have a chance 
to write a fair and impartial judgment, 
according to the lights that God has 
given me. 

It is not fair to sit here witn our 
hands shackled and our brains shackled 
and vote upon something without a full, 
fair and free discussion of the facts. It 
is unfair to the Land Commissioner of 
Texas, it is unfair to him to put the 
gag rule on us. It is unfair to us, and 
I say it is a matter of personal privi
lege to me, and I ought to be able to 
hear the testimony discussed before I 
vote yea or nay. 

Mr. Hogg: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Harris. 
Mr. Hogg: Mr. Speaker and ladies 

and gentlemen of the House, I just want 
to make this statement. I want to raise 
my voice in protest to a proceeding of 
this kind. I don't want to do it. I 
just feel compelled to do it. I believe 
it is a mater of personal privilege that 
I should come up here and tell you that 
we should certainly hear the evidence 
in this case, as brought out here, dis
cussed by the attorneys on both sides, 
before we permit the steam roller to 
smash us to hell. That is what I think. 

The Speaker : The question is on the 
adoption of the amendment to the mo
tion. 

Mr. Stevenson: l\fr. Speaker. 
The Speaker : The gentleman from 

Kimble. 
Mr. Stevenson: Mr. Speaker and 

ladies and gentlemen of the House: Now 
here is exactly the point, ladies and 
gentlemen. All of these members who 
signed this motion considered the mat
ter seriously before they did it. I want 
to call your attention to the fact that 
the testimony of the proponents on these 
charges was closed seve1·al days ago, 
and every member of this House has 
heard or had opportunity to read that 
testimony, and have had several days 
in which to make up their minds upon 
the testimony for the proponents of the 
charges. 

Now I submit to you, ladies and 
gentlemen, that it is not unfair and it 
is not taking snap judgment of anybody 

. to go ahead and vote to recommend back 
to the House dismissal of those charges. 

If the converse were true, if we were 
taking snap judgment against Mr. Robi
son, then the argument might be justly 
made that we ought to wait until we 
heard all of his testimony. 

Tt is the judgment of these people 
that the testimony of the proponents · 
fails to make out a case that warrants 
the penalty of impeachment, and there
fore there is no use delaying this in 
order that a dozen members may make 
speerhes or in order that these attor
neys on either side may make speeches. 

I am advised that the attorneys for 
the proponents are willing and ready, 
and I am ad\•ised that the attorneys for 
Mr. Robison are ready and willing, and 
if it is the desire of this House they 
will discuss these matters. But I sub
mit to you that the attorneys for Mr. 
Robison are willing to abide the judg
ment ·of the House; and if you, after 
hearing this testimony, are now ready 
the vote, there is not anything unfair 
about it. There is not anything that 
would deprive any member of making 
up hio mind on the queston of the 
guilt or innocence of this Commissioner,. 
as to this point, that it is not sufficient 
to warrant the penalty of impeachment. 

Mr. Petsch: Parliamentary iuquiry. 
It has never 'been disclosed who is the 
real author of the resolution. I want 
to aak Mr. Stevenson whether or not 
he wrote the resolution? 

Mr. Stevenson: Mr. Chairman, I pre
sented the resolution. That ought to
be sufficient. 

Mr. Purl: We are now about to: 
recommend something to the House. 

The Speaker: We are voting on your 
amendment now. 

Mr. Petsch: I would like to know if 
there is a man 111 the House who is will
ing to admit the authorship of this 
resolution. 

Mr. Stevenson: If it makes any dif
ference, I will admit it. 

The Speaker: As many as favor the
amendment say "Aye." Vote "Aye" and 
vote "Nay." There being 74 "Yeas"' and: 
50 "Nays," the amendment is adopted. 

The amendment was adopted by the 
following vote: 

Ackerman. 
Adkins. 
Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Avis. 
Baker. 
Beck. 
Bond. 
Bounds. 
Brice. 
Brooks. 
Carpenter. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 

Yeas-74. 

Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Lamar. 
Cox of Limestone_ 
Davis. 
Enderby. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Finn. 
Forbes. 
Graves 

of Williamson_ 
Hardy. 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
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Hogg. 
Holder. 
Johnson 

of Dimmit. 
Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Keeton. 
Kemble. 
Kennedy. 
Kincaid. 
Long of Houston. 
Loy. 
Martin. 
Mauritz. 
Maynard. 
McCombs. 
McGill. 
Minor. 
Mosely. 
Murphy. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Patterson. 
Petsch. 

Pope of Jones. 
Purl. 
Quinn. 
Ray. 
Rogers. 
Sanders. 
Savage. 
Shaver. 
Sinks. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Tillotson. 
Van Zandt. 
Veatch. 
Waddell. 
Wallace. 
Walters. 
Wiggs. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Woodall. 
Woodruff. 

Nays-50. 

Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Chastain. 
De Wolfe. 
Finlay. 
·Gates. 
Gerron. 
Gilbert. 
Giles. 
Graves of Erath. 
Harman. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hopkins. 
Hornaday. 
Hubbard. 
Justiss. 
Kenyon. 
King. 
Lee. 
Long of Wichita. 
Mankin. 
McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Moore. 

Mullally. 
Nicholson. 
Olsen. 
Pavlica. 
Pool. 
Pope of Nueces. 
Reader. 
Renfro. 
Richardson. 
Rountree. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Stevenson. 
Storey. 
Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Turner. 
Warwick. 
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 

of Travis. 
Young. 

Absent. 

Acker. 
Baldwin. 
Bradley. 
Dunlap. 
Duvall. 
Harding. 
Hines. 
Kayton. 

Fuchs. 
Jenkins. 

Keller. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 
Lemens. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 
Smith. 

Ahsent-Exeused. 

Jones. 
Marks. 

Morse. 
Prendergast. 
Reid. 
Strong. 

Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

The Speaker: The Committee will 
please be in order. The amendment was 
adopted. First, there was an original 
motion presented by Mr. Stevenson, and 
then there was an amendment offered 
by Mr. Purl. That amendment was 
adopted. 

l\Ir. Keller: Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
raise the point of order that this mo
tion as amended should be ruled out of 
order, for this reason, that it does not 
express common sense. Mr. Speaker, in 
order to amend the resolution the parts 
must be consistent one with another, 
and the point of order should be sus
tained. 

The Speaker: The Clerk will read the 
original motion and the amendment. 

(The Reading Clerk thereupon read 
the original motion and the amendment 
offered by Mr. Purl.) 

Mr. Keller: Now, Mr. Speaker, I in
sist that parts that are inconsistent 
cannot he embodied in the same resolu
tion. We have already made a mistake, 
and the Speaker could sustain the point 
of order and let us get started again 
and get this thing settled. 

The Speaker: Mr. Purl sent up this 
amendment and, of course, the Chair 
considered the fact that it seemed some
what inconsistent to the original motion, 
but I wanted the House to pass on it, 
whether or not it desired to hear argu
ment of counsel. After much discussion 
on personal privilege and otherwise, the 
Committee has adopted the amendment 
after the previous question has be.en 
ordered on both. 

Now, vou talk about common sense, 
here is the way the Chair looks at it: 
It may he possible I should have sus
tained the point of order made by the 
gentleman from Galveston, but I wanted 
the Committee to pass on whether it 
wanted to hear counsel. The way the 
Chair sees it is this: that the previous 
question is on the amendment and on 
the original motion, !mt that the vote 
cannot be taken on the original motion 
until after counsel has argued it, until 
after it has been argued by counsel. 
The adoption of the amendment made 
that neeessary. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Hasn't the 
action of the House in adopting the 
Purl amendment precluded any vote on 
the subject? All we can do is hear argu-
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ment. You adopted the Purl amend· 
ment. 

The Speaker: The only effect of the 
Purl amendment is that there will be 
argument of counsel before the vote on 
the original motion. The previous ques· 
tion was ordered on the motion, and the 
House under the previous question 
adopted the amendment. The time to 
vote on the original motion is after 
counsel has argued, since the amend· 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. Keller: Mr. Speaker, may I be 
heard on a point of order? 

The Speaker: You certainly may. 
Mr. Keller: Mr. Speaker, the Speaker 

well knows that when a resolution or 
bill has been amended it is the duty of 
the Speaker to put the main question 
to the House. 

The Speaker• The House adopted 
that amendment, and the amendment 
itself gives counsel the right to argue. 

Mr. Kemble: Parliamentary inquiry. 
I think the Chair should construe that 
the Purl amendment was a substitute 
for the original motion, and then the 
substitute would be the only thing be· 
fore the House. As a matter of fact, 
isn't that a substitute for the entire 
resolution, as a matter of fact ? 

The Speaker: The Chair doesn't see 
it that way. The Chair sees it as an 
amendment to the motion. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: I wanted to ask 
the Chair this question : If the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman .from Kimble 
as the proponent of this motion, then 
under the rules of this House the only 
debate that can be had at this stage of 
the game is by the proponent to close 
the argument, and we claim that right. 

The Speaker: I will state that the 
Chair stated when he overruled the 
point of order of the gentleman from 
Galveston that this was more a matter 
of procedure than anything else. When 
this House adopted that amendment, it 
established that procedure. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: It takes two· 
thirds to change the rules of· this House. 

Mi. Tillotson: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Austin. 
· Mr. Tillotson: Mr. Chairman and 

Gentlemen of the House-There is no 
doubt but that the Chair was correct in 
admitting the amendment from the gen· 
tleman from Dallas as a proper subject 
matter for consideration by this body. 
It now becomes a part of the motion 
originally submitted, but, becoming a 
part of that motion, the previous ques· 
tion attaches to everything, and the 
House finds itself in this predicament: 

that the only thing that is in order now 
is to proceed to hear counsel, under the 
amended resolution, and that is the only 
business that can be presented to this 
body, and I submit that inquiry to the 
Chair. · 

The Speak"er: Of course, that is the 
opinion of the Chair and has been ever 
since the amendment was offered, and 
this House adopted it, and that is the 
reason I had to respectfully overrule 
the point of order. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the Commit· 
tee, I wish y9u would kindly observe 
order. The Speaker has overruled the 
point of order. 

Mr. Keller: I want to withdraw the 
point of order. 

The Speaker: What the Chair is 
seeking to do in this is to do what the 
House desires to have done. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Mr. Speaker, in 
view of the fact that the gentleman from 
Dallas, Mr. Keller, has withdrawn his 
point of order, and in view of the fur· 
ther fact that we have a rule in this 
House that cannot be amended except 
by a two-thirds vote, and no motion 
has been made to that effect, in order 
that the matter might proceed now and 
we get through with it, I am going to 
ask unanimous consent that the motion 
and the substitute be withdrawn and let 
us proceed orderly, because certainly 
you have now, under the rules of this 
House, a condition that under the strict 
interpretation of the rule, that nobody 
except the proponents of this motion 
have a right to be heard; and you have 
a further condition that under the rules 
of this House, if any other vote is neces· 
sary, it has got to be taken now. We 
submit, if it is agreeable, we would like 
to ask unanimous consent that the whole 
procedure be withdrawn; that time be 
divided equally between these attorneys, 
and then, if we desire to make a few 
pious remarks, we may do so afterwards. 

Mr. Petsch: Mr. Speaker, I think 
that entirely unnecessary. I believe the 
ruling of the Speaker is absolutely cor· 
rect. I believe the ruling of the Chair 
has absolutely clarified the situation. 
The House has taken this action, and 
we wjll hear nothing else upon this 
proposition except the argument of the 
attorneys. 

Isn't it a fact that if these arguments 
are given in this matter, the attorneys 
for the respondent will have a right to 
close? Isn't it a further fact that your 
desire to have the motion withdrawn is, 
perhaps, to make a situation so that 
they may have the closing of the argu· 
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ment, .and that. that is the only reason 
he desires to withdraw the motion! 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Mr. Speaker and 
Mei;nhers of the House-Let's not get 
excited. Nobody is going to take any 
advantage of anyone. I think under the 
procedure the attorneys for the prose
cution would have the right to open and 
close. Now, don't get alarmed at what 
Mr. Petsch said. If I bad been on the 
o~her side'. he would have been on my 
side. WhtcheYer way I am, he ain't. 
So don't get excited about that. 

Now, some of us, together with Mr. 
Purl, have gotten this thing in this kind 
of a condition. Let's be plain, common 
sense folks, and get out of it. That 
is all. Now, I haYe got an agreement 
with Mr. Purl that he withdraw his 
amendment, and we will withdraw our 
motion; and then, when we get through, 
you lawyers go ahead and have your 
argument, the prosecution open and 
close, and these fellows for the re
spondent will sandwich in as they 
see fit. Then there will be a question 
of some kind of a motion to report back 
to the House. Now, if that is agree
able-

Mr. Tillotson: Parliamentary inquiry. 
The Speaker: State your inquiry. 
Mr. Tillotson: Can this amendment 

be withdrawn after the previous ques
tion has been ordered! 

The Speaker: Not without upanimous 
consent. 

l\Ir. Tillotson: The first motion to 
untangle this situation is a motion to 
reconsider the previous question. 

l\If. Kemble: I don't think there will 
he an~· objection. 

l\fr. Van Zandt: Parliamentary in
quiry. 

The Speaker: State your inquiry. 
l\Ir. Yan Zandt: Suppose l\Ir. Purl 

withdraws his amendment to the motion 
by unanimous consent, and then suppose 
they ask unanimous Mnsent to with
draw the motion and somebody will 
object? 

Mr. Purl: Now. Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen and ladies of the House, I 
don't agree with Mr. Van Zandt. Ladies 
and gentlemen of the House, we are in a 
jam. There is no question about that. 
I want to be fair. I want to "h·e 
eighteen ounces to the pound. After "'l\Ir. 
SteYenson and 2\Ir. Pope ha Ye agreed 
th?-t we han whipped them plenty on 
tlus prnpo,ition, everything is all right. 
I helie,·e the men and ladies of this 
House are m<·n and ladies of their word. 
I just don't lwlicvc the gentlemen and 
lad~es of this House will go hack on 
their word. 

The Speaker: Mr. Purl, the gentle
man from Dallas, has the floor. The 
Chair has been in the House several 
times when questions of this kind had 
the attention of the members. I realize 
that when pandemonium reigns we don't 
make any progress. I want to state that 
I am not going to recognize anyone 
when pandemonium is reigning. 

Mr. Keller of Dallas: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Keller of Dallas: I make the 

point of order which I withdrew that 
this motion has parts that are incon
sistent with one another, and that point 
of order should be sustained, and we 
will go ahead. 

The Speaker: Mr. Keller renews the 
point of order that the amendment is 
inconsistent with the original motion. 

Mr. Tillotson: In all my experience, 
I never heard a point of order like that 
raised by the gentleman from Dallas. 
It is absolutely without point. It states 
nothing upon which the Chair could rule 
and is wholly inconsistent within itself, 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Now, Mr. 
Speaker, that brings us back to the 
proposition, if we can get the permis
sion from this House not to urge our 
motion until the attorneys have had an 
opportunity to speak, that ought to 
settle this thing, and I think that would 
satisfy Mr. Petsch's objection. 

Mr. Anderson of Bexar: I want to 
know, Mr. Chairman, if it is not a fact 
that the Purl amendment was incor
porated in the original motion? 

The Speaker: Yes, sir, it was incor
porated. The Chair has repeatedly said 
that the amendment itself gives the 
right to counsel to speak, after which 
the vote will be taken. The Chair re
spectfully overrules the point of order. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
l\[r. Purl of Dallas: Mr. Chairman 

and gentlemen and ladies of the Com
mittee, hear me just a minute, please. 
I am \'ain enough to believe this will 
b? acceptable to Herybody. Now I want 
to make this proposition, that if we can 
make a double-barreled request, both at 
the same time, that the amendment and 
the original resolution be withdrawn at 
the same time, and that counsel at 
both sides would speak at a time to be 
decided by the Speaker, and no mem
bers on either side would speak. I be
lie,·e ~[r. Woodruff would agree. and 
I don't believe Mr. Van Zandt would care 
to speak. 
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Mr. Snelgrove: I am not ·a lawyer, 
but it seems to me that if both are 
withdrawn the whole thing is over. That 
looks like common sense to me. 

Mr. Tillotson: Don't you know that 
you can't get common consent to with 
draw either of those propositions? 

Mr. Purl: I believe every mar. and 
woman in this House who voted fo·: my 
amendment would be willing for that 
amendment to be withdrawn, with a 
doubled-barreled proposition at the same 
time that the original motion is with
drawn, and the understanding that 
counsel for both sides have requested 
that, and no one else to speak. 

Mr. Petsch: You and·Mr. Pope had 
a conference. In the event you with
draw your motion; your amendment, 
then will Mr. Pope and his crowd of 
steam rollers agree that we have dis
cussion by the attorneys and no fur
ther discussion? 

Mr. Purl: It is understood by Mr. 
Pope and myself that it would be con
sidered' a double-barreled request, and 
both withdrawn at the same time. 

Mr. Tillotson: If we move the pre
vious question or reconsider the previous 
question the resolution as amended will 
be before the committee. We can then 
recess until such hour as ·the House may 
approve, and it will be before the com
mittee to be considered on its merits, 
without continuing this added debate. 

Mr. Purl: I believe the House would 
like to hear counsel for both sides talk, 
and not more of the members. 

Mr. Tillotson: Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the vote by which the previous 
question was ordered on the original 
amendment be now reconsidered. 

Mr. Van Zandt: Mr. Chah·man, I 
want everybody to hear this. I am go
ing to ask unanimous consent that both 
the resolution and the amendment be 
withdrawn, and that the previous ques
tion remain around the argument of 
counsel, and that the House stand at 
ease until 9':30 tomorrow. 

The Speaker: Don't ask unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. Tillotson: This unanimous con
pent will have to go to the House. Can 
the House grant unanimous· consent to 
the committee? 

The Speaker: That is correct. · 
Mr, Van Zandt: I understand the 

Committee of the Whole can stand at 
ease from time to time. 

Mr. Purl: Is that understood, that 
there he no more argument except by 
counsel! 

The Speaker: Now ladies and gentle-

men, I have given you a long time to 
mill around. I am going to call on 
the attorneys to begin the argument of 
this case. 

Now the gentleman from Austin has 
made a ·motion, and I am going to put 
the motion. I am going to recognize the 
gentleman from Austin for his motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the pre
vious question was or,Iered. As many 
as favor that motion will say "yea." 
Opposed "nay." Vote "yea" and "nay." 
There being 106 "yeas" and 9 "nays," 
the motion to reconsider the vote pre
vails. 

Mr. Tillotson: Mr. Chairman. 
The Speaker. The gentleman from 

Austin. 
Mr. Tillotson: I move that the com

mittee do now rise and report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again at 9 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Van· Zandt: We are under call 
of the House. 

The Speaker:. As man! as fav::r o~; 
dering the prev10us question say yea. 
Opposed "nay." The "nays" have it and 
we are out from under the previous ques
tion. 

Mr. Tillotson: Now I move that the 
committee rise and report progress and 
ask leave to meet at 9 o'clock tomor
row morning. 

Mr. Purl: Before he can make that 
motion he has got to ask unanimous 
consent that the call of the House he 
called off. I ask unanimous consent 
that the call of the House be called off. 

The Speaker : The gentleman from 
Dallas asks unanimous consent that the 
call of the House be called off. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none, and 
the call of the House is called off. 

Mr. Tillotson: I move that the com
mittee rise and report progress and ask 
leave to sit again tomorrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 

The question was thereupon taken, and 
the motion prevailed. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1929. 

MORNING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met pur
suant to recess at 10 :30 a. m., June 27, 
1929, whereupon the following proceed
ings were had: 

The Speaker: The Committee will 
please be in order. The gentleman from 
Erath moves a call of the Committee 
until this investigat~on is disposed of
until 12 :00 o'clock. The c.all is not 
seconded. 
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The Speaker: Now, ladies and gentle· 
men of the Committee, when we ad· 
journed yesterday evening, there had 
been an agreement reached that the mo
tion to dismiss the rharges against the 
Land Commissioner, that action on that 
be def1•rred until the <'OU!lsel on both 
sides have made their argument. ls 
there any objection to this! 

)fr. Pebch: 1\Ir. tipeaker, I want to 
find out whether or not they propose to 
argue this matter further, that is the 
members of this Committee, or whether 
or not they are guing to )pt the n1attt>r 
n·st whl•n tl1e argunwnt IJy <•ounsp} has 
bet•n eonrluded. and let the Hou<c 
vote? 

The Spraker: H1•rc will ht> tlw pro
cedure whieh we will follow. If unani
moul" Ponsent is given, the attorneys on 
both sides will be permitted to argue 
this matter before you. At the conclu
sion of the argument by eounsel, the 
mot ion will be presented by the pro
ponents of the motion, that the charges 
as made be dismissed, and that will 
then he up to the membership of the 
House to vote on that. Now, if tlie 
Hou,e wants the membership to argue 
this matter, it is perfectly all right 
with the Chairman, but the amendment 
that was adopted was to the effect that 
counsel argue. If the memhershi p of 
this House desires to argue this mat
ter, of course they can not be denied. 

Mr. Harper: if the membership de
sires, it can speak on a point of personal 
privilege ·1 

The Chairman: It seems to be custo
mary. Now, g•ntlemen. will the Com
mittee be in order 'I 

:l!r. Pope of Nueces: :l[r. Speaker, 
and gentlemen of the Committee, as I 
tmder,,tand thi' proposition, certain of 
us have offered a resolution, a motion, 
and that motion has been amended. I 
do not under.•tand that there is any 
ruh• of t}ip Ho11~l1 that ju~t lweau~e a 
motion has lw<'n amended. that those 
who propo,ed that thereby lose the 
operation of the rules of the Rouse. 

The Chairman: They certainly do 
not. 

:\Ir. Pope: All right then. I under· 
stood the Chairman to say that when 
the attorney, in this case 

0

ha\·e fini>hed 
their argm;ll•nt, that that elosed the 
debate. 

The Chairman: The Chair made that 
statement. The Chair further stated 
that if the nwmhcr,hip desired to speak 
that tlw mPmhPr~ ('ould do so. 

Mr. Pope: Then, :llr. Chairman, the 
point that I make now. is this, that if 

you adhere to that rule, that that will 
close the debate, unless there is a sub
sequent agreement on the part of the 
House to allow additional debate, then 
a <lifferent rule will prevail with ref
erence to the argument and the agree
ment, if the debate is to close with the 
argument of counsel. if you adhere to 
that rule. I stated in my argument 
Ja,t night. in an effort to get unanimous 
agreement that we would change all of 
that and allow the prosecution to open 
and <"lose. Then the matter of the mo
tio11 would be made back here and we 
would ha.-e the right to close the mo
t ion. :\Iy understanding was that all 
of that was agreeable to them. 

The Chairman: Let me say this, if 
agreeable to this House, that when coun
sel opened and closed in the ordinary 
way and you authors of the motion de
.<ire to close you will have the 1·ight to 
e losp; ar·cording to the rules the speeches 
of ten minutes each may be made and 
may be extended ten minutes by unani
mous consent. Now keep that clearly 
in vour mind. ' 

~Ir. Quinn: We have the right to 
hear counsel but members of this body 
will have a right to make a speech on 
the motion which has heretofore been 
made. But my understanding is that 
we have the right to hear counsel but 
,itting in the capacity of jurors we, as 
jurors. would not have the right to 
make a speech, 

The Chairman: Did you ever sit as a 
grand juror, lllr. Quinn? I will have to 
o\·errule your point of order. The mat
ter is more in the nature and more to 
he compared to the members of the grand 
jury. 

The Chairman: Let the Chair state 
that he is not concerned now about who 
shall talk on this matter. If vou de
sire to talk after the argument of coun
sel has been roneluded, you may do that. 
Action on this motion, as I understand, 
was deferred until counsel could argue 
this ease. After counsel has concluded 
the argument, you. the proponents of the 
motion, if you desire to close under the 
rules, under the speaking rules of the 
House, you may speak ten minutes and 
that time can be extended ten minutes 
more if desired. The House has adopted 
that proredurc. 

:llr. Purl: In accordance with the 
agreement we reached last night. it was 
my understanding, and I believe we 
should live up to it, that after the ar
gument of counsel has been concluded in 
this case, then the members if they de
sire, will have the right to make such 
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arguments and to make such speeches 
as they may desire under the rules of 
the House and I think that we should 
live up to this agreement. The pro
ponents of this measure have agreed to 
this and I believe that we should keep 
faith with them and carry out the agree
ment which was entered into here last 
night. 

The Chairman: Let the Chair make 
this further statement: After counsel 
has argued this case, let there be two 
speakers, one against the motion made 
and one to be followed by the authors 
of the proposed motion. I will make 
this further statement: that after coun
sel has argued this case, that we then 
go back to the rules of the House with 
reference to motions, substitutes, amend
ments, etc. Let all of these things be 
set out in the regular way. 

Mr. Purl: I think that is the proper 
procedure. 

Mr. Snelgrove: .As I understand it, 
there will he allowed free discussion and 
it will be conducted just as other mat
ters coming before the House and con
ducted under the rules, and no one will 
be cut off of the debate. Is that right? 

The Chairman: That is exactly it. 
You are simply giving unanimous con
sent that action on the motion be de
ferred until 'after counsel have argued 
this motion. The proponents of the mo
tion will then be governed by the rules 
of the House, and the rules of the House 
will apply with reference to debate. 
.Amendments .may be offered, substitutes 
may be offered, motions to table may be 
offered, just the same as in other mat
ters coming before the House. 

Now then, gentlemen, as to the time that 
is to be consumed by counsel on both 
sides of this matter. Counsel feel that 
on account of the gravity of· the inves
tigation and the seriousness of the 
charges, each side feels that they should 
be given ample opportunity to discuss 
not only the facts, but the law, and have 
requested rather long time, in my opin
ion, and no doubt in yours, to discuss 
this, but we must be fair to the House, 
we must be fair to Mr. Robison, and I 
have agreed with them that they might 
have three hours to decide. Each side 
will arrange to distribute the time 
among themselves and the order in 
which they will speak. Counsel for the 
proponents will open and close. It is 
my understanding that Judge .Allen will 
open the argument for the proponents, 

·and Judge Freeman will close. 
Mr. Smith: For the respondent, it 

has been agreed among counsel that I 
will open for the respondent, Senator 

Lloyd Price will follow me, and Judge 
Dayton Moses will close the argument 
for the respondent. 

The Chairman: Judge .Allen, are you 
ready to proceed? 

Judge .Allen: Yes, sir. 
Mr. .Allen: Mr. Chairman, Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the Committee-Be
fore discussing the law and the facts 
connected with the matter under inves
tigation by this Committee, I desire to 
thank the Chairman and Judge Sinks, 
and I desire to thank each individual 
member of this Committee, for the pa
tience and attentive consideration with 
which each of yon have followed us 
throughout this long and tedious inv-es
tigation. 

The matters which now present them
selves to you for your determination are 
very important, but the issue is a very 
simple one. It involves the question of 
common, ordinary, every-day honesty. 
It involves the question of fair dealing 
on the part of a public official of this 
State. It involves matters of deep con
cern to every citizen of the great ce>m
monwealth in which we live, and your 
action upon these issues will necessarily 
affect the honesty and integrity and effi
ciency of your State government for 
many years to come. . 

.And in passing upon and determining 
these important matters, your duty is 
simple and your duty is plain, for you 
must pass upon them in the light of the 
Constitution and the ]aw, and in the 
light of the facts that you have heard 
adduced here in your presence upon the 
witness stand. .And that being true, it 
becomes essential and necessary that 
every member of this Committee shall 
first be informed as to the provisions of 
the Constitution and the law in order 
that you may know the law and apply 
the law to the facts of this case in 
order that you may reach a just, a 
righteous and an honest conclusion in 
this matter . 

. So that I first wish to discuss with 
you some of the provisions of the Con- . 
stitution of this State and some of the 
provisions of the statutes of this State, 
and the interpretations that have been 
placed upon them by the courts of this 
land. Under the Constitution of Texas 
the Executive Department of our State 
was created by the following provision: 

Section 1, .Article IV, of the Constitu
tion of Texas: "The Executive Depart
ment of the State shall consist of a Gov
ernor, who shall be the Chief Executive 
Officer of the State; a Lieutenant Gov
ernor, Secretary of State, Comptroller ' 
of Public .Accounts, Treasurer, Commis-
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sioner of the General Land Office, and 
the Attorney General." 

And Section 23, of the Constitution. in 
the same article, reads as follows: 

"The Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
the Treasurer, and the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office shall each hold 
office for .the term of two vears and until 
his successor is qualified ;

0 

receive an an
nual salary of two thousand and five 
hundred dollars. and no more; reside at 
the capital of the State during his con
tinuance in office. and perform such 
duties as are or may be required of him 
by law. They-now, that is, these offi
cers-and the Secretarv of State shall 
not receive to their O\~·n use any fees, 
costs or perquisites of office. All fees 
that may be payable by law for any 
service performed by any officer speci
fied in this section. or in his office, shall 
be paid, when received, into the State 
TrPasurv." 

Then ·Section 24, of the same article, 
provides as follows, and I invite your 
careful attention to this: Remember, 
this is the Constitution, the funda
mental law of this State, providing as 
follows: 

'"An account shall be kept by the offi
cers of the Executive Department and 
by aJl officers and managers of State 
institutions"--of what ?-"of all moneys 
and choses in action received and dis
lmrsed or otherwise disposed of by them, 
senrallv, from all sources. and for 
every s~rvice performed." 

Now, I am going to read that again, 
because that is vital and practically de
termines the issues in this case: 

"An account shall he kept by the offi
cers of the Executh·e Department"
your Land Commissioner is one of them 
-"and by all officers and managers of 
State institutions"-now, what-"of all 
monevs and choses in action received 
and disbursed or otherwise disposed of 
by them, severally, from all sources, and 
for p\·ery sl'rvice performed." 

It is for '·iolatiou of these provisions 
· of the Constitution and for violation of 

other rules of conduct that we shall re
quest and demand at the hands of this 
Committee the impeachment of the Land 
Commissioner of the General Land Office 
of this State. 

And with regard to impeachments, the 
Constitution provides, Article 15, Sec
tion I: 

"The power of impeachment shall be 
vested in the House of Representatives." 

T.hat is, in you. Section 2: 
"Impeachment of the Governor, Lieu· 

tenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Treasurer, Commissioner of the General 

Land Office, Comptroller, and the judges 
of the Supreme Court, Courts of Ap· 
peals, and district courts, shall he tried 
hy the Senate." 

In order ·to eliminate lengthy read· 
ing, and to drive right down to the 
issue, about which there will be. no con· 
troversy, there are three methods in 
this State for removing public officials 
from public office. One is impeachment, 
as provided for in this article that I 
had just read to you. The other is re· 
moval by the House of Representatives, 
by the Governor of this State, on two· 
thirds vote of the House of Representa· 
tins and two-thirds of the Senate of this 
State. And the only other method of 
removing public officials under the iaws 
of the State is that provided for the 
removal of local officials in various sec· 
tions of the State, and that is done in 
some instances by the trial courts of 
the country, in some instances by the 
action of the upper court; so that we 
have three methods of removal from 
public office: First, by impeachment; 
that is the one applicable here. An· 
other is removal nn trials by the House 
and Senate. And the third is by re· 
moval by the courts of this country. 

Now, bearing those .propositions in 
mind, there is one question that may 
arise on this hearing, and for that rea· 
son it becomes my duty to anticipate it 
and to let you know what the law pro
vides on that subject. 

It has been customary in preceding 
impeachment trials in this State to raise 
the question on behalf of the respondent 
that he cannot, during one term of of· 
fice, be impeached for acts of miscon· 
duct committed during the preceding 
term or preceding terms of office. 
Y\11ether that custom will he raised-it 
has not been raised yet, and whether 
it will he raised or not I cannot fore· 
tell-and for that reason, briefly and 
pointedly, I shall present to you the 
law upon that subject. But before I 
reach that-no, I will go ahead with 
that. In Ruling Case Law, Volume 22, 
page 569, I read from Article 729: 
"The decisions are in conflict on the 
question of whether acts committed 
during a prior term may constitute 
ground for removal of an officer. The. 
conflict"-now, catch this: "the conflict 
is due in part, however, to the particular 
statute under which he exercises rights." 

It seems to be generally held that a 
public officer cannot be removed for acts 
of misconduct before his entry into the 
omce--that is, before his .entry in the 
first term, that is what these decisions 
say, but there is a provision in this 
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State that applies to .local officers, that 
no officer shall be removed for miscon
duct prior to his election. Now, here 
is what I invite your attention to. Gen
erally speaking, in a proceeding for the 
removal of a public officer for misconduct 
in office, his acts of misconduct in prior 
terms may be investigated, especially if 
connected, as it is in this case, with acts 
of similar character committed in his 
present term. Now, the reason for this 
rule is that the object of removal is 
to rid the community of a corrupt, in
cavable or unworthy official, that is the 
reason, and his acts during the previous 
term quite effectually stamp him as such, 
as those committed during the term he 
may be serving. Following, that, I will 
read from-and I will have to do this 
hurriedly-from American and English 
Annotated Cases, Volume 40, page 707: 

"There is a decided conflict of au
thority as to the right to impeach or 
remove a public officer for an act com
mitted during a prior term of his in
cumbency of the same office. As is 
stated in the reported case, this conflict 
is due in part to a difference in consti
tutional and statutory provisions author
izing the impeachment or removal of 
public officers." 

One act, that is that act. 
"The reason underlying this holding 

was pointed out .in State vs. Welsh, 
supra, as follows: 'The very object of 
removal is to rid the community of a 
corrupt, incapable or unworthy official. 
His acts during his previous term quite 
as effectually stamp him as such as 
those of that he may be serving.' Re
election does not condone the offense. 
Misconduct mav not have been dis
covered prior to 

0

the election, and, in any 
event, had not been established in the 
manner contemplated by the statute. For 
many purposes each term of office is 
separate and entire. This is especially 
true in respect to the obligation of 
sureties. But there is no reason for so 
holding as to the incumbent. Being his 
own successor, there is no interregnum. 
His qualification marks the only con
nection between his terms. 'The com
mission of any of the. prohibited acts 
the day before quite as particularly 
stamps him as an improper person to 
be entrusted with the performance of 
the duties of the particular office as 
though done the day after. The fact of 
guilt with respect to that office war
rants the conclusion that he may no 
longer, with safety, be trusted in dis
charging his duties.' In Tibbe vs. At
lanta"-the volume and page are cited 

here-"the court said : The con donation 
is that after a policeman has been 
elected"-

Mr. Smith: Pardon me, Judge. What 
is the court ! 

Judge Allen: That is the Georgia 
court. · The policeman part I won't stop 
to read, because I don't think it is as 
applicable as these others. 

"The application of the rule in several 
impeachmeJlt cases was discussed"-a 
Nebraska rule is cited here-"was dis
ussed as follows: Judge Bernard was im
neached in the State of New York dur
ing his second term for acts committed 
in his previous term. His plea thl\t 
he was not liable for impeachment for 
offenses occurring in his first term was 
overruled. Precisely the same question 
was raised in the impeachment proceed
ings against Judge Hubbell of Wiscon
sin, and on the trial of Governor Butler 
of this State, and in each of which the 
ruling was the same as in the Bernal'd 
case. There was good reason for over
ruling the plea of jurisdiction in the 
three cases just mentioned. Each re
spondent was a civil officer at the time 
he wa~ impeached and had been such 
uninterruptedly since the alleged mis
demeanor was committed. The fact that 
the offense occurred in the .previous 
term was immaterial. And so, with this 
respondent, the object of impeachment is 
to remove a corrupt or unworthy officer. 
If his term has expired and he i• no 
lon<>er in office, that object is attained 
and the reason for his impeachment no 
longer exists. But if the offender is 
still an officer, he is amenable to im
peachment, although the acts charged 
were committed in his previous term of 
the same office." 

Now, I have many authorities from 
other States collated and laid aside in 
the library. but owing to the limited 
time for argument, I have not brought 
them, because I wish to rest this matter 
on these cases, with the additional 
authority that I shall now read to you; 
and this, by the way, is the Brackenridge 
case, deCided in this State. The court 
said: 

"It is further expressly declared, how
ever"-! won't i·ead it in its entirety, 
but onlv that part that is applicable, be
cause of the length of it; and I am 
reading from the Southwestern Reporter, 
Volume II, page 632, the case of Brack
enridge vs. State, the opinion written by 
Judge Wilson. 

Mr. Smith: A Court of Civil Appeal.s 
case? 
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Mr. Allen: No, sir. This a criminal 
case. 

Mr. Smith: Court of Criminal Ap
peals case. 

Mr. Allen: The court said: "It is 
further expressly declared. however,"
now, this applies to loeal olfo·ers-'"that 
'no officer shall be prosecuted or remand 
from office for anv act he mav have 
committed prior t~ his elcetion · to of
fice--'" 

As though he contended. as I am sure 
no lawyer can. that that statute has 
any relation to thi>< <"ase. that saJ'S it 
does not, and the eourts have so held. 
and I am reading this to you for that 
reason. Tlwn in that ease: 

.. ThPrr f'an he no que~tion. in view 
of the Ja,t <]Uoted prm·ision of the stat
ute and of the law as settled bv the de
cisions of the courh. that if· the acts 
of which the defendant was eonvicted 
ha•! been committed prior to his el~c
tion to the office"-tbat is, before he 
e\"er went into office-"such acts would 
afford no legal ground for ren10\·ing him 
from the office." citing a numhtir of CaRes. 
Jn other words, when a man is elected 
to offke the first time and qualifies and 
assumes the duties of the offiee. under the 
prm·isions of the statute just read here. 
and that they may undertake to appeal 
to. you could not impeaeh that officer 
for some act of his <·ommitted prior to 
the time that he became an offiepr. :'\ow 
let's go ahead: 

"His eleetion would be a condonation 
of anv crime or misconduct committed 
prior 'thereto: at a time when he was 
not holding the office to which he was 
elected. But in this case, at the time 
that the defendant committed the act 
of which he had been convicted, he was 
the duly elected and qualified county 
judge of Travis county. He was such 
officPr de facto and de jure by virtue 
of his election and qualification in 1886. 
He was inducted into the office and had 
the legal right to and was exercising 
the functions of the office until his suc
cessor should qualify. By the election 
of I H.~S"-now, that was tJ.ie first 
time--"he became his own sueC'essor in 
office, which election oceurred prior to 
the commission of the acts for which 
he had been convicted. it cannot be said, 
therefore, that sai1l acts were condoned 
by that election, that he had not at 
the time of the commission of said acts 
been reinducted into the office by vir
tnr of his re-ele!'tion. clOC-'!-' not. we think. 
affect the question of his remonll, be
cause he was in fact and by right the 
duly qualified <"ounty judge of Travis 

county at the time he committed the 
arts, and although said acts were com
mitted by him as such officer, under and 
by virtue of his election and qualifica
tion in 1886, they were not condoned 
by his re-election in 1888, occurring 
prior to the eommission of said acts. 
None of the decisions cited by counsel 
for the defendant in support of their 
position upon this question appear to 
be applicable. none of them present the 
rase of an officer who had succeeded him
self and was already in possession of 
and excr<'ising the functions of the office 
at the time he committed the acts for 
which he was removed. There are cases 
where the parties though elected to an 
office had never been inducted into it, 
had not qualified or entered upon a dis
charge of its functions, and they do not 
conflict with the view which we enter
tain af the question as presented in this 
rase. which is that the acts committed 
by defendant. having been committed 
subsequently to his re-election, were not 
condoned, and constituted ground for 
his remonll from office, although at the 
time of their commission he had not 
been qualified under his re-election." 

Bearing upon that same proposition, 
and without reading it at length, I read 
from an opinion by Judge Morrow, the 
able and learned presiding judge of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals of this State, 
in Volume 104, on a motion for re-hear
ing, opinion rendered by Judge Morrow; 
1 am going to read from page 323-that 
is the case of McKinney vs. The State. 
Judge Morrow says: 

"It is further expressly declared, 
however, that 'no officer shall be prose
cuted"-croing hack to this statute, now, 
applying" to local officers only-"that 
'no officer shall be prosecuted or removed 
from office for any act he may have com
mitted prior to his election to office.'" 

That is the statute I was just dis
cussing. 

"There can be no question, in view of 
the last <]Uoted provision of the statute 
and of the law as settled by the decisions 
of the courts, that if the acts of which 
the defendant was convicted had been 
committed prior"-we all understand 
that what a man does prior to his first 
election to office is no ground for his 
removal after his election to office--"to 
his election to office, such acts would 
afford no legal ground for removing 
him from the office. His election would 
be a condonation of any crime or mis
conduct committed prior thereto, at a 
time when he was not holding the office 
to which he was elected." 



HOUSE JOURNAL. 441 

That is quoted from the Brackenridge 
case I just read you. Now, then, Judge 
Morrow says: 

"The Missouri case"-citing the vol· 
ume and page, etc., of the Missouri case 
-"the case of Brackenridge vs. State, 
supra"-now, he is talking about the 
case ·1 read you a moment ago-"seems 
to be a precedent in favor of the ruling 
of the learned trial judge in receiving 
the testimony in question. Brackenridge 
was elected county judge of Travis 
county, Texas, in November, 1886, and 
re-elected on the 6th day of November, 
1888. The acts upon which his removal 
from office was sought occurred about 
the 15th of November, 1888. It seems 
that in October, 1888, Brackenridge was 
indicted for misconduct in office simi
lar to that with which he was charged 
in the case from which he appealed. 
Against his objection, an indictment 
charging him with a like offense during 
his previous term of office was received 
in evidence against him. In receiving 
this indictment in evidence, this court 
held that no error was committed and 
used the following language : 'For the 
purpose of tending to show a knowledge 
on the part of defendant that the fees 
demanded by him were not lawful, the 
indictment put in evidence by the State 
over defendant's objection was, we think, 
admissible testimony. It was offered 
for no other purpose, and the court fully 
instructed the jury in its charge, that 
it must not be considered for any other 
purpose.'" 

Now, what I want to particularly 
draw your attention to is this: In 
winding up the opinion, Judge Morrow 
says: 

"Assuming the correctness of the rul
ing mentioned (and so far as we are 
aware it has not heretofore been chal
lenged)"-that is, the principle laid 
down in the Brackenridge case-"we are 
unable to differentiate the practice fol
lowed from that of the learned trial 
judge in the present case. From what 
has been said, it follows that the motion 
for rehearing should be t.verruled. It is 
so ordered.'' 

And the judgment of conviction in 
that case became final on the judgment 
of the court rendered by Judge. Morrow; 
and the court overruled the motion for 
rehearing. Now, understand this, as to 
the removal of certain judges, and as to 
the remova-1 of local officers, the 
Constitution in some instances and 
the statutes in other instances define 
and point out the acts and matters that 
will afford grounds for removal and 
justify removal. But when it comes to 

an impeachment proceeding before this 
body, or before the Senate of this State, 
of a high eXecutive officer of your State 
government, the Constitution makes 
absolutely no provision under the sun 
as to the grounds of impeachment, and 
no grounds are defined or laid down for 
impeachment by the 12w-makers of this 
State in the statutes of Texas; hence, 
when the articles adopted in the Con
stitution providing for impeachment, 
they were adopted in the time of the 
common law rule that had existed for 
something like five hundred years-and 
that is, that any high executive of this 
State, focluding the Governor, Land 
Commissioner, Comptroller and thQse 
others that I read to you from the Con
stitution, can be impeached for the com
mission of high crimes and misdemean
ors. Mind you, our Constitution doesn't 
say so, our statutes don't say so, but 
our courts have held, and properly held, 
that at the time of the writing and 
adopting of the Constitution that it was 
adopted in the light of the provisions 
of the common law, and that the rule 
at common law prevails in impeachment 
proceedings of this character. So that, 
in order to determine whether or not 
you will impeach the Land Commissioner 
of this State, in order that he may be 
tried before the Senate of Texas, you 
have got to determine-what? Whether 
or not he has committed such high 
crimes and misdemeanors as will war
rant that action under the law and 
under the facts at the hands of the 
law. So that being the case, it is abso
lutely essential and necessary that every 
member of this Committee shall know 
and understand what constitutes high 
crimes and misdemeanors in the light of 
the constitutional provision that I have 
read to you, in this State. And in the 
case of Ferguson-I loaned this book to 
one of my friends and he has lost the 
place; here it is. In the light of the 
constitutional provisions of this State, 
I now read to you as to what the courts 
of Texas say is a proper understanding 
of high crimes and misdemeanors in a 
proceeding and deliberation of this char
acter. And on this .subject I read you 
from the 263 Southwestern, the case of 
Ferguson vs. Maddox, in Volume 263 
Southwestern, on page 888, in an opin
ion written by Coke, Special Chief Jus
tice, in which the learned judge in the 
Ferguson case furnishes us with an un
derstandable definition of high .crimes 
and misdemeanors: 

"While the impeachable offenses are 
not defined in the Constitution, they are 1 

very clearly designated or pointed out 
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by the term 'impeachment,' which at 
once connotes the offenses to he con
sidered and the procedure for the trial 
thereof. 'Impeachment' at the time of 
the adoption of the Constitution was an 
established and well-understood pro
cedure in English and American parlia
mentary ta w, and it had been resorted 
to from time to timP in the former coun
try for perhaps five hundred years. It 
was designed primarily to reach those 
in high places guilty of official delin
quencies or maladministration." 

Now, there it is-"those in high places 
guilty of official delinquenries or mal
administration.'' 

"It was settled that the wrongs jus
tifying impeachment need not he statu
tory offenses or conunon law offenses, or 
even offeusl's against any positive law." 

I will show you before we are through 
that the respondent in this case has 
repeatedly been guilty and could be held 
amenable ior indictable felonv com
mitted by him in his acts and 

0

conduct 
as Land Commissioner of this State, 
an<l while I show that, in the light of 
the facts proven in this record, we do 
not have to show, as far as this pro
ceeding before us is concerned-that is 
what they say here, or that it was jus
tified-we do not have to show that it 
was even an offense against any conunon 
law. If we show it to vou, all well and 
good; but we don't ha,:e to go that far. 
And then what does the court say: 

"Generally speaking. they were desig· 
nated"-that is, these impeachment pro
visions-"they were designated as high 
crimes and misderncanors, which in ef
f Prt nwant nothing 1nore than gra\'e 
official wrongs.'' 

I will read that again: 
"Generally speaking, they were desig

nated as high crimes and misdemeanors, 
which, in effect, meant nothing more 
than grave official \Vrongs." 

This same question was raised in the 
l\IcGaughey impeachment proceeding be
fore the House and Senate, and it was 
abandoned, and the demurrers in that 
case were overruled. And in that pro
ceeding they held that the Land Com
missioner of this ·State could be im
peached for acts committed during the 
preceding term; and in the Ferguson 
case, he was not only charged with of
fenses committed <luring a preceding 
term, hut on three counts on which he 
was condcted, and this record shows 
that in the Senate he was tried for 
matters committed by him during the 
early part of his first term and was 
convicted and tried before the Senate 
during his second term. 

Now, I believe that I will have to 
submit the matters to you, as far as 
the law is concerned, on those authori
ties-remembering that high crimes and 
misdemeanors mean nothing more than 
gran official misconduct; just keep that 
in mind. Now, as to the facts-as I 
have stated to you, the issue before this 
body is an important one and one in
,·olving common honesty. It involves 
the good name of the State of Texas, 
and particularly an honest and efficient 
administration of its government. Why, 
my countrymen, I do not em·y the heart 
of any Texan whose pulse does not beat 
quicker and faster and who does not 
feel within him a high exaltation and 
pride in the past glory and in the future 
prospects of ·the great Commonwealth in 
which we live. And during the years 
past, with one or two exceptions, it has 
been the proud boast of every citizen in 
this imperial commonwealth that they 
enjoyed an efficient and honest adminis
tration of our public affairs as regards 
all the high officials of this State. But 
you can imagine my surprise when I 
learned that some very able and splen
did and noble members of this Commit
tee ha<l possibly committed themselves 
to arrive at conclusions before they had 
heard the law presented to them and 
before the testimony had been submitted 
to them in its entirety. I believe that 
a question of such moment, involving the 
good name of this State and the honesty 
and integrity of one of its high officials, 
merits the most careful consideration at 
the hands of eYery citizen and at the 
hands of every member of this Com
mjttee. Important 1 What we need in 
this country today in public office are 
honest men-men of honesty, men of 
truth, fidelity, moderation, industry, 
temperance and kindness. For all 
these, my friends, are political elements 
-they are elements without which sound 
political life cannot exist. "You may 
liuild your capitol of granite," said Wen
dell Phillips, "and you may pile it up as 
hiirh as the Rocky l\Ionntains, yet, if it 
he founded upc!i or mixed up with in
iquity. the pulse of a girl will in time 
beat it down." 

I say to you men, in good faith, that 
before I am through I will not only 
show that the present Land Commis
sioner of this State-and show conclu
sively-that he has been guilty of the 
gra\·est official misconduct, not in one 
instance, bnt in many, many instances. 
And I will show you that if I were 
district attorney of Travis county, or 
of Bexar county, that I would probably 
ha,·e him indicted and he would he tried 
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for felony, and that under the facts 
presented before you it would neces
sarily result in his conviction. 

I want to say this, now, that you 
may feel the grave responsibility that 
rests upon every member of said Com
mittee, that if you go out and give this 
Commissioner, in the light of the law 
and facts that have been brought here, 
a clean bill of health and whitewash him 
in the face of this record, you will in
augurate an era of graft and corrup
tion in this State in a few years that 
will become a stench in the nostrils of 
the people of this Nation, and it will 
ultimately destroy your State govern
ment. 

My time is short, I have got to hurry 
on, there is so much to be said. 

In 1925 many ·1ands had been fore
closed on-many of the land holders 
were behind in the payments of princi
pal and interest. It became necessary
and there is no dispute about that-for 
some relief legislation upon that sub
ject; and the Act of 1925 was passed, 
and, among other things, it authorized 
the Land Commissioner of Texas to re
appraise and revalue those lands and 
permit the owners to repurchase them, 
provided they made a demand on him to 
do so, and provided they paid the one
cent-per-acre out of which he was to 
bear . the expenses 'of rea ppraisement 
and revaluation, and out of which he 
was to pay the balance when he com
pleted that work into the State Treas
ury. Then he. went on under that act, 
and he collected, under that act, before 
the amendment was ever passed-and I 
have got the figures all collated here 
and added up by the young lady on the 
adding machine--under that act, while 
the State had a contingent interest in 
every dollar of that money, and before 
the amendment of 1926 was ever passed, 
he collected more than $60,000.00 from 
the land owners of this State, who de
manded that their lands be reappraised 
and who sent him the one-cent-per-acre. 

Now, he didn't keep any set of books 
on that. The auditors tell you that they 
arrived at it partly from data from 
the pages where the lands were described 
and they sort of estimated by the num
ber of acres that each man had reap
praised, because that man had to pay 
in one cent per acre, and in that way, 
all told, he collected more than $60,000.-
00 before the amendment of 1926 was 
ever passed by the Legislature of this 
State. And, listen, prior to the time 
that that amendment was ever passed
! have the· checks here, they are in evi
dence before this body-he drew checks 

on that account time and time again for 
his own personal uses, at a time when 
he had never deposited a dollar in that 
fund of his own money or out of his 
own pocket; he wrote one check &:fter 
another on that fund that is absofotely 
unaccounted for, as shown here by the 
audit made by. the experts, of his books 
and his records, and as shown by the 
testimony introduced before this body. 
And then, after that act was passed
the amendatory act-he went on and 
collected a few thousand dollars more, 
making a total, including the interest, 
that he drew on those funds, of seventy
two thousand and some odd dollars; sp 
that the principal and interest that came 
into his hands-not the hands of J. T. 
Robison, but in the hands of the Land 
Commissioner of the great State in which 
you and I live under the Constitution 
that I have read you, there came into 
his hands, not a mere bagatelle, not 
some little trivial sum, but the tremen
dous sum of seventy-two thousand and 
some odd dollars of money. "Oh," they 
come here and say, "that is not the 
public fund." I don't give a continental 
whether it was the public fund or not, 
I won't argue that with. you, I don't 
care and the members of this court 
don't care. You have got this fact be
fore you, that you cannot deny_ that it 
was a trust fund that came mto the 
hands of the Land Commissioner of this 
State to be held and disbursed by him 
in accordance with the laws of this 
State. Isn't that so? It was a trust 
fund· and no reasonable, no intelligent, 
no ca~did man will question the fact that 
that was a trust fund in his hands. All 
right. Now, what did he do with: a~ 
this money? Did he go and deposit ~t 
in the bank in the name of J. T. Robi
son General Land Commissioner of this 
State - Commissioner of the General 
Land Office of this State? No. That 
is the way he should have carried that 
account. If he had been doing the right 
thing, that money couldn't have gone in
to the bank in any other shape than to 
the deposit of J. T. Robison, Commis
sioner of the General Land Office of 
this State. No, sir, he deposited it 
to his individual credit, in a "Special 
Account." Why? What was the purpose? 
At that time, nobody will deny that 
the State of Texas had a contingent in
terest in that large sum of money, and 
up to 1926, he deposi~ed it in th~ ban}c 
to his personal credit and carried it 
in the bank to his personal credit, and 
God knows, he handled it in a way that 
was so ridiculous and so outrageous, and 
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showed such disregard of the people's in
terests, that that fact alone ought to 
demand his impeachment at the hands 
of this House, or at the hands of anv 
other body of patriotic and fair men. • 

Now, let's see what it is. He not only 
put that fund for the one cent to his 
own individual account in that bank, but 
he didn't keep any acronnt of that money 
at all. No, sir. I have got bis own 
statement made here two or three times 
before the Investigating Committee. He 
kept no account of those di,lmrsements. 
I will turn and read it to vou, if vou 
want IDP to <lo it. But hr ~lated time 
and again that he paid out and dis
bursed that immense sum of money that 
was in this fund in the hands of your 
Land Commissioner-at least in bis 
hands by the laws of this State--and 
kept no rernrd in the wor1d of what 
went with it. He says here-What? 
lfr said. "I had no record except my 
checks.'' All right. How many checks 
did he give 1 There are $32,000.00, and 
we haven "t a voucher, there are no 
checks! There are $32,000.00 and we 
haven't a vouC'her ! There is no ae<'ount 
whatever so far as disbursements are 
conrPrned. Then• is $:12,000.00 of that 
money that was paid out by him. and 
today he cannot give you the name or 
address of a single human being in this 
world to whom he paid a dollar of the 
$32,000.00. But, they say, he handled 
$85,000.000.00 since he has been Land 
Commissioner for twenty years, and, 
hence, you ought not to impeach him. 
Let me tell you, my friends, e1·ery presi
dent of a bank, every vice-president of 
a bank-I am talking about great banks 
-every cashier of a great bank who em
bezzles money, and winds up at Atlanta 
or Leavenworth penitentiary, is a man 
who bas borne a splendid reputation and 
who has handled hundreds and hundreds 
of millions of dollars before he finallv 
reached the point where he defaulted and 
was ~uilty of malfeasance and used 
money that did not belong to him, and 
had to meet the consequences. Yes, sir. 
Herc we elected the Land Commissioner, 
fairly and properly to keep our moneys 
honestly and efficiently. He did not ob
serve the statut<'. The statute pro
vides that as soon as he gets it he must 
transfer all cherks, without even cash
ing them, he must transfer them in the 
form they are in to the State Treasury, 
as well as all cash received, so he will 
not have an opportunity to use a dol
lar of it, without the risk of going to 
the penitentiary for certain. He couldn't 
use a dollar of that money; it must go 

to the State itself, then go right on to 
the State Treasury. The statute says 
it must be in the form in which it comes 
into his hands-in checks or cash, or 
whatever form-and it is passed through 
his office and goes right on through to 
the State Treasury, so as to avoid such 
disgraceful episodes as have occurred 
in the handling of this $32,000.00. 

All right. Now, let us go ahead. I 
won't have time to go into the details of 
all these things. But one other matter 
I want to call your attention to. There 
was one item of $12,646.66, money that 
came into his hands that didn't even 
reach the bank; he has no record under 
the sun of when he paid it out or to 
whom he paid it, and all he could say 
on this witness stand was, "I don't know 
when I paid it or to whom, but I paid 
it." Suppose I was your public ser
vant and you called on me to account for 
thousands of dollars that came into my 
hands, and the only thing I could say 
was. "I just know I spent it, but I can't 
tell you when, where, or to whom." You 
would say, when I answered that ques
tion that way, "Allen ought to be in 
the State penitentiary of this State, be
cause that is where he belongs." That 
is what you would say. 

Now, let us go ahead. He issued 
checks for $20,325.51, money that ought 
to be in the bank. He admits he- kept 
no checks, did not preserve the checks 
for this $32,000.00. I want some man 
who has done no wrong to look me in 
the face, look any fair man or woman
Iook me in the face, and account to the 
people of Texas when you apply a coat 
of whitewash upon a public official who 
has betravc·d ewrv confidence and who 
has been 'guilty of malfeasance in pub
lic office. 

Now, let us go on and see what he has 
done with those moneys. One check 
here he wuldn't give the slightest in
formation about - a very suspicious 
check, and if he went before twelve men, 
on trial in any county in Texas, and 
mane the explanation he attempted to 
make here, it would result in his con
viction. He drew a check for a thous
and dollars that he wrote at San Antonio 
just before he was operated, that wound 
up in the hands of Dr. J. M. Robison, 
that was deposited in the hank for the 
personal uses of the Commissioner when 
he was sick. Now, this one thousand 
dollar check was given October 14, 1925. 
Just a few weeks after that, he drew 
a check for $1,000.00, payable to cash; 
it is endorsed by him, and he drew the 
money out of that bank at that time. 
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I want to show you that check-here 
it is right here, payable to "cash," 
$1,000.00, in his handwriting, dated 
October 14, 1925, (displaying check); 
and he test1fied that that was his en
dorsement, and that he cashed that 
.check. That was done on October 14, 
1925. We asked him why he drew that 
large sum of money out of that fund 
at that time. And what was his an
swer? He said, "I drew it out for ex
pense money on my trip to the West, to 
eontinue the revaluation of those lands." 
All right, let's see if he did-let's just 
see if he did that. I want to show you 
now, that when he went to West Texas, 
according to his own testimony-pardon 
me now, one moment, because I want to 
read that to you, that is on page 374 of 
the testimony taken before the commit
tee, as to when he went to West Texas-
274. Now, I will read to you. After 
his obligations here-they examined him 
all about that-then he says: "I left 
here October 26, 1925, and resumed the 
work in the field." Now, listen to his 
explanation of that $1,000.00 check: "I 
drew that large sum of money,"-of 
course, a thousand dollars may not be 
a large sum to you men, but it is to us, 
a thousand dollars is a whole lot of 
money, I can tell you when I draw a 
thousand dollars out of the bank I can 
tell you what I drew it out for, there 
is no doubt about that. Yes, sir, he 
drew that money out of the bank and 
he can't tell you what he did with it. 
He can't tell you whom he paid a dol
lar of it to, he can't tell you what he 
used it for. He says, "I drew it out 
because I wanted to carry it with me 
on my trip to the West, and presume I 
carried it in my pocket." All right. 
He drew that money out on October 14th 
.and left here on October 26, 1925, and 
carried a thousand dollars of a trust 
fund that had come into the hands of 
your Land Commissioner, in his pocket, 
around this community, for twelve days 
before he ever left to go back and re
sume the revaluation of those lands. 
Now, I want to say to you this: A 
man who will do that is unfit to hold 
public office, a man who will do that 
is not worthy to hold a high executive 
·Office in this State, and I want the man 
in this House who thinks so to look me 
in the face and say he has done no 
wrong. There is the check, and he can
not account for a dollar of it. What 
did he do with it 1 

Now, then, I told you I wouldd show 
you this man was guilty of embezzle
ment and that he could be convicted-in-

dieted and tried and convicted of being 
guilty of embezzlement. He had a man 
working for him, Clyde Grover. On 
September 18, 1925, a check was drawn 
on his account by his wife-it couldn't 
have been done by her without his con
sent--in favor of Clyde Grover for $54.-
00-on September 18, 1925. Now, who 
was Clyde Grover? Clyde Grover was 
the man that worked out on his place, 
Clyde Grover was the man who looked 
after his sheep, Clyde Grover was the 
man that helped do his farm work, Clyde 
Grover was the man that worked about 
his place and served him; and the check 
was drawn by his authority on this 
trust fund for $54.00. I have the check 
here, I don't want to have any argu
ment about this thing at all-here is 
the check right here (displaying check) ; 
it is payable to cash, but says for Clyde 
Grover, in the same handwriting of the 
check. Now, that money was drawn on 
that account, and that money was paid 
out of that fund in September, 1925, just 
two or three or four months after the 
fund had begun to accumulate. Up to 
that time, he said himself he had no in
terest on earth in that fund, he had 
never deposited a nickel in that fund; 
he drew out this thousand dollars he 
never accounted for; he is guilty of 
embezzlement there, and could be con
victed before any jury. That $54.00 
was drawn out for personal, family uses, 
home uses, out of a fund he acknowledged 
he had no interest whatever in, and out 
of a fund in which he had deposited 
nothing, and did not deposit anything 
until long after that, when he began to 
mingle his private funds with public 
funds; and any man who is holding of
fice as Commissioner, as long as he says 
he will mingle his private funds with 
the public funds is absolutely unfit to 
hold public office, and the people of this 
State will tell you so, and he ought to 
be impeached. You tell me that a man 
who means well and proposes to do what 
is right, a man who is undertaking to 
perform his duty and to conform to the 
Constitution and the law, is going to 
muddle the affafrs of his office by taking 
a trust fund and mingling his own 
funds with it Y I just know that is not 
true, and every reasonable man in this 
committee, and every reasonable lady in 
this committee knows it is not true. 

All right, let's go ahead. I want to 
stick to this particular fund until I get 
through with it. 

According to the auditors' report and 
the evidence, $32, 797 .29 is entirely un
accounted for. Suppose I held a trust 



446 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

fund for three years or four years, and 
at the end of that time it developed I 
didn't keep any account of it and de· 
stroyed part of my checks, and mingled 
my own funds with it, and then found 
there was $32,000.00 unaccounted for, 
do you think any man in this State 
would think I was not guilty of embez
zlement of public moneys and was not 
guilty of malfeasance in the handling 
of public funds? And yet some talk 
about whitewash! That is all right. 
When I get through, my responsibility 
ie ended and then it is between you and 
your conscience, and God and your peo
ple, and may the Lord have mercy on 
your soul if you fail to do your duty, 
if you violate the law and fail to con
sider the evidence that has been pre
sented here. 

Now, then, so much for the one-cent
per-acre fund. I have got those checks 
here, I have got hundreds of them. Let 
ml' read you off how some of that money 
wail paid out, and then let me ask you 
if you have any doubt that the con
science and moral responsibility of the 
people of Texas, of this State, have been 
shocked an<l have been aroused. 

This check for $1000.00 to J. M. Robi
son was for his private uses while sick 
-$1000.00 that he cashed himself and 
cannot account for or explain in any 
way, except $300.00 paid to Dr. Wooten 

· -$100.00 for his visit down to San 
Antonio while Mr. Robison was sick, 
and $200.00 paid on a debt he owed him. 
Tell me he couldn't be convicted of em
bezzlement for that! Tell me if he was 
on trial, under a proper indictment and 
on the evidence we have heard here. a 
jury would fail to convict him, if you 
were on the jury. Of course, you 
wouldn't. 

One hundred dollars to C. A. Ven
able. Every one of these constitutes em
bezzlement. He had no right to use 
that money. No. But let us get on 
down. There is another tremendous 
item, and I don't want you to overlook 
that item. After this Act of 1926 was 
passed and he had finished the reap
praisements and returned checks for 
part of the money due to those people, 
he tells you that checks in approxi
mately the sum of $6323.70 were re
turned to him, and in that record of 
his testimony before the Investigating 
Committee he said this money he was 
going to keep-he wouldn't tell you 
here what he was going to do, but when 
asked by the Investigating Committee 
what he was going to do with it, he 
says: "I am going to keep it and use 
it as though it was mine." That was 

what he said before the Investigating 
Committee, and that was the reason we 
didn't press him for a direct answer in 
response to our question. Six thousand 
some-odd dollars; the record shows that 
was money he got from the one-cent-per
acre fund, in that way. And any man 
who has done that-I don't care who he 
is-and holds public office in this State, 
is unworthy to hold public office, and 
every decent and God-fearing man in 
this country will tell you that is true. 

The matter of gifts and gratuities-I 
don't know how you look upon that, but 
I regard it as one of the most unprec
edented, one of the most serious and 
one of the gravest instances of miscon
duct that was ever committed by a 
public officer of this State or in this 
Nation. I say this-now, watch what 
I state, I am going to weigh my words 
-that no honest or self-respecting public 
officer will accept gifts of land or 
money of great value from those with 
whom he deals and while he still re
mains in public office. Now, if there is 
a man here who won't subscribe to that 
with me, let him hold up his hands. 
They talk to you about wanting to ex
onerate this man and whitewash him. 
Now, catch my proposition, I say this, 
that no honest or self-respecting officer 
of this State will accept gifts of land 
and money of great value from those 
with whom he deals and while he still 
remains in public office. Now, if there 
is any man that says I am wrong about 
that, I would just like to see the color 
of his hair, and I would like to look 
him in the eye. No man can differ with 
me about that-no, sir, no man can 
differ with me about that. And I say 
this, that if you initiate the doctrine in 
Texas and tell the world that public 
officers, while still in public office, can 
receive large and valuable gifts from 
those with whom they deal, if you do it 
in your name, you will create in this 
State an era not only of graft and cor
ruption and dishonesty, but an era 
whic-h will disgrace the great common
wealth in which you and I live. Now, 
you all agree with that, too, maybe. 
And I say this, any public officer who 
has ever indulged in practice of that 
kind not only ought to be impeached, 
but he ought to be kicked out of office 
by the people of this State, through 
their representatives in the House and 
Senate of Texas. Does anybody disagree 
with me about that? I don't think so. 

Now, we have got the others. Now, 
we understand what I am contending 
for. Now, we understand what good 
morals, what common decency, demand 
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at the hands of every self-respecting 
officer and honest officer in this country. 
.All right. What are the undisputed. 
facts, what are they? Is there any dis
pute, any doubt, that he got acquainted 
with Mr. George West in Mr. West's 
lifetime! That he never saw him but 
twice in his lifetime, dealt with him 
for many years, performed many serv
ices, performed them whenever he was 
called upon-and he was still holding 
the same office, and a man whom he had 
never seen but twice in his life deeded 
him eighty acres of the best land in 
South Texas! Think of it, my friends
eighty acres of the best and richest land 
in South Texas, deeded it to him-not to 
J. T. Robison, no-to the Land Commis
sioner of this State, with whom he had 
been dealing, .and from whom he had 
received great services, and the Land 
Commissioner of this State conveyed 
that land for a consideration of either 
$2000.00 or $2250.00, to James E. Fer
guson, another citizen of this State, 
shortly after he got it. Now, there is 
no dispute about that. Now, that was 
a very handsome gift, wasn't it! Did 
any of you gentlemen ever have any 
stranger come around and hand you a 
couple of thousand dollars, hand you 
eighty acres of land, if you were not 
doing something for him, or if he was 
not expecting you to do something for 
him! Let me tell you, I have had many 
two thousand dollars handed to me; but 
it was always handed to me in consid
eration of services that cost me days 
and weeks, and months, and even years 
of service, and that is the kind you get. 
.And let me teII you, whenever a man 
comes around wanting to hand· me, as a 
public officer-when he wants to hand 
me eighty acres of land without serv
ices to him, I am going to slap that man 
in the face, so help me God, because I 
would feel that man had offered me an 
insult, and I would resent it as a gen
tleman should. 

But, is that all? Oh, no. Oh, no. 
Eighty acres of land! Judge Hailey 
says-now, the respondent denies it
that .the respondent was out in his 
county wanting to borrow money, and 
wanting to know if some of those folks 
wouldn't lend him some money; and 
Judge Halley says: "Yes, I told him I 
thought there were plenty of •men out 
there who would like to lend him 
money." And then, after that, Judge 
Halley started out and he went to hun
dreds and hundreds of men, looking up 
men who had received services from the 
Land C0mmis~joner,' who had had busi
ness with the Land Commissioner; men 

who had had dealings with the Land 
Commissioner, men whose lands in many 
instances had been i·eappraised by your 
Land Commissioner and greatly reduced 
and reappraised at lower values, and 
those mostly in Pecos. .All right, what 
did he do? He went off and raised the 
money and paid off the mortgage on this 
farm. My God! I have got some prop
erty that has got a mortgage on it 
right now. .And if Santa Claus would 
come along and pay that mortgage off 
under circumstances where I would feel 
he hadn't got something that compro
mised my self-respect and sense of hon
esty, I would think that I had the favor 
of Providence, indeed. 

Twenty-two hundred and fifty dollars, 
think of that! He received that one 
time for land he got and sold for that 
amount of money; he received that 11-s a 
contribution. All right. Mind you, 
Judge Hailey had business with him. 

Then there is J. D. Jackson, who gave 
him $245.00, and J. D. Jackson had land 
that had been reappraised. .And had I 
been that Land Commissioner, and any 
man whose land I had reappraised had 
offered to pay me something, I would 
have told him to go to Hell; I would 
have resented it, as any God-fearing 
man would. 

Mr. Forbes: You wouldn't use that 
lauguage, would you, Judge? 

Mr . .Allen: Yes, sir, that is what I 
would tell him, because I think that 
is where he is going. 

Now, let's go ahead. Here is the 
matter of Mr. Yeates. Of course, Yeates 
felt good toward him. His lands had 
produced millions and countless millions . 
Of course, Yeates feels good toward him, 
and if he didn't he would be the worst 
ingrate in this world. Why, sure, he 
did. .And he got out there, and this 
man Yeates found out that he owed that 
distinguished, kind and Christian gen
tleman, Judge Batts, $500.00 that he 
had borrowed from him, and that he 
owed $109.00 for the printing of a brief 
he had written in connection with his 
official duties, in opposition to the .Attor
ney General, and representing the State, 
and it was an official matter; and he 
told Yeates about it; and this man 
Yeates wrote him a check for $609.00 to 
cover $500.00 that he had borrowed for 
campaign expenses, to be returned to 
Judge Batts, and to cover $109.00 that 
he had to pay for the printing of a 
brief, which was an official act. 

Let me tell you, I am getting pretty 
tired of the practice in this country of 
taking every poor, ignorant man who 
doesn't know when he violates the law 
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and railroading him to prison, taking a 
negro who steals a dog and railroading 
him to prison, and the men in high 
places and of high standing, who know
ingly violate the law, whitewashing 
them and telling them to go and sin no 
more-I am tired of that; I don't care 
whether you people like what I say or 
not. I assume enry man and woman 
on this Committee_:! think vou are a 
splendid, capable body of citfzens-will 
do his and her duty, hut what I say, I 
don't care whether anybody or nobody 
likes it, heeanse I am ading here in the 
line of my dnty and I am going to do 
my dnty. God know", I am going to do 
my dut~· as I see it and as I under
stand it in this important matter. 

Now, is that all ·1 There is $2250.00, 
$245.00, $009.00. Then we come back to 
this $HiH:l.iO of those n•fnnd checks; and 
in that.lonrnal. page i. what dues he say 
about that? He wouldn't tell you here, 
no; he ducked and he dodged-I never 
saw a criminal on trial in a court in this 
country dnrk and dodge at he did on 
cross-examination. He didn't hesitate 
when his own counsel asked him all 
those leading and suggestive questions; 
language just flowed from his mouth
until cross-examination, and then he 
ducked and dodged and refused to 
answer. 

Now, listen, let's see what he says 
(reading): "I had decided in my own 
mind from what they had said"- Well, 
that is on another point, but I will read 
it. since I have started, and I won't 
have to look it up. "From what they 
had said, I would haYe to be buried 
after that operation." That was about 
that check for a thousand dollars. "I 
aroused from the state of coma suffi
ciently to write that check for that pur
pose, as I had, at that time, no per
sonal funds"-he had no funds-"and 
felt that as this malady came on me 
while I was in the work. that morally 
and legally the fund could afford to pay 
me that amount. And I drew that check 
so mv wife would have sufficient funds 
to he.ar the expense of the funeral fol
lowing the operation." Now, here he 
says he wrote it to bear those expenses 
down there: 

"t). At that time j'ou had no money 
of vour own?" 

.:A. Exce1;t my monthly salary." 
Now, getti11g- hark to this reappraise

ment fu11d, I want to read you what it 
says about that in the Jom:nal-wel!, I 
will lul\·e to get my associate to do that, 
because I ha,·e lost my place. Oh, here 
it is (reading): 

"O.. Now, 1'1r. Robison. the auditors' 

report that has been introduced here 
shows some six thousand-odd dollars in 
received checks that were endorsed and 
•ent back to you by these land owners. 
It shows two thousand and some-odd 
clollars that you issued checks for last 
September, which have never been pre
sented for payment, and the fund in the 
hank has not been called on to pay them, 
making a total of over eight thousand, 
as I now recall it. This fund, according 
to the testimony of other witnesses, was 
given to you, from not a few individ
uals, but from a large part of the citi
zens of 'Vest Texas, given to you as a 
public official." 

l\ow, listen: "Now, what are you go
ing to do with that money-do you know 
what yon are going to do with it!" 
A. "Sure." He knew what he was go
ing to do with it. 

"What are you going to do with that 
money which they have given you!" 
"Use it as I would any other funds I 
have.' 1 

Now, that is what he says about that. 
All right. Now, after having received 
all these things, and after the Investi
gating Committee-a joint investigat· 
ing committee from the Senate and the 
House-had investigated him, and after 
they had condemned him in no uncertain 
terms for this misconduct and mal
feasance in public office, relating not 
only to other matters I have mentioned, 
but, to these particular refund checks, 
what did he do 1 He sent out this letter 
that he now undertakes to explain to 
you in any way that I don't believe will 
be satisfactory to anybody in the world. 
I am going to credit Mr. Robison with 
being not only a man of ordinary in
telligence, !mt I think he is one of the 
brightest men I have ever met; I think 
he has one of the most wonderful minds 
I have ever known. Now, then, if I am 
correct about that, when he sent that 
letter out he knew just as well as any
body that that was an invitation to 
oth;rs to send that money in to him. 
He knew it, you know it, and I know it. 
That was done here, and was carrying 
on a meretricious practice that had been 
condemned hy the Joint Investigating 
Committee of the House and Senate. 

Now, what did he say about accepting 
gifts? He sa~·, there he will accept 
them from anybody-"! will accept an 
automobile from anybody, it doesn't 
make any difference who it is, or what 
I have done for them .. or how fine it is, 
it doesn't make any difference what his 
ethical, financial or moral status is." 
All right, he would accept it from a 
thief, a crook or a grafter. 
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I only have fifteen minutes, and I will 
:have to hurry on. 

You all understand, last fall the Land 
Commissioner was about to place, under 
the old law, place on the market lands 
.to be sold at small sums. That would 
have cost your University and State 
millions of dollars. Everybody knows 
tha-t, my friend Senator Price knows 
that, and Judge Batts knows that. And 
Judge Batts and Senator Price occupy 
·two separate and distinct positions in 
.l'eference to that matter: Senator Price 
was endeavoring to have the Commis
.sioner sell those lands in order that 
the clients he was representing might 
41gobble" them up, in the language of 
the boys. But Judge Batts-he was 
.attorney for some oil crowd and, noble 
man that he is, was pleading all the 
time: "Don't you sell them! Don't you 
'sell them ! " And the same request came 
,from other companies or officials. And 
to show you the good faith of that man, 
'be has enjoyed the confidence of the 
,greatest President this Nation has ever 
.had, that man who has educated the 
boys of this country and made noble, 
God-fearing men out of them, that man 
'that has served on the Circuit Court of 
this Nation, that man told you he had 

11110 thought but for the University in 
which he was educated and which be 
loved, and· was trying to prevent the 
.eale, and had no other purpose except 
.for the benefit of the University. Now, 
'Senator Price, and my good friend, 
·Dayton Moses-you know, there was one 
:Moses that led the people through the 
wilderness and to the Promised Land; 
.I would like for him, in the face of this 
.record, to become a second Moses and 
lead this House out of the wilderness. 

Now, listen, nobody in this world 
!knows better than I do that there is no 
.purer man in this world than Judge 
Batts, and if I made one mention that 
I should not I haven't any defense and 
.no explanation that I can attempt, be
·Cause he represented his client. They 
:all do it-Dayton has done it many 
times. and Price has done it, I have done 
it. They know as well as I that Judge 
~atts is above suspicion, Judge Batts 
. is as pure as a woman, that Judge Batts 
is a citizen that people of all Texas are 
.proud of, and ought to be prouc1 of; 
.and I am satisfied that when Judge 
Batts got through talking here forty 
.J>er cent of the men who signed that 
motion would not have signed it if their 
rnames had not been on it. 

Now, those lands were to be sold, the 
Governor found out those lands were 

:to. be sold and tried to put them off; 

and Senator Price says, "No, sir, sell 
those lands.'' Senator Price won't deny 
that the court held that the lands could 
be sold any time during the month of 
January. That is what Governor Moody 
said; possibly he is as good a lawyer 
as any of us lawyers on either side of 
this case. That is what the Attorney 
General said; and that is what Judge 
Batts says, and no greater lawyer ever 
lived in this State than Judge Batts. 
And they all said ·they had preferred 
to postpone those sales to another day 
in January, so that when the Legisla
ture met, the Legislature could take 
such action as necessary to protect the 
people of this State and protect the 
people's University . 

All right. Now, let's see, did the 
Land Commissioner-now, remember he 
is your Land Commissioner-did he be
lie,;,e they were right about it! I will 
demonstrate conclusively that he did: 
He took off a mi!lion and a half acres 
and postponed the sale of it at their 
instance. He wouldn't have done it, 

·he said, if he hadn't thought he was 
justified in it. He took off-had Sena
tor Price leave off some fifty thousand 
acres of the 103,000 acres, and con
tinued to advertise these lands that 
Judge Batts told are worth millions and 
millions and millions of dollars to the 
State of Texas and to the University 
of Texas, and, in that way, to the boys 
and girls of Texas.. Yes, sir-yes, sir. 
No wonder, my friend, Senator Price, 
wanted that land sold! You heard what 
Judge Batts said. They didn't under
take to rebut it, did they! 

All right. If he had the right to take 
off a million and a half, then he had 
tl)e right to take off the 53,000, didn't 
he? All right. The Governor thought 
it was best, the Attorney General 
thought it was best, Judge Batts thought 
it was best, the Board of Regents of the 
University thought it was best; they 
were your representatives, they were 
your servants. But this m11n deter
mined that those lands should be sold, at 
the instance of my esteemed friend, 
Senator Price, persisted in putting those 
lands on the market, and they were sold . 
And now wait. When the judgment was 
rentlcr~d, the court held that he had 
the right to take those lands. off the 
market by proper notice, and that for 
that reason the injunction must not be 
set aside as to that; but as to those 
53,000 acres, the injunction was dis
solved because he didn't attempt to take 
them off the market. Yes, that was 
where his arbitrary conduct was, and by 
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that piece of arhitarv conduct he 
caused the University, ';ind the young 
men and young women of this country, 
your girls and your boys. and mine, and 
the girls and boys of other citizens of 
this State to lose count!"'" millions 
of dollars. according to the testimony 
of J uclge Batts. 

Now, mv friends, it is just a matter 
of eommot;, ordinary. eHr)-.day honesty 
-~res, sir, it is ju~t a question of clean 
and honest gonrnment, that is all. The 
good name and fame of this State are 
inrnh·ed. The people of this State are 
awaiting your action, to see what you 
are going to say about a man who has 
bt·en guilty of graver miseonduct in 
public ollicl' than was Her committPd 
hy any other public official in the his
tnry of this ~!ate. or anv other State 
tha't I know of. Yes, there have been 
other executi,·es of this State impeached. 
But I want to tell you, you can go and 
read that record in that case and read 
the record in this case, and this is far 
gra ,·er in importance and more far
reaehing in its results than anything 
that was ever done by the officer who 
was impeaehed in that case. 

Now, let me tell you, my friends, if 
yon have any hopes connected with mak
ing this State the greatest and most 
prosperous and most enlightened and 
most moral in this nation; if you 
han• any pride connected with main
tahing the purity, the honesty and 
infrgrity and efficiency of your pub
lic government, if you have .any 
n•gard. som<' regard for tlrn obliga
tions which the deeds and blood of your 
fathers have imposed upon you and upon 
me. then I urge yon at this time to let 
that hope, let that pride and let that 
regard prompt you to withdraw your 
names from that petition and do your 
dutv in this case, and speak out for 
good morals, common honesty, decency in 
government, all those things that help 
elevate and enlighten our State and our 
people. Just go right on and do your 
duty. Let me tell you, the greatest 
soldier, and, in my opinion, the purest, 
noblest who ever lived on the American 
continent said that "Duty is the sub
limest word in the English language." 
And when Lord Horatio Nelson entered 
the battle of Trafalgar he electrillcd the 
English-speaking people of the world 
when he hoisted to the main mast of his 
vessel his message to Irish and English 
seamen: "England expects every man to 
do his duty." 

My countrymen, at this time the eyes 
of Texas are upon you, and every moral, 

right-thinking, decent and God-fearing 
man and woman in Texas is asking the 
Lord God to help you and to guide and 
clirect you in your action at this time. 
The people of Texas want you to do 
~·our duty, and expect you to do your 
duty. And if you will just say to 
e\·ery public officer in this State by 
your action here, when you finally reach 
your conclusions, that the people of 
Texas are bent on having honest govern
ment, that the people of Texas are bent 
and determined upon having efficient, 
capable, honest, fair-dealing public of
ficers, if you will just enunciate that 
dnctrine to the wor Id, my friends, the 
great commonwealth in which you live 
will enter upon a new career, exciting 
in<·reased wonder throughout the world 
by greater and grander and better and 
nobler achievements to be hereafter had 
than any heretofore attained. 

My friends, we ha\•e all gone through 
the heat of this trial. I have a pro
fon nd respect and feeling of friendship 
for every good man and woman here; 
and in leaving this matter to you, just 
permit me to ask the Lord God to bless 
you and yours, now and hereafter. 

Mr. Pur 1 of Dallas : Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the committee rise, report 
progress, and ask permission now to re
eess until 2 o'clock. 

(Mr. Purl's motion prevailed and the 
committee recessed at 12 :20 o'clock p. m. 
until 2 o'clock p. m. of the same day.) 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1929. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 2 o'clock 
p. m., Thursday, June 27, 1929, where
upon the following proceedings were 
had: 

The Speaker: The committee will 
please be in order. Judge Allen, of 
counsel for the proponents, took an hour 
and twenty-five minutes. 

Who will be the first counsel for re
spondents? Mr. Smith. 

Mr. E. F. Smith of Austin, Texas, 
counsel for the respondent: Mr. Chair
man, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Com· 
mittee: I, too, join with Judge Allen 
in expressing for me and my associates, 
and Mr. Robison, our thanks for the 
courteous treatment we have received. 

Mr. Chastain of Eastland: Mr. 
Speaker, I thought they wanted to hear 
this argument, and there are not many 
of them here, it seems to me. 
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Mr. Quinn of Jefferson: Mr. Chair
man, I move a call of the committee 
until 4 o'clock. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Jefferson moves a call of the committee 
until 4 o'clock. Is the call seconded! 
The call is seconded. 

The question was thereupon taken and 
•the motion prevailed. 

Mr. McGill of El Paso: I move that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to 
bring in all members who are not sick. 

The question was taken on the motion 
and the motion prevailed. 

The Speaker: All present please reg
ister. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Smith, I hope you can proceed 
now without being interrupted. 

Mr. Smith: I will ask if those in 
the back of the House can hear me 
speaking at this tone of voice? Can 
you hear me, Mr. Pope! I am not ac
customed to making public speeches, and 
my remarks are always in the court
house, and I carry my arguments in a 
conversational tone of voice. 

Mr. Allen this morning started off his 
address with the statement that he was 
going to demand an impeachment of Mr. 
Robison. My associates and myself are 
not going to demand anything. So far 
as I am concerned, I have a responsi
bility to my client and to this House to 
present to you our theory of this case 
from a legal standpoint. When I have 
discharged that responsibility my duty 
will have been done. The duty, then, 
will pass to you as to whether or not 
Mr. Robison should be impeached. 

Mr. Allen this morning made the re
markable statement, and it is a remark
able statement, that if he was District 
Attorney of 1'ravis or Bexar county, 
that he would cause the indictment of 
Mr. Robison for the alleged offenses. 
Those offenses were the acceptance of 
gifts. Necessarily, and by clear intend
ment, Mr. Allen meant to leave the im
pression with this committee that Mr. 
Robison had been bribed. 

No public official can be bribed unless 
some one bribes him. I ask this com
mittee, and this is a serious charge, to 
consider whether or not J. D. Jackson, 
that you heard testify from the witness 
stand, did bribe J. T. Robison. Did 
Judge J. C. Hunter, who testified from 
this witness stand as to gifts, did he 
bribe J. T. Robison! Did Judge Mat
thews, of Albany, Texas, bribe Mr. Robi
son! Did Mr. Bivins, of Amarillo, bribe 
Mr. Robison! Did these hundreds of 
patriotic West Texas citizens who made 
the return of these refund checks, bribe 
Mr. Robison! If Mr. Robison was guilty 

of accepting a bribe, then I submit that 
those men who made the bribe are also 
guilty. 

It was Burke, the great English states
man and orator, who said, that "you 
cannot indict a nation." Those men in 
West Texas-and there are no more 
patriotic men anywhere than in West 
Texas. I am proud I am from West 
Texas. Out of the goodness of their 
hearts, when they saw this veteran, gray
haired official in dire distress through 
illness, and in financial trouble, they 
came to help him, as they always do 
their friends when in trouble. And yet 
the gentleman from Dallas tells you 
that if he was district attorney _he 
would cause this veteran Land Commis
sioner to be indicted. 

I am happy that Mr. Allen did not 
also insist on the indictment of the 
gentlemen who signed the resolution on 
yesterday. He did complain bitterly 
about the signing of the resolution, but 
he didn't go far enough to include .them 
in his wholesale indictments of the peo
ple of Texas. 

Mr. Allen touched upon very freely 
this morning an alleged remark to tell
ing people to go to hell. I am glad I 
haven't that attitude towards my fel
low citizens. There is so much good 
in the worst of us, and so much bad in 
the best of us, that ·it behooves all of 
us to have some compassion in our 
hearts towards all of us. 

Mr. Allen's remarks this morning re
minded me of the old-time preacher who. 
preached about hell and damnation and 
other unpleasant things, and that re
minded me of a story of the great states
man, Thomas Jefferson, that the preach
ers and opposing politicians always re· 
ferred to during political campaigns as. 
an infidel or atheist. Thomas Jefferson 
was no such thing. Once he attended 
church. The preacher preached for two. 
hours, as they generally did at that 
time, and his sermon dealt with hell and 
damnation of Almighty God towards hu
man beings .. And the picture that he 
drew was thai{ the overwhelming ma
jority of mankind had a one-way ticket 
to the place of eternal punishment. 

When the sermon was over a lady 
came to Mr. Jefferson and asked him: 
"Mr. Jefferson, how did you enjoy the· 
sermon?" 

The great statesman and philosopher 
replied: "I think the Lord is a lot bet
ter than a lot of us think He is.'' 

One who heard that sermon this morn
ing of Mr. Allen would naturally be
come a pessimist. He would be inclined ' . 
to subscribe to the philosophy of John 
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Stuart Mill, who said that in the strug· 
gle for supremacy that truth had no 
inherent advantage over error, else why 
was Christ t·rueified, and else why did 
Socrates drink the poisoned cup 1 

My argument will he a kgal argu· 
ment, and before 1 enter into that phnsc 
of it I want to call vour attention to a 
fundamental propo~ition that runs 
through our government. In order to 
do that I shall refer to the mun who 
wrote that sentiment that I shall men
tion into the Constitution of our Ameri
·can State>. John Adams and Thomas 
Jeffer•on and George \Vashington and 
those people were the people who gave 
us a nation. It was John Adams, of 
Massachusetts, who nominated George 
\Vashington, of Virginia, to be com
mander-in-chief of the Continental 
forces. It was John Adams who ap
pointed John Marshall the Chief Jus
tice of the United States. And it was 
John Adams who wrote the Constitu
tion, the first Constitution of Massa
chusetts. and it was there he outlined 
our form of government, a government 
of three departments, each of equal im
portance, the legislative, the judicial and 
the executive; and it was he that pro
vided for two houses in the Legisla
ture; and the concluding clause in that 
section of the Constitution written by 
the hand of John Adams was: "To the 
•end that we may have a government of 
law, and not of men" 

The important thing before this com
mittee is to try :\'Ir. Robison and deter
mine his guilt or innocence according 
to law, and not according to the preju
dices of men. 

Juuge Allen read you this morning 
from Section 24 of Article 4 of our Con
stitution. and said that Mr. Robison 
should be impeached because he had 
not kept an itemized account of the 
disbursements of the one cent an acre 
fund. Judge Allen didn't read this 
committee all of that section. Here is 
what the framers of the Constitution 
were getting at, that these men, these 
executive officers, should make reports 
from time to time; and here is the pen
alty, and the only penalty, that is at· 
tached to that provision of our State 
·Co·•stitution. 

Without reading what Mr. Allen read 
this morning of that same section of 
our Constitution, it continues: "And 
the Governor may also inspect their 
books, accounts, vouchers and public 
funds; and any officer, or manager, who 
·at any time shall wilfully make a false 
report or give false information, shall 
'be guilty of perjury, and so adjudged, 

puni:;hed accordingly, and removed from 
oflicc." The penalty is for wilfully giv
ing false testimony and failure under 
uu th to make a correct report. 

Iteferring now to that resolution that 
was offered yesterday, I lay down the 
proposition, as a matter of law, that 
it was the correct procedure. Mr. Allen 
as a lawyer knows that when the plain
tiff in a civil suit, or when the State 
in a criminal case, has put on its evi
dence, that the defendant in the case 
has the right, as a matter of la~, to 
demur to the evidence; that is to say, 
to raise the question then and there 
that the evidence, as a matter of law, 
is insufficient to sustain a verdict of 
guilty in a criminal case, or a verdict 
for the plaintiff in a civil case. 

My argument then will be directed 
to this proposition, that, as a matter 
of law, the evidence in this case is 
insufficient to justify articles of im
peachment against the respondent. 
The Constitution docs not provide the 
method of removing· a public officer by 
impeachment, except that the charges 
are preferred by the House, and that 
he shall be tried by the Senate. But 
the Legislature, as it had the power to 
do under the Constitution, has indi
cated the procedure to be followed by 
an impeachment case, and in all other 
cases for removal of public officials. 

The purpose of an impeachment is 
to remove a public officer from office. 
The purpose of an action in court 
against n public officer is the same, to 
remove him from office. The Legisla
ture has drawn no distinction between 
the two. Judge Allen, realizing the 
seriousness of the contention I would 
make, attempted this morning to an
ticipate my argument and to convince 
you that my argument when made 
would be erroneous. 

Article 5961, Revised Statutes, 1925, 
provides for the removal of an execu
tive officer, and that he shall be re
moved from office or position by im
peachment in the manner provided in 
the Constitution and in this title, and 
the removal by impeachment as therein 
provided for being cumulative of all 
other remedies with respect to the im
peachment and removal of a public 
officer. 

Judge Allen referred to, but did not 
quote or read, the statute I am going 
to read, Article 5986: "No officer shall 
be prosecuted or removed from office for 
any act he may have committed prior 
to his election to office." Mr. Allen 
tries to draw a distinction and say that 
this statute refers only to local or 
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county officials. The law does not so 
provide. It .is in one article of the stat
ute, and says no officer shall be so re
moved. . 

Judge .Allen read to you some deci
sions this morning, but he failed to read 
you the last expression of our Supreme 
Court, and a decision handed down sub
sequent to the impeachment proceedings 
to which he referred. Our Supreme 
Court, in Reeves vs. State, 267 South
western, 666, said: 

"We construe .Article 6055 (now .Ar
ticle 5986) to mean that an officer can
not be removed for acts committed prior 
to his election to the term of office he 
is holding. * * * We think the Leg
islature did not idly enact the article, 
and that it should be given force. To 
do so we must apply it only to acts 
committed subsequent to his election to 
the term of office he is holding, and from 
which it is sought to oust him." 

Judge .Allen also read you from 22 
Ruling Case Law this morning, but he 
failed to read you this statement on 
page 565, where it is said: 

"It seems to be well settled that an 
officer cannot be impeached for an act 
committed during a prfor term." 

.All the laWYers of this committee 
know the highest standing of Ruling 
Case J,aw as an authority. 

Now the case of the State of .Ala
bama vs. Hasty, 63 Southern, 559, says: 

"It seems to be the policy of our Con
stitution to make each term independ
ent of the other, and to disassociate tlie 
conduct under one term from the 
qualifications or right to fill another 
term. * * * We, therefore, sustain 
the motion of respondent to strike from 
the information all grounds of impeach
ment based upon his conduct during the 
previous term of office." 

The Supreme Court of California, in 
• Smith vs. Ling, 68 California, 324, 

said: 
"By parity of reason an officer can

not, under the same section, be removed 
from office for a violation of his duties 
while serving in another term of the 
sa.me office. Each term of an officer is 
an entity separate and distinct from 
other terms of the same office. If de
fendant violated any duties imposed 
upon him as an incumbent of the office 
of ilheriff during a former term, the law 
furnishes a mode or modes for his pun
ishment, but to remove him from an 
office to which he has been subsequently 
elected is not the punishment for such 
violation of duty prescribed by any law 
of this State.'' 

In re King, 6 N. Y. Sup. 420, the
court said: 

".Acts constituting an alleged offense· 
committed prior to his present term of 
office are inadmissible in evidence as a 
ground for removal." 

In another New York case, Conant vs .. 
Grogan, the court said: 

"The courts should never remove a. 
public officer for acts done prior to his 
present term of office. To do otherwise; 
would be to deprive the people of their 
right to elect their officers. When the
people have elected a man to office, it 
must be assumed that they did this with 
knowledge of his life and character, and 
that they disregarded or forgave his 
faults or misconduct, if he had been 
guilty of any. It is not for ~he court, 
by reason of such faults and misconduct, 
to practically overrule the will of the
people." 

Here is a statement from Chief Jus-· 
tice Church, in the impeachment pro-· 
ceedings of Judge Barnard, the case re-
fer red to by Mr . .Allen this morning. 
Judge Barnard was on trial before the 
Senate in the State of New York, and . 
the judges of the Court of .Appeals of 
that State, which is the court of last 
resort, sat with the Senate in the im
peachment trial. On this question Chief 
Justice Church said: 

"If I felt warranted in balancing the· 
evidence, in determining that question 
in a civil action, I might come to the· 
conclusion that the evidence of payment 
was not reliable; but we are here in a 
criminal case, where the respondent is. 
entitled to the benefit of every reasonable 
doubt, both upon the facts and the law,. 
and I cannot say that the evidence which· 
has been produced is not sufficient to. 
create some doubt." 

Now I submit, and I believe that 
ninety per cent of the laWYers of t4is 
Committee will agree with me, that 
under the established law of this coun
try that this House passes both upon 
the' facts and the law, and the rule is 
that the respondent must be given the 
benefit of every doubt, not alone of the
facts, but of the law. 

Now if you have any doubt, any rea-
sonable doubt, in your mind as to· 
whether Mr. Robison, as a matter of 
law, could be impeached for any offense,. 
if any he committed, prior to the elec
tion of November 6, 1928, then I submit. 
to you that, as a matter of .law, you 
must resolve that doubt in favor of Mr. 
Robison. '.l"hese, may it please ttie Com
mittee, are not technical objections, but' 
they go to the very fundamentals of our-
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Government, to the end that we may 
have, so help us God, a government of 
law, and not of men. 

Judge Allen referred this morning to 
the case of Ferguson vs. Maddox, and 
:announced that that decision was a 
judgment of the Supreme Court of this 
State. I know he did not intend to mis
lead you, but that decision is not a 
judgment of the Supreme Court. Law
_yers know that a special court only de
cides the case before it, and that decision 
of a special court is not a precedent, 
and may be completely ignored by the 
court itself, the regular court, in any 
<0ther case of a similar kind or char
acter. Mr. Coke is an able lawyer of 
Dallas, and he wrote the opinion, but 
it is simply the opinion of a lawyer, 
and is not an opinion of the Supreme 
Court of Texas. 

In Nebraska they have a method of 
trying impeachment cases like this: The 
Legislature returns articles of impeach
ment, and the case is tried, not before 
the Senate, but before the Supreme 
Court itself. This was d6ne in order to 
remove all political prejudice and hatred 
from impeachment cases, and in order 
that a public officer charged with high 
crimes and misdemeanors could be tried 
according to law. The Supreme Court 
-0f Nebraska has defined what is an im
peachable offense, but before I get to 
that definition I want to refer to one 
-other matter. 

Mr. Allen referred to the fact that 
impeachment in Texas must be for high 
crimes and misdemeanors; that that was 
true, even though the Constitution pre
scribed no offense for which a man could 
be impeached. He is correct in that 
statement, but is incorrect as to what 
the common law is. Mr. Blackstone, 

·from whom we have inherited our com-
mon law doctrine, makes this statement, 
in Book 4, page 259: 

"An impeachment is the prosecution of 
the already known and established law, 
but a presentment to the most high and 
supreme of criminal jurisdiction by the 
most solemn grand inquest of the whole 
kingdom." 

Then the common law is that an im
pead1ment is a prosecution of the al
ready known and established law. In 
-other words, this House and the Senate 
of this State cannot fix crimes and try 
.and convict men in public office for hav
ing committed those crimes. A respond
ent in an impeachment proceeding can 
only be .tried and only convicted for of
fenses under the known and established 
law. I challenge Judge Allen and his 

able associate to show any law estab
lished in this State that it is a high 
crime and misdemeanor for a public. 
official, when in financial and physical 
distress, to receive gifts from his friends. 
It is not a violation of the law, and 
this Committee is going to try this re
spondent according to law, to the end 
that we may have a government of law, 
and not of men. 

In the Nebraska case, State vs. Hast
ings, Attorney General, 55 Northwestern, 
774, this was a case where an attempt 
was being made to impeach and remove 
from office the Attorney General, Secre
tary of State, and another high state 
official of the State of Nebraska, for 
failing to keep proper accounts and make 
proper disbursements, and to. make 
proper contracts in the expenditure of 
a large sum of public money appropri
ated by the Legislature for the building 
of State institutions. The Supreme 
Court of Nebraska said: · 

"It may be safely asserted that where 
the act of official delinquency consists, 
in the violation of some provision of the 
constitution or statute which, if de
nounced as a crime or misdemeanor, or 
where it is a mere neglect of duty, wil
fully done, with a corrupt intention, or 
where the negligence is so gross, and 
the disregard of duty so fis.grant, as to 
warrant the inference that it was wilful 
and corrupt, it is within the definition 
of a misdemeanor in office. But where 
it consists of a· mere error in judgment, 
or omission of duty, without the element 
of fraud, and where the negligence is 
attributable to a misconception of duty, 
rather than a wilful disregard thereof, 
it is not impeachable, although it may 
be highly prejudic_iaf to the interests 
of the State." 

Have they shown any eyidence on the 
part of this respondent or· of those gen
tlemen who made those gifts to him of a 
wilful intent to do wrong? You know 
the lands had long- since been reap
praised, the work was completed, and 
Mr. Robison was in distress, and those 
citizens of Texas, out of the goodness 
of their hearts, felt called upon to help 
that old man. There is not a word· of 
evidence of a wilful intent. Wilfully 
done, with a corrupt· intention. Mark 
that. Before you can convict this re~ 
spondent, as a matter of law, and ac
cording to law, they have got to show 
a corrupt intent, and they have not 
done it, and they cannot do it. 

"But where it consists of a mere 
error of judgment, or omission of duty, 
without the element of fraud, and where . 
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the negligence i• attributable lo a mis
conception of duty, rather than a wilful 
disregard thereof, it is not impeaehable, 
although it may be highly prejudicial 
to the interests of the State." 

That is the law, and I ask this com
mittee to follow the law as dt>elarcd 
by the oourts. 

Senator Da\'is, in Johnson·s Impen"11-
ment, Volume 3, page 157; and hefore 
I read what be said I want to make this 
observation, that Senator Davis, I be
lieve, was from the State of Ohio. nnd 
was afterwards, and for a long time. a 
Justice of the Supreme Court uf the 
United States; and here is what he said: 

"But the position that the Senate. 
when trying an impeachment, is a law 
to itself, is hound by no law, may de
cide the case as it will, is illimitable 
and absolute in the performance of cer
tain re..trkted judicial functions in a 
limited government is rernltingly ab
surd!' 

That takes us back to the common 
law, as declared by Blackstone, that an 
impeachment is a prosecution of the al
ready known and established law. 

There is no law, and was no law, 
requiring the Land Commissioner to keep 
this one cent an acre fund in any par
ticular manner. The law simply re
quired him to pay the expenses of re
appraisement, and whatever was left to 
return it to these land owners, and then 
it became the property of those land 
owners, and they could do with it, as 
Judge Hunter testified, girn it to the 
Baptist Church, the lllethodist Church, 
or to Mr. Robison, if they wanted to. 
There is a total failure to show fraud 
or corruption or intent to corrupt this 
veteran public official that the people 
of Texas ha,·e honored for eleven times. 
Where is there any public official in 
Texas, with the exception of a few of 
our distinguished jurists, \\'ho ha ,-e been 
80 often and so long rewarded by the 
people of Texas? 

Senator Doolittle, in Johnson's Im
peachment, Volume 3, page 240, said: 

"But to say that a high public officer, 
with good motives, and with an honest 
intent to obey, although he mistakes the 
meaning of the statute, can be found 
guilty of a high crime or misdemeanor, 
which shall subject him to the hea des! 
punishment which can fall upon a pub
lic man in high office, is to assert a doc
trine never before beard in any court 
of justice." 

Mark you this, that among the articles 
charged against President Johnson was 
that be bad refused to obey an Act of 
Congress itaeU, while the e\·idence be-

fore this Committee shows " complete 
and at all times willing ohe1li1·11ce by this 
public official, the Lnncl Commi••ioner 
of Texas, to the laws and mnntlutes of 
tho legislatj\·e department of our gov
ernment. 

Senator Fessenden, in .Tolrnson's Im
peachment, said: 

"Granting. for the sake of argument, 
that the latter constru<'lion is the true 
one, it must be conceded that the power 
thus "'rnferred might he liable to very 
great abu•c. especially in times of high 
party excitement when the passions of 
the people are conflicting against a per
verse and obnoxious public officer. If 
so, it is power to be exercised with ex
treme caution when you once get be
yond the line of specific criminal of
fense." 

1\fark you, that these Senators of the 
United States were without exception 
Republican. Senator Fessenden was 
from Maine, and. as I stated, Senator 
Dads was from Ohio. And .Judge Al
len. standing on this platform this morn
ing, announced to you a definition of an 
impeachable offense exactly like the one 
that was given and urged by the House 
managers of the prosecution, led by the 
radical Republican, Mr. Butler of 
Massachusetts, in Andrew Johnson's im
peachment; and the Senate of the 
United States. to its everlasting honor, 
refused to acept any such definitions. 

You know. and I know, it is not right. 
You may l1a\•e the power, but you 
haven't got the right, to impeach a pub
lic official elected by the sovereign peo
ple of Texas, and remove that choice of 
the people of Texas from public office, 
unless he has committed some offense 
established and known to the law at 
the time the offense was charged. 

Read your law hooks, consider this 
evidence, and nowhere will you find 
where this respondent has ,·iolatcd any 
established and known law of this State. 

These things are fundamental, may 
it please the Committee, to the end that 
we may haw a gonrnment of law, and 
not of men. 

In the impeachment of Belnap, Sena
tor Wright made the following state
ment: 

"Becau•e it does not satisfy me upon 
this point beyond a reasonable doubt, 
and because it is quite wanting in every
thing like directness and force, I feel 
bound to vote. 'Xot Guilty.'" 

As a matter of law, law of the high
est importance, enry doubt, both as to 
the e\·idence and as to the law, must, as 
a matter of law, be resolved in favor 
of this respondent. 
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I have attempted to discUH< to Y<HI 
gentlemen my honest, sine<"re coiu·rption 
of tht- law of this. ("a~e. ~Ir n~~o('iatP~ 
who follow me will discus; hoth fads 
and possibly the law also. 

It is a matter in which ''"'' f Pt'l k<•en
ly; it is a matter of thl' h i_~hest im
portanre; Lut isn't thl' most important 
thing after all. that wt> han• a gon•ru· 
ment. a government nf law. and uot of 
men! 

Before T <·on<'liHI<' I must refer to this 
one fad. Tn our ttllHlZl'ment, the attor
neys r<'pre~rnting the proporwnts in this 
east" hrought into this the Cnh·ersity 
sqnalililr. IIcrP \\as the Land Commis
sioner. the Attorlll'\" GP1wral, Ronni of 
Hegl'll ts. .hulgl' Baits, of the lloa rd of 
Til•gt•nt~ a11d of the Gulf Production 
C'o111pa11y. a11<) t:t'nl'rnl \\'niters. And I 
want tu sa ,. 'erv ell'nrlv that I have a 
lovl' in m\· 'tu•arl for l~e;1rrnl ,Jake \Yol
ten•. I thi11k he is one of the filwst 
g •ntlt•nll'n T k11ow. Ile appeared lwfore 
the Land l'ommi~~ionl'f aR a lawver 
rt'prt.'~l·nting n C'lient, as la• hnd a riP.ht 
to do. :llr. Batts appeared hefnre the 
Lnncl C'om111i:;.sio11er, rl'prl~setitiug his 
dit>11t. al'\ Ill' had a rig-ht to do. nut 
tla•y did makP an effort to prne11t these 
lands fro:n h(•ing- plal't.>d on the market. 

;\ow it clrn·"' not tnatter, so far as 
thi:;. l'n1111nitlet• is eonC'erned, whethl'r 
the Gon•rnor was right. the Attonu•y 
G'•t1l·ral wa~ right, or these oil cmu
panies \\.('fl' right. or the Board of. 
Ht•gt•nts \\ere rig-ht. You know that 
fn"n all tliP nidl'll"'' brought in here 
that \H' will nssunw, as we <lid assume. 
that the><' pul1lic offi,'iab. every one of 
them. wt>rc• C'uns<'ientiou~ly trying to fol
)0w their dutv '"' laid down hv the law. 

Xow yPu /a11110t imp<'aC'h ~ man for 
tr~·ing to Jo his dut~·. In :IIr. Robison's 
case. in this particular instanee, the 
court, in "'o far a~ it hatl passt'd on 
this questiun. has upheld :llr. Hohison's 
viPws. ~lnd .Jud.tr<• .All(•n was clt>arly in 
error this morning when he stated that 
the court down there held that Mr. 
Hobison rnuld postpone the sale of all 
of those lands. The court did not hold 
that. The court held, for these lands 
for whieh there was no specific demand. 
hr could poBtpone the sale, as he had 
done. In other words, the court upheld 
Mr. Robison's action in obeying the 
opinion of the Attorney General as to 
those lands for whieh there was no spe
cific demand. The eourt also upheld 
him in refusing to postpone the sale of 
those lands for whieh he had specific 
demand. 

Now, as I say, regardless of whether 
the Governor, the Land Commissioner, 

and it so happens that I have voted for 
all three of those public officials, and 
they would be my officers, whether I 
,-oted for them or not, but they are par
ticularly mine in view of the fact that 
I voted for all of them, I assume, as this. 
Committee should assume, they were all 
sincerely trying to do their duty. 

Now these attorneys for the propon
ents are ahlc lawyers, and I congratu
late the House on having as able law
yers as ran he found anvwhere. But I 
ask this pertinent question: Why did 
those ahle lawyers inject that question 
into this case, when they must have 
known as lawyers, under the evidence 
that wns before them in the bound vol
ume of the evidence taken before the 
Investigating Committee. that all the 
farts with regard to the University 
squa hhle rou ld not possibly c•rca te any 
character or kind of an offense for 
which Mr. Robison could be impeached t 

Then isn't it possible-I do not make 
the accusation-I learn the suggestion 
with you-that they injected that ques
tion into this case in order to bring in 
the political side of this controYersy, 
with the power of the friends of the 
Governor and the Attorney General and 
the oil C'Ompanics and the Boarcl or 
Hegents 1 I do not know of any other 
purpose the gentlemen could have had in 
injecting that question into the case_ 
But when they injected it into the case 
we had a right to answer it, and we have 
answered it completely. 

I thank you. 
Mr. Price: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 

Gentlemen of the House-My associate 
counsel has just stated to you that the· 
counsel for the respondent in this case 
and Mr. Robison himself, appreciate 
very deeply the courtesy and patience 
and kindness that has uniformly been 
"'iiihit1·rl hv thr members of this House 
during the course of this trial. 

I kuow that at times it was tedious 
and possibly tiresome; I know that dur
ing this trial you, as Legislators and 
lawmak~rs of this State, had a sense of 
your duty to perform the trust imposed 
upon you with reference to the making 
of laws. But be that as it may, these 
r-h11rges "ere filed, the resolution waB
ndopte<l. and under the rules or law 
and rig-lit the respondent being charged 
with probably the most serious charges. 
that can e\•er faee an officer, we, in our 
feeble way, have endeavored to defend 
him in these charges and in the per
formunre of that duty time has been 
required. 

I appreciate the fact, ladies and gen
tlemen of the House, that very little 
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bitterness has crept into this trial; for 
the most part the attorneys for the 
proponents and the respondent have got
ten along reasonably well, and that is as 
it should be, my friends, for I was think
ing the other day, when there was a 
stress and strain in this House, when 
blood was running high and feeling was 
intense, I looked over the faces of this 
assemblage and the thought came to me 
how very passing and transient is the 
life of an individual. 

Here is this aggregation of men, fight
ing and contending for what they believe, 
active with the flush of life on their 
cheeks, the thought came to me that 
probably in three decades not a single 
adult in this assemblage may be in the 
land of the living. In a few short days 
this chamber here shall see no more of 
most of us. New faces will appear and 
new voices will resound here, but my 
friends, regardless of the transiency of 
individual life, thank God we have in 
this country enduring principles of right 
and wrong. They have been established 
in the past, they were approved at the 
time this government was formed, and 
these principles of right shall endure as 
long as our institutions endure. 

My friends, one of the principal dif
ferences I think, between human beings 
and animals is this: that the human be
ing possesses reason. His life is moved, 
or should be moved by reason rather 
than by emotion. Not impulse, not ex
citement, not to appeal to the rancor 
and prejudice of men has built up this 
race and our country, but at all times, 
in times of storms or calms, this gov
ernment has been preserved by those 
who love reason, who in the winds of 
rancor and 11atred will not be swerved 
from the right course, and in present
ing my feeble argument to you this aft
ernoon, if I have a truthful wish in my 
heart, it is this, that I shall appeal to 
you from the standpoint of reason, of 
rights and of law, rather than from an 
emotional standpoint or from the stand
point of prejudice. 

We heard this morning the address 
of Colonel Allen of Dallas. I bestow 
no une.arned bouquets when I say that 
in my apinion, Mr. Allen is one of the 
shrewdest, one of the most cunning, 
o:ie of the most persuasive prosecutors, 
in the State of Texas. 

The proponents of this measure are 
to be congratulated upon securing his 
services. He has the experience, the 
native talent. For years he has de
fended those charged with crimes in 
North Texas, and he has an enviable 
record. He made a powerful speech. 

He touched on all the strings of senti
ment. He played the chords of emo• 
tion from the bass to the treble. But, 
my friends of the House, I sat there 
at the table and just wondered. Judge 
Allen secured to prosecute. I just 
thought what if Bob Allen had been on 
the other side of the table in this case; 
if he had been armed with the facts 
established in this case, which upheld 
the Land Commissioner, what a power
ful speech he could have made for the 
respondent. 

Sitting there as a young man, with· 
out so much experience and not hurt 
or contaminated with great legal learn
ing but feeling in this case as I do, I 
just thought how great it would have 
been for Bob Allen to have expended 
that effort on the side of the respond
ent. He made a great speech for the 
proponents. He could have made a bet· 
ter one for the respondent. 

I trust, members of the House, that 
you have not been swept off your feet 
nor led into devious paths of fallacies 
and sophistries by the able argument 
of Judge Alle:-i. 

Now, my friends, the proceedings of 
impeachment is not a new thing. It is 
almost as old as the institutions of 
man. It has been used, it has been 
abused. Some of the lea.ding states
men of this country have had occasion 
to remark that it is one of the most 
dangerous instruments in the hands of 
our republican form of government, for 
the reason that in time of stress and 
prejudice, men are likely to do things 
that they will regret thereafter. J. T_ 
Robison is not the only innocent man 
who has faced charges of the kind that 
have been presented here. He is not 
the only morally honest public official 
of Texas who has had to run the gaunt· 
let of political and relentless persecu
tion. General Sam Houston, who more 
than any man, forged the destiny of 
this State, who more than any one man 
won its independence as a sovereign 
nation, who contributed his life and his 
•ervices to his country, lived to see the 
day that when he passed along the 
roads he was hissed at, spit it, and re
viled. 

Our first President was accused of 
all character of offenses. He was re
viled, he was accused of embezzlement, 
and just as powerful forces, men as 
learned and as astute as Bob Allen did 
not hesitate to raise their voices 
against that man who had go:-ie through 
Valley Forge and raised the standard 
of a new republic at Yorktown, and 
the old fellow, in his tottering age, re-' 
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marked that he had rather be dead 
than to be President. 

Gentlemen, in this case, Mr. Smith 
has outlined to you the Jaw that ob
tains in this proceeding. I thi11k he 
has shown you, beyond any donut, that 
an impeachable offense, that an im
peachable offense is not presumed mere 
irregularity-some irregularity. but an 
impeachable offense in law am! in fact, 
and we challenge the prosecution to 
prom it otherwise. that an impeach
able offense. lii}.dt l'rimes all<l misde
meanor is one that go<•s to the intent. 

,Judge Allen in his address approv
ingly quoted this definition. Here is 
what Judg<' Allen said: "That a high 
crime and misdemeanor means grave, 
ollicial misconduct, not official miscon
duct, grave official misconduct." \Vhat 
is the meaning of the word grave? 
"'eighty, hea,·y, extraordinary. . 

Iu all due deference to my friend, 
the learned counsel from Dallas, Judge 
Allen, mv friends, if I am correct in 
th" doct1.'incs he has announced in this 
trial here today, with such force and 
feeling, if that be the Jaw, if that be 
your duty, to act on the law as he has 
Rtated it, if it be an impeachable of
fense to receive a gift, if it be an im-
1waehable offense for a public official 
to rec·,,h·e a gift, irrespective of whether 
it involves you or not, if it be an of
fense to fail to keep books or accounts 
in some particular way of the fund con
tributed by others and not the State, 
if it be an offense lastly, for your 
nteran lawyer, the Land Commissioner, 
to differ on a point of law with the 
Attorney Genl'fal, ancl the Go,·ernor 
and the Board of Regents, then I say 
to vou, if that is the law, if that is 
you;. duty, for you to point your finger 
,tt him and say that, you cannot afford 
to look your constituents in the face 
if nm do not follow the demands of 
thl';n, then I say to you, if that is your 
duty, and your conscience demands that 
yuu express that duty, that you exer
cise• that duty, on any one of those 
things. you would haYe to start, to 
start up here in this lofty turret and 
come on down to the basement, because 
there has s<'arcely eYer been an official 
in Texas who ln;s not done son1e one 
ur more of those thing~. 

Judge Allrn. in this <'aSl', i:;; basing 
his whole argument on the la\\" of the 
l\ledes and Persians. Carrying his fal
lacy to its logiral ePnelnsion, l tltoug-ht 
of an incident that happened here. Mr. 
l\.eaton, m~· goo<l friend, o\·er there, 
is interested, perlrnps, in a t·onrern that 
sl'lls ice rrea ni. Hl·re we WL're on yes-

tenlay having this prosecution before 
you, ladies and gentlemen of the House. 
While this proceeding was going on, 
we stopped this proceeding against Mr. 
Robison, and the pages came in and 
ga \"c you, gave to you members of the 
[louse some of this ice cream. A gift. 
A gratuity. In doing that, I know 
that you gentlemen were absolutely 
guiltless of an~· crime. But, if there 
be a difference in that, and a difference 
in the gifts ancl gratuities accepted 
by ll!r. Robison, it is a difference of 
d~gree and not of kind. And who would 
be heard to remark here in this Cham
ber that the Legislature of tlw State 
of Texas, in accepting that little gift, 
that the legislators of the State of 
Texas, were men who are bad, men 
who are so bad that they would sell 
out to that ice cream company, or that 
that act made them guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors? 

Gentlemen, in this case, regardless 
of the quibbling of the law books and 
the differentiation of legal terms. re
gardless of what Blackstone says or 
what the law hooks may say, it seems 
to me, gentlemen of the House, that 
you have presented here to you a ques 
tion not of wrongdoing, but of right 
doing. 

Somewhere in the human heart and 
mind, somewhere in the human heart. 
and mind, not alone of lawyers, but all 
men, there is a pretty good understand
ing of right ancl wrong. You arc called 
upon here today to prefer articles of 
impeachment against an official of your 
State, who has served you for more 
than a third of a century. You are 
ralled upon here and no,~· to cast a 
stain, to cast a stigma, to hesmirch the 
name of that good man, the name of 
his family, and l say to you lwre and 
now, I do not belieYe you will take 
that rourse, hut if vou d~. I think that 
yon wuulcl be stign;ntizing the name of 
one of the noblest Christians, one of 
the lllll"l'"t men that God ever molded 
in your State. A man who is guile
le"'. I >'Ubmit to you that he has shown 
throughout all of this proceeding not 
an effort to cover up anything, but as 
simpl~· as a child, with a heart open 
and undefiled, he has gone to his office, 
hrought all the ehecks in regard to his 
prirnte bank account, opened the doors 
of his office to his prnsecutors, opened 
his month and testified to all the evi
dence elicited in this case, his evidence 
which he has given, and upon which 
the'e elrnrgcs have been based, and 
which "'"' e\"i1le11C"e which he did not 
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ha.ve to give. Hold that in your minds, 
gentlemen of the House. 

Now, let us take up these first charges. 
Now, I know a.nd you know, tha.t it has 
been argued here that the fact that Mr. 
Robison since 1905 ha.s been an honest 
.nia.n; has kept the monies of the State 
faithfully. Mr. Allen said that that did 
not amount to a.nything here. But let 
me tell you, members of the House. It 
seems to me that I recall some pa.rt of 
the Holy Writ which sa.ys this: "Not 
by words of mouth, but by their fruits, 
ye shall know them." 

Judge Allen has had to concede in this 
case, that from the time your Land Com
missioner went into office, on down to 
the time of this controversy, that he 
handled a.11 your money and the money 
of your constituents, something like 
eighty-five millions of dolls.rs, without 
a public, without a scintilla. of a charge 
tha.t he has ever misappropriated one 
thin dime, Mr. Hines, and when we 
wanted to show that, then the a.stute 
attorney from Da.lla.s, seeing the effect 
it would have on this body, got up and 
conceded that for this great number of 
years he had handled tha.t office, that he 
had handled it in a faithful manner, that 
in the handling of these vast sums, he 
had ha.ndled it not only faithfully but 
perfectly. 

Gentlemen of the jury, in this case, if 
Robison be guilty, it goes to his char
acter. If you impeach him on these 
charges, it is a.n accusa.tion and you 
must add to that the blot that he is 
a bad man; tha.t he is a dishonest ma.n ; 
that he has deliberately and wilfully 
.acted wrong. 

Now, I want to submit to you, and 
don't you know, that character is some
thing that grows up early in life. It 
is seldom, very seldom, that a. man will 
go through life honest a.nd righteous, 
and then when his ha.ir turns gra.y a.nd 
he stands. on the edge of eternity, turns 
out to be a wrongdoer. I submit in a.ll 
candor a.nd frankness, that the fact, 
undisputed, that J. T. Robison, through 
an of these years has handled your 
money and your affairs perfectly, as 
counsel for the proponents have stated, 
that that is evidence of the fact that he 
has handled this one cent per acre fund 
without any defalcation or embezzle
ment. 

Now, mind you, in this case, this is 
a criminal prosecution, and a. criminal 
proceeding. The books all say tha.t. 
There is no need arguing that. He sta.uds 
in the shoes of a defendant, just like 
any kinky-headed nigger in the District 

Court of Travis county, gentlemen. You 
have charged him here with wrong do
ing-with embezzlement, high crimes 
and misdemea.nors, and we say tha.t 
under the la.w, and right, that it prop
erly places the burden of proof to estab
lish those things, beyond a. reasonable 
doubt, upon the proponents of this meas
ure. Now, have they done that? 

Briefly, I wish to consider this one 
cent per acre fund. There is no need to 
go over the entire deta.ils. You are per
fectly familiar with the law. That is, 
the law, when it was first enaoted, it 
provided tha.t the balance should go to 
the State Treasury after the payment of 
the entire expense of reappraisement. · 
Now, before that expense had been as
certained, before that expense had been 
ascertained, the law was changed. Mr. 
Robison did not do it, and the law, as 
changed, pro,•ided that the balance, if 
any, should go to the land owners who 
contributed it in the first place. Now, 
it is not only our opinion, or the opinion 
of counsel for the respondent, but as 
stated by Mr. Pope out there the other 
day, it is the opinion of sixteen of the 
ablest lawyers of the State, including 
one ex-member of the Commission of the 
Supreme Court, that it was a priva.te 
fund and his handling of it was not and 
is not an impeachable offense. 

Are you going to resolve a doubt in 
favor of the prosecution, or are you go
ing to resolve it as the law says you 
sha.ll resolve it, in favor of the re
spondent! 

Now, then, a grea.t deal has been sa.id 
here, la.dies and gentlemen, about the 
expense incurred by Mr. Robison-how 
he ha.ndled that fund. You listen a. mo
ment. Let's get down to practical mat
te~s. Here is Judge Freema.n. I want 
you to listen to this. This is a homely 
illustration. Here is Judge Freeman, a. 
lawyer of Sherma.n, Texas. His client 
comes in and says, Judge, I want you 
to go to Austin to represent me, o~ a 
matter of business. I want to pay your ex
penses, Judge. What will they be! The 
Judge says, I rea.lly do not know. Well, 
here is $150, Judge Freema.n, to pay 
your expenses-pay it out of that. A 
trust fund. Yes, sir. Judge Freeman, 
being busy, gathers up his brief case a.nd 
boards the interurban for Dallas. There 
he gets on the train, ea.ts his dinner on 
the dining car, he tips the porter, and 
having many things on his mind, does 
not scratch it down. He comes on down 
to Austin and pays his cab fare. All 
those are incidenta.l expenses, and fina.lly 
when he gets through with his work, he 
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returns home and finds that out of the 
one hundred and fifty dollars he has ten 
dollars and twenty cents left. What 
does he do in submitting hi. account 1 
He merely does what the ordinary man 
would do. He sits down and ,hows that 
he perhaps spent so much for transporta
tion, so murh for hotels, and so murh for 
incidentals. Under snrh conditions as 
that, would Judge Freeman's client be 
justified or warranted in saying, Judge 
Freeman. you are a defrauder, you are 
guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors, 
because vou cannot show an itemized 
arrount ;,f every expenditure that you 
made. 

Now, gentlemen. in this case, Mr. Rob
ison took the position, he took the posi
ticn that he would pay these expenses 
incident to this reappraisement, and 
thrn, when he had finished, there would 
bP a eertain amount of money in the 
bank, and that would properly go back 
to the landowner~. Ht-' did not <'OnstnH• 
that act, and we do not construe that 
aet, as making that a public fund, a 
trust fund. It was not the money of 
the State of Texa>, and could not, under 
the law. become any part of the public 
funds of this State, or as stated by one 
of the able~t and most unprejudiced at
torneys of Texas, and I quote almost 
literally his exact language, not just my 
language, nor J\lr. Smith's language, nor 
Mr. Moses' language, but the language 
of a disinterested, noble, patriotic law
yer, and he says that if the State of 
Texas had taken any part of this money, 
that the landowners could have sued 
and recovered it from the Land Com
missioner. 

You know, it was amusing to me, 
gentlemen of the House. when Judge 
Allen started in on the prosecution of 
this case, he started with great clamor 
and gusto when he was examining Mr. 
Redick while on the stand; how very 
essential it was for Mr. Redick, or the 
receiving clerk, not to get this money 
and put it in the State Treasury. Judge 
Allen soon found out that that would 
not work. Why? Because if the re
ceiving clerk had gotten that money and 
put it in the State Treasury, the Com
missioner of the General Land Office 
could not ha,·e drawn it out and paid 
these necessary expenses. 

Now, gentlemen of the jury; now, let's 
see. Jn this whole matter there has 
been an effort to run over and snoop and 
sniff around and get down in to some 
little nonsensical matter to pick out 
some isolated check, and say, Mr. Robi
son, what did you do this for. I submit, 

gentlemen of this House, and ladies, that 
if you are as faulty as I am in memory, 
that not a one of you here today can go 
liack to 1925 and say, when you are pre
<ented with a check that you had given 
at that time, and be able to tell just 
exactly what it was for. The burden of 
proof, ladies and gentlemen of the House, 
is on tbe proponents, and I demand the 
proof. Not only to show that books were 
not kept-there is no law that you can 
show that commanded Mr. Robison to 
keep books on that fund. You have got 
to show not only that no books were 
kept, but that the money was actually 
misappropriated. I say to you and I 
stand here now, asserting as a matter of 
law and right, that you ought not, by 
suspicion and the mere fact that it could 
have gone to something else besides the 
expenses incident to this reappraisement, 
bring a stain and stigm:t against an offi
eia I, who, up to this time, has stood well 
and high in the opinion of the people of 
this State. 

Let's see. I think it was Daniel Web
ster who said that "Crime is its own de
tector." You voted now to hear us, and 
I know that I am not an orator. I know 
that I am not fascinating, but I feel this 
thing deeply and I want your attention 
on these things. Mr_ Allen waves his 
arms and says thirty-two thousand ddl
lars, goubled up by the Commissioner. 
Thirty-two thousand dollars gobbled up 
hv the Commissioner. Gentlemen and 
ladies of the House, everybody that 
knows anything in Texas, knows of the 
frugality and saving disposition of the 
Land Commissioner. If he got that 
thirty-two thousand dollars, where is it 1 
Able investigators have plowed like 
moles around in the dirt to get evidence 
against the old gray-haired gentleman 
who sits there. Young men in the prime 
of life, with keen minds. He comes here 
with an open face and says what prop
erty he has. What did he say? "I have 
got a little home of 160 acres I bought 
years ago. There has been a lien against 
it here until recently." Chickens and 
eggs. 

Oh, gentlemen of the jury, the crook 
and the defaulter and the embezzler, is 
the man who wears diamonds, whose 
wife does not come into public pfaces 
dressed in black, whose wife does not 
come into places of this kind dressed in 
raiment of that kind, but you know, and 
I know, that that character of man, how
ever careful he is, makes a display of it. 

Mr. Allen, the able prosecutor from 
Dallas, and I wish he was here. I lis
tened to him with a great deal of inter-
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est. Mr. .Allen, you say he got thirty
-two thousand dollars. Where is it, Mr. 
Allen 7 Is it in bonds? Is it in lands 7 
Where on earth is it r And, gentlemen 
·Of the jury, at the very time this man 
had received sixty-eight thousand dol
lars. it was available to him, it was in 
his name as the J. T. Robison, Special, 
·account, yet what do we find? Why, gen
tlemen of the jury, this thing is enoug!1 
to anyone who knows facts as I know 
them, and as I know you know them, to 
really doubt in his own heart the per
manence of American institutions. We 
:find that this old man, after receiving 
that money, in. what condition? Taking 
his life insurance policy that he had for 
$5,000, paid up, which alone is enough 
to, perhaps, stay the wolf from the door 
of his good wife, who has stood by him 
·through all these years. Here is a man 
they say stole thirty-two thousand dol
lars, taking his life iµsurance policy and 
putting it up down here wi.th Sam 
Sparks. We find him again borrowing 
·One thousand dollars on another insur
.ance policy that he had in his posses
'sion. .A slave· to duty, baftled and buf
feted by the storms of life, serving the 
people of his State with an unprece
·dented and I defy anyone to show a bet
ter reeord. They come here now and 
insinuate and say that he got thirty-two 
-thousand dollars of that° money when he 
was mortgaged to the hilt. His life in
surance polieies, he had placed up as 
collateral for loans, and as a fitting cli
max, one of these gifts came and lifted 
the mortgage from his homestead. 
·Crookr Oh, listen, gentlemen. Did he 
say crook? Did he mean that seri
·Ously 7 Did he say defaulter? I hold 
·up to you this statement-that you do 
11ot see a man of that type going to his 

· creditors, and being willing, Brother 
·Chastain, to part with half of his home
stead-that he might pay his obliga
tions to his creditors. That is the kind 
·Of a man J. T. Robison; your Land Com
missioner, is. ·A man 67 years old with 
-$68,000 in his possession, who would do 
t~at when . his creditors were pressing 
him. He has a little home down here 
with chickens on it, but I will surrender 
_you 80 acres of this land of my home
stead to pay you folks. 

Oh, gentlemen, there are few circum
stances in this case that speak louder 
than words. I think it was Ralph Waldo 
Emerson who said when some person was 
talking to him: 

"Get a little further away· from my 
-ear. Your acts are so loud that they 
-drown out your words." 

I submit, gentlemen of the jury, that 
the acts of the Commissioner throughout 
the years, the fact that he is insolvent 
now, and we stand here and challenge 
the investigators, whoever they may be, 
to locate one piece of property. We 
stand here now and say that the physical 
facls in the case negative and sweep 
away the accusation that the Land Com
missioner, J. T. Robison, embezzled any 
part of that fund. 

Oh, Judge Allen would apply a very 
strict rule to Mr. Robison-a very strict 
rule, a rule that I say would cramp me 
and cramp you-a rule which, if gen
erally exacted under his definition, 
makes crooks out of us all. 

In concluding my remarks on that 
phase of the case, I wish to leave you 
this one summarized thought. Boiled 
down, it is this. Mr. Robison had this 
money to pay the expense of reapprais
ing the 6,800,000 acres of land. The 
balance was to go back to the land own
ers. It is not a question about book
keeping. It is a question of what he did, 
if he did that. If there remained any 
balance, and the rest of the money was 
spent for expenses incident to this re
appraisement, then, how can you say 
that he is guilty of high crimes and mis
demeanors? Mr. Allen spoke of the J. 
M. Robison one thousand dollar check 
that was given to him during the Com
missioner's illness. The Land Commis
sioner interpreted that as being an ex
pense incident to the reappraisement
eating that soggy food, I think if was at 
Marfa, or some place, brought on that 
trouble. He was stricken there. He used 
that money for that expense. Has West 
Texas complained 1 Now, gentlemen, 
listen. Has a person who contributed 
that fund raised his voice against a sin
gle expenditure? As Mr. Smith brought 
out, if you are going to indict and im
peach J. T. Robison for his handling of 
this fund, West Texas landowners, be
ing kind-hearted men, I say by that, that 
IV est Texas landowners being bound by 
that, you will, if you are consistent, in
dict the landowners of West Texas who 
contributed to that fund. 

Now, then, with reference to gifts. 
I will pass over that lightly. I am a 
partisan in this, it is true, but I have 
never yet learned to quibble with the 
truth for the sake of interest. There 
is nothing in the Constitution, Mr. Mc
Gill, that says a public offieer cannot 
accept gifts. There is nothing in the 
statutes. All right, is there anything in 
custom? Is there anything in custom 
and traditions? No. Since.this Govern-
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ment began, it has been a policy of the 
people of this country to reward faithful 
and honest officials. The Marquis de 
Lafayette, a Frenchman, but, thank God, 
a Frenchman who believed in America, 
who came over as a young man and gave 
his fortune and his life for the cause of 
the American colonies, when he came 
back to America, broken with age and 
the cares of a Jong life of fighting, fight· 
ing, fighting for liberty and justice, the 
American people rose up and presented 
him with a large amount of land in 
token of his services to this young na
tion. Years after, in the Republic of 
Texas. What did they do? A league 
or a lahor of land for public service ren· 
dered. Why, gentlemen of the House, 
this State did much in the past for those 
who had rendered a real public service. 
As ,tated before, Chief Justice Taft, of 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
- -now, listen, listen-Chief Justice 
Taft, who sits on the highest tribunal 
of the world, the most powerful court 
t.hi,; side of the gates of St. Peter, the 
man who has been President of this Re
public, the man who has been Secretary 
of vYar, the man who has graced the 
Federal bench with honor and distinc
tion for years, in this day, right now, 
the recipient of $10,000 per annum from 
the Carnegie fund-the Carnegie inter
ests. Thomas Jefferson, the Sage of 
l\Ionticello, when an old man, battered 
and torn and buffeted with the fights of 
his life, when he went back to his old 
home, it was mortgaged and he was 
bankrupt, some of his friends got out, 
ju,;t like Judge Halley did, and got up a 
fund and relieved his financial distress. 
Judge Freeman will say that he was not 
an official-that he was not a public 
official. 

Oh, gentlemen of the jury, convict the 
old Commissioner if you want to, but 
when you do that, you gentlemen on 
this jury will convict Thomas Jefferson. 
Com·ict the old man in his age, if you 
want to, but I say when you do, here 
and now you convict the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
8tates. It is a poor rule, a mighty 
poor rule that will not apply in all 
cases. 

It is an axiom of equity that every 
Jaw student knows about, it has been 
thundered down through the ages, that 
equality of law is one of the enduring 
princi pies of justice, and here you come 
now to stigmatize, and disgrace an offi
cer of Texas, one of the chief magistrates 
of the State, for doing a thing which 
the majority of your officers have done. 

Pardon the personal reference, but I 
had the good fortu!le myself, to sit in 
this Legislature, beginning in 1923. Just 
an overgrown boy from the country. 
Did not know very much, hut I had 
heard my father say a few things. My 
mother talked to me about principles 
'1f rig-ht and wrong. I have had my 
good friends Jake Wolters, Lynch David
son, Senator Quintus Watson and other 
men who were always interested in leg
islation, come to me and say that they 
wanted to talk to me about pending 
legislation. I did not draw into my 
shell just simply because they repre· 
sented some interests that had legisla
tion pending affecting them. I have 
gone to the Driskill and Austin Hotels 
with them, and supped with them. I 
ha ''e gotten their views on these mat
ters. While I lived at Texarkana I re
ceind all kinds of gifts; grape fruit 
from the Rio Grande and from the Val
ley. They came to me from those sec
tions, and I would do it again and think 
nothing of it, but I am here to tell you 
110w, that when your government com· 
mcnces this snooping around, this snip
ping and sneaking around and prying 
into things of this kind, stirring up these 
im·estigations in every section, impeach
ing this man and that man in public 
office, God knows the time has come 
when this government will be no more 
secure than the Mexican government, 
and not as secure as the social aris
tocracy of Russia. You keep this thing 
up, mark my words! A time will come 
when no able, honest man will aspire 
to high public office, because in the busi
ness of politics there will come incidents 
in legislation that will seek to throw 
him out of office in disgrace. 

Gentlemen, in the matter of gifts, it 
has been shown in this case, that that 
man who sits there at that table had 
accepted the gifts, Mr. Hopkins, and 
had they shown that he did that for a 
valuable consideration coming to him 
from those people whom he had rendered 
a service for, I would say to him to leave 
that table and walk out. That they 
have not done. But to show the ex
tremes to which they have gone, the 
extremes to which they have had to go 
in this case, Mr. Allen has shed this lit
tle light on that. Oh, yes, Mr. West 
gave him that 80 acres of land when 
he had been doing a service for him. 
When Mr. Robison testified that every
thing that was done for Mr. West was 
a mandatory act that the kinky·headest 
nigger in Texas could have mandamused 
him and forced him to perform. Yet 
this astute employed prosecutor from 
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Dallas, demands the blood of this re
spondent because of the West gift. If 
that is not the record in this case of 
that matter, I not only beg, but I invite, 
I challenge correction. 

Gentlemen, the weakness of this case 
is revealed in the crudeness of the ac
cusations; it is a serious thing. Now 
listen, it is a serious thing, to make 
accusations of this kind. You know that 
it is. And yet there was :filed, there 
was filed here and sworn to by a mem
ber, Mr. McGill, the accusation, I ask 
you if this is not the fact, that this 
Land Commissioner took public funds 
and for private use paid them over to 
the Barker Motor Company. A crime, a 
high crime and a misdemeanor. What 
did we show really happened about that? 
The charges were so wholesale that we 
would have had to have Ernst & Ernst 
and everybody else in this country to 
have gone out and 109ked up all of these 
matters. What do the facts show? The 
automobile that the frugal Commission
er, that your Commissioner here, if you 
please, bought was a little Ford car, 
which he purchased to use in that re
appraisement work and in order to save 
expense incident to that reappraisement. 

Gentlemen, was that an honest, was 
that a warranted charge? That was a 
sworn charge here in this case. Now I 
want to ask each one of you in this 
assemblage, does not it seem to you 
that resorting to things like that, I say 
that in making that accusation, that it 
could have been learned by the propo
nents that tha,t was the automobile which 
was purchased by Commissioner Robison 
to make these trips in. That shows by 
way of example in extraordinary clear
ness the wanton disregard of the facts 
that would have been ascertained. 
In presenting these charges, the re· 
sourceful Judge .Allen had to get 
up and say that we have with· 
drawn from that. We have withdrawn. 
Gentlemen, it is a pretty come-off when 
a prosecutor with a sworn affidavit as 
the basis of his accusations, rises before 
this Committee and says that we have 
-we just have to withdraw from those 
charges. 

Now, passing hurriedly from the ques
tion of gifts. Those other gifts were all 
of similar nature. Mr. Allen says that 
no one has ever given him anything ex
cept for value received. Well, I am not 
a particularly popular person, but I 
have received numbers of gifts. I had 
a case one time, when I was consider· 
ably younger, a good many years ago, 

.and I had the good fortune to win that 
case for my client. He came to my 

office and asked me what he owed me. 
I said five hundred dol!ars. And God 
knows that looked like a cool million to 
me at that time. He said to me then, 
Lloyd, you are just -starting to practice 
law, and you are going to have to learn 
how to charge and he wrote a check for 
me for $500.00. 

Gentlemen of the jury, there was a 
time in my life when I believed very 
much in men. But as I grew older, and 
got away from the passion and prej
udices of life, the more I came to un
derstand that there are yet noble traits 
of character in human breasts-thou
sands who are indeed, ready to besto~ 
where they have not received any con
sideration, and I say that it is a stigma, 
it is an unwarranted accusation against 
these people who gave these gifts to ac
cuse them of endeavoring to buy off the 
Land Commissioner. 

Passing up the question of gifts, that 
will be covered by Judge Moses, I want 
to go to the things which unfortunately 
I have been brought in on. In fact~ 
sometimes I doubted whether I was be
ing tried, or my good friend, Commis
sioner Robison. Yes, sir, I was prac
ticing law over at Fort WIOrth, trying· 
to make a living. These clients of mine 
came to me and said that this law ex
isted and they would like to bid on this. 
land, but they stated that they did not 
understand the nature of the law. They 
employed me to look into it for them, 
and they employed me to come to Aus
tin and I conferred with the Land Com
missioner and filed that written demand 
about which there has been so much 
talk. I :filed the written demand for 
the sale of those lands. There is no 
need of going into the details. But Mr. 
Robison was not doing anything there 
for me that he would not have done 
for anybody else in this assemblage. 
He did only what was right, because it 
was a mandatory law, and my clients, as 
a matter of law, had the right to de
mand it, and they did in writing. It 
so happened that my request was the
only written, filed request delivered t() 
'he Land Commissioner. I will say this 
in passing. That there was no more 
1vrongdoing in that transaction than in 
vou filing a request for an automobile
license. If he had refused to comply 
with the written demand, we could have· 
gone to the courts and by mandamus 
forced him to do the thing which he-
1villingly did without that necessity, and 
he was a good enough lawyer at the
time to know it. It was the mere carry
ing out of a mandatory order of the 
law. Now the land was offered, and t() 
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be brief about this, let me have your 
attention for just a few moments; I 
cra\·e your attention and ask for your 
patience. This who!~ imp<·nchme11t case, 
hear me, this entire proceeding issues 
out of, emanates from, wns created by 
and grows out of that land lease sale. 
The one cent per acre fund would never 
11ave been heard of in this Legislature 
if it had not been for that controversy. 
As stated het·e at previous times, cer
tain oil companies did not want these 
lands sold. Now listen. It has been 
insinuated that I nw:tnt to impute some· 
one's moti\"es by that. That is not true. 
I like to be serene and calm, but when 
I am attacked, the only thing I know, 
the only rule in my code of morals is 
to strike back and as hard as I can. I 
have been buffeted and torn and knocked 
down and dragged out, but never yet 
have I seen the color of any man's eye, 
who could accuse me wrongfuly and not 
resent it. Now, then, there was no 
wrongdoing on my part by the making 
of that demand. There is no accusation 
in the petition of the proponents of this 
measure that there was any collusion. 
There was not a word about that. Now, 
then, I stated that the oil companies 
did not want these sales made. I still 
say it. Not that they did wrong. Gen
eral Jake Wolters had the right to do it. 
There is no more patriotic man in this 
State than General ·Jacob Wolters. 
These oil companies did not want the 
~il to come on the market. There would 
be an O\'erproduction and there would 
be a corresponding overproduction in 
gasoline and a consequent reduction in 
the price of gasoline and the by-products 
of oil. 

And :vou know Judge Batts. A mem
ber of the Board of Regents of the Uni
versity of Texas. An able and honest 
lawyer. I just want to give you the 
facts. I will say this, in that connec
tion. That it has been absolutely neces· 
sary for us in this defense to show not 
only that the Board of Regents as such, 
were behind this movement to stop this 
sale, but there were other interests as 
well which gave us, which gave it mo
mentum. Now, if that be treason, make 
the most of it. I will say this, too. 
That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office has sworn here, when he has 
been charged with high crimes and mis
demeanors, about this difference between 
ltim and the Governor and the Attorney 
General's Department. He has sworn 
here that the Governor, Judge Batts and 
the Attorney General both told him that 
that was not the law. Judge Batts de-

nies that. You heard the testimony 
they gav<'. 

Oh, gentlemen of the jury, what have 
we here! We have a prosecution that 
would stain and disgrace the Commis
sioner for what! For refusing to post
pone the sale of those lands for which 
he had a written demand. For doing 
what! For following a duty, Judge 
Chastain, as a lawyer and as he should 
have done under his constitutional oath. 
Law or no law, gentlemen, I want, I want 
that voice to ring through your ears. 
Robison, we know you have been up
held by the Supreme Court time and 
time again, but here we stand, we big 
men, as a super-government. We know 
more about this than the law. It is 
true that there is some doubt about it. 
Probably you are right; it will be ir· 
regular for you to postpone that sale, 
hut law or no law, go ahead and do 
what we want you to do. Not what the 
law says. Gentlemen of the jury, I 
stand here as an humble, merely as an 
humble citizen, and a practicing attor
ney of the bar of this State, and that is 
all-trying to do my duty as I see it. 
I have never sat in the councils of the 
mighty, I have never been a member 
of Woodrow Wilson's Cabinet, I have 
never been an Assistant Attorney Gen
eral of the United States of America, 
or on the Federal bench, but I say that 
the doctrine announced here from that 
witness stand, by the able and learned 
judge, that when he thinks it necessary 
he will violate the law, is a dangerous 
thing. If we have any stability in this 
country, if we have any stability in this 
country, Judge McGill, it is this, that 
public officials, that public officials in 
the face of clamor and partisanship, will 
not go break the law and the Constitu
tion and fail to follow it, though the 
heavens fall, and that old patriot there, 
who sits there now, who has stood and 
battled through the years, who has 
fought those battles through the years, 
takes the position that he would fol
low the Supreme Court and not the ad
vice of anyone else whatsoever, though 
they claim they know the law. 

Now then, you are called on to indict 
the accused; to impeach this Land Com· 
missioner, for refusing to do a thing 
that was demanded of him by law, in 
the language of the Supreme Court. 

Gentlemen of the House, this thought. 
Now listen! Every act and contention 
of that sale that was performed by the 
Land Commissioner has been upheld by 
the district court, Mr. Storey. Every
thing that he did, which the Governor 
and the Attorney General and Judge 
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:Batts objected to, has been upheld after 
full investigation by Judge J. D. Moore 
here in .Austin, whom I understand, at
tended the University of Texas, if I am 
not mistaken. The matter has gone to 
the Supreme Court and is now pending 
there. This very case. Now, would not 
this be a great thing for the State of 
Texas, for you to find here that that act 
of the Commissioner of your General 
Land Office was a high crime and mis
demeanor, let it go down on the pages 
here, which warranted charges of im
peachment, and send this old gray-haired 
patri<it to the bar of the Senate for im
peachment! The House and the Senate 
are the one and only courts. There is 
no appeal from their decision this side 
of the pearly gates that can ever cor
rect the error that might be committed 
here, or that the Senate might commit 
were it sent to it. In matters of im
peachment, you sit as. judges of the 
facts, judges of the law; and are your 
own appellate court. Here is what you 
will have. If you believe in fair play, 
if you indict this man, and send this 
good man to the bar of the Senate ·to 
be convicted on a •thing like that, and 
afterwards in October, the Supreme 
Court, as it more than likely will, up
holds in every instance Mr. Robison in 
his position, you would then have this 
remarkable situation. Here is a man, 
persecuted, stigmatized and disgraced 
by a judgment from which there is no 
appeal, and then, after the Supreme 
Court, sitting up there calm and dispas
sionate, handed down this judgment that 
he committed no wrong. The fact that 
it is doubtful in the courts as to the 
nature of his acts is an irrefutable argu
ment that you ought not to be swept 
off of your feet by passion, prejudice or 
emotion, and lunge forward unthought
edly bestow a thrust, cut to the heart 
of this Land Commissioner when he 
had done no wrong on earth, and then 
there is no remedy on earth for the 
wrong done. 

Now, gentlemen of the jury, in con
elusion, we have endeavored in our feeble 
way, as best as possible under the cir
eumstances, to develop this case. We 
have done what we could to develop 
this case from the respondent's stand
point. We have appreciated your pa
tience and your attention, and I want 
to say this in conclusion and to sum· 
·marize. Here is what you have got. 
You have got the one cent fund; gifts; 
University controversy. That is all that 
you have got ip. this case. What does 
the law say! That a charge to be sus
tained had to involve moral turpitude. 

We submit that the evidence wholly 
fails to show that character of offense. 
We submit to you here, that Mr. Robi
son, the Land Commissioner, bowed 
down by years, wrinkled and gray, in 
your service and in my service, a man 
who through the years has been faith
ful to every trust, a man whom the 
sovereign voters have eleven times 
called to the office of Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, one of the high
est offices in this State. Here he is! 
Torn, bruised, persecuted, accused in his 
tottering age. Gentlemen of the House, 
is that the reward for faithful public 
service? Is that the reward for faith
ful public service in this State? If you. 
are going to disregard all that, and say 
that there was irregular bookkeeping, 
the taking of little gifts. Yes, Mr. Robi
son, we know what you have done. We 
know the service that you have per
formed, we know that like a true Roman 
of old, you have gone out and farmed, 
and you and your wife have toiled and 
saved and supplemented the family in
come which you get from the State, but 
regardless of that, regardless of all of 
that, on these charges we are going at 
one fell stroke, strike down, besmil·ch 
and bestain that reputation for recti
tude and righteous conduct that you 
have builded up through all of these 
years, why my friends, ladies and gentle
men of this Committee, you ought not, 
you ought not to impeach that old vet
eran, but the rather, but the rather, you 
should, as the people's representatives 
of this State, it would be more in keep
ing, if you should as the representatives 
of the people of this great State of Tex
as, and you would be supported by the 
majority of the people of this great 
Lone Star State, if you would bring this 
old veteran officeholder to ·this rostrum 
and bestow on him an everlasting token 
of your appreciation of his service, and 
instead of hanging on him a cross of 
crucifixion, you should hang on him the 
laurels which at one .time was instituted 
even by the Romans who placed wreaths 
on the brows of their conquering gen
erals. The story is told that in .Athens 
at one time, Aeschines the Just was be
ing impeached. .A voter came to the 
box and wrote his name on an oyster 
shell. A citizen asked why are you vot
ing to banish .Aeschines? He says, well, 
[ am sick and tired of hearing .Aeschines 
called the just. Gentlemen, in con
clusion, hear me in this final word. 
You may, I do not think so, you may 
stain and besmirch the old gentleman, 
you may acquit him, you may indict 
him, you may impeach him, and in his 
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tottering years ~·on may crnsh the 
woman he married by this accusation, 
lmt I say here to you now, '"' I said in 
the opening of tliis feeble a<ldrcss, either 
you stain him, you Lesmir{'h his writ~ 
ten record, you indict, and yon impeach 
hi1n, you an~ going to l'rush and mangle 
one of the pnn•st. one of the whitest, 
one of the most honest men that God 
ever moldt•d for th<• hrnrfaction of this 
!'ommonwealth. 

:\Ir. Finl:n·: :llr. f'pcakcr. 
Tln~ ~JH•aki·r: 

~l"C11l10L"h. 
The gentleman from 

\Ir. Finl:n-: moYe the call of the 
H"'"" u11ti

0

l l\Ir. l\Ioses is through 
!--fit.•aking- a111l until G ::JO. 

Thr t-:1><•aker: Is the call seconded? 
,\ :llPml1<'r: ''Yea."' 
Tl1!' Speak<'r: The <'all is seconded. 
I Tl11· motion of Mr. Fi11lay pre-

' ailt-<l. I 
A :lkmber: :lfr. Chairman, if we hH·e 

to Ii,• lu•re nnder call, I moye that the 
C'liairman haYe the SC'rgrant-at-Anns 
<·all in all the memhers in the citv 
wl1n an_-. not sick. .. 

(ThP motion preYailerl. and the 
f'1waker so instructed the Sergeant-at
A rm<.\ 

\Ir. :lfoses: 11Ir. Chairman and Gen
tl•·men of th•• Committee-I listened 
with mnd1 interest this morning to the 
wry powerful address of the leading 
c·ouns<'l for the proserution. \Yhatever 
mi'!l1t haw hcen his status here to yes
tl~rda,· aftPrnoon. no man and no woman 
in tl;is House has any doul>t about 
"·h:it it has heen today. It was a pow
erful argument, a dangerous argu-
111Pnt-if unanswered. I am not vain 
enough to hope to b<' able to entirely 
answer it; nor an1 I vain enough to 
hope to condnce any member of this 
House, if there he such, who made up 
hi>' mind before the introduction of tes
timon~- that l\Ir. Rohison was guilty, 
a »d who prejudged this case in advance 
of hearing th~ tesfimony. I hope I 
may have the attention of those who 
are' of open mind. 

I was in1pressed, as you were, with 
the appeal• made by my friend, Bob 
Allen, to Deity. He is a better man 
t.hnn I am; lmt, with my exception, I 
don't know anv lawver in North Texas 
who needs th~ aid 'of Deity any more 
than Bob Allen. It has neYer been my 
good fortune to he a communicant. I 
don't have the honor to belong to the 
church. But I have that reverence that 
I think I should have, inherited from a 
:Methodist mother and a Baptist father, 
who were members of those respective 

churches each for more than half a 
century. 

To my mind, this has been the most 
unfair prosecution, so far as ~Ir. Allen 
is concerned, I have ever known. It 
may he that my partisanship is so 
great-and I admit that I am a parti
san-that I cannot accurately judge 
these mattPrs. But I submit to vou 
that from the time this investigation 
started until dosed, we were clamoring 
all the time for the fullest investi<Ya
tion and mos! thorough developm~nt 
of the facts. 

My friend. Grady Woodruff, living a 
short distance from the city in which I 
live. a llcged under oath that Commis
sioner Robison "·as guilty of embezzling 
public funds-charged it in many par
tieulars. That is a serious matter. And 
ll'hen we sought to get opinion from 
<listinguished lawyers, that were in 
conflict with l\Ir. \Voodruff, we were met 
with an ohjection from l\Ir. Allen. He 
told you this morning that he did not 
care a continental whether they were 
public funds or private funds. I be
li(•,·e the memhPrship of this House 
ha Ye some roneern in that regard, 
speciall~· as to the returned checks that 
came into l\Ir. Robison's hands in the 
fall and winter of last year, if they 
were prirnte funds, then this Legisla

. ture-if you will pardon me in saying 
>O,-ought not to have any concern about 
it, lo<•causp it woulcl not he the embezzle
ment of public funds; the only people 
who could complain about it would be 
those men, if there be any, who were 
foreed or coerced into making those 
gifts. Now, if they were private funds, 
they had a right to do with those checks 
as they chose, and the acceptance of 
them, at best, if you say it is inspired 
criticism. would be only an impropri
ety. Perhaps it was an impropriety. I 
don't believe it was. But it is not a 
rrime-and that is what the members 
of this House of Representatives are 
most deeply concerned about. 

Another thing. another evidence of 
the unfairness of ll!r. Allen. We 
brought here from different portions of 
this State manv of the men who made 
these gifts and bestowed these gratui
ties. We sought to elicit from Judge 
Kinder, an ex-district attorney and an 
ex-district judge, a lawyer of distinc
tion in the northwestern portion of this 
State, the general reputation of J. T. 
Robison, and objection after objection 
was hurled by Mr. Allen to the law offi
cer of this Committee. Finally, when 
they were met with the ruling of Judge 
Sinks, saying we had the right to pro>Ve 
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his general reputation,-and the gen
eral reputation of a State officer was 
co-extensive with the entire State-in 
order to avoid the effe<lt of the tone of 
voice of those men, whom he knew 
would have testified with aU the fervor 
and all the sincerity possible, that J. 
T. Robison's general reputation for 
honesty and integrity was good, they 
admitted it-that his general reputa
tion was good. Now, it might be a 
little thing to Mr. Allen, it might be a 
matter of no consequence to Mr. Free
man, but when we sought to show, if 
we could; that this man and his aged 
wife had reared eighteen orphan chil
dren, we were met with another objec
tion. I am not criticizing the ruling 
of Judge Sinks, but, you know, there is 
a human side to this; and, thank God, 
there is a human side to me. 

Here is a man charged under oath by 
Mr. Woodruff with embezzlement in 
some fifteen or sixteen counts-the em
bezzlement of public funds; and Mr. 
Allen tells you that if he was district 
attorney of Travis county, or of Bexar 
county, he would have him indicted for 
embezzlement and would send him to 
the penitentiary. Mr. Allen may not 
know the citizenship and the heart and 
conscience of the citizenship of Travis 
county, as, thank God, I have known 
it since 1891. Mr. Allen, as district 
attorney, could indict nobody, and cer
tainly not in Travis county, unless ad
equate· proof was brought before the 
grand jury to convince at least nine 
members that my client and my friend 
was guilty of a violation of the statute. 

I want to read to you, and then pass 
on, because you are weary and have 
other things to do. You have the Jaw 
books on many of these desks. I will 
call your attention to Article 86 of the 
Penal Code, misapplication of public 
funds: 

"If any officer of the government who 
is by Jaw a receiver or depository of 
public funds, or any clerk or· other offi
cer employed about the office of such 
officer,. shall fraudulently take"-that 
means something to the grand jurors 
in Travis county, that would mean some
thing to a petit jury if the grand jury 
should find an indictment-"fraud
ulently take, misapply or convert to his 
own use any part of such public money 
or secrete the same with the intent to 
take, misapply or convert it to his own 
use, or shall pay or deliver the same to 
any person knowing that he is not en
titled to receive it, he shall be confined 
in. the penitentiary for not less than two 
nor more than ten years." 

That statute was enacted in 1858. 
Now, then, let us turn again to Article 

1534, on page 340, in this official book: 
"If any officer, agent, clerk, employe, 

or attorney at law or in fact of any in
corporated company or institution, or 
any clerk, agent, attorney at law or in 
fact, servant or employe of any private 
person, co-partnership, or joint stock as
sociation, or any consi1 ;nee or bailee of 
money or property, shall embezzle, fraud
ulently misapply or convert to his own 
use"-get the word "fraudulently"
"without the consent of his principal or 
employer, any money or property of such 
principal or employer which may have 
come into his possession or be under his 
care by virtue of such office, agency or 
employment, he shall be punished in the 
same manner as if he had committed a 
theft of such money or property." 

I don't profess to be a profound law- · 
yer, but I have had some experience in 
the courts-six years as county attor
ney, more than thirteen years as district 
attorney-and I submit to any lawyer of 
this House, and I submit to the other 
members of this House who have served 
on juries in their respective communi
ties, that you would not convict a f!at
headed negro of the crime of embezzle
ment unless his guilt had been estab
lished beyond a reasonable doubt and you 
believed that the act had been fraud
ulently done; and the district judge 
would charge you that that was the 
law. 

Now, so much for that character of 
argument made by Mr. Allen. 

Now, let us look at the proof. Let us 
see if there was any fraudulent intent 
on the part of Jim Robison. Why, they 
say this thousand dollars over there that 
he gave to his son,-you know I have 
three boys. Somehow, I just wished 
that boy belonged to me as he sat here 
and testified. Not one penny did he use 
for his own use. He paid his own ex
penses to Del Rio, to San Antonio, and 
on back to Houston-paid it in an effort 
to save his daddy's life. 

Now, it happens that I haven't very 
much of this world's goods, but I want 
to say this to you-some of you know 
these boys of mine. They would spend 
a thousand dollars or ten thousand dol
lars, in spite of all the gates of hell, if 
they thought it was necessary to save 
their daddy's life, when his sickness was 
occasioned in the performance of acts 
that the statutes and the Legislature of 
this State had imposed upon him. 

What next? Why, he drew another 
check for a thousand dollars-in Septem
ber-in October-in October, 1925, and 
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didn't leave town for a few days to go 
out \Vest. Now, the Commissioner 
might be mistaken about the exact day 
Whl'n he started west, hut let us go on 
a little further. You know there were 
a lot of whisperings around this city 
when you met he1·e in .January. You 
beard them. Vnfortunately, there was a 
lot of whispers O\'el' Texas. One of 
them was a cruel slander of my friend. 
:My friends, did yon hear it? That was 
that he was a dope firnd. There is not 
a member of this House who has not 
heard that. 

What elsl'? You know the evil rumors 
that ha,·e been whispered at low breath, 
emanating from some men living here 
in the city of Austin who couldn't use 
Jim Hohison and that Land Office for 
their own selfish use and purposes. But 
when the sunlight of truth was thrown 
upon them, they faded. Let me tell you 
one of them, and which is what the 
Governor of this State said to Jim Robi
son, and that was the issuance of the 
Fred Turner patent on an alleged va
cancy out here between the Menard 
Ran~h and the Yeates Ranch in Pecos, 
a land transal'tion with Jack Cowden. 
I don't know Mr. Turner, but I know 
Jack Cowden. And when your Commit· 
tee, presided over by your h011orable col
league, looked into the rumors and the 
facts, they declined the invitation of 
Mr. Turner to go into them. They fell 
of their own weight. 

Now, of course, I wasn't there when 
this conversation took place between the 
Governor and the Land Commissioner; 
but he was very insistent upon the Land 
Commissioner's doing something that the 
Land Commissioner thought would be in 
violation of the law. I don't know 
whether the Governor threatened him 
with an investigation of the Fred Turner 
patent or the Jack Cowden transaction. 
I do know this, that in this proceeding 
not one word was said about it, and the 
former committee declined to go into it 
after they had investigated it. 

Now, what next 1 Just imagine, Mr. 
Allen, now, is making his closing argu
ment to twelve men on a petit jury, 
prosecuting Jim Robison for the crime 
of embezzlement in drawing out of the 
bank certain money which be used in an 
effort to save his life, and other money 
that he might have used for the same 
purposes, not directly connected with the 
reappraisement of these lands. How 
would he explain to you, gentlemen of 
the jury? Assume, now, that you are 
twelve men passing upon his guilt in 
that case; when, at the request of Mr. 
Minor-a request that I remember now 

I 

was put in writing, and then later a 
verbal request-this man turned over to 
that committee the evidences of his guilt. 
Gentlemen, I have seen a good many 
crooked men in my life; I have seen 
some of them go to the penitentiary in 
the courts where I had the honor to be 
district attorney, but I never knew be
fore of a crook's voluntarily turning 
over to the district attorney and to the 
grand jury irrefutable evidence of bis 
crookedness and of bis guilt. 

If you don't believe what I say as to 
the law, that in order to constitute em
bezzlement there must be a fraudulent 
intent, pick out in this House among 
your colleagues-there are many able 
lawyers here, men whose ability-and I 
don't say it in a spirit of flattery-men 
whose legal ability exceeds mine--ask 
them if I am correct. That was only a 
piece of carelessness, which, perhaps, he 
ought not to have done; bµt, in the name 
of high heaven, it ought not to be enough 
to send him down in sorrow and in dis· 
grace to his grave. 

Mr. Allen says that the people of 
Texas are looking to your actions today 
in this matter. I have lived as boy and 
man ip the range portions of the State. 
and in the sections of the wor Id in 
which I have resided I know many men. 
We brought many of those men down 
here, expecting and hoping to use them 
as witnesses to the good character of 
J. T. Robison and for other purposes. 
Let me tell you what a lot of them said 
when they went home: "Dayton, wire 
me as soon as the House of Representa
tives acts, and wire me collect." You 
can cross this river to the west of us, 
on whose water I was born and reared, 
and you go from here to El Paso, and 
you can take the poll list of every 
connt.y. commencing with Blanco, Llano 
and Burnet, and go west, and get a 
consolidated poll list out of the first 
hundred men, and every county after 
that, after having beard the evidence 
adduced on this trial, as they have read 
it, they will tell you that in their judg
ment Jim Robison is an honest man. 

If you will pardon me for making 
this personal reference, a suggestion 
was imparted to me the other day that 
some of the members of the House 
wanted to know what oil companies his 
lawyers represented. I never repre
sented one in my life. I was one of the 
attorneys who sued one of them; and 
my friend, John Townes, I think, has 
a distinct recollection of the payment of 
a considerable sum of money to the cli
ents whom I, in part, helped to repre-
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sent. I am representing Jim Robison, 
and, if you will pardon me for seeming 

. to testify, because I have that faith and 
confidence in him that that host of men 
whom you saw in this gallery, and in 
those galleries there, and around the 
hotel lobbies in the early part of this 
investigation, have in .his hOnesty and 
his integrity. '!'hey knew that I was 
representing him without fee. I don't 
claim to be better than other people. 
There is no halo around my head, as, I 
thought, I could alpiost see around Bob's 
this morning. But friendship means 
something to me, and when your friends 
are in trouble and you can help them, 
thank God, I am one of the thousands 
in Texas who will go to their assistance 
and their relief. 

Talk about this man being crooked! 
.Ab., those were cruel words by Mr. Al
len this morning. In a conference, after 
the Van Zandt resolution was adopted, 
with Senator Price and Mr. Smith and 
myself, the Commissioner said to us, 
"Gentlemen, I must go home. We have 
no help out there right now. Mrs. Robi
son is sick, and I must go home and 
milk." Oh, it may be a little thing, 
ladies and gentlemen of the House. But 
the school of experience in which I was 
taught, the school of experience in which 
I was raised on the cattle range on the 
Little Wichita and the Big Wichita riv
ers when I '~as a boy, taught me that a 
man who had embezzled at one time 
$32,000, at another time twenty odd 
thousand doliars, out of this fund, would 
have some of it left. Now, use your 
heads, If you don't do it, use your 
hearts. That man has lived in this city 
sin<le 1895. He is not a drinking man, 
he doesn't gamble, he doesn't have many 
of the indiscretions that unfortunately I 
may have--and perhaps that none of 
you possess. (Laughter.) What did he 
do with this money? I think I am war
ranted in saying he is a moral man. 
What did he do with this money if he 
embezzled it? Let me say this to the 
younger members of this House: With 
life before you, with your ambitions that 
you hope to attain and accomplish, the 
greatest tragedy in life is old age. And 
if you live long enough it will come to 
you. So far as I know, and· I am older 
than many of you, I am in possession of 
what faculties I have ever had; but the 
time will come to me, as I have seen it 
come to so many old people, when their 
eyes get dim, when their brains get· slug
gish, Jim Robison is sixty-eight. He 
has not the physique that Nature has 
endowed me with; he has not the con-

stitution that I have. In this House of 
Representatives, in the old Capitol, my 
father served as a member of the Legis
lature-in 1876-he served again in 
1889. There are men in this House who 
know that for sixty years or more he 
had the most remarkable and the most 
marvelous memory you ever knew. In 
that beautiful and sacred work in the 
Masonic body, he had no superior up to 
within two years of his death. And yet, 
his body became tired; his, to my mind, 
wonderful brain became tired. He be
came careless about some things. And 
as sure as the night follows the day, if 
you live, Grady, it will come to you. 

Nobody knows better than lawyers of. 
considerable practice and experience-
and as a country lawyer of twenty years' 
experience in the practice of law at Bur
net, I had my share of those, as you 
have--that guardians, executors, get 
careless. But, thank God, they don't try 
to crucify them and brand them as em
bezzlers, brand them as crooks, as it is 
thought by the distinguished counsel 
representing the prosecution should hap
pen in this case. I try to tell the truth. 
I am reasonably truthful, I think, and 
J am reasonably candid. I can look 
back over the transactions of this sick 
man-and he is a sick man now-since 
1925; I would say, "Jim, you ought to 
have kept an accurate record of these 
matters." Have you always done that 
yourselves? I might have said, "Jim, 
I don't think it is wrong to accept an 
occasional gift, because I have done it 
myself while I was a public officer." An·d 
I am about the age of Bob Allen, and he 
is the only lawyer living in Texas today 
who subscribes to the doctrine that he 
announced here on this platform here 
today. Now, Bob might not have any of 
the vices I have; but if he were a drink
ing man--and about which I don't know 
and don't accuse him-of course, if Bob 
was district attorney of Dallas he 
wouldn't let anybody give him a drink. 

Mr. Forbes of Parker: Ought not to. 
Mr. Moses: Brother Forbes says he 

ought not to, and I am quite sure that 
Brother l<'orbes doesn't do that. I won
der if a majority of the men members of 
this House can subscribe to and say the 
same thing. 

Now, let me tell you something more. 
I am trying to talk to you on a level 
with your eyebrows. You know, there 
were just two perfect men that ever 
lived. I am one of them and the other 
thev crucified in Jerusalem, nineteen 
hu,;,dred and twenty-nine years ago. Be
fore that man was crucified, he was on 
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the soashore one day. An unfortunate 
woman rame along. Now, let me make 
the application-I hope Brother Forbes 
has preached from that at times in his 
life-let me make the application as we 
go along. Sixteen of the best lawyers, 
who are as good as there are in Texas, 
say that was a prin1te fund. They 
disagree with :\Ir. Woodruff. Then. if 
Jim was using too much of that money, 
it was their mnnev; and I make th is 
observation, that in my opinion there 
was not a member of this Legislature 
who has hacl a letter, a telegram, or a 
telephone «all from an~· man or any 
woman who eontrihutetl to that one rent 
1wr arre fund who ever made any com
plaint to you. !:'ome Pharisees, I might 
get it mixed. Brother Forbes, but I will 
call them Pharisees-told our Savior He 
wa' ~uiH v of an offense for which He 
,]1011it1 h~ stoned to death. And He 
wrote her sin, in the sand. He said: 
"Let him who is without sin east the 
fir~t sto11e." 

.i\Ir. For hes: That is right. 
Mr. )loses: "And where art thy ac

cusers?" \Vhen the men and the women 
of \\°<•st Texas who haw the same kind 
of confideMe in Jim Robison that I have 
in him are not complaining about this 
matter, in the name of God and liigh 
heaven, why are you taking up so much 
of the time of this Hom•e, when the peo
ple think you ought to be enacting some 
kind of legislation 1 I am a partisan, 
ancl if I hurt any of your feelings, re
member I am not doing it maliciously. 
I see men here--because I know that 
\\'ei't, I know the hearts of those people, 
because I ha,·e !incl among them all my 
life. Born on a stock farm, lived practi
cally all the time in the range district, 
worked as a cow puncher up around Ar
cher City and \Vichita Falls, represented 
them as their attorney sinre 1916, I 
know the sorrow, I know the distress 
with which they were confronted in 
192f>. Bankrupt~y everywhere. In the 
cemetery at Pet'oS lil' the bodies of two 
of my good olcl friends. They were rich 
one time. W. D. Cowan, Bill Richard
so11. Henrv \\"ebb knew them. They diet! 
broke. n;e cemetery of broke c~wmen 
was larger than that in Flanders Field. 
The price of cattle went up, commenced 
11oing np in Hl26. Sitting in these gal
leries were men who would have loved to 
ha1·e testified to the fact that Jim Robi
son is an honest man; they were many 
of my friends, who have comfortable 
homes, who would have been broke if ·it 
had not been for the leniency that man 
showed in refraining from forfeiting 

their sc110ol lands even long before the 
Act of 1925 was enacted. Do you won
der that they love him? 

What else did he do? Ah, it means 
nothing! The Legislature passed the 
relinquishment act. The Attorney Gen
eral's Department tried to establish 
that it was unconstitutional, and fought 
it in the courts, and if the Attorney Gen
era rs Department of Texas had been 
rncressful, aiding other citizens to bust 
up that which the Legislature had en
acted, certain citizens now living in Aus
tin had files that wt>uld have become 
attached to that soil, that would have 
taken up enry patent of the oil fields 
in Texas located on public school land. 
H~ar l\Ir. Allen criticising Ira Yeates! 

Criticising Jim Robison for accepting 
i!\10\l on that brief. Why, he said it was 
the tight of the Attorney General. That 
is true. And, thank God, he was fight
ing the battles of the men and women 
out in West Texas. If you do not be
lieve, catechise Henry \\"ebb, catechise 
Jim Henry, catechise l\Ir. l\Ietcalfe, ask 
Roger Thurmond, ask any Representa
tive from the West how they feel. Now, 
ask Brother Forbes about it. 

Mr. Forbes: We know how they feel. 
Mr. Moses: There has not been a 

traet of land in Robertson county ad
judicated by the Land Office in fifty 
years, nor has there been in \Vise. But 
to those counties where the Land Office 
has functioned, so far as it is concerned, 
a former member of this House, Rube 
Loftin, living within sixty miles of 
where Grady lived, if we had been per
mitted to use him, would have testified 
ns to what the people think about him 
in Clav county. Haven't I been up there 
in cou

0

rt? Rube and I have been trying 
a rase up there, had two trials since Jan
uarv, since the original investigation 
sta1'.ted, I have been to Dalhart, in court, 
way up there in John Whjte's district. 
Gentlemen, you can name any district 
where Jim Robison. bv virtue of his 
oflice, has had to do 

0

with the public 
lands, and they tell you the same story. 

During the time he bas been Land 
Commissioner. there have been brought 
a"ainst the Commissioner two hundred 
t~ three hunclrecl mandamus proceed
ings in the Supreme Court of Texas, 
because he wouldn't do something that 
the applicant in that pa~ticular c~se 
wanted him to do; and 111 every m
,;tance except, I believe, six, this man, 
who they say is a crook and should be 
bramkd with disgrace, was sustained 
hy the Supreme Court. With all the 
rncancies-and, you know those were 
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suits to establish vacancies, trying to 
require him to sell school land claimed 
by somebody else,-not one syllable of 
testimony had been introduced here to 
·show a crooked or fraudulent act on 
the part of my friend. Isn't ·th~t worth 
·something, when they brand him as a 
crook? And little Bob Allen knows about 
it because in Dallas county there has 
ll~t been a tract of land adjudicated in 
perhaps sixty years, where he has lived 
all the days of his life. He knows ~s 
little about the Land Office-and t!Htt is 
no reflection on him-as I know about 
the Labor Department, and I have 
neve1· had any occasion to come in con
tact with it. Yes, ask the people back 
bome. 

You can do what you will with him. 
He might have been a little careless. 
So have I; don't endorse my own con
duct for the last forty-eight hours. 
(Laughter.) I will just break down 
and tell you the truth when I can safely 
do it. Now, those who are perfect, 
those who wouldn't accept it, if they 
were holding office and some friend 
wanted to give them a hat, as they 
nave given them to me, you can thrust 
all these things aside. 

Now, here he is, in the evening of 
his life.' Disgrace him; you can if you 
will. And let me say this to Bob-I 
asked him to come up here, I told him 
I was going to talk about him, I saw 
bim at noon down at the Austin Hotel, 
and I will say it to him through you: 
He may be a.hie to persuade a grand 
jury in Travis county, or in Bexar 
county, -to indict hi.I~; but if they ~o, 
I will be there by his side and I will 
stay with him until Hell freezes over, 
because I believe he is an honest man. 
With George ·Calhoun, known through
out the lenooth and breadth of this 
State as on°e of the ablest district 
judges; with J. D. Moore, the former 
district attorney, judge of another 
court· with all of those facts known, 
as th'ey were, by virtue of the Minor 
report, if they had regarded those acts 
that Mr. Allen charged as aets of em
bezzlement of public funds-if you do~'t 
know it I do-they would have 111-

structed' their grand juries to investi
gate J. T. Robison, Land Commissioner; 
and Henry Brooks, as fine a yomig fel
low, as promising a young man, as 
splendid a son as I have ever known
and, God bless him, his father was my 
friend and was one of the greatest law
yers ~ho ever lived in Austin-yictor 
Brooks; and with Lamar Seeligson, 
over at San Antonio, the son of Arthur 
Seeligson, with ·the district judges they 

have over there, with the knowledge 
they have of these transactions, if they 
had regarded them as criminal there 
would have been an investigation. 

Disgrace him! What will happen to 
him? I told you at the beginning of 
this trial a little experience I had with 
a man-I will not go over it again
but I had a very touching letter from 
that man, an honest, upright district 
judge for twelve years, that touched 
the chords of my heart, thanking me 
for the reference to him. He is dying 
of a broken heart, an old man-less than 
two years older than I am-because of 
an injustice done him. 

Gentlemen, I remember sitting up 
there in that gallery and hearing thir
ty-six years ago the bitter invectives 
hurled upon the head of the then Land 
Commissioner. I heard the House of 
Representatives say, "Away with him! 
Crucify him!" Tactics were used then 
that I thought were unfair. I s~t up 
there, wishing .there were somethmg I 
could do. I don't know whether I have 
done anything here or not, but I have 
done my best. And, Gold help me, I 
couldn't do any less for my friend. 
Send him out there! Whether the Sen
ate find him guilty or not, put the ex
pression of sorrow _on his l!"ood wife. 
And in a little wlnle he will go the 
way of all flesh. His memory will live, 
thank God, in the section of the coun
try that I know so well. And when ~e 
gets up to the Pearly Gates, and h~ is 
met there by Saint Pe~er-and he I~ a 
Christian man-he will say to him, 
"Jim, you never willingly thrust a 
thorn into the bosom of any man, 
never cast a shadow in the face of any 
woman and never caused a smile to 
fade f;·om the face of a little chlid. 
Enter thou into the House of the 
Lord." 

Judge C. T. Freeman, of She~m~n, 
Texas, for the Proponent: ~'.lr. Chall"
man, Ladies and Gentlei_nen of the C~m
mittee-I ham little time for prelim
inaries, and I am not going to indulge 
in any unnecessary prefatory rema;k.s. 
Permit me to say,. boweyer, that I JOIIl 

the other counsel who have addressed 
you in cxpressini;- appreciatio1~ of the 
kindness shown m counsel th10ughout 
this investigation. I have no patience 
with flattery, and trust I may never ap
proach those whom I. want to address 
in that way; but I tlunk I may be pe_r
mitted to say that I have confidence. m 
and respect for the tribunal before which 
matter is being tried. 

I have no inclination, if you will per-
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mit me to •ay so, to ask any lady or 
gentleman of this Committee to go be
yond the following of the tenderest dic
tates of your conscience. I have no de
sire to make this investigation personal. 
l\fy acquaintance with the Commissioner 
has scarcely existed. I have known of 
him. I doubt if he remembered even 
who I am. Mv cxpcriPnce has taught 
me that a ma1~ who undertakes an in
quiry of this kind animated Ly his per
sonal feeling stands on an incorrect plat
form, and is nc,-er as effective as he can 
or ought to be. I have no unkind thing 
to say with reference td the Commis
•ioncr or his family or his friends. 

The thing I would like to say to you, 
the thing that I do say to you, that this 
is a time for a just innstigation and 
fair inquiry and courageous discharge of 
that which your duty prompts you tu 
do. I ask you not to go be~·ond that 
But one of the attributes of citizenship 
iii America and in Texas is the desire tu 
know the right and the courage to do 
the right, regardless of "how it affects 
persons. Texas is bigger than all its 
officers put together, and the puhlic weal 
of this State rises above the interests 
of any man, however high his office may 
be, tu< the monntain docs above the mole 
hill. If perchance the individual has 
placed himself. or has permitted himself 
to he placed in that situation that the 
public weal or welfare of the people of 
Texas requires that he Le removed from 
offiee or diseiplincd, is there a gentleman 
or lady in this House who will say that 
it ought not to be done 1 

Then let us proceed orderly, carefully, 
conseientiously and with courage. Let 
us first re\"iew the rules under which 
we are acting here. Of course, it is easy 
to say that you arc acting under the 
rules of la"-, under promptings of right, 
but let us review for a moment just 
"hat we are doing. the law by which we 
are gO\·erned, and the result we seek to 
obtain here. 

The first gentleman who addressed you 
for the respondent took some positions 
in reference to the law that I think re
quire some notice from me in this clos
ing argument. In the first place, he 
seeks to inYoke a rule of criminal law, 
and some of the other gentlemen made 
the oarne mi>takc which can have no ap
plication here and that rule is the doc
trine of reasonable doubt. To be sure, 
ladies and gentlemen, that applies to the 
final trial of a case, but I challenge them 
to find where it was c\·er applied to a 
grand jury investigation. Did you ever 
hear that offidal of your State, the dis
trict judge, charge his grand jury on 

that matter! I speak to the laymen. 
Of course, the lawyers know what the 
rule is. The rule in a grand jury in· 
quiry is· to find out whether or not there 
is sufficient testimony to make a judicial 
trial necessary and proper in the ad
ministration of justice; and nobody ever 
heard of the application of the doctrine 
of reasonable doubt until it was advo
cated here, as applied to a matter of 
this kind. I appeal to the lawyers of 
this House whether I am correct about 
that or not. 

The second error my friend, Smith, 
fell into was this. He read some au
thorities from outside of the State, an
nouncing a different doctrine from that 
announced by Mr. Allen. Mr. Allen told 
you this morning. told you candidly and 
told you clearly, that in the American 
Union the authorities are divided on the 
question of whether impeachment will 
lie for acts committed during a preced
ing term of office. Every case read by 
my friend, Mr. Smith, was on that doc
trine, which bas heen repudiated in Tex
as. We are in Texas trying this matter, 
ladies and gentlemen, and the laws of 
Texas control. The laws of Texas were 
enunciated as far back as the Brecken· 
ridge case, and reaffirmed by Judge Mor
row in the case cited by counsel. They 
were declared by the Supreme Court in 
the Ferguson case, and they were ap
plied in the l\IcGaughey and Ferguson 
impeachments, and that rule has never 
been changed in Texas. 

If my friend, Smith, is correct, the 
people of Texas owe an apology to Jim 
Ferguson, because he was convicted on 
three different counts which arose dur· 
ing his first term of office, he being tried 
during bis second; and if my friend, 
Smith, is correct, Jim Ferguson was 
wronged to that extent, and it ought to 
be righted. If he was wronged to that 
extent the able lawyers who represented 
him never did find it out, and the Su
preme Court of Texas seemed to be en
tirely ignorant of it when they an
nounced the doctrine in the Maddox
Ferguson case.· 

Now, the position taken by Mr. Smith 
was not stressed by other counsel. 
What is the rule! All this entire series 
of transactions, occurring from the time 
Mr. Hobison was first inducted into of
fice twenty-two or twenty-three years 
ago, up to the present time, are before 
you, and not condoned. That rule has 
been applied here, and it is the law 
here, and we are now seeking to inquire 
whether or not we will take the Com
missioner over to the Senate, where they 
can invoke that doctrine of reasonable 
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doubt. In the very beginning of this 
thing it is the begging of the question, 
ladies and gentlemen, and you will so 

. understand when you stop to think. 
Now that much, so far a\ the Jaw is 

concerned. Mr. Allen has been criticised 
for some of the things he S1aid; and my 
friend, Smith, made as great an error 
in reference to the facts as he did in 
reference to the Jaw when he said Mr. 
Allen contended that the offense for 
which Mr. Robison ought to be tried was 
bribery. You are wrong about that. 
His contention was that the offense was 
embezzlement and that it had been es
tablished by this testimony, and the doc
trine of gifts, of which you spoke, was 
not in Colonel Allen's mind when he 
made that declaration. But I think I 
shall have more to say about tha.t as I 
proceed further. 

I cannot take time to answer all of 
the things they have said to you, but 
there is one more thing that my friend, 
Mr. Moses, said about Mr. Allen that I 
now take occasion to say a word about. 
By way of introduction, my friend said 
there were but two perfect men, and he 
was one, and the other was crucified. 
I want to call attention to the fact that 
personally I think the two meekest men 
were Moses of old, and not Moses of 
Texas, and myself. In fact, I claim to 
be the meekest man since Moses, whether 
there are others or not. 

My friend Moses said you ought to 
test Bob Allen about the land laws of 
West Texas. I neither know nor care 
about that, but I want to apply that to 
my friend Moses in this: I want to 
paraphrase, in the name of God, my 
friend Moses, how little did you say 
about the testimony in this case, and 
how much did you say about individual 
matters not shown by the record her~ f 

One of the defenses is that Robison is 
poor, that Robison is old, that he has 
some lawyers who are good fellows and 
sometimes take a drink, and that Rabi· 
son is careless, and things like that. 
That is very entertaining on the part of 
my friend Moses, but I ask you, ladies 
and gentlemen of the Committee, how 
instructive that is, in a serious matter 
of this kind, where the interests of Tex
as, on the one hand, and the welfare 
and comfort of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, on t.he other, are 
involved? 

I appeal to the members of this House 
who are lawyers, and ask you if you 
ever heard a man who could testify more 
glibly, when not under oath, than my 
friend Moses can about something that 
has nothing in the world to do with the 

investigation? He is an able lawyer, an 
adroit one. He is a dangerous ad
versary, and he knows just the same as 
all of you who ever practice Jaw know 
that sometimes the further away you 
can get from the inquiry the more you 
can cause the other fellow . to lay off 
your client. 

Lest I forget it, I hold in my hand a 
Jetter, not introduced in evidence, but 
introduced· in argument. I want to ask 
you a little bit about it. The criti
cism is made here that Colonel Allen said 
in the opening address that he didn't 
give a continental about whether this 
was a public or private fund. I want 
to pursue that just a little bit further 
and apply it to this Jetter I have in my 
hand. If there is one thing in this 
world that is established in this inquiry 
here it is that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office had not one penny 
interest in the one cent per acre fund. 
Why do I say that? Why, the statutes 
of this State make that manifest; but, 
if that is not sufficient, the Commissioner 
swore to it, and everybody knows it, 
whether anybody swore to it or not. 

What is a private fund? To empha
size what is a private fund, I ask you 
what is a public fund? Take the two 
together. If it was money belonging, to 
the Commissioner it was a private fund. 
I say, whether it belonged ultimately 
to the State of Texas or to the land
owners in West Texas who had con
tributed it, it ought to have been in 
the official care and custody of the Com
missioner as such. It was entrusted to 
him as Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and as Commissioner of the 
General Land Office it was his duty to 
keep it and expend it, and as Commis
sioner of the General Land Office, ladies 
and gentlemen, he was responsible for 
it; and any fund that comes into the 
hands of an official as such for that 
purpose ceases to be a private fund, and 
l.Jecomes ipso facto and at once a public 
fund. 

But I don't care whether you call it 
or denominate it a public fund or a trust 
fund, nobody can deny that it was a 
fund for which he was responsible and 
for the use of which he ought to have 
been able to account. 

Now what is this letter f These gen
tlemen quote from the statute of 1925. 
The part of it in question is: "And the 
remainder, if any, shall be deposited in 
the State Treasury to the credit of the 
general revenue." Get that. "And the 
remainder, if any, shal! be by him de
posited in the State Treasury to the 
credit of the general revenue." We will' 
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not debate whether there was a re
mainder or not, because there was. That 
is established here. From the eighteenth 
day of June, 1925, when the Act of 1925 
became effective, until the twent.v
~eventh day of October, l!l:W. the re
mainder whirh afterwards clenlo1wd be
longed to the State of Texas. True, it 
was not then subject to deposit in the 
State Treasury, but unkss the law had 
been changed that was its only lawful 
destination. 

The oth"r a<"t rearb: "And the re
mainder, if any. shall be returned pro 
rata to those by whom it was paid into 
the General Land Oflire." lt was not his 
fund. It was not his money. It was 
under his eontrol and in his pos.-ession 
as an official, as Commissioner of the 
fleneral Land Ofnrt>. \\'hat dilforenee 
<loes it mah, ladies and gentlemen of 
thr Committee, whether he held it for 
the 'l'rrasury of the State or whether he 
held it for the prirntc individuals in 
\Ye't Texas, who would come into pos
sr"ion of it ultimately? ·u it is right 
to apJ•ropriate money belonging to the 
J•enple of \Vest Texas, without their 
<'onsent, it would be right to appropriate 
mrnwy l~P1ongi11g to th1• State of Texfls, 
without lawful authority. That is what 
Colonel Allen meant. 

But now. further, thev make this ex
planation here. and fin.ally say: "As 
\\'e view the matter, the Con1missioner 
<'Ou!d not have at any time between 
.June. 1925, and the time of the amend
ill"llt of Hl26, deposited any of this fund 
in the State Treasury, because under 
thc langua.~e of the statute it is rlear 
that no depo'i t of any part of this fund 
in the Treasury was intended until the 
entire revaluation was completed and the 
aggregate rxpense of the revaluation 
aseertained." 

1\ oLody questions that proposition of 
law. l'\obody can question it, and no
body repre,enting the Hou'e in this in· 
ve:-.t igation has ever !'aid anything that 
cHn sciuinted at a contrary view to that. 

Nuw the final conelu,ion: "After a 
careful consideration of the statutes, we 
are oi the opinion that the State of 
Te:'\as does not now, and never has had 
any in1ere't in the one cent per acre 
fund." 

Now that ean be so construed as to do 
no violence to the law. As they ex
plained above, there never was a time 
when the State Treasurer had the right 
to po»ess it. It never was determine<l 
as long a~ the 102;) :H·t wa..; cffectiYe 
what intc•rcst or what amount he had to 
return to the State Treasury. Then 

they continue in words that nobody 
l'ould dispute: "That no part of this fund 
could lawfully be paid into the State 
Treasury, and that accordingly, and for 
these reasons as here explained, the fund 
is not a ptfblic fund." Not a public 
fund when? Why, the letter is dated the 
twenty-first day of June, 1929, but the 
revaluation was closed some time ago 
and of eouree the State as such has n~ 
interest in it now. 

But it is, nevertheless. in his official 
custody, that ]'art of it, if any, which he 
has. and is still a trust fund. It is still 
a fund that he has no interest in, and 
still a fund that he had no right to use 
for any other purpose except that which 
is provided by law. 

Now, let me ask you a question: Sup
pose the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, on the first day of February, 
1926, had taken his departure to the 
pearly gates, and had that conversation 
that :Moses says he is going to have some 
time, and this money hacl been in the 
attitude the record reflects here, how in 
the name of God would the Treasurer of 
the State of Texas get that money? The 
Commissioner was broke, and there was 
no record kept of it, and nobody knew 
how much it was; and if he had taken 
his eternal flight way out beyond the 
stars toward the ecliptic of the.sun, and 
had shaken hands with St. Peter, on 
that day in February, and Jield the con· 
versation detailed by Prophet Moses, I 
ask you where, in the name of God, the 
Treasury of the State of Texas would 
come in on the deal? That much for 
that. 

Now, my friend Smith asks a ques
tion I want to answer. They all smile 
fetchingly and look pleased with them
selves, and then look over at Allen like 
tl1PY think he '"'o I are fools because we 
said anything about this row with the 
Unh·ersity of Texas, the Regents and 
the Attorney General; and my friend 
Rmith says, in his bland smiles here, why 
inject that issue here? I can dispose 
of that just as well one time as another, 
and I have but little to say about it. 

\Yhat is the crux, if you please, of this 
Uni1·ersity matter? Upon what does the 
contrm·ersy and the result of the thing 
finally turn? I ask you to say if I am 
not right when I make the statement 
that it all revolves around the one act 
of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Offir•1• in refusing to postpone for sale 
the lands described in the Price Jetter. 
They 8ay that the courts have upheld 
him. But if thnt advertisement of sale, 
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or that .sale, had been postponed, as the 
others were, until after the Legislature 
could meet, the court would have sus
tained the injunction entirely. 

Sometimes you do an act, it may be an 
individual act, it may be an official act, 
it may be a religious act, that you never, 
never can re\·oke. The only act that a 
sinner can never revoke is the commis
sion of the unpardonable sin, two sec· 
onds before he dies. If I have a con
troversy with my neighbor about 
whether I owe him one thousand or two 
thousand dollars, and we get together 
in an effort to adjust, settle and com
promise, and I sign my note for a thou
sand dollars, he has got me stuck, if he 
-0an get a thousand dollars out of me by 
execution, because I never, never can 
revoke that act, a knowing, uncondi
tional and deliberate act, executed on 
sufficient consideration. I just cannot 
do it. 

And when my friend Moses was dis
tinguishing himself and I speak it re
spectfully, because he did distinguish 
himself, as a prosecutor in that district 
he served so honorably and so well, 
sometimes he made an election that the 
court would hold him to forever and a 
day. That illustrates the proposition 1 
want to get before you. The court sim
ply held that when the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office advertised the 
Price-described lands for sale on the sec
ond of January, and then refused to 
postpone that sale, and let those bids 
be taken, that the law cannot revoke it. 
That is the trial judge's holding. 

How could that have been prevented? 
The Attorney General said he had a 
right to postpone. The Governor, who 
is a lawyer himself, and a former At
torney General, said he had a right to 
postpone. Judge Batts, whom you have 
heard testify, said he had a right to 
postpone. Others took that view. Mr. 
Trueheart said that. And the Commis
sioner agreed that if they would give 
him an opinion-he says one thing about 
the opinion and they say another-I 
want to be fair to both sides on that
he would postpone. 
· But, as Mr. Trueheart told you, the 

trial court held that because the adver
tisement was not postponed, and the bids 
were received, that the minds cf the par
ties had met in a contract, and vested 
rights had intervened that no court 
could take away. That is the contro
versy here. The Commissioner says that 
it was his mandatory duty to advertise 
that land for sale some time during the 

month of January. The Commissioner 
said that, once having advertised upon 
a specific demand which had been there
tofore made by his friend Price in his 
presence, and after a conference with 
him, that it was irrevocable, something 
like the laws of the 11Iedes and the Per
sians, something to the effect that Allen 
believed that. I don't know whether 
Allen knows much about the laws of the 
::\Iedes and the Persians, but I know one 
gentleman, who is under investigation 
here, who believes that the dignity of the 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Office is as unchangeable as the laws of 
the Medes and the Persians and as sa
rred as the sigh of a soul forgiven. That 
is what his testimony discloses. 

Now they say there is some doubt in
jected in this thing, doubt which would 
not have existed except for his view. He 
said he was discharging a mandatory 
duty. They said that the statute didn't 
apply. Batts says it, Moody says it, 
Pollard says it, Trueheart says it, the 
Regents of the University say it. It 
related to a policy that everybody agreed 
ought to be changed, but he was so 
firmly convinced that he just wouldn't 
do it at all. 

Was that a proper or an improper at
titude for the Commisioner of the Gen
eral Land Office to take here? What is 
the result of it? That course of his, if 
upheld by the courts, and which could 
not be upheld by the courts, except by 
the arbitrary, unwarranted, and, I 
charge, capricious action he took. If it 
is upheld, the choice oil lands belonging 
to the University are being leased for 
the bonus that is stated here and one
eighth of the oil. And if Judge Batts' 
idea is right, and I guess he knows more 
about it than I do, and perhaps more 
than Mr. Robison; if he is correct about 
it, the difference between what those 
lands can be sold for and what they are 
getting under those circumstances, the 
difference is so much in excess of what 
it is now that the loss is staggering. 

I charge that was a capricious act. 
I will leave you to draw your own con
clusions about the motives that ani
mated it. 

Now I can reply to what both Senator 
Price and Mr. Moses said in one respect 
at this time. Senator Price said that 
some gentleman, I think in the House, 
who is interested in some ice cream es
tablishment down at San Antonio--! 
don't know just what his connection is, 
but, anyway, some manufacturer of ice 
cream-passed out some ice cream as a 
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compliment or courtesy to the House. 
Now, Senator Price said that it was a 
trifling. sensible and proper incident. :-;o 
do I. I agree about that. He seeks to 
invoke that principle as ueing a policy 
identical with that of the gifts involved 
in this transaction here. 

Why, in the first place, the ice cream 
manufacturers of Texas have no special 
interest in any legislation, so far as I 
know. In the next place, I don't know 
how much it cost them to bring that 
stuff up here, but we will say ten cents 
for each member. I think they did it 
because thev liked the House and as a 
kind of good fellowship stunt. 

And one of them said Allen was the 
only man who walked this green foot
stool of God who thought it was wrong 
to take a drink; and my good friend 
says he has taken hats, and drinks, and 
•nits of clothes when he was district 
attorney. I am not criticising him for 
that. But I will tell you one thing that 
Moses didn't confess, and never did, and 
never would, and he never told you that 
he would, and he never did accept a farm 
worth two thouoand dollars from a man 
he had never seen before, who was put
ting on a farm or city development 
somewhere in \Vest Texas, on a large 
tract of land out there. 

I will tell you something else that 
l\1r. l\lo,es never did and that Mr. Price 
never did. They never accepted twenty
two hundrrd dollars in money as a pay
mpnt lo relieve them from anxiety and 
impending ruination, just because there 
was eighty dollars due on a Federal land 
note, and receive it from people out of 
appreciation of official relations. 

They insist that when Jackson and all 
those other people brought in the money 
for Hobison that the lands had already 
been reappraised. The Commissioner 
pointed out two or three instances of 
gentlemen who had made gifts that he 
had never had any business or official 
transactions with, and it is a trifle sin
gular that they are both dead. Lee Biv
ins is deacl, and West is dead. I take it 
if he could have named any living indi
vidual, he would have done so. 

Then I draw a conclusion and submit 
it to you, that the Commissioner knew 
these gifts and bonuses, when they came 
after the revaluations, came frdm people 
on account of services he had rendered 
officially, and not because of personal 
relations. I chall•nge them, and I do 
Mr. Robison the credit to say, that they 
dare not put him on the basis of a street 
waif, an object of charity. A man who 

holds a State office is a member of & 
learned profession, and owns 160 acres 
of land, with a litle debt against it, is 
not in the class of the poor fel
low who comes into town hobbling 
>n one crutch, suffering from shell 
<hnck or from some other mis
fortune. He is not in the class of a. 
man seeking charity in order to live. 
Those people of West Texas were not 
treating him as an object of charity and 
special bounty. It is not penonal, be
came they did not know him, except 
officially, and not as a matter of charity; 
but it was solely and simply, ladies and 
gentlemen, because of the fact that he 
was and had been the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office of Texas; in 
face of the constitutional provision 
which says that he shall not receive 
directly or indirectly more than twenty
fivc hundred dollars per annum. 

But there is another thing in ref
erence to these gifts and gratuities that 
I han not discussed that I want to 
eall your attention to; and it would 
have been very helpful to you, whether 
you signed the resolution or not, if ~Ir. 
)loses had talked to you somethmg 
about Ira Yates and that matter, in
stpad of talkin~ about those human in
terest stories he told you, about how 
he galloped over the Plains on the Lit
tle Wichita when he was a cowboy. 

I said to you that there was one 
thing in connection with these gifts and 
gratuities that counsel for the respondent 
has been as silent as the grave about, 
and that is the Ira Yates matter, except 
one of them did say Mr. Yates gave 
him a check for ninety dollars to pay 
for a brief. Now let me tnke up that 
Yates matter with you. Let's see about 
that for just a short time. Who is 
Ira Yates? \Vhy, he is the fellow who 
has the property, the great Yates oil 
field was discovered on. The price of 
every square yard of land on that ranch 
took the elevator and became almost 
fabulous, I take it. Under those con
ditions certain gentleman down there 
in that country, or at least certain gen
tlemen who had knowledge of the con
ditions, concluded that there was some 
\"acant land, unpatented land, that 
Yates didn't own. They sent a sur
\"eyor down there, and I got this from 
the Commissioner himself, his own tes
timony, to do some preliminary sur
\"eying to determine whether or not 
those varancies were actually there. 

On 0111• day the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in his official ca
pacity as such, and in the exercise of 
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the duties of that office, went to the 
Yates pa.sture, the Yates oil field, to 
·get some information about these va
cancies there. Whose duty was it to 
issue the patents if there was patent
·able lands there? It was the official 
duty of the Honorable J. T. Robison, 
as Commissioner of the General Land 
()ffice. He went over the ground, in 
company with Yates and others who 
had conflicting interests so far as the 
-question of vacancy was concerned. 

After that investigation and inspec
tion had been made and while it was 
pending and undetermined, and while 
it was a proper and necessary matter 
for the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to act upon they had a lit
tle joy ride down to the hotel at San 
..Angelo, and while they were down 
there, under those circumstances, a 
check for $609.00 was wri-tten by Mr. 
Yates, given to and accepted by the 
Commissioner of the General Land 
-Office. That was not after the act was 
-done. That is not the kind of a, cock-
t&il that my friend Moses takes, nor a 
·stra.w hat. It wa~ $609.00 in money. 

What became of it? The Commis
sioner says, and I think you can take 
liis word on that, that be used it to pay 
for a, brief he owed for and to pay 
Judge Ba.tts a, campaign bet. Now, tell 
·me what in ·the name of God that had 
to· do with his official act? He says, 
"Nothing." He says I am one of those 
-sturdy individuals tha.t have got enough 
confidence ·in myself, and enough ethi
cal and moral standing to take a, gift, 
-and not be affected by it officially. 
Well, it is jus·t too much for any man 
to risk. tf that policy is approved by 
the people of Texas, if your judges on 
the bench while they are trying a law
·suit involving the rights of individua.ls 
can accept a, gift from one of the liti
·gants, whHe the case is pending, then 
his action is right. If you approve it 
in one case, approve it in the other. 
·If you condemn i.t in the one case, what 
are you going to do about it in this? 

Now they just keep making unfor
iunate and unhappy remarks. They 
slip out. Why, my friend Senator 
Price said that he had never made any 

·effort to cover up anything. He didn't. 
Well, the legislative committee has been 
trying to find $32,000.00, and never 
have found it. If everything is opened 
·and the books are all clear, ·that he 
who runs may read, I would like to 
·fuid out where the $32,000.00 i.s. 

But Mr. Moses says he is an a.wful 
-ilareless ma.n; that he didn't keep any 
-checks of his own; a.nd another one of 

them said, how strictly are you going 
to apply th-is rule? Well, that is for 
the Committee to determine; but I tell 
you, ladies and gentlemen of the Com
mittee, that no man who is so negli
gent of the discharge of his official 
du·ties that he will take into his pos
session $69,000 to $72,000 in money, 
and never write down a, scratch of a 
pencil or pen what becomes of it, and 
persist in that course for a, series of 
years, and told you from the witness 
stand he never had any intention of 
keeping any record, is too negligent to 
serve as Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, or at least is negligent to 
the extent that the Senate of Texas 
ought to pass on the question. -

But how strict shall the st&ndard be? 
As long as I am careless about my own 
property, and nobody except my wife 
and baby suffers for my carelessness, it 
is perhaps an outrage, but it is a differ
ent proposition to that when a high 
official of this State, exercising one of the 
five executive offices of this State, is not 
strict enough to be able to give any ac
count for that much money. How strict 
a standard shall we hold, and to bow 
strict an accounting shall we bold him? 
You know, ladies and gentlemen of the 
Committee, we have a.bandoned king
craft. There is no monarch who sits 
on a throne and exercises sovereign 
power. The people exercise the sov
ereign power, but how do they do it? 
They do it by delegating to certain citi
zens a, certain portion of their power; 
and he who takes an office in Texas, or 
anywhere else in America, becomes the 
keeper in trust and responsibility for 
the exercise of a part of the sovereign 
power, and that protects us from the 
marauder and protects us in the exer
cise of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

In olden days they used to guard their 
cities with walls, considered reasonably 
safe from attacks tba t were made in 
those days. On top of those walls, from 
place to place, they put towers, and they 
placed certain individuals in those tow
ers, called watchmen of the towers. Upon 
the vigilance and the good judgment of 
the watchmen in the towers, the safety 
of the city depended. The officers of 
Texas, especially high executive State 
officers, are the watchmen on the towers, 
and ·they ought to be held to that degree 
of responsibility, cognizant with their 
duty. · 

How strictly will you hold the judges 
of your courts, your district attorneys, 
your sheriffs, the Governor, to the 1 

stand&rd? 
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l\Ir. Storev: l\Ir. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Wilbarger. 
l\Ir. Storey: I move that the call of 

the House be extended until 7 o"clock. 
The Speaker: Is the call seconded 1 

The call is seconded. All in fa,·or of 
the motion will say "Aye." Opposed 
"No." Vote "Ave'' and "No." There 
being 80 "ayes" ;u1d 14 "noes." the call 
is extended to i n "cloc·k. .T udgc Freeman. 
you will Ue gi,·en al1out four minutes 
additional time, on account of this in· 
terruption. 

Judge Freeman: It doesn't interrupt 
me at all, l\!r. Chairman. 

Then I ask you, ladies and gentlemen 
of the Committee. how strict will you 
make the rules applicable to the c;,m. 
nii ~sioncr of the Genera 1 Land Office? 
:\11w ~1 1 11at;)r Pri1·e 'llltli<'!-> ~ome f.::rrip
ture. There is always a good lesson in 
a q11nt:itio11 from tlu.~ Seripturrs. EYe11 
m~· fricn<l Moses and I, who, perhaps. 
although it is likely a shame, do not 
ha,·e any rhurrh ronnection, ran profit 
by its tcaehing. l\lr. llloses said, "By 
their fruit ve shall know them." I take 
it there wiil be no dissent on that ques
t ion. There will he no dissl·nt out of me. 
Let's see how it applies to the Com· 
mi5'ioner of the General Land Office. 
The Commissioner of the General Land 
O!lice, before he started in 19~:;, was 
J.roke and threatened with hankruptry. 
T!w years have gone by, and the fruit 
lrns heen de,·eloping and growing in the 
meantime. He has been pursuing a cer
tain course of conduct during- the years 
in reference to this one cent per acre 
fund. 

Now what shall the harvest be? In 
addition to a farm, and money, hospital 
treatment, and things of that kind, he 
tells us frankly that he expects the har
,·est to be more than $G700, $G700 in 
these returned checks. "By their fruits 
:re shall know them." He testified it is 
;wt his mone\', thnt lw had no interest 
in it, but be· at least kept it and used 
it as he would any other fund. "By 
their fruits ye shall know them." 

And they ha\'e talked something about 
character and reputation. Now let us 
analyze that just a little while. Oh, 
character is just what the individual is. 
Reputation is what the individual is 
generally reputed to be. I know there 
is an old saying that you can fool all 
of the people some of the time, and fool 
some of the people all of the time, but 
you can't fool all of the people all of 
the time. But there have been men and 
women who have lived for years with the 
most splendid reputation it is possible 

for a man to achieve, and all at once 
some man who has been president of a 
bank or prominent in financial circles 
for years is reported to have absconded, 
and his idea is that he can repent in 
Canada. Some minister of the gospel, 
and you have heard of it in Texas, wh<> 
was a power with his eloquence, and by 
his custom as well bas been considered 
the Lord's own, elopes with his chorister. 
Did he get that way at once? No, no. 
It was in the man all the t,ime, but some 
untoward circumstance just developed 
the real truth about it. 

A few years ago I 1·emember reading 
in the newspapers thnt somewhere in the 
Southern Seas there was a little island. 
The waters surrounded and caressed it, 
and tropical flowers bloomed upon it. A 
~ity had been established there, and the 
moon shone. and lovers cooed, and 
Christian men worshipped there. It was 
the island on which Mount Pelee was 
•ituated. People said l\Iount Pelee is a 
g-ood mountain. It has been trusted and 
lo\'ed and relied upon so far back that 
the memory of man runnetb not to the 
contrarv. 

0

B11t on one fine occasion it 
ucgan to spurt smoke and ashes and 
lurid flames, and a noise went out like 
the day of judgment had been ushered 
in on a frighted world, and the whole 
town lay in ruins, notwithstanding the 
former good reputation of l\Iount Pelee. 

Now they say we didn't let them proye 
that he had a good reputation. What 
more do vou want? I know what Mr. 
l\Ioses said he wanted, but we admit it 
as a fact, and ask you to accept it as 
true, that up to the time these irregu
larities, if they are irregu4trities, came 
under discussion he had an ideal, excel
lent and splendid general reputation. 
Now my friend Moses complained about 
that because he says we didn't let the 
people of \Vest Texas come in here and 
entertain you with the melody of their 
voices and the dart of their western 
eyes. In other words, that is the com
plaint he made, that we didn't permit 
you to hear their voices and look them 
\n the eye, and he was depending on 
the tone of their voice and the glance 
of an eye as one of his propositions to 
arouse a reasonable doubt in the minds 
of this Committee and invoke the doc
trine of reasonable doubt. 

Now this one cent per acre fund, I 
want to talk about that a while. We had 
some experience in 1913, that is Texas 
did, I didn't know about it until re
cently, but we had some experience in 
1913 in appraising lands. The ]lresent 
Commissioner of the General Land Of
fice and two other gentlemen and a clerk 
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ha.d entrusted to them the duty, and ha.d 
a. fund to pa.y them for revaluing that 
western la.nd. In tha.t instance there 
were three appraisers, hotel bills to pay 
for three, a.nd in addition to that a 
clerk, a.nd they had $7 .50 a section to 
pay for it. And the present Commis
sioner of the General La.nd Office told 
you over his official signature that was 
three times as much as it would cost to 
do the appraising. Now, he said that. 
He says he said that. 

He says now that it cost seven-tenths 
of $6.40, which they figured out to be 
$4.98. Why the difference? Oh, he said 
that was under different conditions; 
Well, it was the same land, and he said 
they traveled in automo!:>iles, and there 
were four of them, and it cost them 
$2.50 a section. Now it oJst $6.90, I be
lieve it is, a section. Why? But with 
this precedent established here, with 
that declaration of his emLalmed in the 
i·ecords, he admits it cost him seven 
mills an acre. 

I will give you an illustration: Sup
pose a client of mine sends me to Austin 
from Sherman, and gives me $150.00 to 
pay expenses. I live at a high-price 
hotel, ride high-price busses, spend a 
good deal of money, and go back and 
hand him $10.00. He up and asks me 
for the items and wants to know if that 
is customary. Suppose it is a cold win
ter day up in North Texas, and I come 
back and have a $60.00 overcoat hanging 
on my arm; and my client happens to 
know that I am not worth six bits, broke, 
no credit, and no money except what 
he gave me; and I am wearing that 
overcoat around the streets of Sherman 
like an English lord, and he knows all 
that, don't you reckon he would like to 
ask me for the items of my bill? 

Well, let's see about the. general dis
position manifested here. Let's try to 
get the mental viewpoint from his own 
testimony and his own declarations. 
Now I first begin here with two checks, 
one of them is dated-notice the dates, 
if you please--June 23, 1925. The check 
is payable to Barker Motor Company and 
is for $827.00, a.nd is signed J. T. Robi
son Special. All right, Mr. Commission
er, what did you spend the $827.00 for? 
He remembers that. He tells you it· was 
in buying and equipping a Ford car. He 
equipped it with everything that they 
could put on a Ford car, including a 
$78.00 life insurance premium that he 
pa.id for extra. 

Well, Mr. Commissioner, you gave a 
good many checks to the Johnson Rubber 
Company. What was that for? Well, 
that was for tires and automobile ac-

cessories. All right. I now have in my 
hand a check dated June 24, 1925, pay
able to Johnson Rubber Company for 
$150.00, signed J. T. Robison Special 
What is that for? I guess it was fo1 
rubber for those said tires. Tell me, 
Mr. Robison, if you had that Ford 
dressed up with everything that the 
Barker Motor Company could put on it, 
including an insurance policy, what were 
you doing getting tires and accessories 
for it the next day? 

Now, I would like to know, and I 
think the ladies and gentlemen of this 
Committee would like to know, what in 
the name of God Almighty he could be 
doing equipping a Ford car that was 
bought and equipped on June 23rd with 
$115.00 worth of tires and accessories 
on the next day, June 24th. Tell me, 
do you think that sort of thing ought 
to be approved and established as a 
precedent in the State of Texas? 

In 1913 the cost was $2.50 a section. 
In 1925 it is nearly twice that. The 
people of Texas, those landowners in 
Texas who seemed to be so partial to 
the Commissioner, I think would like t() 
know why the difference, and why yoll' 
can't tell us anything about it. 

Is that a fair inquiry? Is that too· 
strict a standard to apply to one of your 
executive officers? Do you, my friends. 
of this Legislature, desire to establish 
that sort of a practice as the policy of· 
this State? 

But my friend Price, and I love that. 
fellow, a;1d I am going to say some nice· 
things about him after a while if I have· 
time, proposes that for just such patri
otic, exemplary and praiseworthy things 
as these, the Legislature, at the con
clusion of this procedure, should bring 
to tl1is platform, knight on the spot, 
1veaye around his brow, the brow of 
this official, the laurels of a great hero. 
When Price wants to decorate and honor
the great hero, and bedeck his brow 
with laurel wreaths, I would like t<> 
have the Senator and Commissioner
Robison to tell me why in the world he· 
got so much rubber the next day after 
he bought that Ford car. 

Mr. Moses said Mr. Allen was unkind' 
about that check of date October, 1925. 
Well, Moses does admit that Robison got 
a little careless. He does not agree 
with Price's idea of knighting him on 
the spot and canonizing him with the
gods, and putting his name in the niche
of fame. He thinks he ought to be 
spanked a little. They don't exactly 
agree on it. 

But now this $1,000 check he gave out 



480 HOUSE JOURNAL. 

on October 14, 1925, wby be had just 
got ha.ck from Sa.n Antonio. And I 
sympa.tbize with him in his illness. I 
ta.ke no plea.sure in his misfortune or 
his suffering. But he was here recuper· 
ating, wa.iting to sufficiently recover to 
go to West Texas to ta.ke up this rea.p
pra.isement. On the 14th da.y of October, 
sixteen da.ys before he was able to go to 
work, the Commissioner dra.ws a. check 
out of this one cent per a.ere fund for 
$1,000. What did he do with the money, 
Mr. Commissioner? I don't know. I spent 
it for rea.ppraising. You did? I thought 
you were down here trying to get well 
from tha.t opera.tion you had down there. 
What bank did you put it in? Oh, I 
don't know. What explana.tion can you 
make of it? Oh, just none, except I 
know '.I used it, all right; nothing wrong 
about it. 

When J. H. Walker, chief clerk, 
drafted a check a.gainst tha.t fund, he 
always marked on it what it wa.s for, 
but there is no nota.tion on this $1,000 
check, ladies a.nd gentlemen of this Com
mittee. There is no mark in God Al
mighty's world to indicate what beca.me 
of tha.t $1,000. Now, that is my over
coat, Sena.tor. I would like to ha.ve, 
and the people of Texas, I take it, would 
like to ha.ve specifications of the items 
on that. 

They say, though, that when the peo
ple of Texas elected him as Commis
sioner of the General Land Office and 
entrusted him with the administra.tion 
of the one cent per acre fund, tha.t they 
gave him a. life insurance policy and 
an accident insurance policy that would 
indemnify him against sickness, suffer
ing, disease and dea.th. I never heard 
of that before in my life. They don't 
put it in those words, but it is the same 
thing. He does say that he ate some hot 
tamales or something else out in West 
Texas, and it didn't a.gree with him, 
and unfortunately he got sick, and he 
came down to San Antonio from Del Rio, 
and when he thought he was going to 
die he gave his wife $1,000 to pay his 
funera.l expenses. 

What else did he say a.bout it T He 
ea.id he thought he got sick when he wa.s 
out appraising lands, tha.t maybe some
thing he ate didn't agree with him, made 
him sick, a.nd that the peop"le ought to 
pay the bill. Ask nobody about it; kept 
no record. He said he didn't intend w 
keep any checks. He said he had no 
intention of keeping any checks of this 
fund. These just happened to hang over 
liy accident. Then he intended to have 

that $1,000 
he intended 
show for it. 
testimony. 

for the purpose for which 
and to have no check to 
That is the effect of this 

All right. Let's go further than that. 
Now, if you will permit me, I will ad
viAe the grand jury just a few minutes 
about the Dr. Wooten check. Dr. 
Wooten was given a check for $300. I 
introduced Dr. Wooten and have proven 
before my grand jury that this check is 
given out of this special fund to Dr. 
Wooten for $300. I am advised that the 
gentleman who wrote that check claims 
that he had a right to pay out that 
money on doctors' bills on account of 
the illness he contracted while he was 
reappra1smg. But I asked the doctor 
what was that $300 for, and he said: 
"I charged Mr. Robison $100 for going 
down to see about him after he got sick 
out there, and then he owed me $200 on 
an old account, and I applied the bal
ance on the old account." 

All right. That was not the Commis
sioner's money. Gentlemen of the grand 
jury, I advise you, playing the part of 
the district attorney, that he had no 
lawful authority to use any part of that 
check for that purpose ; but, if that is 
disputed, he had no right to pay an old 
debt of $200 with it. · But my friend 
Moses saya there must be a fra.udulent 
intent. Well, when facts of that kind 
are established there is no lawyer in this 
House who ever practiced criminal law 
who does not know that fraudulent in
tent is presumed from the proof. 

If you are prosecuting a fellow for 
disposing of mortgaged property, you 
prove that he gave the mortgage, sold 
the stuff, and did not pay the man he 
had given the mortgage to. Then you 
have to go further and prove the un
lawful intent. But if I go to your house 
a.nd steal an automobile a.nd get away 
with it and sell it, or steal your money, 
and apply it on a debt I owe, the law 
itself would presume that is sufficient 
to establish fraudulent intent. 

But Commissioner Robison and all of 
the reputation witnesses in West Texas 
cannot withdraw the element of fraud 
from that transaction. You gentlemen 
who are criminal lawyers in this House, 
and lawyers of any kind, and you who 
serve on grand juries and petit juries, I 
invoke your judgment if I do not cor
rectly state the law. Not, Mr. Smith, 
bribery, but embezzlement of a public 
fund, fraudulent embezzlement. 

They say we talk about little isolated 
checks. You know, they said that crime 
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is its own detector. I believe it was Mr. 
Smith who made that remark. Well, 
we have got these two $1,000 checks, we 
have got this $150 tire and rubber com
pany check. They complain about the 
Grady Woodruff charges. We offered 
those things and the presiding judge ex
cluded them. I think he was right. But 
they claimed the right to go into the 
Grady Woodruff charges after the pre· 
siding judge had forced us to abandon 
them, because they said it was sorter 
talked around and there was a good deal 
of ugly talk about it. 

· Do you know how far they pursued 
those Grady Woodruff charges? I will 
tell you how far they pursued them .. We 
objected and the court allowed them to 
proceed over our objection, and when 
they got down to the Clyde Grover check, 
they quit the Grady Woodruff charges 
like a tramp does a wood pile. They 

·were digging for oil and they struck 
salt water. 

Mr. Woodruff: Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the call of the House be extended 
until this matter is finally disposed of. 

The question was taken and the mo
tion prevailed. 

Judge Freeman: Now, my friend 
Senator Price, seems to think he has 
been mistreated in this matter. Well, 
I like that fellow, and I don't see how 
he has b'een mistreated. In the first 
place, it is a little bit general for law
yers in controversies of this kind to 
have a little pleasantry at the expense 
of the others. Colonel Allen didn't crit
icise Senator Price at all, and made no 
reference to him except in the most com
plimentary manner. Now I have always 
understood that there is one rule that 
obtains, and that when a gentleman, 
whether he be a doctor or a preach.er or 
a lawyer· or a hypnotist sits down in 
that chair and makes a witness out of 
himself, it becomes the right of counsel 
on both sides to discuss his testimony, 
and my question is, living some distance 
up in the sticks, just why he then is 
exempt from that ordinary rule f 

The Senator seems to have the idea 
that somebody is criticising him. I want 
to disabuse his mind now, unless I have 
already; but he is so interwoven with 
this transaction by his testimony and 
otherwise that it is perfectly right and 
perfectly proper to say some things about 
it, not in criticism, but in development 
of those facts. Senator Price is a law
yer, and a good one. He assumed a duty 
to represent Gibson and Johnson and 
Renaud. When he took that employ-

ment, it became his duty to do every
thing he could in honor to complete the 
employment successfully in which he was 
engiiged. What was the object of that 
employment? Why, to get some leases 
on some University lands in two of those 
Texas counties. At that time those 
lands had been examined by some gen
tlemen who were independent oil oper
ators, but who happened to have $850,-
000 to put up as a deposit when they 
wanted those leases. 

This controversy you have been read
ing about, and I have been reading 
about, and the Literary Digest has been 
full of it, about conserving oil, and a_ 
concerted effort on the part of industry 
to conserve oil, for their own protection, 
is a matter that we are all more or less 
familiar with. These fields in West 
Texas have been geologized and exam
ined by others and the oil has gone 
spurting forth out there in places in a 
rich golden stream. It was discovered 
that the law of the State of Texas on 
the subject, to use Judge Batts' expres
sion, as well as the judgment of this 
Legislature in repealing the law, was 
a foolish one. It was known by gen
tlemen well informed in the oil industry 
and by gentlemen well informed in legis
lative matters, that if those leases were 
not purchased before the Legislature 
met, the Legislature would bar the door. 
Senator Price, honorably, in my judg
ment, undertook to consummate the sale 
of those leases before the barn door was 
shut. He went to the Commissioner and 
conferred with him about it, and made 
what he called a specific demand. 

From that time, from· the time of his 
employment, until he quit this House of 
Representatives a few minutes ago, he 
has been constantly, honorably, effec
tively, but actually on that job, so far as 
I know. His interest and the interests 
of his clients are to get this thing closed. 
That has been developed here. But be
cause of that, my friend, Senator Price, 
says that he has been mistreated by 
somebody. Nobody had said a word 
about him before he raised the question. 
I guess he was talking probably about 
Judge Batts. They say that there is big 
oil behind it. They say they are being 
persecuted. They say they are being 
victimized by trusts and ground into 
powder. 

Well, suppose I had stolen a horse, 
and a fellow who is just out of -the peni
tentiary, maybe escaped, catches me on 
that fizzle-tailed pony, and goes around 
to the sheriff's office and says here i& 
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a fellow who has stolen a horse and I 
wish you would go and J?Pt him. Thev 
go to try me for horse stealing. \\'hat 
good does it do me to say that the fel· 
low who told on me was a convict 1 I 
mak•• the rl'pl~· that if tl1t•rl' an• no 
improper moth·es here, and if the truth 
is being developed here, why does it 
make any ditferenee 1 

I read' somewherl' these lines. I may 
not quote them exal'tly. 

"~Pize on truth wht•re'cr 'tis found, 
On Christian or on heathen ground; 
Among your frie11ds. among your foes, 
That plan's divine where'er it goes." 

If the truth of this matter were that 
this inquiry started that way, which I 
deny, why does that justify the Commis· 
sioner in doing what he swears he 
did do? 

There are a good many things I want 
to sa v to vou, but I am not sure I will 
be able to" conclude. The Commissioner 
says that Governor ::lloody and General 
Pollard oaid stop the sales, law or no 
Jaw. He also said Judge Batts said 
that. Judge Batts denied it, and it be
comes a question of veracity between 
those two. I don't think the Governor 
of this ~tate would appreciate it if we 
would call him back here, the c·hief ex
ecuth·e, and insult him in that way 
by asking him that question. 

They say that if he got all this money, 
where is it 1 and tl1ey proclaim from 
the housetops that he is broke, owes 
money and has $50 in the bank. Ladies 
and gentlemen of the House, I want you 
to pardon me w11ile I tell you a story 
that I think applies to that. In the 
~unday School class the teacher said 
to the "little boy: "Who was the mother 
of :!\loses?" 

The little fellow spoke up right along 
and he said: "Pharaoh's daughter.'' 

The teacher said: "No, she was not 
his mother. 8he only found him out 
there on the river.'' 

Th" hov said: "Oh, shucks; that is 
what she· said." 

Now, who said the Commissioner is 
broke 1 Ile did. They say embezzlers 
wear diamonds. \Veil, a good many of 
them don't. If a fellow knows enough 
to get away with a big scheme like this, 
I leave it to you to say whether that is 
wrong or right. He has too much sense 
to do that. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen of the 
Committee, I am going to submit the 
matter to yon. l\lr. Allen and I have 

carried a certain responsibility. We 
were invited in this thing at a very late 
date. We may not have discharged the 
duty as it should have been discharged; 
but I tell you we have done the best we 
wn. \Ve have reached a conclu•ion that 
we ou!.lht to advise the House to prefer 
articles of impeachment against the 
Land Commissioner. From the informa
tion we l1ave been able to collect in the 
time we lmve had, from the investigation 
we have heen able to make, we have 
giwn you thP faets as fully and as fairly 
a~ \\"P (' 111. Our~ to advh<.e, ours to 
assi•t; then our responsibility ends. 

Someone said during this proceeding 
that he would not ask a juror to convict 
any man unless he himself, if on that 
ju;y, would do that thing. I suggest to 
you that the public interest and welfare 
of the State of Texas requires a fair and 
impartial trial of this matter before a 
Senate C'ourt of impeachment, and hav
ing tlms advised you. we leave the re
spon"ihility where we must leave it, and 
where we are glad to leave it, in your 
hands. 

I thank you. 

llfr. Purl of Dallas: 
The Speaker: The 

Dallas. 

l\lr. Speaker. 
gentleman from 

lllr. Purl: '.\Ir. Cha.irman, I under
•tarnl and we all know ther.e is an 
·111wndm<'nt to the Stevenson resolution. 
:\ow, that we harn had counsel on h~th 
sides speak, that amendment of mme 
is now useless and of no materiality; 
and I und1·rstand there are other mem· 
hers of the House who desire to send 
up some suhstitutes and some other 
amendnwnts, and I do not care to have 
my amendment being in the w_ny to 
cluttH it up; so they can vote direc_tly 
on that issue, with the understandmg 
that other members might send up sub· 
stitutcs, with the Chair's permission, I 
would like the unanimous consent to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The Speaker: The gentleman f~om 
Dallas asks unanimous consent to with
draw the amendment to the Stevenson 
resolution, which amendment is now 
useless hPcause counsel ha,·e completed 
their arguments. 

Mr .. Johnson of Dimmit: An amend· 
men!, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The gentl~man from 
Dimmit sends up the followmg amend
ment to the original motion. The Clerk 
will read the amendment. 

(The Clerk thereupon read the amend
ment offered by Mr. Johnson of Dim· 
mit, as follows, towit) : 
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.Amend motion by striking out the 
Ia.st paragraph and insert the follow
ing: That after hearing the charges, 
the evidence and arguments of counsel, 
the Committee finds and reports that 
the attitude of said J. T. Robison 
toward the acceptance of gifts and 
gratuities as a State official, and the 
careless and indiscreet manner of his 
handling the one cent reappraisement 
fund deserves severe censure and repri
manding. The evidence is insufficient 
under the law to warrant impeachment 
charges thereon against the said 
J. T. Robison. Therefore, the Com
mittee of the Whole recommends 
to the House that the charges pre
ferred in this House against J. 
T. Robison be dismissed with this 
expression and reprimand for his vio
lation of all standards of official and 
private property the State of Texas 
must uniformly and unqualifiedly de
mand of its State officials. 

Mr. Kenyon of Galveston: Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 

The Speaker: What is the point of 
order! 

Mr. Kenyon: That under the .Jaw this 
House has no right to reprimand any
one. They could only in this case find 
guilty or not guilty. And I offer as a 
substitute proposition, form of an 
amendment to take the place of the 
original resolution and motion, and the 
motion I want to insist on is that un-

- der the Constitution and laws of Texas, 
this Committee or the House has no 
right conferred anywhere in the ~onsti
tution to recommend any pubhc offi
cial. It could only pass on the guilt 
or innocence of that official. 

Mr. Van Zandt: Point of order. 
The Speaker: What is the point of 

order, Mr. Van Zandt. 
Mr. Van Zandt: Mr. Speaker, we 

are operating under a charge now in 
the Committee of the Whole under a 
certain resolution adopted on June 6th. 
In that resolution it provides that the 
Committee of the Whole shall make 
such report or recommendation as 
within its judgment it deems necessary. 
(The reporter at :this point could not 
hear what the speaker said.) .. There
fore, the amendment to the pendmg mo
tion is out of order, for the reason-

Mr. Purl of Dallas: Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Kincaid of Foard: Mr. Chair

man. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Foard. 
· Mr. Kincaid: Mr. Chairman, I don't 
understand that we are attempting im
peachment proceedings at this time. We 

were just investigating and were going 
to make recommendations to the House, 
and we are doing it in the form of 
a resolution; and I understand that 
this body could be resolutions condemn 
whatever they want to, and make any 
sort of recommendations to the House 
that they see fit. 

Mr. Purl: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Purl: I sincerely hope that the 

Chair will sustain the point of order. 
I don't think there is anything in the 
law of this land where a body of Rep
resentatives can reprimand any official. 
We are not down here .for that. It 
never was intended that we should 
spend our time reprimanding any offi· 
cial. There is nothing in our statute 
to warrant it and I hope the gentle
man will withdraw it. I think that 
this House should either impeach Mr. 
Robison or not impeach him, one way 
or the other, give him a clean bill of 
health or send him over to the Senate, 
and I hope the Speaker will rule out 
point of order, because there is noth
ing in ·law to support it. 

Mr. Johnson of Dimmit: Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Dimmit. 

Mr. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, and Mem
bers of the House-

Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, poin.t of 
order. The gentleman said he wanted 
the floor on that, though we still have 
the right to speak. 

The Speaker: Yes, sir, if it is the 
previous question, I take it any speaker 
can speak for it, Mr. Johnson. The 
Chair doesn't care for such discussion 
on it. 

Mr. Johnson: Mr. Speaker and Mem
bers of the House-It is a great sur
prise to me to hear that any member 
of this body would raise his voice on 
the ground that we haven't the right to 
reprimand or censure any misconduct 
that might not reach the degree of crime, 
that would justify an impeachment. I 
can readily conceive how the proponents, 
or the defenders of Mr. Robison, when 
they feel that they are sure they have 
got a majority who will promptly exon
erate him, I can conceive how they can 
come here and demand that we either 
exonerate him or that we impeach him; 
but to hear the men who are all doubt
less in favor of impeachment, under the 
evidence in this case, contend that this 
body cannot adopt such resolution in its 
report as it sees fit, is indeed a su.rprise 
to me, and I submit it to the intelli-
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gence of every member of this House 
that in the matter of the violation of 
the standards of honesty, in tevity and 
official conduct that we eannot stand, that 
we will not countenance, hut that will 
not reach the severitv of crime that un
der the law will justify impeachment, I 
stand here and say that I believe there 
are three characters of minds in this 
House, there are three sets of minds; 
there are some minds that are ready to 
vote for impeaehment; there are some 
minds that are ready to vote for ex
oneration; hut I believe that there are 
a great number of minds who believe 
that under the law and evidence in this 
case, that if the evidence does not justify 
impeachment and his conduct falls far 
short of the acts of such officer in the 
performance of his duty and are the 
kind of actions that people of this State 
uniformly and unqualifiedly demand, I 
don't believe that the members of this 
House, if it is put to a vote, will say 
we cannot make such report as we see 
fit. I challenge any member who has 
made a point of order to point out a 
precedent upon which he bases his point. 
I believe, Mr. Speaker-just a minute-
I believe that we are here at this mo
ment confronted with a sacred duty, and 
I believe that every member of this 
body is going to perform that duty 
from an individual standpoint, as con
scientiously as he can. I know that so 
far as within my lights and ability I 
have kept an open mind on this proceed
ing; I know that; he ,was my friend, 
but I kept an open mind. But I do not 
belie\·e that he is wholly guiltless of 
misconduct. I believe that he has lost 
the highest standards of honesty, of 
probity of a man that he had one time 
had, but I do not believe that under 
the law and under the evidence that has 
been adduced on this trial, that any 
crime could be placed upon him that 
would justify the excessive punishment 
of impeachment. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield! 

The Speaker: Will the gentleman 
yield to the gentleman from Nueces! 

Mr. Johnson : Yes. 
Mr. Pope: Mr. Speaker and Members 

of the House--Now, the remarks of the 
gentleman from Dimmit clearly indicate 
the purpose for which he is offering this 
amendment to the original motion, 
which clearly shows that it is incon
sistent with the original motion, and is 
in conflict both with the Constitution 
and with the rules of this House. Now, 
I am going to read to you the original 
motion, which is in this language, and 

there is no middle ground in it. Now, 
he admits that the evidence does not 
justify the pains and penalties of an 
impeachment; under the Constitution 
and under the law and under the rules 
of the original resolution we are to do 
just one thing, and that is to impeach 
or not impeach. And this is the sub
stance of the amendment of those who 
agree with Mr. Johnson that impeach
ment is not in order and that the evi
dence does not show that the punishment 
or the severe penalties of impeachment 
should be administered. The language 
is: 

"We, the undersigned, hereby make the 
following motion: 

"That the Committee of the Whole 
House rise and report to the House that 
we have carefully considered the testi· 
many presented in the matter of the 
charges against the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office and that the evi
dence submitted does not show the com
mission of high crimes and misdemean
ors hv the Commissioner of the General 
Land

0 

Office and does not show any mat
ter which would warrant the penalties 
of impeachment." 

And that is what Mr. Johnson sub· 
mi ts; but there is but one penalty and 
that is impeachment. And if he seeks 
to offer a different penalty, then he con
travenes both this rule of the House as 
well as the Constitution of Texas: Rule 
of the House No. 4, under Rule 20: 
"No motion or proposition on a subject 
different from that under consideration 
shall be admitted under color of amend· 
ment or a substitute of a motion or 
proposition under debate." Then Article 
3, subdivision 30, Constitution: "No 
law shall be passed except by bill. No 
bill shall be so amended in its passage 
through the House as to change its origi
nal purpose." The same rule with ref
erence to bills prevails with reference to 
motions. And on the proposition we 
have under consideration now, I submit 
further that the Constitution provides 
for impeachment and removal from of
fice, and does not provide for the char
acter of punishment submitted in the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Dimmit. The Constitution says, both in 
Articles I and 2-that is, subdivisions 
l and 2, Article 15, and also in Article 
25, or subdivision 25 of Article 4, that 
our only avenue is impeachment or no 
impeachment, that is the statute that 
we are proceeding under-impeachment 
or no impeachment. And now after go
ing and hearing the evidence under the 
statute, and under the Constitution as 
to impeachment, you turn around now 
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and say that you will permit this man 
to offer a substitute here that you will 
put this man on a reprimand and that 
it will not constitute either acquittal or 
conviction. And I submit that the point 
·of order is good and should be sustained. 
And in this connection, Mr. Speaker, I 
want to urge as a further reason why 
the point of order should be sustained. 
this House already has acted upon this 
very proposition, and the only way you 
-could get that betore the House is by 
way of a motion to reconsider the mo
tion by which the censure was adopted 
heretofore, and it is now too late to 
amend that motion, and for that reason 
the point of order ought to be sustained. 

The Speaker : I will ask the Reading 
Clerk to read the original motion. 

(The Reading Clerk thereupon read 
the original motion, which has been 
copied on a preceding page and to which 
reference is here made.) 

Mr. Pope: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Nueces. 
Mr. Pope: Mr. Speaker, I want to 

call the Speaker's attention further to 
the fact that this very identical motion 
herein, the substance of it, was in the 
Barnett motion, and I think that was 
voted down and it has been acted on by 
this session of the Legislature and can
not now be again considered. 

The Speaker: I think a point of or
der was made and it was overruled. 

Mr. Anderson of Bexar: Mr. Speaker, 
the point of order was introduced and 
defeated by a vote of 74 to forty some 
odd. 

'.l.'he Speaker: That is correct. Now, 
the original motion has been rell.d, and 
now I will ask that the amendment be 
read. 

(The Clerk thereupon read the amend
ment as follows, towit): 

"Amend pending bill by striking out 
the last paragraph and insert the fol
lowing: That after hearing the charges, 
the evidence, and argument of counsel, 
the Committee finds and reports that 
the attitude of said J. T. Robison to
wards the acceptance of gifts and gratui
ties as a State official, and the careless 
and indiscreet manner of his handling 
the one cent per acre reappraisement 
fund, deserves severe censure and repri
mand. But that the evidence is insuffi
cient under the law to warrant the vot
ing of impeachment charges against said 

T. Robison. 
"Therefore, the Committee of the 

Whole recommends to the House that 
he charges preferred in this House 
ga.inst J. T. Robison, be dismissed 

\ 
with_ this expression of censure and 
reprimand for a violation of those 
standards of official and private prop
erty the State of Texas must uniformly 
and unqualifiedly demand from its State 
officers." 

Judge Sinks: It seems to me, Mr. 
Speaker, that when we vote on a definite 
resolution involving censure, and vote it 
dow!1, that you cannot under any guise 
or ~n any form bring that matter up 
again, that that is settled as to the 
cen~ure part; otherwise, we could keep 
hav1_ng amendments on the same identical 
subject. Furthermore, I believe that 
the point of order is well taken, al
though I don't care anything aliout those 
blamed rules much, anyhow-but I be
U~~e .. the_ ~oi~t o~ order i~t.!!.l<..<!n 

Ji.ere m ~his case,. that _this is a ques
~Q.n.. .QC l~l!£hm_:~~ or_ not_ iIQpeach-

I don.'.t ... l;ielwcLf!i.!!.L.lYe could "o 
a)!.!'!!<!__~;1:..e. and have a resolution i.r 
censu·re--J-~the_..J!.11peachme11t 
ch~ I thmk he 1s entitled to have a 
vote on this resolution. 

The Speaker: Well, I am ready to 
rule. 

l\fr. Williams of Travis: Point of 
order, Mr. Speaker, against this pro
cedure. Hasn't the Chair announced 
that he is ready to rule? 

The Speaker: Yes. sir. 
Mr. Williams:• Then is there any 

rule that · requires this long suffering 
House to listen to arguments after the 
Chair has announced he is ready to rule? 
All th;s is out of order. 

Mr. Keller of Dallas: Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dallas. 
Mr. Keller: Ladies and gentlemen
( Cries of "Rule!") 
Mr. Keller: I submit that the Chair 

might be in error, just like I have seen 
the gentleman from Austin in error. 

Mr. Williams: Never. 
The Speaker : The Chair welcomes 

any statement with reference to this 
proposition. The Chair; of course, has 
his mind pretty well made up on this, 
but any argument that shows a new 
state of facts is always welcome. 

Mr. Keller (opening remarks undis
tinguishable to the reporter) : There
fore, Mr. Speaker, there can be "Qut two 
questions. Although I was told a mo
ment ago, I thought it was a good point 
~f order, and now I think it is a bad 
point of order; T have read the law, and 
it seems it is one or the other. I say 
11stain the point of order. 

Mr. Johnson of Dimmit: Mr. Speaker 
rnd members of the House : Just one 
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minute. I wish to call your attention to 
the fact that the Barnett resolution or 
motion was introduced pending the trial 
of the case; it was not introduced at 
the conclusion of the evidence and ar·, 
gument. If that resolution had been in
troduced at the conclusion of the evi
dence and argument, then it is certain 
that this amendment would be out of 
order; but I don't think that, it having 
come in the middle of the trial, that 
the ordinary rule of not being able t 
offer an amendment invoking the sam 
subject matter would apply. Man 
hours ha,·e gone by since that motion 
was made, much evidence and much ar· 
gument have been introduced. With ref
erence to Mr. Pope's reference to the 
censure given by this House when it ac· 
cepted the report of the Investigation 
Committee, I wish to state that that was 
merely adopting the report. Now, if we, 
after hearing the evidence in this case 
and after haYing considered it through
out these days, should now here report 
"Not guilty," we then have wiped all 
former censure of this House off the 
book, and unless we can now be permit· 
ted to express what we believe about this 
case, it will be annulling what has been 
done before. 

Mr. 'Vebb of Ector: Mr. Chairman, 
if you have adopted the Barnett resolu· 
tion, wouldn't that stop everything? 

Mr. Johnson: And this motion 
wouldn't have been here. 

(Cries of "Rule!") 
:Mr. Kenyon of Galveston: Mr. Chair

man. 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Galveston. 
Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Chairman, I just 

want to lay before the gentleman one 
proposition. If he will show the Speaker 
or this House one particle of law under 
the Constitution of thi" State, or any 
etatute of this State, or under the com· 
mon law of England, which gives this 
House the right to do anything except 
"a" "Guilty" or "Not guilty," then I 
wi

0

thdraw my motion. 
(Cries of "Rule!") 
Dr. Sherrill of Archer : Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: Dr. Sherrill. 
Dr. Sherrill: Parliamentary inquiry, 

Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: State your parliamen

tary inquiry. 
Dr. Sherrill: I want to ask this ques· 

tion: If the sentiment or the facts con· 
tained in the resolution, or the amend· 
ment to the resolution as introduced by 
Mr. Johnson, expresses the opinion of 

the majority of the members on this 
subject, and is there any method by 
which they can give expression to that 
entiment? 

The Speaker: Ladies and gentlemen 
of the Committee: In my mind, this 
amendment is perfectly germane, it is 
conHistent, and I think the Committee 
of the Whole House has the right to 
give expression as indicated in this 
amendment. I regret to disagree with 
such able members of this Committee
whose opinions I respect very greatly; 
but it is my conscientious conviction 
that this amendment is perfectly proper. 
For that reason, the point of order is 
overruled. 

Mr. Van Zandt of Grayson: 
Speaker. 

The Speaker : The gentleman 
Grayson. 

Mr. Van Zandt: I want to send up 
bUbstitute to the pending amendment 
and original motion. 

The Speaker : The Clerk will read the 
substitute. 

( 'l'he Clerk thereupon read as fol
lows): 

"We mo\·e the adoption of the follow
ing report: 

"To the Honorable W. S. Barron, 
Speaker of the House of Representa
tives-'' 

l\ir. Young of Collingsworth: Point of 
order, that the amendment must be dis
po•ed of first. 

The Speaker : I think the point of 
order is good. 

l\ir. Kenyon of Galveston: Mr. 
Speaker. 

'l'he Speaker : The gentleman from 
Gah-eston. 

Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, I move to 
table the amendment to the original 
motion. 

The Speaker: The gentleman from 
Galveston moves to table the amendment 
to the original motion. Let's vote 
promptly, ladies and gentlemen, please. 
Have all voted? There being 83 "yeas" 
and 36 "nays," the "yeas" have it. 

(The vote to table the Van Zandt 
amendment was as follows): 

Ackerman. 
Adkins. 
Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Brooks. 

Yeas-SO. 

Chastain. 
Coltrin. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Limestone. 
De Wolfe. 
Dunlap. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
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Finn. Mullally. 
Gates. Murphy. 
Gerron. Olsen. 
Giles. Patterson. 
Graves Pavlica. 

of Williamson. Pool. 
Graves of Erath. Pope of Jones. 
Harman. Pope of Nueces. 
Harper. Reader. 
Harrison. Renfro. 
Hefley. Richardson. 
Hines. Rogers. 
Hopkins. Rountree. 
Hornaday. Sanders. 
Johnson Shelton. 

of Dimmit. Sherrill. 
Johnson of Smith. Simmons. 
Johnson of Scurry. Sinks. 
Justiss . Stevenson. 
Keller. Storey. 
Kennedy. Strong. 
Kenyon. Tarwater. 
King. Thurmond. 
Lee. . Tillotson. 
Lemens. Turner. 
Long of Houston. Warwick. 
Long of Wichita. Webb. 
Mankin. White. 
M,"aynard. Williams 
McGill. of Sabine. 
McKean. Williams 
Mehl. of Travis. 
Metcalfe. Woodall. 
Minor. Young. 
Moore. 

Avis. 
Baker. 
Bounds. 
Conway. 
Davis. 

•Enderby. 
Forbes. 
Hardy. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
Keeton. 
Kincaid. 
Loy. 

Martin. 

Acker. 
Baldwin. 
Bond. 
Bradley. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Cox of Lamar. 
Duvall. 
Finlay~ 
Fuchs. 
Gilbert. 

Nays-36. 

Mauritz. 
McCombs. 
Morse. 
Negley. 
Purl. 
Savage. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Walters. 
Woodruff. 

Paired. 

Absent. 

Harding. 
Hubbard. 
Jones. 
Kayton. 
Kemble. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 
Marks. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 
Mosely. 

Nicholson. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Petsch. 
Prendergast. 
Quinn. 
Ray. 
Reid. 

Shaver. 
Shipman. 
Smith. 
Veatch. 
Waddell. 
Wallace. 
Wiggs. 

Mr. Van Zandt: Mr. Speaker: 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Grayson. 
Mr. Van Zandt: I move a substitute 

to the original motion. . 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Van Zandt offers a substitute to the 
original motion. The Clerk will read 
the .substitute. 

(The Clerk thereupon read the sub
stitute for the original motion, offered 
by Mr. Van Zatfdt, as follows): 

"We move the adoption of the fol
lowing report: 

"To the Honorable W. S. Barron, 
Speaker of the House o'f Represent
atives: 
"l. The House of Representatives, 

sitting as a Committee of the Whole, 
has conducted an investigation of the 
Commissioner of the General Land 
Office of the State of Texas, in accord
ance with a resolution introduced· by 
Representative Van Zandt, and adopted 
on the 6th day of June, 1929, and beg 
to report as follows: 

"2. We have examined numerous wit
nesses bearing upon the conduct of said 
office. Hon. J. T. Robison, Commis
sioner, together with his counsel, was 
present during the entire investigation 
and participated in the said investiga
tion. .After diligent inquiry and mature 
consideration of the evidence adduced O!l 

behalf of the Committee, and on behalf 
of the Commissioner, and after consider· 
ing the argument of counsel 011 hoth 
sides, we find that the Hon. J. T. Robi
son, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, has been guilty of palpable vio
iations of the statutes of the State :ind 
of the public policy and good morals of 
the State as set forth in the said reso
lution, and that all the charges and 
irrego1larities referred to and set out 
in ~aid resolution are fully sustained 
by the testimony and the said resolution 
is her~by referred to, presented here
with and made ·a part thereof . ·. ." 

llfr. Keller of Dallas: Mr. Speaker. 
1'he Speaker: The gentleman from 

Dall.as. 
Mr. Keller: Point of · order. Mr. 

Speaker, the substitute motion, or reso
lution, as you desire to call it, is out 
of order, for the reason that the question 
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before the House is guilty or not guilty, 
and the particular form of impeachment 
charges are not supposed to be deter· 
mined until after the guilt is estab· 
lished. If the Speaker wants the law 
on it, I have it in my hand. :c\fr. 
Speaker, our Constitution touches this 
matter, our statutes do not touch it, 
so we l1ave to go back to our mother 
country, England, to get our law on it, 
and here it is (citing). Now, Mr. 
Speaker, that is just as plain as black 
and white. 

The Speaker: l\Ir. Keller, won't you 
withhold die point of order until we are 
through with the reading of the substi
tute motion? Proceed with the reading. 

(The Clerk thereupon proceeded with 
the reading of the substitute motion, as 
fol!O'VS) : 

"4. \Ve, therefore, believe that the 
best interest of the State would be sub
serwd by removing the said Hon. J. T. 
Robison from the office of Commissioner 
of the General Land Office of the State 
of Texas. and that it is necessary to the 
public welfare that he be impeached as 
provid(d by the Constitution and Jaws 
of thi~ State, to the end that he nrnv 
he tried upon the impeachment charges 
established by testimony we have heard 
in said investigation. 

"\Ve further recommend that the fol· 
lowing resolution be adopted hy the 
House, viz: 

"Be it resolved, by the House of 
Hepresentatives of the Stale of Texas: 

"First. That articles of impeachment 
be preferred against Hon. J. T. Robison, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office 
of the State of Texas, he impeached for 
high crimes and misdemeanors and for 
violation of the Constitution and laws 
of the State and his oath of office unci 
the public poliey of this State, as shown 
in the charges presented in the report 
of the Committee of the Honse o! Hepre· 
sentatins, sitting in Committee <if the 
\\'hole, and such other charges •s may 
lie adopted by the House. 

"Second. That a coonuittee of nine 
members of the House of Representatives 
be appciinted by the Speaker to impeach 
the ilaid J. T. Robi,on, Commissioner of 
the General Land Office of the State of 
Texas, at bar of the Senate, and to state 
that articles of impeachment against 
him will be exhibited in due time and 
made good before the Senate, and to de
mand that the Senate take orders for 
the appearance of the said J. T. Robi
son to answer to the impeachment; and 
to prepare and report for apprO\·al by 
the Ilouse articles of impeachment, and 

upon approval hy the House of the same, 
to present the same to the Senate and 
to_ act as a board of managers, together 
with counsel heretofore retained in the 
premises, to conduct the said impeadi
ment. 

"J. LEWIS THOMPSON, 
"OLAN R. VAN ZANDT, 
".T. J. LOY." 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: I move that we 
table that resolution. 

Mr. Van Zandt: Mr. Speaker, ladies 
and gentlemen of the House-- (cries of 
"vote!")-1 ask no courtesy of any man 
except that courtesy that I have alwavs 
given, and that courtesy that is due in 
a respectful hearing. I am free to say 
lhat I was confronted during the prog
ress of this investigation with a diffi
cult problem. But now that the testi
mony is in and we have heard the ar
gument of counsel, we have now in 
black and white before us the question 
of whether or not you believe or we 
believe, that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office committed certain 
offenses, which are of sufficiently grave 
nature to demand impeachment charges, 
which will be presented and he will be 
tried before the Bar of the Senate. Now, 
I ask of you the courtesy of a hearing, 
the same courtesy that I give every 
member of the House when he is speak
ing. No one has paid more attention to 
the evidence than I have, and I defy 
anyone to stand up and contradict the 
allegation. I have listened intently and 
continuously since the first word was 
uttered, and I have not been away from 
the Bar except only when it was ab
solutely necessary, and then I only 
stayed away for as much time as was 
necessary for me to attend to certain 
matters, and I returned promptly; and 
I left the Bar of the House only when 
certain detail evidence was being pre
sented before the House. Now, then, it 
is apparent that while a few members of 
this Committee have already and here
tofore made up their minds fully upon 
the matter and are ready to convince 
themse 1 ves that the man in the General 
Land OffiC'e has committed no such of· 
fenses as would warrant impeachment, 
then, po•sibly, my remarks will not be 
directed to them. But the question is 
this-and I am a native born citizen 
of Texas, and have always been imbued 
with a patriotic love of my native State, 
where I have lived all my life, and ad
hered to the respect and adhered to 
the dignity of public office as a public 
trust; and under that conviction, I will 
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remind you that two years ago the lowed his lands to be reappraised. They 
welkin rang from the ends of the transmitted and delivered that money to 

. State, far and near, against malfeasance the Commissioner of the General Land 
in office and for purity of purpose in Office, not as money going to J. T. Robi
public office by public officials, and un- son himself, but to Commissioner J. T. 
der that atmosphere I was drafted to Robison, a public official, a man that 
come to the Legislature. the State of Texas and the people of 

I have served in this capacity for Texas had for more than a quarter of 
these two terms. It is with regret that a century honored in that position. And 
the associations I have made and the J. T. Robison used that fund, he ad
friendships I have contracted here must mitted himself, for his own private use. 
be broken in an official way and that at He even bought silk stockings with the 
the expiration of this term I must re- money. 
tire to private life, because I find the The Speaker: The time has expired. 
condition to exist that I cannot serve Mr. Purl: I move that his time be· 
my people and serve myself at the same extended. 
time without absolute embarrassment to The Speaker: The gentleman from· 
myself personally and to. my family. Be- Dallas moves that the time be extended. 
ing in the prime of life, I must look All in favor say "yea." Opposed "nay." 
forward to the future and prepare for 

. my children who are to come after me, The "yeas" have it and the time is ex
that they may take advantage of the tended. The gentleman from Grayson. 
education that the State of •rexas is Mr. Van Zandt: Mr. Chairman and 
so graciously offering them. ladies and gentlemen of the House, this 

is the first time within my tenure of 
Now I come from a portion of the office that the time has been extende~ 

State that is neither east nor west. I for me, and for which courtesy I thank 
make no boundaries of east or west. The you. 
east begins with me at El Paso and the But we are returning to the facts he
west begins at Texarkana. I consider fore us. Commissioner J. T. Robison· 
that the welfare of Texas is superior has admitted that he has used this fund 
to that of any section, and that the for his private use. Can we condone 
purity of a state office is greater than such an act on the part· of a public 
any individual of Texas. official! There are other departments 

And under those conditions, I believe in this government that have public 
that the affairs of the General Land funds, as well as trust funds, in their 
Office have been conducted in such man- possession. The Department of Bank
ner that the public welfare of the State ing has such a fund. The Department 
will no longer be administered to the of Education has such a fund. The De
best advantage of the entire State by the partment of Insurance has such a fund. 
Commissioner of the General Land Of- The Treasury Department has such a 
fice, and I believe that he is guilty of fund. And but just a few years ago 
grave official misconduct that should not the entire guaranty fund of the State 
be condoned by us. If we do not take banks of Texas were in the hands of 
action when matters of this kind have the State Treasurer in trust. They did 
been admitted on the witness stand, and not go into the hands of the State· 
under oath, it will warrant other otfi- Treasurer as a man, but they were 
cials under similar circumstances to do placed in his hands in trust. If we
likewise. It will be inviting them to go are to condone these acts of the Land 
into funds in their hands and using Commissioner as not impeachable that. 
them for their own personal aggrandize- would absolutely license every person inc 
ment and personal advantage. the State of Texas who is handling puh-

Now we are confronted with this fact, lie funds to use them for his own pri-· 
and this fact alone, that he has admit- vate use and gain. Now the question· 
ted under oath that he has received cer- before us is, do you believe those acts 
tain funds under the one cent per acre that he has committed in using those
reappraisement act. Whether that be funds, be they public funds or be they 
a private fund or a public fund, the per- private funds in his hancls in trust, do 
sons sending in the money to him gave you believe that is a condition we can' 
it to him, not by reason of the fact that condone? 
he was .J. T. Robison, but by reason I I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the
of the fact that the person or persons courtesy extended me. It is not my 
owning the land desired to take advan- disposition to force myself upon any as- ' 
tage of the then existing law which al- sembly_ or any association of people or 
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any company. I am only speaking as 
an official of the State of Texas, in my 
representative capacity, and not in any 
personal attitude whatsoever. I have 
the highest regard for the services of 
the man who has served the people of 
Texas for the length of time that Mr. 
Robison has served. 

I am convinced, and the experience I 
have gai1wd during the last few days 
bas ronlirmed my view, that the ex· 
ecutive officers of the State of Texas 
are not re"eiving their just rompensa· 
tio11. But tl1t• ('t1lllpP11satio11 i~ fixed liy 
the ('onf.ttit11tiu11. and luu~ not so far 
been changr<l. Two years ago I en· 
deavored to secure a constitutional 
amendment. and with the aid of other 
members of the House we secured its 
submission, and the people of Texas 
overwhelmingly rejected that amend· 
ment. 

The rompensation of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office is twenty-five 
hundred dollars annually, and no more. 
When t h1• C'onst it ution sa \'• "and no 
more," it means no more. · If the man 
is impoverished, and out of the salary 
he receh·es he is not able to lay up 
anything for his old age, I can't help 
that. I regret the situation that con
fronts him nnd has confronted him. 

He has stated, and the evidence is 
undisputed, that there is $32,000.00 of 
this fund unaccounted for. Counsel. on 
the other hand, says where is this 
money? .J. T. Robison is an official of 
the State of Texas, and the public 
should demand to know where that 
money is and where it went. Don't for· 
get that, ladies and gentlemen. It is 
our <'onstitutional right and our duty. 
as representatives in this Legislature, 
to demand to know where that money 
went. Counsel has ironically said that 
we had not found where that money 
went to. H is not our duty to find 
when• it went to; hut it is the duty of 
the Commis"ioner of the General Land 
Offi<'e, under his oath, the same oath 
that you and I took, and pointed our 
hands to God and swore that we would 
maintain and keep, that same oath said 
that he should perform the duties of 
hie office impartially, and so far ns he 
wa• ahle to keep a correct account of 
the money he receh·ed, and where it 
went to. But where is that $32,000.001 
ThRt is what 1 want to know. And the 
people of Texas are demandini: to know 
where it went to. 

l will \'entnre thi•, that yon will 
no more thun g1•t hom1• until you will 

he eonfrouted with this, that you ,·uted 
to do a certain thing ; that the record 
is this, and how can you justify your 
vote? That is what you will be con
fronted with two years from now. 

You are here as the representath·es 
of the people of the State of Texas to 
maintain the integrity of the Consti
tution that the people granted to you 
as a part of their sovereign law. I ask 
you to prote<'t them in their sovereignty, 
and do not bring into disgrace that 
right and privilege you are today ex· 
ercising in the form of a representa
tive of the people. The people are de
manding that, and you will ha•·e to ac
count at the bar of justice wherein the 
people right all things, to the end that 
government of the people, for the people 
and by the people shall be forever main· 
tained and go forward. 

Mr. Pope of Nueces: Mr. Speaker. 
The :Speaker: The gentleman from 

Nueces. 
Mr. Pope: l move to table the sub

stitute motion. 
(Cries of "Vote!") 
The Speaker: The gentleman from 

Nueces moves to table the substitute. 
Those in favor of tabling the substitute 
will vote "yeu," those opposed "nay." 
Vote promptly. Have all voted. There 
being 77 "yeas" and 34, "nays," the mo· 
tion to .table prevails. 

(The vote on the motion to table the 
Van Zandt substitute was as follows): 

Yeas-78. 

Adkins. 
Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Brooks. 
Chastain. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Lamar. 
De Wolfe. 
Dunlap. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Finn. 
Finlay. 
Gates. 
Gerron. 
'Giles. 
Graves 

of Williamson. 
Graves of Erath. 
Harman. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hines. 
Hornaday. 

Hubbard. 
Johnson 

of Dimmit. 
Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Justiss. 
Keller. 
Kennedy. 
Kenyon. 
Kincaid. 
King. 
Lee. 
Lemens. 
Long of Houston. 
Long of Wichita. 
Mankin. 
McGill. 
McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Minor. 
Moore. 
Mullally. 
Murphy. 
Olsen. 
Patterson. 
Pavlica. 
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Pope of Jones. 
Pope of Nueces. 
Reader. 
Renfro. 
Richardson. 
Rogers. 
Rountree. 
Sanders. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Sinks. 
Stevenson. 

Storey. 
Strong. 
Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Tillotson. 
Turner. 
Walters. 
Warwick. 
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 

of Travis. 
Young. 

Nays-36. 

Avis. 
Baker. 
Bounds. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 
Cox of Limestone. 
Davis. 
Enderby. 
Forbes. 
Hardy. 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
Keeton. 
Loy. 
Mauritz. 

McCombs. 
Morse. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Purl. 
Savage. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Veatch. 
Wiggs. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Woodall. 
Woodruff. 

Paired. 

Bradley. 

Absent. 

Acker. 
Ackerman. 
Baldwin. 
Bond. 
Duvall. 
Fuchs. 
Gilbert. 
Harding. 
Hopkins. 
Jenkins. 
Jones. 
Kayton. 
Kemble. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 
Marks. 
Martin. 

(Cries of "Vote!") 

Maynard. 
McDonald. 
Montgomery. 
Mosely. 
Nicholson. 
Petsch. 
Pool. 
Prendergast. 
Quinn. 
Ray. 
Shaver. 
Smith. 
Waddell. 
Wallace. 
Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

The Speaker: As many as favor the 
oripinal motion offered by the gentle· 
man from Kimble will vote "yea," all 
opposed "nay." Have you all voted! 
There being 80 "yeas" and 35 "nays," 
the motion is carried. 

(The vote on the Stevenson resolution 
was as follows) : 

Yeas-80. 

Adkins. 
Albritton. 
Anderson. 
Barnett. 
Bateman. 
Beck. 
Brooks. 
Chastain. 
Cox of Navarro. 
Cox of Lamar. 
De Wolfe. 
Dunlap. 
Ewing. 
Eickenroht. 
Finn. 
Finlay. 
Gates. 
Gerron. 
Giles. 
Graves 

of Williamson. 
Graves of Erath. 
Harman. 
Harper. 
Hefley. 
Hines. 
Hopkins. 
Hornaday. 
Hubbard. 
Johnson 

of Dimmit. 
Johnson of Smith. 
Johnson of Scurry. 
Justiss. 
Keller. 
Kennedy. 
Kenyon. 
Kincaid. 
King. 
Lee. 
Lem ens. 
Long of Houston. 

Long of Wichita. 
Mankin. 
McGill. 
McKean. 
Mehl. 
Metcalfe. 
Minor. 
Moore. 
Mullally. 
Murphy. 
Olsen. 
Patterson. 
Pavlica. 
Pool. 
Pope of Jones. 
Pope of Nueces. 
Reader. 
Renfro. 
Richardson. 
Rogers. 
Rountree. 
Sanders. 
Shelton. 
Sherrill. 
Shipman. 
Simmons. 
Sinks. 
Stevenson. 
Storey. 
Strong. 
Tarwater. 
Thurmond. 
Tillotson. 
Turner. 
Warwick. 
Webb. 
White. 
Williams 

of Travis. 
Woodall. 
Young. 

Nays-37. 

Avis. 
Baker. 
Bounds. 
Brice. 
Carpenter. 
Coltrin. 
Conway. 
Cox of Limestone. 
Davis. 
Enderby. 
Forbes. 
Hardy. 
Harrison. 
Heaton. 
Hogg. 
Holder. 
Loy. 
Mauritz. 

Maynard. 
Mccombs. 
Morse. 
Negley. 
O'Neill. 
Palmer. 
Purl. 
Quinn. 
Savage. 
Snelgrove. 
Speck. 
Stephens. 
Thompson. 
Van Zandt. 
Veatch. 
Walters. 
Wiggs. 
Woodruff. 

Paired. 

Bradley. Martin. 
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Acker. 
Ackerman. 
Baldwin. 
Bond. 
Duvall. 
Fuchs. 
Gilbert. 
Harding. 
Jenkins. 
Jones. 
Kayton. 
Kemble. 
Kinnear. 
Land. 
Marks. 
McDonald. 

Ahsent. 

Montgomery. 
Mosely. 
Nicholson. 
Petsch. 
Prendergast. 
Ray. 
Reid. 
Shaver. 
Smith. 
Waddell. 
Wallace. 
Westbrook. 
Williams 

of Sabine. 
Williams 

of Hardin. 

(In conne<'tion with the foregoing 
,-ot .. s, the following documents were sent 
up to the Rpeaker) : 

Paired. 

liilbert (absent), who would vote 
"na.v·• on any charges which may be 
presented aguinst the Land Commis
sioner, is paired with l\lartin (present), 
who would Yote "yea." 

1t is understood that this is a i:eneral 
-pair on all questions involving the pro
posed impeachment of lllr. Hobison, and 
-on motions to table and other parlia
mentary procedure, wherever Gilbert 
would vote "nav" Martin would vote 
·"yea," or yice Yersa. The intent of the 
pair IX'ing that on any que<tion where 
Martin would Yote would be in fayor of 
any question which tends to vote im
peachment charges against the Land 
Connnissioner, Gilbert is to be recorded 
as \'oting "nay." This pair is to stand 
until the proceedings are concluded un
less hoth members parties hereto are 
present. 

GILBERT, 
MARTIN. 

Reason for Not Voting. 

Present and not voting for the reason 
·that I haYe been absent during this 
hl'aring-, sprvin~ on <·onferp1we c-ommit
te.•, on tlw judiciary, departmental. elee-

rnosynary and edueational bills and 
other duties of the Appropriations Com
mittee. l ha\'e heard but little of the 
e\'iden<·e and feel that I am not suffi
ciently informed on the facts to vote. 

WALLACE. 
Henson for Vote. 

I cond<•mn some acts upon the part of 
the Land Commissioner and feel they 
are dangerous practices upon the part 
of public officials, but I do not think 
he is guilty of high crimes and misde
meanors to such an extent as to offer 
hie conduct before the Legislature as 
impeachable practil'P•. 

GRAVES of Williamson. 
Upon motion, duly made and seconded, 

the Committee adjourned sine die. 

The State of Texas, 
County of Travis. 

We, H. D. Mahaffey. Hall F.tter and 
Henry L. Gazley, the official, designated 
and employed court reporters, who took 
down in shorthand and transcribed the 
testimony adduced in the matter of 
charges made against the Hon. J. T. 
Hobison, Commissioner of the General 
~and Office, in the House of Representa
tl\·es of the State of Texas, at Austin, 
Texas, beginning on Tuesday, June 11. 
1929, and ending on June 27, 1929, 
hereby certify that the above and fore
going 1697 pages of typewritten matter 
is a true and correct, full and complete, 
fair and impartial trans~ript of the 
said testimony adduced in such inves
tigation, the arguments of counsel, and 
all matters pertaining to such investiga· 
tion coming before the Committee of the 
Whole, to the best of our skill and 
ability. 

H. D. MAHAFFEY, 
HALL ETTER, 
HENRY L. GAZLEY, 

Official Reporters in the Matter of the 
Investigation of the Charges Filed 
against Hon. J. T. Robison, Com· 
missioner of the General Land Office 
of Texas. 


